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Co .. enta b7 Mre D0 uglaa OD the electiona a d political 
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Patrol Re~ · ~ GARAINA No. 2 - 1971/72 
!!!:!_A. Dougl~•a Aasi&tant Diatrict Officer 

Situation R port - Bou.e ot Aaaeabl7 electione. 

"A• with local go••raaent election• a tremendous &110uut of pre
••lection balloting took place, thi• waa probabl7 not •~ notice 
able in respect of th• 0})49A Electorat" becaua• the ~ople would 
have voted for the laria candidate in an7 cue howe•er I u 
addoed that this •aa particu1uly the ea•• with the aelectior 
at a candidate in th~ Morob• Regional. Kl.ectorate. In thia caae 
it waa der,ded at Tillage •••tinge which candidate the people ot 
that Tillage wov.ld Tote fur aud naturall7 tbe Tillage peopl& not 
haTing ~··~ the candidates or receiTed aA, caapaign poatera or 

intor .. tion were quite r"ady to be lead b1 .; .. ~ person whC" 
prea1111ed to know anythi~ a?>out the candid().~ ••· 

"It ia of courae no secret that the people .. ,f the Morob• and 
~aina areaa were nut bapp1 with the boundatriea of the Buon 
Gulf Electorate and did lodge ~ coaplaint with the Chief 
Electoral Of.fi,er ut ot cou:rae thia waa to no ••ail and ~he 

lariea reaained whaqe4. Their aa.i..n arguement wu that 
to the low popv.latioa of tae Moribe/Garaina area aD.J can.didah 

troa 'hi• area cowld be eaail7 beaten at the poll• bJ any 
candidate tro• th• 11e>re pupv.lated area• euch aa the Lei-Wa•pa 
and Lower lat•t Cenaua UiTieinDO. 

"Th• ~e•t••t ah.•bliag block to political educat1.on iu tbia 
area ia th• •i•pl• tact that the ~opl do not C•vl a need to 
be intereated in nation.al. politic• and conae~uenil1 it becoaaa 
al11e>at iapoaaible at the "gr~•• root• leTel" to proaote any 
intereot in ~.tional :t.aeuea." 

l. Pre-selection of candidate• for electione (Council •nd 
House of Aaaembl7) occ~• in aa.117 part• of thi• Diatrict. 

2. The Warl.a peopl.e are nuericall1 a sllall group. They 
haye no coamon int•~••t with a large population aACl ullit1, 
in the~r own •alley ia d:Lri.ded in the direction ot the 
KlTNIMAI.l>l, the ~opl• ot IOMA, ud the people of MOROBE • 
Hence the inaol\•able _problu• aJMl feeling of diaenchant•ent 
with ~h• •leotor'll. bounclariea. 

3. Matter• of iaportanc• to the people are local -ttera. 
hey are conc•rned with tr&ditional relatioaehipa, cerePoni•• 

and d~cea, etc. The1 llaye '.'lO interest in poli~ical diacuasiou 
Phich appear colourleee, bori~ and abatraot. 

4. Polltical educatiun ie 110re likc.l,· to • •tr te the urbaa 
aigranta. ~. Douglas ll9tea: 

"Approxi~atel1 6; ~t eligible TO era were ither too old 
or t~o aick to aake their w~1 to the polls, with th remai 1 
5~ of eligibl• TC>ter bei absent fro the a to ... ether." 

5. There is no i die tion of 
migratio tr• • 

lowi down r th• urban 
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