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District of ......... West New Brite'n . . Report No
; Patrol Conducted by....... .. ks Ry Nolan Cadet Patrol Officer ... ... .
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Department of District Administration, 1 1
& HOSKINS, WEST NLZW BRITAIN

28th October 1966

I do mot want patrol reports held up. If 'ou are absent on
patrol and not likely to returm to deal with the repori within say 3 or S
mummumunﬂnﬂwumac.
or merely with comment, if any, to follow later. You must try
to emsure that reports reech ms within 2 wecks from completion of the

z
2/

B . e e e R R o e st JaadiottamEiec

v Director, By
S Department of District Administration, A
. KONEDOBU . S |
For your information please. At the end of June 1966 it was a :
relatively complex matter to get from Talasea to Hosking other than by
vessel. When the Hoskins/Talasea road was wiped from the Works Program

there was an urgent need for a bridge over the DAGI River and completion of
the road to either side. Though vervy rough and unformed in sections it is
now possible to get through by road. I have been to Talasesa and back in the
one day using the rosd on at least 3 occasions. Mr. Johnson (A/A - Services)
recently used the road. The Dagi bridge I understand will be on next years

Works program.

The construction done was mainly on the surveyed route. A minor

departure from this has been examined by the Department of Lands and the
Regional Engineer P.W.D. (and myself). Using this route which is superior it
has been vossible to bridge the IBENI (AIBINI) River with our own resources.
1 § it
» (¥ JHrDyer

District Commissioner.
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

Telegrams DISADM
:;: M..-. 67'2-’4 D’pﬂr‘m[ o" D‘S'rlcl Admlnut .
R | Talasea.

1cth Uctober 1966.

The vistrict Commissioner,
Ppistrict uffice,
HOSEINS .

SPECIAL RUAD WORKS -~ DAGI.

Enclosed please find the above
Special Patrol Report by Mr. D.V. Nolan C.P.O. covering
the period spent on road extensions in the Dagi River area,
together with ¥.0.J. Folios 4 - 712, Claim for Camping
Allowance and Claim for PFoot Allowance.

The Report is a description of work
done on the roads and bridges between the Aibini and Dagi
Rivers.

The delay in forwarding is due to the f
fact that tre report was kept over pending my return from
the Xomwbe Patrol and subsequently the Local Government
“ourse held at Talasea.

Tnvalurble experience has been gained

by Mr. Nolan in this aspect of Tield duties.

Lyle Hanson.

Assistan istrict Commissioner
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Department of District Administration,

Ow Reference...... 87 =2=4 TALASEA,

West New Britain.
26th. September 1966,

Assistant District Commiesioner,
TALASEA,

TALASEA PATROL REPORT - No, 1 = 1966/67
SPECIAL PAIROL - DAGI RIVER AREA

Introduction

The purpose of this patrol was to allow me to gain
knowledge of various methods of road and bridge construction

and to get practical experience by working with a P.W.D, Road
Supervisor.,

This work was being casried out in an area near
the Dagi River, and the projert included construction of two
bridges, an invert, a culvert and clearing of approximately three
miles of bush for the road. I spent thirty patrol days at a read
camp near the work site and during that 'ime saw the completion of
rough clearing work through tc the Dagi .iiver and the completion
of two large bridges and a culvert.

This was a special patrol which concentrated only
on road work so little contact with native people residing in
the area was made. Therefore this report is not set out in the
manner as stated in D.D.A. Standing Instructions but is submit~
ted in memorandum form only.

While at the Dagi 1 was working in conjunction with
Mr. D. McClelland, Public Works Department Road Supervisor at
Talasea, who was carrying out this project. All labour used was
employed by P.W.D. end the planning of ronte and bridge construc-
tioni was done by Mr. McClelland.

Diary

Tuesday 26th. July 0800-1200 Departed fer Dagi River area to
view construction of roadsfg and bridges.
Discussion on work being done with P.W.D.
Road Supervisor M. McClelland. 1300-1630
Inspected three labour liues doing various
parts of work.

‘
Wednesday 27th. July 0700-1200 Accompanied Mr. McClelland to ste
where first bridge being built and viewed
construction procedures. 1300-1600 Inspec=-
tion of route planned for road,

Thursday 28th. July 0700-1200 Supervised labour line cutting
bush on road. To date excellent progroll/ﬂ
has been made by this line. 1300-1600
Supervised labour line gathering stone
for foundations.




R o e e e S . deeo ol I ————
——— R N — T _—

T g T —

I mm—

Friday 29th. July

Monday 1st. August

Tuesday 2nd. August

Wednesday 3rd. August

Thursday 4th. August

Friday 5th. August

Monday 8th. August

Tuesday 9the August

Wednesday 10th. August

Thursday 11th. August

Friday 12th. August

Monday 15th. August

0700-0900 Heavy rain sc no work dome om
bridge. Labour gathered stone., 090U dep-
arted for Talasegarriving 1000 and proceeded
to office. Gemeral duties till 1600.

0800-1000 office duties. 1000 departed for
Dagi River arriving 1100 and inspected
foward labour line. During afternoon place=-
ment of loggbn first bridge commenced.

Supervised placement of rumning logs during
morning. Inspected foward labour line during
afternoon.

Gaps between loge on bridge packed f with
stone and molten tar poured over as sealer.
During afternoon walked to Dagi River te
inspect track whick had been cut.

Supervised labour line which was preparing
materials to be used in bridge over AIBINI
River. liscussion with Mr. McClelland on
varioue methods of road and bridge constr-
uction.

Inspected labour lines until 0915 then
walked through to Dagi River to accompany
District Commissioner, Mr. Dyer, on ins-
pection of proposed route. Interviewed
Tolai Settler at Dagi re debt complaint
before returning Talasea at 1400hrs.

Departed Talasea 0945 for Dagi River arriving
1100. Organised camp and awaited main labour
line coming from Talasea. Inspected labour
line which was collecting stone duting
afternoon., Searched surrounding bush for
further stone deposits.

Supervised labour which commenced prep-
aration of site for bridge over AIBINI R.
This will have a span of approximately 34
ft. and is 13 ft., wide., Piles were driven
and a cement base 2 ft. deep was set today.

Viewed setting up of supporting pipes which
are to be filled with cement and stone.
Walked down to foward line which is cutting
road returning 1200hrs. Inspected line
gathering stone during afternoon.

Cementing of pipes completed and retaining
wall from abutment back 20ft. built and
cemented. Proceeded to Dagi Settlement dur-
ing afternoon and interviewed two men re
debt complaints.

Cement boxing set on top of pipes and poured.
When this was completed the 'run-up' area
was filled with sand and stone and packed.
Departed Dagi at 1400hre. for Talsea.

Genera) office till 1000 when departed for
Dagi. Arrived camp at 1100 and organised
labour into groups to collect stcme and sand.
During afternoon inspected all lines.

-~
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wuesday 16the. August

Nednesday 17th. August

Thursday 18tl. August

Friday 15“h. August

Wednesday 31st. August

'T’huradly 1ste. Sept.

Friday 2ad. Sept.

Monday 5th. Gept.

Tuesday 6th. Sept.

Wodnesday 7th. Septa.

Thursday 8th. “pt.

Friday 9th. Sept.

Tuesda 13th. Sept.

Wednesday 14th. Sept.

Thursiay 15th. Sept.

Friday 16th. .ept.
and another boxing 6ims. deep set on top of
these. Departed 7330 for Talaseae.
END OF PATROL
MR e L MO S Ak JON T & 5 ” S Wi o,

oharpaned large busi saw thexn incpected foward
line whrich is ncw approximately three guarters
of a mile from the Dagi. During afternoon
starter motor of one tractor broke down so

sought aid for repairs. Inspected all work
lines.

Interviewed two settlers .rom Dagi who had to
see me re deht complaints. Inspected labour
lines on stone and sand.

Supervised labour line cutting road and gath-
ering stone. During afternoon proceeded Talasea
to collect pay for all labourers.

Proceeded to Dagi at 0700 and supervised
labourers wuring morning. Paid ali workers
durin/’ luncia break and “eft for Talases at
150Chrs

Departed Talasea 0800 and proceeded Dagi River.
Met D.C, Mr. Dyer, and Regional Works Engin-
eerand accompanied them on inspection of road.
Supervised “abourers carling stone aad sand
during afternoon.

Inspected all labour lines and supervised
packing of sand and building up of roal
gurface near AIBINI.

Inspec.«d and supervised labour which was c¢l-
earing trece from side of road. veparted 1400
for Talasea.

Departed Talasea 1000 for Dagl, Viewed driving
of piles and setting of boxing in river bed
for second abutment.

Cement pipes set ower piles and filled with
stone, reinforcing wire and cement. Part of
stone pitchiug on sides complated.

Boxing set over pipes and cemented; stone
pitching of sides completed.

Timbero cut for main runners pulled to site
and prepared for laying in place. Supervised
linu collecting stone.

Two of the timbers set in place during mor-
ning. Departed for Talasea 1400hrs.

peparied for Dagi 0800 where viewed complet-
ion of placement of running logs. Work started
on . ving @ of 8" X 3" decking planks.

/iewed welding of metal 'angle-iron' rods which
hold large timbers in position. Aibini bridze
completad and work moved on to small swampy
area, Temp rary corduroy crossing completed.

1learvd debr.s from final river ocross road
and boxing 17' X 11' laid and filled to water
level with stone. Cement layer then pcured
over this during afternoon.

Nine 3ft. daameter cement pipes lald on base

e Py =
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General

The Dagi River is approximati i
Talasea and ninetcen miles from Cape ;iikiﬁtr;Zt:ZQ ?;izs §§:Zs
run from both of these centres to the river but on the T;laaea
side the AIBINI River, which is subject to extreme flooding duriung
the wet season has proved a stumbling block in attampis to keep a
road open to the Dagi. 3ridges previously erected over the Aibini
huve been consistently washed away with sach flood. A site for
construction of a large span bridge over the wide Aibini River has
been chosen and a road extending approximately three miles from
the Dagi River back through the Dagi Agricultural Settlement and
liaking with the present Talasea road surveyed. The road cut through
many of the se.tler's blocks though and it was considered expedient
to find a route which skirted the Settlement and still met the
Dagi at the planned bridge site. For this reason Mr. McClelland
thorovghly inspected the area to the south-west of the Settlement
and marked out the route which is at present being dewelope! .

It was previously considered that this lan:| would be
unsuitable for a road because of large swampy areas thought to
extand over most of it, but it can now be seen that this idea was
jucorrect as only two such areas have been encountered and these do
not present any great difficulties in crossinge. The plazement of
large pipes to carry the very slight flow whick occurs in them and
building up of the road with soil and stone will provide a very
suitable crossing.

The two br dges required were over a tributary of the
Aibini River at a puint where i$ is approximately eighteen feet
wide with banks five feet high, and over the Aibini itself. This
latter was constructed over an extremely suitaole stretch of the »t
river where the banis, although being rather high, were not very
wide and the course was relatively strakght for seventy yards or so.
Both bridges were constructed along similar lines using piles
driven into the river bed to a depth of eight to ten feet wita
eighteen inch diameter pipes placed over these and set on a stone
and cement base. The pipes were packed with stone and cement and
a cement headstock ovne foot deep and two feet wide was set over
this. The whole abutment was tied together with reinforcing wire
in the cement. On the smaller bridgs over the Aibin's tributary the
running surface was made by placing eix harcdwood timbers each one
foot thick across it. These had been adzed down to give a reasonably
level surface. Thc small crack: left were filled with stones bound
tegether by coal tar. On the Aibini bridge four large timber bearers
thirty four fcet ten inches long were placed and held in position
by three inch angle-iron bars sunk into the cement and welded across
them, Decking of eigut by three inch timber was nailed on to these.

The new section of road being built is approximately threc
and a half miles long branching off the present Talasea - Dagi
road a short distance from the beginning of the Deg’ Agricultural
Settlement. It then more or less follows the boundary of the Settle-
ment for abcut one and a half{ miles and meels with the surveyed
route which carries through to the river.

The composition of the soil is quite good for a road as
there seems Lo be a layer of sand about a foot under the surface
layer of loam. It will stand up very well to wet weather traffic
but difficulties will be encountered during wet weather as the
water table is only a few inches below thne surface and protlems will
arise with drainage. At the hight of the wet seasor 'hing' tides are
experierced around the Stet“in Bay area and this innihits flow ef

water towards the sea.

Work hed proyresced very well up to the time that I left
the area the road ' ad been cleared through to the Dagi and all
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clearing work thrcugh to the Bagi was complete

rivers had been bridged so it vag possibleptotdiiggdtghgith-
in five minutes walk of the Dagi. Allthat remains is for a
ion‘h trnc:htotSO cleared the rest of the way and for cross-
ngs over e O Swampy areas to be constiu o A

thisds done work will start on forming the rg:gdsur;a:g?nTﬁzs
will involve clearing of some large trees still remaining and
digeing out roots so a grader can complete the forming work.

As the San Remo is being considered for the
setting up of the West New Britain District Headquarters and
it is planned to build a large wharf there, this stretch of
road is liabie to be one of the most 1lpor£ant sections in
the District. Because of the planned developement of timber &«
industry on both sides of the Dagi and 1nstg
it 1s essential that all year round road ¥ travel be possible.
As mentioned it may be difficult to use the road during the
wvet season, but as soon as a bridge is constructed over the

D1ii River, road communication between Talasea abd Cape Hoskims#
will be possible for most cf the year.

Native Attitude

Little contact was made with people residing in
this viecinity as all labour used was from Talatces and vilga(os
close to the station. A line of thirty men from RUANGO and
MORAKIA villages was amployed for a short while cutting under-
gro:th from the road but they were only required for three
WReKS.

During this time I did speak with some of the men
and mentioned some of the ideas in mind for the area. They
did not show a great deal of enthusiam though, pcssibly because
noae realised the great effect these were 11.51

Conclusion

During the perlod I spent at the Dagi I learnt
a2 good deal about bridge and rcad constructicn, but more
important wuas that I acquired a different outlook towards

problems liable to be encounterd and methods of overcoming them.

tuthen nearby 4./

;r_\lwv
‘

e to have on them,
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

Department of District Administration,

District Headquarters,
West llew Britain,
HEAOQUARTERS / JOSKINS .
2. KOWEDOBU & 3rd December, 1966
N~ =Y
4 AND  WeR

The Director

District Administration,
LONEDOBU

TALASE;A - PATROL REPO

o
Your memorandum 67-17.10 of 24th Hovember refers.

The Assistant District Commissioner, Talasea did in fact
comment on Mr Ellems report and a copy of his 67-2-): is forwarded
original not have been received at yours.

herewithy should the

e/ 1

K.W DYER b=
Disctrict Commissioner.
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; 67=17-10

24th November, 1966.

District Commiesioner,
Yest New Britain Distriet,
HOSKELINS.

me'
Receipt inm acknowledged of My, £llem's report on hie

to I‘oﬂmumtuwiﬁlrolnlus-.
ﬁ"!‘.... District Commimsioner. I+ is moted that t:

rammmnlntmm-uhm
meﬁnluhﬂhco-ntupoqunthu

Quite a good first effort by Mr. Ellem and no doudbt
with guidance and experience, his reports will improva.
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ATC \ , Vest New Sritain,
\, HOSKINS.
" 7th November, 1966

Commissionex

¥
(&)

tAssistant District Commissioner,

17 lggusu
PATROL REPORT « T BA N
xoﬁf‘M oD,

The above Fatrol report of Mr Sllem, and your memorandum of
Patrol are acknowledged,

I note your comments on layout and typing. ..e latter will
improve with time and practice, the former, I take it, has been pointed
out to Mr Ellem. I would suggest also tha. he read througk his report
after typing, or write and correct prior to typing, so avoiding spelling
and graamatical errors which detract from the best of reports.

Mr Ellem has shown, from his report, that he has taken an active
interest in the peopls and their way of life., Ille should however, not
hasten to condemn some cuctomary practices until taking logically into
account all factors. le siates at lage 2 (Agric) that coconuts could have
been used for copra meking, but were pulled 'whilst young for drink'.
¥ith a water shortage as is reported in the same report, it is surely
logical that large quantities of nuts would be used for that purpose-
possibly a better usage, healthwise than for sale. “his does not howwwer
detract from his conteation that large expansion of existing plantinge
are needed to provide agricultural economic advancement.

‘hat was his approach, and yours, to the request from Natanavua
for assistance in village water supplies? If potable water is available
at the depth stated, possibly village purchased cement pipes or drums
would be & selution. We could and would assist in tbe treusportation
ueing the regular scheduled workboat serviees, and with any technical

assistance reguired.

The Jack of shipping through the area is appreciated. It must
be explained to the people that such a state must remain (as far as
grivate shipping is coneermed) until production makes a regular eall
a wodhhwhile proposition. Whilst there is no shipping at all, I would
be preparsd to assist the movement of crops on the present regular run.
This would need thorough checking in advance. Though tho Kombe is a
good meaman, copra is often damaged in canoe movement over long distances.

1%. lealising that Mr Ellew is under a great disadvantage
% 1 inforwation whilst learning a new language, his
atiempt to do so indicates that he is willing to learn, and will

inerease his understanding of the people with whom he will be dealing in
the future. I guery his statement that ‘'members of the same clan can

aarry' ls this so?

A good first effort. I am eure that, following the points raised
by yoa, his mext report will show igprovement, He should be encouraged
%o ‘sctual objective reperting, and eritical appraisal of pessible
couraes to follow.

Camping Allowanse Claics have veon ammended to 19 days - actual
patrol - and feorwarded to Treasury for payment,

|
|
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Attached please find-four copies of my Kombe.Census and Tax ' . 5

.trol No. 5/66/67y a patrol map, claim for Camping and travelling Allowance and | (g e

police report. -

L John Regi\&d El Cadet Patrol Officer. _ ]
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WEST NEV BRITAIN.

KOMBE PATROL REPORT, NO. 5/66/67.

{rrODUCTION .
The Kombe ¥illoges are situated alon
ges are a g the coust of the riea.
e are 18 Villages of which i% are gituated on emgll islands a ﬁhnrtadis*ance
the main land. Each village has a respective area of land adjacent on tﬁo
pland,this area of land extends miles inland .Ownerehip of this land is noé
kvidual or clan but village group. 3
The clan divisions in the villages are not Yy 8
AR 212 ont tageitiar. g ot very strict, but where
Many tidal creeks can be found in the mangrove swamnrs h
he coastal area & extend inland for some distance, ; ey,
Economic advencement is hindered by the Komb@s preference for living
small. irlands, ¥here-fow they spend much of their time travelling/éo & from the
nland to feteh water,food, fire wood & building materials. v/ +
/ to the

oundingreefs for sea foods & Commersnial Shell.
¢/ to other

lages as far away as the Bali-Witu Islands ? other distant places for “ue
pose of,

1/ Visiting friends & relations.

2/ Collecting debts.

3/Participating in daucer, and feasts.
e occupations take up much tire . eaving little for attention to economic
vities. The villagers frequently reply to the juestion; why isthere not more
ntion & care given to growirg .~d caring for coconuts and producing Copra by
have a lot of work."

Social ties are very strong. There being little individmality despite
Mce that individual coconut plantings in blocks is prefmrdd preferable to
unity schemes.What attempts h.ve been made are just about all on a coumunity
5. The climate is seasonal with the dry season late April to September
h S.E. winde and the wet season October to February with N.W. Winds.These off =
onshore winds are good for the Komoe people as they are seamen and these winds

sritable sailing conditions.

PTION OF PATROL.,

GENERAL Aftitude friendly without being enthusiastic. Complete
iness to console a visiting patrol with dencing and song at night after the

urs of the day's inspection,talks and tax collections.
Aesistance wes readily given to the patrol personnel and their

The villagers showed little hesitation in approaching the patrol
advice and assistance in village problems and andeavours.

Each Rest house was proviled with water and fire wood without
quest having been made.
' o Fresh vegetables were readily offered for sale to the patrol
pers,but there was not a wide variety offeced. Thos: o’'fered were sweet potato,

pnas,Oranges & Pawpaws.

.. .. i
There are 18 villames i the Kombe area of which two are hamlets of other
poees; Nasasi to Vosaiaz.and Maputu to Kalaplai.
The villages are mainly situated on small off shore islonds some being only
Pspits which are hidden by houses- while Woge Woge ané Guhi consist mainly of
reclaimed from the sea. There are four villages on the main land Taraua,Nukuhu
bi and Maputu.
The villagers prefer to live ou isla
| toc many mosquitoes on the main 1and,the mamgrovesproduce
| mosquitoes.

ndsx 25 in the wet season(N.i,)there xx
perfect conditions
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The houses were generally sound and there were -

‘qnirodwith a few exceptions to family hou-es. Fevera;q %ﬂii ::é:Awgzgii::re in a
or conditionare to be rebuilt.Owing to the small islﬂfﬁp the houces were being
{1t very cliose together and further back into the sea, Tgey were Sﬁilt witg Sago

baves & andsplit cane matting for the floor, & ks

The Villagers on the islands have the digedvantage ¥
ater, Food GmBxRumg and firewsod a long way and this iatas L’flzivi?‘tfﬁefm’
The Kombe villagers rely on the large creeks and révers for their water
pply.At Nutanavua the villagers asked for govlrnment assistence in construciing

{ well and pump (For their water supply) on the mamtmain land in their coconut s
Pantation. The water ievel ig at present five feet below ground level in “wo holes. |

pring the wet seasion the villagers at Nutanavua get tneir water supply from

ther °f_th°3° holes. During the dry seasion the water ie no gocd for drinking

e a rol:¢t Oitloaves & other organic matter getting into the water and the direct
' on

n 1igh . is good,

The cleanliness of the viliages througtout the Kombe/with Nutanavua,
pge Woge ani Rangihi beins very clean. In all cases. good sanitation was evident am
yd the hygiere was fair. At Rongihi where the village hne been moved to & new
kg site,the villagers are attempting to grow = cover crop (Grass §nd another
all plant) to minirise dust and improve the appearance of the village,

&LLAGI OFFICIALS.

The Kombe people are happy with the Luluai & Tultul System but
e not too enthusisstic in obeying them. On the average the of¥ficials are doing a
od job. At Talangoni the Tultul died a few months ago. The appointment of a man

Pnguti for this position is recommended. He appears to be » reasoneable type and Xk

e people of Talangoni apree to his appointment,

LIT SITUATION.
Throughout the Kombe there was no talk of Cargo Cults,
In the eastern area of the Kombe it was observed that a rumour
going around stating that independance would come next year. We informed the x
llagers that this was not so.

There ie no a parent aspiration towards political development
people are quite satisfied with their Luluai & Tultul sy-teus, who are aided
various spheres(Church,schools =2nd copra production) by elected committee men.

The attitude towards mission schools was not very desiratle.
mission schools in the arsa are entirely mission financed. The local villagers
ed 18ttle interest in helping to improve the schools. At Kakasi school (C.M.)

were no houses for the childred to sleep in- they sleep in the clase rooms.
anavua was interested in helping but the other local villagers Kapo, Taraua and
u were not. After discussing the situation with the Tultul of Nutanavua I fecl
t he can get the other villiagers to help with Emorovements to the school.
The Kombe people appear to be taking weasiena reasonahle care

their elders and infirm persons.

ICULTURE.

The General =ttitude in the Kombe area towards Agriculturec was not too
husiastic, In most cases the villagers reply to the question ¥ Why don't you

frange to and plant more coconuts for the production of coprafs "we have too much

k", but if they spent less time collectingTambu debts and visiting friends at

“gstant villagers they would hnve enough time to plant a lot of coconuts and look

‘Te. Omi V97

er them., At Nugakau where the villagews has several hundred trees it was observed
t there were only a few nuts bearing on the trees. The people CIa{med that this
the result of the severe dry seasons last year. Observations showed that =

paocE oo odrge number of nuts had been pulled whilst young for the drink, Althouch these

«BRO0S LUDE

i

® large number of nuts would not have made an economic crop it would have dewsl A +—
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xting crop.

he (] 5 -
At othe: vilkaget. there were oniy a few trees except for Nutanavua
h Bad a total of ; :

led the exi

; 59330 Mature
: L,231 Imature
1,214 Young Plantings

TOTAL 10,875

as at 8/2/66.

S N N N N

_—

e mature trees carried a mukuxe good crop, and more preparation has been made #
further advancement,
sollowing facte were noted on the Nutanavua plantation.

TS e

——

——

Poor planting in the early stages of development(too close) resulted in many
pearing no nuts The people understand this and have corrected this in the

] = #nt plantings.

Seversl young palms had fallen down ns a result of & cat®erpillar eating % and
ng in the base of the palms reducing it te a pulp.

Two thirds of the plantation was covered with dense growth of grass and ehew
Pm.Sc!n attempt is being made to clear this ground as follows;

T ame—v

1/ Gatting the grass,in some cases only a few feet around the base of each palm

2/Encouraging the growth of a legume with which to swother weed growth.

The villagers get their eepem coconuts to market wvia Iboki Planation

There were several cocoa trees growiag between the palms of which
were bearing and the othere half were immature,

The Kalapiai & Telangoni people asked for advice on growing coconuts
uilding a drier.(There is an Agr.culture patrop in this area now which will
wvith thie matter,)

Throughout the Kombe area there did not appear te be any su 'plus of

h foods avallsble for cash sale. This is partly due to the fact that the
ns are at some distance from the villages, in some cases miles.

There were be,ns,%omatoes,@nions and cubbages being grown b 3 £eed
by the Kombe peopley but as yet only a few were being grown and I feecl that it

ftake a couple of years before the villagers really grow these crops to any great

nte

pee - M o

-
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AL

afiid. H The 1ivestock in the area coneists of Pigs & fowls., Each vil lage has

oximately one to %wo dozen fowls in the village They have several pige which

keep on their own land on the mein land,These pigs and fowls are eaten by ‘he
s themselves and not sold outside *he district.(Kombe)

m.
| It wae noted that there wer@® no ava millable timber within twc to three

| s of the cnmst line-ar a result of the swampe.

"=~ JERCE AND INDUSTRY.
1 ' The»e were several trade stores throughout this area some
; ned and a few unlicened.Those unlicened approached us $or .dvice on how to get

cence, The Nutanavua s®ore scemed to be the best in the area and has been

| . feting for a long time, It has made & profit of $190-00 i1 the past three years.
Tn all these caces there is the handicap of getting a reliable

Jo supply. The shipping in this srea is limited and the villagers may have to we

for two to thee® months to get the cargo.
The meane of transyport in this erea is by canoe.
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« OF LAND WITHIN TVE SUBDIVISION.

AINTS

S.veral small complagnts were hemrd

were
during the prtrol but the g )
eped with women and second wives., , : % e

r—”

There are ample rest houses throughout the Kombe area, they are as feiie
Plﬂ;

1/ Nutanavua Smell and in a fair coudition.

2/ laraue Small and exposed to the wind, in a zood eondition.
3/ <apo - Slightly larger than those above in a good condition.
&/ Nugukau =« Small and in » fair condition.

5/ Woge Woge - reasonable size and situated on top of the island.
6/ Rangihi - Small and in a good condition.

7/ Smmalani - reasonable size and condition,

8/ loi. - Large and in a good condition,

9/ Kalapiai - Large and in a good condition.

10/Talangoni - Small ar " in a fair condition.

11/Kou - Reasonub.e sizegood condition.

i

b T

“i‘.v.
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!
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AND CANOCES,

Carriers and canoes were available and willing at «11 villages
heyre a was no hesitation #am or hardship in getting enough. Mostly the peoplie
red money instvead of trude tobacco. They were hired at the rat~ of 10¢ per he

e g o, ol Al

: division

There is only one effective aid post in the Kombe Census/ #¥¥e wnich is at

s« BMutarsvva, Tarauwa,Nukuhu, Karpo and Muliaganri ge to the Kaliai Mission
first aid treatment,but as this iz ~ long discance aw:y,the villagerr have

g.cd that an aid post be placed at one of the above villagere,I feel that

ayua would be che best uws the people are more enthusiastic there.

Tm villagers go to Mauputu for treatment,It was suggested *hat the Maw
tu be moved further down the Komte zone (Guhi) Discuesed rit“ Dr.Weibe)
The Rslungeni ezstern Komse villagers al~o visit the Silovuti Missiom Hospital.
At “langoni it was observed that many cuildren were suffering from an eye

80 tut "Ye villagers Bad not bothered to take them to th: aid post.

LION.
The Kombe vil.agers are supplied with many small micsion schools and ihree

k& K e A

‘ ’thﬁfﬁgxggd58§50}3r53r3‘ﬁé&bi38803%'v11]age}s ac listed below¥ and the

ren/vieited other schools st cther villagers (The lagger S hools)
Nutenavun - Children to C.M. School Kakasi.

Tareua - Childred to C.M. Schcol Kakasi and small S.D.A. School in

villl’;’;?o e . g
Nvkuhu « Children to C.M. Sehool Kakasi and small 5.7.A. School a

Taraua. , -
Kapo - Children to K-kasi & Sasavoru C.M, .'chools. :

Muldagani = Childred to Silowuti S.D.A. School and small S.D.A. School
on island a few to Kakasi C.M. School.
Children to S.D.A, School on island ari to Silovuti,

434
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’ #cﬂﬁ"‘ Corte

Woge Woge =Children to 5.D,A, at 811 .

4uhi. ~Children to C.M, Schorl K::¥:1 and C,M, at Ki-4ia,
REASTRI % Phi}dren to small 5.D.A. School in village.

b . $esalani, Chi.dren to small 5,D.4, Scheol in Village
Poi/Makarti-Chiidred to C.M, School 3asavoru. "

Kalapiai. =~ Childred to small 5.D.\. School on island and to Silovuti.
: Vessi -Children to S.D.A. School in village and to Silovuti. .’
) Talengoni ~Children to 5,D,A, School Silovuti.

Kou ~Childred to small S.D,A. School in willapge.

Throughout the area except the Sasavoru and Silovuti Schools the attendan= |
e ab the echools tended Lo be very poor with some children being away for weeks
a time,@enerally the children want to go to school but their parents will not

low them.

»08 AND BRIBGES.
NIL.

.
>
o d

-
L %

EIRIES

i

1t present the m.jority of cemetries in the Kombe are locat:l on the Main

¥ v

. 2008 Al
" mere are two Missions established in the Fombe, they are S.D.A. at b

¢
1ovuti and the C.M. at Sasavoiu. ‘
The attitndes of the people towards the mis-ions were none too dnthusiestic |

d thus their nfluence is none toogreat. 3

3

v NIL. A emall field is being constiructed at Linga Idnga Plantation but " ]
will be some time before it is finisled,
i !
- . 3 . ‘
.
- ] " ".
HROPOLOGICAL . L
The villagers sperl a gree! deal of thelr time working witn tambn L
jseeking loand and repaying them. The vil =agers are usually greatly in 4.~ to

her villagers. The Vaulo system is one which a~gunts .o interest of 1WOF .ein
payeds If a friend had a singsing and his friends came they would give

esents 3uch as pigs,then when these friends had a singeirg he “ould L« expes~ed
return the gift Aouble.

This Tambu syetem
end amch time in development
th Jime preparing for singsings,
bts,

1s one of the main reasion: vy the Xombe én not
such as copra dewvelepmest vrodnction, #s the, spend
travelling t~ friends singsings, and collecting

A pereon is in debt slmost from the time he is bors tc *he tire he
es.Then his debts go onto his children.
‘ The Kombe have a totemic petrilineal clan sretem with t 1 ans
king the names of fish found in the local waters for example:Kalbssisc,

savusaha and Fekisu. In each village is to be found a men's house cortaini.,
d decorated with carvings and symbels sseulis> to the particular clan of the

mbers frequenting h this house. Members of the same clap Bay Jarry =0 1ofg 77
?

&Y are not to closely connected ir blood ties. :

-
.“;




PAGE NO. 6

The Kombe ares employes only a snall number of its
who work casual on Linga Linga Plantetion. The Kombes
ar to be rather unenthusiastic as regmards being employed., It appears
that the villaces are realisins tnat it is to their advamtage to
work. There are a number of Komhe men emploved a: beats rre;s isd
from Kapo there are four men employed as boats csptains.‘

With a population of 3,464 there zre 245 men employed
outride the district and 77 men employed inside the district.

population,
themselves appes

PERSONAL TAX.

Tax to the value of 957 Dol)ars wac collected in the
Komke.

When collecting tax T noted that in several cases the wi
villageex used several excures to avoid paying tax. The general
wvttitude was that they had Lo pa; tar but did not like doing it.

OQICLUSTON.

After being with c.e Kombe people for three weeks I feel
that at this stage they La e cone and are doing little towards any

aspect to de the deve’ oyment of West New Britaine I feel that this

is partly due to thei  trfditional ways.Within a few years I feel that
this situation will nave changed and that they could be/peyimg an
important part in ‘he (-velopment of this District.

It was noted that already a few Kombe people felt that they
were/idaging in modern development and were wanting to improve their
situatio. & examples of this is/the Luluai of Nutanavva and the
Tultul of kaliapiai who showed interest towards future development.

J.R. WQ
Cadet Patrol Officer.
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Ragart ob the WO oliceman

10661 CST.4th.
whilst on pairol Good.
trol Govd.

LEISIAT Noe
Conduct

gfficiency whilst on

Cst 5th
whilst on patrol Good.

KINDRELI» No.Su40
yonduct

nfficiency whilst on patrol Goode

Report submitted by JRe Eid

rovided for the Kombe

Patrol.

Officer.

m ”ndit Patrol
‘.K. 9"""0‘-0..0’-'

No 5/66/67
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TERRITORY OF PAP AND NEW GUINEA
PATROL REPORT
District of....... R sy To— Report No......" \LASEA, 11/66-67,
Patrol Conducted by.... ... Ba.M¢,BRIDE.... ASSISTANT DISTRICT COMMRBSIONER,

...............................................................................

...................................................................................

ET.RPATROL OFFICER,

........... ’-Cv
Duration—From2%..../...2.../1967....t0..3..../...3../19..67..
Number of Days.... 8XXa......coimrspersrens ispsnschibriesetTeTi e Bt
Did Medical Assistant Accompany 2.....N0.......cccccoervernnieieriiiisivnenns
Last Patrol to Area by—District Services..1.../.10./19.60...
€6
Medical ... ... /..5...../19 ........
Map Reference......... LABDR.. POURMILE . CAPE. . ROTLT . ... ...ocrunuionsoness sousinss neass ses snsenstisbgnte fress it
Objects of Patrol... AREA, SURVEY LOCAL GOVERNMENT COUNCILa ..oirinsserseessssssssssnsessssasnss
ROUTINE ADMINISTRATION,
Director of Native Affairs,
PORT MORESBY.
Forwarded, please. {
9/ ¥/ 19‘7 Sl 1
omimissioner
Anount Paid for War Damage Compensation &olsdua i
Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trast Fund . o RS b
Amount paid from P.ED.P. Trust Fund ... s

ot
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P/R Tal 11/66«7 trict Headquarters,
/ West New Britain,

Jarey QRS g%sk;!&.
April, 1967

The Asasistant District Commissioner,

TALASEA,
TALASEA PATROL 11/66-67 = KOMBE C,0

The abovementioned report of a brief patrol thro the Kombe
Census divialon suheitted by Hr C.P U Lenf is ncknoﬂ.:d,éod.

The report is adequately set out. I have noted your comments re
Viarye. In future I will expect \his.

Though the patrol is covered by your 4%0-2-1 of 27th larch 1967,
Ur Leal should mot sssume that persone veadins his raport would also
have access to the area survey, At Fara 13t ‘hat was the attitude o
the Village Officials? And of the people? /ny statements made in a
report should be substanticted, or stated as an impression gained,
fhere was antagonism at several points ~ lir Lea! should have stated
same, Azain at Para 12, ., vhat wore the grievances’ iepe they valid
if so what recommandations would be mads te alleviate thew?

The report should give s picture of the situation ms seen by the

9

L N
L]
i 1
L

1

it
f e
g

b/

bbbk

reporting Officer, and include his sssessmant, and recommendations as _,__ ‘

to what eteps would asesist,

éﬂ*w: Ay Leal's cotments are ncted as ars yowr eovariag

notess “herc persancut waler o difficult, the personal use of cocom
for dArinking is gool utilization.,  conosically, additiomal trees are
rejquired, or slternative drinking supplies mande. 1 assume that the

Koube islands generally have beon checked lor possibllity of undergreo ;'3'

suppliies witk no awvail.

The recout industry of lutanavua is commendable & '

nay previde an exauple to other Konbe groups. lave any of the Kosbe
gy¥oups taken advantage of the regular workoout ruu as a means of
asaloting copra to market!

A survey of the ereyfisk potential was undertaken
during Novembor lust. To date no firwm recoumendation bas emansted fr
Fisheries Division. Ir Leaf's sugrestion might vrovide a
solution to moverent of catehes in the future. I agree that this wou
fit practically intn future combined Council operations along the
‘eet comst, and could probably include the Sali-iitu group for simila
service.

5!!3:!!9&;‘[ J am plessed that Leal is taking an interest in
the customs of the arca. Apart froa increasing his knowledge of Pidg
it 4e& such interests that can breed confidence betwoen Officors and
people, and give us a better understanding of the people with which w»
are dealing.

gm_l_ﬁg_g reacghed by Mr leaf in respect of Council administrat:
are generaliy valide 1 uote your reservations. In this justance, 1
will be forwarding recomaendatiors uander separate cover, in concectie
with the Council Survey of the area.

In general an adequate report, quite well presented for an Uffice:
of his standing. My comments at Para 2 abuve are meact &6 a guide fo!
future reports.

Camping Allowance claims have been certified and
returned to Talasea for payment; as has those for Mr Helride.

k/. "31‘"
"
gir:cioi’Administration. KONEDOBU K.¥%. DYER e
stric ] -
T for which the District Commissioner.
Fozvaided plizse. :tevzgivgﬁ’for'arded under separate ,oyar
patrol was u 1 van
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA N NEW GUINEA

i, ) / a .
Peah &, R

Dept, of District Administration,
TALASEA
Vent New Eritain,

27th March, 1967.

The District Commissioner,
Dept. of Pistriecl Administration,

TAJASEA PATRCL NO,11-66/67 « KOMBE CENSUS DIVISION
BY WR. A. LEAF, C.F,0,

Three copiec of above report toge' her with claio for campi
allowance and two copies of patrol mep enclosed, please, -

This 1o Mr. Leaf's firet patrol from Talasea. I took him with
me to further his experismce. The patrol wae of short duratiom and all
villages were n:t vldu: - du“h time elemant invelved. The people
vere guthered a* relevan not more tham an hour's cemce sailing time
fron respeotive "home" wi .

ACRICULTURE

22, Trees generally pl-nted too close together. New planti at
standard distanee. Lt y e

23 A shipping service certainly would bemefit the Kombe grow,, if
they were in the couneil, and if they would work their cocomut groves,
2k, Pro » Bore practical to brimg live erayfish to & aser
a% Tulasen = .hmrrlu this %o Agriculture, but econsiders, -3.'-. Leaf

states should rot be ot empted unless through couneil.

CONCLUSIONS

Agreed, unless there is petential of violence im which case
the administrating suthority is gaining little.

Considering the nature of the patrol and the time
Mr, Lzaf has submitted 2 satisfactory rejort. le has been
inglude full diary section imn future reports.

/ ol
Adsistapt District Commissioner

>G7. /7 De
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ZUTROMICTICN
Te

The Koabe Censui Idvision 1o situaled n the
North Coast of New Britain I
Sentus SAeh sland, between the Bola and Kaliad

P :
The climate 1o Moasoonal, The two '

wind systems Loing the Seuth ?.:Z““m.. s e oy |
.y-guumtmuthmumuunm.w o
©s Jovewber, and the Nerth .ent Homsooms, blowing bLetween the i
;:m .:mu: ll.:oh. Although the North Westerliss blow i
only ° yoar they are responsibdle more
than two thirds of the total rainfall. - : ‘

3.

The population of the Kombe, 3,464 persons
census patrel, is concentrated into 15 '!.ihnll. g; of
are situated on off-shore fslinds. All of these villages,
small ecoral islands, have gardens or plontations ou the maimland
adjacent teo their island,

b

The Kombe people are remowned seamen. Journeys of
long duratica, the whole family participating, are no® uncommen.
mu?mwmuummmmum
““ -.‘0
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The aim of the Patrol was twefold, (u) To obtailn |
information fram the Kombe for inclusion in am Area Survey, 1
conducted for the proposed Taleses Council, ™) To 1 1l

" ¢

'

)

talks and hold discussion groups to try to give the 2 ;
better understanding of the working of th eaphasis !
on the House of Assembly and role of lLocal Gowno . .

The Patrol was conducted by Mr, B, MePride Assistant District

L] !

ted
Patrol, ummmummmm-.mut.
, the

7e

At the two villages that wers stayed at fbr any :
great lemgth of time, NUTANAVUAamd KAFO, for two mights respectivly, H
the recsptiem to the Patrel was quite friemdly.

Tho people had beem told teo ¢ pect the Patrel ia
thedr ares and bad slso received prior notice via the village
radio. It was noticed tha8 relativns between the Patrol the
people improved during ouwr stay ac the people overcame
natural shyness and sisgivings.

%
The reception to the lectwres wus (ulte goode
Almost all of the adult male, Aand a good proportion of adult

{1




VT F————— . . ——————

ATROL CONTD

female population, were in
The majority took some degree of interest in the pu::::.:::::..

10,

The standard of housing is generally good, the
;:::o:‘l.mﬁu. in the main, bdeen completly rebuilt 10:- than «

12.

The off-shore island vites are occupied in ferance
to the mainlamd because of mosquitoes, of nun:“ mr?m
thas eminate from the many small creeks and mangfove sw areas
along this coawst. Because of thir preferance for uhl‘.ﬁh.
the obtaining of water, food and firewoed, meaws frequent short
canoe trips %o the maimland,

YILLAGE OFFICGIALS.
13

The village offfcials genmerally reflected the
attitude of their people towards Local Gowvm. Ceouncils.

14,

The Luluails ofNUTANAVUA, XAPO and NUKAKAU, traveled
with the Patrol after the meetings had been held in their
respective villages and actively campafigned, at latter meetings,
in favour of Counecils.

POLITICAL SITUATION.
15,

The Kombe Census Division is, at the present time,
still undew the Luluai, Tultul system of village administration,
Within a short time the Xombe, it is antisipated, will be
incorporated inte the rew Talases Council that will inelude
the Kombe and the Bola Census Diviesion.

16,

The new Talaf® Council iu one of three that are
néw in their formative stages within the District. The other
twvo being the Central Nakani Council amd the Gloucester Councils,

17.

The Kombe psople are divided on the questiom of
Local Govn. Councils. Villages such as NUTANAVUA and KAPO,
WELL KNOWN PRO=governmeat villagos were decidedly in favour
of councils. Although, it was not a blind acceppance. Intelligent
questions were asknd where certain aspects were unclear.

s
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Routine imformation for the area survey was ;

mmmo—uum-uuwuvunm. j,

Itho-oqmnyqnuut. a the meetings progressed

| that many people had ceme to tie meetings with their minds

f Mu‘oun‘t&tu-‘-tumm
appreciably changs theis opiniom,

However, the meetings were extremly useful : )

i in clarifying the Governments policy on councils tv the
: local people. Also, in reetd that

Az Caviromental Ssnitation Scheme introduced
mwummmmw-mmm.
through wells and/or tankr, and would be instrumental in
re/meing the amount of yoang coco-nuts taken for driaking.
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make it a hard area

26,
The large a1
the cosatal Iringes of the Kembs,
to obieim millable timber
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b

There is no shortage of lemd on the mair I

W e "*"“Muuwmmm. 4 4
t is inevi that the matnland will be used, meve £
sad more, a: the eite ior future owellings. 't
19

gt

BEST HOUSES. ?»3'3.
30, :f

The Patrol sleyt at oni, swe village roat B4
hcases 4in the Kombe. These wero at~ ;-i‘ﬁ
NULANAVUA- small but adequate. i

KAPO-  Large. than abuve, howsver, rees

leakiag,.
The Rest House at NUERAKAU hes Mlown dowm im a
reoant storm and sus doing reduilt,

- et

- - ———p—

e
-~—-1-s. W ——

T —

The "~atrel was conducied via, the Gown, vork
Be.® M.V, Al wwa, ard po carriers or canoes were vased,

The wwo Hissious presen’ L. the Koube are ‘
the Se™m Day ntiets Chureh, wil' Lueadguarters a’ Silawvutd
and the Cavholie Miseicn at Fhdawver:. .

Both the missions huve ylrged . «ir mpport
behia’ Loce) Govm. Councils.

32e )
The Fade 15 served b, the K LAPIAL MISSION ll
for Tirst ‘14 eorvice, ¢ .eo the LILAVITI MISSION RUSPITAL. ,
The more seri ww ¢sees are osnt to Talasea Hospitsl, or : 4
to the Kalis' . thalic Miss‘on goc;;itc.l. : ‘
:
bood |
EISSIONS, 18
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L.BOUR.
3‘.

_,. Population, as per last census
| : which & 15 are enployed o‘tau. mcmm{“:l 314640t
15 ok salered Tnntas La Hririn,
' oa ps are often recruited
; from the Kombe, whilet Poli
; { il tioaght of B roneie. T WN eme
i

ANTHROPOLOGY,
35.

At MULIAGANI village I noticed a small house

nade of local materials, situated om top of long stilse

! appreciadbly higher than the um‘h{nhnu-. Entrance
was gained through a small in the floor.

On inquiry I was med that the house was
used by adolescent girls in a ceromony to proclaim their
wonanhood, After the ceromcny they are corsidered eligable
to be married.

Ay fer \Be corentey Snd fos hew 1oag eho Sheull shey
rea or ce and for ong
in the house, mcnnl.

Before, up to three weeks were necessary, but
today, one week seems to be the usual time.

Red paint is placedin the girls hair at this ,
time and she discards the more modern dress for the traditional

PulPul .
She is not allowed to be seen anyone this
time, she may, however, come down for sho )orioum

} '» during the .
, Tie initietion ends with a traditional s ing
called BARUKU after which the girl may wear the teeth of a
dog around he’ neck.

QONCLUSIONS.

36. patrol
Conclusions drawn from the pukdél seem to suggest

the followt.n?. y
o

That the best way to lecrm about councils,
| and for the people to gain a better understanding of it, ’'s 1
r for them to see it in operation. Therefore an sariy recom \endati

is advisable.

(b s
n)u Kombe people would probably accept the counecil

once it iv a concrete fact,though oppositicn from some

tors is inevitable.
- orance snd mistruct will cnly be overcome

when the counc is established and its functions are
disernable by the pecple.
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