
, ~nlliw:ck I ot d , 
London , 1 . 10 . 

.. 

23rd Pebruary, 1P~4 . 

Den Polany &, 

I shall be certainly until onday 

even n, in t; e Str~d Pal:...ce Hotel, room 415 . 

You can r each me by ' phone onl unt 1 9 a . m. 

in my !'t) m, anri 1, ter on you :1 st lo·lve a 

message, und ask them to page me as t -· urgent . 

I s o:lld 1· ke t o know, if o• si ble n udva ce . 

·then you ore coming , there is no del vor: of 

talc rnms on Sunda . 

I have wired to i gner , t anking him 

and s t;a tin1 thu t I ac very in teres ted in high 

volta e, Jhat I could 'Ji. thou t d .fficulty v1s1 t 

ui ra t if required, and t ' at I a:n ·mo.hle to 

decide ; efore I r1ave seen him . I ~hould like to 

tell you many interesting th ngs , but I wont rite 

about them, a s I hope to sco ~ ou. 

ours 

Leo zilard . 



D ~.r 1:1r .. Pol anyi , 

, rlCll iuick Rocd , 
. uawel~ lliJ. 1 
L .don \ . lo . 

13th J ~y, 19~- · 

'BStiun":i of JO_icy .i "" c l' ect·on , .: t..'h. t _o nntonts 

o·<> w i c'1 ou kn:J'tl' . ~1G dcvcl Jmcnt 1a up t_ll 

1'orsha:ctm.rod in - ~ pn t o nts . • t is r .ther t he 

b ec ome r ::.po f o ... LC'c_o~1. Tho dovclopucnt 18 ~~so 

i .... t c:;;>oc t :Lnt,; f o. t~w p o:tnt; f \il ti o.f cho~ t y 

o it u i l . be ··m3 ... ible to h vo ~ rudi O- t'Ct:t re 

i. f:'.o t op o.-3 o · very nn.ny c lo , ~nts and uno thera • s 

d~ "> - t:c l;::.vo l rulicators bo·m i:n chcn'!in t r y o.nd 

I lmos -c bel · e o now thnt ~· 11 shoulc ~onr1 idcr tnkil'lG p 

t · _s ::·o l d and hu.ro al rendy bulli ed Panoth into b i l cing 
~( -~ 

n Gci0e~}c om1.tor. ·• Per :1o.ps you could 1 t oo mm: ·..,ow 
• ,It •\},! 
·Nt ~,.Ji' 

l O!li: you \illl s t uy in l.I&.n..:h os -er nnd I :any b on v i s it 

,,:ou for o. :.. ovr c. nys ' f convenient . 

Yours 

~f:l ~ 1S.~r:.a.,. .. n,_q yo!'- n mo~- ornnd:u:m d.n ted Juilif 13th tf i c l I 
•JP'Il l.d onct. &J.oo to i e nor , Fel l ner mid. Lane but 'lot 

tn, tho ot1. c~"s mon t:oncd th ::ein . I may a l s send y~u a 
len; to~1 t tl e editor of n 1T tu:-a 11 u r mrh .,.. lft not ovor
h a.ulea. f'i·om the :.po · nt of vi tl f 1 linh. 



I I 

z -l ~cHRm. 
Von:~- Y. olan:y, 

Kenmore, 
Didsbury Park, 
Me..nches ter . 

De&T Szilard, 

11. Nov . 1934 . 

Tel . 3838 Didsbury . 

I have s.ooken to Donnan bout you \hen te was 
sta ing with us durine the p t two days . I have menti oned 
no det ils, it was he who did the s 1 eakine most l y . He 11ould 
like to hel p you . His i dea is a financier , a very ri ch man. 
who would l at you do just as you plea e, asking only for a 
dividend at the end . Do you w nt him to follow U J this 
direction? Person~lly I do n1t feel too confident of the 
success, but the plrn is not unintellicent . Further .no re : 
wi ll you let me report to As chner that you are in the course of 
makine; great inventions and t hat I would see a favoure.ble 
o .. portunity for &n investment as stiller Gesellschafter . He 
could ask me and Donlan to be his trustees . Especially if 
you come ·to work irt l~ruiches t:et . These overcau t.i.Ot.H1 1JclO 1le 
are often the first to invest their money under such extra
ordinary condit i ons . 

Donnan told me that there is an OJ) osit i on to you. 
on account of takinc patents . A physi cist (no t Rutherford} 
told h im so . 

Please en wer question about Aschner BOO • ince 
I am about to write h i m about somethine el e . 

Yours 

U. P . 
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TE LEPHON E : A RDWICK 2 6 81 . 

PR OF ESSO R M. PO LANY I. 

-;:_y dear 3zi::.Rrd, 

THE VI C TORIA 

UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER 

DEP A RTMENT OF CHEMISTRY 

:.-21-3-'.,h ' 
J ..1ne, 
l9::.:J. 

:: ,_:<...t"~1er ::'101 J!~ talk . .,it'-1 ···eiz,·-~ann :""'~-:·,~is 
avo1uably i :c.c_ined -:.1''-:l.r-:is 1.8 _oundation J f :researc >-t 

~'L_. .J:::tt ion '):C. the lines .i c' ~s~ b;r 1:.3 i 1 ··anc est r . =- ., ... il r3.ise t 'i ... ) int •v ith ·:·il statter by · ... "le ~:nit of 
t -d week, <>:"1d. Nill .._;ro') ·- bly Cl ook r.1e ... ') co;:'le t _, ondon 
for a. discu 3 .:.o'l on this J11a t:er. :::have 1•romi e ed to 
z,o if h e _·ec:, i:r "!S ·:·~ ; o ,~re mi gh t 11eet soon a aL. 

~r • L • S z i l ar d , 
~h~ Clarend n Laborato~ , 
0 x f o r d. 



Professor Me Polanyi, 
Manchester University, 
MANCHESTER. 

16, ADDISON CRESCENT 
LONDON, W.14. 

5th July 1 1935. 

My dear Profesflor Polanyi, 

Wills tatter was hGre for only a very short time, 
and I felt it would have been too much trouble to ask you 
to aome to London. But I had a word with him with re~ard 
to Dr. Szilard 1 e affairs, and I think he shares your ;iew. 
I shall take some steps in the near future, and shall let 
you know :i:r anything develops as a result of' them. 

With kind regards, 
lam 

Very sincerely you~ 

d!~ 



.I 
;•) ·,,:.. 
~ II 'I'-

., 
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THE UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER. 

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY 

FROM 

~ PROFESSO R M. POLANYI June 18th 19l:.O . 

r 

r 

) 
TELEPHONE , ARDWICK 2 68 1. 

Dear Sila.rd, 

I run interested at the worncnt :il1 C.evisin:::; a ne thod. for the 1"\l.J.l'i::'ication 
o: t he l i ;;l1t isoto}!e of uraYJ.iun . I .::11.[\\i t~:3..t this i s a ~l':i' j Act on '·rllich £'.. 
l ar::;e m.u.tl .~er of 1.ro:::~:crs 2.re e1:::;c-.:::;ec1 "nrl :i..n o:ccler not t c ·:::'.;:;tc 1 ~:' ti• te I ,-·ov~d 

lil:e t o asl: :,rou to hel:r ue . I ·,:ov~ r~ l i':e ~~o ::no·.! l!oo:; fCII' t;:e Yro_k '1o.s 'been 
carl~ied out o..lread;:.r i..11 t 1e Unite d 3tates 2nd ·:rhich is considered tl ere to b e 
the most p omioins l ine of dtack . I believe that the centrifu~D.l ne thod 
in the forT.! of a fract ionation cohmm, as su.c~es tecl l)y FJ:·e~r , i s the raos t 
hopeful, but I h ave no e:x::::>e r i mental expe rience of £1n~rt~1ing of t! e kind and in 
consequence do not t1·us t my estimate ve r:_• uuch . _he t:ethod of Clusius seer.:s 
also c apable of c1evelopnent to a p:::·acticai)le d e ::;ree ·but ai3D.in I feel uncertain 
about t h is p oss i b ility. 

This letter n rit ten by ru1.yone but r:1yse .. f to a1.1;:,rone hut yourself ,·roulc1 
seem v er>J sill y but i.n vie,·.,r of our olc1 friendshi p y ou Yrill 1mdersb.1 d the sol·t 
o_ advice I need in this t·latter. · i -y only ~;_ oul:Jle is yom· U11.Y.ri lli.l1Ulcss to 
nrite l etters but may I p l ease assm:e yo~ t hat this uay b e r eally important , .;oth 
t o me and t o r.J.Y ollabor £'..t ors in tl;e Ph:~s ics :Ue;?artJ:-.ent he re . 

'Je are n ot in hi~h spirits he1·e at the I'!'l.Ome_ t but are sufficiently 
c or.l:)OSed t o carr:,r on n ith \Tor lc even thov . .::;h i t nay not oe of i r1unedia te u t ility for 
t he uar but , of course , all other i.nterests al·e al u os t conpl etcly effaced. I 
hope that I may yet see you and ·.ri u 1er a.::;ain a11d vroulcl be c;r ateful to receive a 
l etter from e ithe r of you. v 

Dr.Le o Szilard, 
Pupi.n Physics Laborator i es, 
Colw •1bia Univers i ty, 
IiE'J YORK . 

Yours ever, 

I 

l, ' 

' 
~-



Dear Polanyi: 

Hotel King's Crown 
420 West ll6th Street 
::Jew :orl( City 

ugust 18 th, 193o 

Today I aru writ i~~ to you i n order to en u i:i·o ab ut a let-

ter rec~ive~ by 7 1 ner, a c opy of ica I enclose . 

May I fir'3t of all tel l you for your infornation tho,t your 

beryllium block is being u ed in experiments conce:rnin-· tho poo

s ibility of cha in reactions in uranium. The last exper:msnt of 

thi a type, which ~as J~intly reported by Fermi nnd ffiyse_f, nus 

published on August lst in t h e Physical Revie , and 1 ::mt enclosing 

a manuscript in place of a reprint which is not yet available. 

It appears to be difficult to obtain another beryllium block, and 

so we would very much like to keep yours if you do not actually 

need it. Should the letter of Gilson be a mere matter of routine, 

and if your department does not really need the block, we would 

very much like to purchase it from your department in eaee thie 

is feasible. On the other hand, at any time When you should want 

the block, please send me a. cable, and the block will then be 

sent by the next fast boat or by air mail, 

It appears that all those thin3s about Which we talked in 

1936 in connection with the possibility ot a nuclear chain reaction 

are now coming true, and we are working at present at high pressure. 

Are you not going to visit America this tall~ 

Yours. 

(Leo Szilard) 





FROM 

X 

THE UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER. 

DEPARTMEN T OF CH E MISTRY 

PROFESSOR M . POLAN Y I 

TELEPH O NE : ARDWI C K 2 681 

· .. e .. ,r, it. <J 

l o e.ul. --:y; .in"" o:: ": .. e '·:U ~ 'nd i.1 
co11:::;e uer ce r,_o ~ "'~ ... :l,:) t r ./ s ·~.U ~,._te ve :, c f ,lu:;it~s seer ~ 

1 so c< . .J~:C.ble of velo~11 ent Jco "1. ~·:-- -:::tic 0 bL"' 8-~"~in _~P.el i.'J.ce_·t ..i.!:. 
ab01..1.L. t:!:! 3 ~OS -;2_bili t~r • 

::::.is lette:;..~ .Tit"~e > • _1:·o e ,,[; _-;:;e~:: to c. 1~·o. e (Jut _ro J ·s0"' ' oul ~ 
:::;eem VCru· silly ut n vj_e 0_ Our OJ r'encb}:i't") JO 1 i:i..J. "'!! er t ·- U t1e :::;n·t 
o_ E'.r vice ~ neet'c in t:1is atte-~ . J o.•l~ '~·~ou· >le is ·our tm' il:.'...::i...."'l ness to 
' J.Tte J.s ~ters b ,t ray I _lease ·csst".l'C ~ ot: t' <tt '-' :_s <•_, :..e ·e ly i ,_ o tant , botL 
toLe "''no. to r. vr ollcbo:.."".4~0-'-> .!..n ~,he _ ll."'Sics .Jc_mt err .... 1e·e . 

e are no~ i..l. hi .... h S_>irits .Cl'e ~-t t:.(~ I O•,ent Ott 2.1'<~ su:•·.:_~i"'n+J.u• 
on onecl t o ca::ru- on' i·'·. ork evel'l t .. o '~h it r.~y no~ · e 01' j eu.iate ''~ilitv .:o 

the • .:.~.r ·"luc , o ... course , 2~1 o Lsl' ::i....t1te:::-ests a ·e ~ o.:;t ::o 1.li.. ;~cl.· ef_'ace • I 
10~)0 t:u;!t I '.ay yet se~ u·ou 3!1 i~n~!' (..:: in a'l.ll .. Ot:.l be ~r·:t.te 'ul to receive a 

,:::>in I '1=·sinn ; '""bo:::a';o_·ies , 
,.~ ollu 'i 1..- .:i.:e_~si"v-, 

( 
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Professor Michael Polanyi 
Victoria University 
Manchester 
England 

Dear Polanyi: 

October 6, 1953 

I was away f rom Chicago when your telegram arrived and 

didn't receive it until it was too late. Otherwise, I should 

have called you ovae the telephone. 

I hope that : ou will perhaps be back a Gain for another 

visit before lonr; to talk to the Ford ·~ound:ation people. I 

expect to spend most of my time in the East during this coming 

acade:nic year and expect to be every r.eek a few days in New York 

and the r est in Boston. If you come to New 'Yor..: a gain , you can 

find out wherH I am staying by callin~,; the secretary of A. N. 

Spanel at Longacre 3- SOOO. 

I was happy to learn f rom Eva that you are exceptionally 

well and nourishing. 

Yours , 

Leo Szilard 

LC): jda 
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Dr. Leo Szilard, 
Hotel Dupont Plaza, 
Washington 6, D.C., 
U.S.A. 

My dear Szilard: 

22 UPLAND PARK ROAD 

OXFORD 

T EL . 58288 

18 May, 1961 

I do not know exactly when the copy of your "Voice of 
the Dolphins" arrived, for I have been away, abroad, for a 
month and have only just returned •. I read the little book at 
one go, though I had seen ~arts of 2t before. It reminded me 
of Volt~ire's "Candide" which he wrote as a joke at the age of 
80 and is today the only of his writings still alive in the 
popular mind. Maybe that you will be remembered by these 
li~ht-hearted fancies long after ~our contributions t~ 
science will have joined the melting pot of anonymity. 
However that may be, I do hope that future editions will 
remind the reader that you indulged this playful mood while 
suffering from inoperable cancer. However important your 
political ideas may prove I think that your exam~le in facing 
your predicament may prove of even greater benefit to men. 

Your jollity is so genuine that I read you without any 
painful thoughts. Instead, I enjoyed throughout the authentic 
ring of your voice, the very gestures and mannerisms with 
which you woul~reduce your amusing sallies. In fact, the 
whole panorama of our past meetings was evoked, right back 
to our days in Dahlem. You have so vividly brought back your 
whole person to me that I feel I have for the first time 
taken true possession of it. 

A ~w weeks ago I had a letter from Eva Zeisel from 
which I gather that she sees you frequently. She thought 
that you are warmer and more human than you ever were oefore. 
Perha~s she is ri~ht. We do not normally express our feelings 
but llve them until the time comes to sum our lives spent 
with those we are going to leave behind. 

I suppose this is whi I am writing to you as I would 
have never done before. t is that I ~ealize that ~ life 
on which I now look back as not been r1ow2ng tnrougn tfie 



2. 

world at large but was channelled and shaped by intimacy 
with a small group of people. It is odd. It has always 
puzzled me to hear that the Cambridge philosopher G.E. Moore 
regarded human relations as the supreme value in life. I 
suppose it simply means that our existence is largely 
composed of such relations. 

This reminds me that I just had a letter from James 
Franck (congratulating me on my 70th birthday) for it was 
Franck who first told me of the arrival in Berlin of a 
curious young man called Szilard; and thereby hangs a story 
which I want to verify with Franck before I pass it on to 
you. 

I wonder whether it is true that you are writing your 
autobiography. This story would fit i~nicely. 

So much for the moment. A few weeks ago, John had a 
daughter who is our first grandchild! so we propose to go 
to see them at the end of' August. trust you will be well 
enough to see me about ten days later. I shall try to find 
my way to you, whether you are in New York or in Washington 
at the time. 

J 

~ ~ 

~~~·, 
~· tA 4.-l' V(" 

~· y-r· 





CLASS OF" SERVICE DESIRED \ WESTERN DOMESTIC CABLE 
1207-B 

TELEGRAH ORDINARY 

DAY URGENT 
LETTER RATE 

SERIAL DEFERRED UN I 0 N IJ tGHT tuGHT 
LmrR LETTER 

SPECIAL SHIP 
SfRYICE RADIOGRAM 

Patrons &hould cbtck d:u. of servtec 
des~n!d; otherwi.Mt the meaage .. ;u be 

tnnamilt.ed as a t.elegram or R . B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C . WILL EVER 
ordin.ary ablegr.un. PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE- PRESIDENT 

Send the fol/owmg meS3age, subJect lo the terms on back hereof, whtch are hereby agreed to 

Sender' • address 
for reference 

k ~"':::~----

Sender's telephone 
number -

,/ CHECK ' 
ACCOUNTING INFORMATION 

lr TIME FILED 

"\ 

9 _ _ _ 

~"-_____ 
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