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STATE OF CALIFORNIA

’ DEPARTMENT OF ENGINEERING
CoOMMINIONERS

Hianway Engingin
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CHARLES A, WHITMOAR Sacagrany
CROAGR C. MANBPFIELD 3 UNION LEAGUE BUILDING, LOS ANGELES WILSOM W, ELLIS

September 22, 1919,

Col. EA Fletcher,
Fletcher Building,

San Diego, California.
Dear Colonel:

Have just read with interest the

”
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newspaper clippings concerning your County
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Septexber 20th, 1919, 'Highway Commission report. If you can

_ carry the program through, San Diego will be
Dal:l!ornia nghny Oomiaa ion,

Uhiﬂn-loagnnrhnilﬁ Vi ' | ' | : splendidly equipped in the matter of highways.
Iﬂu‘Angoloa. Udlitans. N - ' ' ‘ g

Let me know if there is anything we

:-

can do.
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.. of ‘the California Highwey

fered by the railroad

- HIGHWAY COMMISSION ;i ..
SAN DIEGO COUNTY; )

SAN Diggo. CALIF. Qgteber 2Y, 1920.

Mr. N. D. Darlington,
State Highway Commissien,
‘Union League Building,
Los Angeles, Calif,

‘Dear Sir:

NG 0ol. E4d Fletcher informs me that the inequality of
rook and sand freight rates betwoen southern apd nerthern Califernia
‘has not come to the attention of the State Highway Commiseion,' and
‘at his requeat, I shall give you a 1little information on this sub-

Jeot, trusting that it may result in enlisting, the powerful influence
Commission with the southern California

counties in negotiations witly the railrosd companies which may lead
to reductions of rates in the south. - |

oo .Prior to 1918, the minimum rate in effect on rook and
sand shipments in northern California (expept to the Galifornia High-
‘way Commission) was 25§ per ton, maximum haul, 33 miles. The rate
inoreased b¢ Zor each 5 or 10 miles in the 1 of haul, worki
uwp, usually, to a rate of about 60 per tom at 100 mile haul.

At that time, the rate in the southerm coum-
per ton," T haul 30 miles. The justification of-

tien was 364 ,
or-this difference in rates was on the theory

W o:_iétep..'qmepiﬁ_hn-tn ,tho”_san Joaquin snd Sacramente valleys.

_ . rates 1f per 100f, whioh made a
| ments in morthern ter
. ments in southern territory
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' In Jaly, 1918, the ernmentinoreased send and rook -
| -ﬂznl rate of 46¢ per ton on ship-
territory, and the rate became 60¢ per ton on ship-

. e bB% inoresse of iugust 26, 1920, owing to the

7Y alepositiom of the fractioms, puts the minimum northern rate at 60g
Mputm,.anatholinim southern rate at 80¢ per ton.

i fer the/minimum rate in the north is about B0 miles, whereas in the
' 'south the distance for the minimum rate is 30 miles. The diffemence
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v The eight meuthern counties, inoluding Seata Barbera
County, have geparately takem wp with the railrosd compunies
the matter of adjustments downward on the rook snd sand rates,
muﬁo montion of the probable necessity of which woe made by
the rmlinge of the Interstate Commerce Commiseion, and the Cal-
ifornic Railroad OCommiseion in granting suthority for the rogent

“4{norease. Representatives of these ocounties held a meeting in

‘Los Angeles at the office of Mr. Btratt‘- traffic manager for hl
“Angeles County, attached to the Anditor’se department, on Octeber
16, . At that tilu we mot representatives of the railroeds, indlud-

. 7ing Mr. Hellmark, of the Southern Pasifio, Mr, Adems, of the Sants

Fe, and Mr. 0'Day, of the Pacific Electric, and requested the rail-
roads to give an answer by Hovember 1 to the united request of the
counties that the rates be placed on the seme basis in the south
as they are in the morth, or that they be returned to the rates
existing prior to August 26. The counties 'have agreed that if
consideration i not shown their request by Hovember 1, they will
unite in an application to the State Railrosad Commission for &

This is & metter which vitally affects the Californis
Highway Commiesion, and 1 belleve we ghould not consider the matter
- settled until ocement rates are also included in the reduction. In
ghipment of rock, sand and cement to San Diego county and Imperisl

“vall oints the State Highway Commission will pay thoussads-of
don:r,apin excess of rates which are charged on similar hzuls in

‘the north. ~Would suggest that you take the tims %o call en Mr.
‘Strait, who has ohnrgg of the matter for.Los Angeles County, end
who is thoroughly ascquainted with the gubject, also the history
of rates in both morth and south. I am sure hs will be glad to
bring to your sttention the salient points. The souther:n gounties
would welcome the assistance of the Californis Highway Commission
4n the preparation of & ‘case, 1f it becomes necessary to go before
the B.aiﬁoad Commiss ion.

Yours trnl! .

HIGHWAY COMMISSION




Mxrs i!.' De. mnmno
Papgific Pinanoo Building,
_I-on Angeles, Calif,.

Hy dear Mr, Darlington:
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CALTFORNIA HIGHWAY COMMISSION
Los Angeles, QOalif,

llovember 8, 1922,

Colonel Ed Fletcher,
920 Eighth Street,
San Diego, Calif,

My dear Colonel:

I have read with interest the copy of MoStay's
letter which you enclosed.

The Commission has not, of course, made any
statement to the effect that the Plank road is impractical,
nor have we reached any such conclusion.

If without seriously affecting its length, a
road can be built partly thru Mexican territory to Yumsa,
and thus avoid the sandhills, it would, of course, be a
desirable thing to do. If, however, in the future
it develops that this cannot be done, the Commission -
is strongly in favor of the route thru the sandhills.

It is my understanding that the Auto Club has
always favored the route along the East side of the
Southern Pacific from Yuma to Nilands, or to the
Mammoth Wash, and lcStay's letter, of course, is in
line with that plan.,

However, it is our intention to place the
balance of the stretch between the High Line Canal and
the well near the sandhills under contraot as promptly
as possible, and this should settle for all time any

question as to the route. -

There are some matters I wish to talk over
with you and would be glad to have you get in touch
with me whenever you happen to be in Los Angeles.

Sincerely yours,

(signed) N. D, DARLINGTON
Chairman
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