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SCHU_~ZJS 
) I~ 1=1 STl TU TE I) )_ ~ESS 

There is a chain of newspapers, the Indio News, the B:-nwley 
:-1"ew~, the El C,-,nt.rc, Post-Press, and the Calexico News, all located 
:>.r-. 0out!J.eri-: Cab.fc,rnie close to the Mexican borde:i:-. The publisher 
of these pup era was Virg:i.l Pinkley. · 

Now Pinkley was a bigtime newspaperman who had bee.ii'. chief of 
the Europ1an division of the United Press l0cated in London, England 
du~ing Vio:rld War II. After the war, he was for about 6 years the 
Edi tor of the U'.'S Angeles Mirra :,..., an afte:rnoon paper, which was 
part of the Los Angeles Ti.mes group. Then Virgil Pinkley with a 
group of other investors bought up these 4 newspapers and Pinkley . 
be0ame the publisher. It must be understood that Pinkley is not 
son:e small t;ovm editor subject to t .he esonomio and social pressures 
commonly met in small towns. He is kn~wn all over the U.S~ and in 
Europe. 

There are very serlous problems in the area served by these 
newspapers. First, by the pl"0visions of the U.S. Reclamation Law, 
there are supposed to be only family farms with a husband 3.nd wife 
not having over 320 aores. This is a desert area whe1·E1 there is 
constant mmshine, a 12 month constant farming season, no drought, 
no cold, no ralnsto:rms and no floods. Because of all this, l acre 
here equals 5 aDres in the Midwest er South of the Uni'ljed States 
in agrir,ultural produgtion. )20 acres here equals 1,600 acres in 
the rest of the UeSo . 

But in vio,1.ation·: of the U.S. Reclamation Law, big ranchers 
most of them absentee landowner:-J, have been doing the farming here. 
They have prevented residents of this area from farming and have 
s~ueezed out the little ranches by hogging the $11.2 millions that 
are given out as farm handouts by the Federal Government. 

Ia addition., the big farm interests are swindling the people 
of $14 millions yearly by ex0essive eleetrieity bills so that the 
large ran~hes can get the irrigation water at 1/4 the oorreot price. 
The~ by ®11.tao.l..~ the Assessor-Colleot~r of Imperial County, the 
people are being swindled out of $8 millior.s yearly in property 
taxes by the ve~y same big ran~nea. The ranehea do this by having 
the Assessor assess their land at 1/3 that it should be assessed. 
There are in,e.ll!!Ierable other swindling raokets ~f smaller degree per
petrat-ed on the people by the large farm interests. 

Virgil Pinkl.ey kept a CURTAIN OF SILENCE on all these aoti vi t
ies by the big ransb.ers. Letters to the Edi tor complaining ab~ut 
these problems were sent to the newspapers but none of them were 
printed. So this Newsletter was born to pieroo the CURTAIN OF 
SILENCE put up by Pinkley. Pinkley n~t only kept silent on these 
problems but he pri2ted propaganda articles put out by the big 
~arm interests to brainwash the people. 

SO !\(ANY NENSLETTERS WERE PUT OUT TELLING HOW PI1'XLEY' S 
PROSTITUTE:) PRESS WAS BRAINWASHING THE PEOPLE. 

In 1964,, the- news.pap€~ o.hain' s majority ownership, was bought 



by the company owning the newspaper THE TRIBUNE of South Ber:d, Ind. 
( ad.dress is 223 './lest Colfax). When this happened, Fra.r.klin D .. 
Schur~, ~he pu.blisher of the TRIBUNE was notified many times as to 
how . i(irg:..l Pinkley v,as suppressing the news, twisting the news, and 
put ·c;ing cut th0 pro:;:,aganda of the big farm interests,. Nothing muoh 
h~ppGned but ther~ seemed to be a slight improvement especially 
W!].GJJ. a column entitled PROID.s began to be printed in this chain of 
newspapers. 

Recently, Virgil Pinkley sold out his interest in the chain and 
stopped being the publisher .. Sc i.;.h.e responsibility for how the 
newspapers prir ... t 'che news beio.ngs tc Franklin D. Sohurz. So the 
cha~ r. has be,:in re.uamed SCHURzt S PROSTITUTED PRESS to indicate what 
is gcing _on now. 

. ?n JL'.r.e 26, 1967, PROBE rurew.er·ed. ar.,com:p.1,ti~m about high eleotrio-
.1.ty. t.1.l:L~. ~pI,arent.ly, the 1 ... eporter had gone to the Imperial Irri
?at,.;1-,c:;1. D1.st~1.ot to get the an.swTI.r.. H~ reported that an ave1 ... age user 
1.n .1.1aJ.m Springs served by the Southern Calif. Edison Co. wo Llld pay 
$38,9/4- per mo~:th whereas the residen.t of the IoI .. D. would pay $J8.J!3 
per mc~·i;b in the swmn.ertime desert hea·t. 

But th:Ls is !lorsense beoause the Southern California Edison 
Co~ is an iu\:·estor owned Gompany whieih pays heavy property taxes, 
.heavy Fede1°aJ. and State income taxes and alscg dividends to the 
stoGkholdor s . The Imperial Irrigation Distriot is a ~ublio agenoy 
thnt docs nGt PaY any of these items. 

T.ho -:-.e·l.e·r:.t1 .. i "-bilLof -t..h~ I .I .D. should have been compared with 
-the biLl of ano·ther public agency like the Tennessee Valley Authon
i ty. In the Wall St. Journal of July 5, 1967, there is an article 
whiclt tells how the T. V.A •. charges homes in the city $6. 78 f0r 
1,000 kilowatt b.ours per month. A home in the I.I.D. lo«.ated ir. 
the oity would pay $15 .. 55 in the summer. So you see that the I.I.D. 
Gharges a:!.rnost 3 tines the rate of the T.V.A whioh also does not 
pay property taxes, Fedaral & State in~e taxes, and dividends ta 
sto ckholdere. 

· So if an average user in Palm Springs pays $38.94 a month in 
the summer when the heat is 110 degrees and airconditioni~g is used, 
the oi ty home in the I .I .D. should pay $13. 27. if the ~orreot rates 
l:U~e those of the 'r. V. A~ were being used. As it is now~ you are 
forced to pay $38. 30 and being swindled out ef out $2,. t,J monthly• 

All this was explained in the Newsletters entitled THE HIDDEN 
ELECTRICITY BILL and iv10RE DETAILS ON TH.i!.: EL.ECTRIGITY IkCKET. These 
were sent to SCHUR.Z'S PROSTITUTED PRESS so it o>!Juld make a oorreot-
ion in -PROBE. But to this date it has not done so. PROB~ is 
constantly putting out additions and oorreot:!.ons. Recently~ it 
gave more addi-esse~ for nudists camps and where to buy bagpipes, 
but apparentJ.y swindling eleotrici ty bills must n1Jt 1,e discussed. 

On July 10, 1967, there was a meeting of the Br.aw).ey City 
Council at which reporter Jim Duke ~f SCHURZ'S PROSTITGTED PRESS 
was present to report what happened. Coun<>ilman Ben Yellen brought 
up the mattor ~f the Imperial Irrigation Distri~t swindling the 
City Qf Brawley out of J3OO,O0~.oo in water bills between 1931 and · 
1961. He wante~ the City Attorney to •investigate this and sue 
under the anti-trust laws whioh will give triple dam.ages for a 
grand total of $1.2 r!lillions. The City Council ordered the Ci_ty 
Attorney to study this matter and rep~rt baok. SCHURZ 1 S PROSTIT
TUTED PRESS did not print one word about this. 

Co unoilman Yellen alee wanted the oi ty to pL1.t the property of 
the I.I.Do looated in Brawley, on the erity ta::: rolls~ - I't is . 
estimated that the Imperial Irrigation District would pay city 
property taxes of about $150,000 yearly. This would result in a 40% 
reduction iD taxes to the residents of Brawley. The City of Los 
Angeles pays $2.6 miilions in taxet:1 to Inyo and Mono Counties for 
its Owe..ns River Wate:r system. The newsp_apers prin'tec. nothing on ·ch.is. 
SCHURZ' 8 l!R08.T..T~PRESS has. a CURTAIN OF SIL..t!.""'NCE on real .newst t t~ 
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