
Juno 1, 192 5. 

~r. c. F. Stern, Vice-president, 
?irst Hational Dnnk , 
Los ~~ngcle~, Calii'orni9. . 

- ·• dn o l• ~~II"),., l .. • • ,f tJo..... .L - ~..4 t .. • 

~s u t>· unl thine~ ~3ve l:oen r..o1·in _ hc1·c. 
'£ro~nor is doin.: hie darndcst to u-nDet the wcter ..... -
~i~ t=·" tion. Jcn~tor .:ri · h"~ t.l .r:~n ~)or-torficld to 
lunch tad y ( ?ortorfi eld oi7Ils 49 percent of the ;;)un) 
tryint: to l_"Ot thco to ab!ln~on the .:i:..n Die~o ~~ivcr ..:!nU. 
lit if" ·""~ te, !lnd. m:l::o contract ·.vi th Treanor, but 
- ortcrficld i !) playir: 01u· g 1mc and is l:ee:pinu uo 
po~tod. 

~he gr .... nd jury has me called ~or tomorro·:J but 
I · ... :-:; L-oin: to tr;7 ..... n~l :Jid.c-:t~p it for a ";hilo a.nd 
n-t- i_:oin .. to ~co the I:o1·cr:t~n !.lt nine o ' clock today. 

·::eit:=ol telcuf:oned to tell r.te th!lt the o~hcr 
~ .• rty (he no!lnt --r u;chl) i="" now i·.i.llir! I to Yotc to call 
the election. I ur.1 sa.tisfie t he had a dict:1 hone ut 
t 1: ot h r :::o cncl ,' o:· o me record ·:rhcn he t o.l~:cd ~ to 'TIC o-;-cr 
t::-; :)none. It i s ~ cinch I ·:1U£ non-crJr.~r:1itt:ll. 

:.;to-:;n._ t rr...1s eros s-quc st1oned and e~aoined by 
jur~, lust week , but denied overythinB. 

It is a cinch we werA vrioo guy ~ .. t.:hnn· wo ro-
fnsod to have un-ythinb to c1 o ·:rith the city council ut all 
3nd made uu our cinds to nell to the district. I told .. 
:.:cit~cl ovc!" the phone ho could thllll~ his friend Usc!.iullen 
for c:hooting hin mouth off and brin!"ing- tho situation 
u~.~l" o i "'~ is tod.a:7. I h!lvo hoard the district attorney 
in becoming in~olvod in this situation and he has ah 
itrport:.:.nt bucincsf:! tri·p to cake East the first of tho wook. 

I rot hold of Hall of tho Lu llesa District 
yeatorduJ and we agrood on tho district paying all litiga-
tion ~pcnso free the d y tho Ruilroad Comrniaoion approves 
tho sple. Frod stearns io !: oinb out tonit;ht to get order a 
from tha district rogardint. the contract. As usual 3toarne 
has been trying to bust up cvcljthing, but he ie going 
to find out horia fired the minute tho Railroad Commission 
approves the salo. I hope you will uoe any lnfluenc e you. 

-
• 
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oun to get the Railroad Commission'~ approval.· 

EF:J::LU 

d 1 t t"eak 1 o Herald • Enclosou fin uc· n 

-!ours oincerel~, 

• 
• 

• 



. ' 

June 2 . 1925 •. 

1ir . Chas . l!'. Stern. Vice-prccidont, 
Firf.lt !ID.tionnl Banl: , 
Los .dn5oles. Culifomiu .. 

Uy dou r -;;t ,. .. ., n1'" • -.... ....... --. 
llr. 2roanor io hot on our trail. Ho is 

tn~:inc the ::~yor !lrld Cor:u:1on Council !lll over the Luke 
-:oct .. ··nc:- c-~1co-'-~~ Q¥1 Thursda":1 s nd is r:l ine~ hoavcn U.Yld onrth • .. 1_:, ·~ .;;J IL.#., .... . . , ·~~ 1 .1• J 
to ·start a c:ltrpuit;n favor~ble to tho sale. \ 

The ~:r oo . oco of El Co.pitan· bonds that have. been 
... old. is ovuilable to imoedio.toly turn o~er to reanor~ 
providing the trans=or is ratifie~ ~  ~ vote of ~he 
nco-ole D.rld thi s i~ their game, bnv J.v 1s a lone- ,'lays 
I tvrlxt tho cup und the lip, us rxreanor will find out. 

Vleitzcl rang p again by phonr- toduy. I hnd 
k.iss !.!oy tulte do'·:n the conyersation: He i~ prett~ 
bao.ly ·:rorroe·l and wants my partner ~n Los 1~ngeles to keep 
his mouth shut. lio nure bas cause for worry, as vrell 
as aevorsl othor of the councilmen. 

Yours vor"3 t ro ly , 

E..,., :YIJ1 

I 
t 
I 

Jn.no 2, 1925 . 

1ir. C. ~·. Stern, Vic o-preL·itlont, 
::i'irnt lfn.t.ionnl ~~n , 

0 '3 • -, .. • 1~ •1 1 • I ~ - .! - · • ' • • ....., • ~· · .t_, \,; c •; , v .1. ...... o 1 n~ . .l. • 

l ' ..... .. ' .. ·-
• •• ,J u c....:..:.. ' . -.~ • 1''1 I • • 

.- J •.-..a. .. z ... • 

T 'I ' 1 ... 1 · .., -ill '~' l" t"''l '·on..D· - M ~ ~ ·r·,J) .: l · .:· ·1· r.: ·6
-- J!~~ u _." ,~.. .... ·•1"-"' ...., ..t. ..... J. l...-~.u. t: ' .. _v ...... ~ .&. · .... _u ~J . .... L, : 

of the grnnd j nry and bot:gccl of.P fo1· a -; .. C\7 di.!:f s. ?hey 
iuld. me pro.rruuuwd to t;o bo.;.'orc th e ~.i'· c n ~ jt:·· ·.:cr • .:.~. ·.:ill 
cxplnin moi'·o j_n -pnreo1! r.i.l):u!"sdu/ . 

J~nr.lo .. 1c· find cli-p:Jin . ~: :rrorn 'tl:i~ .hn·r.lu ~ 1 ·" 
!l~rpc!' th~i~ arc e:-:planator. . :.111:1 a.tt.ol·no:/.:. ~ - r: · .., . .J ~, 1 . -~: 
'thi.nr:· \7ont. .'ll on .. ni c (' l;; ~r· G tnrda~ in co ~rr ·~. 

Hnl[ of J~u .~ "Jsa :. .. r~n t nn n) =~n.: ru .. id. ·.c t.:'ld 
' " 

~a:rl:s thoucht~ they w• •nld hn sevul·ol~  cr ·-v .ic i b.:! i ::.· ..... !.~.c:j ·· 
af!r.JlL'71Cd all cont o:r liti r ·~~lon 1 .. 1til tho ~:dl:r-o l Coc:ci"r:ior ... . 
nppror~d tho ~1ul c .. to tho d is1;ric1; . ~~  : ou ns.i<l "' .. :." ~-: wo.s 
:>r ob.'1bl .... o~l . a 1":13 t.tE'r of n -r. •:1 d ~.. .:n. ~ ,-: rll ... 1~ ; n.\o 
r:\y conncnt to thl' ch:tnse. 

. 
!.!uyor ~'leon lihic rnol~nint.: 7.olii ot" tn.o.-~ he is t:o ing 

to tu!~c up t on ' 'lndnosd!l.~' J '.:.h . rn~1ttor o:f t 11n cor.1n:·om.:. ·~ ~n ~ 
thnt ho had \"lri.tten Ur. R:rundig e tho.t bo suw no rea c- on 
y·hy t.he city •c intornets ·:auld be- ino~ardi::oc. ~~ all ":I 
tho Hnilron.d Commis cion approvinL· th n e le to t) < ,:: i ~· trict 
t!t thn nr n~nt tir.tP.. }[,1 wrote that letter 'J. r:co: o. ·o. 
Whut a an poasi bly be holdi n _ up 'Brnnd i ~ n. Co.n t ti ..'o· ... ~ o 
a or.v···~, hint~ to stir thorn np\' 11~ is doo.d wro n :cr t ·. e: ~-·~ "1-
roud Commi £sian to doluy 1. 4o oi tu:.1ti on anv lcn[Cl' . : hope 
the Bond Commi:.;oior- it!!(l :"-r , i~eClnr~"' -ill ta.:o cnr.m !!ctio.l. 
as this is wholly with in "tih ir jurit:dict ion. 

Your" ym·y t 1u 1~1, 



... 

' 

t~. c. F . Stern, Vice-Pres., 
First lta ti o.na l Bool:, 
Los .Anfeles, Cnli:fornin. 

IJ;J deo.r ~J. ... n.., , .. • 
.a.; ~.1..1. .... 

• 

Jwte 3, 1925. 

I remember you spanking to me the other 
day not to involvo you in a.ny public YTny wl th lJl•. 
Trennor in the nn tter of opposition to the uo.l e of 
La.!:e Houceo to the city. 

I have no intention of gettinc into the 
press either nyoelf, or injectiDG yott into it in op-
positicn to the Lo.!:e l!odeea System, but the deal is 
so ~anl: and. my in.te1•ests ure so lere;e in the santa Fe 
and ~un Dieguito Irrication Diat~icts which get their 
Ytater from Lnl:e i-Iodges, with my knowledee of the at-
tln.;de of" the political city council in cc.se they v1ere 
in the oo.·ddle, nnkes it rnnnda tory on me to privately 
oppone this TreD.D.or plan ns not being f'or the beat 
interests of the city. This I shall do quietl'y arilon15 
my friends. 

I uould not want any misunderstanding with 
you in relation to this mtter, and vroul.d like a. state-
ment os to just who.t you meant so the.t \"Te con ha.ve a. 
clear underota.nding. I don't rm.nt to embarrass you if' 
poa sib le in the mo. tter, and. hope you VI ill write me 
fran ~y. · 

I cannot oee the city spend. seven or eight 
million dollaro accept!ns the present plan o.s offered 
by lir. Treanor, for it is an economic crime, when :for 
less than ho.lf that money the city cnn get practically 
the same amount of \'n:!.ter end develop 1500 to 2000 horse 
po\ver 6f electricity o.s well, and yet put the vrnter into 
the c1 ty by grnvl t-y o. t high levels • · 

Inclosed find copy of letter to me from ur. 
Y-inc tho. t m.y be of interest. 

·r have been informed by two people tho.t there 
is $100,000 slush fund for putting this deal over. l'hey 

" . .--· 

I 
l 

i 
I . • 
' I 

. 
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• 
I 

lil'". C. F . Stern, ViCe-Pres., 
Pirot national Hank, 
Los J~eles, Cn11forn1c. 

I.l'y datU' Frcnl:: 

. 
June 3 , 1~ . 

Inclooed find clipr inc froi!l ln.Gt ·nirrht•s 

Tribune l"'ela.tivo to recc.ll. of Jndte Conl:l.itlB', fo1• your 

informo.tion. 
You..r s ve~J truly, 

~JI t' ·• ~ 11 ~ • • .:l.. • 

co - I.rr. :Jmiley 
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are going after 1 t heavy o.nd fast,, but they are going to 
get left. 

Please write me frankly on this matter. 
rvunt to carry out your wishes aa far o.a I can. 

Very oinoeraly yours, 

EP:.i\H 

I • ,. .. ./ 

I 

1 

-

.• 



jl 

June 4, 1925. 

llr. C. F . '->tern, \'ice -president, 
First Uational Dank, 
Lon J .. !l~elco, C:.1l.ifomia.. 

_ry d ear Fr an1: : 

E . V. 1innek, an attorney nho is very close 
;tlth tr~oc or four members of tho cit' council, cnl.led 
on rna tode.j. He urgof. thu t \70 do not extond tho 
o1tion to the ~ !.:can District. Ii0 sn.id ho, directly, 
re-prcci1ntcd tile city in thio ~attar, that tho city 
would p~~ ~:1  , 000 for our interest in El Capitan damsi to, 
and gi\o us u check within the ne::t t\·/o weoks and stop 
thn litit;:.ttion. 

• 
He further said he ~s authorized to buy the 

Cuya~ca Systom and pay $1,000,000 for it. That if we 
Uh7Ced on ~ny price on the Cu~am~ca Sys tem he vrou1d 
have to ~vc a oommiaaion of ~ , . 

Tilt one thing we could sure count on, if this 
litigation continues, the city v1ill parallel our pipe 
lines in llorCl9.1 Hei['hts, Kensington .?ark and East snn 
Diogo, and never give us a dollar for them. 

lie urgo<l us not to o·ign the new contract with 
the district, and when I told him I did not authority, 
h asked ce to see my partner, Ur. ~tern, and give him an 
mswer next Saturday or lJonday, that as far as the city was 
concerne: , it vr:1s a fight to the finish, if we did not 
come across now, and quick. 

Your very truly, 

EF:RLll 

• 

l 
I 

June 4, 1925. 

lfr. C. l!,. ;Jtorn, Vic o-proDidcnt, 
Piro".; jfationnl ~l:, 
Lon Aneeloa, C~ifomia.. 

lly do ar l'runk: 

Enc lo£cd find li,..."li of pointe tile~ ·-:honld 

be taken into conoidoru.tion, I bnlicYc, in tho cit:~ic 

propo ned condcmno. ti on sn i-: of :::1 C:.J.;>i "lien. 

~ il • v..,."' r ..:.-AJ.!- .~ ..... 



CHARL.CS F. STERN 

Ttm llu1sr X .. \TIOXAL BANK oP Los ANnta.Es 
PACIFIG·SoUTIIWEST !::.·:-.,~.: BANK 

F1nsr SECURITtt:s o~ 1  
los .~ f. .  

June 
5th 
1925 

:.tr dear Colonel :=·letcher: 

.At your sut;e;estion, I ;1ave been giving 
COllSidera.ble t:-:ought to tho ouestion of ":that is fair . 
at1d equitable as between the La :.rasa Irrigation 
District and ourselves in the matter of attorneys' 
rees and other costs ror litigation in the various 
phases of' the fight aeains t the Oi ty or San Diego and 
othe1·s. 

It is a rather involved question upon 
which eny decision mlist be somewhat arbitrary. We have 
been !1aking common .cause vrith the IrriGation District 
and our fif;ht has bean made quite as much in their 
be~~lf as in our o~, and vice versa. I think you join 
me in the Sincere hOl,)a that 71e Ca.n adjust this and 
oth9r phases of our problec ~. i th the District in a way 
that -:rill be mutually help-:Ul and acceptable. 

If' "::a look at this situation in a hard-
boiled 7tay, I thinlt wo :night properly say to the District 
tbnt the expenses o.f all 11 tir:;ation srJ.Ould be borne by 
the District from and after the date of the original 
option, which is April, 1924. The District has proceeded 
upon the theory that its legal rights under this option 
run from the date of the option, for example - in the 
Va%ed question o! whether or not El Capitan is subject 
to condemnation by the City of San Diego. The District 
ta.ke s the posit ion that if and •,rthan 1 t has purchased 
El Capitan under the terms of the o!)tion of April, 1924, 

l 

) 

or its e ~ensions, that El Capitan is beyond the City's 
conder~~t1on bocause the option anti-date~ the condemnation 
proceedings. I nota that the proposed contract between 
ourselves and the District carries this lant~sa: 

''and it is hereby mutually agreed 
between the parties that this contract of 
Purchase and Sale shall relate back to and 
be binding on both parties hereto rrom and 
after the 5th day or April, 1924, the sa~e 
being the elate of said 01.-iginal agreement". 

\r,hile I thin?: t1e might, -:r;i th some nronrie ty 
take this stand, I do not believe "::e should do so.-It-woutd' 
not be the fair and equitable thing. 

On the other hand, the District is asking 
for a binding contract, which does not expire until next 
~ovember. In. the mea~t~e, the litigation is being pressed. 
\
1/e are certa1.nly makwg this fight during this ensuing six 
months ror the benefit of the La Uesa Irrigation District. 
You and I lmo~·t that if' rre cared to abandon tl1e District and 

undertake to sell our properties ·direct to the City or san 
Diego that in all probability we could be immediately 
successfUl. We have clasped hands with the District, however, 
and have told those people that ~·e would fight this fight 
through \·ti th them as lone as they ~·tore proceeding with due 
diligence and in good faith. We !:leant what ;ve said and -;;e 
still mean 1 t. At the same time, 1 t is rit;ht and lJroper 
that the District should carry a reasonable pro:portion or 
this burden. You and I have carried the great bulk or this 
cost £or the last fourteen months, while the District holds 
an option. ?erhal)S 1 t ._,,auld be ri{;ht and proper to ask the 
District to bear half of the attorneys' feos and nll other 
costs or litigation f"rom APril 4, 1924, to the data !lt l'Thich 
the final transfer is made under the presffl1t proposed con-
tract. 

I would be entirely opposed to the proposal 
with ref'erence to costs or liti~" tion contained in Paragraph 
7 or the proposed contract, whiCh places the entire burden 
of all costs or liti&ntion upon our shoulders for the fUll 
limit of this contract; if ror no other reason than tllat the 
District might postpone tho transfer of those properties for 
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three or four months under this contract arte1• all condi-
tions -ore cedent to a t~ansfer ,,ere fUlly arraneed. It 

• 
would seem to me that if the District is not satisfied 
7ri th the suggestion I have made above, tho.t they ~ould 
be doins less than justice by us i£ they ware not willing 
to taka over all costs of litit;a.tion arter the date upon 
~hich we 'Dla.ce our deeds in escrow, under· the terms of 
this conti-ect. Certainly, at tr.at time we will have 
uu t oursel '7es in their hands and the ru ture o;mership ... 
o£ our property vtill be automatically passin(; fror.1 us. 

I believe that this is the least concess-
ion tt~t the District can in fairness make to us. 

Within this noint of vlf371,. I think that 
the contract should provide th9.t from the date of deposit 
of deeds in escr011t the District shall be· entitled to 
receive all revenue derived from the operation of the 
CUysma.ce. System and to p~y all operating expenses of 
said operation, and shall pay to us a·% in tares t upon the 
purchase price. 

~ impression or Messrs. Hall and Halley 
is that ":19 can discuss these matters frankly, as matters 
of mutual interest, anci that ~e can anticipate th!lt they 
..-rill meet us in a spirit of fairness·. 

Please pardon the length o:r this letter 
but the importance of the subject seems to warrant a 
detailed disaussion. 

With best uersonal regards, I am ... ' 

Colonel Ed FletCher, 
San Diego, Calif'. 

I 

I 

• 

• 

Lir. c. F. Stern, Vice-J?re3., 
i~st rru tio.nnl DnnJ:, 

r .. os AilB'eles, Ca.l.ifol~nia • 

Uy dear : rani~: 

Jw1e 0, 1925. 

Inclosed find copy or letter to Crouch 
1:! Sanders of June 61 1!>25, demanding ~i  r ·etc.iner, 
that io e~plnnatory. 

I um Dtl tisfiad in my ovrn mind now thu t 
the attorneys have completely about-faced and are 
ru::Jling- the ua cas eo .. jjo tric.l .Zor feru.• !;hey v1on 1 t 
imYe n chance to try them at all thru a. comp:romioe 
bot·ween the City and the District ut nn eal .. ly d_nte. 

Hnve you tJ.ny suggestions to ma e~ 

Yotu-s very truly, 



CHARLES F.' STERN 

TnE Fmsr . I ~ I  BANK OP Los m·:u~s 

acn:'I - ourn ~"  :.:~~':.~.~ UA Xli 
FmstSECURITIEs GmiP.\XY 

Los ~nt:u:s 

Deru.· Colonel Fletcher: 

June 
lOth 
1925 

Ur. Stern ha.s asked me to an$7er 
your letter or yesterd~ rega1uing your 
~hone calls to Independence and San Diego . 

The charge on your call to Ur. Lee 
at Independence :vas $4.30; I had the 
charges reversed on your call to Snn Diego. 

With kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours, / 
/ 
~~" 

Colonel m. Fletcher, 
Sar. Diego, Calif. 

Secret,ary to !:lr. Stem 

C) 

Juno 12, 1~ £. 

1~ · . C. ~,. t3tc~·n , \"'ice -prooident 
''.; ... f"'... · ···"· io,., - .., 1, ···1 ,_ • • ,._,f,. oJ lt J u.ol.l .a .:.._: .1.. - 4>< .'-l .Z •) 

Los Ansclcr., C~l~£ornia . 

l!y dour f'rur...k: 

Enclosed f5.nrl checl: for $4 .30 ·:~·hich 

lC •1f ~ . • 
r~. ·' COIJ . .s S:1.y ~ lP. T owe for t clc~honc c~l.ls. -

• 

• 

•. 
• 



1Ir. c. F. Starn, Vice-Pres., 
Pirst llationel Banl:, 
IJos .Angel ea, CoJ.ifor nib.. 

Jnna 12, 1925 ,, 

nasardin0 my .'130, ooo note, which is due 
Jtme 1~ th rrl th note and first ::tortgnge of Grif:f'i th 
IIenshn.w nn secnl·i ty oovarint; s evera.l ij.undred n.Cl"ea 
of land - sect~! t:; of tr1o or three to one - I would 
~i1:e to eztand it for n year i-f possible. The nota 
~d mortenrre have bean annlgnPd to you. If a.eree-
c.ble, ~:indly send me u ne•tt note ani e statement o:f 
interest dtl.a, and. I will oend yon a ch~ cl:. 

• 
Yours ver.l truly, 

• 

• 

I.tr. c. F. Stern, Vice-Pres., 
Firat national Bank, 
Loa AnGeles, California. 

LIY deo.r Prank: 

June 13, 1925. 

Inclosed :find letter :D:om Reid and let tar 
from Sullivan, cl..3o copy of my letter in reply. 

It ia the bir;e-est thing out-doors for the 
least money that I na~  of in e:-:intence, and tha least 
riok. Let us go nnd lool: it over onywey •. 

The :folks ore go lng over to Liese. verde 
llntional Park leaving here the 26th or 27th and arriviDB 
o.t Gallup around the :first. They a.re going whether I eo 
or no t. It includes the White car and the Fletcher car. 
I was thinkinB it waa just possible you cou.l.d take _the 
good. lady along ani if the litigation here does not need 
me on the job \le could find a place for both of you to 
nnke the run from Ga.llup to the Liesa Verde Na.tiono.l l~l: 
in a day, or not to ezceed a. day o.nd o. balf comfortably, 
and then to Durango and ovor the Si.lvertnr. highway 12,000 
feet hic;h, o.fJer the socky Uountains to Glenwood Springe. 
This trip is easily mde in five or six dn.ye nnd you can 
see all you want to. now doea this sound to you? You 
wil.l never have a better opportunity and see more of ~he 
wonders of the wo .rld. 

The c.bove is just e suggestion • 

Yours very truly, 

EF:lJI 



. . 

June 13, 1~ . 

~~ · c •. ~ . Stern. Vice-Pres. 
:4' J.r s t !rational a.n.J~, ' 
Los Angeles,- Calif'ornic.. 

1Jy dea~ Fro.nk: 

... l'/ottld you be in te ... es.... d . o:r $400,000 or {j'l50 , 000 ,.10r . .P • - ue · .tn the purchase 
bonds issue d b"TY Strauns f' Coth 0.1. ~ 11 . piaso Athletic Club 
.&.0 :r· ..u .&. .,. . ;.;) . c~ mpo.n ' . 'f'JlS"'r f'l"'ntur i "' ~..~. ~.~een years a.nd cnn b 1... ~ · - ~J ~.., a - n three 
de nomina ti OI¥J • They are e~e v~~ d in vlOO, ~  or $1000 
tn"":, also 2% norrml income .. t~~ ~m personal property 
can be bought at 97 and "71 11 · • .L. :l: ey are ~b bonds a.Dd 
to 6.30 percent • This i o th nn u you_ around 6.25 percent 
fi-om the representative of Stre infornntion I have received - o.us s & Comp ooy here • 

because I have b;neK fo~~ve youi·. reply this comine week 
negotiating their ~nrchns:n~~dti ro~~ther parties are - · u.ave first option. 

Yours very truly, 

~.'1iJ ·AH -. 

. 
I 

I l 
j_ 

t 

.. 

J 1 ,., 1(''' ... WlO o, .., ... t.• • 

l.!r. 0. ]' . i:itor.n, Vice-president, 
Pirst Us.tl onal Bank , 
Los Angelos, Ouliforn1:2 . 

lly dear 11r. ti tern: 

Enclosed f'ind ed.it orlal from toduy ~ san 
Diogo H.orald, also Swoc twntor flo. tor Cor.1pan:J clipping 
that I saw in the puper today. .Also clipping r:!1o:·:inE 
tiw.t Trouno:r ha.d the council out on an ineoection trin. 

~ -
I had an interastinc:r talk \'!ith Lrr . !!ullc:y on 

the trip to ~un ~'r lc isco. He nuid thtit ~run.:: 13eloher in 
the last t YJ O or three d~ys, han made the statement to 
him tP..ut it is unthinkable thut ;:)c.n Diego should be 
dictuted to by tho La IJosa. Irrigati on District or nn~ body 
in tho back country. .Aloo llr. Glenn, his ne::~ do or 
neighbor, told him that he hlld been informe d. by city 
officie.le tr..!!.t it v1as planned to put 0 , 000 aores out o:f 
the 18, 000 acres into alf alfa in the Lo. !le sa District, 
wLicl1 vt~ould toJ:o 3 aero 'fa ot po r nn11u.t1. _1\lso that Claus 
Spreckels luld boon tricl~d into bacl:ing thio proposition 
up, or words to t'P..ot -bffoot -- tho eal.o of the Cuysmace 
Syctcm to the district. 

Yours very truly, 

EF: Kf·tt 

• 

, 

• 



, 

1Jr . c. P. stern, Vice-Pres., 
Firat national Bank, 
Los .Angelen , Colifornio.. 

Uy dec.r Frank: 

Juno 15, 1925. 

Inclosed find letter :from ·the Ue\"1 

York Life Insurance company. This is n new one 

on us - insuring the lives of our attomeysl 

Yours very truly, 

EP:AH 

/ 

I.!r . c. F . Stern, Vice-Pres., 
First Uatioml Bank, 
LoaAngeles, C li~ornia. 

Liy dear .ltrn.nk: 

June 16, 1925. 

1Jr. smiley so.ys he sent the three copies 
of the extension of option up to you for your sic-
nature after I ha.d siened thee, as well us the 
Distr let. Kindly reil one copy to this office please 
:for om· recorclo, l:eeping one yourself", ana I suppose 
the other is going to Er . Pc.ddock. 

Yours very tr~ly, 

~.,:  



, 

ilr. c.?. Stern, Vice-Pres., 
]"irst UationaJ. Bonk, 
LoG _ill[;'ales, Culiforniu. 

Jnne 17, 1 ~  5. 

I hnve been movinc; heuven and eo.rth down 
here in son Diego GOttinc the real eotat e uitnesseo 
~encl:r, o.ncl I believe ,·rc are goi.Il[; "lio make o. fine nho\'!-
in:;. I clid not see ho·.7 I c ou1d 'lo unythiDG in Son to. 
r .~ b:J.t I left ,·,·c:t.·d r.i.th tha a.ttornayo Jthet I rrould 

come up on un ho!tr '~ notice nn~r tirte they t7ould want 
me. 

Inclosed Iina clinning from tbio mornin~'s 
Union relative to the hearine.at Santa Ana, alnc clip-
pill(; :rrom thin mor ni!l{; 'n Onion shoning 'i'Thu t they had 
to sCJ.y ret;urdin(; the ratification by the Railroad com-
misoion. 

Crouch telephoned ~or Q500 to pay the court 
coats. I protested to him nnu Smiley ond told them 
tho.t tho District ought to !lttt up n t least half the coat 
nov1 end fn.~ther that somethinrr OUBht to be done in the 
shspe of an at;l'eemen t betrrean the Dio tri ct and no re-
garding reimburoing tlll re the condemnation snit :for 
nonayo ndvanced. 

• 

Yoars very tr-:.ll:J, 

• 

CHARLCS F. STERN 

ill~ }:JUST I l~ HANK OJ1 1AlS l~I.I~  
t: J - II I~  ~:~· ... .:..': BANI{ 
1~1nsr Sm.;annTJBS o~  

J,os ~u J.r.s 

June 
17th 
1925 

l1y dam· Colonel :t"le tc11er: 

Please accept my congrat~lations 
which, of course, are mutual upon the final but 
favorable action of the Railroad Commission. Let's 
no..-; press the matter to a finality \7ith all possible 
speed. 

I have your latter or June loth ~ith 
rerere11ce to the dis!X>sition or the three copies or 
the contract with the District. I signed this contract 
on Uonday and, in accordance with my instructions from 
Smiley, I telegraphed him that fact. He said in his 
letter he would advise me where to send the three 
copies; I have been holdillf; them subject to those 
instructions. You seem to be a little in doubt your-
self as to what should be done with them, so please 
confirm with Smiley and give me my orders • 

I inclose letter from Brown, ·.vhich is 
self-explanatory. I presume that the title papers tl~t 
he has in mind you •.7111 m1.n t to prepare do·ml there. The 
attorneys ror the District, a~ well as our o~m attor-
neys, will have to be satisfied. Please advise me promptly 
\7ha.t to say to ~.!r~ Brmm, returning his let tor wl th your 
answer. 

Colonol Dl Fletcher, 
San Diego, Calif. 



1/ 
I 

Ur . C . . !..' . Stem, 'lice-Pres., 
~ ir s t ::a tione.l Bon J:, 
T,;) S ... • .. neel es , Celifornia. 

:.::y d e n.:r- ~"14 !"1 ~ ~-. - .... .....,.. ..~...:- . 

Jtme 10, 1~  5. 

I h o.d t·wo nemb ers of the Rc.ilroad Conmi s sion, 
!.!ecsrs . Seavey und Squires, and their en~inee.rs to dinner 
e. t T1'i s si on 3 ench l ns t nig ht, a lso out over the La 1-leoa 
I r ritati on Tilstrict. 

. 
.lo .. t -'vile dinner table -;rhon I \"!uS eoked ·.·lay 

the comp~omis e did not BO thru batrreen the District nnd 
t he City • !Jr . ;: quires s poke up and said, 11 ! know." nn.d 
'."then nnk ed why, he stated - nBeco.us e b~letcher and stern 
won't tl ckle the hands of three or :fonr coun cilmen r;i th 
'!;h eir shru-e of the profit on the sale. n I laughed it 
off , bu t :.!r. S<1uir es said- - "I have it on g ood anthori ty 
that i t i s true for I arn in close touch with the s itue.-
tion her e nnd yon don't dare d eny it." 

.£. .. J:rtoth er t h ing t!m t I was told by ttr. Ready, 
uhe cnie~ ent;ineer of the Ra.llr oa.d Cornmi ssion, and which 

rnD.Y be o.r interest, i s t h e following: He told me t ho. t on 
his t ri ll t o San ~rnncisco for the ? ebruary meeting he wo.s 
ta.lki!lf" '71th our 1rr. Harri tt on the train and I!'Jlda ·the 
s t a t emen t in toe lo ~td voice a s :follows: ni DII1 of the 
opi~i n t h at the City council of San Dioeo ere plr..ying 
poll.t ~c o ani!. m:r sympathies nre with the Il•rigation District, 
and I run going the limit to see thc.t the La. Uaso. ! ':rl.c:-ntion 
Dl stric t i~ protocted, f or I have no confidence in th~ 
city officie ls of San Dieeo doing the fair thins by the 
.:;is t::i c t nnlen s the c ont ract fnll y protects them." Ready 
says, ''I lool:ed up j !tnt then n.nd oo.w n. red-fo.ced Dutchman 
leoning over n.nd lis tenlns to my converaa ti on. The ne:tt 
da.y I recognized him as councilmnn Held nt the Roilro"d 
Uoomio ai on ce e ting , o.nd ~ .. o!lliz ed that he ho.d heard a vary-
thing that .1as said.': 

You.r o very truly , 

.••. Jll! .... ,. " 

~ . ... 

I 
I 
I 
f 

• 

' I 
) 

IJr. c • .r. Stern, V!Oe-Prea., 
First Ha.tionaJ. Bank, 
Los Angeles, California. 

!~l deer Prank : 

June 10, 1.~ . · 

Answering your a of the 17th, inclosed 
find copy of a letter I wrote yesterday to ur. Broun. · 

·~1a have been work1rte da.y ani night at 
tho title company getting out the des.criptions :for the . · 
oale of the property, a.nd the title compcn 7 hn.s g i ve11 
ne e written opinion today in relo. tion thereto, u copy 
of \·rhlch is herewith inclosed. 

I mJ routrnine Brown's letter. I hope 
you con let him h a-ve the $1-10,000 at ~1~ · I pro¢sed 
trr. n:.:own thct I would do nl.1 I could to get a 5?tc; 
rate, but of course no pooitive cornmi tmant wno made 
as I did not llava any o.u thori ty so to do • 

Juot e.~ soon na Brovm sends down that 
0100,000 note and mortffnge anl o.gro ~ement which we cnn 
Oil71, I thinl:: it imperative that you e11iler write to 
Bra.·m direct or make .roo the goat nnd send me o. lette~ 
interpreting 5% discount per o.nnum thc..t we are entitled 
to by payillB cash, end o.sl::. ma to tcl::e the ne tter up uith 
1Ir. Brcr11n and ask him if that is .not his interpretation •. 
It any be better not to bring tha. t mtl tter a!' until Bro\·rn 
puts Mrs. Llnrray' s deed to the Title Comr.cn:; \71th in-
structions wlm. t to do and the ::unount to pay. c. fter Bro\Jll 
ha.a written his 1nstractions and the deed is deposited, 
and then we con qttastion tha inatl"Uctions • 

Our office for oe have been \·:o 2.·l:ing nieh t 
o.nd day on this nntter of deed to the District, a.nd 
this week we should have the deed ontisfactcry to the 
title compo.n:;r ren<\v :for oigm tn..re, nloo tho deed 1Jal•y 
H. trarray to u~, reo.dy for her signature. I then 

• 
intend to hop onto the train, ff O to So.n Frnncioco, 
sta.y there until lJa.ry Liurray aiena tlla deed. o.nd Brown 
a ends it to the title company with inatrnotions. In 
this WD.Y ms. tter a will be expedited oo thut we atop 
this 11 tie a ti on oxpenae and ttnlond 1 t onto the District 
·at the earliest possible date. It in c ho}y fr).~ht - the 
money that la being squandered in this li "l,£a.t ... on. 

Youre vecy truly • 
• 

EF:AR 



• 

money that is being squandered in this li tiBa.tion 

• ( 
'. 

• I 

" 
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' ' .. . 

I 
'~ 

I 
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• , 
• 

• 
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June 10, 1925. 

l.Ir. Charles .F. Stern, Vice-pros., 
First liutional nnl~, 
Los .Angeles, C:.1liforni~. 

My. dear b'rank: 

Of all the ridiculou£ th.ingo in a newspaper 

the enclosed clipping, on the front p:lec of th~ Evonille 

Tribune, beats anythin ~ I have over roeci., and. nhows :>au 

what ohildren we have to contend with in tho city council 

matter. 
ster;art is the ho nchr-'.0.0 a f ~roc nor' and :;,red 

HeUbron and Weitzel both told. me he wa.f'.l coiP-l,; up to 

Los Angeles ovory week to report on tho sitna tion down 

horo and got his ardors. 

. . 
,EF: KLi.I 

Yotll"o yory truly, 



C ~ l:  F. STE:RN 

TnE FIRST NATIOXAI. ~~  oP l.os l 'lom.l~s 
PACIFIC-SoUTHWEST ~~·:..~~: Jt NK 

FtnsT SEGUJUTIEs Gmw.\XY 
l.os A.'iUt:LES 

Dear Colonel Fletcher: 

June 
19th 
1925 

At :.:r . 3~ern' s 1-eauest, I a'!l inclosing . 
you 'here~ i th co!):; or tl:e .Ag1•eement be t::aan the 
Cuya:1l!l.CD. '.','a ter Co:npany, a co -partne~ship, :rour-
selt and :x. Stern, as ~artles of the first part , 
a.nl the La :.!esa Le!'Ilon Gruve 5: S_pring Valley 
Irribation District , dated Jltne lS, 1925. 

I a-n also fc.)l'"'.'fardine a corry or this 
l greom~t to :.!r. Frederick W. 3tearus or your 
City, and holding the or igina.l here for :.ir. 
Stern's files . 

. . 

Colonel Ed Fletcher, 
San Diego, Cali£. 

'/ 

Secretary to Ur . Ster.n ... 

(_ , 

' 

. -

l r • C t,\ •.. 1 • • ....,: . 

June 1 'J, 192:1 . 

'• ic o- or 0 ~ic1 ent , . 
-:u·l ,. 
. J-J l .. ' 

1 . 'o·,.,,.j,') ---4 -·· ·- .. 
. --. . . ,: ... . , - .. . 

... - -- ~! • .,t ... 

. :. . ' . c c· , . -. ,., ., . . .. r ,~ ()"." ~ .. · J r- ,., t r. -: -,., L . ., - T L ,.. 1 ,-: 
·-- • • •• .. • .., "-.# .... ' • • J. .. • • .. • ..... , . ..J ... ~ 

hir:~ oi my t ·.1ll: ·lt,h .!1: . Cl:li- .~ o..~prcc :c:!.~ , :...:!'lei i1i~ 
•· '· · J.C''" t1"· ·~· 1 1' • • , '' 'M n~ -jf"l tr•l'":T ••0.:- • .f·n b·~1'r.:  ':.1,0: t 
· ~ '-'-1 .. , •• _.,. ,1.1 U• .. -• -'• ., ... ,.. -··1··• .... •--L- \.- •' .~ .L. - r V.l - .. U 

t• . ..;.t; i:~i lro~d. C u.nr.liD~ion co;-!pro::1isc in D..l.y DY•'3.n.ti . • .• r. 
· ~..-.''1, · ·.-~ .... - - , ~··r -.·Lc\.l "1nli'·c,..'"":.r:tcrl ~ :"" :  T as'::ccl hi11 if • •• -.,J I...J.'-1 ............... w ••.,_,t w.t. l; -• • - _,(..... ........ - '-4 -

he :.;ould. noL ;.;o ant: 3cc : . ..r • . prec~:e ls nnd t~l  it c":cr 
... ;t - - " • . r \' ' · .... " '1 J C"~ t' n c:•n ~ ;; ,_,. f"' \"0 •ld 0 1-:l ... .£.v!:u ... . ,., ..t~- ..... .1.. t. \,.,. . ..:~ ..... u. r. . ; t , o.J 

tclepi1oncd o,;cr to !...prcc~:clc ' house: und. m3de tne 
t:n ~t co nt, :~nl: :.!:: • .. cClurC> ~·r nt to !:··r·. ~ Jroc~:ols 
office a.lono. 

l Lhourht it ~c the bnttrn• thine 1nrl~J· all 
~ :C' circt·.n~ .;u:.ccc, end : .. r . :.:cClnro \•US m).chty nice t1bot't 
it. 

.i C:.!.J1l1o.f; i10lp bat i'oel that Clo.un .~ )~oc :cln 
io our sulYu:IiiOl in the outtc1 ... of' 11rint.d.nc ~cont ~ co .:: Jro-
rnisc butwocn the diDtrict und tho cit~l· I 1 u :-~ nc-:cr lo:..: .~~ 
1· !ith in hi.-. nlnccrity , but the ~ruth ub:.: ol ut·~l:' in tl:is --
thut tho city council ic dictu tinL, to Ilac~.ullc:1 o.n..l Cl.1un 
uncl the' gituu"'.;ion Got away f rom thcr.1. .:ill rnpor"t 01 
the result ol.' t. c conf-er0nc0. lutc1·. 

If :i. .1·cmombcr rich~l~~ it ;·;, 3 Jchn \!·c··nor ·:~.o 
t;nvc you one ro:Corcncc no to .!:·l r tchor ' u r cli 'd · t:; un~i. 
cl·ool:ednean the numc of .Don ~to ·.:urt - t:l.o CJ .~  ·.:he (.::lYn 
ot t th~t intcrvi·.:- ., in th c: l'ricnnc ;1c 3tcrda,;, S.t Ci John 
reanor · ·~, ·oor!.. ont:.l representative. ~he ot.: ... ::. t'._t!l ·'a~  

:c-,rr..~l: a..iolmon!j, un(l th c hircl run ... ·!lc:..allc 1 • 

I hnY o hJ.d. :1 lSO otl 1· ugh eYer o :..r u . ·t · l :·· .t ~ n 
Treanor. I . cnr.w oat in con:!'t ycstc1·d!l:/ O! C!'OS{' c. ::~!:i! . -
tion, o:f 1!uy or I.~ucon, thut £rcunor did r -.:..1 '~ . .1 confidcnti:.ll 
offer to the city E:i:·: or r ·:htwcckn 3t:O, in u iti.:-:: ~. ~-~ 
it haa been kent from the pu lie. 'lrcanor " ·-x .. :~"t 
Bocon koop it confidcntiul so as not to ·ct int tjt _ ~ • .! itln 
of h i s competitors. Thu t .. ,an p.. t o.: .}c ... t.e..:· t . ·'·· .a.; ~ ... t .:~on:l 
a.nd pt:.blishcd in tod ay' s ?UPC rc . 



• 

. . 
• 

-2-

nfortunatol ~: · or ou:r ''n ttu~l ' ' friona., John ·. r ),o .... 
~h  lit i~-tion hero ov-er dcclnrin: the tiun DiCGlli to -··· - ' 
·., ,"!tcr Cor.tpany )nblic utility, which hao be en on !'or tho 
~ ·!:t ~J:·o c- .~- :~) :!~.~ bro~l'~ ont in all thn no np~poru tho 
:f . c .... 4

' : • • ~ ~: · • .-, ... :.i t! .Ji" ··nito .:atoJ." Con]) · n-:; h" '.i no ou .,.nl·4 :-- ·~., .. ( ll" 
• -. I • • o~. • eJ ..- lo ..... - lC,. t.l I ..... t.,~ · " • 

·:-'·- "b·? . ~o., ~· ::. ·:(._ u.J. ' '~il :: i.'or our ··mntu(\l' friend '2rou.nor, r;ho 
l r• -·;-i-1 • •·n ·11 ..l." T - ' 1 "- • • • 

• ·' • • .. •· 'J \..' - -~ v:lC . . ~ _c 1~ C11 CC Yvuom, Ult! 111 ~v'"~ "" ...,.,...,1"'1+ i,.,,... • 'Lf- '- • J '- ~ . • . ............ ~ :.J ....... & .. ll.; 

• _z i .j ~t .:. :..i l c ~.l or vil t.· ... ,. P o .tsido . H·n;0 be~n on tho 
' J.ji !"~ ~- ~,'1 111 :·o!: !1. d -~~ ..lnd .• hv.lf, UUOpOC!!UC ·l 0:1 th :~ . .lilr ~ll 
or"tr.ti ~ ~J.-· on __ • . .. ''u · · ·· · . ., · ,. ..... ... 1., .t.. · ~ • , , • d b 

-J.. --~~ ··· ..... .... • .: .. · -.. • • _ J • ..4:-:("\ . : :t~·J L'ncJ':c un .. , 
... .~ t" --r ··t..t.. c-t ~, . . . . 't . . - oJ 
""· . .. : ·:.o~ J.. I C.~ J, "' • ' J ll " f :--~ . ......1 . .·, ' 1'-·· t~ • ...: . -• ..L_, ....... '.) "' , ~- v l ~ -- ·~ , ....... ~ • ..11C':r , no 
·-~- ·~ - · - -  ....:. :.:·:J-'.!·J ..... i ·: ·:·:·: ... ~ r: " '."l"'1'tt.tl~tc l b:1 both side!3 
'f_ r'11 '.l I \ •- • , t'\1 r t )~~. • j , • • · '• • • ' •• J.i_ • 
U • --• lo • J.!, • l, ' ~ , _ _ \,;; J: j ( • U V ' I ,I • , "'.,• .... '..," ~ . I ' • 0 ' o• <, I u • 

- • • • ~ "'. ' ...... ...., • --. • ~.. ' '"'"' 'W a.J 

:n urlcu. .J ·.:·~- ·::i~ J ':·jr~·1t~ ..i.~ t1 ..-G to .... ,~., tosti mon;t ~nd. h03 
c:' ~r·c:- .. i· . . .._ ~ not!1.oj_ .::coo to·::al\l th.: :.~:c !Iodi:es road, ·.'J11ich 
I ~ ~~~:~i ·: .. · l.~ (.J vt c o t~! !.r~. :.·. :.:~ say::- h io go ing, di~cctl"  
or .l.l1 ::l lrcc.•'l;7, to tc t u= cu:ci1 r;o:::.c vut. of Trcunor i"or me ' 
:i.1 tl ~ =.n . o::.tJ' loa Jf.' c~u· ol .!1 ~ . :3cn.ch- L<:.U.Cc IIod .. :cs-.r~oc ondido 
:roo.d. Ha lHl! ! 

I : ill L _ vr. ·:.:. .:·o od l ! u il wlth ~ou the no::t time 
- :.rf' ~ 1 1~, --- L.h.Lr: .-s I .:: ··n ot )Ut in _rint. 

Yourc nine or cl;,·, 

• 

• 

. . 

f 
i 

I 
f 

l 
I 
I 

I 
I 

( 

• i 

Jtt.ne 19, 1925. 

I " ,, '::"! s... v • A p.,.. .rr. v • .!! • . vern. ~ve- -es •• 
1~st IJc.tional Bank, 

Los Ane;elcs, Ca.1 ifo:r•niu.. 

Uy dear 1?ranl:: 

1.u·. UcClura repor"LiS tho.t he r.t.O.d a splendid 
meeting with Clauo SLJreckeln, t!1~t Ur .. Sp::.·ec1:oln us m'ttc"l 
aa v.dmitted tho.t the City council nerc ~ bn.nti1 of c ::.~o ol:s, 
that he wo.s glad that the Cor..!!:lin si on r.e.G. con:fil .. :.J- ,~ tht1 sale 
to the J)is t1·i ct, ~nd tlm. t ce rro3 c .)ins the limi. t .nu:· to 
brine c.bot~t a ccmpzoo1!1in t? bet\',f\3C:l1 th~ District una tile City. 

./e mtie a 1:1is t~j:e "chr.. t \7e did not include 
in our Dt_,o-reement \"lith the :Uis trict ti1ut i::L rre r.·u\re np the 
huntillB. f ishin ~.:: and oo a.tins r i G1rta uncl'3r o. comr·ro,~i:. e i:Ja-
tween the District o.nd tite Ci t:y, \'Ie shoultl be r eimotu"sed 
for onr losses and costs of litic:atlJn etc . in ~ he nee..n-
time. · 

J~ . i.Ic Cltu· e hn.n rn·oois ed me thu. t he '!::i 11 
,·rri te u letter to h.~ . Edwa.rlla, the mns.r;inc editor of the 
Sun on this local ai tua tion urul oenu oo l:. copy cf it. 
It \"lill be a. nondarful "uhil13" alone ti1e linos of bn.reony 
o.rul bring together tJ1e City and tho Dlstric:t. I hope he 
oorneo cc1·oss • 



CHARLES F.' STERN 

TnE FIRST NATIOXAL DlL'JK ot"l,os ,· ,o ~u~s 
' PACIFJC·SoUTIIWEST !!.~~" .~.: HAXti 

msr C I it~s mrt· ~  
Los m:u~s 

June 
19th 
1925 

:.Jy deo.1· Colonel !:'letc'her : 

-: ha·;e !'or ac'lmo:-:led!)i1en t your letter 
o-r yesterday re-inclo.5hlt; BI\:>irn • s letter. I ·:rill 
ta:·o ~are of tho -3140,000 credit to the :.:urra:=; Estate , 
•::orkin£; out tl:e conditions ;·ti th ::r. Bro·.m. I t:hinlt 
~rou 'had batter not be in on this l):J.r ty. 

By all -:1ea.'ls ja.!:l .. h·~ thin~ o.heacl a1:d 
let's t;et 0\4r doeds in e soro:7 in the form approved 
by our attorneys at ti:e earliest possible moment • 

. ,, . '",. ~ .. th ~ - • '" .. 
,,1~. .! re .... erencc ~.o !e ~~ Ul ... COl.Ulw :i. Or 

ant i cipated .v~~eut , 1 do no~ thilli~ it is the thillG 
to tio to discuss t!:!s a.t all at this tLT.e. Let lir. 
Ero7m inter}.n·et the contract in l1is O'.'lll way and de-
J?OSi t his deeds 7ri th his escr·J\7 instructions . If his 
instructions ~re not in a.ccorcl ".7i th our internrete.tion 

. . -
o:.;.- t!1e contract, ~:o ·:rill then discuss the mtter ~ith 
hi.':!. I do not tl:in.i\ it should be rr.en tioned in any way 
unless ~d until the above point is ranched. Should 
rre talk to ili!:J about the interpretation of the terms 
no:·t and de7elop a disagreement, 7Te shall only succeed 
in holding up the deeds and that is not what '?Te want. 

. / 'lecy tru,Y yo;J, 

0.).,\9JV 
Colonel Fd .:letcher, ~ , 
San Diego, Calir. ( 

r I 

I I 
I 
I 

I I 

I •• 
J 

!.~r. n • . P . Stern, Vicc-preoident, 
First ~~ tionu.l n.:mJ: , 
Lo c .into ln1 CDl i:f . rnia. 

Uy dear r!m~:: 

•• 

~"' !loscd f i hd copy of Order -fron the 

Rni lrc~.d Oomnj s P "~ . on -c ~.,ln 
.I. ~- ., 

to th~ Di~tric t. 

Yours Y , ry tr nly, 

• 



guno 20 , 1925. 

11r . C. F . Storn, Vic e-prooident, 
First Us.tional Bank, 
Los Angc le s • C~lifornia • 

lly dear .b'r!lnl:.: 

I :Jut this 
of!"icials. 
or n donial 

Enclosed :find clipping which is o:·:plana tor~'· 
articln in n."..; the rcqnoct of the dintrict 
It did not 1·aine a ripple, a crl.t icif.im 
from anybody, al"..;hour:h it. wo.3 pnt in last 

• ·1 ednc sclay. 

·.Jc \'Jere mic;hty forttma.tc in hD.vinc tho Rail-
!~o--d cor.unission, in their decision, come out as strong 
qs they did. It ·,•Jaa certainl:l a terrible a.rruit;nment 
of the city council. - sec 2st;es 7 and C of .liihc Docislon 
eent you ycstorda:,r. 

The ~ont  J!'c arc pe1•fcctly ·:;ilCl jr.. their efforts 
to ~ell the Lr.U:c llccl..t.;es ~·:.: tcm to the city. You would die 
laut;hling to zoe how friendly they arc to me novr. -- but 
I ion ' t thinl: it iz in the cr~rds. 

....... , ''Tl-
!J~ : l~ 1. 

•• 

I I 

J 
\ 
I 

June 2C • 192 ~ . 

!.fr. C. ::!'. 'tern, Vic e - }rcsidont, 
:,irst Hational .!3unk, 
Lo::; .4.nt·al as, Cal i:fornia. 

.1nsvrcring ;-,rours of June 1 "t~h, ;; ou bnat nc i·o 
it! I u.grcc '.lith ;1ou absolut l:i. et ':.~ ::-ct e~.-Cl ... Jti!in ·· . ~- ' ~ .. "-

~n oscro\V, go~ J .. ..t"' o-."Jn to 1 ut l."!'r.: . ~ .. nrrt!y 1 ~ doo C:. il. 
escrow ··Ji th ti1c :.iouthcrn ? lt lc Lnu.:rantv Cor:..pany, nee 1:tLat 
that escrov1 conniotl' of, ancl then fieht it out u:rto r the . 
papern arc in oocrow. 

I huT'e been workin t:: with the !Jouthc:"n Title 
Guaronty Conpan.y almost day and !1it,ht , :.U.so our C!'![.:inenr, 
Lil"' . S]lropohire, :ro~· nc~.rly a week. I 0 ot ~:..eu !,o o.r~ J u[) 
all tne papero and got their attorney n to interpret the · 
contract, om' .:ib'"l·c C'mcnt, wi t;h tho rG&nlt t.i1 :.1t ... he title 
com llDY ouys the p1·operty rcsto in r;lJ.l naoc, unu :: ) ~lic 

utility, tju::.t r::y r.-lrc au d. I si1ou1U C!.eod indi" :iclu~liy !)J'",~.u 
I should deed us tnc solo surviving partner.· 

.. They hu.ve drawn up the p~pors for s~c n:1 ture, 
ana. the c scr ow a o \1 ell . Co flY of the esc row is herewith 
attaohod. 

Enc·loscd find clipp "l · ~ from this morning 1 s Union 
which BiYeD us a ~hoc . It i .s int ended to bust up tho morale 
of the district. 1Iy son reported to me ye ctorduy some 
rumors fror.1 the istric t th ut arc di squietir.g in c.J.l·e o\en 
the condomnetion cuit should l~  &f!linc t ns. It corncn 
i'rom lrr . C!.!rroll Smith of the 1!.1 ~.:o a~ licout. I do not ;:now 
how serious. it io, but the emergency ir:o so t;r ""'"t , u..d fc llow-
i!lL the ints t ruotions o~ ti~c :.: out. J Cl"n ? l t. l (l ~ u:lr ul :J Cot.1 D.nl~ 
that I \'Jill sign the papol"'G 'J).rops.red b ·· their ottorncy - · ' 
!!nlo2s .1. he ar f::-om :;ou by Liond..ty, unt.l plu.co tl ~n in cacrow. 
Jmcloaod f.ind copy of lottor that I ' .s.,~c ·:ri ~tten ~.:r .. J!ro··n. .. 

Yours oinc er "~ l: , 

EF: l:LU 



CHARL.ES F.' STERN 

TuB FIRST I ~  BANK 011 l.o.\ .\Nm·:t.r.s 
P.\.CIFic-SouTnwt:sT :.:~ ·r,.~.: BANK 

FmsT outn r~s mt ~  

I.os . .~nt: .  

uY dear Colonel Fletcher: 

JUne 
22nd 
1925 

In looking over the Order or the 
Railroad commission, authorizing the sale of 
CUyamaca to the District, I note among the 
conditions, the following: 

'"2, That the authority herein 
granted shall a9ply only to suCh 
trans!er as shall have been made on 
or before s~ty {50) days from the 
date of this order, and a. certified 
copy of the instrurJent of conveyance 
shall be filed with this Commission 
by said Ed Fletcher within thirty (30) 
days from the da.te on whioh it is 
executed." 

I am wondering just what the legal 
effect of this condition may be? I pre~e you do 
not anticipate that the transfer will be concluded 
within sixty days? QUERY: Have we taet this condi-
tion when we place our deeds in escrow or !!lUSt we 
go back to the Railroad Conmission for a continuance 
of this Order? 

Colonel Ed FletCher, 
San Diego, Calif. 

Juno 22, 192 [i. 

c ·;, . llr. • .f • a;Jtern, Vic a-pre sid on1i , 
Pirst lfa.tionul Bank, 
Lop, ng~ los, Oo.l iforniu. 

try de ur .b'r anli:: 

I wo.s a.muzed to duy to hflve !.!r. 2 . J. 3urns, the 
efficiency expert and Assistant General Uanager of the 

• 

S3n Diego Electric Railway Company, under Claus :.:ryrccl:cls , 
strike mo for n job. He told mo the fo~lo ing: -

That with in the last few months a comoittee in 
Sun Frm1ciaco has taken full cnargo of the i~ . B. and Joh~ 
D. Sm·ockels interests, John D. appointing three, Urs. 
A. B. Spreckels threo, and the seventh one on whom tho' 
agreed was o. man by the n:.une of Runnen, who has been in 
charge of all thoir sugar plants. 

That this is a trust; tba t he is a contr llinG 
factor and he 1 s playing ball with I.Irs. A. 3 •. sprec1:els, 
~ith the rooult that John D. is absol~~ely poworlcsc. 

There is a committee of :Cive hero who ·co.n only 
!~commend to San Fransisoo. That five consists of Belcher, 
Clayton, Uoroier, lirs. ~. B. Spreckels ' brother and Claus 
Sprecl:cla. ClauD Spreckels is chairman, but the control evon 
d~1n hero ia favorable to llrs . .A. B. Sprocl:els. 

Thnt Hannon and l.lrs. A. B. Spreckels have no 
interest in future development Dnd investmonto. They want 
tho rev~nue. They aro inoiat~ng upon taking ·:~ , 000,000 
out of ~nn Diego, aa well as ~ , .  out of their san 
Francisco interests. to take care of tho $4,000,000 
inheritcmoe tax that the .A. B. Spreckels Estate rnunt pay. 

That the .jan ~'ranciaoo committee has nbsolutoly 
fired Burna and Claus, tba t for o. month they have had no 
authority whatsoever and a. young follow by tho name of 
\'Iatson has been put in Claus' place. Burns ia out entiorly 
probably the let of July and is looking for a job -- that 
Delohor, Clayton and Ueroior 9rc workin& together, aro in 
oontrol of the oituution hero and hnvo a darn si~ht more to 
say than llr. Spreckels himnelf. Thay haYo John D. tied up 
in u knot. 
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~ ~hort time ago at tho Sciota mooting, John D. 
deniod a.nv oach ~ituD-tion ::ra~~liclv to tho Scioto and that .. .. .. 
ho was proud of" his son, Claus, that ho was carrying out the 
Jar.=. D. "OlicJ, tl~ ~in : t·ooc1. nn ll he .v1v·"1ld. otay ·:11th him to 
the bitter ond. ~ ee  later John D. \·tont to San Francisco 
~d.th iir~ in hi n c-yc·J and told Clans ond Burns trot he 
wo1:ld st1·~~i :htcn everything out, :for Claus to c.;o bo.ok to 
.... Lc nc .. nue:c!':le nt of hi~ interest a horo as heretofore, and tr.at 
inside or o. week coneiditions would bo satisfactory to 
Cl~us. 3urna ~aid the old l'll!ln c!.lrn.e bac~ with hlo "tail 
between his leg~'' a week later und told Claus be better tal:o 
t'"!n ::- it~~ion :lr; i+ is, · ~rill.t -t1~ings wo ald hu.\o to roouin 
"a.s i:::u :• so Claus is 9ut on the oholf. To sooth his feelings 
h<? 7ro.s 1Yi.lt on n.s ch!tim u:1 o:f the coinl'!i.ittoo hero, which can 
onlj' recommend and spend nothing,-but he does not oven 
control thnt co~~itteo! 

u~n~ went on to say ~h'lt throe of tho city counoil, 
whosn n.J.W-3S JOU 1..:now, O!llle d on Uo.oLtullen and said they were 
going to fi c;ht the proposition of tho comp:rooise between the 
dict:-ict and tho cit:y and they ~oroe cl l.!acllullcn to snitch. 
:Burns also told me tbat the Sprockels people had so· many 
things to am: or the o ity council that they ha.va to baol: 
up ~ he l!lajo::.·it~ o:? t'hn city council in vrhutovor they want .. 
Burns ~old me defini.tel~ he know the duy and the hotW when 
the city council told. ltacUullcn ho had to swi toh. and ind.ico.ted 
t hat t he council had the goods on i.iac!.!ullen. The na:<t day 
af'ter the me ~.-~t ing bct\7eon tho three oounoilt!len and 
....le.cL!ullen, the Union como ont in its attempt to bust up the 
pro~osition. 

Burna has been with thee for 10 :~a are, was rieht 
hand nnn to Claus Spr ookels, is drawing ¢20 , 000 a :;oar salary. 
Re sa"Va that over 150 men hn-;o bean lot out in the last three w • 
wonths in the L>9]: eokelo organization. 

It was only a few weeks a t;o that the rumor was 
around t ovm that Spreckels wae (:o ing to wi thd.raw ent !rely from 
.So.a ~iego. It forced John D: to como out in the paper 
publicly denying the rur.tor. I look for a grand old bust-up 
be ~" .. e F:n l!.rs . 1.. . n. :..ipr ecko 1a and John D. and endless 
litigution in the near future. 

?17• T..,.,, 
~... .. .&....:..LI..l. 

The plot thickens! 

y ,oure very truly, 
I 
I -j 
J 

• 

·-
I 

I 

June 22, 1 ~ . 

Ur. c. F. Stern, ~lioe-presidant, 
First nut ional Bc.nJ::, 

· Los A..'lgcleo, California. 

liy dear :E1ranl:: 

Enclosed fin:i cop:1 of the contract fol' you1· 

of1:ice f11ea so toot you can put tho orio-inal contr.:lct 

away for ae.fe lcooping. 

• 



June 23, 1925. 

ii·· . c. 2. Stern, vice-president, 
PirEt U:J.tional Jbnl: , 
Los .~r.gclec, C!lli!orni~. 

-.,_,... , .. ·-- ....... . .. 
~-........... . 

Enclo zed find cli"!?Pin- from this morning 's 

.1 h~ Cn u ~" ... toa ~yst o!!l, U..l'J. •.l olll· :froind, ?ra..Tll: 3olohor , 

... ·~ dot-.... ~rmi:3~ ~ ·: -:,:,~t -th~ d.. s~.,.J.·ct co,..,,., '"o.C· rrct thn ... ,J,..-t•nt> 
- ---- - -·- w - • 1.1- ·~ .c,.~o-J. ~ •' U I v .:Jo]oJ ii'-"'J II 

T ·~ r· c-• 0 '" r~ .._ 0 ..... -...l ..,;# -- u 

Dictated June 22d 

' 
\ 

J 

I 

I . 

I 
j 

June l92G. 

l t r. . " ,, '-' .L. 
• ...! • ' • . ./.. • u ~ (!:• 11 ' • ric 0 , pres 
.b'izo s~ rratiouul 1>n- \ro • , 
T ~i- t 

. .~os Anc;;r-lcn, Culi ::"ornia. 

Hy d eo.r Frank: 

Enclosc0. i"::.nd 3tU"'vO!!Y)n".; in t h o P:l!!or t:hich 

con::"il·ms what. 3urnn told r.tc t ·:;o or tilroo dav '="' 
• .v .oJ a go. I o.r.1 

no:·r;., fnr Claus. 

Yourn v or:1 truly, 

E 'r.l · l.,.lf 
.&.: • .r ... IJ •• 



C HARLES r. STE:RN 

• 

TuE PtRST NATJOXAr, llANJ{ o1~ Lo.."i I.l~s 
PACIFIG·SO UTJIWEST ~~·.· .. ~.= BANK 

FIRST SEtiliiUTIP.S o~lll !  
Los ~ .~o .J.  

June 
23rd 
1925 

.... ~ ,. 
~· '-'- U ...:.1• ..... ~ ..... o: x'le tcher: 

I r.~.:: .. ;o ~u t ha a. tole:phonc me:Jsnca 
rro:.: tho uh .r~ ff of 3=tr. DiOl,O co·:.::nty, ·.-:ho tolls 
tr.n ~h:at he h!ls a subnoonu f'o1• ::~e to annoar before - --the .:l!i.n DlOf.'J Cou.n t:; Grand Jur;;l 01: Thursday, the 
2::ith . He ":In~ very courtem:ts about it and wan ted to 
~o·. : ·.·:he tl:er I ".vould co::1e do~ n or 7the ther he should 
send the a~~1ous to me . 

I told. him I ~r:as f.Oinc to San !'ra.n..;isco 
toni~ht ~~d ~ould not return until the latter par t 
or the :-1eek and it ·:ta.G out of t.1e ouostion for me -to be ther e on hur3da~t. lie s~id the matter wo.s not 
Ul·b'ellt to. t li e e:!tent tl1at a row days more or less 
would matter a11d 1 t would. bo all r iE·ht ii' I coul d 
cor.1e do-:.-11 eat•l:; 1.e:-: t week. 

l p1•0L1ised to telephone him on So. turda.y o 

I !Jr e sume ":to bo th lmo-:1 ·:;hat lte ~' !!11 t s and 
1 oe1~ tai111:,r do not want to a!)IJear before that Grand 
Ju1·y . As a !!1B.tte1• of ~act , I do nc t thinJ.: t he Grand 
Jttr y sl1ould sub!)eona :-:~e  I have not a:ppea.1•eci i n the 
l ocal situation do·,.m t horo a11u they l1 nve no le&al reason 
rol· bel ia·.;in; tr.LS.t I ha·;e any inf'or r .• at i on of value t o 
t!:e Grand Jur;t . 

I 1w:·:e seem. you :·1ork rni1•aoles be:ore • 
.Con • t ::ou th1n.Jc that ma:;ba you had better ·:1o1·k 
another one !lo:..- o.ud head t,:.is thine off 'Lo-r-ore 
I t ,..· l -• e t) ..... • ... .ro L., • ~ .:: e lJ on · !e oner 11:. .~.. on u-a. ... ~ rr.1e~ , 

;;i th best :gol•sona.l rc&e.rds, I am 

3illcer -l~ou rs, 

( 
Colonel F.tl :i:letcher, 
San Die~o , Calif . 

/\\) 



• 

~~. c. P. ~tern, Vice-Pres., 
'Fi1 .. st IJn.tional Banl:, 
bOS Angelos, Celifornia. 

!~r dear "?rMl:: 
. 

• 
I 

June 23, 1925. 

Confirm in£! my converso.ti on with you 
~resterde~r n- te~oon, both Crouch and Sandors have . 
;u.·fec tr-?. t I be on the s to.ncl to testify thut the deed 
lms been put in ascro·11 rTi th tl1e S9uthorn TitJ.e Guaranty 
Comr.nny. 

! lm.ve l'..n.d tr..e s outhern Title Gu.o.rnnty 
Comr~ny prepnro the need to the District and had it 
chec::ed over o:' :ressrs. ~~in~-- , tho en~inoer of tile Diotrict, 
~ritt, o~ onpe:'intendent, o.nd our ens-ineer Ur. tihrop-

eh.ir e. I hnve e .. ne oval· it up, dovm o.nd oidewo.ys myael~ 
ns well until I Bl!l black in the face, bnt i:f there o.re 
any errors crop U.!' in the next thi~ty days the title 
company will l~t us correct them. 

Inclosed ~ind copy of deed and escrow. 

Youro very t~uly, 

, 

Juno 24, 1925. 

llr. c. F; Stern, Vice-president, 
Pirst Uat·ionnJ. Bank, 
Loo _-\nrclc s, Co.li:forniu. 

. , Enclosed find telegram fron ~o ·:n and 
also 'o~.  of my tolo rn~ in reply. 

• 

I was mi :;;hty glad t'im t Brown he.3 o. r;ro ~:. to 
put Urs. !.!nl'Tay 's doc : in ascrovr no\7. ~:in·lly ·:rrit·~ a 
lett or to Hr. Bro\'m authori =-:ine tho dcodinr: of the 
property to me, othcrrrisc it '.'!ill cinplv neccnsito.tc 
the m±ing out o:f o new deed 3nd e:-:ccutinc Gane, :md 
fiOinc to e:-rtra e=-rpo11..sc and trouble. 

~he tit l (\ co npa.n:l says that tllore is no local 
roQuirment ·f"or you ana 1.~:1 . vtorn to Sil:n the dead to 
the TJn ilcsa Irrig~t ion Diu trict, ho-.·reyer, ii' the 
D~trict domancls it. and. you fe .... 1 that you and your 
wife should sien the deed, the Southern Title 
Gun.rnnty Cor.1peny will snncl it up there ir.'lmedia.tcly 
Ior your oisnature. 

I les.~c thie ma ttcr to .JOUr good judr;ncnt . 

~ : ~.! . . 

not rov:towed 
nftcr diotat ion 

Yours Y0ry truly, 

• 

• 



• 

l!-,... C. P. :-. tern, Vice-Pres ., 
?irst Jrs.tional Ban1:, 
~os -~selos, California. 

1~ dsnr ?ra..ik: 

June 24, 1£125. 

!1clo~ed. -rina copy of letter f~cm capt. 

Reiii. that is o::n.1~utor:r . I \·Jill see yon in I.oe 

.:inE'a1en ... oce du:r s oon. I hope :]On \''ill be able 

to f."O cut tn e!"e the rliC.clle ·"'r 1_nnt o-F' t tueol-'fv,/ ..... -"-t1 - ne~ ., ..... _. 

vou..'" " v~.,.'t  t u1 - • .... -- .v ~ "T, 

- t • L -··~ #;.E 
.:..,.._ ·-

Ll. 
l· • 

I I 

.I 

Jnnc 2?, 1925. 
•. 

Lt:t·. 0. F . tc~n, Vioe -president 
Fu·st I.!stional Bmlk ' 
Los 4.nff~l'cn. 0[t!. t r.o;nia. 
t!y de~!~ l~:!."an  ~ 

n· clo~cd f·ind l • ' - c .:tppinr: .... from thin mcrni ~ . n g9s 

PS.?cr showi n ·: tll'.lt Hannan io in or.2.rr-.t: !.,n,.1 - h ":"\ _ ... . J o . n 1.1 • 

hioocl:r is out. 

Yours vm:y trnl:7 $ 

• 



I I 

July G I 1~ . 

r:_ .. ,., C } .. ~3terll, ':_TiC tJ -prOflident I 
i·1irst H'".t ionnl :e:ml .. , 
.UOP .Aneclo s, c~i ifornie • 

~ t-r dr' n·,· Franl:: -·u J~ 

Bnclosod find co-p:} o:: tcle t_:l·an ti~ t. io 

. c::-,1!-.r:!! tory. 1 ·h "'~1  or j.·,.,t .;n touoh I ·:ill cit her tc · ep ont..· ~ u'"' ... 

···; ti-, "'~  Ttw sdu't' in r!!l!! ti on thor eto • 
•• - ·- .._ tl 

until thillt_:s cle~r up ho.1.·e I don't oce how I oe.n 
- .~ ·1, tull: it ovm.11 

give the prC!)OGition un:,r c.ttDn'tion, nuli \'ll. -

,. .. ..; ... h 
• J...... .. -:J OU • 

·r,., ... ..,..... , ......... -. trt1l -:1, 
- :.J ... - '1..4!1 " \.,;.;... .J J 

l 

I -ll 
} 

. 
' 

I 1 • ' 

I 

I 

July 6, 1925. 

tir. c. P. tern~ "!ice-president, 
First 1 ~ t; ic:rol ~ . .nk. 
Los Angoloc, C~li!oruis. 

I hnd a tulJ: with Higginc, the c i 1;7J u ttorney, 
on 1~ida: .. He said that nci thcr he 110:!' the c:i.t: co1mcil 
j~J!.ott ~lythint  ubont -t'ho accogtc.nco by tile sto.to cnr:inocr 
and the :Bourd of Directors of the dict:.~ict of Rhodoz' 
1Jl.;J.n of dividing the waters of the ri\.-or, s...nd he had no 
idea that the latter frorn 4.lcClc:c to th0 !.~:.t:,'or 4'1:t:is'fied. 

omothint~ is otu· G 1.;0 inu to pop, 'been nne the 
Hoyer h9.s kept th&t from b in~ etad.e a public record. I 
had a talk with Frod Stearns, tho uttornc=.t ~o~ tht; district, 
about the Smilny-Crouch inciJ.eilt. 

Stearns snyo th!l t both parties arc to blson, th~~ 
all four ottol~nej's had assigned to him certnin ari;:tl!l'.:'nts. 
They :figurod it wonld taJ.:o three or four duys to -~lre~cnt tncr:1. 
The JUdge in advance asl:fld her.·; lon~~ the:? wore coing to ta1:o 
and then limited ·ti1em to a d.ay and a lw.l:r. Ottt of cour'.;esy 
to Smiley tho:~ t>'11Vo him the first opportunity to talk 
the first OO?te:rnoon, n.nc1 tho othol· t11rea wore t~c ut:c tho 
ne~t day. Smiley tu~cd. up hifl o.ftornoon, a."ld "then in£isted 
uponanothar ho~ tho no:xt day. l.!r. stoa1·ns sc.id. ho told Smiley 
to go ahead n.nd ·uue np hie -timo, an hour nnd n ha.J..f -ihc no.xt 
morning. 

u.r. Smiley ased tho hour tl!ut he oskct: .lor nnd ·::an 
still tull:ing - ·lihat, Cron.C'.l r ~t ~tp c.P.tietly nnd \':ant to !Jr. 
Smiley and showed hirl o. toloe:ram and n\1hispcrod t'J-'I..n t hin 
tirna ws up.. Lir. ~~miley ~!) t t oll:in~~ . Fif:t;eon ninntes 
latol' 1tr. Crouch did tho carrte thilll!· n.c;ain, ,-cr:; QUiC"tly. 
Llr. Stliloy p~id no attention md kept talking . Aasin f"i~tcon 
minutes 1a tor lfr. Crouch C!Uictly wont up t.o =.lr. _!;t::iloy and 
whispol:cd to him he had unod up an ilour anl a hal:L, all of 
Ur. Stenrnsr timo. ~gain I~~. ~miloy paid no attention, but 
kept tal ing,~"'ld. then about quarter to elevc11 L!r. Crouch 
took the lull by tho horne and wont up to 1r • ..:::-.ilcy an•i told 
him publicly that ho was ohiof counsel and th!lt lb.". Smiley 
would have to stop, as t~o otl~rc U.esirod to ss.y ZO"loth-in£;. 

• 



• 
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llr • .b'red Stosrns fenla t'P..at Crouch t·ould have 
bnndled the matter a littlo more diplomatioally, perhaps, 

· but Crouch got tho idea it wsa the only way to atop Mr. 
Smiley - to treat him rough, and he thought he had · 
extended evory courtesy one O!ln was ontitlod to. 

T ·ao not tsJ::o sidos oithe1• VIay, but it so em a to 
r~o l.h:. :..r;tiley sLould 'have confined himself to his oricinal 
s.c;roc.m4?nt of tJ1c .l ay bE'fore, and should have, in any . 
event, quit r1hcn he bad used up all of Ur. stea1•n'a time 
as ·H:ll . Ur . :;miley corta.tnly is a c:ood nu..ln when it comco 
to law, but he is an aboo ln.tol~ poor ntio;: 'lhen it comes 
to prosentinG l1io cuse, b0ccum o of t11 c i!rledir.!~nt in 
his opo~oh, whioh -vc:"Y muo11 detro.otr: . from the force of 
1.in o:co.l nre;u.mont. I e.m cnrt~ .nly sorry for the whole 
thing. The episodo was pl:l:'7oc1 up in tho San Diego pape rs; 
mucr:. to otu· cmb .l"l'a£ ~ont, ~nd it wac doubly so ·:rhcn ltr . 
Cosgrove publ icly offered to rr,.,..c I.!r. Smiley pal·t o2 
hi~ tir.;e. Tb.o.t .'! ~ thtJ noct in~l tint~ t..'l ing o:r all. 

. . 

r:;' • VI .. I 
·-~ 

J . 

July 
l 7 

1 g 2 5 

llr . Ch~rlea F. Stern, 
First Uationo.l B::.nk, 
Los Anp;cleo, 
CaJ.ifornia. 

lly de o.r Frank: 

. . 

Inoloaed f i nd letter from llr. A. J. 
Crookshank, President 9f the First HatiO!le.l Be.nk 
of St'nta Anu, .. ;hioh 1e explanatory. 

aee you later in rol0.t1on thoro to. 

I r1ill 

Uhenever 

you oan be of service to my friend, llr. rooh.~ho.n , 

do not hcsitato to go the limit. 
V'ery s1noerely, 

EF:F 



trr·. c. P. ~tarn,. 
J,famr.l o th, 
!Jono County, Cal if. 

1Iy dear Prnnl: : 

July 18. 1925. 

Inclosed find copy of latter to ur . 
Griffith in cho.rc;a of tho Sil v·or Lo.l:e o·.~rer I?lo.nt. 

You con ::un ovc1~ to Sil vor Lru:e in an 
hour o.nd a half by m!lchine. Telephone ovor in ad-
vance w1cl let ::·i~:fi th kncr.v t1hen yo 1 o.ro cominr,. 
TDJ:e your :. i~hin . to.cJ:lo o.lonc, r.1ootly !J plnnern. 
Cri:ffi th 1,1ill .. t! .~.:a the nr~:.:u1~anonto to to.l~o you up 
tho tr!ltr:ra.:; to Acne Lal:e, ond. then it io a threo-
u~rto:·n of a. ella wall: UD to Gem r,nJ:o ~· hera in tho 

middle of tho r.lay you cari get the beot fishing over. 
~ho~e l n c..'l old. ron thor a who ron to you boa to. 1ly 
ourreoation io you teke c.loll[;' your luncheon, get 
Grif:fi th to re ~.erve somo boato for you, o.nd you will 
have tho finent .::iahinc of your young life. 

:1eGc.rd!ns Son Diogo affairs, I3alchcr 
io tru:inc tho load· und a compromioa io baiDG \·larked 
.ont that I beliove Ytill mD.ke you hc.opy. ·.-,ill l~acp 
you posted. ~o other no~ developmnnte. 

lli'c. ~letcher arriv t"\o home toni,;ht with 
the boyn. 

I }1.c.t1 a confe~ence wl th Smiley, and he 
o.r rce~ ~ 1 ~i. r.l9 in the mn tter ·of g! ving an option to 
thn D1ot~1 ct that we ohould be fully prot ectad by 
a. contract. Crouch no.;r.1 thut our present contract 
w 1 tl:. the Diotri ct is all tho t is neoeaaary. I don 1 t 
agree t1i th him. In th~ mean t.tme we are trying to 
ocree \·rlth the Dlotrict on the omounts of prinolpnl 
and interest that ue have inveatod in tho eyotam cinoo 
the orie;ino.l option, am vr! t1 hnve thing a in sood 
shape on your return. 

I 

I 
I 

• 

LL 
I f .. 

I 

I 

1.!r. o. 31 . Stern, Vice-Preo., 
l!'!x st Uo.ti oml .Bo.nl:, 
Loa AncelesJ Colifornla. 

l!y dear Franl:: 

July 20, 1925. 

Inclosed find co~y of letter ~rom 

Crouch. ~.nm t do yon thii".l: of this ~ 

Your o vel'Y truly, 

E5" :Ali 



-2-

I just hope thct you have tho time of 
your life nn t here nnd by all. monon rnn.ko 1hiu trip up 
the tr~.!:r:Jcy end tell the l!r!:!. thnt I am thinking of 
her no she Goen up t: ~t 4500 foot mountainside on the 
tram.. She t.·IilJ. G"e t the thrill of hor li f e a.s u~ll no 
the rest of yen. 

'/i th 1~1ndeot rerrnrdn, 

l ery n incoz-aly :,rour s, 

~ .. T.' . l!.li -.·- ..... 

• 



tir. Charles F. Stern,. 
I.Jnomoth, 
Uono County, Calif. 

lly den= :rank: 

July 23, 1925. 

Inclooe C. £ind copy of letter from Bl·ovrn 
together \71th contracts signed in duplicate holdillB" 
Bro'..·m harolese in relation to the I.!l.lrray 3100,000 
outln.ned note, all of which is azplo.nc. tory. ~indly 
sit;n and oa.il to ?.Ir . BroY;n if it mee to ,·;i th your 
o.pprovul.. 

1Ir. :.Jl thans 1mdcr oath hus verified 
the ~tuteoents therein contained end I have certified 
that evn~ythinr: is ns stated in 1·elation to tho 
~l ,  note and mortgage, ~nd this agreement is 
according to the ~ecordo. 

Yours ver~r truly, 

:z· :ld.: 

, 
' 

I ; I I I , 
I I ~ 

Ur. C. F. Stern, Vice-Pres., 
. First Ilo.tionol Banl:, 
Loo Angeles, California. 

IJy deo.r Frlllll:: . 

'I 

) 

Jul.y 27' 1925. 

Inclosed find clipJin& from the Snn Francisco 
Chronicle which perhai)S Senn. tor ? lint ought to ace. 
Mro. A. B • . S_preckels is in complete control., enning 
48% of the stock and in o. v~or ing agreement with 
'.'/illiam Clnyton who owns 4%. l'Jlat leaves John D. 
Spreckels a minority interest of 4 ~ end llrs. Spreckels 
nnd Clayton are mking a clean hou2e of it. 

Yours very truly, 

EF:AH 



' .. · ,, 

.-

.. 

}.Jr. C .? • Stern, Vice-Pres , 
'irnt !rational Bl.ull", 

Los AllgelilB, California.. 

My dear .i!rank: 

Jltly 27' 1925 

Inclos d find copy of letter _rom I.fr· 

Harrison of the Attorney General's of:fice that 

is explE.lDatory. am going at it another way 

nOV/• 

ottra vor:l t 11ly. 

EF:A!! 
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