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Five UC San Diego Physicists Named APS
Fellows

Five physicists at the University of California San Diego have been named 2016 Fellows of the

American Physical Society, a distinct honor of professional achievement from the nation’s

largest society of physicists.

Richard Averitt, Jose Boedo, Brian Keating, Wouter-Jan Rappel and Massimo Vergassola were

honored by the society this week for “exceptional contributions to the physics enterprise,”

which can include “outstanding physics research, important applications of physics, leadership

in or service to physics, or significant contributions to physics education.”

According to the society, “the number of APS Fellows elected each year is limited to no more

than one half of one percent of the membership,” making it a very select group.

The five physicists were nominated by colleagues in their respective divisions within the

American Physical Society representing the sub-disciplines of physics in which they work.

Richard Averitt, a professor of physics, was nominated by the Division

of Condensed Matter Physics and honored “for his pioneering

experimental study of the electrodynamics of correlated electron

materials and metamaterials.”

Jose Boedo, a researcher in UC San Diego’s

Center for Energy Research, was nominated by

the Division of Plasma Physics and honored

“for his ground-breaking contributions to the

studies of plasma drifts and intermittent plasma

transport in the peripheral region of tokamaks.”

Brian Keating, a professor of physics at UC San Diego’s Center for

Astrophysics and Space Sciences, was nominated by the Division of

Astrophysics and honored “for his role in designing the Background
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Imaging of Cosmic Extragalactic Polarization (BICEP) experiment to

search for the unique cosmic microwave background polarization

pattern predicted by models of inflationary cosmology, and his

founding of the POLARBEAR experiment, which produced the first

measurements of both the B-mode power spectrum of the cosmic

microwave background, and the detection of the gravitational lensing

deflection power spectrum from the cosmic microwave background’s

polarization.”

Wouter-Jan Rappel, a research scientist, was

nominated by the Topical Group on Statistical and Nonlinear Physics

and honored “for innovative development and application of

nonequilibrium physics methods to living and nonliving systems.”

Massimo Vergassola, a professor of physics,

was nominated by the Division of Biological

Physics and honored “for seminal contributions

to lattice simulations of fluids and turbulent

mixing, and for the application of statistical

mechanics to biological problems including the ‘infotaxis’ search

strategy in turbulent environments, gene regulation, T-cell activation,

and signal transduction.”
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UC San Diego’s Studio Ten 300 offers radio and television connections for media interviews with our faculty,

which can be coordinated via studio@ucsd.edu. To connect with a UC San Diego faculty expert on relevant

issues and trending news stories, visit https://ucsdnews.ucsd.edu/media-resources/faculty-experts.
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