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Dr. Leo Szilard. 
Univer sity of vhica~o. 
Chica o-o , Ill. 

Dear Dr. Szilard, 

Sba. _nok in, Penna . 
1017 :i.l . Wa hington St. 
"Ma rch 17, 1950 

I am t ak i ni this liberty of writing to you in regard 
to en invention of mine~ copy of 1Nhich is enclosed. I hed been 
,ecretly inf:)r~ed by a L;hicAgo scient i s t, a fe!! years ago that thie 
device ... ~: ill naintain respiration at sea level. 

This gentle;na.n claimed t hat as a pe rson travelled 
into the 'trato phere this device would lov.rer the altitude of the 
air to sea level, and, as one descended into the ba t hysphere this 
invention ''l' ;uld automatically raise the a ltitude of the a ir to 
sea level. 

In view of future s trata and bathy spheric 
a ttempts to ~ robe the mysteries of our :planet, t h is device, i f 
able to p erform as cla imed by this scientist 'ould prove of 
inestimable value to science. 

Thi. inventi on bAs never been manufa c tured, as I 
never ti vulg e d the findin~s of my correspondent, as t he invention 
h2 s been invente d ::nere ly to purify the 8 ir. I presume that the 
person in question must be dead as I have not received a ny corres­
pondence f ro .11 him s ince, and to .::ny knowledge this device ha. s not 
b een L ui t D ted • 

Other than the presumptions of this unknown person 
what value 'auld this device have to science or to co.rn.'lle rce? Would 
disclo Bur~Js prove of any value to an outside power ? -·:auld you 
haz:o. rd an opinion on a n y :nerits this device m y rove. ? 

Sciep~ffcall~ yours, 

/// /) 
~ L/~~'' 

Lou is Polinia k. 

Courte oy of 2 .. elf P d r~ s ceo enve ope P!nclo sed for a reply, 

' 



Uhe Ulnit'ersit\2 of <thfcago 
CH I C AGO 3 7. ILLINOIS 

Tnstttute of 1RaNobiolog'Q ano :Siopb'Qsics 

... r . Lo is Po] iniak 
1017 '! . ' .. ash"'.n;;ton Street 
c:~1"'.1'10l·ir , P8r>r.n~~1v::>.nia 

-:J,..,. S£.~ 1~.ri has asked m-2 to vrr:t c to thank 

re ... urnin. you 

sds 
Enclctmre 

nclo·mre . 

(Urs .) Shirle;y r; . Sykes 
Socrctar:-r t.o Dr~ Szi lard 

) 
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CABLE ADDRESS 
"PoLLACK' 

E STABLISHED 1902 

EXPORTERS OF" 

CODES WESTERN UNtON 
ABCs-n•sr"Eo. 

AHO PHtVATE 

I .... E.U" TOJJ.'\..(""1 ~; 0 

Dr. Leo Szilard, 
Kings Crown Hotel, 
420 'dest lloth Street , 
New York , N. Y. 

Dear Dr . Szi lard: 

SAl'>! CAR.LOS Y PENALVER 

May 7, 1938 

"Nith furthe r refere nc e to my letter of 
pril 25 regar ding the eight cigars vvh.i.ch you sent , 

I can inf orm you that these were tried b four di f fer ­
ent people, who can be considered as experts in the 
matter of taste and qual ity of tobacco . The envelope 
was , of course, not opened until this morning a fter 
the last batch of the two cigars were smoked . 

There is absolutely no di ffe rence in 
taste bet'Neen those cigars which have been irradiated 
with 3000 r. units of X Rays , an d those which have not 
been irradiated . 

However , I consider it advisable t o send 
you in two boxes, twenty cigars , each box containing ten , 
which will be ma de up as follows . Each whol e le af of 
tobacco ~ill be broken in two, and from each s i de we will 
make identical cigars, so as to avoid any possibility of 
a rt ifference in taste . \men these cigars are sent to you , 
kindly have those in one box lrrad.i.ated and r e turn them to 
us, pl acing a mark on one box to distinguish those whi ch 
have been i rradiated from those whl. ch have not . After we 
have smoked them, I will aga in write you a dvis L.ng i f I 
notice any diff erence in taste . 

If anything new occurs r egardin _ the pl ant 
iD California , pl ease inform me . 

-·/i th my very best regards, and trusting that 
this finds you in the best of health, I beg to remain , 

Very t ruly yours , 

REP : 
REP : G 
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"!::r . Ttobe .• :t rollcwck , ' 
C 'o , ~ . · ~ r oll""c~-1''. H-.;J·'"' .• i '"' .f C" • )., • ... , , t , o. - -~ I 't w .. 

l-It iJFJn~ 
1 

C t be .--. 

·:~.eir ;: __ •xlvaJ. . L~ l._tc Fh.'""'ti :ne '..e E ~" 1_ LJ.v ..,: 

i. .• vr- ilablc c t .Jeter r.. < o. 

I i'o ;e to -lW.r r oo1 

.. " -
-..~ ..... .:. 

Your., y , .,, L .1.. c c1· nly • 

(Leo Szilar - ~ 



!7' . 1" olJ •. r ' :ro:_lc (, , 
c I lJ P 1' ~ fi. • ~ "i ~ . ··· ~" e J.. .• 
}Tp. c.nn . Cu bF . 

l· ~- :• t tc~Jlks fo :yo .. u· ki l~ letter of .r y I . I ~:1: .._ 

very int, re .. ,e i .d tae conel .. u:no .. ... a v. lie .1 you. c~me re . ard.­
i r:r~Hlj. a te 

. ll.G~I yO t 



~..':n. A 1). !? F . Pn] lar d 
2 tfargr.,t. S7,T r~t. 

TI.1."'1 0Ver, N. J • 

e;~. r. ' r s . P0 l.Trrl : 

T 
J_ 

The iT;').·-,: .. · · t. ·, of :-::·~ : ,;aco 
Ch:..ca-; 37, I1ll1c:·is 
Ff> r.1:-tr;, 23 , 1 '/)') 

":::-e;.· 

do n t :eol, 

· - '"" '" l .... ,_ 
. ~ - ~> 

co,Jlrl not konr c" trr.+, :!.n thot reri.cr~. of tl: ,.. i':', . ... + .. , ..... ,r 
'-' .J • ... ... . , • 

IS : hw 



2 Sar__,ent St . 
- .,. ,.T __ ano v-cr, -· • 
:::'ebr;_~ar;:" 1, 19 ..55 

-: orl:inr; alon:; L.ncs s·1 ~· -cstcr1 by ;;-our very .::'ine lotte::- to t:1e ai tor 
l.illic'l ap_!:)cared in t:r..e I:e~r -.:-o:::-1: .:iL""J.cay ':'incs , ::.-'obrt.c<ll"':; 0, \~8 <U~e sc:1-=:.in<-> 
tclc[;rams or letl:.crs to Senators Cotton, I.e'n.1an, Flanders , nur::!Jlu~ey, .;a:me 
LorGe , l~c.~auvcr , Dou:;las anJ ot'1ers · r:;in~ pi)_b::..ic Con~ css.·_onal hearin._;s on 
the China proal;,., c:.t ,;_:_c'l ini'or':c la~1~e'1 ':.:i:.l ::...·.-e o1 ::..nionc .J..:lJ l:,c::;~,...:...:lOny . 

Since to <.late t'1e :.lilitar.,- rcprescnta·::.:...on ~1as 'oecn t' .c nost vocal on ~~,..~1::..s 

j_)roblem, ue :eel ·v.at s c·l pGo•1le as Jcrnarc~ 3a:-ucl1, J.dlai S.:.cvenson, ·: s . 
!\c;ncs :.eyer , Pearl Bucl: , Pro.::' . HinB - tsit Chan, Pro~ . i::1.Jlc;;; ..:antril, !Jorr::an 
'I'hona::; , Jr . Stanley Coho , ;J"o'c.rscl·" a:1d ot' 8rs s'1ould be consultel:. and t',cir 
opinion::; -:.;iven nation- u:i.de attent::..on , co .. ipa:.~ablc to t',at . .:..von to ne:":'l.bcrs o_ 
the rrili tary still .. . 

:Svcn tho , ... h the ::>resent crisis ::;ir:'!: '.Ors cimill , ·:c feGl t'1at a co :ntrr 
Measure , ::1eJ.eby intcl}.:i . .__,ont c::..ti~ons arc ',cG.rcl ~ro,1, s'1o ld oe ta1 ~on . 0t11cr­
T:isc , a precedent has boon cs::.aol~_s'·cd by a :?res::'.clcnc an.d !'li.lita ./ adv::..::;ers 
1~1 r:.c11 co 1ld, ailot' or tjilo , d'::!stroy enti:-c co''...rrtr::..cs bo:fo::.~c uc can rcali~e 
tl1at t~1c cr:.sis is u~on us . :i' t~1or1:ore _, t, e lo11~ -ra11,_)3 ideas a::1cl plans 
on the C':1_:_ncse ~ucstion ~~·1~.cl1 you alc.rocaJ.:,c ::.:1 ~-o·.:r lot-te:;.~ , co·:ld be :'1it:...atcd 
by· s·cch tcstinJnies and .forJ.l a first ::;top in a pror;ra:1 1;~r:.c:1 cc··l be follm;ca 

up . 

1.G hope to ~ot at least 25 s::._..natu:-cs "uo ouT lo·c·l:.ors or tclcr;r.::u"ls and 
suc;·;cst t 11at ::..:: you t:1inJ: _:_t ,;- ~uld. be 1-r-.i.sc a.J.d 'lSe:~·.l th.it yo ni~ht na.L~e 

a siMilar move in your ro,_) .. on . ~Jc are also 1;r..:.. tin::: to Pearl Buck and G.sking 
her·::..:: s:1e iiou.lcl do the ::;anc th:·.nc ::.n '1cr locality . Il.s p:;rha~)S you notnd, on 
Pace 77 of t:le I;mr Yorl: ~ir.l.cc (1 cbr- .ary 6) ::;'lc strcsscJ the ~IIJo~tanco of 
intelli~cnt laymen O~)in.:.o'1 at t'•is tine . 

Ue , t>c Dndcrs::..cncd, arc house1::~vcs uho :ave lived in ".anovo:- , -· . =~ ., 

for rn.orc t:1an 2:; :"cars . \:e are iJ,lpellcJ. to Hrite to you bGcausc '\;(.; :Leel t:1at 
i ci tizons do not nou voice t 1cir t-ra·v-e donbts about precede:rts nhic ·1 nave 
thr; uay to Sl'.u 'en atonic ::;t ife , ti1e t::ine r.~2.y oc s'Io .. t indeed .:'o .. t'1cj~ to 
spoa.: up . 

'I'~1anl: you for uhat cons:!.deration you na:r ~ive t:1:'.s su,s,;Gsced Dlan 
o:: act.:..on. 

Dr . leo Szilard 
T:1e un:i.vcrs::..ty o_ Chicago 
.J .1icago , Illinois 

V Cl"J sincerely yours , 

c ~. ) ff-P.~ r+- Po.U~ 
l (\AJu-,. ) G. h. n. ~ s . 



POLYTECHNIC REPORTER 

BROOKLYN POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE 

333 JAY STREET 

Brooklyn I, N. Y. 

Telephone UL 5- 8000- Ext. 390 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Dupont Plaza Hotel 
Washington 6 , D.C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

May 2, 1962 

I have read ''Are We on the Road to 'Har ?" in the April 
1962 issue of the TTBulletin of the Atomic Scient i s t s " 
and was stimulated by the i deas you presented. 

we, on the newspaper a t the Poly t eclmic Institute of 
Brooklyn, have been particularly conc erned with the 
relationship of the scientist and society with part ic­
ular emphasis on disarmament. 

We would like to reprint your article in the supplement 
of the newspaper. We are sure the article will serve t o 
stimulate our readers. 

I have already 1-rritten the "Bulletin" for their permiss i on 
to re print the article -- although, I don't know if tha t 
is necessary-- but have not heard from t hem a s of yet . 
I would apprecia te a r apid reply to thi s letter so t hat 
we may meet deadlines. 

The supplement is scheduled to appear May 17, and i s di s ­
tributed free to all s tudent s and fa.culty members . 

Enc. 

Al an E. 
Editor 



Dear 
. s '],.. 

Dept. of Genetics, 
The University , 

Gl asgow , W. 2 . 

22nd J anuary , 1 952. 

Have yo u anyone in mi nd who mi ght be 

interested in spending eieht months here? The 

sa l ary is quite enough to live on, as the local 
people do , but clearly a combination of this 

job with a fe llowship to visit Europe woul d be 
more advisable. 

Kindes t r egards. 

Yours sincere l y , 



UN IVERSITY OF GLASGOW, SCOTLAND . 

DEPART MEHT OF GEI~ICS. 

VIS ITING LECTURESHIP. 

If arrangements i n pr ogress for Dr . Roper , Le cturer in 
Gene tic s , t o spend one year in U.S. A. will be successful there 
will be a t Gm porar y vacancy for a visiting Lecturer during the 
Academic Year lst Octob er, 1952-15th June, 1953 . The salary will 
be up t o £700, tho ac tual l e vel to be fixed according to 
qualifica tions. The r e ar e ab out 3 weeks' vacation at Christmas 
and aga in a t Eas t er. 

The dutie s will be: -

(1 ) T akin~ char ge , vith the assistance of one Assistant 
and onG or t wo Demons tra tors, of t he practical cla sses 
in e l ement ary gene tics (about 20 students). 

(2) Giving about 20 advanc ed l e cture s t o t he honours and 
res ea rch s tuden ts on a subject in which the Lecturer is 
wG ll vers ed. 

On the whole , mor e than h alf time will be available for r esearch. 

The f acilities of t he Department a r e good for wor k on the 
genetics of micr oor ganisms and of Drosophila. The glass-ware and 
the med i a ar o pr e pared by t echnicar-Staff and some mor e skilled 
t e chnic a l help i s als o ava ilab le. 

The post is equival ent in status to that of a junior Associ a te 
Professor in an Ame ric n University. 

·Would anyone i n t e r e sted pl ea s e write me soon, 

G. Pontecorvo. 
Head of Department. 



56 50 Ellis A venue 

P rofessor G . P ontecorvo 
Department of Genetics 
University of Glasgow 
Glasgow, Scotland 

Dear Professor P ontecorvo: 

February 13, 1952 

Many thanks for your kind letter of January 22nd. I 

think that Dr. Aaron Novick might perhaps be interested in the 

position which you mention. He knows all there is to know about 

microbial genetics, but very little about Drosophila genetics. He 

is a physical chemist by training but he is, of course, conversant 

with the general principles of genetics, so that I believe he would 

be willing to assume the responsibility for the course provided that 

he can get able assistants. Lotte Auerbach has met him over here 

and can probably give you more detailed information about him. 

So can I, of course, if it is desired. 

With kind regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

LS/sds 

1 I 1 



invite§ ·o11 to d 

it§ foreign EJitio~r~§ 

Dralcc Hotel 

CJli<t><lgo 

TJun•§<eL:t •, ,JdJIIM!I''\• t[lt" it"nth 

H.S.Y. P. 



Pre§en:l wiH be 

Adrien Albarrane of Pari§,franee 
,\\a nagi ng Director, .\ \eeani<j u e Poj'u lain• 

Jm·ge11 . T orn'ercLm of CopenJMgeJJ, DeJmlark 
Go-Director of Pol'ular ,\\ek,wik and 

Po]Julaer .\\ekanilt 

Douglas Werlder§roon of Lonclon, EngLmd 
.\\a nager for Great Britain 

Samuel.\\elo 
,\\anaging Director, ~\ee<> ni ea Po]JU]d, . 

.'\J] of tlwse gentlemen are a\·ai I able for eonsult,, tioll on problems 

and eonclition"' witJ1in tlwir eounlt•ie"' on J<l11uarv ll, 15 dncl 16. 

l~r appointment, eal! .\\r.,. . . \\aelnto .. J, . . '1\'J,iteJ,.,iJ .J.-0100. 



You are cordially invited 

to attend an 

Open House 
on the occasion of the 

Fiftieth Anniversary 
of 

Popular Mechanics Magazine 

Popular Mechanics Building 

200 East Ontario Street 

Chicago 

Thursday, January the tenth 

from four until seven o'clock 



WM " ' AF' "'IS O N F ET R I D G E 

\'!C- t: RE"S!DENT 

r·r . Leo Szilard 
University of Chica~o 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear 1/r . Szilard : 

POPULAR 
1
. 

MECHANICS 
Mr'\G./\ZINE J 
CHI CAGO 

ecenbe 12, 1951 

It is a pleasure to tell you in advance of the oublication 

of our Fiftieth A~iversary issue in January 1952 that, in 

recognition of your notev;or:.ny achievements durinz the nac:;t 

half century you have been elected by our editors as one of 

fifty Americans chosen for the Popular .fechanics Hall of Fa"'le . 

A ore- publication copy of our Golden 1mni versary issue, which 

in lud.es trte entire r.::~ster of ou:r- .• -ull of Fo.'ne, is attached 

here~ i th . There is no need to expand on the pride we take in 

pre~entinc t~is illustrious group. 

An illu"'linated scriot co~~e~orating your election to our 

Hall of Fa"'le is at nresont ~eing nrenared . You will be 

info~ed at a later date concerning the manner in which 

this citation will be orG S'"'n ted . ~·:e hope it can ·r> done 

in a way you will both apDr8ciate and aunrovP , 

-~ e congratulate you on yo'lr election and say afain that '\,e 

are grateful to ;yrou for y:mr contrihltion to hu"'lan w~lfare . 

Sincerely, 



POPULAR 
MECHANICS 

MAGAZINE 

CH ICAGO 

January 2, 1952 

WM . H ARRIS O N FE T RID GE 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Mr . Leo Szil ard 
University of Chicago 
5801 South Ellis 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Szilard: 

Herewith is the citation announcing your election 
to Popular Mechanics Half Century Hall of Fame. 

We send this to you as an expression of our 
appreciat i on f or your great accomplishments as 
specified in our Golden Anniversary issue. 

In the future as in the past we shall be standing 
by, observing each of your achievements--and we 
shall report them, pridefully, to the millions 
of readers of Popular Mechanics Ma gazine. 

Sincerely, 

"WHF:mdh 



Population Council 
230 Park Avenue 

April 8, 1963 

New York 17, New York 

Gentlemen: 

I 

uterin 

Dupont 

preliminary 

on "Intra-

my Washington address, Hotel 

If charge, please bill me. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



Miss Onslea H. Gesell 
Population Council 
230 Park Avenue 
lew York 17, N.Y. 

Dear Miss Gesell: 

June 20, 1963 

Dr. Szilard has asked me to write to you and thank you 

for sending him the preliminary report, "Intrauterine Contra-

ceptive Devices". 

We would very much like to have three more copies of this 

same preliminary report, if this would be possible. 

Thank you very much for helping us in this matter. I 

certainly hope that we haven't caused you any inconvenience. 

Sincerely yours, 

KayM. Shannon 
Secretary to Dr. Szilard 
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CHAR.l_ES 0 . PORTER 
4TH DI ST RICT, OREGON 

252 HOUSE OFFICE BuiLDING 

W ASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

CAPITOL 4-3121, E XT. 58 11 
COMMITTEE: 

POST O FFICE AND CIVIL SERVICE 

~ongre~~ of tbe ~niteb ~tate~ 
~ouse of l\epresentatibes 

ma%bington, j.!B. ~. 

858 PEAR L S T REET 

E UGENE, OREGON 

D I A MONO 4-3237 
JACK L. B ILLINGS 

ADMINISTRATI VE ASSISTANT 

BARBARA BURKE 

SECRETARY 

LAURA OLSON 

) RESEARCH ASSISTANT 

GOLDY BUILDING 

MED FORD , O REGON 

SPRING 2- 6819 

Dr . Leo Szilard 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Dr . Szilard: 

July 12, 196o 

I have long known of your great interest in disarmament problems 
and hence I feel I can call on you for advice concerning a 
Conference of Horld Parliamentarians on World Disarmament and 
Rule of Law. 

I am enclosing a brief summary of the problem facing us, and the 
measures we hope to take to solve them. 

Such a conference as proposed naturally requires careful planning 
and I therefore would be deeply grateful if you would ive me your 
ideas on the three following subjects. 

l. \.fuo should be asked to attend: Any suggestion you have of 
leading parliamentarians throughout the free world. 

2 . Agenda : I have suggested several topics in the attached 
summaryj I would welcome more from you . 

3. Possible financial sponsors: It is estimated that such a 
conference would cost around $350,000 . I hope you will be 
able to help me out with some suggestions as to possible 
sponsors . 

I am sure you will agree with me that such a conference is urgently 
needed and I am look ng forward to receiving your suggestions . 

COP: jam 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Charles 0 . Porter 
Member of Congress 



\ 
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CONFERENCE OF WORLD PARLIAMENTARIANS 
ON WORLD DISARMAMENT AND RULE OF LAW 

For a considerable period of time prior to the collapse of the Paris 
Summit conference in May of 1960, a group of private citizens of the free 
world, Members of the u. s. Congress and Members of foreign parliaments (and 
Congresses) have been quietly working toward a conference of Parliamentarians 
on World Disarmament and the Rule of Law, to be held in Washington in June 
of 1961. 

The idea of the conference was formally proposed by Representative 
Charles 0. Porter (D-Ore) i n a speech on the House Floor February 25, 1960 . 

In his speech, Representative Porter quoted from a speech made by 
Secretary of State Herter before the National Press Club of February 18, 1960 . 
Secretary Herter said that "war by miscalculation" is growing even more 
possible because of the "spiraling competition in strategic delivery systems 
with even shorter reaction times " referring, of course, to nuclear missiles. 

The Secretary also stressed the need "to assure a world of peaceful 
change" based on international l aw backed by a world court and by international 
armed force. 

At the time of the delivery of these two speeches the "spirit of Camp 
David" was still presumably abroad in the world . A conference such as 
proposed by Congressman Porter could build on the constructive contributions 
the Paris Summit conference had made to peace and world disarmament . 

With the collapse of the conference under the menacing attacks of the 
Soviet and with the recent announcement of the Soviet Ministry of War that 
the Soviet would rocket bomb any allied territory, the need for such a 
conference of Parliamentarians becomes all the more urgent. 

It now appears that there will be no Summit conference until well into 1961, 
if then, and it becomes vitally i mportant that every possible method of 
focusing attention throughout the world on the inseparable challenges of 
disarmament and peace machinery for settlement of disputes must be utilized . 

In his speech, Congressman Porter said: 

This First World Disarmament and Rule of Law Conference should 
include legislators from all continents on tte earth, opinion 
leaders of all major parties, men and women who recognize the 
urgency and who are determined to act constructively to avoid 
nuclear disaster for the world. 

This should be a working conference, not an occasion simply 
for making speeches to each other. Conferees would be 
divided into legislative covmittees where particular aspects 
of disarmament and the rule of law would be discussed. Each 
committee member would receive in advance of his arrival a draft 
of his committee's report and recommendations. This draft would 
be the basis for discussions within the committee. As amended 

- 1 -



- 2 -

during the sessions it would be offered t o the whole conference 
for adoption as presented or as amended. 

Committee chairman could be men like Grenville Clark, Arthur 
Larson, and Charles Rhyne . Topics, among others could be: 
"Extending and Improving International Courts, " "Revision of 
the United Nations Charter," "A Plan for Controlled Disarma­
ment, " "Ferliamentary Governme~t," Economic Consequences of 
Disarmament," "Prevention of Har by Miscalculation . " 

It is my hope that the President would open the Conference and 
t hat each of the candidates to succeed him would make a short 
talk to demonstrate the unanimity of our leadership, present and 
potential, in seeking both controlled disarmament and the 
settlement of internati onal disputes by law instead of force and 
threat of force . 

Such a conference would be hel d under the auspices of the World 
Parliament Association of London, comprising parliamentarians from many 
nations, the Members of Congress for Horld Peace Thr ough Rule of Law and 
a group of U. S. Congressmen working t o promote world peace . 

The Department of State in a letter dated March 26, 196o, from 
Assistant Secretary Macomber to Congressman Porter, says, in part: 

However, we are equally convinced that an informed world 
public can, through a fuller understandi ng of the problems 
and proposed solutions, greatly assist in breaking the pathway 
to general, controlled disarmament and the development of inter­
national peace-keeping machinery. A conference such as you 
suggest, sponsored by private citizens and organizations, 
could make a valuable contribution toward this end . 

The conference must be conducted under private auspices and hence an 
appeal is being made f or funds t o underwrite the expenses of a four day 
meeting . It is estirr:.ated that ~~350, 000 \VOuld cover transportation, 
lodging, feeding and all the other expenses of such a conference which would 
be attended by a minimum of 500 legislators from 80 nations throughout the 
world. 

ooOOoo 



,._r~ . J3.y Sh'=l nn(:>n 
:ouncil for "l Liv'1ble .1orl:'l 
00~ 301, Du0on t 3u~~iin~ 

.a.sh:n9't::m r: . :; . 

Dear ~rs . ~a~non : 

REC~IVEO AUG. t. 2· T963 

7 5 C7 Eo 'l ;: i n s A v • 
::;c-:2.e r: r"'r~ •• .?r:<~- an::! 
Au us:. 8 , 1Jj3 

Snclosed is the arti~le rren ti oned ~~en visited 
the off ic e t~c wee~s 3go . ~~e re~roduction ~~s d~s ­
~D~ointin-; I ~tin ' t ex~eat it to- cut off so rruch on 
e"1a~1 si~e . I .1ooe t'1"lt •rou 1re able to '<J1:e sor:-e s~=-:1s e 
out of the re m..., ins of it " :->nyv.3y . r~e two v.or-J.s 'tl'l h 
I sircled ~ere Dut in by mr editor without m knov.led9'e , 
Both ~~~n9'e the sense of what was tryin . t; say . Se 
first should have been " rhi_' in stead of '~Clark' p ''. (It 
W8S not Cl1rk's 9 o ~os~l , of c urPe , but th e drrinistr1tion ' s . ) 
Th e ser:'Jn-:) shou l j h~ve been "aiT'bi:uous " inste.?d of "risky . " 
It is one th_n~ to sav thq there is ri sk involved in 
1 pro~:JOs:\ 1; it is ano\he r to sav th:t i t is " r .. sk· ." 

I aT sti l fAs~inated b· the ~osition of the oint 
Chiefs of Staff and there a~psrent reversal .or ~ol it­
i8al r easons . If they woulj no~ testify thAt t hey 8 re 
opposed to " test -ben, I am sure th t the tre·•-.· vJould 
be in troubl e . Ct'1erw1s e , no sw rJ t. 

On e ot~c:r thin~ ; ••IF. cen e;<nect the o:)"Osi':ion (Joljv,at-::r, 
TV:lu r m,e, nd , et a l.) t o br·in~ uo claims o:' flnvis in ou r 
2_trrosr~~ 2""tect:.on S"Pterr , b'1Qf"d on re::)Orts oi "i ncon ­
~lusive KX~tK~ evi jen~e of Soviet tests in uune . The Ad ­
~inistr tlon m3! be as~ed to eithe r deny or conf~rm that 
there ~ere such tests . 

I ha v e not :e t contJctej your friend, ~erry ~i~z~er2ld, 
bu t I v.ill t r y to do so this week . I Dl~n to be i n D . ~ . 
Pv e r y day durin~ the ~earin~s on the rest J3n . now have 
p r ivile~ej stotus, inciden t '1l l y , "'sa IT'-rnbe r of the prEss . 

Thank you fo r you r interest . I vill ~~elcom"" :Jny ne\•S 
·•nd/:::>r v::.~1.s f r orn ti-Je G. fo r a L . 1i. i n th"" future . 



Dear Mrs. Shannon: 

Polo, IllinoSs 
September 4, 1963 

My summer is over and I am back home prepar~ng for 
another school year. I am lfri ting to make sure 
that you have my new add~ess and to request another 
copy of Michael Browers study paper number 2, which 
I found missing when I went to file away everything 
which I brought back home with me. I read it a few 
weeks ago and was really impressed with its importance. 

I am already prepating several columns for the Daily 
Illini, one of them on the test-ban hearings. I 
will try to remember to send you one. I was there 
for all of the morning public hearings and part of 
the afternoon sessions, and I found it a valuable 
experience for the studyof how the Senate works. (To 
say nothing of the individual quirks of senators). 

I will be glad to receive any new material published 
by the council; I have found much of its past liter­
ature both new and sensible. 

A further comment that you might be interested in as 
Dr. Szilard ' s secretary : I read the F~ebel-Bailey 
article in Look on the decesion to drop the A-bomb 
and it seems to me that Dr. Szilard can certainly 
point with pride to a time when he was not touched, 
as so many others seemingly were, by the corrupting 
power of the bomb . I find it astonishing that a man 
of the stature and sensitivity of Robert Oppenheimer 
could gave his approval to the plan which was carried 
out. Perhaps Dr. Szilard could shed some light on that 
question. If so, I would certainly appreciate any 
illumination he could give me. 

Sincerely yours, 

fj ~ 
Gar~orter 
711 W. Illinois 
Urbana, Illinois 



Gary Porter 
711 W. Illinois 
Urbana, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Porter: 

September 16, 1963 

Thank you for your letter of September 4th . Please accept 
my apologies for not answering you sooner. We have been very 
busy at the Council office . 

I am enclosing a c~py of Michael Brower 's Study Paper on 
current U.S. nuclear policy to replace your lost copy, and it 
pleases me very much that you enjoyed Dr. Brower 's views in 
this area. 

I do look forward to receiving from you your column on 
the test-ban hearings and any other columns you care to send 
to me. It is so simple, and yet I never fail to be astonished 
as to the amount of information I can gather just by attending 
one of these hearings. Just the atmosphere of the place itself 
is something that most news articles fail to confey. 

I can't remember if I gave you our latest Washington Bulletin 
and its enclosures. I believe that it bad yet to be printed at 
the time of your visit to the Council: therefore, I am enclosing 
this Bulletin and its enclosures and if you already have a copy 
perhaps you will pass these on to an interested friend. 

I, too, very much enjoyed the LOOK article on the decision 
to depptlhe A-bomb . (The September 34 LOOK, already out, also 
carries a quote from Dr . Szilard in an article entitled, ·~orality -
U.S.A." by Robert Moskin.) I doubt very seriously if Dr . Szilard 
would comment on Dr. Oppenheimer's activities. They are both 
distinguished scientists and friends. 

Please do let me hPar from you when your time permits, and 
bPst wishes with your columns. 

Sincerely yours, 

Kay Shannon 



Dr. Leo Szilard 
Dupont Plaza Hotel 
Dupont Circle, N. W. 
washington, D. c. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

CHARLES PORTER 
AT T O RN EY A N D C O UNSE L OR A T L A W 

202 LEGAL CENTER BUILDING 

858 PEARL STREET 

EUGE NE , ORE G ON 

DIAMOND 3-3321 

December 8, 1961 

It was very good to see that you have embarked on your 
establishment of a council for abolishing war as reported 
in The New York Times last Sunday. I would like to hear 
about the response. 

I attended a disarmament conference at ColUIT~ia recently . 
One small result is the enclosed news release. 

Best of luck to you, 

Sincerely, 

,---
Charles Porter 

CP:p 
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PATENTS 

COPYRIGHTS 

TRADE MARKS 

D:?:' . Leo Szilard 
Lniversity of CL"caao 
Chicaco, Illinois 

Dear Dr. uzil~rd, 

EMANUEL R. POSNACK 
COUNSELOR AT LAW 

270 BROAOWAY 

NEW YORK 7 1 N.Y. 

BARCLAY 7-5320 

June 7, 1950 . 

I are tak:nr t~e libe~ty of sendi~f ·ou, under se!arate 
T :>..__::_ .._ ... .-_ J . cover, an ac'v&Lce co_: e· DLo' ..., · 

1his volu.... e, to be of...'ic..:.a::..l - 1.·, ~s d iL .::>e~ te ber, 
is a clari:ication, fo:r the .asses, cf toda ' ' s econor,:.:.c and 
social preble s ,--2 .c includes &s el: a p:ractical propasal or 
a " flui " global so ,iety . It is in effect a presentatio~ or tho 
case of 20th century liberalisr: against th~ prcvullint, t r enc 
to·; ard centralization both il! the :2;ast and .1est . 

lease acce t this booL ·Ji th my co!hpliments . I be ­
lieve you 11::..1 _·ir, in it :::.uch -f spc..ci&l :r.tere"'t to ou, . ar ­
ticularl~: the discussion c.f the rol e o: modern technolo y in 
creating a ne·:1 species of :-.:c: n e.nr' in c.ta ''-in, thE- o"LAt·w:..·n ideas 
o: stancard3 of e ucat:on . 

You •.. ay also f"i.nd intere~ ting the -:_>r pose" r;lar: for 
creating a global net''lork of c:1'"' nnels for the :ree .1overr.ent of 
rer , goods and in~or ~tion -- by ut~lizing fully , for the f irst 
tice in histor~r , t~e but recently perfected "t 1in technologies 11 

of com1uri c a ti on ad transportation . his idea is of specia l 
si-;nifica1 ce todc:.y since the USP of the t•Jin technologies Y s 
thus far resulted in t' e op osi ~e effect-- i:1 dr.ngerou.s concen­
tratior s of pov1er· on bott. side o: ~-"e ... ·- Curtain . 

I believe r.y book is unique in th it p e. ~ 
a short volu e , an er..com;>a~sing picture cf r·odern societ:' , in­
cluding the fa l lacies 0, both co, .. "l:r..isn a> d ~r-.ctionis ' (:;[ ev ­
pl anat i on of taxes, ta:riff, finance , the problems of intolera c e 
and menlight enrnent -- anct the reveJ n ~ rn 01.' th un1. sed poners 
at the com1.1and of in j vidu 1 .an for imt rovinv total society . 

i.;ov; n or e than ever it is necessc>ry tt~ t the __ eople 
really understor1d t he is sues in the clash of ideologies . It 



Dr . Leo Szilard - 2- June 7, 1~50 . 

is my hope that the book ;Jill meet this great need by providing a ratir.nal, i!lstead of the present e~otional basis for the 
rejection of I~rxism i~ favor of democratic free enterprise . It is intended to serve as a ~ide to t~1at vast segment of 
society who are dissatisfied ~ith the ine~uities oi mono~oly ca:r-.i talisn1, yet ·vho refuse tG accer-t the . Toke of cornrmni sm . 

I should li~e very ,uch to have your re&cti n to my 
book . ny com ents or criticism you may care to make ~ill be ,.,elcon·e and hi -"~1 r ap'Y),.,ecia te • 

I shall look forward Tith interest to hearing :rom you . 

ERP :ab ( c ' 
"---- ..... 



Mr. Em nuel R. Posnack 
Counselor at Law 
270 r oadTYay 
Ner, York 7, Ne York 

Dear ~r . Pocnack; 

June 14, 1950 

Dr . Szilar~ did not h~ve time to rc1 ly to your 

l ett0r be or e leavin~ t own , tut l e hrs , •~ ·ed me t o 

t ell you tho. t h o fc hul l b e very c.,la :..o r -.::ac y ::J:..J r 

book. 

Your s very t ruly, 

Secre t ary f or Leo Szilard 



56 EAST 66TH STREET NEW Y ORK 21 TRAFALGAR 9· 19 19 

Clarkson N Potter, Inc./Publisher 

Dr . Leo Szilard 
1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago, Ill. 

Dear Dr. Szilard, 

June 19, 1961 

I'm taking the liberty of sending you under 
separate cover a manuscript of MAN'S MEANS TO HIS 
END, by Sir Robert Watson-Watt, which I'm planning 
to publish this Fall. 

It is to my mind an extremely important book, 
and I hope you will want to go over it because 
both Sir Robert ammyself would welcome anything 
you might care t o say about it, especially if we 
can quote you . I ho pe in any case you can return 
the manuscript to me fairly soon as it will be 
some time before we have galley proofs . Thanks 
in advance for your help. 

Yours very sincerely, 

?.L 
CNP : sb Clarkson N. Potter 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 3 7 ·ILLINOI S 

THE ENRICO FERMI INSTITUTE 

FOR NUCLEAR STUDIES 

Prof essor C. F . Powell 
H. H. Wills Physical Laboratory 
University of Bristol 
Royal Fort 
Bristol 8, Engl and 

Dear Professor Powell: 

July 26, 1957 

I am in the process of exploring what kind of 

reactions others might have to a proposal of holding in the 

future a sequence of meetings somewha t similar to t he Pug­

wash meeting . : ttached you 1,.,rill find a memorandum which I 

have written on the subject and sent to a number of people 

whose names are a tta che d . This being va ca tion time, I do not 

expect a n ea rly resp onse but when the re is a signif icant 

res ponse tha t is worth discussing I shal l write you a ga in . 

In the meantime , could you jot down just a few 

l ines and give me your own personal views on the subject of 

the memorandum ? 

m 
Encl . 

With kind personal regards , 

Very sincerely yours , 

Leo Szilard 

P . S. Enclosed you will a l so find a copy of a covering letter 

to the memorandum that I sent to Professor Topchiev . 



PrOL cor C. F. PON 
H. H. ~fills Physic 1 Lbor-ttory 
Universi~y o~ Bristol 
Roya l Fort 
Bristol 8 , Engl nd 

Dear Prof essor Powell: 

Eugust 22, 1957 

I believe you are one of those designated at Pugw~ sh to 

serve on a continuing committee . I should apprecia te your reading 

the attached note and letting me have your reaction as soon as con-

venient . 

m 
Encl . 

With kind regards, 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 
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~ : .k :0u can !in ;our res~ure 7rnu r~r • - made 
ut t~e v - op . I a. nut sure ~bout i~ ytt , ut I a· or. DE 
or. tnE:: Jnc. to \ r ict oelon:: , · n .'ler ··-uymr c • .1.... .:.:>1.:::: ln cc.rr.es 
to town , i i ntend tJ pea- to hi a out !t . itr v - op 
~ove ent is whot JU UiE t c. ll oe-oc~ati~ na :tq i~m , an. 
the me~oers tend to e a tigh ty_c G_ pers~r . 

~ -bout the pled_::in_:: ?.;o • ..L don ' t thinl: peo~le \<Ti:.l cc thct . 
I now ~y ~msband ·or:. I ""(, . ·-lh.:.le it i the rea onr le t:1ine; to 
do-- still , tnere it i'_ , people n·te to corr:.nit t'1eu'lselves to 
givin£ that ~uch away just to save their li~es . 

f yoJ could co your wo~k t:rough the ~ o - op , y u woulc 
not need any money , cecause the vo- op ·lready is set up and 

/
vo l unteers and others could be ... ou~.d to co F ll the t.1.s. that 
are requ i red , througt the usual channels o~ tne gr~up . 

I enc l ose the ~ ~ - op hews •·· lnut vrce', 2ssue of tr e 
nerLeley .t..d i tion-- ·•e 1 ve four in the ..5o_y .rtrea, and i'i il l 
soon have a fiftr. , nc after that a sixtr_ ) . This is a 
bu'('geoning ortj<: n.:.z· tion . ~1ope you thin1·~ 1 t is "' c..:ood 
idea . rlernice ~nble sent me a co-y of 3our spee~n . 

l· r s . r vey r o1·e l son 
24 11 ••arren rta . 
•ialnut Cree , ..... [' l i:' . 

<>( J.. j . .. r 7/./1 -~-- ' 
(../ i..c...-.? . ...{. - - I \. '- ;..r-vf 



Dear Dr. Szilard: 

5lrgonnc Retionel "{eboretorQ 
P.O . BOX 5207 

CHICAGO 80. ILLINOIS 

BUTTERFIEL D 8 -1400 

2 November 1950 

Enclosed for your use are the following papers by Jennings 
conc er ning the biology of f. bursaria. UnfortunaJely I have no duplicate 
copies of these reprints which I can give you . 

Biol. Bull. 86: 131, 1944 
J. Exp. Zool. 96: 171 1944 
J. Exp . Zool. 96 :243, 1944 
J. Exp . Zool. 99 : 15, 1945 
Science 94: 44?, 1941 

I have been able to find only several references to Lansing's 
work . These are: 

A transmiRsible and cmnulat ive and reversible factor in aging 
Journal of Gerontology 2: 228, 1947 

Calcium and growth in aging and cancer 
Science 106: 187, 1947 

The general physiology of a ging 
Jour. Geron. 2: 327, 1947 

His name and address are 

A. I . Lansing 
Medical School 
Washington University 
St. Louis, Mo. 

The Pierson reference is as follows : 

The relation of mortality after endomixis to the prior interendomic­
tic interval in f• aurelia • Biol. Bull. 74: 235, 1938. 

I f she were writing the paper today she would use the word "autogamy" for 
endomixis, and the paper should be read as if she did use the proper term. 

7~ 
E. L. Powers 



Mr. Charles Pratt 
East 68th Street 

New York 21, New York 

Dear Mr. Pratt: 

Washington, D.C. 
20 December 1961 

I would appreciate your reading the text of the 

enclosed speech which I delivered at various universities and 

which I am going to deliver~ still other universities on 

the West Coast in January. 

Please note that I am not starting a movement but rather 

conducting an experiment to determine if such a movement would 

get off the ground if it were started in the right way. At-

tached is a note about the response to date. , 

If, after studying these documents, you find that you 

might be interested do be good enough to call me over the 

telephone in Washington, D.C., Hotel Dupont Plaza, HUdson 3-6ooo\ 

extension 745. 

I expect to be here until the 4th of January when I 

take off for the West Coast. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D.C. 



Charles Pratt 
242 East 68th Street 
New York 21, N. Y. 

YUkon 8-6188 

Dr. Leo Szilard, 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

January 18, 1962 

I hope this letter will be forwarded to you on the West 
Coast. 

I ask you to forgive my postponement ofan answer to your 
letter until now. tn the midst of making photographs, a visual matter, 

' I'm often lazy about correspondence , and I have been disgracefully lazy 
in view of the urgency (to understate it) of your proposal. I'm terribly 
sorry. 

I'm extremely interested in your idea of e. Peace Lobby, 
and I will support it - financially and otherwise - to the beet of my 
ability. That means now, if you need it, or later when such e. movement 
gets started. 

Perhaps unfairly, I often become impatient with the concern 
of people whose motivation can be expressed by a simple, loud protest 
in the intricacies of political strategy. I was disappointed in the 

1 discus alone of the Columbia division of the Commi tteea of Correspondence 1 

recently, because it became clear- at least in the two meetings I attemded 
- that the desire to be a study group rat . her than an action group 
often led to a discussion of various points of view which had the 
inevitability of the cold war e.e a common premise. Many seemed to have 
buried their original motives in joining a group, dedicated to finding 
peaceful alternatives, 1!'3 what they felt was a necessary "realistic" 
approach. ~// 

I'm convinced that the Movement which you propose, if 1ed 
by and composed of men somewhat like yourself, will be able to hold in 
common at all moments pol&tical reality and a passion for sanity and 
humanism. Through knowing you slightly and through a book ("Brighter 
than a Thou sand Suns") which I've been reading, I've come to rea1ize 
that your social ideas are based on standards whoee depth has been 
severely tested. This humanism will not be submerged in the daily needs 
of strategy. (I guess I didn't know very much about your history before 
reading this book by Jungk). 

I guess your ideas are d• scribed by some as fantastic, 
but I think you are one of the very few people around who has recognized 
the f ante.sti'c nature of the reality in which we live, and the need for 
e.ppropriat e solu tiona. 

I don't mean to turm my support of the movement into a 
cult of personality; it's just that I feel your clarity and determination 



-2-

are rare. 

Julie (my wite) sends her best. 

Let me know how I oan help as soon as the occasion arises. 

Yours very truly, 



@Jr~:d.e.xs' 'flnd:l: & @.cr. 
45 ,~!htll ~h.e.e.E 

~.t:tr J!.ark 5 

Dr. Leo Szillard 
Hotel du Pont Plaza 
du Pont Circle 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Dear Dr . Szillard: 

March 22, 1962 

We enclose herewith Mr . Charles Pratt ' s 

check in t he amount of $3,000.00 payable to the 

Trustees for Council for Abolishing War . 

Would you kindly send us a formal re -

ceipt for which we enclose a self addressed en -

velope. 

CWL:H 
Enc losures 

Very truly yours, 

~~7 



Charles rl. Laue, Jr. 
Charles Pratt and Co . 
45 lall Street 
Nei-l York 5, Nell York 

Dear :1r. L:lue : 

30 ·~arch 1962 

In response to your letter of 22 Iarch I am writin~ to 

acknowledge the receipt of ·rr. Pratt's check in the a.wunt 

of $3,000.00 to the Trustees f or the Council for Abolishing ~ ar. 

I have turned the check over to '·!r. Dan Singer , a \vashington at-

torney , -vrho is serving as Trustee f or the Council. 

Sine erely, 

Leo Szilard 



PRATT CLINIC- NEW ENGLAND CENTER HOSPITAL A UNIT OF THE TUITS-NEW ENGLAND MEDICAL CENTER 

111 HAB81SON AVBNUB • BOSTON ll, MASSACHUSETTS HEMATOLOGY ·Blood Researcll Laboratory 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
The DuPont Plaza Hotel 
1500 New Hampshire Avenue N. W. 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

Willi&m Dameshek, Director, M. D. 
Mario Baldini, M. D. 

W. J. Mitus, M. D. 
R. S. SchwarU, M. D. 

April 30, 1962 

I recently received a letter from Dr. David Weiss, who told me of your interest 
in my work. I am, of course, extre1nely flattered by this opportunity to write to you. 

We have studied the surpression of primary and secondary immune responses 
with 6-mercaptopurin~, as you will see in the enclosed reprints, in a system in 
which the experimental animal was the rabbit and the antigen human serum albumin. 
We found that a dose of 6 mg/kg. of 6-MP given for 14 days will block the primary 
response, but in the secondary response took antigen. Recently, however, 
La Plante and Condie working with Rob e rt Good have found that larger doses of 
6-MP, 12 to 15 mg/kg. per day will block the secondary response and will, in 
fact, abolish a turtiary response. They suggested that the drug somehow erases 
"immunologic memory". Their paper is in the April is sue of the Journal of 
Laboratory and Clinical Medicine. 

You might be interested to know that recent unpublished experiments which we 
are about to write up demonstrate that not only is the dose of drug important, but 
that the does of antigen used plays a dominating role in the production of drug 
induced immunologic tolerance. I will be happy to mail you a copy of this 
manuscript when it is ready. 

We also have a number of experiments in progress in our laboratory in which 
we are attempting to use the chemical surpression of immunity forma&n as a tool 
for studying mechanisms of immunity. If you wish, I will be glad to keep you 
posted on these experiments. With Best Regards. 

Sincerely, 

RSS/eg Robert S. Schwartz, M.D. 
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l :' (; ) 
W~e :Jresibettfs Qlommisshrtt ott ~ear± ~isease, Qlaurer atto ~iroke 

ROOM 5623, ORTH H.E.W. BUILDING 

330 INDEPENDENCE AVENUE SW. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201 

WOrth 2-2581 or WO 2-3544 

May 16, 1964 
DR. l\ l ! CH A EL E. DEBAKEY, CHAIR~ lAN 

DR . SA MUEL BELLET 

MR. BARRY BI NGH AM 

l\lR . ]OH N M ACK CARTER 

DR . R. LEE CLARK 

DR. E DWA RD W . DE1!P S EY 

DR. SID N EY F AR BER 

DR. ]\{ARIO N F AY 
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Dr . Leo Szi l ard 
The Salk Inst i tute 
La J ol l a , Califor ni a 

Dear Dr . Szilar d : 

In pursui ng i t s t a sk, t he Committee on Re search of t his 
Commission has deemed i t desir able to collect a series of 
brief but highly author ita t ive statements or essays summar ­
izing the current status of various s egments of t he pr ob l ems 
before us. On behalf of t he Commi ttee therefore , i t i s my 
pleasure t o ask whether you can prepare such a s t a t ement wi t h 
respect to: 

11 0n the inherit ance of t he tendency to cancer 11 

The specific t i t l e above is not meant to confine or limit you 
unduly. Please f eel free to alter the titl e as you see fit and 
addre s s yourself t o such related subject as you may pref er . 

It is our hope t hat t his s tat ement might be compris ed of 
four sections. First , we should l ike you t o summarize t hos e 
cogent facts which, in your view, are of prime signifi cance 
for underst anding and progr es s with in this fi el d . Se cond , we 
should like some defini tion of t he current bou_ndary betweer. 
knowledge and ignorance . Stated other wise , this would be a 
delineation of t hos e i mpor t ant probl ems, which i n your view, 
seriously warrant exploration at this point i n t ime . Third, 
we would be happy t o have a f ew par agr aphs of 11b lue sky:' t hink­
ing in which you would be a t liberty to di s cus s possi bl e mode s 
of experimental attack or r esearch ventures, l arge or small, 
within this problem area. Fourth, such thought s as you may 
wish to express concerning the organi zat i on of r e sear ch in this 
field, the need for support, t he limi ting factor s , etc . , will 
be extremely welcome . 

This e ssay may be of such l ength a s you find conveni ent , 
i.e., from three o:rJ .four pages to ten time s that l ength should 
you find this necessary or desirab l e . I t is intended to b e 
your view of the situation at thi s moment in time , a view 
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which you could substantiate and docUIJient in the normal IDLL~er 
under other circumstances, but which, at this time, car­
probably be prepared 11 off the top of your head" and with little 
need for consultation of the prime literature . All su h essay 
will be included in a single volume which will be p~l~ished as 
part of the final r eport of this Commission. Accoriir-gly, it 
is likely to receive rather wide circulation. Jlnd, i L turn, thio 
will indicate that the report should not be documented with the 
usual r ef er ences. It is not i.ntended f or the normal cientific.. 
literature but is to be read by both prof ess i onal and lay person­
nel. These comments may perhaps also s erve as a guide with 
r espect to the language of this report. 

Because of the mandate given to the Commiss i on by President. 
Johnson, I r egret that relativel y little time can be made avail 
able t o you f or this preparation . It s eems i mperative that we 
set as a deadline for receipt, Friday, June 12. Although this 
seems an outrageously short time, by that very t oken you will 
understand that we are not seeking a scholarly effort equiva­
lent to that which is normal to the scientific review literature 
but rather, as indicated above, a status r eport of this field 
as it seems to you from your own personal prof essional vantage 
point at this moment. 

The Committee joins me in hoping that you will find it 
possible to accept this invitation. Enclosed herewith is a 
notification form which we should like to have at your ver y 
earliest convenience. 

With all best wishes and kindest regards. 

Sincerel~ours , 
~ 

/: 
7J 

p Handler 
Chairman, Committee on Research 

PH:mlk 

Pleas e address replies to 
Philip Handler 

Duke University 
Durham, N. C. 
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RESPONSE 
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Enrico Fermi Institute 
University of Chicago 
Chicago 36, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

/ l \ 

Murray Dodge Hall 
Princeton University 
Princeton, New Jersey 
24 February, 1964 

/ 
I. ...-1 

For the past few years Response, The Princeton Symposium on 
World Affairs, has attempted to organize pointed and fruitful discussion 
of issues crucial to our society. In the spring of each year, Response 
selects one weekend to bring together people who are competent to discuss 
and interested in the problems at hand. Our guests have ranged from 
Senator Jacob Javits to Robert Penn Warren, from Edward Albee to Arthur 
Schlesinger, Jr. The enclosed Chairman's Report and list of past 
speakers should furnish a more detailed view of our past and present 
activitieso 

Response 1964 is venturing into a complex and most important 
field: "The Scientific Impact." The Response Committee hopes that you 
will be able to join us for the weekend of May 1 - 3, 1964, as a guest 
speaker-participant in our ~posium. The Committee feels that because 
of your outstanding contributions in the field of atomic physics, your 
well known science fact-fiction, and your concern with the place of science 
in the modern world, your presence would be most valuable. The Response 
Co~mittee is able to offer an honorarium in addition to accomodation and 
travel expenses. 

The accompanying working format gives an idea of what we hope 
the weekend will encompass. We are not so presumptuous as to think that 
in the course of one weekend we can analyze the full impact of science 
in the modern world. Yet, experience has taught us that the very confron­
tation of different men and ideas will produce an atmosphere of reappraisal 
and creative thought. Those listening to the panels or participating in 
the se~~nars are forced, by the contrasting opi~ions presented, to clarify 
their own positions. It is in this reappraisal and clarification that 
Response sees its real significance. We do not resolve anything; we help 
individuals --- audience and pat~icipants alike --- to focus on crucial 
issues in the area of discussion; and the,y, as educated men and women, 
form their own opinions. 

We hope that we may hear from you in the near future. If you 
have any questions or comments, please do not hesitate to include them 
in your return letter. Looking forward to seeing you on Response Weekend 
ana thanking you for your kindness, I am, 

Si?i/~ ~· -
J;ard Erwin Dixon r-
Chair~an, Response Committee 



Mr. Richard Erwin Dixon 
Murray Dodge Hall 
Princeton University 
Princeton, N.J. 

Dear Mr. Dixon: 

May 12, 1964 

I am writing to thank you for your kind invitation to participate 

in your symposium, May 1-3. Because your letter was received at a time 

when I was in the process of moving to La Jolla, it got mis-filed and 

did not cross my desk until today. 

I regret this but in any case it would not have been possible for me 

to go to Princeton early in May. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

LS:jm 



RESPONSE 
PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 

Dr. Leo fz. ilard 
Fnrico Fer~i Institute 
University of Chicago 
Chicago 36, Illinois 

DPar Dr. Szilard: 

Murray Dodge Hall 
Princeton University 
Princeton, New J e~ey 

[ :.-- l ff. 

For the pa.st few years Response, The Princeton Symposium on 
V'orld ~. ff?irs , has Pttempted to orgPnize pointed e1 nd fruitful discussion 
of issues crucial to our society. In the spring of e?ch year, Resr onse 
~elPcts one weekend to bring together people who are competent to discuss 
and interePted in the problems at hend. Our ~ests have r;:mged f rom 
Sen tor J rcob J avit s to Robert Penn Warren , from Edward Albee to Arthur 
Schlesinger, Jr. The enclosed Chairrren 's Report c:nd list of pc>st spe:>kers 
should furni sh a ~ore detailed view of our past and present activities. 

Response 1964 i~ venturing into a complex and most important 
fi eld: "The Scientific Imoact. 11 The Response Committee hopes that you 
will be able to join us as a guest speP..ker during our Symposiurr., which 
is scheduled for the weekend of Uay l-3, 1964. The Comnittee feels that 
because of your outstanding contributions in the field of atorric physics, 
your well known science f act-fiction, and your concer::-1 ',:ith the place 
of science in the modern world, your presence would be most valuable. The 
Response ComrrQttee is able to offer an honorarium in addition to accomodation 
and travel expenses. 

The Cl Ccompa rwi g working format gives n i de?. of ''l'hat we hope the 
weekend will encompass. 'e are not so presJmptuous as to think that in the 
course of one weekend we can analyze the full imp ct of science on the 
~odern vrorld . Yet, erperience has t aught us tha.t the very confrontation of 
different men and ideas will produce an atmosphere of reappraiscl and 
cre~ tive thought. Those listening to the panels or oarticipating in the 
seminars c. re forced, by the contrasting opinions pr esented, t o cla rify their 
own ositions. It is in this reapprai sal t> nd chrification that Response 
sees its real significance. We do not resolve anything: we help individuals--­
audience and speakers alike---to focus on the cruci?l issues in the area 
of rl iscussion; and they, a.s educated men and women, form their own opinions. 

We hope that we might hear from you in the near future. If you 
have Emy questions or comments, please do not hesitate to include them 
in your return letter. Looking fonrard to seeing you on Response W~kend 
and thanking you for your kindness, I re~..a in, 

J;571Z6 VA -
Richard Erwin Dixon r 
Chairman, Response Committee 



RESPONSE 
THE PRINCETON SYMPOSIUM ON WORLD AFFAIRS 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 
Princeton, New Jersey 

CHAIRMAN'S REPORT 

Each Spring, the Princeton Response Committee presents a weekend 

symposium devoted to focusing interest on a subject of contemporary importance 

to American society. The purpose of the Response program is to present an open 

discussion, encompassing diverse points of view, of that subject. By bringing 

outstanding and articulate leaders who are not usually directly associated with 

students to the Princeton campus, Response fills a definite place in the college 

student's attempt to educate himself. The business of students is ideas, and 

Response provides a necessary and vital extra-curricular forum for discussion 

of ideas. 

In each of its three previous programs, Response has discussed various 

facets of the individual's role within modern society. The topic of the 1961 

Response Symposium, "America, the Question of Creative Survival, 11 examined 

America's reaction to two pressures r esulting from-a modern, industrial age: ·. that 

of surviving in an increasingly complex nuclear age and that of also preserving 

the ideals and institutions upon which America was founded. Response 1962, 

"The Changing Face of the American Democracy," was a more specific examination of 

the effects of the modern age upon our political institutions. 

Last year, Response turned from a political theme and discussed the topic 

of 11 The Pursuit of Excellence in the Creative Arts. 11 Over thirty speakers ---

artists, businessmen, critics, and producers --- examined contemporary art, its 

relation to society, and some of the pressures they saw in the world of the arts. 

In conjunction with Response 1963, the Response Committee published a magazine, 

which was sold during the weekend symposium, consisting of articles on the theme, 

color reproductions of paintings by participating artists, and critiques of the 

speakers written by students and faculty members at Princeton. A copy of the 

magazine is enclosed. \ ') ~ \ Ll Q \ ...> ( 
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The impact of Response upon the intellectual life not only of Princeton 

but upon the town and other schools and colleges along the Eastern Seaboard is 

perhaps difficult to measure. If attendance is any measure of success, Response 

is having a definite impact. Attendance has grown from the approximately 1100 

people in 1961 to over 2500 in 1963. Another measure of the importance of Response 

is that many schools have sent students and faculty members to learn how they might 

present similar programs to their student bodies. 

Although Response is a program conceived and directed by undergraduates, 

the Committee must rely heavily upon people outside the academic community for 

intellectual and financial support. Chartered by the University in 1960, Response 

has remained financially independent of the University. The budget of over $10,000 

for Response 1963 was raised from contributions from corporations, foundations, 

in teres ted individuals, as 1.\Tell as from admission and magazine charges. 

This year, Response will examine modern man and his relation to a 

scientifically oriented world. Science influences every facet of modern man's 

life. Never before has one mode of thinking invaded such a myriad of seemingly 

unrelated fields --- art, government, religion, and business. Yet in no area 

is lay i gnorance so appalling. 

In the tradition of Response, we shall strive to deepen understanding 

and to provoke discussion on the relationship of science to society. vJe can 

not hope to answer the diverse questions or to solve the infinite problems raised 

by this most vital question. But perhaps we can do our part to broaden the base 

of people qualified to seek ans1-1ers or to arrive at solutions •• Bt.t this may 

only be accomplished if thoughtful and rational discussion takes place. This 

then is the aim of Response: to promote that discussion. 

( NOTE: A list of past participants in Response and a financial statement is 
also enclosed. For further information concerning Response, contact: 

Richard Dixon 
Chairman, Response Committee 
Princeton University 
Princeton, New Jersey 



PAST PARTICIPANTS IN RESPONSE 

The participants at the last three Response Symposiums have been : 

EDWARD ALBEE 
Playwright 

MILTON BABBITT 
Composer 

JAMES BILLINGTON 
Professor History , Princeton 

University 

PATRICIA BlAKE 
Columnist 

STANLEY BRAKHAGE 
Film Producer 

WILLIAM BUCKLEY 
Editor , THE NATIONAL REVIEW 

SENATOR CLIFFORD CASE 
Republican , New Jersey 

JOHN CHEEVER 
Novelist 

DAVID DONALD 
Historian, Pulitzer Prize 1961 

RICHARD EBERHART 
Poet 

RALPH ELLISON 
Novelist 

DR. JEROME D. FRANK 
Psychologist, Johns Hopkins Univ . 

JACK GILBERT 
Poet 

ARNOLD GINGRICH 
Publisher, ESQUIRE 

DR. ROBERTF. GOHEEN 
President , Princeton University 

ERIC F . GOLDMAN 
Profess or History, Princeton 

CLEVE GRAY 
Painter 

PHILIP GUSTON 
Sculptor 

AUGUST HECKSHER 
Special Consultant on the Arts 

to President Kennedy 
THOMAS HESS 

Editor, ART NEWS 

DOUGlAS JACKSON 
Publisher , LIFE Magazine 

ELIZABETH JANEWAY 
Novelist 

SENATOR JACOB J. JAVITS 
Republican , New York 

PHILIP JOHNSON 
Architect 

BERNARD MALAMUD 
Novelist 

SENATOR EUGENE McCARTHY 
Democrat , Minnesota 

GORDAN McCLENDON 
Businessman 

ROBERT B. MEYNER 
Former Governor , New Jersey 



NEWTON MINOW 
Former Chairman , F . C . C. 

EDWARD P . MORGAN 
News Analyst 

HOWARD NEMEROV 
Poet 

BARNETT NEWMAN 
Painter 

REVEREND ALBERT C. OUTLER 
Clergyman and Educator 

HENRYS. PATTERSON 
Mayor , Princeton 

I. M. PEl 
Architect 

SENATOR WILLIAM PROXMIRE 
Democrat , Wisconsin 

GEORGE READY 
Professor English , C. C . N. Y. 

HAROLD ROSENBERG 
Art Critic 

PHILIP ROTH 
Novelist 

RICHARD H. ROVERE 
Author and Columist 
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PAUL RUDOLPH 
Architect 

MURIEL RUKEYSER 
Poet 

ALINE SAARINEN 
Architectural Critic 

ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER, JR. 
Special Assistant to 

President Johnson 
BRENDAN SEXTON 

Special Assistant to 
Walter Reuther , U. A. W. 

DAVID SMITH 
Painter 

SENATORJOHNSPARKMAN 
Democrat , Alabama 

WILLIAM STYRON 
Novelist 

HARRY R. VAN CLEVE 
Peace Corps 

ROBERT PENN WARREN 
Novelist 

S. L. WEAVER 
Advertising Executive 

ROBERT WHITEHEAD 
Director,....,. Lincoln Center 

rtepertory Theatre 

CALDER WILLINGHAM 
Novelist 



RESPONSE 
THE PRINCETON SYMPOSIUM ON WORLD AFFAIRS 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 
Princeton, New Jersey 
RESPONSE 1964 

"THE SCIENTIFIC IMPACT" 

Working Format 

FRIDAY EVENING, 17 APRIL 1964: PANEL 
An analysis, by both scientists and non-scientists, of the qualitative nature 
of the impact of science upon mid-twentieth century America. This session 
will serve as an introduction to the symposium by defining the areas of dis­
cussion, by examining the "present state of the art," and also by examining 
the trend of future developments. 

SATURDAY, 18 APRIL 1964: Three periods for meetings: one in the morning and 
two in the afternoon. Within each period will be simultaneous discussions 
of problems which fall under the three main headings. 

PERIOD I: SCIENCE AND GOVERNMENT 
A. Science and policy formulation: The roles of science and scientific 

organizations in advising governmental policy formulation. 
B. Science and the Military: The interrelationships between the military 

and science in the allocation of financial and strategic resources. 
C. Science and the Bureaucracy: The degree of control exerted over 

scientific progress by non-scientists. 

PERIOD II: THE IMPACT OF TECHNOLOGY 
A. Automation: An extrapolated timetable of the growth of automation and 

the problems inherent in this progress. 
B. Operations Analysis and Mathematical Economics: The role of operations 

analysis in conflict resolution and in the control of the economy. 
C. The Computer and Intelligence Amplification: The computer's role in 

dealing with the information explosion, 
D. Cybernetics: The current and anticipated extent of our understanding 

control processes in man through the integration with machine models. 
E. The Sciences of Man: The impact of research in genetics, psychology, 

etc. 
F. Space: Are possibilities for original research being hindered by the 

political necessity of being first to reach the moon and other goals 
in space? 

PERIOD III: SCIENCE AND HUMAN VALUES 
A. Education: What should be the goals of education within a scientific 

society? 
B. Specialization: What are the problems inherent in the increased 

specialization within all fields of human learning? 
C. Artistic Values: The extent which art can and does thrive within a 

scientific society; the effects of scientific learning upon art and 
artistic processes. 

D. The Search for an Ethic: What are the possibilities of having an ethic 
within a scientifically oriented world? 

SUNDAY, 19 APRIL 1964: PANEL 
Summation and synthesis: Man's place in a rapidly changing world. 

NOTE: This, of course, is only a tentative format. In all probability, some 
topics will be altered or dropped; others will be added. 



RESPONSE 
THE PRINCETON SYMPOSIUM ON WORLD AFFAIRS 

PRINCETON UNIVERSITY 
Princeton, New Jersey 

SPEAKERS 
Honorariums 
Lodging 
Other expenses 

ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES 
Telephone and Telegram 
Telephone Answering Service 
Secretarial services 
Stationery and duplication 
Travel expenses 

PUBLICITY AND MAGAZINE 
Printing expensesl 

brochure ) 

posters and handbills) 
tickets ) 

Mailing (including art) 
RESPONSE Magazine 

PRODUCTION 
Lighting and Sound 
Labor 
Chair rental 
Receptions for speakers 
Transcripts 
Lodging for conferees 

B U D G E T 

1963 estimate 

$ 3,500.00 

500.00 
4,ooo.oo 

350_.00 

150.00 
50 .00 

250 . 00 
800 . 00 

750 . 00 

175. 00 
100 . 00 

1, 025. 00 

250 . 00 
75. 00 

400 . 00 
90 . 00 

250 . 00 

Miscellaneous (refunds, etc.) 100. 00 
Photography 100 . 00 
Saturday afternoon seminars 100.00 

1,365.00 

ART EXHIBIT 
Shipping, handling, insurance, 
and guards for special art and 
photography exhib~ts.2 3! 000. 00 

3, 000 . 00 

T<YrAL COSTS $10 ,190 .00 

1963 actual 

$ 3,000.00 
730.05 
399.64 

4,129.69 

419.56 
10.00 
36.00 

192.21 
216.19 
873.96 

682.50 
132.00 
65. 00 

307.68 
2,991.53 
4,178.71 

217.50 
166.32 
257.75 
129.50 

765. 00 
181.13 

1, 717.20 

$10 ,899.56 

NOTES: (1) Expenses not separately listed in earlier budgets. 

1964 estimate 

$ 3,500.00 
700.00 
400.00 

4,600.00 

450,.00 
10.00 
50.00 

200 . 00 
250 . 00 
960 . 00 

700 .00 
135.00 
65. 00 

250 . 00 
2,000 .00 
3,150.00 

400 . 00 
200. 00 
275. 00 
250 . 00 
150 . 00 
900 . 00 
100 .00 

2,275. 00 

$10,985.00 

(2) After the proposed budget for RESPoNSE 1963 was drawn, it was 
decided to spend the money on the RESPONSE He.ga7.1ne rather 
than on the art exhibit. This decision was necessitated when 
construction on the Princeton campus forced RESPeNSE t0 have 
a much smaller art exhibition space. The result~ng cost~ for 
this s.oaller exhibit are listed in other port ions of the t.u-U\'!:et. 



THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO ROUND TABLE 

Thank you for letting me see the 
enclosed materiel. 



THE UN I VERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 3i ·ILLINOIS 

INSTITUTE OF RADIOBIOLOGY AND BIOPHYSICS 

56 50 Ellis A venue 

Mrs . George Probst 
Associate .c,ditor 

February 28 , 1952 

The University of Chicago Magazine 
5733 University Avenue 
Chicago 37 , Illinois 

Dear Mrs . Probst: 

Enclosed is an article entitled ''The Mark Gable 

Foundation'' . If you want to use it, please let me know and 

I vill then make some minor corrections before releasing 

it. Enclosed is also a reprint from the Chicago Law 

Review in which you might be interested. Though it found 

great favor with Colonel McCormick to the extent of the 

Tribune devoting an editor ial to its praisej, you might 

find it unsuitable for your magazine . 

LS/sds 
Enclosures 

Sincerely yours , 
I/ P 

fr / -----/ L£ 
Leo Szilard 



Janua:t-y 10, 1957 

Li the follcming :LS i.."rldicate<.l ·~he ld.nd .of informa1;ion that 
we may hope to o tain through a qUBat:onnai&e. (!f ar~ of this in~ 
f'ormat5~on can be conveniently obtained fz.'cm the :.~.na~a-7lce policy# 
·Ghen the correapondiv..g que a tions ean r.~e omitted from the qv.ea tio1ma:i.re. ) 

1 • Pol:i.cy l\i:!mbe:.') • 

2o Sex: !ff •. ale 
Fer~ale 

3.. Year o~ bi!'th: 
l~ • r.a.ri tal s te. tu.s : 

5. Height 

6. Weight 

Single 
r·iarciec. 
\'Jidowed 
Divorced 

7. Tal:ing tranquilizer d~ugs or sleeping pills: 
:frequently 
~.rely 
Nevez> 

8 .. 
rv 

ConBumption of ~,.ea"i:i ox~ Egga or CI·1eeae or Butter o::• lUlk: 
Heavy 
MtJderatf' 
i::L.gh"G 

{ 

I 

10~ Doea he O!" sh~a smoke o1gare·~tas at preeent? Ves 
No 

11. It h.e or ehe sraokes 
a. HoH much? 

cigarettes at pr~sont -
Leas than one paok a d&.y 
P-.bout~ o...VAe paclt a. day o~ :a:ore 
Abau.t ttro pac1te Ol"' more 
~toattly w:.. th filt~e~·tips 
f.Io.atl~ tlfi1rho ..... t fil·tcr-tipe 

12o If he or she does not sm.ol(e eigaz~ttea at present;$ has ha m.~ 

I she e e~ amokea cigarettes ~e~2arly? Yes 
\ r • (i,-f ~lo 

l3o If he or she never smolced 
alle now amoke regularly -

cigaret·aes 
cigar-s 
pipe 
no-'c;ning 



~\1-lera is some !:eeson to suspect that the age specific death 
r-ate of men in their s.:lxt,.es :·rho S!il~J~e a pacJ<.: of cigarettes a <Jay is 
inereaaed by a i'a.cto::? af 1 ... 8 ove::-.~ t..~t of non..,.s-.G!-okem.. :r.t should be 
compa:r;;atively es.ay 'tO establish th:la through the projected study l!rith 
a high deg(.:>ec -of aEmm-e..nce t~si thin Q1~ p~riod of three years. ~Jc 'q'!Ould 
want to knoH t<:hethel.,. the aaf'!le r·a:i;:lo holds e.!so for r.moh older people 
including the ase ~oup around 70., and 111e Hould li!te to leam a.xne­
th1ng also a.bot:rt t~le ratio for- much yct-m.ger men, !t !Jay take f'ive to 
te~'l years,, howevel. .. ~ 'befor-e the effect of oigm;at·Ge om.olti~g on muc.41 
yo'l..'Ll'lge~ men ce..n be estabJ .. iehed :.1:t th a ::."eaacnab1e deg!'ee of assuranoe. 

If" ~1e find ... aa we a.:-:pect tze l'Pa.y - ·;;h~.t the ~ge specific 
death rate of he~vv ciga~stte sn..10kera :ls eppzo~cS.ably inct'aased~ \voe 
t'f01lld l~.ke to find out tlihetne~ it ;Ls ina.:;~a,sed beoo'l.tae t..l'teae !.i'.en 
smoke heav-ily or w'hetllel., l1€l.""JOtta te;(}..!S-'! on cat.~ses 'both i;he heavy S!i!01clng 
and r:1ost of t:.~e inc~o.3e in "t!.'le age 3peo:J.fio dea·t11 rate. v!o might bs 
able to find an en~n1c:t:· to th:ls q~..!est:ton by lear::1ing 11~t only about 
the orao!dng hab~t ts btr~ alao abcut the v.se of eleeplng pills and 
tranq11.iliae~ d1~1ga of the policy hold.e~. Tr..c.t?:a S$ems to be 'today a 
rap.idl~~ inore&.eing eonstunp"~!on of t3:'e1.1Cft~ill.zi:.'lg <!:!:Uga: sv.~eh as I~l.ltown 
( o~' E.qua.nil ) t'Jhich bag:bl m.!>r-e ana. more to r-0ple.ce sleeping pills.. ~Je 
are Pl"~t)ba!Jly juatified in aseum.ing that t..~ose uho t...~e such pills e.re 
unde&> ner-voun tel.w!on.. il .. nd we ma-:,r then compare the deeth :r-ate of 
those ~·Jh.o take tt>al'lq\U.l:tzing ~iz;ugs o¥ sleeping pilla b(lt do not 
mncke ci~xoattes ~..d ·chose who take auch. dsi.lgs and smo: .. ~e e1gaz:otteo 1 

as well as those ~mo neither take aueh drugs no~ smoke oiga~atteo. 
We hope that 'the atuti.y \fill ab.ou -e:hetlle~ ther-0 3.s a.ny U:lf'­

ference in tb.e age opee:tf1 ... o death rate of those 111ho smoke cdga~attes 
with t'il te~ ·tips and 'Ghoae i.'ho ~mo!te ci~::t zrett~a 'l'Tl tho:!·~ t'il ter ·t:tps. 

We tJc.mld l:Ute to find Ollt some illu~_z a "bout the effect of 
ci~rette emok1.ng on t.he age apeo:tfic death rete of: wam ... no Ho·w-eveza, 
Y:Je a:r-e u.ncez:>ts.il1 whe tt-her the num.1:>~n-- of l!Iomen 't'~ho smoke cigal"st ... ceo 
in the insu:~d gro1.1p ia su.ffi<.tien·;; to m~.!::e sucl1 a s·iiudy appea~ 
promising enough to juatiLY the added coat~ 



. ., ' -. .. . 

Fearing that o:tgar•~tte sn:oldng mig.h't tt:u;:n out to 'be -~el~l' 

i:..:llilli.~, we \<:ould 1!lte "to k!.1ot·r \'.'hethe!' we may be j'I.Wtii'i•3d il'l a-'1 

vising young men ~:;o arnoke a pipe !"c.. the~ th.an eige.rett,es. He \:.YC;'l!l.cl 

t'117.nt~ the!'sfore, the study to shottr uhe·thel~ p1pe sm~k.iJ"'.~ has &'iff 

ap:pr:acia'ble effect on. the C~.ge spec.:lf':lc dee:tih ::?ate. 
It would be ~upo~~ta.Vlt t-o find out whethe~, a middJ.e-a.g~~d 

illai.'l <:an in'3'r-ee.se his life expac.;;;anc.y 07/ 3~ppi!lg to 5l'!.:Olte Oigaret.~tes,. 

'.fnisl" hcTrreve~~ can be round out !n a ~c:.:ta"~le r.ar.mer only :tf we ea11 

x-ecr•a:!t a. group of '-'Olun:cee:::-s 'l'Jho a.ii p:t>esent smo!!:e one pao!-: o~ more 
a da.y and ~Jho volunteez; to pe~j;-·tieip'lte in an e~~peJ::!.ment ~ In such 
a.n expez'iment SO!l'!.e pa.~·t:teipant;s tJouJ.d be e~ked to !~eep on &'1lok1ne 

ciga.rcttss for another• three ~rcaro .end o·cl'le~:a to s·oop smok:i.ng for 
three ~;·ears.. w'hethel? 'Ghe pxr-oposed trGuiiy can be udapted to recru:t t 
a ~~up of such vol~~tee~ is not clea~ at preasnt. 

'ihe :l.!lfO·J.'nE:tion needed m·m. p:t<o'batly no~~ ae cbtcoJ.ned 'by o'b­
set~lng the age spec:I.f•:.,.\} deeth ~ate of: those ~ho h.9.VG fri;..opped ~10k...i.ng 

oigarct·~ies of theizo Ot'm aecor<l'" Pol .. S.t might eaa:ll~ ·tt.1Z~n out tl1at 
this group has a !1ighe~;- death :rE~.te than a control g1.,0~~P (tzho have 
not otopped raoldng) aince marcy' of t.hoae who stop Siuolc:tng do so :rot., 
reasons of ill health.. '1.nerefm!"e :~ o!l.1.:f if :!. t; shou.1d tum out th:~:i; 

those who have stopped amokirl..g OiS£'.l.7 e't;tes or ~(ihe:1.r.> 01m 9.aeoro exni­
b:.t.t an approci.ably lower c!es:~h I?.te t·:ould ooae~~~tione of this t;y-pe 
permit the dra't'Tin.g of some conclua:lo~~s, 

l!n attempt rrdght be made tn 0:-Jtain in the P!lilpoaed stu~::. 

aome info~tion ~elating to dietary habits by includin~ in the 
queatio11na.ir-e snm.e q;uentions in thie regt..J. :d;J Acc·or&:ngly, the cover-·· 
ing lettei7 JII.&:y tot1oh upon \:..~e pcasi'Dle relat:J.onnhip or ·che pr.ne~n"·; 

J'.me~iean diet to the high corer~~.! death rcd::e.. By ... vh.is means t·?e uould 
prevent ?ocuaing the attention of t~:~ polio.y holde~o teo sharply 01 

tme ieav.e ·of amc!d.ng. At the sam.e tilil.e 1';10 1n:lght tbus prepa.ro ·t'Jl~ 

SJ.~t:md for a pos~ible tnibG1-equen"~ ~!.t·i.;ertrpt to l~ecra.:..t a &'r'OL!P of 
voltmteera l~h.o E~.re t!Jill:L.Vlg to pe:."ticipa:te in en oxpet1.ment on d~.et. 

I 

In such m1 o,xpex·imcm.t so-ate ot ·i.iJle pa~.,.Gicipc.nim t<Jould be a.a!ced to 
~atain their p~~sent diet tor a pariod of three years, e~d othe~s 



.. ~ .• . 

wou.1c.1 be asked to cut down ra.die&.1ly 'iih·ej.z> e.t'linw,l fat inta..~ fo!l 

three years. Ther.e !::1 at present a1o mo,"e vhan e. remote pcsaib~,li t.y 

that conducting such an expel"'lr.lan't hl..:i.e;h'i:i :J.ater on ol.:'ove to be reasi­

'ble. 



----·~ 

11~:." Valexrf;:h~9 l~l'iell., V:i.ce Pz-eside:rr~ 
?7-'1,,..1a.;l'i;1.., ·;.,..,!~f.1'Z,a\'l"P f!~""-1 T.)!":''f'J'"J ~"tf> A.rit,,..-;'1•7 "'!" ,., - -... ... '\<:~...,• _;;;!,.,. ...-~- .._ -,.,_ ~- ., ._ .. -~ ~ ... -k..... -~-- J;"'!- .. --~v-

N6'\'Jf!'S""k~ He~q Jer-eoy 

or the 

epec.:ifie dee:th ;.."'ate. '!'he :f'tmds 

out or gx:an·t;s l~am. f.ot-mda:~i"Jns 
and I c1~~ th..:1n!c3.ng .in ·£ie:r~~cs of.' 

ehoice of ita th.i~d :mellfb~~r- m1tiJ.. 1'ie kil~T,'i i<Ih!oh o~·ge7d:...~.ticn "ll'•21:~ 

sei:"Je as the oorJ.'t·t"a(.d~:lng agency f'<n~ the :?mlcls t'ba t al:-·~ ~~ttired ~ 

campa.rq of 1\liwl.~lea is ~rl:tl:...ng to coopm . .,.~·;;e ~·;;t;tl'l et1Ch a. ;:p~"tQject u 

p~vided t"ne.t the ¢b:etice of t...~e apoi'!ao:r~h.~p e.nd ·ot: the con·i;..K'~c't:tng. 

euxeno.y 11~ae·ts ~.::l~~h :~.~s ?.S'P!:OVeJ. '<f I s.!~~n ur.:!'1.:.~stq_r.!d "':;~mt 'U? c-.. qll.cr.,·!_;i¢~1· .. 

:.w.~X'B and &~ o.cvel.~J.ng :«..ettel~ (v:hich c.::·pltl.j.J:!S ·~h~ pu;.'$}ose or. ths otn!]:r) 
are th."'2;fted e...'ll'!tl. r,1oe·c t·:rl t-11 ita :2.PP!J07ii.?,l; ?mdr.;r.rc:I~... i•J w.L'!.l~.'i'!G ~o s~.:r.y;:l 

t..l:lese out Ol1 ~ht:.lJ.:t o:t tl'l~ t:>:r:>J~c·c to v;e-:.06ain po~5.ey 1"Hf .de:'::3 m~.d "t~1a;.; 

the qucst:lmm.:ai:i!e lu\i:!.Y b,.. :~t"L1l-::1c<J. b-zr the pol:t•.;;r l.;.oJ..dr;:: d:t~ .. ·.:c·j:y t~ 
·cue "proJcctn. P '~de ... t:la~. 'ti·Ot:.lG. f.n~bseqtwntloy not:J.:t-g· ~~?.o n:o::}.Ojec . .;n 

¢f the Q.ee:~h of 1/hese pol.l(l}l !1.ol ·.ern .~ \i'ell an of: th·~ C14t~se o::" 

bet.J'&e? J?:;;u.de~·i?ial and th0 cont:.l'.?"ct.:;.n.g C.&f'#l''Cm' i:Ol} the J):r:o(;o¢t ~.hall 
re(!ttlr~:Ge ·;;;:l'!e :r::e~.1ll.bU .. \".3emsn:t ·Of: P:0.16c~:t:ta.l fo.r c·:J-:ps.n~c~ ·.;he.~··- k-::.:y be 

inc~~red en behalr ot tha p~oJ~et~ 



. . 
::9!'<1~-GC~ 

~':e;.t 

y~elds the l':dgh(;.:ut Euepo:l."Je Siede 
go to pol5.G"".f hol~e?.1C o..-. Pn~.e";;n.i.;:!c .• : 'l! ·. 



\1~.11 be p::oposcd uJ,d 
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COI'Y 

From: Valentine HO\'Iell 
Executive Vice President 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
1155 -· st 57th Street 
Chicago 37 # nlinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard : 

COPY 

THE PRUDENTIAL INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF AMERICA 

HOI-IE OFFICE, NE\'IARK, NEW JERSEY 

Januacy 29 • 1957 

I have 70ur letter of Januacy 17. I have also received 

a report rrom our Planning and Development Department • which I am en­

closing herewith. 
ibe report indica tea the procedure to be followed by the 

Prudential in sending out a questionnaire relative to the smoking habits 

of its holders of non-industrial policies. The end product of this 

procedure would be a window envelope containing (1) a slip of paper on 

which is printed the name and address and the policy number of the 

policyholder; (2) an I.B.M. punched card questionnaire with the policy 

number and year of birth (but not the sex punched in; and (3) a cover­

ing explanator,v letter to the policyholder. Retained by the Pruden­

tial would be a list of the cards sent out. and a second I.B.M. card 

to be filed with the application. This application is matched with 

the clatm papers when notice is received of the death or the policy­

holder. and at that time the second card would be sent to the Founda­

tion. 
The report gives cost estimates of the cost or getting 

the questionnaire out to the policyholders. 'lbe cost to the Pruden­

tial or furnishing the Foundation information on deaths has not been 

included. 
At the time of death. any information within reason 

based on the information given in the original application could be 

sent to the Foundation: Sex. height and weight. family hiator.v. 

location of residence 6 pulse rate. blood pressure. history of previ­

ous illnesses • etc. As this second card would be sent to the Founda­

tion regardless of whether or not the questionnaire had been sent in 

by the policyholder. the mortality rates on the non-answering group 

could be compared with that of those sending in questionnaires. 



Dr. Leo Szilard 
Chicago, Illinois 

Januaey 29, 1957 
Page 2 

The Prudential would also sort these ret ined c rds 

according to age , and fumish the Found tion with a table of "ex­

pected" deaths on the basis of its average insured mortality. 

While it is probable that the Prudential would be will­

ing to join in a project of this kind, we, of course, must reserve 

our right to ch nge our minds prior to a final agreement on all 

phases of this subject. We would also, I believe, wish to be repre­

sented on )'Qur top committee in charge of all phases of it. 

c~c. - Letter from E. Cuyler Hammond 
Smoking Questionnaire Project 

Sincerely yours, 

Valentine Howell 

Executive Vice President 



Smoking Survey 

MEMORANDUM FOR .MR . VAlENTINE HOWELL 
EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT 

January 24, 1957, 

A procedure has been put together for the preparation ot the 
q,uestion.na.:ire in regard to smoking and for sending this q,uestionnaire 
to all Ordinary policy holders of attained ~e 45 a.nd up . The Cost 
Allocation Division has prepared an estimate of the cost of tbis job 
based on our procedure. 

We have assumed that the questionnaire would be in the form of a 
punched card which would have punched in it enough basic information 
to se1"Ve the purposes of the ultimate analysis. Ansvers a.s furnished 
by the policyholder woUld be punched in to the same card and it would 
net be necessary to refer to the record which shows exactly who the 
q,uestionnaire had been sent to . However, this record would be avail­
able if necessary. 

It you would like further work done in refining this procedure or in 
designing the questionnaire, please let me know. 

[ 4-f_fr,A-
EFC : bm Director of Methvde)Reaearch 



Ordinary Policyholders Survey 

Age 45 Age 50 
and uE and u~ 

A. Electronic computer renta.l and operator salaries .p 6, 300 $ 5,6oo 
B. Stationery and supplies 9, 700 b,oOO 
c. Inte~retation of IBM cards (Questionnaire) 900 6oo 
D. Bursting of address forms 6oo 4JO 
E. Manual collation and insertion 6,b00 4,500 
F. Sealing and metering (excl. postage) 4ou 300 
G. Postage to ~aih Questionnaire to policyholders 30 ,600 20,800 

Total excl. postage on return envelopes $55,100 $38,800 

I If return envelopes are pre-s t amped, the costs 
(including metering) are: 

A. Postage (incl . meteri ng ) ~31,000 $21,100 
B. Cost excl. postage (see above) 55,100 38,800 
C. Total cost ~8b,l0u ~59,900 

II If business reply envelope is used (return postage 
guara.n teed) the cost will vary by the ~ of returns 
a.s follows: 

~e 45 a.nd up Age 50 and up 

1o of Total Above Total Total Above 'l'ota.J.. 
returue Postage ~excl.,eosta.ge) { incl . 2ostage l Postage {exc1 .2osta.ge2 {iocl.;eostage~ 

10 $ 4,100 :P55,100 :P59,200 $ 2,800 .$38, 800 $41,600 
20 8,200 55,100 63,300 5,500 38,800 44,300 
30 12,200 55,100 6'7' 300 8,300 38,800 47,100 
40 16,300 55,100 71,400 11,100 38,800 49,900 
50 20,400 55,100 75,500 13,900 38,800 52/ 700 
6o 24,500 55,100 79,600 16,600 38,800 55,400 
70 28,500 55,100 83,600 19,400 38,800 58,200 

COPY 

Cost Allocation Division 
January 23, 1957 

Electronics Research D~vision 
tn 



BASIC J)lTA AND ASSUNPTIONS USF.D IN THE CA.LCUlATION QF· COf3'rS 
OF PROPOSED O"BDINARY POLICYB:OtmRS SURVEY 

I. Third Quarter, 1956 Inforce f igures were used. '.Ihes -were distributed 
to age group using da t a furnished by tne V4luation Division and were 
adjusted to exclude Sickness end Accident and assignment cases. The 
figures used are as follows: 

Number of Policies 

Ages 45 and up 1,019,111 

Ages 50 and "'up 693,294 

II . All instructions f or completing and returning the q_ues'tionnaire vould 
be imprint ed on the questionnaire (IBt-1 Punched Card). The only forms 
to be inserted are t he questionnaire, the return envelope and the address 
slip. If additiona l literature were to be required, the cost vould 
increase accordingly. 

III . The comparison ,collation and insertiun of the · forms will be done by a 
staff of ten level one clerks with one level four clerk as supervision. 
It is estima~d that tl1is work can be done at a rate of approximat;.ely 
six per minute. There f ore, the entire job should take a staff of this 
size about seven to e i gh t weeks for the age 45 and up cases, or five 
to six weeks fo r the age 50 and up cases. 

IV . The rate o~· r eturn on a questionnaire varies cons i derably. With a 
ra t e of return of less than 75 percent i t vould be cheaper to use 
Business Reply Envelopes (Postage guaranteed at $ .o4 each). If the 
ra t e of return vere over 7) percent i t would be cheaper ~o pre-stamp 
re t urn envelopes at $ .03 each. 

V. Interpre t ing of t he ,!;lUnched card questionnaire assumed that only one 
line would be i nterpreted. 

VI. 705 Maio Frame rental is based on the average rate resulting from 
regular utilization for two full shif ts. 

January 2~, 1957 Cost Allocation Division 



The following procedure will be used to detenuine the amount of 
{v5 system im.e necessary to prepare addressed envelopes and 
punche card questionnaires for the Smoking Survey project. 

I The Ord.ina.ry base record tape will be run through 
the 705 in order to select all those records that 
were not S&A, not involved in assignments or 
duplicate notices) but are attained age 45 or 
greater. The record~ that meet these qualifications 
;dll be wri t~:.en out iu two ways: 

A. One tape 1vill contain the policy number, 
name> and address. This tape -will be used 
to prepare addressed envelopes. 

B. The second tape contains policy data. This 
tape -will be used to punch policy information 
into a punched card questionnaire. 

II The address tape will be used in a tape to print oper­
ation to pre_pare an address insert for a windo-w 
envelope. 

III 'l!le policy data tape will be used in a tape to card 
operation to prepare a punched card questionnaire . 

January 16) 1957 
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~ ®' C D ' v . 
*3,279,710 *3,250,710 

0 . 0 
*2,664,804 *3,344,120 ® 
2,344,704 3,344,120 3,279,710 3,250,{10 

~
- . No f.g•;::Jlfo ·~ ~ 0-----f~l-~ 0--, 31.51 ms 

0: 

._ ----
73,882 sec. 

*83,968 sec. 
64,410 ' 29,000 
Yes ges · 

1) 1 

il,672 sec.) (2,624 sec.) 
1,672 sec. *2,624 sec. 

'f\ G' ''H''I ' I J . ..__,. 

*679,302 *679,316 
999,416 999,416 

i8,127 sec.) 
8,127 sec. 

Input Record 321 char. 31·5lms/rec.to read 
Pol. Dat~ Record 54 char. 13 -62ms/recto read 
Addr. Record 110 char. 17 ·3fms/rec. to read 

··-Edit- : rvrr.- POI. ~ ,-Edit-- I_J.wr.Ou:t~· ut 
____j Pol.Data rl Data I Addr. f Rd In t t:::\ I Record . Record 1-- Record · pu 2 
~ ms · .... L~3· 6~ ~ 'J 2. 2. ms. ... I 31. 51 ms ·1 .__ 

i2,498 sec.) (2,49Bsec.) fJl492 sec.) 
1,698 sec. *9,252 sec. *1,o98 sec . ~21:405 sec. 

Total Time= 136~05 c 37-9 hrs. 
3, 0 +20% 7 .6 *Total Time s:: 130~ = 36.2 brs. 

3, +2CJ1, 7. 2 
45-5 hrs. 43.4 hrs. 

* Att. Agee 50 and up 

se.:;_c_t~?~ ~d Pr~pa.ratio~ of Tape Re~~r~ . for Smoki_x;g Questionnaire 

•.: 
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Detailed Description or Flow ~,t 
for 705 Selection and Preparation Run 

A. A base record will be read into mem.ory. 

B. The base record will then be checked to determine whether or not it is 
an S&A record. An "H" in the most significant position of the policy 
number field determines that the record is s&.A, in which case the next 
base record is read into memory. 

C. If there is not an "H" in the policy number, the record is then checked 
to determine if an assignment or duplicate, notice is involved. Anything 
other tban blanks in the "Addressee" field indicates an involvement and 
the next base record is read into memory. 

D. If the record in memory is not S&A and not an assignment or duplicate 
notice the attained age is then calculated. [Attained ~ ~ Present 
Date- Date o~ Issue+ Age at Issue. (Age is rounded to nearest year.)_l 

E . The calculated attained age 1s then compared against a constant "45" . If' 
the calculated attained age ls less than 45 a new base record is read into 
memory . If the ca.lculated attaiued age 1 s equal to or greater than 45, 
step F. is then completed. 

F. The policy data record is then edited by moving certain fields from the 
base record input area to the policy data record output area. 

G. The policy data record is then written out on to a separate output tape. 

H. 'llie address record is then edited by moving the policy number, name, and 
address from the input area to the output area. Since this tape wlll be 
used on a printer the output record is set up by placing blanks and group 
marks in the proper places. 

I. 'lhe address record is then written out on a separate output tape. The 
"read while write" instruction makes it possible to write the address 
record simultaneously with the reading of a new base record into memory . 
This accounts for the fact that tbe total volume is not read in the "A" 
box . Note that the total volume is the sum of the records passing 
thr ough the 11 A" and "I,. boxes. 

January lo, 1957 
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Records 

Base Record - std. record - 321 char. 

Pol. Data Record 

Amount 
Prem. 
State Code 
Debit If 
Insured' s Surname 
Office 
Pol.# 
Date of Issue 
Kind Code 
Age at Issue 
~de 
Div. Opt. 
Basis 
Rating 
A.D.B. 
D.I. 

Address Record 

Pol. # 
Name 
bla.o.k.s 
ls t line a.d.d.r . 
2nd line addr. 
3rd line a.dd.r • 

January 16, 1957 

6 
7 
2 
3 
6 
4 

· a 
6 
3 
2 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

54 char. 

8 
24 
11 
21 
21 
21 

106 + 4 Group marks = 110 
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'l'iming (Based on Att. Ages 45 and Up) 

Selection and Preparation Run 

(
13o,4o5) 

3,6oo 

*Ta.pe to Gard Run 

999;416 
6,00:.) 

*Tape to Printer Run 

8 (9)9,416) 
30,000 

1.2 = 

= 

• 

-

45.5 hrs. 

166.6 h.rs. 

2o .·r hrs . 

238.8 hrs. 

Timing (Based on A tt. Ages 50 and Up) 

Selection and Preparation Run 

(
1301 444) 

3,6oo 

*T!Pe to Card Run 

b/9 , 302 
b,OOO 

*Tape to Printer Run 

1.2 '"' 

.. 

8 (679,302) = 
30,000 

TOTAL • 

43.4 hrs. 

113.2 hrs . 

18.1 hrs. 

*Does not include tape reel changing time. 



Volume Estimates (Reg . Ord. Only) 
(from Val. l/14/21-Bob Jones) 

'futal Company .Inf'orce - 6 430 8o4* ) } 

TotaJ. Company Att. Ages 45 and up - 1,977,091 
Total Company Att. Ages 4:7-49 633,243 
Total Company Att. Ages 50 and up - 1,343,848 
'.lbte.l Company S&A 126,295 

Newark Totals (Assuming Newarkma 51% of Company Inforce) 

Tbtal Newark Inforce 
'futal Newark Att. Ages 45 and up 

TOtal Newark Att. Ages 45-49 
'lbtal Newark Att. Ages 50 and. up 
Total Newark S&A 

TDtal Newark Inforce Incl. S&A 

**Assignments on 45 and up 8,900 -

** Assignments on 50 and up 6,060 -

January 16, 1957 

- 3,279,710 
- 1,008,316 

322,954 
685,362 
64,410 

.. 3, 344,120 

Reg. Ord. processed 999,416 

Reg. Ord. processed 679,302 

*Includes issues from 1886 to 1955 

** Ba.sed on a total number of assignments of 29,000 



From: Valentine Howell 
Executive Vice President 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
1155 East 57th Street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

THE PRUD&~TIAL INSURANCE COMPANY 
OF AMERICA 

HOME OFFICE, NEWARK, NEW JERSEY 

January 29, 1957 

I have your letter of January 17, I have also received 
a report from our Planning and Development Department, which I am en­
closing herewith. 

The report indicates the procedure to be followed by the 
Prudential in sending out a questionnaire relative to the smoking habits 
of its holders of non-industrial policies. The end product of this 
procedure would be a window envelope containing (1) a slip of paper on 
which is printed the name and address and the policy number of the 
policyholder; (2) an I.B.M. punched card questionnaire with the policy 
number and year of birth (but not the sex punched in); and (3) a cover­
ing explanatory letter to the policyholder. Retained by the Pruden­
tial would be a list of the cards sent out, and a second I.B.M. card 
to be filed with the application. This application is matched with 
the claim papers when notice is received of the death of the policy­
holder, and at that time the second card would be sent to the Founda­
tion. 

The report gives cost estimates of the cost of getting 
the questionnaire out to the policyholders. The cost to the Pruden­
tial of furnishing the Foundation information on deaths has not been 
included. 

At the time of death, any information \'v'ithin reason 
based on the information given in the original application could be 
sent to the Foundation: Sex, height and weight, family history, loca­
tion of residence, pulse rate, blood pressure, history of previous 
illnesses, etc. As this second card would be sent to the Foundation 
regardless of whether or not the questionnaire had been sent in by the 
policyholder, the mortality rates on the non-answering group could be 
compared with that of those sending in questionnaires. 



Dr. Leo Szilard 
Chicago~ Illinois 

JanuaEY 29, 1957 
Page 2 

The Prudential would also sort these retained cards 

according to age, and furnish the Foundation with a table of rrex­

pectedrr deaths on the basis of its average insured mortality. 

While it is probable tha t the Prudential would be will­

ing to join in a project of this kind, we, of course, must reserve 

our right to change our minds prior to a final agreement on all 

phases of this subject. We would also, I believe, wish to be repre­

sented on your top committee in charge of all phases of it. 

Enc. - Letter from E. Cuyler Hammond 
Smoking Questionnaire Project 

Sincerely yours, 

Valentine Howell 

Executive Vice President 
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312 PEN"X S YLVANIA AVENGE S. E. e WA S HIX GTOX 3, D. C . e PHONE LINCOLN 4-8746 

Dr. Leo Szilard, 
University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

Februar,y 15, 1955 

I am interested in the case you stated in your recent 
letter to the New York Times. I happen to be head of one of 
the research groups to which you made reference as possible 
participants in formulating a statement of principles. An 
old friend whom you m~ know, Morris Llewel~ Cooke, wrote me 
from Puerto Rico asking that I undertake to form a committee 
for the Washington area of the type you suggested. 

At this point I find myself faced with the difficulty of 
asking busy men to give some of their time to a problem so 
inclusive that th~ m~ well find it b~ond their capacities. 
It would help a great deal if I could put before them for 
consideration some set of suggested principles that you or others 
thought would perform the function of serving as a basis for a 
settlement of the power conflict, postponing and preventing 
war. Do you have ruwthing of the kind in your mind, or in 
written form? 

People feel that th~ are so uninformed that I doubt 
whether the type of independent-minded civic leader whom 
you have in mind can be persuaded to try his hand at the job 
that needs to be done unless he can start off from some quite 
concrete base. It would be very helpful indeed to have that 
starting place in the form of some suggested principles that 
have been developed by men of whom th~ know, and regard well. 

My colleague, Stephen Raushenbush, and I have recently 
tried our hands at a statement of a new foreign poli~ for 
the United States totvard the billion people in the non­
Communist, less developed areas. (It is called "To Make a 
Free trfor ld, 11 and I am sending you a copy. ) One intent of this 
statement was to prevent war by helping speed up the movement 
from feudalism to freedom in the less industrialized areas, 
thereqy removing the threat to peace that would certain~ be 
presented again and again if the Communist forces won over one 
after the other of the presently independent nations by peace­
ful means. I mention this because it has something of a 

~200 
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bearing on your over-all hope of settling the power conflict once and 
for all. Certain~ that conflict can be expected to continue, at least 
~ peaceful means, up to the point Where the non-communist nations feel 
that they are endangered by the losses they m:zy suffer. 

I would like to go ahead with this idea of a Washington committee 
(without political figures) to discuss possible principles. I would 
appreciate receiving any thoughts you and your friends m~ have developed 
along these lines, and also any suggestions of people in the field of 
science in the Wasl1ington area who might really make a substantial intel­
lectual contribution to the committee's work. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dewey Anderson 
Executive Director 



~. De•my Anders on, Executive Director 
Public Af~ airs Institute 
312 Pennsylvania Avenue, S. E. 
Washin ton 3, D. c. 

Dear r . Anderson: 

Kin 1 s Crown Hotel 
420 West 116th Street 
New York, N. 1 . 
FebruarJ 22, 1955 

}la.ny t anks for your letter of •ebruary 15th. I also had 

a note from 1iorr·is ·:rnst, wh m I notice is included among your original 

sponsors . 1 shall t r to ke !p you infor He d as my otm ideas on how to 

p~oceed get .. ore c -ystal l i:z.ed . ln t he rn antime , I expect to be nost 

of the time in Nt~W York a t.er ~~arch 5th, and shall staJ· ut th King 's 

Crown rlotel , 420 ~eat 116th Street, ta l e lone \Jniversi ·(,·; h-27 00 . If 

Jrou s hould be in .rc,. Yo :~ , perhaps you cot1ld ·all me :p, and if I am 

in town, but not i , l ea e a message where I can call ., ou :.act: . 

I ·e c. t:::.:. .., ,.._d a, iuquiQ fr o::. n r~•·r t f, , anr. .... :nic;~ t ;rr tc down 

s ome of :1\Y thouzl-'ts i-n t l1e fom of an article 'vn b 'l rru is'"l.ed t here. 

If J b.a:11 ~ a m.:l!"luscript read:r, I s all be 1-Ja ppy to send Q'.l a COP'J . 

addressed t o e thers , .. .'or y')UI' i>::tf'or~aation . 1': is !Tiis~t be the simplest 

wa:y to try to rer.Ja in in cc,ntact wH.r you and some o ..... J,.e:-:; w· .o h~v in-

dicated serious interest and might intend t o d s:. ._t\ i.l,_:. ..i') • ot 

know any scientist in the ·.~ashington aree1 vi' -.t~o J c.:>· - 1:.e ~u r-::1 that 

he would make a substantial intellectual contribuLion to wr { cf the 

kind of committee ~ich you have in mind . 

Sincerely yours, 

J.S :hw Leo S~il.ard 
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PUBLIC AFFAIRS PAMPHLETS 

22 East 38th Street . New Y ork 16, New Y ork 

Tbe Prtbfrc AJ],un Commuree · ERLING M . HL'!\'T, Ch.urm.m · TLLFORD TAYLOR i ' Jt C Cb.urm.m • 1\l.l"LA.H AMIDO:\ Trt..: ura • TIIL"OOORF ABEL • ETHLL J ALPF'I-EL::, 
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ROMA GAi\'S • SI DON I L M GRUENULRG • GEORGf T GL'LRNSEY • HO\\'ARO H ENDERSO:--: • \\ ILLIAM L 1-lOLLAi"\D • r L R'\.L~T .JOHNSON • OTTO KLI:-.. EUE RG 
H A RRY WI, LAIDLE R • BE:-.. SONY. L Ai'.D IS • GRANVILLE LARIMORE • ALFRED McCLl..Jl'.'G LEE • ED\\ ,o\RO S. LE\X' tS • ED\\ I N J. LL'KAS • ROBERT M . M.tclVER 
ROBERT MCDEV ITT • EMILY H . M UDD • MA U RI NE B. l'.' El..:BE RGL R • ERNEST G. OSBORNE • ROBERT H. REID • LEO ROSTEN • MARK STARR • \\ELLMAN] \\ ARNER 

MAX W ELL S. STEWAR1, Secreran a11d Edaor 
MABEL C. MOUNT. tlfa,taglllg Edaor 

Dr . Leo Szilard 
University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

Educ.rtrotul Auocwei" IRA GLICK 

May 23, 1957 

DALLAS JOHN ON 
A NETTE TOCU 

The Public Affairs Committee has been anxious to prepare a popular pam­
phlet dealing as objectively and responsibly as possible with the hazards 
of atomic radiation. But we have struck a snag and I am writing to ask 
your advice as to what you feel we should do under the circumstances. 

The problem is this. We had asked C. J. Mosbacher, Jr., who was asso­
ciated with Dr. Appleyard on the United Nations Committee on the Effects 
of Atomic Radiation, to write the pamphlet for us. We have just received 
the enclosed letter from Mr . Mosbacher, who has recently accepted a ne• 
position with the Interscience Publishers. As you will note, he seems to 
feel that it is impossible, or at least would be highly inopportune, to 
publish a pamphlet at this time . This is a conclusion which I find diffi­
cult to accept. While I recognize the problem, it seems to me that for the 
very reasons cited, it is important to get out a pamphlet which would pre­
sent the facts as far as they could be presented at this time. 

Do you agree with Mr. Mosbacher's conclusions? If not, do you have any 
suggestions as to persons who could help us prepare a readable but sound 
pamphlet on the subject? Any help that you can give us on this important 
question will be deeply appreciated. 

MSS : vm 
enclosure 

Yours sincerely, 

Editor 
Public Affairs Pamphlets 



U TF.RllCit!' CE PIJDLI.SUE ~ , I!.lC. 
250 Fifth Avenue 

Edi toria:l Off'iee 

I • l.!a.xwell Bte o.X<t 
Public Affairs Co~ttee 
22 t:;e.st }Sth r,treat 
Hew York, New York 

'Dear ~elll 

New York, N. Y. 

Me¥ 21, 1~57 

As you r eque ted I wn wr1til16 to WAllify my feelings about publication 
of a pamphlet about the effects of atomic re.diatio.n. I !eel that the 
present atmosphere is MOre than unfavorabl and that publication should 
ba delayed . 

There ar~ several reasono for my feeling • Eirot, the recant "'chweitz&r 
outburst is indicative of the high emotiona otill prevalent concerning 
both the moral and tho f acta of the situation. Our technical knowledge 
1a still spars enoueh tl'mt t he li tera.ture c;y be interpreted in f avor 
of either oide o! the ar~nt. Anyone attempting to strike a balance 
in exple.in.ing l he lmOlfn and. unknown f ota, even for an hone t :tnt rpl'Ct~ 
tion, would aeoomplish no ore than to open himeself to criticism by both 
extremes . 

Second, th• international political situation concerning disarmaaent is 
more unsettled now than it was six months ~ao. ~ new proposals and 
counter propoaala have been made in recent months, and it is still too 
early to detoct the true ~ of these or to indicate any trend in tho 
disarmament f ield. rnat could be written today ai t very well be com­
pletelY' wrong tomorrow. 

My own feeling is that the definitive Btudy or radiation e!!$cta will have 
to come f'rom a recognized international body. :Jnoh a body exists in the 
United Nations Committee on Effects of Atomic Radiation, hiclis to sub­
mit an extensive report to the Gen$ral Assembly in July, 1958. One can 
also expect that resosrch on genotic ef~eets will have borne some fruit 
by that tim.e. Porhap~ $'Yen the disarmament situation will be clear by then. 

It would seem ~ropiti~s to del~ this pamphlet ~~d plan on producing it 
shortly after th~ radiation committee ' s report . 

CJJ jr/vfb 

Very s1nceriy yours, 

IN'l'iltSCIEUCE PUliLISffi 5 , INC . 

C. J . osbaoher, Jr. 
Ma.na.ging Ed.i tor 
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Profes sor E. I . Purcell 
Phy ics De~~rtm~nt 
Harvard Uni~ersity 
Ca.mbrld~c. , fi!l. sachusett s 

Da r Dr. ~~rcell: 

August 16, 1957 

-- should t:,r'-C:i tly . ! preci~ .... your re din 

the attached note when your tim~ p~rmits nd giving m 

you!' gener:tl re~.ction at your con~ enienc<). 

m 
Encl. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



October 3rd, 1939 

rthur B. Purvis, Esq. 
Presiuont and :~naging Director, 
Canad ian Inc.ustries, Ltd. 
Montreal, Canada. 

DeC~.r tr. Purvis: 

I w::>n ller whether you re ber that in 1932 I met you and 
your •;11fe through :Iajor Taylor on boar of t he Bre)'!len. At that 
time I was connected with t he Un iversity o_ Berlin, but a year 
later I oved to ~n~land and spent the last years at Oxford. I 
happened to be in A1neri ca when the :n nich agr·eement was conoikflded. 
I then decided t o stay here and have boon engaued in d0in~ r e- · 
s earch work at Col umb ia Univer si t y since. Thi n work se ms to prom­
ise f o.r reaching p1•a.ct ioal applications 11hich may requh·e t e col­
laborat ion of University and industrial laboratories. Also the 
possibility of quite important rnilit&ry applications cannot be 
excluded. 

Since in the near future it might become difficul t to carry 
out work of this type in lffit.::i>la.:nd I have been thinkin5 lately of 
the possibility of collaborating with a Canadian branch of some 
En0 lish corporation. The purpose of thie letter is to ask you 
whether you are still connected with Canadian Industries Ltd. as 
you wore in 1932. It would be so much more attrac tive for me to 
approach this firm if I knew that I would have t he privilege or 
taking up the matter with you. 

Yours very truly, 

(Leo Szilard) 



ALBERT J. PYLE 315 WEST FIFTY- SEVENTH ST. NEW YORK. N.Y. 

:z_y~ 19~/) 
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