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BOHEMI N CLUB .. 

San Francisco, Cal • 

• 
August 6, 1923 . .. 

• 
Grove Play ~ • August 18th 

~E MIDSUMMER ENCAMPME N T will cont inue until Augu 
20th, and members wishing to visit the Grove may arrange according( 

The Club activities at the Grove which ceased with the death f th 
President, will be revived during the week ending August 1 th. 

The Grove Play will be presented on the n ight of August 18~h. th 
performance commencing at 8 :15 o'clock. Notice of the distribution of 
the tickets for the Grove Play will be given later . 

)
\ I On the evening of August 17, the customary "Friday ight'" entertain- • 

ment will be given in Field Circle. 

An informal camp fire program will be given on Thursday evening. 
I 

}) 

The regular trains leave San Francisco, via Sausalito Ferry, at 8 :45 a . m. 
and l:45 p. m.; returning leave Bohemian Grove 6 :54 a. m. and 2~ p. m. 

- ;:=-A special train will leave San Francisco on Sat urday, August I 8th, at 
8: 15 a. m. going direct to the Grove. A special train will leave the Bohem­
ian Grove at 11 :00 p. m.-: t- e Grove Play- arriving in San Francisco 
about 2.:.15_ a. m. ~ ~t tl• ~ , ,-• 3 ,-~ 

Members are requested to sign and mail the ertclosed postal at t heir 
earliest convenience stating when they will arrive in the Grove. I c is i m­
perative that the office should receive replies promptly so tha t suitable 
arrangements may be made. 

The privileges heretofore extended to guests to visi t the Grove and 
Grove Play are not affected by the postponement. 

A concert will be given at the Tivoli Opera House on Friday afternoon , 
August 24th, commencing at 2 :30 o·cjock. 

_) 9 ~ '~. 
- B~ ARD OF DIRECTORS . 

~~- ~~~.:o· ,. _,, 



BOHEMIAN CLUB 

San Francisco 

The privileges of the Club are 

extended to 

11r /j_~z-e- d bP<L-'7-,t 
for two w/.ks from ~ /"'1/z J 

by request of~- 7u,. . ~~"d 

Wm. K. White, 
Secretary. 

George T. Klink, 
President. 
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TO NIGHT 
AT PIELD CIRCLE· 

AN ARIZONA EPISODE 
OF 1880 

A VERY MELLOW-MELODRAMA 
By JOHN B. FARISH 

"Which I wiah to remark and my language i. plain 
That for way• that are dark ~nd trick• that are vain 

That Heathen Chinee i• peculiar 
Which the aame I would riH to explain". 

===Cast of Characters=== 
(In Order of Their Appearance) 

CUM SING, a very Innocent Heathen Chinese 

THE SHERIFF, Brave or not, as you may determine 

MRS. WILSON, A Perfect Lady -

George Walker 

Dion Holm 

Fred McNulty 

THE PLACE-The new tent camp of Calabaza's 
8 miles from the Mexican Border Line. 

THE SCENE - Restaurant in the Interior of 
Cum Sing's Tent. 

Staged by Benj. A Purrington 

BOH(MIAN fiROV( • - -• fRIDAY NlfiHT 
AUGUST 3, 1923 

TO NIGHT 
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By ROBERT H. WILLSON.
'I'he wcrtd has neve!' witnessed

more sincere e1'l'orts In the exempli-
ftcatton of the dramatic Rrt-aeldom
more eucceearut ones-than the an-
nual 01'0'-6 plays of the Bohemian
Club. "Semper Vlrena," the play of
this year, presented last night in the
cathedral of mig h t y redwoods on the
banks or Russian River, was an-
other splendid artistic achievement.
Joe Redding wrote it. America has
few citizens as vereatue, schotartv
and human as this veteran Bo-
hemian. Henr-y K. Hadley wrote
the score and directed. He is known
In the musical world not only as a
prol1flc and successful composer, but
as a favorite conductor in symphony.
opera and concert.
The original production was set

for August 4, but was postponed to
last night on a.ccount of national
mourning for Itlresident Harding.
The added time for preparation
ebowed to advantage last night.
NOTABLE AUOIENCE.
For weeks Hadley abandoned his

other work to devote himself to the
production of the Grove play, and
delayed his departure for the east
unttl arter his music had been given.
Other members ot the club were no
1t!!'!8devoted to the purpose ot mak-
ing the production a profound work
of art. The result was sUch as to J

I
have etrmutated a sincere ndtuira-
ttcn on the part of the greatest
artteta and producers. Men ot 1lotel
like Chadwick, Ga.briio .....rtch and
Cadm~n were the most enthnsiastic

bel'S of the audience.

"Semcei- 'vtrens'' was p a.y
Own natural setting-one which no
etage Could reproduce. The story is
of the conflicts between the Rue-
etans who gained a foothold in Cali-
fornia and the early SpanIsh. r.rhe
giant forests play both real and
~ymboUcal parts.
SCOTT HAS ROLE.
Tarn.arack, old Indian chief living

;~~~~~~~~=~~~=~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ialone 1ll the forest, and be lievl nz hi
the immortality of the trees, w~ a

GR 0 V [ P L AY
big jrart, and plaY('>dby no less an

l artist than Henri Scott of the

i

;,.n/Wo,peraof Forest Metr-opolita.n and Chicago GrandOpera Comoamua. Wtth the excel-
lently trained male chorus from the
Bohemian Club the musical side of
the play held the atmosphere of an

AS S[OUOIAS
epera., , The scenic and lighting'
effects were more marvelous. The
thunderstorm in the forest the
crashing of 'he big tree that 'killed
the villain, the illumination ot a
chapel on a nearby mountain with

[ N A C 1 f A 1 E
the processional of nuns, the incar-
nation or . the trees were almost j
miraculous in their theatrical values. I
ROMANTIC MOTIF. 1
A love story introduced the neces-
ury element of romance. Ivan, a
Russian youth and sole survivor of a I
shlpwrecked crew, IS found eX-I
he.uated in the forest by purtstma.
daughter of the commandante at
Sonoma. She has fled to escape the
unwelcome attentions of Antonio
Areueuo, son 0;[ the governor of
Cattrornta. Ivan is discovered la-ter-
by Arguello and eondemned to
death. Ptn-Istma consents to marry
the Spaniard to save Ivan. She is
saved from this fate b~' the trees,
who protect the innocent.
1Vith such recognized talent in tho

cast /LS tha.t offered by WllJiam S.
Rainey, Easton Ken t, E. Courtney
Ford, Henry T. Hanlin and RIchard
M, Hotaling, there was no note of
the amateurIsh or unperfected pro-
duction.
l Ha.dley talking, not of his own parf4
lin the production, but of its genera

ISlgnlfiCanee, said It was the mos
f.'atisfa~tory thing he had ever done
He considers the Grove pja.y th
gr8latest opportunity in the wor-t
today to aim a.t artistic achicvemen
without limitations of expedien('y

f. commercial consideration or the r8.l..
• qulrements of exploitation. "
, San Francisco will have Its usual
opportunity to gath et- a few echoes
on August 24, when the m.usie of the
play will be reproduced In the an-
nlljil concert at the Tivoll Theater.

Bohemians Give Music Drama
by Hadley and Redding, Post-
paned by President's Death



tor7 of 
~rietly, this story 

The ex,och is ea rly In t he nine­
t e nth century, whe n t he Spanish 
government was in power at So­
noma, and there was v iol ent enmity 
&,;-a lns t the Russia n s, who, it w as 

... ., .................................................. . 
i 

I 5 c~~J~_P;!. 
! Fit to Rea 

......................................................... 

f eared, would overrun t h e country. 
Ivan, a R ussian yo u t h , t h e only 

11urvlvor of a :·hlpwrcc l,ed crew, 
1<lnl<s e :i:h a u11ted in the fores t and Is 
discovered b y PuriBsima, a y oung 
Spa nish i:-lrl, who has fled from the 
brutal a tt.-ntions of Antonio r­
i,;ueUo, son ot tl,. ~ov-ernor of 0;3. li­
fornla. When ,;h e rev lvc-s h im the 
love bet i•.ecn the two sprin,gs into 
b"ing. T ho a pproach of the soldier s 

:=======::;:==:;:======= Is heard , an d she obtain s a p ro m ise of p rotection for him a n d herself 
from Tamarack, an old I n d ian her-

================~ m it. When it Is l earn ed t h a t t h e 

OL LXXXIII- 0. SO 

NEW BOHEMIAN 
PLAY TRIUMPH 

OF ART, MUSIC 
"Semper Virens" Wins Place 

Among Best Ever Given 
in Club's History 

PRESENTATION IS SUPERB 

Excellently Cast, Sumptuously 
Costumed, Perfect in 

Lighting Effects 

HADLEY SCORES SUCCESS 

Stately Compo~ition, Rhythmic 
Tunefulness of Score 

Elicits Praise 

"Semper Viren•.'• the Bohemian 
Grove play of 1923, po 11 tponed two 
weeks ago out of r espect to the 
memory of the late President Ha»d­
tng was produced last night and is 
a1rr:011t uno.nlmo uslY pronounced 
worthy ot a. place In grove play bls­
torY among the three or four very 
best ones that have been given. 
Whatever individual opinion rnaY 
have to ofter jn support o! the ex­
cellences of other Bohemian achieve-t 
monta In this line. It is certain tha 
none has been quite so appropriate 
In etorY, so exccptlonallY well ca~~ 
more sumptuously costumed_ ht 
more spectacularly perfect in lig ~ 
tng effects than was the su?,er 
presentation of "Semper Viren~ding 

The story by Joseph D. Re ·t 
ts of peculiar interest In that 1

11
5 

locale is in the Immediate nelg -
borhood of the i:-rove Itself. or, a: 
announced In the printed • coPY ~ 
the play, "A redwood torest on \t: 
banks of the Ru1111ian rh•er, near 
mouth." 

Spaniards are approach in g a ll are 
filled with f ear, for 'the edict h as 
gone out decr eei ng d eath for all 
Russians fou nd on the coast. Ar­
guello a nd h is m a r a ud ing hench­
m n arrive a nd Puriss ima ls d is ­
<'O e r ed. Arguello demands t h e 
blesAing of t he p riest upon their 
union and comma nd s that t r ees be 
at once fcllPd fo r the e r ec tion of a 
c-hapel , to be <lcoicated to Sancta 
:Puri Ima Ma.rla. Dolor es and for ts 
f or p rotection again s t enemies. 
T11.m arack p rote<!<lS ~a gain s t t his 
desecra tion of t he fores t a n d de­
c l are,; that a curse will f a11 on him 
who Is g u jlty o f it. 

'l'raglc Climax 
Iva n Is discovered, e.nd, b eing a 

Ru ssian , h is 'immediate execution i s 
o rdered. As h o is b e ing led away 
to d eath Puri ,;s ima offers to become 
the wil l ing bride o ! A r g u e llo as the 
p rice o f I v an's li fc; the b a r.g a in i s 
made and t h e y ou n g Russian r e -
l eased . 

In t he ,;econd a c t T a m a rack and 
t he good Father A lte mlra are uni t_ed 
i n a. l)ond o f sympath y for Puris ­
sima. but t h e pries t ,sees n o way out 
of the :!< ituation ord a ined by th~ 
oat h of th e church and the decre.e 
o f th e governor. . 

The d evil ish Arguello exposes his 
p e rf id y ln a s oliloquy as f ollows: 
'Tba t Russian Romeo ne-r~l' r eached.tile coa~t ; 
MY hencbmei> •aw to it ; they tripped b1m 

Jo the dark , I d) 
(Placin!! bl• band upon hiK po gnar 

.And th!• little rogue ga..-e him the coup de 

gra ce . a dfRb ot caTiare; 
~~; i~ri :•!~a;"~l~r~~:~. still coo! their heels 

. f m1 brain I ,..,11 allow 
i1'n 1!:d1,:~~~ 1o "orldly ;,,attcr of more 

Import; h llicd priests and haggard 
'rbcse l1ca \~y . t 

monksow fnto substance by mystic sign; 
Turn shad Jth the wltleos multitude, 
Tb•Y juggle i"' h I with superstitious sweat. 
.And reek the rd tha rlgnoranco yield to self• 
What power o 

Imposed thy bastard child ls 
Authority I Ignorance , 

fear; i tl:J patter · lt suits 
I'll coz•n to the pr ••• the blatene.st of all, 
)l[:r pJ•u•- WRtCh :m ~,1 •bsolnt!OD take. 
111u:mble n,y orison; a• • . 

oft Ortr,ga.'s loms 
This dainty •!lee ~romTodaY she's mine 
:rs worth a festlvt ;,.te &Jl appetite 
To teed upon a;ded lusty Spanish don•. 
:Born of an bnn r Jo ,.1<10 to 11n!n, 
'They ••Y that pJeasurclt to me and then 
MY bride •hall prove 

again. s with feastin1s' 
The festival begi~l as an assault 

and dancing, as w:ello calls for the 
upon the trees . Ar~he ceremon:v. but 
priest to performleads with him to 
the good man. P from her hateful 
release Purlss1~,a a feast would be 
bargain. as su I t the wlll of God. 
an oCfence aga !1 s h replies that 
Arguello, In tnutnP 'r fallen trees 

a phalan:c O t t the between . 'de will moun o 
he and h1S brd1 In her honor. 
cha el crecte 

The scene dark en s and a storm 
of thunder and lightning breaks 
Ar-guello mounts the h!llside to joi,; 
his comrades but Tamarack the old 
Indian. faces him and a~nounces 
that l\fa.rtltou has Invoked the wrath 
of heaven again s t h im, and he 
grovels a t the feet of the priest 
'I'he cloud passes and Purissima en~ 
~ers on the arm or her fa th e r. Ar­
'."' u e llo takes new courage and, rush. 
mg up th e hi1l s lde, orders t he d e­
~truc t1on of ~he fo r est to begin. 

'1.~a r a ck again calls fo r the pro­
frct ,_o n of hc-aYC'n. -..·h en th~re com es 
~ - ~i ld <' r a,;J, r, f t hunder: there is 1 . 
"\d , ,a,sh o r l i.<;bt ing acroEs t he 

sk y , one of the giants of the forest 
falls and crus hes Arguello to death. 

Th e old priest llfts Purlssima to 
her f eet and declares that it ls the 
act of God; that she was never in­
t ended to drink the bitter cup of 
life, and her only refuge Is to be­
come a daughter of the church. The 
chapel bursts forth Into a blaze of 
light and Father Altemlra leads 
Purlsslma toward it. The appari­
tion of Ivan appears and for a mo­
ment causes Purissima to hesitate. 
It disappears and ehe proceeds up 
to the chapel In a radiant Illumina­
tion of heaven and earth. The old 
Indian Is left alone In the forest. 
As the Illumination dies away, he 
enters his tepee and closes It. Man­
itou and the treh have answered 
his prayer. 

Mn• le I • Feature 
The luridly dramatic stoty !11 

tersely told In so far as Its dialogue 
Is concerned, but the llttonger fea­
tures of It are presented In music 
tor "Semper Vireos" ls more opera 
than drama, and It l11 the music, 
composed by Henry Hadley, that 
lifts "Semper Vlrens" out of the 
crucible of criticism and places it 
In a commanding po&ltlon among 
the best of its preclecessors. This 
music la probably the best ever yet 
composed for a Bohemian Grove 
Play, and In some places approaches 
true musical grandeur, while In 
oth ers, the ballet for Instance, It Is 
full of that tuneful rhythm that one 
hears to learn at once. 

The cast of "Semper Vlrel'ls" Is 
admirable, which la all the n1ore 
worthy of praise because it la dis• 
fJnc t.J.y an operatic one, with the 
excePtl.1'>.n of the villa inous Ar.uello. 
plllJ(ed 'VK!th true tragic power by 
Bohe la'Si notable thespian , Richard 

Jli, Rota.' -<.:g:..•-----~ ...... ----
Pags O~s I 

1 rprise of the 
Perhaps the rea su dltlon 

performance wa~ the ~lne :e~ole of 
of the all too brief en; William 
Ivan, the young Russian, Y I e<l a 
S. Rainey, who has dev~ oi An­
voice of great pow"r a nd

1::S ~otable. 
other success, scarcely role of 
was the exacting s~~~;n~ung and 
Purlssima, very cap 

d b Easton Kent. 
acte Y f the Metro-

Henri Scott, basso o was simply 
polltan Opera Co1I'i~a:~•d pictorially 
magnificent voca H T Hanlln was 
as Tamarack. and . . Padre A'lte• 
almost as effective as Ford also 
mlra. while E. Co~~~~:nte of the 
scored as the com 
Sonoma mission. 

Production I • TrlUDlPh F 

The lighting bef!:c;:t ~;eti'; Bo~ 
Coyle were thte fi:est theater. and 
hernia's grea f hi and Her­
two startllng ,eff~ctsl 01ng 

9 
were the 

bert Schmidt a ev: redwood tree 
felJlng of tfhell ,rhrt~ng and the ap-
bY a bolt o g I f the spirit of van. 
parltlon o 
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