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PATROL REPORTS EAST SEPIK DISTRICT 1953-56

Report No, Area Patrolled

Y i
1-53-5% P.B, We.ke Yellow River, Maimai
Lower Wapi Area

2~53=54 P.B. Wenke 5 Chaf::‘:l!. Lakes & Hinter

1-54%-55 \ N.’, Grant Burui “Kunai" area

: " Cpbaire d \
e  comadl A S & Au t R.
2 5%-55& vr,,.M“-* M, Brightwell ipper Sepik gus

e o= N.J. Grant Waskuk Hills-Numau- Sepik
from Malu to Yesam J
he54=55 M,W, Brightwell Main Sepik

1-55=56 D,E, Faithful BuruA:lL.. Weriman, Tolembi
ea

2-55-56 DB, Faithful Burui, Tolembi, Middle
Sepik ¥illages

3=55-56 M, Brightwell Upper Cepik & August R.
4-55-56 D.E, Faithful Chambri Lakes CD

5=55=56 D,E, Faithful Waskuk CD

6-55-56 D.E, Faithfui Yambi Yambi, Chambri Lake

7-55-" D,E, Faithful Screw River, Numan area,
Waskuk Hills

e
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§
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[Report 7 [sic] of 55-56 by M. Brightwell also included here. Original
document filed with reports for 56-57.]
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Mave apenm 23rd December, 1953.

The Director,
Department of District Services
& Native Affairs,

EORT MORESBY.

AMBUNTI PATROL REP...I NO. 1/53-5%

Three copies of the above report are
forwarded for your information, please.

This patrol, despite its brevity, appears
to have been very well aud conscientiously conducted.
The report is, indeed, quite informative and Mr.
Wenke is to be commenée for his efforts.

The delay in submission was occasioned by
the ill-hecalith of Mr. Wenke upon his completion of
the patrol.
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{(A.T. TIMPERLEY)
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District Headquarters,
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10th November, 1953,

the Assistant vistriet ufficer,

Al JUs A,

AnSUnts PATRUL REPURL NJ, I, of 53/5«.
REPORY ON PAIROLIV YRLLUW RIVER PASSING TnROUGH

Lol IOWER wAl-mAs, ANDD Tai LW WAPL ArsA.

x’A;KUb L'UHUUUS& b!o e Do db’i‘n Pa ‘:0

EURUPEANS AUCUMPA_,’!’{IHG. A, KZLLY, E. M. A

QBJECYS OF PATHOL, 1. uUensus the NUMAU ares and contact
he natives living to the west of
NUMAU,

2. Endeavour to establish if tnere is
any appreciaole pepulation between
the Southern mAi-mAl boundaries, the
LUmi boundaries,and the Sepik,

3. ¥V visit the fellow River area.

R Ed
4. To contact tne Upper Sepik natives *
Visitsd last May, Ambunti %eport & )
DURAL LUN. 4/ 10/ 53==19, Lu/ 63 19 days.
£ExSUMEL, KeZ NOe 344V Constable ADENg U= 4
¥ 2765 » NAMAL AN,
" " 6629 & AKUBL,

NoM, v, SLKLN,

40 carriers,

et e S ———

ANERUDUCT LUN,

The main purpose of the' patrol was to establisn if there
are in reality natives inland from the Sepik and South of

the mAi-mAL and WAP1 boundaries,in the area that is marked on
the map as entirely sago awamp.

Un my patrol to the upper Seplk xiver(Ambunti xeport
80,6 of 53/63) it was stated tnat tnere are villages inland
from the Sepik.lhe idea was to walk around the other side
of the swamp and see if the natives contacted ecould tnrow
any lignt on tne natives between tnem and tne sepii,
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FALNRUL D1IAxY,

1/ L0/ 63

2, 1u/53

3/ 1u/ 63,

5/10/563

6/10/53,

7/40/53,

8/ L0/ 83,

9/ 10/ B3,

/10753

11/ 1vy B3

veparted on patrol tnis morning per the wmv,
n0l=-UN @aptain Mr's B, MACKLE, Passed fambon,
meliwel and finally anchored at BEGLEM, Camped,

rroceeded further inland up a grassy barad until
the ship could proceed no furtner, trangferred

to canoes and proceeded for anotner hour, went
ashore .t Kowaka canoe point and walked to village
througnh swamp arriving there acv 12 noon, this pm
censused the villages,AuWAKA,and NAGEr ], Slept,

Mmoceeded to AmAKL, Uensused, necruited a carrier
line. vamped,

veparted amani 7,30 am. rassed througn densely
forrested plains.no roads but pads fo!lowea and
tracks cut.4. 3u pm arrived at wASEL viillage,
viilage barricaded but natives friendly, uLarge

quantities food purchased and patrol camped for
the night.

vonducted initial csnsus and book issued. voubt
i census complete. wASEL natives asked to guide
the patroi to the next village. Arrived at sUO=iN
after four houve walk through forest and swanp.
natives friu.lly and large quantities of food
purchased. this afternoon co nducted census and
made enquiries re the surrounding countey, K. &, A
very busy attending to numerous large “ropical
vleers, 5pm, Soe rau natives walked inté the
village. the road to tneir village was through
walgt deep swamp, =0 the patrol did not visit ine
viilage. camped for tne night.

7. am veparted for Perewate,9am mroke out of tne

bush into gently undulzting kunai country, interspersed
with waist deep sago swampe, 12, 3opm arrived at o
18URA. rood purchased and the patrol moved to ;
FPEREWAIE(censuged for the first time by MR, G, VEARNE

in 1952).muge quentities of food brought forwsrd
and natives very rriendly.'amped.

ratrol rested for tne day. & w. A. very busy )
attending the sick who were plemtiful, Some
inrorm..ion on lower ares obtained,

PYERK0ALE natiTes tried to get the patrol to

divert its eourse to UREKIAGK rather than rather
than procedd further in, rroceeded, however to

AMURA( previously visited but not censused)Cool
reception. rhis pm.officer and Police walked to
tlmln to purchase food,which was obtained. vamped
again at Amuxa, A few smadl hamlets were pa.sed XR®X
through today but all were deserted.

Leparted for YilUl. Arrived after 5 hours through
kunail and sago Swamp. very large village and actually
in the Lumi area.-atives friendly and lots of

food purchased, “emales extremely timid.rhe aftarnoon

spent talkingto the natives re the surround.ing
area

veparted yilLUL at Sam, xoad bassed thr.ugnh swampy
plaine and sago swamp at times waist deep. arrived
at YAKsxDim 4. 30, Garriers and Ufficers exhausted.
rood purchased and extra rations issued.

Be we 4o treaving sick, 1iam departed Pfor ABRAU, A
similiar road fto yesterday.arrived asxau 2pin.

v e A AT
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1S/ :0/563 continued. rhis village is regularly visited from
LMt and is actual'> P”}y two days from Luml, B M. A,
busy,as usual witn “he Large number t sores etc.

12/ 10/63. vbeparted ABRAU B am and arrived at NAwml I2 noon
after a hard "alk through swamp and forest, Navives
friendly but very timid. Limited amounts of food
purchased, 'is pm lined what natives were present
and explained “he aims of tne wovernment etc.uarriers
quartered in ofne of the boy houses but terrifiea
by Jjaw pones ete hanging u~.

13/ 10/53. peparted Nami at © @m. ¥alking througn swanp kunai and
forest.+assed through AWV hamlet,Natives timid,
woved on to p/s&i hamlet,+itched the tents and campeds
Afternoor spenb amongst the natives.Some d.fficulty =
was expr ienced crossing the Yellow Kiver today as
only one very small canoe w28 gvailable,

14/ 10/53, paparted PApEL 7,50, Arrived mIkiYAskl at 9 an, wamlet
deserted.woved on throusgh swamp and fcreet through
two deserted hoaldets and m~rived &t AbxiANL on the
panks of the Seplk Kiver.Currisrs very elated at
again seeilng tne Sepik.this pm purchfised five canoes
from the ABRIAMI people.Two rafts were made out of
the canoes for 200mile trip downstream to Ambunti.

15/10/53. Departed AHRIAml and cofinenc2d drifting downstream,
A few houses roughly constructed seen on tre banks
of the Sepi:z. Went nahego and pitched cam’ at ©.pm.

16/10/563., proke camp at Ham, 10. am passed tne may River.Contactea

some natives who at first appeared hostile, Proceeded

further downstream and srrived al InNiCK village at 6pm.
urand reception and large quantities of food purchased.

A7/10/53, smA attending to the sick.Departed dowmstPeam at I0a.m
and eventually camped near KubKAls viilage at 6. 3upm,
sumerous natives geen on the Sepik dQuring the day.

-

18/ 10/ 53. proke camp at Sam.Urifted past Wogamush and Wasurian
hamlets.*“atives visited rarts in midstream, vamped at
6. pm.

19/10/83, proke camp at Sam, Arrived YESSAN village at noon,
varrier line psaid off and sent nome.*ew crew taken
on for four nour trip to Ampbunti, Arrived smbunti at
4.pm.

Owing to the nature of the terraln,‘le uncertainty of
meeting natives and obtaining food the patrol,of necessity,
moved fast. Several different linguistic groups were passed
threugh and the attitude of the natives towards the patrol
varied considerably.

the officer originally fourd out through the NUMAU
natives that there were swamp dwellers inland from the Sepik.
‘“his was later confirmed when J visited the Upper Sepik
and learnt from the WOGAMUSH,KAULisEL,OUM, TAURL,and INIUK
natives that there are villages inlanéd witn whom the river
people have limited contaci, At the time of this visit 1t was
virtually imposeible to proceed inland dve to the wet and
high water season,However now the opportunity was taken,
during the dry,to make further enquiries frcex the other side

into the habits of these natives

n-hmm”h* © T
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After the patrol left AMAK( tracks became indistinc?
and the natives contacted seemed reluctant to part with
any information. All villages knew only the village on eitner
gide of them and very rarely moved out of their own
territory.

The WASEl natives were friendly but at the same time
tinid, the village was barricaded at hoth ends however tne
natives state that all fighting has now ceased. A number of
young men are away at work and to date none have returnoed,
4+t is angicipated that the return of these men will frently
assist in bringing these people under “overnment influerice,
it was not until the patrol had¢ left the WASEL/NO-in area
thet it was foun@ there were other villages towards the
gepik. this was learnt from the Lulual of FURAWALTE(MAL-MAL)
who some years ago as an Assistant “ecruiter Had entared .
the area in search of recruits.,ne states there are but three
hamlets to his knowledge,who however know of more people
deeper 1in,

After laaving the village of NU=in the patrol moved to
rRura and rexAWATI in the AITAPE S.D. The villages of WASEI
should be controlled with the mil-wmAl natives and unddubtedly
will pe once the mAI-MAI Patrol Peost 1s re-opened.

AMORA was the next village visited.,  his area has only
peen visied once pefore by a patrol from the Lumi ¥atrol
Post.relations between the NU-IN natives and the AMUKA people
are still not good. Yimin.a group of hamlets near AMURA are
0ld enemies of the Nu-In natives but L beleive fighting
has ceased now, yi#IN village 18 situated on the edge of the
MABEL RIVExflocal mame WUKUKA).lhey could give no definite
information on other groups furtner down the MABEL but on
hunting expeditions had come sacross tracks,,and were too
afraid to wander far from home, ;

ihie YauUiL natives are astrong group with an cstimated
population of at least 3Q0 i) the village.The village was the
sceme of tribal fighting only a few years ago but since the
return of labourers this has died out,The YILULS were not keen
to accompany the patrol to YAK #Dilw as they are afraid of the
YAKENDIMS ' sorcery.uvnly seven ngtives could be induced to
accompany the patrol, there are otner groups of natives in the
area not yet contacted myxtk= who are friendly with the YILUL
natives, ''he names of the hamlets are; AANAWA,YAU-A, YAUNA,
TENWAN, MUTAUA,and AMpArl, 1t is beleived that a few young men
frowm this village are away at work. when theses young men return
will be the opportune time to establish the exact whereabouts
of the villages.

After leaving AsRAU the patrol moved gut of the gently
undulating kunai plains and oncg again walked into the sago
swamps and forests, the first of the Yellow xiver hamlets
contacted was NAul, vhis village has not been visited by a
patrol since the wap and the natives are particularly timid
and primitive. these natives still retain the o0ld custom of
putting the dead on a platform outside the house, When the corpse
has rotted kmm some or tne pones are hung up in the men's house,
When these platforms were onserved the natives were advised by
the ®, w. A, and myself of the danger to health involved and
the wvovernmentis attitude towards this type of buriai,but
undoubtedly tnis custom will prewvail until the area is patrolled
regularly.
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Tnerc appears to be quite a large population centred
around the Yellow river,lhe Ufficers saw no large villages
put hanlets of five and six houses were passed through on r
several occasionsand undoubtedly many were by passed in the
bugh, the only effective way of patrolling thie area would
be to estahlish a base camp at the old Yellow River Police
rost.our patrol,having carried all our supplies from Ambunti ;!
could not afford to spend too much time in the area as food A
in sufficient gquantities tc feed the carrier lins was not )
availablie, A1l hamlets in the area spoke vaguely of the swamp ’
dwellers ofif the vepik but no definite information was
gained,

ABR 1AL was the first Sepik village reached,and it is i
estimated that this villaue is approximately 180 miles .
above Ambunti,ine Abriaml natives were asked to accompany
the patrol vo LwiUK but refused on tne grounds that the
twom and wO-1 natives would kill and eat them on the return
journey. vanoesgs were therefore purchased outright,

When passing the mAY River mouth one lesrge canoe and
a number cf armed natives were seen on the bank . When the tf
rafts approache: the natives melted iuto the bush and could
not be inauced to come out. ve left a few small iteme of trade
on a stump and shoved off into midstream. Shortly afterwards

+ the natives re-appeared,found the trade,and were soon

following us downstream. orisk trade enswed the natives offering
paddles,bows and arrows and stone axes for razor blades etc.
it was ascertained that the natives were of the mu-i tribe
who are greatly feared by both the i1wlux and ABxlaml natives.
nowever good relations were establisheda and the next patrol 4
visiting the area by pinnace should be aole to visit their 1
villages. « would advise extreme caution when again contacting 1
these nactl es for altnough they seem very child-like and :
gimplie + am sure tney could be particularly dangerous if i
provoked,

B e T
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unce iwiUn was reached all villiages from there downstream
had been previously visited by the writer.lhe patrol now iy
moved at a liesurely pace chatting witn the natives met and
buying food to augment the almost exhausted rations. All
villagers seen gave the patrol auxaxmx enthusiastic reception
put were mystifiea that the 'Ambunti Papa'(Ambunti ratrol ufficer) 1

Wi ®

should be coming down the Sepik after naving obviously not
gone up by the river.A rt explanation cleared up their

<

doubts,.

the nativex situation in the area around inlOK is very ‘ @
satisfactory but I would like to see the natives at the mouth 2!
of the may and FREIDA mRivers contacted as the Aoklasl natives 4
will not venture down unti. the wu-. people are under some 2
control.unfortunately tne lack of fooc andthne unwielay rarts 5

on which the patrol was travelling prompted the officer to
keep moving snd await $he opportunity to visit these people
when a pinnace 1is availaole,

NATIVE AGRIUULIURE AND LIYVESIVUK,

+he staple diet throughonut the whole area is sago. this
is generally fried or boiled and invariably eaten with some
form of game

=
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supp Lenentary vegetaoles are,yams, taro,kau-ksu, paw-paw,
bananas and a limited supply of coconuts.siible leaves,of
which there are ceveral varities are also boiled with yams
and bananas 214 made into quite a tasty syew. another variation
of the diet i3 edible fungus which grows on rotting trees. :
Cooked it is mush like a mushroom in flavour,




nMost of the villages visited are situated near a river
and this supplies the natives with fish which is usually
eaten with sago.uame is quite pler*iful, All types of birds
and pidgeons are hunted,mainly witn bows and arrows.Also
wild pigs,wallabies,possums,rats are hunted and killed.+“he
meat is uswally smoked and stored away for future use.
vomestic pigs and fowls are ratner scaree and most of the
natives were reluctant to .art with their vigs even for stecl
goods.

White wool grubs that breed in rooting sago palme are
classed as a delicacy and are generally eaten with sago.
“ay flies,which periodically appear on the Sepik are ulso
an addicion to vue alev of tne river people. when the May
¥lies 'come up ' they attradt tne fisn who come close tp the
surface to cntch the f'lies, the Bepik natives take advantage
¢f this,man their caneos andshoot the fisn with pronged speare.

A8 a whole the ares vieited are very well off for food,
and really have quite a variety of frode all whicn revolve
around egago.

vILLAGES AND . USLING,

The standard of housing observed in tne various villages
varied consicerably but wae usually of poor quality.

ihe §UM4U natives are content to sleep on the ground
with only a roof apove tnem and no side wallp. they also

contruct their ‘'wet season houses ‘which are built on low
lying ground, +hey arc¢ totally enclosed box-like huts that
ere almost mosquito Proof, When the mosquitoes are atv their
pealk the natives extinguish all lights,creep into the huts
and shut the trapdoor-like opening.inis is enly natural as tue
mosquitoes in tnis swampy region nave to bpe seen aund felt to
pe pelelived, -
wASEL anag nsu=iN natvives who are midway beuween the NUMAU
and MAI-MAI,bhave sumiliar housing to the NUMAUS',Tney de
howvever builld gquite ornate naus Tambarans(Ceremonial Houses).

Laige viilages were few and far between in tne area visited.
Sswall turee to four housye hamleis are common and t.ese are
usualliy situated near tne garden areas, in "ost gardens one house
is constructed for the use of tne whole ngulet for storing and
snelter purposes.he Yellow River natives commonly construct
houses twenty~to tnirty feet above the ground. L'nis is done to
get away from the mosquitoes and as a defence measure, A few
crudely congtructed tree housee,with retractinle lacders were
opgerved around the fellow “iver area.&xtremly large boy houses
whien algo acte ue a men's dormltery are built gurroundea by
tne women's ka smaller h8uses.ne house,whick ie of triangular
appearance, is built avout fift-en feet above tne ground. Llhe
interior of such a houese is usually in a deep gloom and
decorated witn crocidile neads and human jaw boneg,

yndoubtedly tne best houesing senn on this patrol,or for
that mocter tne best houses now standing on the Sepik River,
are in the INIUK area. ‘ney are enormous conical siructures
extremn~ly well and golidly built, inside it is quite dark
and glive «itn MOSQUItCGB.AhIB nowever 1s of secounusry imjortane
ae ell natives sleep in "baskets"( woven grass mats rescabling
an oversize airstrip windsock).It is not uncommon for five
men plus pigs doge and fowls to sleep in a basket at nignt.
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The roads throughout the area are very poor and
quite often non-existant.nowever this 1s only to be expected
as most of the viilages have only been vigited once or
twice and some nNave LOL VeBIl VIEBLUEU BiLCE viie wal's

he terralu aliuvugsda uov mountainous is very difficult
owing to ite low lying swamnpy nature, fromthe northern bank
of the Sepik in towards the aAltape-Luml-wAPRIK hille the
first few hours 1le almcet entirely graesy ewamp. +his then merges
1ut0 uenge Juugle luverspérsec witu sago swamps,whicn are
practically lmpenetrable.un ‘he Southern edge of the Mil-Mal
tne gently undulating hille commence-the valleys in between
these ridges being either dense bush or waist deep sago
SWawp,wnicu 1. tuec we. rises Lo s.oulaer aeep, she patrol
generally spent a couple of hours each day ploughing through
this type of swamp.+he wild sago thorrsg and leeches tormented
the carriere to no end,who naturally found the going very
tough.

sOur rivere were crorsed over during the patrol-tne
WAGAST); the mABEL;tne WAGANA; and tne rellow,

all are tidal streams and at the point where the patrol
crogsed them onliy five fee!t deep vut nevertheless quite a
ewilr't curreut was encounivereu, N the wet season or after heavy
raine rafts would have to be constructed as no cances,except
on the yellow,are available.rhe wWagana “iver seems quite deep
at the mouth out owing to the numoer of snage - cousider
Navig8tlon vy pLlinuce Woull ve ratuer risky

“o bridges at all were seen.

T —— o —— o ——— - -

VALLAGE VEFFLIGLALS,

Officiale 1n the numldlU area gre quite effricient
and capavle,

At sadBs 8NA Gi=in TWD .uiunis wese appoiuieu on
propvacion to get work started on rest nouses ev.,

PERFWATE village officials,in the mAl wAl areawere
very co-operateive and helpful. it was in this area taat
additiopal carriers aua rooa were ovtalned without the
sligntest difficulty,

ine probationary luluwai appointed at ‘vwUza by a
previous patrol is a very weak type and hass no contro
whatsoever over his villisger..appropriace reuarss wer
entered in the village book for the ¢£/0 Iumi's information.

tne ylivi lulual ies & good man but has hie hsndz

Tull witu a very large viilage and,zs yet,ratner unruly
naviv €8.

1@ LMnsuuim/ AORAU erea officials ace well established
and co-operative,~hey are uncer the direct supervision of
the v, L. V. LUmLe

in tne iellow xiver viilages visitea no ofticials
nacw ye. oeen appoliuleu. y§ proevationary lulual was appointea

%
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at NAML and a village book 1ssued. A viilage book was aleo
issued at racEl and AoxiIAMit for the recordiuyg of
informatiou.

All ortrisle lu vu€ Lwaiun 8NA wuusArUSH area areperforming
their duties as well as can be expected from these
unsophisticated uatives.

L il A

wmle A nosie smA in charge of the Ambunti nospital
accuompanied the patrol.

she health of tne natives seen whilst not good could
not be slassed as bHelow average.

all Vviiiugers were very keen 1o receive treatment
anéd literally noobed the medical aggistant. +L> main ailment
was the airopica..ulcer. gome extremedy paa cases were seen
and treaivec. at one viiiage, amURA, four chronie ulcers were
treated and the relatives advised to carry the patiente to
LWmli=-the nearest hosplital-tour caye nara walk awaye.

+he natives tiving in villages along the route
Tollowed are iu a very isolated area.*hey have the choice
of two hospi*zls,urekikir and iumi,ovotn o wnich are avoutc
3=4 aays3 walsa away.

rhe natives in tne (NIUK/WOGAUUSH AREA are looked
af'ter ny the m.wm.A, at ambunti. in the las. six montns
quite a numverof patients nave peen cowiug auown from Lnis
area, this .s attributed to the =~edical and u. 1s 8. putrois
that have visited the areas this year.

OUULILD L Lwivid OVl By d vl EALIN4nDe

rype of trade moest ugeful:8alt,razor blades,
small knives and begas.

ne small sducation uraummond sparrow was of uyreat
assistande in winning tne confidence of the timid type of
natives encountered,

% ihe patrol carried full rations for 50 natives for
teu days,arstulng tnat tocal food purchases would augment
the rations and keep the patrol in food for three weeks. +his
AssumMpTion wae COorrec.., +004¢ 1is aifricust o purcanase in tnis
aves,

“ifty lt, time of pog ~iscuits were found to be very
popu.iar amongst the carr.iers and are easily ad.spenseca duriag
a4 rest on tne road.

vwing to the swampy country,rice was done up in
801b hagsand securely wrapped in bags similiar to wmall bags.

A 8Mall nand wosguivo spray 1s an essential. Likewise
long trousers and long-sleeved shirte arc necessary in the
evenings as the mosquitces are very rierce.

w:m boous were found to be superior to Army boots
when on flat and swamp couutry.
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< g - A -Tecsure yooker was tround very usetui for cooriug i
\ same speeu.ly 1n the evening before the mosquitces descended, )
!
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the patrol canno.v claim te nave accouplished a great !
deal.~owever the officer is satisfied that there are natives
petween the mAl-mAlL and the oepik, “ne ses. pointg 1o contact
these from would be the mAI+.Al and Yellow Kiver, wnbunti is it
too far away and inaccessible to provide a gooa base camp H
for patroliiing and adminigtration. i

undoubtedly the mAi~MAL and Yellow xiver rosts will
e . be re-opened ag.in some aay obut untii then tnese people wilil . 4
A remain more or less as they hav: for centur.es. {,

4 would like to conclude on the swae topie as 4
concluaed in my “eport no.6., of 52/53, 1. e tne absolute neceeqity é
for a good “iesel pinnace at amobunt. for une ‘atroli iricers 1
use. ~ nave @onducted hard patrols in the mountaines of the
worobe wistrict but never nave “ been su exnalgied a8 Oy Lue
canoe travelling,heat,humidity =nd mosquitoes in this area.A
good pinnace woula make .ne going much easier.
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ABUNEL PATROL NU I UK 53/54
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RREG, N. O 341V Consta” le, ABENJO-1

gonstable-in-gharge. A fearless man who kadsws how
to handle primitive natives.+as had ten years savic e
and deserves promotion,

123G, RO, 2765 CONSLABLE. NWAMATIN,

An emcellent typs. Always elert and knows his job.
nNot N, C. VU, material.

#EG, NO, 5629 CONSTABLE AKOSEI,

Nt meant for patrolling ln uncontrolled areas.
although of fine phisigque cracks up' when tne
going gets a bit hard, donduci. orly fair.
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PATROL REPCORT

Patrol Accompanied by Europeans... 4. KerLy &MmA4.. ..
e NP T Y S SRNN LS WA - o e 8
Duration—-From.../.).’. o ",/195?«)/7 .Y /1994
Number of Days.... g ..........................................................................
Did Medical Assistant Accompany ...........cccoiviniumnecseiminnciaesn
Last Patrol to Area by—District Services........ o I
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Objects of Patrol/’)mys ......... ’)”M)MM/"V”&WK ........ 3 )lmﬂ‘”( UNLEST $
W AIBOM VIUMeE  4) MEDICAL INSPECTION . ... 1
Director of Native Affairs, )
PORT MORESBY. j. }
il
Forwarded, plecase. ?;
5 i, AN T e B A i " District Commissioner
Amount Paid for War Damage Compensation ... £
Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund , i 2
Amount Paid from P.ED.P. Trust Fund ... . s ;
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The Plotriet Commdosioner,
Sepdk Mistriet,
iall.

Patrol Report AMUNTL, Noe2/57=5le
Pammeaspk, on Fduesilons D8RS Ja

mmmwrd:—mmmbtoummm

on the extimet on "nrention® ln this Revort which wes sent %o him e

“The extract {rus the abovr Patrol Repcrty in wiich the hope
ie exprosged that & school way scor be star{ed at Axbunti,
and adviging that the logsl matives could be coumbed upon

to po=operate in mgard 4 ots, las boon noted
for refercnoe, With the axiating feeilities, furiber
wumlmuo-muﬂ-pmmu-.dnw
Anbunti ig on tho list of proposed sehools, no immediate
informetion oan e given as to how long it will be before that
item of our plavning can be put inlo prectice®.

For yovr information and that of the O/ficor-in-Charge

st ADUNTI Pate 1 Post plosge,

- A [ Jovs f}
' (A.A Roberta),
w : Director, DDSIJA,
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TERR[IOPY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA ’"
| SE v'?’,u N §

,/ \3 o (5 In Reply Fleaie Quote }'

No.... D/&=C=lt. b

» !

% Department of Education, ’
| v Port Moresby, '

i ? Memorandum for— i
. 22nd April, 10° YK,
‘ |

; L
. Director of Distr - ‘ '

and Native &foir" ko

PORT MORESBY.

SUBJZCT: EXTRACT FROM PATROL REPORT NO. 2
CHAMBRI LAKES ARBA AMBUNT I SEPIK
DIGTRICT.

i The extract from thq above Patrol Report, in which
the hope is expressed that a school may soon be sturted at
Ambunti, and advising that thn local natives could bﬂ counted
upon to co-ornratp in regard to buildings, ete. hasi been noted
for referenece. With the existing staff facilitiev, furth >»r
expansion is not practicable at the present time, and although
Ambunti i on the _1ist of proposed schools, no immpdiate
information can be given as to how long it will be before that
item of our planning can be put into practice.

/é/‘ |

‘A, GPOVP'
DIRECTOR O r‘DUCA;I(‘I\
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13t April, 1950e

District Comdnsionor,
Sopik Tisiriet,
WEHAL
jubjects Armlunti Patrol leport
Moe 2 of 1953/1954

The Report of the abov- Miyel carried cut bty Pateol
Ufficer P.B, VRIEE to the CHAVDLIC LARES AFA 1o aclmowledieds

2o I% Indioatos Ual o useful pleco of field work ws
coupleted satdsfactorily, although trewlling conditions i

the moaquitoes were at tines vexy troublosoim,

N Fxpericnce has showm in the past thet prowpt anxl fim
action is the only sound way of desling with individml ntiv,
upstarts ond peeudo-prophets who if lof$ to thomsclves onn canse
confugion, unheppinsss, nogloct and eoven death among tho dve
population in the wiainily,

he It iz evident that such sction has Teon tuken in this
he native sitwtion in the aren phould retom 40

£ M, VEIXL's remm:ks rogering a Govermment School at
AVBUNTI will be undorlined vhen asnt to the Director of Bdnonton,
It would indecd o o worthwhile project, howowver the shortage of
vompetent toachers will -onder cxparsion in this cpher A£0ieult
for some time to ocaro,

/? /:' l;‘f-i/‘,ﬁ
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TERRITOR OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

e -~-‘
In Reply
Plese Quoiz

Ne-p.R. 2-53/5%

District Headquarters
Sepik District,

KEWAK.
7th April, 195%.

The Director,
Department of District
Services & Native Affa:{rs,

PORT MCRESBX.

AMBUNTI PATRCL REPORT NO. 2-53/5%

Submitted for information please.

This patrol was 3 follow up, subsequent to
visit down the Sepik River in January - February
of this year. Mr. Wenke accompanied me on the trip
and again during March, 19%%.

The patroi calls for little immediate comment.
With the advent o1 a vessel for the Sepik River and
tighter control by the now Assistant District Officer,
Mr. G.R.G. Wearne, cause for concern about the area
should be nonexis{:ent.

My special reports WK. 31-1/159 of 5th February
195% and WK. 31-1/168 of 24th March 1954, have some bearing
on the situction.

copies to A.D.O., ANGORAM (2)
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA.
ok Anbunti Fatrol “ost,
Angoram Sub-Distriet,
g SEPIK DISTRICT.
o © « 5th March, J954.
1 g
1

o

The Assistent “istriect Officer,

. ANGORAE. 1

»n|® BUNTI PATROL REPORT NO.2 of 63/54 F

REPORT OF A PATROL T0 ME CHAMERI LAKES

AND HINTERLAND. i ‘

OFFIUER CONDUCTING PATROL. BB, WENKE. P. 0.

-
E/ROPEANS ACCQUPANYING. A. KELLY,  E. M. A f 1
1§
&
»
‘l
i

OBJECTS. OF PATROL. 1. CENSUS.
o, WAR DAMAGE PAYMENTS.

Z. Investigation of unrest at
AIBOM village.

4, Medical Inspection.

DCURATICN, 19/2/64==19/2/64. .40 8 dayses

PERSONEL ACCOMPANY ING, REG, Noe. 3967 1L/0pl LINGUT, :
' " 19687 Conet., URCHU
" 3926 4 ANGE
" 7126 " POGI
" 3506 " KARIS,
LAST D.D. 8. PATROL. OCT, 5% o ¢ o o « P WENKE, P.0, “ B

sl o R o IR W R o 0 —.
. . . B .

e . S - O, T ——— - -

INTRODUCT ION,

The Patrol was of a routine nature through
under “dministration control, the
hole area were found $0 pe most

country well and truly
natives throughout the W
co-operative and helpful
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13/2/ 54

14/2/54.

15/2/ 54

16/2/ 54

17/2/54.

19/2/ 54

eparted Ambunti 0800, Arrived NYAURANGE village

1500, \J'w‘u‘:) g

censused inNa
r CHAMERI village.

hamlet, Lined

O
)

Canced to ARINJONE
inspected. This afterneon left

Lined and censused the three Chambri hamlets;
FILIKRIT, INDIGEI, and WOMBUN. Paid War Damage “lail
and heard complaints this fternoone

Left for AIBOM village., I hours canoeing. Cengused
villages this afiernoon held meeting in the

EAUS TAMBARAN to determine resson for unrest in
the village.

Left for TIMBUNERI. Lined villagee, This afternoon
proceeded to CHANGRIMAN, Alsc iined the villages
of MENSUAT end YAMBIYAMBI, Paid War “amage Y1aimse.

1 \E5€e Linei: :I,‘x{r anr". L:ILEI

here.

MARI vl

night

Proceeded to

and epent the

Departed for LUKLUK, Arrived 1200, Lined and tﬁen
U and inzpected

proceeded LO };'u(,;.,‘.-.A,hf"_l.‘J':n{?llt’»(-'(}
village.

village. Censugsed hrard complaints

LA LAk

Left for YERAKAIL
runtiarriving at I400.

and departed for An

————————————— . Y — —— -
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NATIVE AFFAIRS.

The
investigate
Cult in AIBOM village.

wae toO
Cargo

o
to me t
opposit
general

but idea

the principal
5 re-occurence O T

atrol had several aim
the rumours of

onstable MANDO of the (ENYAMYA Detachment reporteaq
hat ative named BOWI was setting himeelf in
ion the appointed Government officials and

t

a
-
ly creating unrest amongest the villagere.

1§

(9)
)

BROWI was reported to have id to a large gathering
of men in the haus Tanbaran:

1, If I give permission to the

1L

people of thie village

i
to listen.to the officials, they may,otherwise no.

then 1 give ilhe word to eat all may eat.

[1I. At the time the luluai swnmons 111 with the
7ith viliage work 1

; themeelves
pirst. If I don't appear Tor work no oOne

$ +

garamut
muet BO

Calle

o ‘ 3 ek 1 ’ - i v

1"7‘ JiyOoLe Wi 1 CO 1Al r ur 8 Lo ome to
iCe

ficials

in this vill=ge.

'
'
1
"

i
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All the above allegatione were thoroughly investigated
and witnesses came forward rqu113.*Vere wag no doubt what-
soever that BOWI wae endeavouring to ureurp the powers of vhe
village officials and generally tending to give rise .o
trouble and ill-feeling amongst the villagers.

The native BOWI wae one of the principals in the Cargo
cult outbreak in the MALINGAI-PALEMEAI-AIBOM area during
1049 and in addition <as QUOTH, 'in possessi,u of & loiler which
guave him suthority to do anything he pleased. AIBOM Village
Book~H, THOMASs P. O, , 1950", Unquote,

I have no doubt that BO I,cbserving the activities of ik
Tuluai of Mindimbit,LOLIBAGU and MAS of Angriman,again tried
to set himself up ae a big man. (This incident was investigated
by D/C Mr, Elliott-Smith on his recent trip from Ambunti to
Angoram. )However ae his last two efforts failed miserably
and landed him in gaclhhe adopted amor. subtle approach,rathor
than claiming to work miracles.

On the sirength of the above allegatione a gereral meeting
of the villagers and nearby officiale was called,This meeting
took the form of an addresgs-the writer advising all of ocur
economy, the working principles of the Yovernment, the help
New Yuinea natives mere receiving from the Uovernment and at
the same time pointing out the foolishness and utter stupidity
of BOWI's statements, Several questions were asxed and
gsubsequently answered.

As with the un‘est on the Middle Sepik(MINDIBET area)"
feel we have nicked the trouble makers work in the bud. + do
not anticipate any more trouble at AIBOM as BOWI hsad no
"lieutenants",and actually had no following although 1 am
ineclined to think that had he been allowed to continue for
another month he may hsave obhtained the Racking of the very
susceptible youhg labourers recently reptriated from the
main centres.

doter on in the afternoon BOWI was charged under section
63, (b) of the N, A.R.,ccnvicted,and sentenced to six months
hard labour st AMBUNT I,

Native affairs at other villages in the group were found
to be in order.*he unrest that wae brewing at AIBOK rad not
gpread further inland. All villages were acdressed and advised
that stupi@ thoughtleeses talk would not be tolerated,

For the main part the young men in the area =rs bright,
keen ané desirouve of advancing also improving their way of
1ife, BUT-they are not at all keen on haré work, A talk was
given to the ~»ffect that Buropesn gocde ik do not grow on
treee snd hard work i4s the only eoluticne* sincerely hope
that the delegations of natives who have been visiting Sydney

recently are shown over z few steel works and like egtablishments,

The CHAMBRIS' are quite anxious to receive visits from
Buropesns, They are off the main Sepik and have no ready accees
to trade stores.lhe trader fills the same position and causes

the same delight as the travelling salesman in outback Auetrzlia.

Mr, H. C. Brovn of ANCORAM spende sbout two weeks oI ¢
month in the sres buying erocidile skins and general trading.

He ig well iiked by the natives, is very fair,and hie presence
is appreciuted by the natives as it ie a means to earn a 7e
pounds ocket money. (Crocadile hunters on the Sepik get the
natives to shoot the crocidile,with epears,and =kin it,+he
Furopean buys the kin at 2/~ per foot,the moat reverting dack
to, the man wh ot itea very ir echeme as the native
ertainly recein . goo0d price, )

!
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