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- M¢ memovandum’ WHD,52% ‘and ¢ &
j 1962 "pef o1y - : 7. {
Kpp? LoBLieh 18 horoby made for the allocati
Blonal £450 for the establishment of the-

8% La%e Kociags,  The amotint of £f
1961/62 was spent mainly on the a¥

Lt that the 0fficors an® mest of the
L SE10Y 1lving in the firat shaelks whish :
Ly T tite yesr apo, - :

ondeaveir is belng made to ohtaln.

EN8 Fundsfor the Statlisn; but =9 advised { ot
$70 18" véey 1ittle hope of getting any large amowat,
A% 18 my. imtentlon of sosting & marpled /i
“uaks Ropiage In the near futuse snd.a suftable s
of Primary izportance. : LT

4

I“ox; your advi~e, please,
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A/Distriet @fficer,
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l.ﬂp our knovledge of the extmmt of the aopui
attitude at procent seans to ‘,.r “,y good

Mr stage mcotm-uh.n ce

o or to before us all 8 ave
the habit of set mlna. f iclials
village level extension of the Admint :
‘ w the effective control
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/ o Wrrocet Office,
deau‘rn qighlands District,

The Director,

DoErtmont of Native Affa
L
Fatrol Report L.V .M' - Lake Koplago

Sub-Dasrict - kKr, D, Permezeal,
A/A.D, 0.

Altached pleas:: find the abovementioned

' This raport covers the first seven months
et ration of the Adm nistrative Post at Lake xaptagc ;
, )111 be the last of its kind ir. the Western y

A st:ict. The area. which has be.ghnndp into
’{;' : most tinhosgiubl elgm
8 2 n ¢ deep steep sided valleys can!'od \tith
crys’ ’tﬂ stone, limectone sinz-hole country and
large areas of swamp., Although the diary does not show
1:! the travels of Mr. Permexval, and. Mr. 0'Brien since

ve been most arduous,’ They are to be

coa:ﬁgihlatcd upon their efforts,

The Lake Koplago ‘Sub-mstrict, although not
rat properly delineated, 1 probebly have as its eastern
boundary that line laid down Dy the recent recommendations
for.restricted aree horder, i.e. "from Mount Roebuck in
the Sepik/Strickland Divide south to thejunction of the a
Pagls and Lagaip Rivevs, thence urstream to its source,
thence by a straight line South t» the Papua/T.N.G. . border
near Koroba", Patrols from Lal : Kopiago and “orgera will
‘in the pear future, after investigating tribal affiliations
and topography, come to agreement on a commou border.
Therefore Kophgo Sub-District will be in the vicinity of
1,100 square miiles in exteat.

Since the writing of this report the Alrstrip
has been completed to Category D requirements, and is now
awaiting inspection by the District Airport Inspector
before being opened to traffic. An egpormcus amount of
work has been done in the past nine months constrmicting
this airstrip becaucze of the poorness of the clay sub-soil
and a swampy arca some 5C0 feet in e¢xtent® towards the
southern end. Although the lengtn is available to bring
the airstrlp up to Category A standard, it is doubtful
whether tre strip surface would pe sufficiently strong.
To capleto the strip to Category 3 will take some consid- A
erable effart and, because cf the small populat’on in the
area who have done an excellent job so far, it is recomm- i |
ended that funds be mace availadle to pay for the work, “

All Officers and men on the station are still
living in the first gnartes which were buiit when the N
statlon was opened. I.e iforks Supervisor will be visiting E 1

00/2.
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Koplago very shortly to advise on ways .and means of

rapidly nu¢1d1n5 up the station, out because of the paucity
of Minor New sorks funds, it is not expacted that he will'
be in a position to do very much. An additional <450

is requested on Estab ishment of Patrol Post vote for
1962/23 to bring our full allocation to £1,500.

The native situation in the area is as good
as can be expected. Th2 extreme keeness for the establishe-
ment of a station evinced by the Koplago nztives to last
vears patrol has, as is usual, faded with the onset of
regimentation and work, It will no doubt be revived
with the opening of the airstrip and the provision of
services and economic opportunities.

This patrol has proved tvhat there ia not
a large population in the Sub-District. Iggd;rgviaul
estimates Lave »een reduced by a further 1 e “1vie
lack of popula m has, &nd will in the future, restrict
the rar‘d adve ment of the area. ‘

'upon the Airstri beeamng ops
tbhat the headmen Irom the area

.  Besides being some smail rec omp
@y have done it would be good for m
f Approwel for eight headuu is'k

_The District Medieal Officer hu M
approachod in an endesvour to have a Medical Auistant
made available to amccompany future patcola 11; the area,
hmta. yaws tn appears a necessi

the shortage. dical staff in the Di ct
thought that much wul come of this roquut.

The District Zducation Officer has b. ,
advised cf the necessity for a Station Sc!bol t@ ‘
and reguested to grant it priority. 4

A closer inspection of the lanh at to? ¢ ik

bas shown that agricuiltural pctential is not as

as first thought. As all patrols in this Dis

now being accompanied by an Extension Officer from :
Agriculture there should be no aifficulty in obuinﬁ.ns
an expert survey in the near future,

, The report is well written and ex‘l’,raul.y
interesving.

but unless additional funds are received this is u.nnko
until the new finanzial year.

Camping Claims have bezn passed for f
y

(RQS. B : .,” V
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WHD, 324,
District Office
i e

The Director

DoErtunt of Hative Affairs,

ratrol Report L.X, 1/1961-62 - Lake Kopiago
Sub-District - Mr, D, Perme~=al,
A/A.D, G,

Attached please find the abovementioned
report,

report covers the firct seven months
t:l.ca or the Administrativi Post at t.ah m
:: éut&zzuuun ,

u-p-uuht upen their efforts.

Sub-District, although )

opL2gs sub-bisrins wial be 54 the viekadly of

1,100 square in extent.

: 8ince mmuuortn- report ﬁmm’
been mplot.-d to Category D requiremen
inspection by the Distriet Alrport Ium

awvai
Gats bas-beda’ fone 15Uk Jus¥ nias nobihe: soas Pusting
and a

:

trip because of the uormammu

R R
ﬁbd.nhivtv hhmorrl -

trip surface c!.uuy strong.
To cuploto ﬂu strip to Catagory B vﬂl take eonsid-
erable effort and, becauce of the g:nll on in the
avea vho have done an excellent job so it is
ended that funds be made availa cbm

All Officers and men on the station are still
living in the first quarters which were tmilt when the
station was opened. T e Works Supervisor will be visiting

3
v,
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The Director, Department of Native Affairs. 11th June, 1962,
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= mta. to mt’t priority. ik 8
A& closer 'nspection of the at

bhas that ammmum potential lj.:g't “W

as t thought., As all patrols.in this District are

noy baing accompanied by an Extension Officer frem ,

Agriculture there should be no difficulty in obtaining

an expert survey in the near future, , .
The report is well written and extremely ;

interesting.

Cam Claims have been passed for m:
¥1% unless additional funds are received this is 1y
until the nev financial year.
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DIARY OF THE PATROL.

40th July, 1961.

1100 hrs. the writer departed KOROBA tc¢ begin movement
to LAKE KOPIAGO and there join A.D.0. Mc.Bride at new station site.
Approximately three tons of stores to be carried in with the patrel,
to be ferried in short stages with the sssistance of aative population
28 route. Rest houses to be built at suitable points along main triuk
to KOPIAGO. Small portion of supplies shifted first day to PIANGONCA
vhere patrol camped 1430 hre.

AAthe July.

Commenced ferrying of stores from KUROBA to PIANGONGA
with the holp of tha MUGUA, KOBERA and KUNWIA groups., Began the con~
.truottu! o1 a rest house and patrol accomodatisn at PIAHGOIQA.

- A2%ke = 14%h. July.

All stores »aved ar far as FIANGONGAbY the 14th,
rnt bouse completed. Patrol visited by A.D.0. Desailly fros
ou the 124h. | s

" " Departed PIANGONGA 0900 ars with main part ot mm
1"3};&{""" Crossed TUNBUNU River to WIANU 1045 hrs, Proceeded -
‘through

'a!aﬁgjnigrvtﬁ'llllkct.

. Reiurned IANDAGA to nuporviao nayc-.nt of stores on £
m,’&dunurrym-tm Back %o mmmmm

e D00 1ef% HITANA for XERABO 6730 :~c. ou the 17th. Arrived
1100 bhrs loina ¢learing of rest house site and the construction of
M%ﬂ ar Awhtomo of cargo.

Returned IANDAGA from KERABO, arriving 1230 hrs. Ferry-
1:3 of all stores over this e not yet completed. Constructed rough
tr aocﬁaolaticn at IAND Carrisrs despatched back to WIAMU.
e 3
Zn&n¢.=2115;.inlz

ISLE AL
7 Back to KERABC on the 20th. All :slores at KERABO by
21st, Much difficuwlty in obtaining carriers over this last stage.

- KERABO rest house completed by 21st.

<5
-2214..£xi!¢
e 7 o ‘

':,m..'

Patrel departed XERABO 0830 hrs. with first upl;ft of
ato;uu. Recrossed TUMBUDU River 1145 hre and climbed to PONGCRAIYE,
urn:’tng 1230 hrs, Mede camp,.

: Began construction of rest house at PONGORAI!E and the
tltwvang of atoree between KERA&O and here.

% .9 o

A

o Wi o

£ g e AW g S
p X .

TUMBUDU Valley to HITANA. Ca-pod 1430 hra, 1otr£a¢
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)IARY (Cont.)

=

24tn, - 27th, July.

Encaaped PULCORAIYE. Supervision of further movement
of stores and building of patrol accomodation. All lcads o PONGCRAIYE
by 27th. and portien sent on ahead to KOPIAGO. Arrival of 100 carriers
from KOPIAGC on 27th. to assist movement of patrol.

th, July.

Departed PONGORAIYE o300 hrs. for LAKE KOFIAGO,
1ifting all remaining cargo. Most of this transported to station site
by late afterroon. Hemainder as far as DOLCA rest house in KOPIAGO
bagin.

£9th, July.
Ferrying of all stores and movement of all patrol
personell through io KOFIAGO station site completed by mid-afteraocn.

3Q%ha, July - 17th, August.

This period spent at station site together with A.D.O.
Hc.Brido an%il 3rd., August when lir., Mc,Bride departed to patrol the
AUWE valley and escort the District Officor from KOROBA %0 xnrzaaq
T™e time spent on station sccupied with the clearing ef rain fo
over the airetrip site and 1ts approaches for a lenght of one
and the erection of native material quarters for police aud otaiion
person¢ll. Second airdrop of rations roceived l4ih. Augus*, the firsi
having boea made on the 26th. July.

Distriect Officer, hr., 5.M. Foley, aecCompanied by
E.M.A. Carra of Mt. Hagen arrived ¥YOFIAGC station site 18%th, Aug. and
remained until 20th. Inspection of initial work carried out to aate
and discussions held pertaining to tne establishment uf the station
and tho development! of the area in general,

22nd. August.
: The writer departed base camp tc patrol west side
of KOPIAGO basin and lower TUMSUDU valley to obtaimn labour {or assist-

ing in construction of airstrip. Camped WANECE &t lake-side following
two hour walk and preapared to assemble natives of nearby groups.

22rd, Augusv.

Patroi encamped at WANFGE., Names taken nf those

memvers of HUGUNI and BITAMU groups who appeared at camp and work group
organized.

24tbh, August.

Patrol left Lake camp 0720 hrs. for KARENF, centre

of the DOLOA group. Arrived (0§30 hrs. and began name take. A better
ettendance here than previous day. &

25 Eh. Ag!. . -
Departed KARENE 0730 hrs. Continued around west side & :
of basin then over divide range to PONGOKAIYE in the TUMBUDU valley. )
arriving 1200 hrs. Camped rest house and called for groups to appear

next morning.

26th August.

Names listed of members of BATAKE Group but mors %o
come. Proceeded to KURIKURI 100C hrs., one hour distant. Count made of &
ENOCKANI group, not all of whom appeared. Continued cn to XERABC 12C0 =
hrs. arriving 90 minutes later. Camped KERABO rest house. 7

e >
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DIARY. (Cont.)

27th, - 28tn. August.

ratrcl at XERABQ making names lists for TIPARIA
and HAKAI groups. Here, As in each place, the assistance sought &
these people in the huilding of the KCPIAGO station and cirattt) Cll
vork parties organizec though responss rather pcor, ;

; ?.atg‘ A!ggst.

Depar.ed KERABO 0700 hrs to continue the patrel
ncrth along TUMEUDU valley. Arrived AKOPIPIELA 1300 hrs after liﬁﬁﬂl‘
names of two small groups, the YAKUNI and HAREKE, en routo.‘Clij
made on right bank of TUMBUDU river.
20th, August.

______
Xt

A small group. the PORONI, listed bofor.
departed AKOFIPIELA 0900 hre for WASAGO, further al

Arrived here 1300 hre. Made camp and listed t:e IAGIII ‘1’&}
afternoon.

2lst, August.

Patryl departed WASAGO 073C hra tbt't!tllam
base caip, Crossed over saddle in main renge snd desecemded

basin, Continued on to asrive at stati-m cite 1200 hras.,
this first short patrol of part of the TUMDUDU.

m._:_ma.m_t:nn
‘ Both nff}cor: r;painnd at etation s

thie period, organizing the first of the volaatary 1rbour
and cont vith the clearing and marking out of the a
preparatory to Dept. of Civil Aviation survey, rrae

2 £ .

Mr, W. Forster, Distriect Airport Ins
arrived base camp &th September and in the following two da
the survpy and design of the KOPIAGO aivstrip, to ns firs
length of 2,200 feet.

1ith, September.

A.D.O, Mc.Bride, Kr. Forster and the writer,
together with a party of KOPIAGO natives, departed base caay 1100 brs |
to begin walk to KORCBA, there to emplame for Mt. Hagen. Mr. Me.Bride .
leaving KOPIAGO to return to LATAGAM, the writer to accempany KOPIA
Wetives on visit to Mt. Hagen over Show psriod, Cllp nnde at
WERETEGAE 1600 hrs., in the PAGA area.

12th, September.

Patrol departed WERETEGAE camp 0%79 hrl. Continl.l
throught AUWE basin to KAGAGA, in the PWIENA areu, and camp made
here at 1600 hrs,

13%h, September.

&

From KAGAGA at 0730 hrs, patrol moved south to
AIYAGORI on the Papuar border then to KUNANTA in the KOROBA Sub-Dist-~
riet to make camp at 1500 hrs.

J4th, Septemtar.

Left KUNANDA 6300 hrs. Crossed over PARU divide
range to arrive at kon9BA station 1100 hrs, Arrangements made for
movement by aircraft to Mt. Hagen, via Tari of the patrol party.

ioth September -~ 2nd, October.
This period speat at Mt. Hagen District Head-

quarters.
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BIARY. (Cont.)
2rd, October.

The writer, with party of KOPIAGO natives returnmed
from Mt., Hagen by aircraft, arrived KORCBA 1100 hrs. Departed 1300
hrs. to begin walk back to LAKE XOPIAGO. Arrived PIANGONGA rest
house 1630 hrs. and camped.

48h,~6th, Qotober.

At PIANGONGA awaiting airival of Mr. K. O'Briem e
Patrol Officer, coming from ir. Hagen ov later aircraft. Nr. 0') on

joined the writer at PIANGONGA on the 6th., bringing further t
from Mb. Hagon.
Ith.-9%h.0ctober.

These three days speat in walking to LAKE me ‘
from PIANGONGA, ferrying stoies at the same tine, Caups made at
nnno and !IAIWOIGA en route.

L
[

Both Officers together on station, supervising the
rvu'tnr clmm of tho airstrip Jite and station area,

“%.% " Ynhe eriter departed station G30CQ hras to 'y out
,mmtokhu Gorge, with view to contacting po on in
\rea and finding possible site for bridging SWW

)4 PADWA range imnediaiely west of sta.ion and ariived
ave after crossing TUMBUDU River. From hers continued on %o
K BIGR Wnrlooking the NAUWE valley. Camp made here 1600 hu.

(e

"5
De ed TIKIRIGE comp 0730 krs. Frop here \hc rol
moved (on thc N valley to PUGAIPIRE, cn area occupied b; Ay
ARUNI greup. AS 1300 hrs began descent to Strickland Gorm. olleaw-
%:M  hed of YAUWINANA Creek. Camp made 1770 hfs. el G
a “above gorge and near junction of YAUWINANA Creek nu §
S%rickland River.

18th, Qetober.

Patrol left ARANGAPO, in kunai grascland, and desc
abruptly to the Strickland River, at point near YAUWIKANA Croek,
Observations made < river level waich eppeared to ve at low point,
A Pvim across %o the Sepik side of the river successfully atteampted
by Const. KONIA. River at thiepoint about 300 feet in widti, but
fast flowing. Its southern reaches scouted for abcut two siles and
patrel returnsd to make camp on YAUWINANA Creek.

w-

Deaparted river-side camp 0730 hrs. Ascended east
nido of Gcrgc for approximatelt 3,000 feet to make camp iu bushland.
Carried owt further observations of the area from higghts above 5 2

rge, Bush camp made at LAUGAGO 140C hrs. Patrol contacted a hand- B ‘

of natives from the YERU group. B
20th, Octover. i
Patrol left bush comp 0730 hrs. Moved south along '

upper escarpment of Gorge, through trackless kunai and forest area.

uttlo progress made here ard no .urther population in evidence and
no visible acceass to lowe; Lerge. Camp uade at S0KOGO Creek 1500 brs. '8

2188, Qotober. '8
Left carp on SOKOGO Creek and returned to prvious

camp 2ite at YAUWENANA Creek. Patrol visited by some nf the few

natives living on the upper fringe of the Gorge. Further investigat-

4

f‘t’ﬁnl‘"‘»‘ e S st
o

¥ 'w}"i
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BIARY. (Cont.)

218t, October (cont.)

~-ions made for bridge site in vicinity of YAUWESANA Creek which seens
most likely locatioen,

22nd, Ockober.
Patrol departed camp oSoohrs. and moved upstrean
to TUMBUDU jumotion. Exemined this area before following up

% ightly populated area 3,000 feet above gorge. M .ﬂt
at 1400

2554, Dot ’ ¢

The patrol droke camp 0700 hrs and unt
TUMBUDU valley, througn demse rain fomt and later mlong r
to the KENA ion., From here follovwed the LENA River mtm to
arrive at KOPIAGO station 1700 hrs.

‘. . Remained at stat:on. Fiame made o att rs
; nd unr airdrops of ropee and i
)nmn oas made to retu-n to S ‘2!'!1&1&5 Goi
vﬁh lll’”. 0 i8¢

e e T ioth 0fficers departed KOPIAGO 0‘?30
:fm. bﬂl nu and TUMBUDU Rivers to YAGUM onnpei Soi

' " Left WAGUN camp 073C hrs and descended to TW
m ction. Patrol made camp YAUWESANA creek snd .
site for b ‘some short uotm« south of the junctiom ¥ tho

creekwith the mucn.un River. i
l o o ll i i ‘Patrol begsn bridging of river. Constables KONIA,
ASUL made first crossing of river ‘a log
with “’- G "attached. This followed by fnrtﬁor 1ines un®il” the
mﬂ‘ cane lize xmllod agroes and gecured both sides.

Wes : : Thece six days spen’ at bridge site during constr-
uction of cane suppension bridge across STRICKLAND River, Mr. 0°“riem
lert Patrol on 3rd. to return KOPIALO.

. Remainder of patrol departed Gorge 090C hrs affer
oonphuem of tridge. Followed up YAUWENAMA Creek tc KWARINI. Camped
here 1400 nras.

348, November,
by Fatrol returmed from KWARINI to KOPIAGO via
ruumum and HORALE . Arrived statioa 1700 hrs.

Bo*n Officers at station. Preparations made by Nr,
0'EBrien for patrol to the AUWE and upper PORE wvalleys.

Duriig this period the writerremained at KOPIAGH,
eccupied with the further esiablishment of the statior. Mr. 0O'Brien
meanvhile carried out a patrol througih the PAGA, HEMBE, PWIENA, b
hAUJINDA and WANCA areas of the AUWE and PORE valleys, conrducting g
a rough ceasus of population and mscertaining group localities. W

8
i 8
¢
1

e eriiliig

SRS i« -




4 \ e F i)
.

;a‘ﬁi#

AT

@i .
S R
PR TN RGN W ¢
.

Page 6.
DIARY. (Const.)

20th, MNovember - 9th, December.

Coatinuation of airatrip construction aad
erection of additional station accomodation main work during this
period. From the 29th, November to the Sth. Dedcember Mr. O'Briem
conducted a patrol o the KOPIAGO basin, visiting all grow ;:'nﬂ
obtaining population figures as well as organizing labour
at the station,

AQti, December.

The writer departed station 1100 hra to "C‘. i
patrol to LAIACAM through area due east of KOPIAGO. Ascended M%, 16
immedintely to the rear of station., From here followed dowe TERA
Creek to PIRI garden area of the DILINI group, st head of wide basim
dropping awvay to § PARU valley. Camp made at 1950 nrs. o WS S

Alth, December.
' Patrol departed PIRI 0730 hrs. Centinaed
donse rainforest to MARI River at 1000 hrs. and :
m». an unpnpulated bush area above PORE ainf.

1300 hl:q

% i@ u *. % Broke camp U700 hrs. PORE River rnchod x inute
latar, Patrol erected temporary bridge across PORE River fe” |
ment of ers ard began climb up eastern side of
QQN ‘population encountered at AIANDA M e

& - beparted AIANDA 0700 hrs., Patrol follM Qor“ hﬂ- ~
ot WW River through heavily forested and broken terraim to 0
Pw on TINGA Creek, ovorlooking the LOGAIYU River. oy
1500 ‘brs. Patrol visited by groups ‘rom far side of L

1488, J ber. 43
. 4 =" PAtrol left FURAKARI 0700 hrs. Proceeded north over
divide ri to UREI Valley then further east to crocs the river ~
itself . made ut spot above river 1330 hrs. Ko poﬂhuqtl

tau upper setion of TREI valley.

Ra (% S Departed bush camp in UREI valley 0700 hrs. Ascended
main l‘ll‘l to east of river and reached Luke KAIANO® 1030 .ars, at
elevation of 8,000 feet, From here decended to UGA river, weste:n
tributary of the PAIEIA. Crossed over 1300 hrs and made eip at
IELATINI among fimst of the PAIELA population. Patrol given a good
reception here and arple foof brought in,

16th, December.

Petrol ceparted YELATINI 0700 hrs. 1} hours to
KOMOGA river, then downsiream to its junction with the PAIELA. Here :
trol stoprped for further 90 minutes to construct rough bridge acros.

@ PAIELA. Climbed from river gorge to IIOROMBE. Camped here 1530 hrs.

17th, December.

Patrol moved off from KORCMBE 0700 hrs. Crossed
numerous tridbutaries of the PAIELA in following a N.E. bearing to
vammit of the PATELA- PORJERA divide range. Head of rangc not reached

util 1530 bra, and cemp made at altitude of 9,500 f.ot in pouring
\in,

e Fgcgbo;.
From bush camp at top of range, patrol descended ¢o
uppor PORGERA River. Crossed at 1000 hrs then on to XAGAI Creek

\tﬁ hrs. Arrived PORGERA Patrol Post 1330 nrs. Patrol overnight
) ion.

. : ; -
A i i Y M2 : S
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%_. DIARY. (cont. ) .
R 2" B
{ — 19th, Yecember. 4 '*;-.f
, : Depurted PORGERA statiom 0330 hrs. Followed around | & ool
| I gt upper slopes of valley, partly along new walking track, to TIPININI e O
. rest house, ~.rriving here 1230 krs. Patrol camped. o B
i 20th, “ecember.

From TIFININI at Q700 hrs., patrol ascended main
range separating PORGERA and LAGAIP valleys and continued through
further rainforest to arrive at TUMUNDAN in the LAGAIP valley. Camn
made here at 1330 krs.

2lat, December.

Patrol left TUMUNDAN rest uouse 0700 irs. Followed
up LAGAIP valley via MURITAGA to LAIAGAM station. Patrol met here at
1500 hrs. by A.D.0. Mc.Bride. All Laiagam labour from KOPIAGo with
the patrol paid off on arrival LAIAGAM. Several of the patrol police
rejoined wives and fomilies at Laiagam, for Christeas bresk.

2204, December - 18t, January. 2hs 8

: ~he writer spent this period at LAIAGAM and at Kt.
HAGEN over Christmas and liew Year. At KOPIAGO, frcm the 22nd.
to the 1Ast, January, Mr. O'Erien patrnlleod fron KOPIAGO to
and return via the TUMBUDU and AUWE valleys, carrying out :

... . 'The writer departed LAIAGAM station %o hegin returm :
valk to Lake KOPIAGO, the patrol accompanied by a umber of LATAGAN n& @
natives recruited for work st XOPIAGC. Arrived KFPILAM rest house 4
1600 hrs and camped.

: ' Patrol left KEFILAM 0730 hrs. Followed up LAG iy
valley and crossed over main range to KIAKAU in the LAI valley of
the KA!DI: area., Camped reet house 14C0 ars,

4%h, Jenuary.
2 _ Main section of patrol departed KIAKAU 0745 ara. for
TELYETES, ti.e writer detoured to KANDEP Patrol Post %o colle«t
.:Q;ticnnl patrol rations. Arrived 123C hrs. and reaain.d overnight
at station.

2%k, January.
) Left KANDEP patrol post 0900 ars, and rejoined patradl o 3
at TELYETES with extra police member and stotes from KANDEP, 1530 hrs., oy

Departed TELYETE30745 hrs. with assistance from local
carriere, Crossed over LAI river, Arrived LONGAP 0930 hrs. From here
ascended LAI-WAGE divide range to high grassland aree, then down ?
to IMAPIAXA in the upper WAGE valley, Camp made 1600 hrs. Almost tLe e 7
entire population of tnis are. absent, after recent frost damage, and B k §
no native foods available to patrol.

Patrol departed IMAPIAKA 0%30 hrs. Asendedd main range |
to west of WAGE valley and continued through alpine grassland and o
broken bush areas to reach the ANDABARE River at 1230 hrs. Followed

wp this river in N.W, direction through pen grass valley to make

bush camp 1600 brs., at elevation 9,500 feet. r |

Left bush camp 0700 hrs. Crossed over an intermidiate
range and traversed a further extent of graesland in vicinity ef }
DOMA peaks. Began descent down range 100C hrs through tushland to o
upper TAGARE River. Mede camp river bank 1400 hrs in heavy rain,
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DIARY. (Cont.)

B 98h. January
‘B Left bush camp 0700 hrs at FAGAKE River., Proceeded
Ei until 1000 hrs before reaching the open country of the TARI basin.
Followad along vehicular road turough eastern side of basin to arrive
at TARI station 1400 hrs. Patrol overnight at TARI.

Patrol police and carriers proceeded along main road
to KOROBA., The writer covered this section by vehicle from tARI.
All personell at KOROBA station by 1830 hrs.

W’ :':-',’;* ol
Patrol departed from KOROBA at 1000 ars. for last ,aqepu' i e

;E!uu#ﬂﬂ‘“?

Y

T o R

of return walk to KOPIAGO. Camped PIA GONGA rest house 1330 hrs.
additional carriers despatched from 1 (PTAGO to assist the pazrdl.

g %
patrol left PIANGONGA 0730 hrs. Tnroagh to KERABO rest
honle via HAIENENDA, arriving 1330 hrs. Camped.

Dop‘rtod KERABO 0830 hra. Patirol oontinnod o gaat bt TP i
w,!ﬂ'}~h‘“80 $o tho KOPIAGO dasin. Arrived station 1630 .ce.

¥ ‘cié

- g ¥ wb\ a
lpth Otficoro together on statioa. thn anin ulrﬁirip

rk nov begun following recoipt of itrvtyar'o plans.
oll pegged and first cuts started. -

,nx‘. O'Brien departed station 2Gth. for xomu 4o Pbti

Q~!"1ﬁl Fi}l Unit and provide them with escort to KOPIAGO., aArrived
» back at station 30th. January. Supervision o>f airstrip construction
carried out by vrttor.

Py

A ’ o

v Durins this period the C'wealth Film Unit remained at
KOPIAGO oarrying owt their filming assignmemt. doth 0ffiders engaged
1g.aqq;llna¢ the Unit and at the sane time proceeding with airstrip
” b.\,'f :

- .b .

Prom the 9th - the 11th Feb, the writer accompanied
the Filw Unit on the return trip to KOROBA. From the 13th. to the
16th. the return journey made to KOPIAGO, escorting R.T.C. Technician
back to station with radio equipment for installation at KOPIAGO.

w_mb

R.T.C. Technician at XOFIAGO until 20th. Departed
with.nr. 0'Brien for return to KOROLA, arriving there 2:/nd. Mr. O'Brien |
continued by aircraft to Mt. HAGEY to speud field break 2t District
Headquarters,

231d, Pebruary -~ 2nd, lMareh.

“

2 N S R

; ¥

PR PN

e

e

During this period the wtiter conducted a short patrol
to the LWE valley for the pupose of carrying out furtaer pogulaticn
chacks; to begim conrtruction of rest houses, and to organize labour
for work at KOPIAGO. Patrol visited the PAGA, HE!DBx, XEWE and PWIENA
grouns in the AUWE basin and the WANGA group on the near side of
the PORE valleybefore returning to KOPIA¢Q station on the 2nd. Narch,




ANTBODUCTION:

This report covers the period of activity from
July, 1961, to the emnd of February, 1962, duruf the initial stages
of the establishment of Lake KOPIAGO Patroli Post. This post, loce
in the vestern extremety of the Western Highlands District, mow
isters an area of approximately 3,000 square miles, the largest
segaent of Hestrictel Area remeining within the District, It is for
the most part a Highland regiom with altitudes ranging from 1,000
feet at the Strickland Jorge to the highest parts of the
Mc.Nicoll Ranges at 11,000 feet. It is an area of successivs .
stone ranges heavily forested, swift flowing rivers and small basins
and valleys supporting scattered groups cf primitive tion, Its
boundaries are, to the south, the Territerial border whioch lies
the Southern Highlands District of Papsa, to the web$ the Stri
River and the Xotufa River bordering the Seyik .istrict, to the
the hign Central Ranges, and in the east it exteands to Lake >
the westera limit of the Lagaip Sub-District.

S SRR R e S

The region was first pementrated %y Taylor's asd
Black's Hagen - Sepik Patroel of 1939. Ian more rec at years, from
onward, parts of the area were visited by yatr~ls from ~in the
Southern Highlands District but it was mot until mid-1960 shat an
exrtcasive patrol from LAIAGAM, corductod by I.McBride, ,:._
out a proper investigation of the area as a whole. At
was still part of the Lagaip Sub-Pistrict and f{Jllowing 3
Mo.Bride’'s patrol the decision vas made to establisk & post at ,
near Lake KOPIAGO from whish the eantire areacould de b ,
administrative comtrol. Accordingly, im Jume, 19€1, Nr. Nc.Bride ret-
urned to the area and selected the present statiom site at Lake
KOPIAGO for development and since that date the weork of establishing
the post bhas proceeded.

Mr, Moc.Bride remained at Lake KOPIZG0 until mid -
Septembver, 1961, before returning to LAIAGAN. He had bdeen jui in
July by the writer and in October Mr. K.O0'Byioa, Pasrel Officer,
was posted as a second Officer to staff tho new pust. On the 23rd,
of October, 1961, the KOPIAGO Administrative ares was separated froam
the Lagaip Sub-District to become another 3Sub-District withim the
Western Highlands.

In the past seven months, apart from the necessary
work coanected with the building of a station and the construction of
an airatrip, both officers have at the same tire carried out a number =
of patrels through the area, visiting most of the populated parts, ' 1

the main exception being the remotc HEWA region aleng the LAGAIP Riwer
which has yet to be extemsively patrolled. FNumerous escort yatrols
between KOROBA and KOPIAGO have also been under”.kem, This route has
served as the line of communication and 8%, 1y fer the nev statien

a8 KOROBA provides the nearest airstrip, av a caxrying distance of
four day's walk.

In August, 1961, the rew station was visited by the
District Officer, Mr. S.M.Foley accempsmnied by Mr, B.Carra, E.M.A.,
wvalking in from KOROBA. Then followed the arriva) of the Distriect
Airport Inspector, Mr.B.Forster, in September. At the end of January,
1962, members of the Commonwezlth Film uaitvisi ‘ed KOPIASO for film-
purposes. The latest was that of the Radio Techuiciam, from Mount
Hageu, who arrived to install communicatione equipment during Feb-
ruary.

b e e A
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ESIABLISHMENT of STATION and AIRSTRIP:

Before selecting a station site, Mr.Me.Bride had
first carried out a close examimation of he general arsa, searching
for lacations vhich would provide suitable scope for the dsvelopment
of an airstrip and station in conjvaction with each osher. His cheice
finally rested with the preseat site, in the Lake KOPTAGO basin, as
thic had proved to be virtually the eamly spet apprecchiag the necass-
ary requirements, sspecially in se far am an airstrip vas ceacerzed.
The station is located on the eastora side of the KOPIAGD basin, at
an altitude of 4,000 feet., Tho approximate position 1s Latitude
5 degrees 26 mirutec South and Longitude 142 degreez 25 minutes East.
It is surrounded on the Lake side by a large expaase of swampliand
and backed by a steep limestone ramge, rising 2,000 feet abovo the
station, The area is well forested acd the station site is watered
by several suall streams. The dry season cliaato has been quite

t though at other times of “b» year, pessidly because of the
heavy rainfall and poor drainage throughout the whole bdasin area, it
can become excessimely damp. In the shert time that raiafall recerds
have been kept, the wet seasen rainfall has avaraged 15 iuches per
month, Vinds do not affect the area to axny great exteat by virtue
of its comparatively sheltereé positioa.

4

The station is centrally situated ia relatiom to

the maia tion groups amd in particalar te these of the _
basin. It afferds geod prespects fer further $ and ]
Aon as an area of appreximstely 200 acres is & for

by ‘he Administration. 7ae ownership of this land is ia t44 hands of
the AJYAGUNI, LANE and SUAGA groups the membders of which have specif-
ied that would like payment to be mede in mether-eof-pearl shells.
Timbers for 1lding purposes are readily obtainab’e mear the staiien
but kunai grass for thatohing is difficult to find and Shere is a
ceaplete absemce of swerd grass('pit-pit’') of the type frequeatly
used in the construction of mative material houses. Thers is the
possibilty of a small hydreelectric supply by uitilisziag ome of the
cresks fellowing through the station area. Te date, porary native
material duildirgs huve been constructed te accomodate beth 0fficers,
the Police detachment and station labour. Thore are in additien
Semperary stere and office buildings. Since the very begimaing, pit-
sav teans have been engaged im the cutting of fliches amd plnﬂo

for future use ian the construction of mere permaneat statica buildings,

The supplying ef the post has boen largely carried
out by weans of regular airdreps from Mt. Hagen Distr ot Headquarters.
All mative rations have been supplied in this manne.,, dropped te the
station by D.C,J aircraft at apprexinitely five-weekly intervals.
Radie ~telecemmunication equipment to operate within the R.T.C. ne’s-
work was installed at the statiem im February. Prier to this, am
A510 portable tramsciever served as radie link with oSher statieme.
Regular contact is still maintained with KOROZA by way of a weekly
carrier run for the purposes ef further supplies and mail and this

will be continued until such time as the KOPIAGO airstrip is cperat-
iomal.

At present, there is insufficieat local preduce
availzble to supply the needs of ¢! - statiem. Whilst nearhy groups
do supply the station vwith some native foods, the quantity is never
very great and the air-drepped supplies are still mainly relied upen
to ration statior persemell. The establishaent of station gardeams
will ne deubt help to offset the shortage of mative frodstuffs,

The airstrip site, around vhich the statiean itself
is being built, lies im a N.W.-S.E. directien, on 2 dearing of 313
degrees vith a one-way approach from the lever, or south-eastera end.

R PSS
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Its pesition is such that a good deal of cleariag and earthwerks are
entailed in its comstruotien. The first phase towards this begaz with
the clearing of rain forest from the rumn-vay site and its appreaches,
for an overall length of a listle mere than a mileand for a width of
600 feet. Pollovwing thiy, all stumps, tree roots sad tep seil were
renoved from the upper section of the airstrip for a distance ef
2,200 feet which is the length to be developed in the first instance.
A Department of Civil Aviation survey and desigan for the airstrip
completed in September by Mr. W.Ferster, District Airpevt Iasyect-
or from Gereoks. This provided for a runway 2,200 feet in u-ug. vith
a width of 300 feet, suitable for use by categery 'C' alr o A
firther extension beyond this lektb will evemually permit the eperat-
ion of categery'B' aircraft.

The strip has been designed with an overall imecl-
ine of 2 perceat, and with a lateral clope sciess its 300 feol vidth
to provide vater run-eff. The seil tion is mainly dly loam,

os. ublished vwill have a - %o
to an average depth of one foot was first |

. il
mumm-b-uu.u.w-tu,am.f
400 feet at the mid-section of the strip ag and ng out

o:yuzonmuzmuuu.m&mm ",
» oa

actual censtruction werk in ecemformity with
the surveyed desigy, was commenced in early Jawwary followisg receipt
otmuﬂz. ‘plans, It is ted that the airstri be A
atiemal ‘end of May, 1962, for landings b}lt‘tm 4 18

though construction work began by foraming the whele airstrip
dth of 300 feet, this has been discontinued in faveur of first
cempleting a runway of enly balf this vidthi,e. of 150 feet. This
will be sufficient to permit the first landings after which the
remainder vill be completed. Furtlermere, a large guantity of cteme
vill be required for this additiomal filling and this can only be
obtained fxum by the use of blasting material, an eperation which

be carried out after the first part of the strip is up.

Te excavation on the airstrip involves the removal of 11,000 cubic
yards of material, All werk is being carried out by lcocal natives
on & voluntary basis but as the numbers available are comparatively
small, progress has been limited accerdingly. Uatil its ecompletien,
airstrip vork will remain the mest impertant fealure of activity at
the station, as further development camnot be conpemplated without
firat having a satisfactery line of supply and communication.

|
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The population of the Sub-Distriect comsists of )(
DUNA and HEWA peeples, the former being by far the more numerous.
They extemd over almost the whole of the Sub-District wvhilet the
HEWA are confired té au area to the morth and seuth of the LAGAIP
River. As 8o little centact has been mase vith the HEWA, it is
difficult to assess their number but the figure would probably met
excsed 1500. The DUNA people, on the other hand, are estimated to
number about 9,000 though unlike other Highland areas, here they are
not te be found im any great concentratiem but rather ia scattered
groups ever a large area. Furthermere, there is a tendeacy anong
some to move around quite a bit and to charge the place of residen-
ce vhen it so suits thea.This, though, dovs nei imply = gemeral
movement of entire groups but refers rather te the mobility ef
individuals whe make extensive use of <lan and affinal coatacts ia
neighbouring areas. Of coeurse there ars those again whe have never
vintured auch beyoadtheir owa gardeas and until the arrival of the
Allministration had no iztention of ever deing so. With seome of these
prople, evem their curiosity has mot prempted ther teo visit the new
siation. The DUNA reople are more akia to the HURI pepulatien of
Piwvna than to other liighland types and possess many similar charact-
eristics, some of them noet altogether desirable. This is mere notice-
able among the groups te the south wheo show mere evideamce of HURI
INYluence. Physically, the DUNA are shorter and smaller ia stature
than the average Highlands native and ia general appearance are
rather wuprepessessing. It is custemary for she men to wear a wig
of xatted hair, a nose bone, and to regale themselves with any bits
of coloured paraphcmalia that comem to hand, e.g. assorted feathers
and, more recently, empty tins and the labels thereof. The women, on
the other hand, remain singularly unadorned with enly the eccasienal
dad of faco paint to brightem their appearance. Their mammer of live
is of the simplest. Their houses are crudely constructed and
no mcre than four or five feet above ground level. Bacause of the
slightly wvarmer climate and probably toe because of the effects eof

malaria, they are noticeably less vigoreus tham populations liviag
at higher altitudes,

Since the arrival of the Administration at Lake
KOPIAGO, it has been possible to observe the people'z changing
reactions and attitudes which, in the first place, wers somewhht
confused and uncerddin and although this is probably still the case,
they are nonetheless slovly adjusting to the situation. Their imitidl
desire to have the Administration establish a post in the area was
folloved, when the eveat actually toek place, by a certain lack of
interest in proceedings. This will no dovbt change vhem more tamgible
benefits become visible to them, especiallywith the opening of the
airstrip. To date, patrolling has been confined to a number of shert
visits to the different areas and whilst these have served a purpese,
they are not to be compared with more extemsive patrelling whieh is
planned from here-on. But a good deal of useful information has been
obtained as to the numbers and the location of the varieus groups
and this will serve as a basis for future census. Names have been
recorded whereever possible but mainly of adult mea and the lists
are not sufficiently complete to be considered as part of a formal
census. There is still a good deal eof reticemce on the part of the
people in the matter of name-taking which is mot altogether warramted
among those groups which have been visited several times. Womean and
children are, perhaps understandably, still largely absent from any
line-ups but it is expected that this sitwation will change with time.
Efforts to gain the confidence of headmem (where they are im evidence)
have been fairly successful and the combined effects of patrollimg
and of having the people visit the station to participate in its
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building are proving to be of considerable value im the overull

task of consolidation. The stage has nov been reached wvhere most
groups are assisting to some extent im the comstruction of the
station and airstrip though not before a cerdain smount ef encourage-
ment had been necessary.

Befcre the advent of regular Adaministration
patrols the area, like all others, had besn much given to the usual
tribal fueds and disturbances, leading to inter-group cenflicts.
However, wvith the arrival of tho Admiaistration, tribal fighting
has virtually ceased among the DUNA people and a general atmesphere
of resignation prevails, Certainly the smaller greups in the more
remote parts have never had much to fight about, not having & great
deal of contact with each other and not being affected by any problems
such as land shortage. There have, howvever, been one or twe occasions
when, in patrelling the area to the south where the rather belliger-
ent HURI influemce to seme extemt prevails, incideats between patrol
and uatives have been closely averted. The pratice of brimging matters
forward for arbitration and settlement has not yet been embraced py
the people of the area and it is not rightly known to what extent,
if any, lavlesaness prevails among the people themselves. They have,
in the past few months, either been living very virtuous lives or
else keeping things very much to themselves.
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" Trade goods are very much in dexand and these
are used for ail forms of paymeant by the Administration. Steelin the
form of knives and axes, has by x v circulated through mest of the
area,such of it having originally come from KOROBA. There is a heavy
demand for mother-of-pearl shells, evem though these pecple have
had little to do with them in the past and at present possess very
few of thea, Salt, face paint-ami vermilion in particular - and small
beads are still the most commonly used items of trade whea it comes
teo the buying of native foodstuffs either at the gtation or on patrel.
1% is proposed shortly to intreduce cash te the area theugh so far
the people have shown no interest in iits uses or abuses. When asked
about this, some of the nearby statiom people repied that they"would
rather -a:& until the Missioms, i.e.stores, arrive," when it should
be of some use to them.

G TR TV B e NN D g =
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The main DUNA population areacare the TUMBUDU
valley, the KOPIAGO basin, the AUWE and PORE valleys and the LOGAIYU }
valley, more detailed information of wvhich will follow. Nome of the &
old-style village books for use in initial cemsus have as yet been
availeble to the Sub-District. As it is felt that these books can be
particularly useful in new areas, efforts are being made to obtain
a quantity of them $0 be used in the first instance.

Ihe KOPIAGO Basin.

This is the urea in which the statiom is sit-
uated. It extends for a length ¢Z approximately twelve miles with an
average width of three miles at the lowest points., For the most pari
it is an aroa of svamp and marshland with native cultivations reeching
up the gide of the smclesing hills. Its big defect is the lack of
drainage. The KOIYA river, which runs through it, has no direct out- <
let but instead seeps away through crevices in the limestone on the ; !
N.W. side of the barin., With drainage, the floor of the basia would
provide a large area of additiomal agricultural lamnd. Such a ncheme
is feasable, but it would imvoive a major earth-moving éperation. Ia
any case, the presemt available land is mere than sufficieat to the 1 1
needs of the basin population. These people, by rirtue of their prox-
inity to the station, have had more to do with the Administration
than other groups and have shownmuch more co-operation. They have
borne the brunt of the wocrk om the airstrip and have dume their best
%o keep up a supply of mative foods to the station. Taey do mot con-
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-stitute tL.e largest section of population, it is not likely that
their numbters would exceed 1500. All of the groups are fairly access-
ible in relavion to the station and nome of them weuld be mere than
four or five hour's walk disvant. Several of the headmen, notably
those of the HIRANE, AIYAGUN] amd DOLCA groups have shown sufficieat
procise to be considered for appointmemt as village officiils in the
near future. The Basin groups, with their estimated populati.ms, are
as follews:~-

group. t. Population.
LANE/SUAGA 110
BATANE 150
AIYAGUNI 200
DILINKI 120
PERACGOI 160
BARAINDA 140
KAGWENA 180
HUGUNI 100
BITAMY 90
dIRANE 200
DOLOA 220

1,500.
The TUMBULU Valley.

This extends along the course of the TUMBUBDU )(

River, which rises to the north of KOROBA and flows north-west to
join the STRICKLAND River. It is the main section of the valley which
lies within the KOPIAGO Sub-District, begimning at a point just nerth
of KER'BO. The valley is marrowv and steep along most of its leagth
and rises on ome side to ths summit of the Range, at 11,007
feet, It's last fev miles form a deep gorge terminating at the
Stricklaud River. The second largest accumulaticm os.!;pllatton is

to be found in this valley aund the adjoining NAUWE ey vhich is
considered part of tke same area, Patrols have been through the
vhole area but mucn remains to te dome to gain the co-operation eof
these people, who although they are not so very far away, have never-
the-less trieA to keep tc themselves as auch as pessible. At first

it seemed that the more heavily populated part of the valley im the
vicinity of KERABO might be within the KOPIAGO Sub-District but simce
the border has been more accurately plotted, indicatioms are that
this area lieo below the border and is therefore part ¢f che South-
ern Highlands, i.e. KOROBA Sub-District. The main groups are:-

m. E’t. zg!u_lati!n. Cf
BATANE 300
ENOKANI 100
HAREKE 200
YAKUNI 100
POROX £ 100
HAGINI 300
HORALE 300
ARUNI 300
HAUGWINDA 150
Othere 150
2,000.

The AUWE and PORE Valleys.

TLis area contains the )argest concentration of
population within the Sub-District and it extends north from AIYAGOR1
on the Territorial border along the AUWE arnd POCRE Rivers which are
to the south-east of KOPIAGO station. Most of the people live from
ove to two days walk from the statiom and are still mot terribly keea
about visiting us. They usually put forward the argumemt that they or¢
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susceptible to the sorcery alleghediy employed against them by the
KOPIAGO basim people. Here again, extended patrolling of the AUWE

and PORE valleye is needed before the area can be considered as being
under a reasonable degree of Administratiom influemce. Of the tweo
valleys, the PORE is the larger but wita Jess pepulation. Ia each case
the area is mainly a colloction of limestens ridges and simk-holes
wvith nothing in the wvay ¢f a flat expanse of land wheihis tae reasa
vhy, although it has mers popvlasion, the station and airstrip ceuld
not bde sited in this part of the Sudb-Distriet. The growpa with their

approximate numl ~e listed bdelew,
grewup. Est. Populstiom.
PVIENA 250
KEWE 300
WANGA 300
HEMBE 350
PAGA 300
HIRUBAIA 200
HANA 150
HAUWINDA 350
YURU 150
ANGORA 200
UGURA 200
Others

575%6.
Ihe LOGAIYU Valley.

Zhis area, or rather part of it, was visSbted by
the writer in the eourse of a patrecl through to LAIAGAM frem KOPIAGO.
An accurate estimate of the population is still to be made but ita is
expected to be approximately one thoussad people. The area is a deep,
narrov velley surronnded om all sides by high ranges of vhich the
McNicell Meuntains predeminate. The upper LOGAIYU valley is the mest
eastera exteat of the Sub-District's pupulaiion. Beyend it, the
country is uninhabited until the PAIELA regiom of the LLGAIP Sub-
District is reached. The upper UREI Valley, vhich lies between, although
at one time inhabited by a few small groups, is nov entirely deveid
of population the story being that the pesple there either died out
er moved elsevhere. Evidence of past habitation in the form of old
gardens is atill appareat though vhy the valley sheuld be deserted is
not guite clear as the area does mnet differ visibly frem mest ethers.
The LOGAIYU people, although having made contact with the eccasiomal
patrel, are still largely unaffected by Administration influemce and
8till remain in a fairly isolated situation.

Ihe STRICKLAND Gorge.

From the scenic point of view, this is the most
interesting part of the Sub-District, but apart {rom thia there is
little to recommend it., Extending north from the Papuan border to the
Junetion of the OM and SkximkX LAGAIP Rivers, it is a huge limesteme
chasm dropping almost sheer to the river level at 1,000 feet A.D.L.
Both 3ides of the Gorge are kunai covered as far as the upper héeghts
vkere there is & forest fringe and it is here that a fewv small groups
are located, including OKSAPMIN people on the far side. These people
aake hunting excursions dowan into the garge proper where they buram off
the kunai during dry epells, but otherwise they stay beyomd it. On the
easfern side of the Gorge, these people are either exteamsioas of the
DUNA pepulation from the TUMBUDU or of the HEWA groups from the LAGAIP,
Very little contact has so far been made with them.

Towards the end of October, it was ducided to take
advantage of an unusually geod spell of dry veather and a low water
level in the Gorge and to attempt the bridging of the STRICKLAND River,
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MEDICAL and HEAVTE:

The need for medical work in this area is of aigh
priority. With the imcidence of malaria and the prevalemce of #
ical ulcers added to the usual amount of sickness found among H
populations, these people are much in need of medicyl services
a3 yoi oan enly be provided inm a small vay. An Aid Pest with twe
orderiies has been set up at the station and this prevides treatment
for station persemell and for peeple of nearby gromups. This Aid Peet,
aud any others which might be established, will depend for some time
yet un dutside staffing, as is the case at the momeat with tho tweo
orderlies haviag been provided by Mt. Hagen and Laiagan Native
Hospitals., Two KOPIAGO lads 1ave beea sent to Ni. Hagen %o begin
training as medical orderlies and it is expected that others will
follov. Apart from a brief visit by Ms.B.Carra, E.N.A., of Ht. Hagem
vhen he accompanied the Distriot Officer te KOPIAGO ia August, there
have been no medical patrols through the different areas but each
patrol from KOPIAGO is accempanied by omne of the statiom orderiies.

Tke peorle as yet have o real inclination towards
obtaining medical treatment wund it is maialy in the comrse of patrell-
ing that those éf need of it are located and attended to. Iropical

ulcers de the greatest number of cases and the condition of these
18 }y #0 advanced as to regquire proionged ‘rectment. Malaria is
more p ¢t in the KOPIAGO basin area, with its large ¢  ATeR,
than other parts of the Sab-Distriect. It is standard mn for

sll station persemedl to receive veekly t*omuotic treatneat vith

the issue of anti-malarial tablets. An it may be some time before a

European Nedical Assistant is available for pesting te KOPTAGO, the
ion is made that regular visits to the statioen. ¥ ande by P.H.D.

s from Mount Hagen, This should mnot be too difficuit to arrange
when the airstrip becomes operaticmal. ;

MISSIONS and EDUCATION:

There is mo Mission activity deing carried sut in
the Sub-District, it being ensirely a Restricted Area. It is understeed
that there are a number .f differeat Mission bDodies from both KOROZA
and LAIAGAM who are interested in entering the area wheam it is event-
wally de-restricted, and mot until this time will the Sub-District
be in a positien to cope with the requiremeunts of several Mission
orgeaizations simil .aneously establishing themselves in the area.

There are aa yet no plans for educational facilit-
ies at the station. The provision of these will ao doubt dopend on the
availability of a Dept. of Education teacher. A statien scheel will

be established just as soon as circumstances permit, contingsat upen
the services of a teacher.

AGRICULTURE:

The KOPIAGO area has no ebvious agricultural potem-
tial in the wvay of early prospects for cash cropping. By ordinary
standards, the area is uniformly poor and there is the added disadvan-
tage of its isolation. An agricultural extensiom work should be aimed
at iaproving existing uative cultivations through the intreduction
of improved varieties of the local staple feods, as tLes raising of
the level of sulsistence agriculture would seem tc be the mest impert-
ant contributien the Admimistration could make im this field.

Here the usual patterm of Highland agriculfure is
folloved, vith depeundence upon the growing of sweet potato. But as the
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tho ares is essentially ome cf linestcne ridges vith a meagre covei-
ing of tep-sail, there is a limit to the¢ typos and quality eof erepe
that can bLe produced, However, some improvement could be breught
wbout with the imtrodvotion of better varieties of sweet potate aidd ol
vith the growing tee of those European vegetables which would have S
gsome value as suprlementary Zeods. In a small way, & star: has been g A
made ia this directiea with tae distridution nearbdy ot 2
Okinawva sweet pot-te rumaere (received by sirdrop) and of s
seeds. g

The metheds of cultivation uod by these n‘o §E,
are atill very basiec. In planiing gardems, preferermce is shown for »
nev forest areas vhich are cloared and thea,
of propntton the first sweot potate plantings are mal
uncul tivaied uu. For subsequeat erepo, the area will P
more exteasively and the seil, vhich is never of apy §
inteo mounds, Altho.gh composting is carried
done te She sxtemt that nuatumuturmmh

this practice. Bananas, sugar cane and taro are g.ows ﬁt‘:uﬁ kS

sufficient quaviity to provide a surplus as theso feolds af
brought up t« patrols. There are as well the usual iadigehous !

vegetables. UL
Pandanas and maroia tmc An _are

additional dietary ilam. Theso fruiis are mere plea

in other parts of the District with the happy

is enough to go around without sesort te the

often asseochated vith the pandanus season im o

. .

CONCLUSL0NIs 4
As showa by this repert, the ﬁ@

Lake EOPIAGO during the perivd covered has boem

conducting of short patrels through the ares and wi

ion of the airstrip. The main development of the mt“l !

ence aftér the sempletion of the airstrip, or rather ng p

opening as it is felt that, im viey of “he resourses R

extension work to the untup should avait furthey et

statien proper. With twe Officers staffing the post, it &

the same time be pessible to maintain mum }hl-c \

ing a pattern of rotatiom though a shortage of 3

limit this. At th~ time of writing, Nr. O'Briea uua-g F B

an extended patrol of the T“MBUDU Valley which it ie oxpoto‘

take six veeks to complete., This will be fellowed by similar ﬂull : |

to other ‘uu. It is not considered that any part of the sk Sub- g |

District will be ready for de-restrictéorn before the emd uf the yasar.

Much remains to be donme throughext the area in the way of censelid-

ation to achieve a widespread degree of Administration influemce.
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