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9n Dec. 31, 1972 and Jan, 14, 1973, the MIKE w;,LLACE program 

ent1 tled "60 MINUTES" W8S shown by the Columbia Broadcasting System 
coast to coast. One s eg~ent of this program was about the battle for 
the land and water in Imperial VHlley, Ca l ifornia. Depending on the 
outcome of this struggl,e t 1 t will be determined whether the SIDl:111 
farmers who live on the land will get the irrigation water necessa::..-y 
to be . abl e to farm in the 17 Western States, 

1\t present, big absentee corporations which I ch1im to be 1n vio
lation of the U.S. Becl~m~tion u1w, Hre getting the WHter and._squeezing_ 
out the small farmers. -- ..___ 

In th1s , Mike Wallace progrBmt I was featured as the little man 
fighting the big corporations. I had asked the Mike Wallace people 
to 1nte!'v1ew Professor·. Paul S. Taylor, retired Professor of Economics 
at the Un1vers1ty of C1:111fornia 1:1t Berkeley1 Calif. for without his 
great aid to me, I would not have been able to accomplish ~nything, 
But there is an 1mport~nt time 1 1m! t in these exp-ens1ve tel.evision pro
grams, and no interview with Professor Taylor was shown. 

Professor Taylor is 78 years of age and has spe:P..t 40 years trying 
to get the u.s. Reclamt:ttion law enforced. He .. _s an int-ernat.iorJBl auth-
or1_ty on land and water problems and has been calJ 12d into consultation 
by foreign governments. His knowledge on these m9 tters is so vast I 
kn-0w that I can not approach him since most of my time is taken up by 
my physicL~n duties, 

Yet I am given the credit for this fight without mention of Pro
fessor Taylor in the NBC-TV NEWS broadcast of Feb. 6, 1972, in an article 
in IRRIGATION AGE magazine of March 1972, in the books THE MEG1\STATES 
OF AMERICA and THE PACI FIC STJ~TES OF .AMERICA, both· by Neal R, Peirce, 
1n THS NADER REPORT "POWER i"tND Ll' ND IN CALIFORNI.A" and numerous news
paper articles, e.g. THE CHRISTIA N SCIENCE MONITOR (April 5/72) articlE: • 

• 
To set the1record straight, this Newsletter will give the circum-

stances of what led me to Professor Taylor and how without his help, I 
could not have accomplished anything . 

In the 1950's Mexicans living in Mexico were imported under Public 
Lew #78 to do farmwork in the United States and especially Ci:ilifornla. 
They were paid 70 cents an hour. So our domest1c farmworkers wf10-, could not 
~ke a living on 70 cents an hour we:re squeezed out of Imperi~l VHlley. 
Many- o'f the domestic far::nworkers were my patients, und I lost them. 

' The merchants were also badly affected and m~ny stores closed. 
Yet no merchant or businessman had t he courage sine ly or as e group 
to fight what was going on. I pegan to fight for our domestic f~rm
workers. Then I found out ths·t" the imported Public Law #78 Mexic1:-1 ns 
·,1ere ; being swindled 1n varlpus W!1yS. There is too much to tell, so 
the emphasis will be ~tYen to the medical swindle. Most of them 
earned only 'tl4.00 per week. They hs d to pay $12025 weekly for food 
•whi-C-h---cona.Lst-ed.---vt'_.-oeans three -tines a day. Then they paid 90 cents 



- - .t,__ 

weekl~d form-ed1cal insurance. So when the food and medical premium 
~~ela ed, the sum 1s $13.15. When th1s 1s subtracted from :~14.oo, 

eaves the Public Law #78 Mexic~n 85 eents after a week'-s "work.._. 
I lrsed to make P..hot·o-cop1es o:fthese paychecks for 85 cents ~rid. send them · 
a over the Unlted States to inform people. 

But most important, notice th.At the Mexican was p8y1ng 90 cents 
out of $14.00 for medical insurance which 1s 6¼% ~nd th1s sooalled .med.
ieal 1nsursnce applied only to him and he was 1n the age group of 19 years 
to 35 years, the healthiest part of one's 11.fe. But ·even so, the Mexican 
could not get medical treatment, for phys1c1ans did not want to treat 
them for ~2.00 per v1sit. 11hose of us who took pity on them and tried 
to treat them hsd a bad experience. For instance, Dr. Nathan Wolf had 
to sue to get payment for 2 dollars a vlsit. · 

I, who taught the Mex1 cans and loaned them money to g_o . to ·the 
J'usttee Court to sue for the injustices, was f'orbidden to treat · them. 
When a Max:1can sued in the Justice Court, the big growers got t_he U. 
S,. Bord:e-r Petrol to catch the Mexican and run him out of the United 
States e So that ~J's the end of the lawsuit o 

I sent .many oompla1nts to F. Britton McConnell, State Comm1ssi~ner 
of ]nsll?'a nce o'f California but he clid nothing. So in 1958, I filed 

: a do.--1 t•y0urself lswsu1 t ags.1.nst McConnell 1n the Imperi~l County 
· Sut>er1o'l' ·court (Docket /132023) charging · him w1 th being 1n a conspiracy 

W1th the Cont1.nental Casualty Co. of Chi.cage and/or the Pt:.tnAmerlcan 
Undenrr1 te:rs to S111'1ndl e the Public La-iw #78 Braceros and the physicians 
in this med1col 1n..-<;urance rscket .. It was part1.cularly pointed out that 
1n v1r,l.at1on of the State insun.ince law no brochure b.ad been given to 
the Mexf~ns so. that nob::>dy, the Mexicans, physicians . or hospitals. knew. 
•hat the .. benefits of the group policy were. ,._,c, 

/ 
., . The local newsp~per chain kno wn as PINKLEY•s PROSTITUTED PR ESS 
wt:ttl:d not print the news of this J.awsuit. I wrote letters to the 
El1:tt01-. Dr. Tu-11.ght Wil bur, of CALIFORNJ.J\ MEDICINE, the official Journal 
ot the CALIFORNIA MEDIC.AL ASS0CD~Tl0N • These lett~rs told how the
~-r-lcaris and the physicians wer e betng swindl.ed. H.., wou.1.d ·not print · 
'my lett.ers • So· I sued him in 19 59 i r the Sup-er.:t,.or ·--court {Docket 
·#')26.52). .J>tnkley~s papers woul d attack me on 'beh2:tlf of the b1g-1'e.rm~-

. 
Th~n the b1g hoyo_ott st.!'f.r-tetl. against me• I wa s kicked out of the 

Im,pe.ri,al County Medical Society and the Cal1fornls Nedical Association 
and the American .Med1osl Association. I was p1'•..)-;·c::· 1t e d from operat'ing 
1n the Pioneers Memorlal Hospital and the oppos it ion tried to kl.ck me 
out of the hospital. Space lim1tat1.ons prevent me from g1Y1ng the many 
other w.sys that I was boycotted. My prnotice fell to less t.t:-Jl:ln 50.% of 
what 1 t was. It 1s interesting to note tht,t nr. Dwight Wilbur became 
the Prestdent of the Amer1oon Medical .Assoch:1tion in 1968-699 Also 
interesting 1s that the stock of the Cont1nent5l Casualty _Co. of Chicago 
(one of the big ten 1n the insurance business) rose from ~pl 7 .oo to 
$115.00 during the period it insured these Mex1c1;1ns, on the New York 
Stock Ex:ehange. In 1960, this NEWSLEI'TER W!tS started to fight Pinkley. 

I was desp~rate as I was being ruined. I r~d heHrd vague rumors 
~ the u.s. Reclamation Isw/. I thought that if 1 t was true that the 

. u.s....._Reelwnat1on :U.iw applied to the Imperial Valley, I would fight the 
~oott by ruining my boycotters. In the summer of 1961, I went to 
Washington. n.c. to the u.s. Interior Dept. and b.eg-Bn to ask questions. 
I was told.. '•Why ask us ,when _.the biggest expert is in California". I 
was told about Professor Pauls. T~ylor. Th1s w~s a fatal mistake by 

_the Inter1or Dept. 

When I found Professor Taylor, I was astounded. He had written 
articles that had been printed in the most reputable Law Jourrwls like 
the HarvliTd Law Review. He h~d given tremendous amounts of testimony 
before con~ressional Com.mi ttees.. I found out that the big landowners 
influenced the Interior Dept. to not enforce the law. Once I learned 
all this, I began looking for a lswyer' who was not connected with big 
farmers ~r water districts controlled by big farmerse I found Arthur 
~rand convinced him to be my lawyer after I pointed out to him . 
that th~ r-e-sesrch had all been done by Professor Taylor who was re~dy 
to help. wtttrout- Professor Paul Taylor's research !ind efforts, Arthur 
~l!l.d. . .,.:L. <X>Uld_.bave _done- nothing, THANK YOU PROFESSOR PA UL TAYLOR. 
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