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September 25, 1961 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL 

Mr~ Charles Bartlett 
c/o Chattanooga Times 
National Press Building 
washington, D. c. 
Dear Mr. Bartlett: 

I have been convinced for some time that no satis­
factory solution of the Berlin issue is possible unless 
East Germany shifts its capital from East Berlin and East 
Berlin is permitted to become a free city, at about the 
same time that West Berlin may become a f'ree city. If 
there is no satisfactory solution to the Berlin issue, 
West Berlin will wither away rapidly and its half empty 
shell will be a conspicuous monument - visible to all -
to the failure of the West. 

I t is a foregone conclusion that the proposal that 
East Germany sh1i't its capital would meet with sales 
resistance. I believe 1 however, I am in an exceptionally 
good position to argue this point with Khrushchev both 
because I am deeply convinced that such a shift of the 
capital is essential for a genuine accommodation and also 
because I had a rather good conversation with him about 
this point in October of last year. 

\Vhile I might have a fair chance of $el11ng him on 
the idea of setting up both East Berlin and West Berlin1 

each ae a free city, I would not undertake to try to sell 
him on setting up the whole of Berlin as one free city. 

I could hop a plane and fly to Moscow, but there would 
notperhaps be much sense in my doipg so unless I were 
given to understand that the general approach to the 
problem which is described in the attached article meets 
with the approval of' the White House. This need not mean, 
of course, that the particular "package " described in the 
article is acceptable, as it stands. But it would need 
to mean that the general philosophy from which this 
package is derived would be acceptable and that the 
relinquishing of East Berlin by East Germany would be 
part of some package, derived from this philosophy. 



I wonder whether 1 if I were to go to Moscow~ it might 
not be useful for some other private person who has the 
confidence of the White House to accompany mes as an 
observer. He could ait in on my conversations with 
Khrushchev, without actually participating in the conver­
sations and subsequently he could report to the White House. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



July 10, lUGl 

Ch.·rle8 ~ rtlett 
tt noo) i 1es 
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'ru .. t.t: 

.norc nd more concerned about t:ac. loc~- oi rcnl 
o1•eign •olicy . tt~cr:ed iio> · Letter to th.c 

Berlin cri~1is \:.r ic.1 ... ,rotc over 
n .. tor Coo'lcr put into t tO Con•"I'CS ·ioi · 1 IJ. 

i "rt.icular approach , ·)crlw s you ml J 1t ~.c to 
..:.n •.. o .. c. Lcre • here it 1.1' Ght do r;o ,e ,ooc • 

s • rule I um ublc to undcr::.;tam. the ·ovct:l the lcL.ssir. 11'3 m:c 
in- uy puttin1:: :.;yt>clf j n their plnco -~nc.' a::.; ~in"'; JOel i w~- .i t I 

·•v J.d C:o if I 1crc in t wir shoes . I tM ? L ••ever , :r-ntt or mz ·l(~ti 
by tht>ir t ')<rent ucsir to estoblis.t Ln.st G·~r .• a y ~ r.:; uu indo lend­

! ilc on he f4Cc of it t :a.c situ· tion in Em.·o Je mny 
ore st.._1 )lc i:f J~ast 1c:r· 1r ny ia roco,,niscd ~o :-.!.n in­

state, I >~rtJonally have .;eriol£ douot..., about t1is . 

fh.~rc is ccnsidcral.llc discontent in Lnst G~r <u.uy . As long 
n~ Ea~n; ':r<.r. '·tiY is not l:.~eoognizcd t.s a sovereign Btatc , put tinG 
doMu ._ rcvol t ,.__.uld be a police :.;o<!.Suro whic~l the t~Ust.si<..ns coulcl 
undcrtal;: ~ 1:i tho ~t . crio..Asly· riskinr.~ international <'hlplic.::.tions . 
Dut once ~>,c...st Gt>. nany is r<:~cogni. sed i-~S u sovereign cotmtr,'f , then 
it' there io a revolt • .ad l~u.::;ein sends in troo)S to ~,.Jut it do\'lll , 
.'Jest Gcr .any !.:ay tilso be i mpelled. to intervene and w, mny have 
a serious international crisis . 

1.1ith all respect :t'or I"lruehchev' s intelligc.lcc m d .indge .tent , 
vhicll i n "<.moral I hold in high regard , I wontter \' hetl1cr he has 
given suliicicnt thou ht te ti.1is . 

.J : D 

Sincerely yours , 

Leo Szi l ard 

Hotel DuPont Ploza 
Wnshing t on , H •. C • 
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October G, 1961 

Mr . Charles Bartlett 
c/o Chattanooga Times 
National Press Bu~lding 
Washington 5, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Bartlett: 

Enclosed is one of my masterpieces which I sent 
to Gardner Cowles . You might find it amusing, if not 
instructive, if you read it . 

Also enclosed is a little book , Red Alert, which 
I very much would like you to read . Even though 
things have changed in the three years that elapsed 
since the book was written and even though great efforts 
have been made by the present Administration, tho 
problem is still not solved . There are certain 
things which I would like to discuss with you in this 
context. 

I am leaving tomorrow morning for Boston to 
attend some ceremonies at Brandeis Ubiversity, but I 
should be back by the middle of next week and if I 
may, I shall then telephone you at your office. 

Enclosures 2 

Very sincerely yours~ 

Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6 , D. C . 

P.S. Enclosed also my article on the Berlin issue in 
The New Republic . 

L. S . 
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