
NEWSLET'l'ER FROM DR, BEN YELLEN 
Brawley, Calif. 

Novo 1, 1968 

EL_ECT · TERESE __ '\/-\\MEL 
. - .. ·- ·-· ·- - . - . 

CC>NG_~SS 
It is now 9 ye:oiTS since I started to fight the R'JRAL MAFIA, THE 

BIG Ri1 NCT-H:.i?S w; 1, a:::-0 the establishment in the J8th Congressional Dist
rict of Cs lif o ~._'11:i . .1 which consists mainly of the 71-1-th and 75th Assembly 
Districts (Riv eTside & Imperial Counties of California). 

Just &:s tlle auto industry - 1s the power structure in the Detroit, 
Micht g-9 . .n re-2,iou. oo are the big :r,-,.mc :-,es 1!1 this area .. Seventy percent of 
tt1e flt.:i.'m.lEm-J. is or'lned by absentee landowr:0rs. Ju~t as the big money 
in the Dot10::.t area i3 u1ad.e by the a',3.to industry, so it 1s made here 
by the big ran0l--e3 who receive bl .s handouts from the Gove1'nment dis
guised by f a ncy n~mes like "land withdr&4wal" and "price supports" to 
fool the pe0ple. They are just plain old fashioned handouts just 
like people on welfare get. The great mass of the citizens would under
sta"!'.ld these hc:1.nc.cuts better if the Government would cull it the welfare 
prorsr1::1m for f~.n-m61's. 

Por instance~ the phrase "land withdrawal" is a f9. k 0 in this area. 
The truth is t hat no land is withdrawn:!! 'l'he goverilment just pa ys 
big sumG of motey to the big ranch interests so that thRy do not grow 
cotton on certain land. Little farmers would like to get these big 
payments also b:;..t 1.1nfortunately can not. THE BIG RANCH THEN GR. OwS 
ANOTHER TYPE 01" CROP I FOR EXAMPLE, ALFALFA ON 'IHIS LAJ-J:J. So you see 
the farmlcmd is still in use. 

The government gives all these handouts so the farmers do not grow 
an over surplus of cotton and go bankrupt because the price falls too 
low. Incidenta lly, manufacturers do not receive such protection from 
the government. If they have a surplus, they face the consequences. 

But the little farmer suffers cruelly from the big ranchers getting 
these big handouts for not growing cotton. The large ranches then 
grow crops that the ll ttle farrr.er has to grow because the 11 ttle farmer 
is not permitted to grow cotton. The result is that there is a big 
surplus in the crops that 11 t t le farme J:'S are permitted to grow because 
the l~rge ranchers shifted to the same crops from cotton. 

The net resu}t is that the little farmer is forced out ·of business 
and the big ranch su1·vi ves because 1 t receives the blg handouts for 
not growin@: cotton. When the 11 ttle fa.rmer goes under, the big rctnch 
then gets the little ex-farmer's land A:'~D BECOi'-'W ~~ I GC'.,..R. ~:·: 

When & bits ranch gets the large handout for not growing cotton on 
certain land, this "withd.rawn land" should be actua lly unfs rmed so 
that the big farm interests do not shift into crops the little farmer 
grows and by c::-eating a surplus, mnking it possible to drive out the 
small oper~tor. The power structure through its control of the local 
press and radio is constantly QOasting how efficient t he bi g rancher 
is in his f1=lrming BUT THE TRUTH IS TP.AT THE SOCALLED EFFICimJCY IS IN 
THE ABILITY TO GET THE BIG HANDOUTS AND PREVE I'JT I'HE LITTLE F/,.HMER FROM 
GETTING .A.NY OR VERY LITTLE. 

To crystallize in the minds of the readers who do 
region the sums of money involved, it is necessary to 
Imperial County , the poor on welfare get $4! millions 
rich big ranchers on welfare get $12 millions yearly. 
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nncl Imperial County have a yearly agricultural production of$½ billion 
a 1,.d rank 5tn and 6th raspecti vely in the United States" 

B2c3. use of t'1e tremendous profits and hEmdouts t the RURAL MAFIA 
1s able to e lect t heir candidates to office and control him. In this 
w~~/ the A:=:ses s o:t 3 o f both counties put fa1rn low assessments on the 
r ,t i10bes so thP. t on the average, the BIG FARM IN'l'ERESTS esc8pe 66% of 
t ~e ir ccrre ~t t a xes. 

By con ~r.:,lL r.g the Imperia.J. Irrigat:1 on District in Imperial County 
a·,1:1" t _;:; 3 c.~a ch e1 :La ,\tlley County Water D:tstTict in Ri•;rers i d.e County, the 
b .:. n; T~tnc he:t s E; re able to perpetrate a $14 v .. lllions eJ.ctrici ty swindle 
on llO~OCO of the 200.000 people of the 75th Assembly District which 
is 9} times the s: .. ze of the State of Rhode Island• 

B"3c.1::1us0 t.hG ncw ~~ papers and rllclio stations will not give out my 
.st;;.t te:nc:1ts .- I h:-,; ·7,2: been forced to make up homem':tde pt.i.mphl.ats like this 
o::-ie tu e.d·..: ,::,a~e t :1r-, 113,:,ple as to wl-. _, t ts goir.g on. I Wi:llk the streets 
,,i th c:l sa,.:k of N81v-sletters e,n :'J.Y 2 ·. ,c ul0 er distributing them all over. 

The re are also a few lesser rackets that the RURAL r,m.FIA perpet
rates on the peop l e but lack of s~ace prevents discussion. In order 
t o pub:::..ic-1 z e th-:; ~)roblems, I have run in ma.ny elections using these 
r-ni::kets a s -1 .. ssueG ~ I have been able to keep my expense down so that 
,..rl1en the RUPih.L W~I<'IA. 1 S cand:tdate spends ~l,000.00, my expense is about 

:~ JO ~oo ~ In this way more and more people have learned ho·1r they are 
being swiYJ.c"i.lcc3 t>.:-id t hat they are existing under colonhtlism with 
absentee lcc1cl0-wne:;:-s having 70/o of the la.nd and exploiting the residents. 

All the C:J:1g::--2 .:~smen whether Democrat or Rep -:..·.bllcan v,;!10 rove rep
resented t:1.e Joth Cone;ressional Distriet have been allies of the RURAL 
Ml',. FIA. smd hQVe done ncthing to rectify the situation, Cong1· essn:;3_n 
John Tur1ney is tyr, ical. :"1hen 115 big ranchers were c1:.rnght def2·auding 
the Federal Governru8·'1.t of ~~ 2 08 millions in false claims for beet grow
ir.g 2 yer:1.rs 1:1go 9 Tu,nnsy h,)shed the sc.smdal up so tha t no nc:mes were 
revealed, :nc1' were they fined or imprisoncdo But if a little m2n files 
a false unerc.p loyment claim, he is put on trial with lots of publicity 
and usu1:1lly sent to jaj_ 1 and fined. AND ALL THESE ALLIES OF THE MAFIA 
TALK ADOUT LAW AND ORJER. THEY MEAN FCR THE LIT'l'LE PEOPLE NO'I' THEMSELVES 

Bob Hunter the Republican candidate for Congressm;;..n ag1;;1inst Tunney 
is the mun of the BIG FARM INTERESTS. So is Tunney~ Go to 172 ti/est 
Main St. Brawley 1 Calif. and you will see a. big poster in the window 
of the Pens or. fu:,nches fer ·runney. John Benson g0ts a h&ndout of .;:140, 576 
for not growing cotton. Go to 113 S0ut~ Plaza 1 Brawley and ycu will see 
the s&me poster ln the window of the office of Ed Rutherford, another 
Democr2t Big Rancher. The only difference between Tunney Ynd hunter 
is that FATCAT LABOR BOSS BURNELL PHILLIPS IS SUPPORTING 'lUI:.liJEY. 

Mrs. I'erese Kermel is also a candidate for the J8th District Cong
ressionu l seat. Sl:e h£1s come out strongly for enforce:m. .'.:mt o~ the Rec
h ima tion Law and the stopping of the rackets. Leech V1ctor Veysey who 
is my opponent for the Assembly seat, spent i19,ooo two years ago when 
he was re-elected. He is also a MAFIA man. My entire campaign fund is 
1500.00 all my own money. Veysey does not have to use his own money. 

So out of my money, I am spending ~160.00 to broadcast the follow
ing political a.nnom1cement to help elect Mrs. · Karmel ·who hi:ls less cam
paign funds than I ha.ve: 

I am Dr. Ben Yellen of Brc1.wley, Calif" I strongly UTg· 
all my friends and supporters to vote for Mrs. Terese Ka:'mel, who is 
the only c 1:mdida te for the Congressional seat of the J8th District who 
has made strong statements favoring enforcement of the Recla mation Law. 

It is very essential that this law be enforced so that only persons 
11 ving here will be able to fa..rm here. In th:i..s way, the ri g r 1:: nchers 
will be eliminated and their poll ti cal power wlll be stoppE d so that 
the:w cannot get the f 1:ike low assessments on their ranche s by which method 
they have been esca ping 66% of their property taxes, and we, the People, 
hDve been forced to pc.!Y extra. property taxes to make up for tr~e (!L --~t.1-1 Jt .1.11 : 

It will alco make it possible thc:'.tt the 110,000 people out of 200,000 
in the 75th Assembly District will stop paying J times t h e cor1·ect pYice 
for electricity which wa.s subsidizing the very cheap water of the rancher-
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