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MILNE BAY DISIRICT PATROJ W{EPORTS

% 1955/56

LOSULA

Repo No. Oficer Conductin Area Patrolled
Patrol

LOSUT A
1 - 55/56 B.E.Jdinks Vakuta Island
2 = 55/56 B.E.Jinks Kiriwina Nocth

3 - 5./56 B.N. Teague Eitava Census Division
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CERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

in Reply
Please Quote )
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20th. September, 1955,

Jhe Director,
Department of Native Affairs, :

]:QBﬂ‘ Q-a l\qn::.
losyia Pateol Report lo. I of 549/56.

Attiched please find cupy cf patrol report
submitted by Mr. B.B. Jinks, C.P.0. Mr. Jinks 1. cnly a
recent arrival ir the Territcry «nd th.s is his first
patrol., Whilst it is desirable that our young cgdets should
receive as much exHerience as possible theug:him medium
appears «¢ be perscpal tuicion by a senior officer, and the
A.D.C, would have peen well adv.sed tc h.ve accompanied the
C.Pe0., on this, his first patrel.

} In this patrol Mr. Jinks has been quite
; searching in his inquiries into various aspects of nat.ve
{ life and his deductions appear to ve quite sound. However,
¢ 1t is well known that Lhe VAKUTA pecvnle are quite a
Jh spphisticated group, and I fail to see hov au inexperienced
0 cadet could in any vay impress thewm or induce tChem to carry
out a given policy.

VAKUTA as soon as possible, accomnpanied by the Cadet and
there fully investigate the following matteps:-

(a) The activities of V.C. JODUANEBU over the

)
Q
T
N g.& The A.D.0. is now directed to ppocced to
Vo
?‘{ last nine mounthse.

'8 } (., The location of the new Aid Poste
(¢c) The lack of interest in Copra production with
%D an effort tc improve the gualily of corra
R produced.

’ d) The aim of the VAKUTA Village Sceciety.
i ) (e¢) The possibility of individuals uaking and
marketing copra without subscribing to the
Society.

(£f) A full investigation o Riley's land taking
4%} into consideration the possibilily of heavy
Vi S erosion simce Jate area was alienated., I
.y cannot accep. the Cadets decision in this
AN\ instance.

_ Haticrs as enumerated above would appear to
~e of prime coucern t{o the Vakuta pecple and a lively interest




people generally, and relieve them of the boredom of

existance into which they appear to have fallen, Intarest
an copra production on a family basis withiout the governing
Wl Somd af a nahnlang sommereial baokine account should
be eicouraged to the full, and the A.L.0, shoutd makKe THLS

X

his prime concee”rn on the coming patrel,

shown iy the Administration might tend to stimmnlate the

Finally the A.D.0. is requested to give
tull particulars in a separate memo of the part .ative
child on VAKUIA, and at the same time report on other
part native children in his sub. District. 1 presvme
when referring e Para. 7 of hic covering ewc Lo ¥ a score
of equally deserving cases", he is not n~.ufining his
observations t¢ the Wrobriand area only. However, uc - w mbt
therc are other part netive childaren in the crea.

I regret commr 1ting so unfavourab. .y on tha
report ac it is the first effort of an enthusiast.c cadet,
dowevi.r, there appears to be alhuct of problems cn Vakuia
and one generally does not sepd “e boy cn a man's srrand®.

"M

II.J . HGEX ly.
q Diztricet Commnissicner,

Encl,

C.C.&/’A.D.(" .9 Los Ii'i.
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UBDISTRICT OFFICE
IaMMOKAWDUM  FOK MILNE BAY DISTRICT.

7th September 1956,

The Diatrict Commisaioner,
Milne Bay Dicstrioct,

BATEOL aﬁﬁr ﬁo! i-u(se - MR.

Enclosed please find copies in guAdruplicate of this Revort.
Por a firat attempt i% seems to me to be moat aﬁtinfaotor:.

Under "Diary" Jated Wednesday 24th August 1955, menwlon is
made of a call at MUWO Plantation. Mr, Jinks will be aaked %o pro-
vide a separate memvu report of his impressiona as %to labour gonditions,
eto., 1f the Distriot Commissioner so desires,

The nine monta hiatus in patrol activity as far aa VAKUTA
is concerned has resulted in a rather unaatisfactory break-“can of
village unity. The development of cliquee as mentiomned by Mr. Jinks
in para. 2, page 4 of the Report scema to result from the assumption
by the Village Conctable and his faction of more anthority than they
legally pooasess, Thie resulted mainly in the foolish businscs of
the destruction of the marking fence of Mr. Riley's trade atore gi*te -
whioh has been a bone of contention for as long as I have beén at
Losuia. My memoranda 34/3-72/54 of 12th June 1954 and 34/3-26/54-55

df 20th August 1954 refer, However, it is hoped that the determinatior

of boundaries made by Mr. Jinks on this patrol will settle the matier,

It well be that the developmen: of a Co-Operative would
provide some sélidarity - a trait that is notably lacking among the
VAKUTANS as well ag other XIRIWINAN nativea, The Co-Operatives
Oftficer Samarai has been contected re thia (vide my memo :4,1.1/76-55
of 17th March 1955, a copy of which was sent to the Distriot Commias-
ioner). However, a8 the Co¢Operatives Officer pointed ont, preasure
of yresent co-operative operations coupled with iack of staff renders
it unkikely that anything will be poesible within the next two yea:ra.
inother point to consider is that Vakuta population is barely 400 =-
which does not provide a very broad framework on which to place one
isolated Soociety.

"Gardens" - para 2 P, 6: The Vakuta village peorle are
notorious wanderers, sometimea spending ae long as six months oruising
in their canoes between trhe Amphletts and their homes, Emphasia has
been - and will continue .~ be - placed on larger gardens and lesa
seiling about.

As mentioned by lMr. CPO Fitgzer in his report No.4-54/556
(27th October-lst November 1954), the mixed-blood c¢hild of a previous
Evropean manager of LUWO Plantation is still living in VAKUTA.
Al though her dian had earlier indicated thai. the child would be
sent to DOGU for schooling, nothing haa yet happened. It seems a
reat pity that lomethlng congtructive cannot be dome ahount such un-
ortunate cases - but, of course, once actiion ia begun in one ocase,
a soore of equally deserviag ocases will inevitably come to mbnd; and
vhether it wwuld be practicacle (or desirable) to institute a mass

movement of h/¢c children, is doubiful,

"t 18 proposed to contimne flying visits to VAKUTA and an
improvement is antinipated,
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TERRITORY OF PAFUA AND NEW GUINEA

In Reply

Fage & Please Quote
D, S.
SUBDISTRICT OFFICE,
‘ [ OSUIA,
' o m Ot "~ MILNE BAY DISTKICT.
Mr., Jinks hag taken a los of trouble over the survny
of the VAKUTA trade site; it is to be hoved that .'is work maj
be of vulune to the Iande Devartment,
In all, a very workmanlike pstrol and for a firat
attempt, very u&i.f&otory.
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

In Reply
Please Quote

D. 5. 305

SUBDISTRICT OFFICE,
BY. LOSUIA,
e N A Mbavk say DISTKICT.

16th August 1955,

¥r, CPQ Jinks,

INSTRUCTIONS,

Please be prepared to leave by ML "Kingfisher" for VAKUTA
Igland, as s09n as "Chinampa" unloading is comp’eted. or early to-
morrow morning, You should be prepared tc remain in the akes for
about 5-7 days, "Kingfisher" and crew wil' rcemein with yo. .

I sugrest that Const, DOIWA uccompany you, ASERA of the
Kingfigher crew is compeeent to act as interpreter, Doiws should be
inetructed to take a week's rutione from the Police monthly ration
igssue which h:s alreedy been mede, end the Kingfisher crew are glmo
already provided, 10 3}bs, of trade tobacco and four gallone of
kxeroseneé (ex store) should be ample,

Bupplies of Ceisus 30oJks, and otnér necessary stationery
will ©be required,

Check esisting Vakuta area censuses and, if you congider
it warranted, greépare uew census books, “neck all villages for
cleanliness, condition of housing, state of gu.rdens, water-holes
etc, Tgkem notice of any complainte that may be brought to your
notice, under NRO, and cring the parties in any Court cases to
Losvia nn your :eturn, There is oneé mat.er concerning an alleged
assault by a miesion teacher upon a cnild wuich will reguire _our
investigation, 1 believe the child is in the .gtive hnogpital at
present, probably with a guaraian or psrent who may bé a couptéent
witness,

There will probably be the usual sp.te of complmints on
behadpf of the natives concerning the activities of wr, Riley, who
hae a trading leasg at Vakuta, lake notice of whetever may be seaid,
byt remember that the Vgiuts natives, in couwon with other ceami-igolate
gro ups in thig Sub-Dic'rict, arc prone to exagerate and t> try to
play off one Zuropéan aiainst anotner in the hopc of sowe vague
advantage which they thir - might be gained, 1t will be best, chould
such compleints come to light, to oring the perties concerned (aative)
back to Losuia and let them weke tneir cowplainte to me,

On your return to Losuia, you choulu be prepured to write
s patrol report, in the accepted form, (guintuplicate, wmentioning
upder the various neadings your findings, and also any instructions
which you may have given, Remember to make & note of all such ig-

structiong in the Vi lage Qonctleble's Register,

It is desircble that you check with Lr, HuUA Kenny as to

VAKUTA,
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

In Keply

Llease Quots

DS 30 = ¢

SUBDISTRICT OFFICE,
LOSUJA.
Mpunpay e wnn MILNE SAY DISTRICT.
5th September, 1955
The District Comumissicner,

METnme Nav M4 atwnd~d
o A

- A ve av v,

SAMARAL .
REPORT A _PAT No 1 OF
-1956 T, YiLL-
BY B, 41 c
Purposes of Patrol: Census and General Administrative Duties.
Duration: 19th August- 24ih August and <6th August-30 August 1955,

Number of Days: Seven.

Personnel Accompanying: RPC: 1
Cuitoms and Morive: 2
Native Medical Qrde..ry: 1
rersonal Servant:; 1

Last Patrol to Area. DDS: J. D, Fitzer P/R 4 of 54/55 from
! 27th Oct ober to lst November 1954,

PHD: J, J. Kenny in Jaauary, 1955.

Map reference; losuia su?di-trict Censug Division of
Kiriwina South,

DIARY

Fri i9th _gmgust 1955
aar : Departed Losuia wharf a$ 0620 per ML ‘

;Kiqgtighor', and Jlanding at Vakuta Rest House at 1110.
Instructed village party plaiting coconut fronds to carry out
ligg;ﬁfgpcirs to the rest nouse, During the afterncon inspected
OKINAI village. Lined villagers arnd iaspected for scabies etc.
Proceeded to VAKUTA viilage, where insgp~ction of village, gardens
and latrines ;as carried out, wenty-five natives’ with minor

ailments wvere instructed to proceed to the Native Hospital, Tosuia

per mL 'nngfisnef on the following Monday,




turday 20th August, 1955

Census of OKINAI viillage taken and
village gardens and latrines inspected. At 1Ql5 proceeded tc
GILIBWA village per ML "Kingfisher". (ensus taken and comriete
Vmep SOSAT AP la WOV, Lulilg une ai cernoos NP e. Milues
arrived from Losvia ani immediately came tc me concerning
damage to tne fencing of his trading lease near the rest house and

barracks. See remarks under "Land",

OBSERVED i

Hondey <<nd August 1955

Proceeded to KAULAKA village wnere census

I - Sunday 21st August 1955
l

was taken and conprehensive inspection carried ouv., Talk with
villagers and village c¢f{icials, during wnich it wa:, decided that

. . a Medical Aid Post would be constructed at this village,

tuesday <ord August 1955

' Census of VAKUTA villiage takens Talx

E with villugers concerning general amatters and Mr F. nilmey.

f During the afternoon Island cfficials at rest house and further
I
[

investigation into trading leas:.

Wednesaay 24th August 1955

Departed for Losuia 0915, . lling in

D.‘ O at Muwo Isiand Pl.ntation for inspection of labour et€, Arrived
at Losuia at 1710,
, " ,

griday 26th August 1975

AL 0635 departea for Vakus islané, arriving

—_— .
I

at 1225 after rough passage. Afternoon spert ir.' preliminary

survey of Mr Riley's land. Also talk witih native Kaiwau,

gelected to replace V,.C., Toduanebu, dismissed Dy Mr Geelan on

Thursday 25th August,
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Seturcay <7th  ugust 1955

Morning spent in surveying trading

site and marking it permanently, Land boundaries were carefully

pointed out to villag rs presgent ,

Jl N TR AR priTTR—

d «3th ust 1955

OBSERVED

Monday zStn‘Aggust 19955

Visit to KAULAKA viliage to inspect site
of new Aid Post. Instructiions w.re given with regard to size
and construction of the building. Alao inspected timber a.ailable
for building between VAKUTA and FAULAKA villages. At VAKUTA

village the new Viliage Constable was appointed before the

assembled villagers,

Tuescay JOth August 195°

Leit for losuia per "Kingfisher" at
0820 with four more patients for native ho-~pital., Arrived at

Losuia 1520.

B il ¥ R ——

Native Situation

At present the native situation on vakuta island
seems to be even slower in progressing than in the usual Kiriwina
village, for at tpis time of the ,ear in particular there is
nothing to do th;t appeals to these people, They usually harvest
their yams later than the other iroorianders, the final grithering

Lthis year being in Qctober when ihe mila mala ceremonies take

place. At the moment thern is a little gardening anu harvesting,
and altnougn tne villagers have & good dedl of spare time there
is not the slightest inclination or effor:. to make copra despite

the fact that there must be several tons of coconuts lying in the

scattered stands of trees. By now these would be useless.
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The generul proceaure seems (o oe to wait unt‘l
the ha.vest is completed and everyone nas recovered from the
festivities. No amount of persuasion seemed to convince the

villagers that between a naif ana two thirds of toeir labour

s S - B

AP ) I NS s at B VTSN St Bg. 1B IV § P PRt 1P Wi . o gun
the remainder spent a full day in tue gardens, Apnarently this
copra is of poor qualily and the Lradeis are obliged to re-smoke
it before it can be dispoutched. During the last season there

was a small swoke house £t VAKUTA villoge, but this has since

coljapsed and no plans nave veen warde to build & new one,

the village people gatner coconuts f{rom groves taat

are planted in most cases on land belonging to individuals, £

but the gatberings are pooleda and tne whole proceeds are banked

in an account in the name of "Va:uta Village Society" with three

sig atories, there apvears to be .0 co-ordinaiion of effort,
and {h"ere seem to be factions in the village working against
each o'ner, Tnis is particularl; awkward in the case of their
copra making as well us in ¥le case of general administration,
rhe village Constaole ceemed to heading a grcuap working aiter
thneir ~wn obscurn interests, and with his replacement matters

may improve in tne future,

From the nmbove it woull sppear tnat a Co-operative
movement as suggested by several previous officers on the station
would prove guite unsatisfactory., BeSides this there is a s
total po,ulation on the island of iJB, bu- if these people
cuuld be guiced etfectively towards methodical production &
gociety might well oe possible., Thne vakutans have saowdin
the past that they realize fully the venef.r : that such a
movement could bring, and it would provide an excellent
example for uhe other people of thnese notoriousl, ndolent

jslands. There are good supplies of copra on ¥Kiriwina as




well as beche de mer and snells, The sne .l ng ban for

Furcpeansin these walers was last year under cons deration

and may we.l be lifted, elihough tlne natives wish it to stard
even thnough thney do no shelling tnemselves, giiuation such
- et P el Mo YUcdUvod 11 8 B00U Gadllipel wude y . :

given,

It shoula be arn interesting and possiblp

profidable experiment if some careiul work were carried out
on (his island by the Local field staif, and alihough results
would probably be slow in showing, there is definitely

room for considerable imprcvement,

As is lne case witili wost Trooriand Islanders, 15  1“ 1
unese people are guite contented and live welil together, there

being no native coumpliaints brougbt forward during “he patrol.

9 Housing
The housing on thne island is satisfactory, but there  : ‘
are a number of small improvements that could be made tnat
would give the villages a cleaner und more orderly sppearanco,
In many cases roofing was poor, and orders were given to
effect repairs. Houses of aged people were in almost
every case very bad, and tne frame of one house was comp.etely

recovered during tne patrol's stay.

The people of Vaku.a seem to have lost ¢ number of
customs and superstitions of the main islanders, and all
dwellings ar2 built approximately twc feet‘from the ground,
besides being a little larger than those on Kiriwina., The
Kaulaka villagers heve a good site picked for an Aid Post,

%} and a little progress naa already been made on what should be

an adequate ouilding.




The native roads asg far as Vakuta villaze are poor owing
to the great numver of corel outcrops, out these are unavoidable,
None of tnese are well cut, which once again illustrates the

PR SIS o -y A el Lo ssendbtng oo
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Tae only crops in evidence were the eternal yam
and a litile sweet potato, which are sup: lemented by somse
fishing. The village gardens are in ail cases on relatirery
good ground and shou .« be awuple for all needs., After ai.
inspection of all gardens it was noticed that the garden at
Okinai village was aimast ss .arge us that at Vakutas, the largest
villege, with ten times the population, Eight rat.ves from
Gilibwa villoge are gardening at Okinai, but further than taat
there appeured to be no reason for such a large area, and it

is probaoly another case of misdirected energy.

Health
ihe health of the two larger vil.leges, Kaulaka and Vakuta,
was very poor, with many cases of scabies and a few bad ulcers
that would have been serious had they bee~ let go further. All
but two cases were cnildren under twelve., With the establishment

of an Aid Post this situation shou.d .ipreve,

Census

P ’- - . L4 -w_- - i o au piss i S o
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Figures are attachea, There has heen & considerable increase

in population s.nce the last census taken, but this is meinly
due to tche fact that a great number of men were abscnt on the
Kula when the last patrol visitea the area and some were not

entered in the new books compiled at that time, uynfortunately

this complicated the present check, :nd combinzd with the fact that

book had insgufficier. spacing to allow for merriages and birthgs,

it made the compilition of rew 0ooks again necessary.
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Land

During the pailrol wmr F. Riley revurned to his trade store
from Losuia, and souvn afterwards came to tie rest house with
a complaint that natives nad pullad down part of the ftence
arouna his lease. His traaing si*te consisis of three separate
leuses trken out by earlier traders. ‘rhere have been eariier
enquiriee concerning this land, but there are no proper records
i1, the Lamds Depertment fililes apart frum s sketeh map which
vas saBt Lo Losuia  ast year in answer to a tter,

Mr Ri.ey nad conducted a rough survey of nis own, apparently
from this map, and has built on it anocordingly. .he ex Village
Constable, however, insi. i that .ae nhaa too much laud, and
destroyed tne fence, ving tne ooundaries about eight feet
17war’'s at eitiuer ena, Tuis action followed several thut ware
unsatisfactory, an has been re i,

the pa'rnl returned (n Losuia, where surveying equipuent
was ootained, aud a survey was .tnen carried out., The sketch
map, DA 1515, is in owplete L it was oovious from iLne
161 degree bear. ; that tais wes unsitisfactory, al this placed
a uost the wnole oi the Loni frontsge veluw the nigh “rater masgk.
Tn order to settle tne disputes on the sprt it was decided to

e a completely new survey. Both surveys are drawn in on the

pi'.. attached, avd the 'anc areus are ap roximately equal,

Besides the vat 1 ine gquestion, “here arc~ alsc buildiing
in the line of the original 5L degree pear.ng on the south end >
the leace and coconut trees al the unot a ena The land cannot
pe positionea so tnat tae lol degrec l..ec ends above tne nigh water

mark. £s this wiil set the nortn end oI thz2 lease back into a

swamp., On L..2 present Locstion these appear Lo be the only

2 Iavyi s 1 . ~T- ) sT6! t i e oo C.¢€;,. 4‘“{t
poessivie voundarieg 101 lnis 1-ause, and 1t 1s sugges.ed lha
the origin necd of Lt.estalion be amende¢ to conform with

tnis survey.
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Que _roon Child - vakuta ci.lage

During his patrol to the area
hr Jitzer noticed and commer -  : hils palrol report on a

qQuadroon child at present living ia Vukuta village, She is

“sv COLLG Ot & halfe castc who is dead ana Mr J. C.ark, an
€X menager of Muwo plantation, no ionger residing in the Territory,
Tuis giri has white skin, which is most unusual even for a

quadarooa, and perfectly <egu.ar Buronean features.

She was born on the 27th July,
1951, and although not yet ¢ enough to attend the school at
Dogura, it is quite possiole thatthey or some other vody may
be interested, as tunir is possibly an unusual case. If the
fatner could be contacted and wishes to keep the chi.d it would

presen® no difficully as she could pass for a lurofean anywhere.

Concdusio.

This patrol to Vakuta Island iound the people and the
villages in a comuon position - there was nothing to coadeimn,
and notning to praise. These vecpie apparently improved last
Year when they were reguiar.y visited, but over tne last nine
months, tuinge nuve dederioruted somewuat. A suort folliow-up
pailrol in the near future would pernaps be useful to check on

orders given during this patrol and the efiect of the new

Village Constable,

Tou
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REEOCT ON RPC MAMBIR Y.1i3 PATROL
No. 6333 Constable DOIWA.,

A satisfacotory policeman in all respects.

&
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DEATHS v
VLA PoENsUs v 0.1 Month | 0' Year 1—4 5—3 i 913 Over 13
MIF|M]|F TIF EAFEE I AN EN AR RS
oBwiriwva  [23lglssl 5 |2 ; 2
OKAIKODA  [|23|q|ss| 7 |+ b
KULUW A zq;‘t‘i:ﬁ h -
LUYA zb]cﬂs‘s . R
MOLICILACT RGglss| 2 | 1 ;
( ALAKA 27llss| €| 1 z,
BUDUWAIL AKA|27|q) 56 2 l '
KAULAGU  [28]q|ss 2
| ALUMUGCWA [28[q)5s | 2 | 1 |3
O KA\BOBWA 2q\q|a‘5 2 ) ‘
CBOWA DA xﬂqlﬁs 3.1
OMARAKANA |30|qlss | 1 |3 '
KABWAKU tlrojss | 3 |5 | 212
WAKAILUA a||o|55 ]
KABUI ULA 3|10;5:‘ K
\YOLAOTA [3]wolss [3 |2 2
TILAKAIWA [3)to)ss | 1 |2
KwAI BWAGA u[uolsb 5|2 ! [ [
WAKAISA y|rolss \ |
¥ TOTAL 40|z 342 ! iq 1 q
|
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Oth, lHarch, 19%6

Tue Distriect Como si r
_‘Lz"\v 4! .I-
Pglrol Nevort LOSUIA I'o.2 of 17055/56.
Recelinr is acknovlecdped of veur 2111 of
th. QGetober, 1947,
A-though the Trobrisnds is perhaps one of
the guietast areas in the Territory I an etill

nevertheless concerned that =2 Cndet with barely six
mounths exverience was allowed to undertake a secound
solo pztrel without havirg had the sdvant age of
reviously patrelling with & Senior Officer,

I Lty resilise thet neither yowrself nor
ir, Healy are to blame for tnis and the Assistant

et Officer directly ro; sitle nes now resigned.
aqowever it 1g egsential that Ir. Jinks does
o S8 LY0OL W “1'. il e Ja? cncod )5 4t L "I’ 3 ."1.{ an
stant District Oflicer, bafore v wriaskes anether

s0lo natr.l. in adédition, this 1 0l patrol
should not we started auts e nas c. eled twelve

l..&al ] e« £¥V7) O] .-

RIS 3ervice,

*11 &8 could de

X - 2

' 1€ vionsd have been
Athout sufrficlent

cul his iluexperience

waw
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le SELIVALIYA of Xa K
oC page 7 was done in a
inner on 2 AeDe0's recommendat
R Ll N TV, g ey A
3« The undesirability of a young Cadét Patrol
e being sent on patrol without the
or reliable interpreter,
o JThad Yy o exty of Census figures
\ are requ 1. 20T 6l of' Health.

t’ "4 'I r’. '-
y S 7,;1-\»

D, Clifton-Bassett,
a/District Commissioners
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

In Keply
Flease Quote

D. 8
30,2-83/55
SUBDISTRICT OFFICE,
LOSUIA,
MIMORAND('H FOR . — MILNE BAVY DIS ‘RICT.

2lst October 1955,

The Distri ot Commi :gioner,
Milne Bay Tstrict,

FATROL REP(RT NO. 2-55/56;

MR _CPO vINKS,
. Pleare find inclosed copies in @wintuplicate a2f this

Report,

Mr, Jinks' field work is, I tink, quite good, considering

his short leugth of gervice; and his report is presentad in a worke
manlike man ner,

Far your intormation, ;lease,

el

- pe— SR ——
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

In Re*iy
Flease Juote

. .5
0 5

SUBDISTRICT OFFICE,

LOSUIA,
MgzMorANDUM  FOR - MILNE BAY DISTRICT
— . s

2lat Sent ember 1965,

Mr, CPO B. Jinkas,
LOSUIA,

PATROL INS TRUCTIONS,

Please make arrangements to leave the station tomorrow
morning, for the OBWELIA-OKAIKODA area.

You will be required to complete a census of the villagea
in this area, as well ag cnducting us.®l village-, garden-, and
@imilar ingpections.

It is suggested that two Crnetables accompany you. I
think that Consteble 0GAI will serve as m interpreter; he has

worjed on a number of previous densus patrols and should understand
wat is required,

After completing tne OBWELIA group, go on to OMARAKANA ,
where cengus sho 1d be completed as well.
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA ANU NEW GUINEA

In Reply
Llease (Quote
D. 5. 30.2

SUBDISTRICT OFFICE,
LOSUIA,
W P 1) 0 a8 A MITNE BAY DISTRICT.

6tk Octeber, 1955,

Tha District Commissioner,
Wi1ine Bay bLaistrict

ORT OF A PAlROL LOS Lo 2

Census and Genseral JAduinistrative

Purnoses of Patrol:

Duties,
iong: 22nd Beptember te 5th October 1955,
Number of Dgys: Iwelve,

Persgonnel coum ings RPC: Two from 22nd Sept. to lst Oct,
Cne irom 2nd to 5th October,

The ledizal Orderly from Okabkona

Aid Post accompanied the patrol

on vigits to nine villages,

Persgoaal Servant: One,

Last Pat-ol to Area; DNA: J. D, Fitzer P/R 4 of 54/55

in November 1954,

PiD: WA vigity tnese villages
waekly by car,

Map Refererce: nosuiy Subdistrict Census Divigioza
Kiriw.na North,

- pulo=e

D I A R X

‘hurgd 22n gptember
Patrol depatted from Losuia ai 1535
after delays owing to heavy rain, arriving at JRWELIYA
village Rest House.-at 1710, Carriers paid off and nreliminai
inspection of village,
Friday 23rd September
Census of OBWELIYA village and inspection

of housing and gardens during the morning, In the afternoon

o R

s W '.‘\’Iﬁ: -—:-q;.«» B e e
5




2,
the census of OKA1KODA village was taken and village
housing and gardens inspected, Talk With people of

both villages,

Sgturdgy 24th September

Mo wgpas S v L
A ---’ . - - A

P WA e, Wy A7)
and cengus and ingpection 0° EULIWA village, Talk with
KULUWA villagers,

Buaday 2%th September

W SaRV LD

londay 26th September

Proceeded to LUY4 village by way
of IALAKA and BUDUWAILAKA, where housing iu,pections

were carried out, Census of LUYA village and inspection

of housing and gardens, Patrol tuen moved to MOLIGILAGI

village, where census was taken and complete inspection
carried out, returning via IALUMUGWA village for ine-
gpection of housing,

Tuenday 27th Septamber

Census of IALAKA and BUDUWAILAKA
vidlages. Inspection of gardens, latrines etc, Patgpl
returned by way of KULUWA village, In all villages
previous instructions had been, or were being, carried

out,

Wednesday 20th Septemoer

Inigpection of housing in OBOWADA

and WAKAILUA villagrse en rouve to KAULAGU, where census
was taken and a complete insgpection made, 1In the
afternoon the patrol.proceeded to IALULUGWA village to
check the census and inspect resul%s of instructions
given on Monday's visit, Short tslk with KAULAGU

and JALU.UGWA villagers,

Thursdgx 29th September

Census of OKAIBOLWA village mgnd

ingpuction of villiage gardeas etc, Patrol returned

r—— . " " g liomn e wtmen A b
; Q\‘(\ B ’ -
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by way of OKAIiODa to inspect maintenance work done
on Aid Post and nousing, Second visit to OBOWALA
vil.age during the afternoon ior census check and
complete inspection,

Fridgy 3j0th September

fAVOL WUVBL WO VuaRACANA a8t
nouse, where carriers were paid off and a preliminary
inspection of OLARAKANA village made, In the afternoon
the cengus was taken and village surrounds fully in-
spected,

Saturday lst Octouver

Inspection of wousing and gardens
at KABWAKU village during the morning, Census of
this village and a talk withh the people., The patrol
then moved to WAKAILUA, passing en route lhrough
TILAKAIWA and 1YOLAOTA villages, where inspections
of houses were made, Census of WAKAILUA checked
and a skort talk with the villagers, Constable
HOMBI returned to Logsuia to re~-engage and to
supplement the station detachment, as anotner member
had gone on leave,

Sunday 2nd October

OBSERV KD

Proceeded to KABULURA village througa
KWAIAWAGA. Census aad full inspection of KABULULA
and housing inspection of KWAISWAGA, Heturned to
rest nouge through WACAISA village, where a preliminary
ingpection was made, During the afternoon census
checks were made at IYOLAOTA and TILALKAIWA, two small
villages near the rest house, A further inspection
of gardens and Water supply vwas made,

ggpsday 4th (ctober

Census of KwAIBWAGA and WAKALISA

villagea, Incpection of garacens, latrines and

R
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4,
watering-places at both villages and & short talk
with the people of KWAIBWAGA,
Wedne h October
Returaned to Losuia by wain Kaibola

Toad. Carrie:avpaid off and patirol dismissed.

---o-u-

Native Situsati

t present the situation on the island
is very guiet, a:. the harvest festivities anded some
weeks ago and the pecple are occupied with the seriousg
work of planting for the new season. Although it has
be:n remarked by earlier officers that tha villagers
are lax in regard to Go ernment work st this time
of the year in particular, this patrol found the area
in a very satisfactory condition in wost respects.
Particular attention was paid tu nousing, instructions
for repairs being given in every village visited, but
these were carried out in every case, In some instances
this may nave Leen because the people were told they
woule he vigited twics, but on several occasions in-
structionsg were exceeded, and in one case the ngtive

decided to ouild & new house,

Tnere is no interpreter at Losuia at
present, and consecuently it was impossible to carry
out lengthy talks with tte villagers, The constables
on the patrol have little more than a working knowledge
of Kiriwinan, and or only one occasion was it posgible
to guide a conversation along definite lines, this
turough two interoreters.. It was obvigus froa the chiort
t ixe; however, that tue people regard taswusleves s
an isolated, unigue cocmmunity whose development is in

no way related to the population of the Territory as

a whole, Becnuse so few of tunem have left their

-~ - B S - ——— el ——— A U
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villages and veloved yams, they have no idea of
comparative scandards of housing, economic deve
elopment and education, with regard to housing,

it is difficult to believe that the old super-
gtitiona of epirits enterjne hougeg built ~Aff the
ground through the floor is so widely believed now,
The majority of houses built from wartime scrap
are elevated because with the increassed weight it
is more secure than burying the iron iu the ground,
The effort of evolving a new system of housge-
bublding, nowever, is too much for a native with
very few exampleés anc no experience to draw upon,
An ex~prbsoner recently returned {rom Samarai has
the foundations built for a large, elevated house
which should be a good example in his own village
at l7ast, although the villagers seem to have no
senge of pride or competition, Another thing that
is lascking im a spirit of co-c_.eration, as gll
haelp given in the construction of houses must be

paid for, even among cloge relatives,

Hconomic development, too, has no
furthner meaning than the selling of a rew pounds
of copra to a trader in axchamge for tobacco, and
the rords "Co~cperative Society" merely resultx in

blank ctares., The vigit of Mitakata to Samarsi and

the Kilue Bay area some four years ago was reportzd to

effects
have promising xmmpmxix in tuis regard, but thege

have died through lack of & ariving force, and
Mitakata nimself now passes it off as an interesting

sight=-gseeing tour,

A nuhber of adult natives in the
villages visited nave sttended mission eschools

vefore the war, obut on Iirsi appearancés can

T R 5
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do no more than count to temn., One or two, nowever,

.

can understand English quit< well and can construct

gentences, but the words must be coaxed out, No

doubt this is partly due to,lack of practice, butw

-
- &

wedte i el e ““-‘i Ak~ i‘l Lo~ Lal MIIJ c.\—l#i.‘ palales s i 4 4
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this sort, and in this instence adopt almost a -

sulky air. This attitude ig difficult to explain, -;
bat it is congistent “ith the Kiriwinan's mgnner in
regard to angthing that is outside the old, ,established -

order, i

it is unlikely that the native situation rE B
in these iglanas will progrees appreciably until the
people rezlize that the Administration is not giving them
benefits such as free medical attention, which in
many capes must be forcec upon them, simply because
it enjoys doing so, Any chnange must come largel)
from the people, vut before thie can take place they
must realize what the other people of the Territory
are doing for themselves, The people of Vakuta
islgnd, at the southern tip of Kirisina, are more
advanced than tne main islanders simply through
visiting Dobu 1sland for the Kula ceremonies, This
ig evidenced By their embryo co-operative movement

and their superior housing,

The Kiriwinan must leave hig island

world and sgee for himskdf,

|
\t) Order 3 ~
The only complaint brought forwsrd 1
during the pairol's stay in the area Was a wmi;.or —3
-
ona concerning the fencing ot gardens. This was :
obviously a village matter, and was seéttled amicably :

among the pecple concerned, There ie rarely cny

kil
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trouble in these villages, and any complgints are

reported promptly by the Villapge Consisgbles, A e

Village Authoritics -f 3

The four villagge groups vigited- -; 3

CBWELIYA, JALANA, KABWAKU and viARARANA &lc euCl 'i ;3

ir the charge of a Village Conatable, SKELIVALIYA, e

VC of KABWAKU, was dismissed for inefficiency :5 *%

shortly before the patrol, und it is recommended _? ¥

o that MWAYOYU, Village Councillor and shief of % &
KABWAKﬁ,be appointed, The other Village Constables '; _5

are doing a good job, and the roads etc, in these groups —i _?

are well up to standard, The area controllied &

‘:é"'”'-.l;‘:” =

NIGUYA of OBWELIYA, however, consists of six villages, .

the farthest over an hour's walk away, and some .

of his work ie of necessity falling on the Village f !
= Councillors., Thfs could well be divided into two R
J groups of three viklages each, with even better
results than at present, and ih- ¢ ~le may come 2 ﬁ
to reaslize the proper function or the Councillor, ; _5
A new Councliior wgs €lscied vhea the ratzol vis- ~{~
ited IYOLAOTA village, and although all the men ’?

were interestcd in the “election", they obviously

congidered him a supplementiary Village Constable,

An attempt at explanation through a poor .interpreter b
© A 4 1
failea to clear up the matter, -
: Ty
Commerce ' i
The source of these villagers small income L -
L

is through copra and carvings, but according to one

‘ of thuy local traders, there s little market in
Samareai for the latter at pr sent, Coconut trees &
are planted along all the viliage tracks, and
most of the copra is gathered from these, J¥or -
; - geversl weeks before the patrol the coconuts had !
§
1
& $
- -
'. O oo b geadic v h i LT P STNREA e i « o el -n—-’.
A E
()4 lh-‘




Ue

been too green for copra=-making, and production has
recertly re-comuenced. These tr
even for the modest energies of the Kiriwinan, aud
alwost all coconuls are cut from them instead of being
allowed to drop. Bxplaining the virtues of patience
and the benefits of increased production i thf nute
drop, nUwever, 18 rather difficult, to say the least.
There :;re several small plantations near thecge villages
which should bear moderately well if they were cleared.
During the nexti patrol, it the end of the month, it
is intended to pass through this ares and see if any

progress can 0€ wade in this direction, About five
acres of coconuts near KABWALU village have beéen
cieared ‘or general village use, and this will be

usged as an exawple,

All ‘cpra is dried on a rack in the
sun with the slight assistance of a iire underneath.
A smoke hose hac not Leen built "vecause thire is
not enough copra for one" th the clearing of

ti.e grovee rentinoned, one excuse at least shonld
be eliminated,
den
There is cons. “"able gardening activity

at present, most siteg having been burnt off and
cleasred, and planting fies Degun. There can be no
possivle criticisms of the Kiriwinan garden, Aiost
villLagers are planting sweet potatoe: Desides their
yume, end & number o . € considerable variety, mostly
intendied fur sale in Losuia. Thece crops include

tomatoes, pumpkin, chinese cabbage and sweet corm,

Last season's yam crop 1s expected
to be ample for all needs, anc approximately the

3ame acreage is :)eing plaxxted thie year., Thege
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people show great care and skill in thse preparation

o i il

of their gardens, and i{ seems that they can and will

work hard when the isjyie is vital,;

Water Supplies ' |

m.. L - 9 - 2 " » 7 9 .
e oy W NS QNSRS B L PRSSS $

ig .'vom ithe ground - vweikls and water-holes, The wagter -
is in all casee clean and clear, and congsiderable cars i
ig takeén to keep it so, Some of tLese water-holes i
have been known to fail, but there has been »o g@rious 3
shor tage for guite a few years, and as the recent o
South-East season was exceptionally wet, supplies - |
were, and are, ample, : -
é -
Rogds ! 1 .
With only one exception, all rouds ﬁ;
I -
were well maintaired, The exception was sighted g "
en route to another village, and when the patrol { ﬁ
vigited the village whose re. »sibility it was to ?‘;
| |
maintain the track, it had been already cut, The g
main Kaibola asotor traffic road had become overgrown _; !
and was two-track im some places, Orders were d’
given to cut it, =nd traders have reported that _;
it is now full width, The cutting will be carried ?
through for the full l:ngth when the Kaibola ares is v e | |
patrolled in tie near futuve, —\
Parts of the airstrip are tufnly | B
grown with grass, but this has not gffected the surface e
of the strip itself, When road=-cutting it complete, &
mgintenance will be carriea out, A request was made <
to the Department of Civil Aviation for funds for =
une . o4686p of the strip, but as yet there has been g
no reply. ltes measurements gre 6000 by 180 feet, ana
00 feet of approaches have to be mgintained ati either ™~
end, *hrough the scrub, so there is congidergble work :
involved,
g
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Regt Hougesg

OLWHELIYA - The irame end flooring

are quite

of rusty corrugated iron, ba. A&

good, but ihe roof,

limited life. Walls are of plaited coconut fronds,

and need constant renewal .
a-i1+ nf the sawe materials as

' .
P

Obweliya, but the roof is in slightly petter con=
dition. Th verandah needs widening, but otherwisge

it is quite good.
OLARAKANA - Once more an iro
are the pandanus walls.

n roef, out

in need of renewal, &8
MITAKHTA, tle paramount chief, gave agsurances tnat
a completely new rest house would D€ puilt, Develop~

mente will be ewgited, but not for too longe.

The police cerracke are all in fgir con-

gition, and there ere latrines at each rest couse,

village Cleanliness and Houging

All villages visited were in a VEery

clean conditionx, which is seldom the case when

gsurprise visits are made by motor transpor

Mogt of the war-time Americun ingtallaticus

were in the area visited, and & greaw deal of salvaged

materials have peen used in the construction of
These include flattened petrol and bltumen

aircraft and flattened ammunition

houseées.

drums, pigces of

cages, ag well as wood irom packing caseés. The

flsttened drums are mostly rotten and ~usty, and
the few nails holding them in place are rotting
away. The other materiais Will probably be wegther-
registant indefinitely, obut they cannot be regarded

ap waterproof by any mesns. Much of the wocd has been

powdered oYy white ants, and only a coat of paint

holds it together. These houseés have gerved for
some ten years, and eannot be expected to do sC

ough wholésal® recons! ruction

for much longer» and alti
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o
is impossible inmediately, owing to the shortage
of good building meteriale, replacement rusgst begin
soon, During inspectiong of the villages, thre
people were carefully shown the -otten con@ition
of these houses, gnd it was obvioug that they did

not 1ully realilze the gituation themselves,

The nearest supoply of timber is

three miles away, tut this should be no obstacle
to a village effort, and although sago leaf is nct
plentiful, it can bt found in sufficient quantities
in the swampy land to the west of these villages,
There are a number of new houses being built in
the area, and all are of g good standard. Vith
thece as an exmuple, and some steady persuaczion,
it should be possible to carry out steady replacement,
The present gituation is by no means serious, but
such a situation could easily uevelop, and it ig
best to remedy it while chere is plenty of time,
Health

There is an Aid Post at OKAIKODA
village and the ledical Crderly visits the surrounde
ing villages regularly by bicycle, Six people out
of the two thousand vigited were semt in to the
Loguia hogpital, including one who had not obeyed
the NMO's orders, The pogition with regard to health
was very satisfactory,
Migpionp

The teachers from the four Methodist
llission schools in the arca 7ere all zbsent at Oyabia
wission lieadquarters during the fortnight of the
Patrol's stay, and consequently these could not be
vigited, It is intended to do so in passing through

on the next patrol,




» Figures are attached, Tne census

was takep E&iisfuctorily in all the villages. Births
L}

&re quite guod, and the population is obviously
e I

iucreasing,

Conclugion -
F

Unfo wuna._.v the people of the

Trobriands mugt ve virtualiyllllod into adopting

& new measures or ideas, but there are men in the villages

Who could be of considerutie help, The undertakings

outlined esrlier in this report ghould be carried out

without difficulty., The lack of an efficient inter-

preter, however, igs a handicap.

Native affairs at the moment are

guite satisfactory, and there iz no raason why they

" should not remain sc,
L
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REPORT ON MEMBERS OF R,P,&N; G,C, WITII PATROL

No 1914 Corctable HOMBI

A relisvle, efficicnt constable, .

( neat in cppumrance and of a good disposition, 2' 3
No 3003 Constable 0GAl i; -

A good, solid policeman, an % -

asset to a patrol, He obviously has the respect of § -i

‘ the locel prople, and his knowledge of the language is ’ g
fair, ’ -‘..

‘ -
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26th Joamery, 1956 e

The District Offyver, L4
Milne Bay Pistriet,
SAMARAT . -

D/is 49-3 & 1955/56 = LOUIA = MRe Bo 5. g
:Lw o —

gecuipt is sckwwledged of tiue above Report.

2e Mr. Tougue's writing is lusld, and he convays
an ageurate impresasion of the ledsurely pace of life
on Kitava.

29 Agtion is bedng teken re the appendices
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4ch, January, I956.

Assisiant District 0fficer,
reapT VNN

kalrol Beport LOS, 3-95/56.

Ths abovementicn«d renort has been
received,

There is little tiat can be done fo: these
people ror some tiwe to eome. Theii health appears to he goed
end they do receive a very good service from the Dept. of
Public Health, lLosuia,

The whole of the Trobriand group lacks the
impetu given ir mczt arens by inescapable culture contact
and al. reports indieate that they are content,.

The insistent edncational demands of
politically aware peoples in heavily populated areas will
preclude the extension of schools to small arcas such as this
for sofe years., Howsver, every encouragement siould be given
te. the extensiou of eoconut groves and the produetion of
copra, The distribution of new vegeta le seed should not be
overlncked.

The Patrol Officer's comments en “Bducation”
should have been subuitted as an appendix so as to facilitate
communi %:.gion of this seetion tc the Dept. of Bducation By the
Depte of Hative Afrairs Headquarters, e section can still
be containgd in the report as it is of Native Alfairs ilaterest,
The appen: % has been made and attached at this effice. Cirecular
Instruction No. 2I7 of Ikth. Octeber, I955, refers,

Trhe Patrci Officer omitted to ccuplete the
densus figures on the duplicate cover reteined a% this
Beadquarters,

/‘;/‘0% g o« ' &
D. Clifton-Bassett.

a/District Commissicer.
Milne BRay District.

¢.¢s Dircetor, Uative Affairs,
A.D.O, losuia,
My. Patrnl Officer Yeague, Bss Ala,
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INTRODUCTION :
The renort made here wi cover a »outine ce g ‘
patrol of the Kitava census division. itava Is_and is
gltuated about 1% miles off the Las agi f Kirawina,
Ce ! normal inspections w carried out in all ‘
e
villages, The inhebitants comprise Mr. C.B.Cameron on ; Jg ’ ; 3
Kitava Plantation and about one thousand natives,
o
rrom ail accounts there has been little charge in - 0
this area for the past for.w years,
DIARY
Saturday 17th Dec., 1955, 0730 Departed Losuia by
P.H.,D, truck for East Shore
and proceeded 1o Kitava byv
M.L.Kingfisher, arriving at
1030,
Sunday 18th December, Observed at Kicava,
Monday 19th December, Census of KUMAGEYA vi.lage.
General inspection.
Tuedday 2Nth Decenber, Census of LALELA village.
Wednesday 21st December, Census of OKABULULU village.,
Thursday 22nd Decemker, Inspection of Kitava P1lin. ’
and clerical wcrk, 1
Priday 23rd December, 0730. Departed Kitava for
Bast Shore arriving there at
930 and proceeded to Losuia
by el D uNilitT,
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NATIVE AFFAIRS

e .

There is little of note to be commented on here,

b dunst

Arart from the yearly round of garden activities the
only neccupation of these people is an infrequent period

¢f employment on Kitave lantation, operating on a type

OF mrmdna eempa

A very limited amount of copra i3 produced by the
natives - most of their coconuts are sold as nuts to the
plantation, and the only copra which is<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>