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SUFFERINGS

OF

JOHN TURNER,

Chief Mate of the Country Ship, TAY,
INCLUDING

His Captivity and Danger amongst the Ladrones. .

)

: TI—{E hero of this narrative sailed from Bombay, August 13,
1806, as chief mate of the Tay, Country ship, bound for China,
under the command of William Greig. = After a tedious passage
through  the Mindora sea, they arrived off St. John’s, on the
South coast of China,

On the 29th of November, (being the day after their arrival

here,) a fishing boat came off to enquire if they wanted an out-
side pilot. The captain offered these men 70 dollars if they
would attend with their boat, and conduct the vessel to Macao

roads ; but. they demanded the sum of 100 dollars, which

Captain Greig positively refused.  Two of these fishermen had
come on board, and perceiving there were only two guns in the

i vessel, told the crew that if the Ladrones had any idea of their

] defenceless state, they would immediately attack, and undoubt-

W edly take them prisoners. * Some of the crew, however, observ-

ed in reply, that though they had only two carriage guns, they

Whad plenty of small ‘arms. = These fishermen soon afterwards

gvent away.and stood ‘sowards St. John’s. The Tay after-

wards kept coming to windward, with light N.E. winds, ane
boring occasionally.
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THE SUFFERINGS OF

Having ‘béen at anchor, December 6th, ‘about four mile
West of the little Ladrone, a large junk stood down from t
northward right towards them. The Captain having attentive
viewed “her through'a glass, discovered ‘her to be a war junk
but could not ascertain whether 2 Mandarin .or Ladrone: thy
lattér, however, became evident. Captain Greig now gave Of

 ders for & gun to be loaded, and small arms to be got on deck
which they fired to see if they were in order. Hereupon th
junk hauled her wind, and stood to the N.W. between the is
lands. At six‘o'clock, P-M, they weighed with a light breeze
and at nine, came to an anchor about a mile and a half, or tw
* miles below Kowhon point.
The captain now desired Mr. Turner, (as they were at som
distance from Macao, and the second mate indisposed,) to ge
the cutter out at day-light in the morning, and make the be S
of his way to Macao, in ‘order to'get a pilot off as soon as pos
sible, and a compradore, with provisions, of which they we
very short. Accordingly Mr. Turner left the Tay in the cu

‘ter with six Lascars, at sunrise n the 7th; having only two mus

“kets with them,
They now pulled
about half past seven o'cloek, A.
* the boat’s masts; There’having been at this time a strong, €l
tide, they observed several vessels of different sizes *comi
“from the northward, which Mr. Turner supposed to be fishe
‘men, though be afterwards found that they were Ladrones : 0B
_junk, in ‘particular, appeared to be coming from Macao, §
" “being then some way inside of Cabrita Point.
- Having “stepped the ' masts, and weighed, they pulled an
sailed towards Macao with a light breeze, when at a short dis
‘tance between Kowhon and Cabrita Point, the junk still sta
ing towsards them, as near to the wind as she could, they pél
“‘cetved a boat put off from alongside of her, and pulling towar

the cutter. At first: Mr. Turer imagined it ‘was & €O

“idote’s boat, but on her nearér approach; he observed she wa
from their bow, and:M

“"fulk of men, They now ‘fired "a gun \
“Tusner, perceiving their hostile intentions, ‘load
musket. Having pulled towards each other, they closed M
stantaneously, when the enemy boarded the cutter, stabbit
one of the Lascars in the back, and aiming a blow with :th
sword at Mr, Turner, who avoided it by jumping overboard
Qur hero was soon after taken up, and the tide having by thi
‘time set the boats alongside the junk, he and his fellow €@
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jves were ordered to go on board her. This junk mounted
ht carriage guns, siX pounders. Mr. Turner was immedi=
a:_dy plufmiered ogan he had about him, and by the information
of one of them who spoke a little English, h '
we;; prisoners to the Ladrones. i, 16 Bt e
r. Turner was now interrogated very closely respecting theé
strength of the vessel to which he beloriged : hZ asg;idn%h?n:
that the Tay mounted twenty guns larger than their’s, and had
150 men. He also took an opportunity of cautioning his fel-
low captives to say the same, if questioned separately ; being
convinced that if this ljlunk had attacked the Tay, she wouldin-
fallibly have carried her; for there were absolutely no otheg
arms .aboard the vessel than the two guns already mentioned
and six muskets, two of which had been giver to Mr. Turmer
;n the cutter; they were equally deficient in ammunition, hav-
;:g only elegen cartridges for the guns, and & small qu;mit
Mr the muskets. Happily, however, “the Ladrones believecy!
Mr. Turner, and having bore up and stood down the Tyssa, the
:é;e ytalllned by two other Ladrone junks. Inabout three l’;ou:{
r, they came to an anchor at ' e
geve;al i B anchor at Lunpacor, where there were
We shall now make a few obseryations i
discipline, manners, &c. of those pirate i meha.;dsmngtﬁ?
hex"lghhad}:themisfo;tune e e
e chief number of vessels engaged in acts of pira
ﬁ?uth coast of China, apd ‘which are known to :lmcpye:;: ?:;
. e game of Ladrones, is, it is supposed, between five or,six
undred sail : they are of different sizes, not }mving been built
on purpose by the pirates themselves, but being vessels, which
from time to time have been captured by them;,the’ 4

" may be about 200 tons burthen; the smallest 15-tons; the
55 R

greatest part, however, are from.70 to 150 .

eates : : , tons. There i
21;:311:; (t}h.e'br construction or appearance to distinguishlthz::
o e Chinese trading vessels, and like those, their draught
_ er is much less than the generality of Europeans of the

~ same burthen.  The largest of these vessels. carries twelve guns

six to twelve 'pounden
X s, and  some: of them have ev
v en a -
:E:teirex Fdo‘umliers. The rest earry metal according toat}ix'i;
, besides long wall pieces with metal locks ; ;ikes with

- bamboo shafts, from 14 to 18 feet long, which they throw at a

distance like javeli
» > like javelins ; also shorter ones, with: sh ;
;‘;‘3‘1‘1" the iron part sinailar to the blade of a dirk Zliagfrt:ti oiemhd
and made sharp onone of both edges: t-hﬂs:: the {ee—cu.r'
e : Y BECP I




1€ THE SUFFERINGS OF
their hands for fighting at, close quarters; for. which purpose;
they also use short swords scarcely exceeding cighteen inchesi
length. ' 1
Like the guns of the Chinese forts and vesscls, those of the
Ladrones are also mounted on carriages without trucks, having
neither  breechings nor tackling, and - being all scen out right
a-beam, never pointed fore and aft, they are obliged, in making
an attack, to wear the vessel, in order to bring the guns to bear,
on the object, a, man standing behind with a match, ready. td
fire as soow as he has a good aim : the guns are previously. eles
vated or depressed, according to the distance. Haying in thig
way fired their broadside, they haul off to reload. »
"The number of men in each, vessel is generally considerable
for its size. The largest haye upwards of one hundred : few;
even of the smallest, have less than thirty. If the whole be ave:
raged at fifty men, and the number of vessels reckoned at five
hundred, (neither of which suppositions exeeds the truth,) the
fotal number of these pirates will amount to 25,000 men.
Independent of the force already described, several of the
bessels have a row-boat belonging to them, mounting from six
%o ten wall pieces and swivels; also well armed withy boarding
pikes and swords ; and, according to_their sizes, carrying from
eighteen to thirty men. These are rigged with one or two mast
and sails like other Chinese boats, and pull down from fourteen
totwenty oars, - They are morc particularly employed in going
close along shore at night, plundering, and destroying villages
and farms, that donot pay them tribute, and carrying off such @
the inhabitants as fall into their hands. ; i
“They chicfly infest the moutbs of the rivers, Macao, and such
placcshs have small trading boats. - They generally leave the
Jarge vessels an hour or.two before sun-set, and return abow
noon the following day ; thoug\h they are sometimes absent twe
or threcdays ; lying at anchor during the day, so as yot to 8
secn by those on whom they intend to make their depredations
At dusk they issue forth, and plunder whatever falls in thel
way. Sometimes, when, unsuccessful, they go on the sidos. 0
tops of the hills, and on perceiving any boat or vessel, which
they. think they are able to manage, immediately give chas
to it. ) i
The Ladrones are abundantly supplied with shot.from Macat
and Whampoa, stolen, no doubt, by the Ciiinese, from the fort

and shipping at those places, and brought by them for cale,
Mr. Tur

Even so many eighteen-pound shot was brought in

e

~JOHN TURNER." 1

nex’s presence; that they were refused': which, inall probability,

cane from Whampoa. When at close quarters, they frequently
use, nails, the fragments of iron pots, &c. which supply 'the
place of grape and cannister. Of powder, of Chinese manufac~

ture, they readily procure what they want from different places.,

Their numbers are kept up, and cven considerably augment-
ed, partly - by, such of .their  captives as are unable to fﬁansom’
themselves, and partly by Chinese, who come daily from differ-,
ent pagts of the coast to join them. ; It will hardly be credited,
how great the numbers. of this latter deseription.’ Our herof
saw from five to ten.come' at one time, and onjone occasion up=
v‘v'fuds of thirty.  Some of these were, doubtlvés, vagabonds ig-
sngfﬂttcd by: poverty and idleness to embrace this criminal x"f,ldde
of life; but many were men of decentappearance, and some: of
them brought money with them. The only x‘(’asm; assigned 'fori
th(:n‘ conduct, was, that the Mandarins -of their disti'}’ct worel
unjust, and that they came there to, avoid their oppiession,
These men, (as supposed,) arc at liberty . to leave the Ladrones
whenever -they choose; as several went away after being onlyi
a month or two with them. ~ Atone time rhoy‘uscd to come anﬁ
goinsuch quick succession, that the chicf refused to allow any\‘
:g éj(z,mdhl}n’ 1:1'1'1‘1055. th)ey (w,lu,d Fo stop cight or nine months, at
i nd of which time they were to-be at liberty to go or stay.

reat numbers, however, remain for years ; and it is on them

 that the command of the vessels devolve,

(')fTbhe whole bgdy of Ladro.ne vessels are under the command
1a out five chlois., who are independent of each other 3 the ves-
;(; slhuntflcr each chief being distiuguished: by aparticular-flag.
¢ e foremast-hcad.  The division by which the Tay’s cutter.
2 :;sdcapturcd had a red triangular flag, with a white scolloped'
whitee];col‘i\ se((l‘(i)ndddlvxslon has a black triangular flag, with a
I oped border. A third division has a red
without any border. = A f b
'r. A fourth is distinguished by a red tri
B0y, 5 guis rian-
gular flag; with a plain yellow border ; and a ﬁfthybv a square
a;gl,zlbluc and white horizontally. x s
e two first divisi enerally erui 1
R g (’illulblons generally cruise amongst the islands.”
Qe 9k o Lyho castward. The three others keep more '
.the w.u)twarfl, lho.ug}'x at tunes even they go to the castward:
bord;c;.so;lt The division bearing the red flag, with a white
Ak present, much superior in' force to any of the
. Each vesse] 1 i
L : 138 a captain, who directs i 3 y
" elies boa?d , who dixects in a g(.ncral way all
rd; and whose authority is sufficiently




12 THE SUFFERINGS OF
respected by the crew. The management of the sails, ang
steerageof the vessel, are intrusted to two or more experience
hands, whose @rders on those points are attended to and execut
by the others. Under them are three or four men similar t
our boatswain’s matos, wlose business it is to keep the peog
on deck-and at their duty. b
During the time of action or chase, the captain takes a mo
active part, and directs all the movements. In every ves
there is a certain proportion of men of approved coura
who have voluntarily joined the Ladrones, These fire the guns
and arc the most forward in all hazardous enterprises. Shoul
the captain fall; one of these gencrally takes the command
None of the crew are ever flogged or beaten in a Ladrone boal
but they are sometimes putin irons. The captain is genexal
better dressed than the common Ladrones. He also fares somi
what better, and the officers or assistants above mentioned ai
some of them partakers of his meals. :
¢ Fach division is formed into several squadrons, command
by an inferior chief, by whom the captains of the different v
sels are generally appointed, and from' whom they receive thel
orders. He is himself responsible for his conduct to the ch
ofhis division, Sometimes the whole of the squadrons jo
their forces, and frequently only a few vessels.in company, &
cording to the force which they expect to meat. 5
All vessels which frequent the coasts of China are liable |
be attacked by them, excepting such as, by paying a tribute.
one of the Ladrone chiefs, have obtained a pass, which is
speeted by all the other divisions. Numbers of fishing boat
and of the country merchant vessels, avail themselves of thes
protections. \ :
¢ The farms and villages upon the coast, which have no fort
their neighbourhood, are equally subject to the depredations
the Ladrones ; and their inbabitants are for the most part gl
to compound for their safety, by paying a tribute, whicki as €€
lected from the villages every six months, from the boats; anng
dlly; and the sums obtained in this .way must be considerak
As a proof how far these passes are respected, it may - be g
tionied, that thé commander of a squadron baving plundered
detained a fishing boat that had a pass, the matter was repi
sented to the chicf of the division, and the commander was obl
ged not only to give up the boat to its owner, but to pay il
five hundred dollars for the detention and losses which he &

gyffered, - S ) ;
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.. If a vessel which they capturée have made resistance, they in
8eneral murder some of the crew, and cruelly -treat the' rest.
If she has made no- resistance, but they suspect the crew of
‘having destroyed or secreted any- thing, though none are mur-
dered, they, are very severely punished. ' In other cases they
are satisfied with the plunder and detention of the vessel and
Crew. !

This punishment is inflicted in the following cruel manner ;
the unhappy subject, having been first stript of all but his trow-
sers, has his hands tied together behind his back ; a rope passing
from the mast head, is then made fast to his juined hands, by
which he is hoisted from the deck ;. and, while thussuspended,
repeated stripes are inflicted on every part of his body, with &
rod formed of two or three rattans twisted together. Blood fre-
quently follows the stripes, and in some cases the miserable suf-
ferer is left suspended by his hands for upwards of an hour.

When any of the Mandarin boats unfortunately fall into their
hands; the persons belonging to them are most cruelly butchered.
All the prisoners whom . they take, who are possessed of any
funds, are expected to ransom themselves.  The ransom demand-
ed is generally as much as they suppose the person can raise,
either from 'his own fortune, or by the assistance of his friends.
Should those who are supposed eapable of paying for their re-
lease refuse to. do so, they infallibly expose themselves to the
cruel treatment above mentioned.

When the ransom agreed upon is brought, the person is im=
mediately given up. Those, however, who are unable to ran-
som themselves are detained, and obliged to assist in working
the vessels, and other duties. They are never allowed to go on
shore, even for water, without some of the Ladrones voluntarily
accompanying them armed. Notwithstanding these precau-
tions, they-at times make their escape ; but, if retaken, are most
severely treated, or perhaps putitodeath. It'is said that at the
end «of four or five years, they obtain their release, if they wish

- it, but the habits they have acquired, or their dread of being ré= -

cognised as Ladrones, prevent the greater part from: returning to
v former oecupations. - ad
‘With' respect to the women who fall into their hands, the
dsomesg are reserved by them for wives and concubines s
the chiefs and captains having frequently three or more, the:
0ther§ scldom more than one ; and having once made the chotee
ofa wife, they are obliged to be constant to her, no prumiscuous
intercoursc being allowed amongst them. But the greater past
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of the crew ‘are satisfied without women. A few are ransomed,
and the most homely returned .on shore. = Children taken are
- generally detained, and brought up as servants, &c.
-7 When a vessel is taken, and the owners do not ransom her,
" (which is sometimes the case,) both vessel and cargo are destroy-
ed, if not wanted by the captors; but in general, the best ves-
sels are kept, and armed as Ladrones. The cargo, when-of use
-to them, is distributed amongst the ships of the squadron; and
it is in this way that they are partly supplied with necessaries,
; Whatever money is found in® their prizes is brought to the
commander of the squadron, as also the sums received for the
-ransom of prisoners and goods.

Of this, a trifle is given to the immediate captors; partis
-reserved to purchase provisions and other supplies, according as
-they are wanted, for the use of thesquadron ; and a certain pro-
portion, though we know not what, is paid to the chief of the di-
“vision: ,
. From this source, and that of the tribute before mentioned,
there is generally a large quantity of specie aboard the vessels of

* -thechief. . It has been.said, from fifty to one hundred thousand
dollars. - Out of this they supply such squadronsas may‘have
been unsuccessful in their cruises. } ;.
-1 The Ladrones find not the least difficulty in procuring sup~
plies of provisions, and all other necessaries on every part of the
coast, for which they pay honourably. 'The fishermen are
generally the bearers of these supplies.

~n:0f the 'Ladrones” are mnot: endued with that desperate valour,

which is the characteristic of many other pirates, they are by no
means devoid of courage, as they have been repeatedly seen to
stand very well during an attack. It has been asserted by an
Armenian, and some Portuguese, who have been witnesses of
their conduct during 'an: attack, that they are 'apt to flinch
when wounded: - They have been known themselves to declare
thatthey were ndt afraid of an attack cither from the Chinese
Government, or any other ; and that nothing would give them
greater pleasure thap to meet -with the Mandarin junks at'a dis-
tance froom Macao, on nearly equal terms. As an instance
how well they will defend themselves if hard pushed, it has been
stated that a M{ﬁ in with four Mandarin: junks alk
latger than herself, which, after an engagement of some time,
she beat off; Having one man killed and two wounded. - >
#They have often threatened; that some time or other, when
therg might be'no foreign ships at Whampoa, they would make
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an attack on Canton: and should the ‘Portugucse eruisers op=:
pose their design, that they would burnthem. This micht pro= .
bably have been bravado : it is, howéver, certain that tﬁvy fre-
quently go amongst all the islands, singly, and in small bod;es
without fear or molestation, : i d
We shalil now return to our captive hero, whom we left at an-
chor at Lunpa-cow.  On the 8th of December it blew a heavy
gale. Mr. Turner, therefore, desired the man who spokea little
English to inform the Captain of the junk that he suffered much;
from the cold, and would thank him to order the person who
had taken his great coat, to return it. The captain accordingly
sent an order to this effect, and the coat was restored to hiam
stripped, however, of all its buttons.® 1 ol
On the 9th our hero was sent on board the junk, in which -
the chief of the flag resided, while the Lascar‘s'worq kept on;
board the vessel which captured the cutter. Tlie chief’s junk
mounted ten guns, of which, two were long cighteen-pounders
the rest six and nine. o
The next day Mr.. Turner learned by the interpretation of g
Malay, one of those taken with him in the boat, whe under-,
stood a little. Chinese, that the Ladrones demanded 3,000 dol-,
lars for their ransom ; hereupon, our hero wrote two letters to-
Canton, one to Messrs. Baring and Co. who were agents for the-
ship, the other to Captain Greig ; informing them of his unfor-;
tunate situation,.and of the sum demanded for their enlarge=:
ment,  These letters were entrusted: to the care of the ﬁshber-.’"
men, and inall probability were destroyed by them; :
A Chinese who understood English, having come on board.
on the 11th, informed Mr. Turner that the Ladrones demanded,
10,000 dollars for their rahsoin, Which, if not given, they would
consequently be put to death. He offered, if Mr, Turner would,
write to the Captain of the Tay, to pay Captain Greig ten dol-
lars to carry letters to Whampoa. Qur hero, alarmed at the
1ntelligenc? which this man had communicated, 'immediately..
wrote ‘again to Messrs. Baring and Co. requesting their ag-
sistance, j ; ik
An American who spoke the Moorish language, was broﬁéi:{t
on board December 14th, he had been captured by the f.a"-
drones ‘about seventcen months before, in a Portuguese bug
from Manilla to Macao, in which he was a passenger., Our
hero’s apprehensions of ‘being murdered were now p'a:tl y remo-
ved, for the present, by this American, who reinained on boar;'l
till the 24th, when he was sent 1o look at some wounded men
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in another junk, having before assisted in curing two or thre
invalids. b 3
-On the 25th they weighed and made sail in company of abot
seventy sail of Ladrone vessels, and stood to the N.E. betwee
the islands. On the 28th they anchored at a place called by
the Chinese Wung-chong-chow, where the Ladrones attae
two places, defended by forts, but without success. As the junl
of the chiefof the flag seldom or never fights but when first
tacked, our hiero was consequently no witness of these attack
Three Ladrone junks came from Macao no the 11th of Janus
ary,1807, who weresent by the man who had captured the c}it te
belonging to the Tay, with orders to bring Mr. Tumer' to him
saying the Mandarins would pay the ransom, they having now
raised it to 30,000 dollars, which at first our hero could scarce
1y believe. - j N
On the 13th Mr. Turner arrived on board the other junk
when he understood that the sum of 30,000 dollars had beeg
insisted on, and also that it was not the English who weret
this ransom, but the Mandarins, by order of the viceros
of Canton : he wasalso told that four men belonging to the
darins of Macao had been with the captors, inquiring hov.rm: o
they wanted, and where Mr. Turner was : ‘they also signifio
shat the Mandarins would pay the ransom demanded for th
captured. These men were then told that 30,000 dollars ¥
the sum that would bz accepted, and no less; and that M
Parner, (for whom they enquired,) was on board a junk to
eastward. It was then therequest was made that Mr. Tan
should be sent for, and the ;eqlllu]reczl s;lm promised. ;:«t:l co
inoly every circumstgnce which had been communicated -
g;;g 'jlr'umery by the ﬁ%ﬁqmed to be true. Thel
alrone captain now desired Mr. Turner to write to the Mand
rins, and inform them that if the proposed ratisom was notst
in the course of three days, he-and his fellow captives would
t to death. ]
Pqu. Turner, not knowing how to address the Man
wrote to Mr. Drummond, stating all the above partmulars a
sequesting that if the Mandarins really intended to redeem the
die, (Mr. D.) would be sokind to use all his influence in fac
tating their benevolent purpose;; adding, that he was continus
thrcatened with being put to death, and that he had now.
other hopes of recoveringhis liberty but that of the Honourd
@ompany’s interference ; he therefore repeated his -entreat
‘4hiat he would commiserate his uafortunate situation.

JOHN TURNER. 17

As Mr. Drummond had unfortunately left China before this
letter was written, he consequently never received ity and our
hero was never informed whether it fell into the hands of any

_other gentleman.

On the 18th, a small Mandarin boat with four men in her,
one ofwhom was brought on board the junk where Mr. T'ur-
ner was, happened to fbe among the captures which; the La-
drones were continually making. The cruclty of the Ladroues
to this unfortunate captive made an indelible impression on Mr;
Turner’s mind. He was fastened to the deck by large nails,
which were inhumanly driven through his feet, and was then
beaten with four rattans twisted together, till he vomited blood.
After yemaining for some time in the most excruciating pain,
he was taken on shore, and cut into several picces. %

Qn the fellowing day Mr. Turner received a letter from
Captﬁin Greig, (dated December 28, 1806,) informing him that
500 dollars were offered for their ransom, and that if the La<
drones refused to give them up, vengeance would be taken og.

. them. The captain’slctter was accompanied by one addressed

‘to-J. W. Roberts, Isq. desiring them to pay the sum on their
being brought to Macao.

Our desponding hero now informed his captors of the sum
which had .been offered by Captain Greig, obscrving that the
Tay had sailed by this time, and that he had no money of his
own to add o the sum proposed : the Ladrancs, howevir, cor-
tinued to believe that the Mandarins would redeem them.  Of
this Mr. Turner despaired, and sent with the Captain’s letter,
another to Mr. Roberts, requesting he would take the earliest
opportunity of ascertaining the truth of what he had heard from
the Mandarins, and begging him, if it should not be true, that
‘he would inform Mr. Drummond that the threat which had
accompaniced Captain Greig's proposal, would only tend to ac-
celerate his and his fellow prisoners’ dissolution. ~ He also rc-
quested that “if the vengeance which the’ Ladrones had becn
threatened with, should be attempted, no force might be imme-
diately sent for that purpose ; but that he might be left for some
days to His wretched fate, until ke could cithermake his' eéifﬁ‘ﬁé
:)}:' ;:_rognrc; imssi}f’tance irom England. He likewise éolicit(r(;
that afew clothes might be i cred ver
muscolzfrom e iy gl sent to him, as he suﬂurcd very
~ n after, our hero was informed that another man came
{rom the Mandarins with the of:er of 5,000 dolfars for their rage




l"\\'?x a-chung-chow, where they intended to keep it.  ‘The.

- itto go near Macao. In the interim, the Ladrones urged Mi
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som, which was refused by the Ladrones,.who :mow -insisted 8
on 25,000, besides other things. N

A Canton pass boat was taken the next day with: twenty-twe
passongers on board, who were going ta Macao. . Several ‘7
these spoke English, and oncin particular, named Afoo, a very
sensible agrecable man, became acquainted with our hero, A
very strong attachment took place, which owing to the circums
stances which had formed.it, proved not only mutually conses
latory, but truly.sincere. i

Previous to New Year’s day, the Ladrones passed over

-

now solicited to be sent to the junk which he was
fore on board of. As he.had been of considerable -service to
them' as a surgceon, his request was complied with : inst
however, of being recompensed for the cures whieh he ha
performed, his treatment became worse. Jd
In about a week after, Mr. Turner, (by the advice of his
frien:}, Afoo,) applied to Mr. Beale for the loan of 200 dollas
to complete the sum demanded for his ransom. This lottfsr 0
application contained a simple statement of his distressed situs
tion, accompanied with repeated solicitations that he would
make it known to his countrymen. ; %
After passing a few days at Wong-chong-chow, they no

Purper to solicit the assistance of all the British gentlemen @
Macao and Canton, threatening him, that if he did not immedi
ately procure his ransom, they would put him toa cruel death
Mr. Turner assured them, that having never been at China be
fore, he was unacquainted with any gentlemen there. T
then hinted that if they did not put him to death, they woul
make him a slave, and oblige him to assist in working thel
guns: he obscrved that as he belenged to a merchant-man,-. :
nota ship of war, he knew nothing of this employment; th
jnsinuated, however, that this was not the case. L
The purser of the juuk, (who had been taken by the Ladro
about threc years before, and not havu}g had' money.to pu
chase his liberty, had accepted the si!uatmn which he then h ol
in hopes one day or othier to obtain luvs onl.arg'cm(-nt,) was pal
cularly kind to the captives. He often invited them to ¢o 0
and sit in his cabin, and one evening when Mr. Tu‘m(‘r and A
wete together discoursing of their unfortunate situation,
all made a vow that whoever was first released should,

every exertion in hig power to procure the enlargement o

5 2

- mained about anhour.
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others: - Afoo was the fortunate man; he, by the kind assis-

tance of Mr. Beale, completed the sum which was demanded
for his ransom, and after a month’s eaptivity, obtained his li-
perty, February 22d. : ¥

Soon after a plot had been formed by two men‘on board a
small vessel to run-awdy with her, but the conspiracy having
Heen-discovered, they were immediately flogged and put in irons
¥y order of the captain of the junk where Mr. Turner was.
Desirous that they should be put to death, the captain brought
them before the chiefof the squadron, and made his complaint
accordingly. - The chief, however, would not consent to the
sentence ofdeath, which occasioned a sudden contest, when the

captain and some of his people got their arms, and insisted on
their immediate execution ; but in the fray the chief was victo-'

rious, and the captain and his party were driven to their'boat,
one or two of thenr having been wounded. The captain was
consequently obliged to leave the Ladrones, and the chief having
given up his own vessel, took the command of the junk, though
asmaller.

* On the Istof March Mr. Tuarner received a letter from Afoo,

with some clothes which were sent: by Mr. Beale; but before
he had time to acknowledge the receipt of them, the Ladroncs
got under weigh, and stood to the south and west, passing at a
short distance two or three hundred sail of Mandarins and sail
boats coming from the westward, and in two or three days
they arrived where scveral other Ladrone vessels were lying.
Here they hauled their vessels on shore, and cleaned their bot-
toms. At this place our hero was permitted to go on shore (for
the first time since he had been taken-prisoncr,) where he rc-
A man was here put to death with cir-
cumstances of peculiar horror. *Being fixed upright, his bowels
were cut oper, and his heart was taken out, which they after=
wards socked in spirits and ate.  Mr. Turner did not witness
this bloody exccution, but he was shewn the mangled budy.
He also understood that this shocking treatment is frequently
experienced by those, who, having offended “the Ladrones,
Ol‘lld ever be so unfortunate as to be in their power afterwards.
They now sailed to Tyho, from which place they soon af-
terwards departed, sailing in company with five "other junks,
and leaving several others behind,  Mr. Turner was now in
formc.d by his’ fellow sufferers, the Lascars, that they had fallen
" with some Mandarin vessels, whom they had engaged, and
had taken a small one, which they burnt, having thrown every
B2
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person overboard. . They now kept beating to the N.E. between
the islands, and parted eompany again the next day. ‘
~ About sunset one evening they cbserved two ‘Chin-che
junks, and immediately chased them, The force of the La-
drones being four large and three small vessels, they attacked th
one they came up with, and after some time, finding that she
was too heavy for them, they took the guns out of one of the:
small vessels, and converted her into a fire ship.  They then
Jaid her alongside the Chin-chew junks to windward, and
fire to the train, in doing which, one of the Ladrones suﬁ’iite
exceedingly. She burat very well, but as there was little wi
and as the junk’s main-sail was on the opposite side, there was
mothing that could take fire, except the hull. In about ten.
minutes they got her shoved off, which the Ladrones perceivi
gave the junk a few more shot, and stood from her. ;
" About two days after, while lying between the islands, in
company with three other Ladrone vessels, they saw, in the
forenoon, scveral Mandarin junks, making all sail towards the
ey immediately got under weigh, and ran to the 5.W.
Mandarin still pursuing them with a force consisting of twen
#io large junks; afterwards in the evening they fell in
fourteen sail, large and small, of the Ladrones, and came to
anchor at the back of an island.

“The next morning they got under weigh, and stood to tie
N.E. About eight o’clock, A.M, they saw the Mandarins at
anchor iu shore off them ; they shortly after got under we
and though sujerior in force to the Ladroncs, never attemp
to approach them, ‘The Ladrones turned to windward th
leagues off, while the Mandarius were close in shore;
former appearing ncither toseck an engagement or to aveid
About four, P.M. the Mandaxins still continued outgxdc.

" Ina few days after this, the purser alrcady mentioned tol
Wir. Turner that he understocd thatabout three or four tho
sand dollaxs would be now acec pted for his ransom. Hereu
Mr. Turner wiote to Mr, Beale (from whom he had recel

three or four encouraging letiers during his captivity,).m
ting the same,

The next day the purser having obtained B

relcase by a plan w hich had been concerted bt‘_t“ccn .hy: ;

‘Afoo, 1cft_the Ladrones, and cur hero now remained with
jcnd incaptivity, g

” On the p22d yof April Afco came to the Ladrone junk

which Mz. Tusner was, and informed him that he ha .

with the chicf of the flag, from whom he had a pass for &
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months, and that he had been' endeavouring to induce him to
lessen the sum demanded for his friend’s ransom.
rous and voluntary act was doubtless of considerable advantace
to Mr. Turner: for after treating some time with the. chic f:)f
the squadron by whose boat he had been taken captive, it was
at length agreed that 2500 dollars should be given, * Afoo then
left his friend to return to Macao, having first ubtained a pass to
secure the above sum, while bringing it, from being taken by
any other Ladrones, a precaution which manifested the care
and fidelity of this intelligent and worthy character.

In the morning of April 28, when lying at Lunpachou, intelli-
gence was brought that several Mandarin véssels wereapproach-
ing.  The Ladrones immpediately got under weigh, when one
of the captains hailed the junk that Mr. Turner was on board
of, saying “ Weare equal to them-in force, and therefore will
‘not sheer off.”  Hereupon the  Ladrones turncd about, and
stood towards the Maundaiins: ;
cight Jarge and ten small vessels :
and five small.

‘The Mandarins now showed no disposition to wait for them
but made all possible sail to get away, which they at length ef-
\fcct(’d, tho\‘lgh net by their superior sailing 3 for the Ladrones,
when within musket shot of the rear, gave up the chase, in con-
sequence of their observing, on rounding a point,a Portugucse
frigate at anchor, about the distance of two milcs.
 WTRRINIR e e

g I g-chow. Onthe 9th'of May a Chi-
nese, who had been sent by Afoo, came to the Ladrones, and in-

that of the latter, ten large

formed them there was an English shiplying off Sam-cock, which -

had on board the money that was demanded for the enlargement
of Mr. Turner and his party; and that if they would carry them
there, and anchor in sight, it should be immediately forwarded
to them, :
hMl:._ Tum(jr and the Lascars having now becn put into amo-
: ,(‘é !]‘l_}p‘k, with two others accompanying her, they procecded
0 Samcock. At this time our hero was informed that one of
ﬂ?e Lgsca_rs had.,a‘fcw‘ days before made his eseape. M
Wa?xtl their arrival at Samcock no English vessel or any other -
0 be' seen. It is impossible to describe the feelings of the

C 3 . .
. faptives on this occasion.  Joy was now turncd into sorrow ; a

gloomy melancho}y clouded their countenances; which was be-
enlivened with the rays of hope. The Chinese who had -

This geue- .

The force of the former was
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come to the Ladrones with the message, went to Macao, ima~»
gining that the ship might have gone thither, as it was dirty.
weather, B
The next morning the Ladrones stood towards Macao, to try
if they could perceive the vessel ; but on observing twenty-five -
sail of Mandarin junks, they made sail towards Wong-chongs
chow, at which place they arrived the following morning ; but:
the re-appearance of the captives, s0 little expected, and which
was not so agreeable as the 2500 dollars would have been, they
were welcomed on their return by the assurance that their heads
should be immediately cut off, Fortunately ihe threat was de-
layed, and though the disappointment was great on both sides, .
yet doubtless it was more sensibly filt by the wretched suf-
ferers. ;
On the 21st of May a letter was brought from Captuin Ross
to Mr. Turner, with the happy intelligence that he had the mo-
ney on board for their ransom, and that he wished to know
where they were to be had, orat what place they should stay.

for them.
Mr. Turner immediately communicated the contents of th

Jetter to the Ladrone chicf, who said he would send them th
next morning, and allowed one of the Lascars to go with a let=o
ter to Captain Ross, and acquaint him that a Ladrone junk would =
anchos.in sight of him, and fire a gun as a signal; when, if he
would send his boat with the moncy, Mr. Turner and the rest
of the Lascars should be liberated. : :
_ At midnight, Mr. Turner and the remaining Lascars we
sent away with five vessels in company, and the next forenoon.
arrived in sight of the Honourable East India Company’s cru
zers, Discovery and Antelope, when one of the Ladrone rol
boats went to give the gignal. '
In a short time after the gun was fired, 2 fishing boat brough
a letter from Captain Ross, informing them he heard the sign
and that the jolly-boat should be immediately dispatched.
the dollars. Mr. Turner immediately communicated this m
sage to the Ladrones, requesting they would go nearer the ships
For this purpose Mr. Turner and the Lascars were put on boa
a smaller vessel, and our hero soon observed that the Diseover
had dispatched her boats, but as she was pulling towards
‘yessel in which the captives were, another Ladrone junk,
was out on a cruize, passed between their vessel and the Dis
very's boat, at which she fired two shots, and dispatche
Woat in chace of her. Hereypon, the Discovery’s

LT e

Were, upon the whole, very wretched, an inconvenience which:

<
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about, and pulled towards the ship, fearing some treachery ;
but a signal baving been made from the vessel in which the C'ly):
tives were, the other left off chasing, and bore down to them o

The fisherman who brought Mr. Turner the letter ha;'in
now overtaken the jolly-boat, explained the mistake to Ehe C‘E
sons on board her, and assuring them of perfect safet prc--
vailed on her to return. Accordingly, she put abouZ’aul;in
and the fishermen accompanied her to the Ladrones with the
rausom:l which having been taken out and counted, Mr. Tur-
i:il; r?; the rest of the Lgscal*s were then told they were at
_ One of the row-boats was now sent part of the way with the
jolly-boat, in erder to prevent their being molested by any of the
Ladrone V(‘s§g‘ls, and about 8 o’clock, P.M. of the 22d of Ma
our hero arrived on board the Honourable Company’s cruizei’
D1§covery, where he was sinecrely congratulated on his ha ;
deliverance.  The pleasure which he felt at this period can ’;EZ'
ter be conceived than described. ¢

Dreadful as Mr. Turner’s situation was, subjected to innu-
merable inconveniencesjand in daily apprehensions of suffering a
crucl death, yet he was fortunate enough to enjoy his health
during a captivity of five months and a half.

Forthe first few days after he was taken he was used kindl
but afterwards his trcatment was very indifferent.  He was scv{*:
ral times struckland kicked about by the lowest of the Ladrones
while uscless expostulation was all he could oppose in his des
fence. He was continually threatencd with a torturing death;
but at last he became so accustomed to the menace tl?at it al:
most lost the effect of intimidating him. He was v:rcll aware,
however, that he had nothing to hope cither from the justice or
mercy of those unprincipled robbers, who certainly would have
{)}:n their threats in execution, had they not been amused with
exe hopes of a speedy ransom. Qur hero, however, though he.
. pected daily to be ransomed, was under the most dreadful’
m];p{::gﬁemwns that some treachery on the part of the Ladzones, !
sclees gnd?r 1!sekss_the efforts of those who had interested themw::
. orhis liberation, and perpétuate his confinement among °
fnese pirates, or accelerate the stroke of the sword, which con-
tinually hung over his head. :

His fare during his captivity was the same as that of the

- ) Rl
Common Chincse, consisting, for the most part, of coarse:

ri . . N
Ce, with a bittersalt fish. The accommodations, however,
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, he most severely felt, and which indeed might naturally be ‘ex«

A pected in vessels so crowded as the Ladrone boats so generally®
are. Tlie space allowed him 1o sleep in at night was never®
more than about ¢ighteen inches wide, and four feet long ;‘and
i and if at any time he¢ happened to extend bis contrac.t('d .llmbs ;
beyond their limits ; he was sure to be reminded of his mistakes
il - by a kick ora blow.

_—

'CURIOUS ACCOUNT

PETER SERRANO,

Who having cscaped from Shipwreck, Tived Seven Years on &

sandy lsland, on the Coast of Peru.

wted @) vrm

THIS man, as rclated by Garcilasso d(j la Vega, escap
from shipwreck by swimming to that desert island, which fron
him received its name, being,as he rcp(.)rtrd, about two leag
in compass, and for so much itis laid down in the Book
Charts, three little islands with divers shallow places abi
them; so that alfships keep 3t a distance ftl:ur: them, avoid

' with all possible care and eircumspection. Bel
tkP;’:*:;;h Petfr Serruno’s misfortune to be lost upon these

“  ees, and tosave his lifcon this d.lsconsolate 1sland? where no
ter, wood, grass, nor any thxpg‘for support of human]}
Jeast, not for maintenance of him so long a time as. Unti
ship passing by ' might redeem him from perishing by h
and thirst; which languishing manner of death is mue
miserable, thanby & speedy suffocation jn the waterss =

B
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the sad thoughts hereof he passed the first night, lamenting his
affiction with as many melancholy reflections as we may ima-
gine capable to enter into the mind of a wretch in like ex-
tremity.

As soon as it grew day, he began so traverse his island, and
found on the shore some cockles, shrimps, and other creatures
of like nature, which the sea had thrown up, and he was forced +
to cat raw, because he wanted fire to rogst them,

With this small entertainment he passed his time, till observ-
ing some turtles not far from the shore, he watched a convenience
until they came within his rcach, and then throwing them on
their backs, (which is the manner of takiag that sort of fish,)
ke cut the throat, drinking the blood instead of water; and sli-
cing out the flesh with a knife, which was fastened to his girdle,
he laid the picces to be dried and roasted by the sun; the shell
he made use of torake up the rain-water, which lay in little
puddles, for thatis a country often subject to great and sudden
rains. s ;

In this manner he passed the first of his days, by killing all
the turtles that he was able, some of which were so large, that
their shells were as big as targets or bucklers. Otherswere so
great, that he was not able to turn them or stop them in their "
way to the sea ; so that in a short time experience taught him
which sort he was able to deal with, and which were too un-
wieldy for his force. With his lesser shells he poured water
into the greater, some of which contained twelve gallons; so
that having made sufficient provisions both of meat and drink,
he began to contrive some way to strike fire, that he might not
oply dress his meat with it, but also make asmoke, to givea

sign to any ship that was passing.

Copsidering of this invention, (for scamen are much mere in-
genious. in all times of extremity, than men bred at land,) he
searched every where to- find out a couple of hard pebbles, ‘in-
stead of flints ; his knife serving in the place of a steel ; but the
island heing all covered over with a dvad sand, and no stone
dpnearing, he swam into thesea, and -diving often to the bots'

© tom, heatlength found a couple of stones fit for his purpose,

wh'ich he rubbed together, until he got them to an.edge, with
.Wl.uchj;eing able to strike fire, he drew some threads out of his
shirggwhich he worked so small, that it was like cotton, and

. served for tinder ;. so that having contrived 2 means to kindle

fire, heg&th&l: great quantity of searweeds, thrown up by the
Waves, whichyiwith the shells of fish and the planks of shipsy
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which had been wrecked on those shoals, afforded nourishment®

for his fuel ; jand lest sudden showers should extinguish his fire,
he made a liftle covering, like a small hut, with the shells of the
Jargest turtles or tortoises that he had killed, taking great care:
that his fire should not go out. ' %

In the space of two months, and sooner; he wasas unprovided: !
of all things as he was at first, for, with the rains, heat, and mois-~
ture of that climate, his provisions were corrupted,:-and the® §
great heat of the sun was so violent on' him, having neither
... clothes to cover him, nor shadow for a shelter, that when he'

was, as it were, broiled in the sun, he had no remedy but to run
into the sea. IS

- In this misery and care he passed three years, during which®
time he saw several ships at sea, and as often madc his smoke
but none turned out of their way to sce what it meant, for fear®
of those shelves and sands, which wary pilots avoid with all ima-
ginable circumspection, so that the poor wretch, despairing of
all manner of relicf, estcemed it a mercy for him to die, an
arrive at that period which could only put an end to b
miserics. p

Being exposed in this manner to all weathers, the hair of b
body grew in that manner, that he' was covered all over wi
bristles, ‘and the hair of his head and beard reaching to his wai
he appeared like some wild, savage creature. '

At the end of three years, Serrano was strangely ‘surprized
with the appearance of a man' in his island, whose ship bad,
night before, been castaway uponthese sands, and who had s
_ved himself on a plank of the vessel; so soon as it was day, b

espied the smioke, and imagining whence it was, he ma
towards it.

As soon as'they saw each ather, it is hard to say, which wa
© the more amazed ;- Serrano imagined that it was the devil, wh
who camein the shape of 2 man, to tempthim to despair. Th
new comer belicved Serrano to be the devil in his own pro;
shape and figure, being covered over with hair and beard
fine they were both afraid, flying one from the others” Pe
Serrano cried out, as he ran, “ Jesus, Jesus, deliver me fi
the devil.”  The otheér,” hearing this, took courage;
turning again to himn, called out, * Brother, brother, de
fromme, for I'am a Christian as thou art.” And becaus
saw that Serrano still ran from him, he repeated the Credo
Apostles’ Creed in words aloud, which, when Sen;?ﬁ ¢
knew it was no devil that would recite those words; and

4
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. provisions as his miserable life afforded ; and having a little

PETER SERRANO. e

upoen gave-a stop to his flight, and returning with great kindness
they embraced each other with sighs and tears, lamenting their
sad state, without any hopes of deliverance.  Serrano supposing
that his guest wanted refreshment, entertained him' with such

comforted each other, they began to recount the manner and oc-
casion of their sad disasters,

For the better government of their way of living, they design-
ed their hours of day and night to certain services; such a
time was appointed to kill fish for eating, such hours for gather-
Jing weeds, fish-bones, and other matters which the sea threw up,
to maintain their constant fire; and especial care had they to
observe their watches, and relieve each other at certain hours,
that so they might be sure their fire went not out. .

In this manner they lived amicably together for certain days;
for many did not pass, before & quarrel arose between them so
high, that they were ready to fight. The occasion proceeded
from some words that one gave the other, hinting that he took
not that care and labour as the extremity of their condition re-
quired. This diffcrence so increased, (for to such misery do our
passions often betray us,) that at length they separated and lived
apart one from the other. However, in ashort time, having ex-
perienced the want of that comfort which mutual society pro-
cures, their choler was appeased, and they returned to enjoy con-
verse, and the assistance which friendship and company afford-
ed ; in which condition they passed four years, during all which
time they saw many ships sail ncar them, yet none would be so
charitable or eurious, as to be invited by their smoke and flame ;
so that being now almost desperate, they expected no other ree .
medy besides death, to put @u end to their miseries, :

However, at length, a ship venturing to pass nearer than ordi-
nary cspied the smoke; and rightly judgiog that it must be
made by some shipwrecked persons escaped to those sands,
hoisted out their boat to take them in.  Serrano and his cons-
panion readily ran to the place wherethey saw the boat coming §
but as soon as the mariners approached so near as to distinguish
the strange figure and looks of these two men, they were so af-
frighted, that they began to row back: but the poor men cried i
out, and, that they might belicve them not to be devils "or evil k.
spirits, they rchegrsed the creed, and called aloud on the name '
9f Jesus, with which words the mariners returned, took them
mto the boat, and carried them to the ship, to the great wonder
of all preseqk who with admiration beheld their hairy shapes,

N
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not like men but beasts, and with singular pleasure heard tbonp
relate the story of their past misfortuncs.

The companion died in his voyage' to Spain, but Serra
lived to come thither; from whence he travelled into Germany,
where the Emperor, Charles V. then resided : ‘all-which time he
nourished his hair and beard, to serve as an cvidence and proof
of his past life. Whoresoevvr he came, the crowd pressed, as
to a sight, tosee him. Persons of quality, having the same cu
riosity, gave” him sufficient to defray his charges; his Imperia
Majesty presented him ' with an annuity for life. He died at
Panama,

i LI Sl il il
_Fusmmer, Printer, Scething Lawe,
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