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‘ranches. lurin; the

SITE OF LOUIS RO!

the fascinating 1
the home sites of the first

Among

andmarks of Califo:

pioneer fa

ilies. On the out-
skirts of Riverside, the site of the old Robidoux hacienda

I

mia.

points of interest in Southern Califo
Louis Robidou:

.y pPioneer settler‘@r‘lgéé,'was the owner of

dings which included a large portion of the old Bandini
1 grant,
included in Los Ar
of the lar

of that territory th

N wés

geles County. ’h@

gest

Luia b 1 do ux

The spaclous adobe ranch house was always the center of hos-

pitality.

Louis Robidoux was a member

1 , of the old French-
Canadian Robido ux family, early settlers of fias*uri.l His

ihe name of the pioneer is
Galifornia kha nost t@a

spelled in various ways. In
avm 8seéli**\ia Rubiiﬂij\ *&;<~'

r_qv' the Freneh spall~
ﬁ _  ___*t‘ it Louis and
yidoux. Bancroft 1n his
98, says, "The name is variously
~t;,raph." Louis Robidoux, nephew




father, Joseph Robidou

x, went to St. Louis, then a village

of a few houses, in 1770. He became prosperous as a merchant

and was prominent in the city's early history. He was one

~of the representatives of the American F

1ir Company organized
by John Jacob Astor. In 1782, he married Catherine

ollet.
- 0f their children, six boys, Joseph,

‘rancols, Pi

5;&&@ @; T,ouis and %ithel took i“E‘r]&&t parts iﬁxéhﬁ @2&

ylorat‘&@m and piax“ring of the 'f‘!fr%tc

we&tcﬂa atates
2

ggwue

morate th

eir axpliratian and

aau&vxtiﬁﬁw

- Louis, next to the youn

1796, at St. Louis. He was r

ﬁaﬁtamn, was born July 31:

, and, with his

cared there

prothers, as sons of a we ally prominent ¢

althy and soeci

family, r@eeivad an excellent cfitationi An adventuresome,

pioneering aririt was a dom

inant cheracteristic of all the

children. At the age of 53, me blind

the elder Robidoux bece
and r@tir@& 0w *

were taken over by'his SO

exploration and

ﬁ%tﬁ‘liﬁiwﬁﬁt of trading p@@ts in the Wast‘

X, quoted in the
nterprisce 9, 1915, says: "I have only one
3T   f ;0 ss?@a‘anﬂ.that 15 the way the name Robidoux is
apellcd h@;y. Rubidoux is not the proper way. The correct
way is Robidoux. An investigation of your records in the

mer county seat San Berx%rdino will show that the old
Sman signadth@ e

(nuntinuod) of the pioxaar,Louisgdbid‘;




Joseph Robidou

x,‘thn eldest son, assened his fathor'a capacity

Coupany, &st&bliah*

as a reprcs@ntative or the Ameriecan Fur

lacksnake

ing new posts on the Miasuri River and in the B

Hills section. From t ¢ brothers pushed into the

1 th their trading lara?antv

toine were among

Louis and his brother An the first

pioneer traders over the Santa Fe trail.

profitable trap-

iing activities in New Mexico and Coloradp.”

aged in

gsome time at a post 1in Taos, and eng

married Guadalupe
Garcia, daughter of one of the prominent old families of
New Mexico. | L

. In the ye
4 Louis Robidoux, with his wife and

ars following 1838, the fur trade declined
children,

t in 184
California. Shortly afte
‘ Beautifully situated

so0 tha

,;‘thﬁ

emigrated to

Santa

chased the Jurupa ranch.

Ana River Valley, it was an ideal location for a home.

1igh much of the area was an arid waste during the summer

grazing lands suitable

res of fine

riginally the rancho was a part o:

grant, Jurupa,

made to Don Juan Bandini September 28, 1838,

by Juan B. Alvarado, Mexican governor of California. It




consisted of a little more than seven leagues or about 31,000

acres extending for some twenty miles on both sides of the

Santa Ana River. Jurupa, an old Iniian name meaning peace

or triedsip s Was retained by Bandini pners of

and later o

the rancho.

Don Juan Bandini, native of Peru,
in Southern Californi

sttt led

nia under M

his lifetime he was a picturesque figure

typlecal of the better clas Californians. After

nd grant, Don Juan erected a house

lded there with his family.

eral years after the Bandini grant was made

frequently were harassed by Indian raids. 1g0 brothers
, ‘“~upa

in return for which the

sague of land near

to several Mexica

1cho

settlers protected the stock of the San Bernardi ra

s YR L !
] o "

Bandini offered the settlers a better

mo re land the upper end of the Jurupa grant

location and

across the Santa Ar

2 River. The offer was accepted by |

Hornbeck, Robidoux's

5 R o
6. Ibid., 62-63.
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settlers, who moved to the new location. Other
e known as Trujillo's

joined the settlement, which becan

Town. They acted as vaqueros on the Bandini ranchos as
well as in the capacity of soldiers. There were many

mens

ttles with the Indians who ced the stock.

- fierce be
In 1844, Bandinil s

pld part of the Jurupa rancho

3en jamin De Wilson for twent y-five cents an acre. Wile

son came to California three years ec rlier with a party

fexico. He settled in Los Angeles County as a

from New

stock raiser and was prominent in Los Angeles' early his-

tory. He built a home on the Jurupa ranch where he re-

sided with his family. After several years,

Randini sold part of the Jurupa to James Johnson and Isaac

¢ adobe house

ams of Chino. Mr, Johnson W
on his portion. Louis Robidoux had an extensive part or ¢
the Johnson property.

She Jm in 1847 ’ includin

one of the bigg

Louis Robidoux became
ous stock raisers of Southern California. He al-
lanti-

pp——

so planted fine orchards and vineyards, and raised q
, ties of grain. One of his first projects was a winery,
He built the first

~ which was famous for its producis.

- grist mill in his neighborhood. During the Mexlican War,

flour from the Robidoux mill was supplied often %o
United States troops, who, for weeks, had lived meat .

Stephen Foster, interpreter of the Mormon Battalion which

est a mos?t |

PR




Wt L@$ Ang @1. e

' 7
lifornia, recounts:

helped to occupy Southern Ca

. esessthe commissary and myself were ordered
‘40 Los Angeles to try and get some flour.
e found the town garrisoned by Fremont's
" Battalion, about 400 strong. They, too, had
nothing but’becf served out to th@n hut a8
the people had corn and beans for thair own
use, and by happening around at the houses
abouz mealtime, they could occasionally get
a square meal or tortillas and frijoles.
Here we met Louis Robidoux, of the Jurupa
Ranch, who said he could spare us some 2,000
or 3,000 pounds of wheat, which we could
grinﬂ at a 1ittle mill he had on the Santa
Ana River. So, on our return, two wagons
were sent to Jurupa and they brnught 1,700
pounds of unbolted wheat flour and two aacks |
of beans, a small supply for 400 men.
messed with one of the captains, and
agreed it was the sweetest bread we &ver tasted.

l' Q

the war, Robidoux sympathized with the Ameri-

~can cause and served in tk@ California battalion. In the
. - 8 b

enoounter‘at Chine he was among ¢

‘brother Antoine alse supportod the Am@riaans and was weunded

at San,Paaqnalo _ e HiE
Well educated and @apdblo, Louis Rcbi@oux alwaya
6-1847, when

- took an active part in local affairs. 1In 1

under a period of semi-

s and the vicinity”wera

’ nilitt.ry rule, he served as justico of the peace of the

7. S« Ce. Foster, "Reminiscences; my first procession in
Los Angeles, Mareh 16, 1847" in Historical Soclety of

~ Southern Calitornia éuhlicatiens, V 260~269.

8. lanernft Histor ? Lifor: V, 698




Etnjvxin De Wilson.

San Bernardino district, succeeding

him alealde of Los

1846, Commodore Stockton appointed

Sl o Angeles. Several years later, in 1850, he served as one

of the LQ& A |

set tlers to purapw@; ‘ﬂ

“-r““’m or the large ranch@m maintained a small

store on tht hacienﬁa for the convenience of their employees.

Robi~-

rk, early pioneer and old friendi from whorn

Leuia Robldoux maintained suoh.a atora ror
ccomodation (sie) of his hanaw» and
o . zame 0 town, sometimes for
i which oe@asiona he

; rffu @1& raneyﬁ "In
;: ocea. ionally aatad*witho%t g£004
4 and if opposed would become all the
znnreia@terminﬁ. Kot’inrr¢ vant1y'h¢ called for
80 large a supply of some article that I was
wsnstrainad‘ta remark that he could not possibly
ne 0 muc whereupon he would repeat the order
~.agf* mphasis. I aexotﬁm@a viaitad hia
ranch and reaall in particula:
.’er thme ay: mm in 1887 _}en afmr an
1sually ha s e, Rebixoum:askcd me to as~-
ng ug the inwices. The cases
ch house; and I have never
g ;:;iat ure of the numerous
and delving among the
assorted s#wda rqr all the prizes they*etuld finﬁ
f &Athus rendering t he proecess of listing the
goods much more difficult. When the delivery had
bten found correct Robidcux turmﬁi to him Mexican

o if r 1 . 175”1? ®




wife and asked her to bring the money. 8She
went to the side of the room, opened a Chinese
trunk such as every'wellwtawda M@xiaan;fwmily'had
~ (and sometimes as many as half a dozen) and drew
therefrom the tustynary'buckskin from which she
extracted the required and rath@r large amount.
 These trunks were made of cedar, and had
jality of keeping out moths. They were, theww
fore, displayed with priéc hy‘thc ownerss

Th@ Rob

1a@uxfa;aienda‘frwquaetly'off@re@1t§ hos=-

pitality to travelers and strﬁn@ers; It was a great iiaﬁanae

s0 that visitors were

ranch life

- between nelighboring ranchos @ki’t@fif

ntertained. Then the monotony of

g&gefly:?

broken and news of the day was

| @. l ey 2ratt s |
of Salt Lake City, on a trip through Southern California,

in 1051, wrote in his diary of stopping

at the Robidoux

 Wednesday 4th Rode 13 m.s. and arrtvcd A
a farm house. Iww;bitol by a Frenchman (Louis
Rabidoﬂ«) and his Spanish wife, children and
Indis rvants. Here we obtaincd a breakfast
»t bread wine, etc, for 50 cts each. <

. Frmm.thia man we lear of the burning o
Francisco eity, and ﬁt@cktan with the loss of
many'livez, and many milions (ﬁiﬁ) of merchandise.
Also a great earthquake in Chile, and the blockade
hy the Frtnah of the Sandwich Isianls and that
tha Indians of the naborehood (sic) where we then
e had fell upon and killed a Band of American
_;swnrs who were infesting the country and com-
nitting depredations, openly boasting of the same,
and biding -~ (sic) defiance to the officers of
the Law. The band consisted of about a dozen,
well armed, and were attacked and all killed by
Bows and‘arrcws Lances, ete, the Loss on the
part of the Indians was, one 'killed and 2 or 3
T'he whole ceuntry swad in a state of

wounded.

11+ P Pratt "A mbzawm.missiﬁm,tc Califarnia gy | Galifarnia
Historieal Sneicty,_n;_ iv. V¥ | |




commotion, Robery, (sic) Murder and other
Crimes were rr@quant and it is said that
Bribery and corrupti on on the part of those
who Stand to administer the Law was of so
frequent occurrence that there was no pros-
pect of Justice or protection to the citizens.
All hearts were fearful, anmd no one felt safe
in person or property. | |

of San Bernes

rdino had

The Indians in the vicinity

' always been particularly troublesome, terrifying

on stock au prdp-

by their raids and depredations

Hor _*ch Wi ote of tha wcmsity or trn;a to protect

(“n«p _ .; ~em @a;wxrﬁtno*r;w@ftha 1ncuraiana

of the Mojave and Piute Indians, Colonel A« J.

ﬂmith of the United States infantry was sent in
to the Oaj-n Paaa with ftrty dragoons.

\pril of the same year a part of the Mormon
";ttalian was Mnt to establ i&h a post at Chino,
weatwarl or Jurupa. In 1862 a post was estab~
1 1sk ine Jurupa grent by Captain Lovell and
30 ‘n_lléf . e s A ﬂ > 11 b'y .ps waa
kopt at Jurupa for two years, when they were
witum'm in 1854.

Lldoux was active and continued to manage

his rar until his deatk , . | .
by his widow and children.
th

seventy-seven. He was survived

'I:“rm’ of the latter still reside i.Rh@rsme» His de
nity and was felt especially

- was a great loss to the commu

among the other pioneer settlers of Southern California.
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In 1869, four thousand acres of the Robidou X
rancho as well as some acreage of neighbori 1g ranchos was

sed by the Califa

purecha nia Silk Center Ammtio. Louis

Prevost, organizer of the assoecia tion, a prominent silx

2rry tree nursery

grower in Los Angeles, owned a large mulbe

cocoonery. He planned the creation of a silk worm

G ;,:ﬂ

- colony and chose the bidoux rancho as an ideal location

for his experiment.

alirfornia Gleny Associa+

w@tivﬁ of Remssileer

aty, New York pu:mhasad the mm from th@ silk auﬁcm‘*

ite. TUnder the EEPM"“

oW, J:_.;xupa : ahortly afterward re-

Rivmide , Was laid out . an&mity of watcr was

my of th@ wlnny a muem. How=-

)nly obstacle in the

ever, this was overcome by the means of an 1r {on ¢

whi diverted the waters of the Sant

use of the new town.
| 14

the )umha:e*

ot e eoncerning

Harris e ark wr
To many pamons, the price was quite enough;

old Louis Robidoux had long refused to list his

portion for taxes, and some one had deseribed

the acreage as so iry that even eoyotes, in cross=-

ing, took along their canteens fur safety.

,'ai&, 590-391 .
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Judge Nertaezzansiﬁely advertised in Califosxia
the aaatesx states fine opportunitias offered by the

colony at Rivaraide* Soon a number of families too

a

Within a few years

after the ereation of the new

settlement, the old Robidoux rancho b@:am@ the s@tt”f ;q.

' Among the first
r C. (Fliza)

Tibbets, who went there from Before she a%arﬁed

for California, Mrs. Tihb@ts viaitta the propagati

)

an,garlena

Jepa rtment et.axrieultura at,aaskingt@mhwhere'Mhe'

‘secured several fruit trees to plant at her new home. Among

‘the trees she recelved were two of the Washington navel
hat ¢

me, been 1
hia, Brazil.

nge, Whiech had, shortly before t

troduced
Mrs. Tibbets

into th

e United States from Bs

orange trees by the d
tage in Riverside, California. She
fully. '

them every day

oor of her smll cot

because of the scarcity of water. Within a

couple of years the two trees bore fruit of such a superior

quality that they attracted attention throughout Southern
California. Gro

ers of the State budded their seedling
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nge groves with buds from the Tibbets navel orange

ﬁntirﬁ :ji& srawup t_‘

navel orange industry of Califo

two trees. It was an unexpected boom for Riverside, which

became one of the world's famous eitrus regions. Today the

site of Riverside, @ic@,aa the bench lands of the Robidou

rancho considered a worthless arid waste, is among

15 | {
of the *tat@‘l w i

wealthiest r@giw-s

vrlﬁki 1§24 th& Prosper

ous city with its surround-
Fobldoux

ing pileturesque countryside, the hill known as M.

pe rpetuates the name of the early pioneer. It was so named

by Juan Bandini, from whom Le

uis Robldoux purchased the

Jurupa re

ncho. Near its base, Juan Bautista de Anza camped,

in 1774, when he made his first exploration by land to

the Pacific Coast. A road winds up to the

which is seen the wooded river bed of the Santa Ana
has made

fertile fields

ineering

waterless in summer. Irrigational eng

ntless orange groves and
which extend in all directions, the snow covered Sierras

tablet on the mc

beyond. In 1909, a cross and sy b
éaéigﬁ

ted to the memory of Padre Juniperewsarra, was

by William Howard Taft.

ge and service there draw pe

f@rnia.lé

- e vounvy 41 ""“451 .
16"A§Drury’ ,_  _ y Ky .

s 124w123*




Robidoux home is about a mile

. ~ The site of the old
to Riverside. O

River bridge, near the westerm

1ly a few the old ranch

houge, 8 ‘one-story adobe with broad verandas, typical of

early Cal rnia ranch houses. A few of the many old trees

whi

¢h sheltered the house still stand. The State D.A.R.
orial tablet ’

‘has placed a Robidoux men on the bridge whic

pans the Santa Ana

River near the rancl
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