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CALAVERAS BIG TREES

(Swmmery by George Tays)

The Calaveras Grove of Big Trees is situated in Calaveras
County, in a little valley at an elevation of 4,759 feet above sea
level on a tributary of San Andres Creek near the divide of the Cala-
vergs and Tuolumne water sheds, and sixteen miles from Murphy's Camp.

It is supposed to have been discovered by John Bidwell on
about October 23, 1841, as he and his emigrant party were crossing
the Sierras. He made no mention of it for years, so lost the credit
for the discoverye. The next man to see the grove was John Marshall
Wooster, a prospector who took his partner Arthur Sanborn to see them.
Wooster carved his name and date, June 2, 1850 on the trunk of the
tree named "Hercules." He recorded the fact in his diaryjbut'did not
make it known. .

Alexander T. Dowd, a hunter for the Union Water Company at
Murphy's Camp discovered the Big Trees while pursuing a wounded bear
in May 1852. He returned to camp and made his findkndwn, only to
be greeted by derisive laughter. The following Sunday he took the
men from camp to the trees by a ruseo. At once the news spread through=-
out the worlde.

Soon after, the English botanist John Lindley named the species
Wellingtonia gigantea, while American botanists called it Washingtoniana

gigantea. Then the Frenchman Joseph Decaisne named it correctly Sequoia




-

el el

gigan'bea. | |
In the summer of 1852 the bark of the Dowd tree was removed

to the height of 30 feet, to exhibit it in the East. During the year
1853 the great tree was felled by boring auger hoies all around it,
and the stump was converted into a dance floor.

George Gale in the summer of 1854, stripped the bark from
one of the mbst beautiful Big Trees to a height of 116 feet. This
bark was taken to London and exhibited at the Crystal Palace.

' Later in 1854 James L. Sperry acquired the grove and stofped
its destruction. He built a hotel at the grove and thereafter thousands
of tourists visited these remarkable trees yearly. The grove contains
93 great trees from 10 to 30 feet in diameter and from 250 to 325 feet
highe ,

Sperry owned the grove until 1900, when he sold it to Robert
P. Whiteside for $100,000, Whiteside intended to lumber the grove,
so civic societies and individuals began to work to bring the trees
under public ownership. Bills were introduced in Congress without
results, until 1908 when a bill passed, creating the Calaveras National
Foreste Then followed twenty years more of efforts to buy the grove.
In 1928 California voted a bond issue of $6,000,000 for acquiring
state park sites, but private funds had to be raised to pay half the
price of $275,000 for the grove. Finally in 1931, the $135,000
were raised and the grove became a State Park, dedicated on July 5,
1931, at 3 P.M. by Governor James Rolph Jre Since then the facilities

of the park have been improved in an effort to restore it to its

former popularity as a scenic attraction.




2



o

TR T SRR

VRARE S T

e e

=




o] fo

‘sanod Linxg

ﬁwm.ﬁ .P

‘spIBFea TBTPIOD ULIH

"PI0DOY UOYND04E O} JO JOLTDE

"IN Jo gsenbex euyg 9¥® nof 03 wo
e T *MIGT TTady Uo JeITnbug-3804g
SUSTITANd TRIIONTIPO UR ST PesoTOUR

:AqT0D am ave(

"BTULOFTT®) ‘005 TOUBL] ueg

‘BuTpTIng STITN 069
‘UCTSSTUMO) I8 91%38

"UBIITEY) ‘LG T00 ' WOTTTIM “IR

. N +4!
< PR il
ooy GFPIIEL. Io,,
re. UGiUEE TR G R
~. .}..1. B % e § x iy
LGia SHEFr™S. o)
H.an..‘ Mw.m... L‘b -uw.—.ﬁ: ' o ‘.ar...

o £ %J. .I. .-.” ..ﬁ? v ..n“.-m...,

HOL11Q3 40 321440

VINHO4ITVD ‘ANVIMYO
L3I3HLS NITTMNVYHA ISz




i i\ i
A
| } L] ®
b Neumiller & Ditz
CHARLES L NEUMILLER : ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS
GEORGE A.DITZ
IRVING L.NEUMILLER BANK OF AMERICA BUILDING

STOCKTON,CALIFORNIA

QJ/Z//;;/

TELEPHONE 415
P.O0.BOX 415

April Ri, 1901,

COLONEL CHARLES B. WING,

- California State Park Commission,
Mills Building,
- San Francisco, California.

Dear Colonel Wing:

I have chanced across the enclosed clipping

from the Stockton Independent which I think may be

of some historical interest to you.

v

Respectfully yours,

GAD-5 " GEO
/ y i Y

RGE A. DITZ.
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\ . will be officially dedicated as a
State Park

by

Governor James Rolph, Jr.
Sunday, July 5th, 1931, at 3 p. m.

at the Grove

You, as a contributor to this great cause, are cordially invited to attend these
dedication ceremonies, which will include, besides the official dedication by the
Governor, other appropriate program.

(May we take this opportunity of thanking you for your assistance
in making possible the acquisition of this magnificent and historic
grove of redwoods as a part of our State Park System.

Calaveras Grove Association
Mrs. Harriot West Jackson, President
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FRED G.STEVENOT
DIRECTOR

IVISION OF FISH AND GAME

DIVISION OF MINES AND MINING
R R. SOBERANés DIVISION OF FORESTRY

ASSISTANT TO THE D!ﬁECTOR

DIVISION OF PARKS

STATE OF CALIFORNIA

'. Bepartnrent of Natral Resonrees

SACRAMENTO
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Hon. Joseph R. Knowland, Publisher,
. The Deklang Tribvune, .= .
Oakland, California.

My dear Mr. Knowland:

~ In accordance with your request there ls sent herewith
a summary of the acquisition at the Calaveras North Grove of Big
Trees. Enclosed is also a map of the property acquired, and
es of some of the old literature giving interesting features
the North Grove. o o g, < 1 e g

G el fhe Calaveras Grove Association of which Mrs. Harriet
 West Jackson of Stockton is President, and in which Mr. Desire
Fricot has been prominent, led the movement for the preservation
of this Grove. The Save-the-Redwoods League, largely through the

interest of Mr. William H. Crocker and Mp. J. C. Sperry (whose
father at one time owned the Knrﬁh,aadA-*uﬁb@nuvss),uas able -
to furnish a portion of the matehing money. The late BElmer

‘Reynolds, Edétor of the Stockton Record, was one of those most

active in the movement to preserve this Grove. The Native Sons

;idsaiivg Daughters and the various communities in nearby counties

also aided. ol Sl . o |

- The grant of 1200 acres of National Forest land extending
e Park to the Stanislaus ﬁivsr,-&@Pwaveé.byAﬂt,offaasa»asa in
088, was conditioned upon the acquisition by the State of elther
the B.rth or the South Calaveras Grove. Application has been |
made for *»: itransfer of these lands to the@State in accordance
with the act, but so far the Federal Government has noTacted

~ Please let us know in case you desire further information

about the North or South Calaveras Groves. The cost of the North
Grove was $275,000. The estimated cost of the South Grove was in

the neighborhood of $450,000, but it may be obtainable under present
conditions at a less price. The Commission has never seen 1ts way

¥

;féieartc 11locate funds for the acquisition of the South Grove, partly
Xf in view of the fact that there was no matching money in sight. | |

i I am looking forward to the opportunity of going

over some
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MEMO: CALAVERAS STATE PARK: . W

On May 16-17 I visited this Park. It was my first visit,
and there were many things to be seen and matters to be thought
of. On arrival I found a crew of twenty unemployed in charge
of the Division of Forestry at work cleaning clearing the
floor of the Grove. A considerable area on the approach side
of the Park had been well cleared, and will allow access in
that locality a good opportunity to fight off fire in
case it approaches from that direction. | |

In the main Grove area everything had been put in good !
shape, all debris having been hauled away and burned. There |
~ ig of course, in a sense, no end to that character of work

in protection that could be done by the present crew, as. '
there is 8till a great deal of litter and dead limbs and tree
in the main Grove area beyond the ares now cleared. I{ was
anticipated that perhaps funds available for this work this
year would be sufficient to carry it on with the present crew
for about another month. ‘ |

It is undoubtedly nothing new when I comment on the laek
of water for all needed purposes at Calaveras Park. It occurred
that it might be well to attempt some exploration of the old
well in the grove where the pumping outfit now stands. There
is some water in the sump and it might pay to pump this out,
clear it up, in the hope that it might give evidence of de-
veloping a permanent supply, even if small. A% present there
is a good, live stream running down the whole length of the
Grove, but this originates above the regular spring and will
dry up very shortly. |

The old hotel, most interesting as one of the oldest
hotels in California, is a first class firetrap. A summer
fire, with any wind, might do much damage. The shingles are
dry as tinder, and if afire, can be carried a long distance
by the wind, and could easily set fire to the tops of the
trees, and such a type of fire is almost impossible to con-
trol. Before any money is spent in restoSation of all or any
part of the present hotel buildings, or in fact on any devel-
opment in the Grove, it would seem that the matter of adequate
fire protection and water supply should first be considered
and actually put in effect before anything is done. 8o with
our thoughts that in the future Calaveras Park should be im-
proved, our immediate concern is of a water cupply, and how
it can be obtained. I believe the whole situation as to any
further development is entirely dependent on this. If the
old hotel be re-roofed, possibly something other than wood
shingles could be used, asbestos, perhaps, in the standard
shingle type, and of a color to match as nearly as possible
the natural wood shingles. These I believe can be had. I
am frankly afraid of those old shingle roofs, as I have seen
them afire. | |

As to the thought given in general to the preservation of




Calaveras Park - 2 - May 31-1932,

this old landmark, the hotel, I found several guesses as to
possible cost had evidently been made, but no actual estimate,
and I wordder if it would not be well to ask our Division of
Architecture to make a complete survey of those premises, and
as a suggestion, of course, on the basis of preserving only
the original building, built in 18586, discarding entirely
the annex on one end, and the card and bar-room on the other,
which last, being additions, were built, I am told, sometime
in the 70's, and are therefore not as interesting. The old
and interesting pictures of record show only the original
building, the restoration might be considered that
basis, or the annex could go and card room remain, or vice
versa. These suggestions occurred as matters of cost. I
do not believe it would be well to ever consider restoration
of the hotel in way that it be used for lodging; dining room,
gerhapa, a museum and a few old bedrooms, as there aré ol1c
eds, pitchers and bowls to be seen only, but all (hew lodging
facilities to be added by the building of small cottages on
the general plan as at California Park, though of course
much better, Thai@G8 %o location and accommodation. Also,
all such improvements as might be considered to be planned
along lines to take care of winter sports, which are becom-
ing so popular now that the wonderfully good roads are kept
open even during the heaviest snow storms. |

The summer camping it would seem could be easily devel-
- oped permanently along the lines we have used in California
Park and in Humboldt County, and a unit of 50 such camps would
undoubtedly be most accepteble when the public knew that they
were there. There is a wonderful area for locating such
camps skirting the big field below the Grove.

Am afraid that my thoughts are but mere repetition of
those already given to this Park, but they occur to me in a
general way after a short and first visit only, so I
respectfully submit them. |

Reepectfullylubmitted,
\/\) - &. cva . Hﬁb o

Assistant Chief.
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