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COLLEGE DE FRANCE 

Laboratoire de Chimie Nucleaire 
'Paris, le 26 novembre 19 37 

Place Marcelliu-Berthclot 

PARIS (V') 

nl~ph. , ODf.ON 81-60 

Cher Monsieur Szilard 

L ' installation du Laboratoire de 
Synthese Atomique qui conviendrait pour l ' experience que vous 
envisagez est actuelle:;nent en train d ' ~tre remaniee : nous avons 
dernonte l ' ancien tub:-$f- p""'ermettait d'atteindre 1.950.000 volts 
et nous installons un nouveau tube qui nous permettra, esperons~ 
d ' arriver a 2.500.000 volts. Dans quelques semaine s la nouvelle 
installation sera utilisable . 

.Je serais heureux de vous donner 
a cette epoque la possibilite d ' executer cette experience qui 
s'annonce tres interessante. Bien entendu si vous venez a Paris 
des la fin de ce mois je serai tres content d'en discuter et 
d ' avoir avec vous une c onversation a ce sujet . 

Sinceres salutations. 

cqj~-
F • .JOLIOT j 

i.1onsi eur Leo SZILARD, c/o Clarendon Labor a tory, Parks Road, Oxford . 
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Professor • Joliot 
Laboratoire de Chemie Nucleaire 
College de France 
Paris 

Dear Professor Joliot: 

C/O Liebowitz 
420 Riverside Drive 
New York City 

February 2nd, 1939 

The only reason tor my writing to you this letter to-day is 

the remote possibility that I shall have to send you a cable in 

some weeks, and i£ that happens this letter will h lp you to un-

derstand what the cable is about. This letter is thereforu m rely a 

precaution, and we hope an unnec ssary precaution. 

When Hahn's paper reached this country about a fortnight ago, 

a few or us got at once interested in tha question whether noutrona 

are liberated in the disintegration of uranium. Obviously , qf more 

than one neutron were liberated, a sort or chain reaction would be 

possible. In certain circumstances this might then lead to the 

construction of bombs which would be xtremely dangerous in gen-

eral and particul~rly in the hands of certain governments. 

It is of course not possible to prevent physicists fron1 dis-

cussing th se things among themselves, and, as a matter or tact, 

the subject is fairly widely discussed here. However, so far, every 

individual exercised sufficient discretion to prevent a leakage 

of these ideas into the newspapers. 

In the last few days there was some discussion here among 
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physicists whether or not we should take action to prevent aQfthing 

along this line from being published in scientific periodicals in 

this country. and also ask colleagues in England and France to con­

sider taking similar action . No definite conclusions have so far 

been reached in these discussions, but if and when definite steps 

are being taken I shall send you a cable to tell you what is being 

done. 

We all hope that there will be no, or at least not sufficient, 

neutron emission and therefore nothing to worry about. Still, in 

order to be on the safe side, efforts are made to clear up this 

point as quickly as possible. t xperiments at Columbia University 

are in charge of Fermi and he will perhaps be the first to give re­

liable ;results . 

Perhaps you have also thought of the same things and have 

contemplated or started such experiments . May be you are able to get defi­

nite results at an earlier date, which, of course, tiOuld be very 

valuable towards ending the present disquieting uncertainty. 

Whatever information on the subject you might care to transmit by 

letter or cable at some later date will, I am sure, be greatly 

appreciated. Also, should you come to the conclusion that public-

ation of certain matters should be prevented , your opinion will 

certainly be given very serious consideration in this country. 

Yours sincerely , 

signed: (Leo Szilard) 
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Professor M. Joliot 
La.boratoire de Chemie :trucleaire 
College de ranee 
Paris 

Dear Professor Joliot: 

c/o Liebowitz 
420 Riverside Drive 
New York City 

February 2nd, 1939 

The only reason for my writing to you this letter to-day is 

the remote possibility that I shall have to send you a cable in 

some weeks, anc if that happens this letter will help you to un­

stand what the cable is about. This letter is therefore merely a 

precaution, and we hope an unnecessary precaution. 

'Vhen Hahn's paper reached this country about a fortnight ago, 

a few of us got at once interested in the question whether neutrons 

are liberated in the disintegration of uranium. Obviously, if more 

than one neutron were liberated, a sort of chain reaction would be 

possible. In certain circumstances this might then lead to the 

construction of bombs which would be extremely dangerous in gen­

eral and particularly in the hands of certain governments. 

It is of course not possible to prevent physicists from dis-

cussing these things among themselves, and, as a matter of fact, 

the subject is fairly widely discussed here. However, so far, every 

individual exerciseQ sufficient discretion to prevent a leakage 

of these ideas into the newspapers. 

In the last few days there was some discussion here among 
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physicists whether or not we should take action to prevent anything 

along this line from being published in scientific periodicals in 

this country, and also ask colleagues in Egnland and France to cos-

sider taking similar action. No defini t e conclusions have so far 

been reached in these discussions, but if and when definite steps 

are being taken I shall send you a cable to tell you what is being 

done. 

We all hope that there will be no, or at least not sufficient, 

neutron emission and therefore nothing to woryy about. Still, in 

order to be on the safe side, efforts are made to clear up this 

point as quickly as possible. Experiments at Columbia University 
he 

are in charge of Fermi and/will perhaps be the first to give re-

liable results. 

Perhaps you have also thought of the same things and have 

contemplate d or started such experiments. Jfuy be you are able to 

get definite re sults at an earlier date, which, of course, would 

be very valuable towards ending the present disquieting uncertainty. 

Whatever information on the subject you might care to transmit by 

letter or cable at some later date will, I am sure, be greatly 

appreciated. Also, should you come to the conclusion that public-

ation of certain matters should be prevented, your opinion will 

certainly be given very serious consideration in this country. 

Yours sincerely, 

signed: (Leo Szilard) 
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Professor H~ J"oliot 
Laboratoire de Chemie lTuclgnire 
Coll~ge de France 
Paris. 

Dear Professor Joliet: 

Februcry 2nd, 1930 

T"ne only rec.son for my '\7ritint; to you this letter to-dc:-~y 

is the remote posoibility that I shall have to send you a. cable 

in some weeks, and if that happens this letter. will help you 

to understand what the cabl~ i3 about. This letter is therefore 

merely a precaution, and we hope an unnecessary prec~ution. 

;Jhen Hahn' a po.per reD.ched this country about a rortnight 

ago, o. fe-rr of U3 e;ot at on~0 interested in the quest, i n n nhcthe:..~ 

nr1.ttrons are liberated in t1 1 <: dlhsintegration of un~lli1t n1. Obviously, 

if more thru1 one neutron wcrf" liberated, a sort of c h ;J.in reaction 

vrould be possible. In certai.n circumstances this mi {~ht then J.ead 

to the construct ion of bomhrl Tih:l.ch vrould be extrenel~.r dane;eroun . 
~- -

in general and t1n the certain covernments. : 

It is of course not rr>;;sible to prevent physici :: !;s from 

discussing these thincs rtP.1on r:; themselves, nml, as a y;,- , tter of 

fact, the subject is fairly rridely discussed here. H0'.'":)Yer, sc 

far, every inclividual exerc t !: cd sufficient discretion l;o pre-

vent a lcakac;e of these ide:' : t into the nei7S?apers. 
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In the last fevr days there was some discussion here a.m~l}C 
...,...,.....___~ ...... - .....4- ... :-- • . .. ·- • •• • • • ~ 

physicists ~1ethcr or not we should take action to prevent 
., -"'•"': . ....... __.- . 

anything alonG this line from being published in scientific 

periodicals in this country, and also ask colleagues in Eng-

land and France to consider taking similar action. No def1nite 

conclusions have so far been reached in these discussions, but 
..... -. .. ...... .. ~_,_ ... 

if and when definite steps are being taken I shall ~enrl you 
-· -- ~ ,, ... . I . . 

a cRble to tell you what is h.;ine done. 

We all hope that there will be no, or at least not auf-

ficient, neutron emission anrl therefore nothing to worry about. 

Still, in order to be on the safe side, efforts are made to 

clear up this point as quickly as possible. Experiment!'J at 

Columbia University are in· cha rge of Fermi and will 'perhaps 

be the first ·to give reliabl~ results. 

Perha};)s you have also thought of the same things o..nd have 

contemplated or s t e.rted such experiments. r :aybe you are able 
... , _ · - -~-----

to get definite results at an ea.rlier date, uhich,of course, 
..,.._ .... _,._ _ _.... ··~·- - · · -. -.- ~- - -•· ~-· .... .,. ._,, • ..-- --· .. ~~...,.,.-.- .. ~-..._... .. ---._._..._ .. , .,. . -.....~_. ..._.. . , \.. ·,•r ._, . ~ -, -J - , ... . 

would be very valuo.ble helr towards ending the present dis-
• ,- .._ .:.;- ,. , ..,. ._. '.t ·.., ' • •• • T ~ .-• ' ' •-~-.,. - - ' '·- '' 

quieting uncertainty. \'lhatevnr information on the subj ~ c ·t you 
•I' ~·- - - oO• o 'o • , .. ---.. ---.... ....__._.._. • .--...........-~"QQn}.Q~to ..... ~· .. ~~- ._._ 

might care to trnnsmit · by letter or cable at some later date . 

will, I am sure, be ereatly nppreciated. Also, should you 
- --· ... -.-; • .. t 

come to the conclusion that publication of certain mat t ers 

shohld be prevented, your op i nion will certainly be g iven 

very serious consideration i n this country . 

·.' . 
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.. -- . , . I .... _/ . ~ . -- ~ 
- . . ~~~ 

(Leo S"il ard) 
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. -- -- J 

,, 
I ~ 
:~ 
i" 
~ -



2 

First Approach to France ~~- /1'3'7 

About one month before Fermi and I actually observed the neutron emission 

of uranium I wrote to Joliot advising him of the projected experiments and sug­

gesting that he collaborate with us in keeping any positive results secret. 

The text of the letter which speaks for itself is inclosed. 
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lD uvril 

l.Ionciour L.SZILl·.TID 
Kin~n Crov:n Hotel 
420 Vo~t 11Gth ct~oct 
No,-r-York: 

. ··. ~ = :. .<J 

J 1 n1 bien roqu votro lcttro du 7 avr:l c~ votfa int~~c~-. oa.ntc noto s :..:.r la. libcr:1tlo~1 des noutro:1n. i·~oua o.vons continuo lc:: rcchorchon sur cotta question ct voun trouvoraz cl-.1olnt lo tc:-:to mo.nuscr!.t d'uno note quo nous a.vons onvoyo a No.turo. Il c:::.t r;;o.lhou­touom"J.ont trop turd pour quo nous pulssions u.1 ou tor en r6ferc:lC·J . votro colltrnuntco.tion, cepcndn.nt nous no rJ.anqueron~ po..s de lo f4:.iro d:ms un a.rticlc e;cn6ro..l qui nero.. publie prochc.incncnt. . ....__ -J 1 6to.is trco cmbo.rro.os6 on ce qui concor~e l 1 4:.jourr.c~v~~ des publications sur CO aujot_, cto.nt CCl'to.inc::.o~t ·1 'un clc~ p:·t:l~ ~c:c·:; ii co~nvrcndl'e vas ralsons. 'Cepondant vous pot:.vez cor:1prc:-ld:.."'o . quo r.o'-l.:: no 30nllilOS pt~.s., uin:Ji que, cc,_'l.h quo vonn avcz pu p:-6vcni:.."_, loo ooul.: u r.ous occuper do cottc question~ ct ro.pidoL:ent nous o.vonn pu li~~ duns des publications sciontifiquos et d~ns 1~ pres~o d'info:-~~tio~:, · on Fl~uncc et u 1' 6trnnr;o:. .. , des articles ou 6taicnt cluirc:;.C).r.t c;.:pli­qUiico loll conzcqucr .. ccs oncrgetiq_ue3 du phenomcne _en que::tion. Co DO~t los zeulcn r~isons qui ant motiv6 los to~mos de uon dcr:1i0~ cRblo. Je ouis certcine~ont d'accord avec le principe d'uno entente; · muis pour qu'ello soit cffficucc il f~ut qu'cll0 noit 6tondu~ u toun los laborctoircs susceptiblcs do stoccu9or do la quentio~. · Je vous sero.is rcconno.isnunt do bion vouloi~ fuiro p~t do ces consid6rations aux collcgues am6ricoins quo vouz ~voz pu \-.touch6s_ •. ·.· ::: : ~ , .. _, .... ·~ . .-.. , .. : -:~ \ ·:: ; -: ... : .. i': . :': :i=~; :?~i .::_;: :; .. : \ . -: .. :. . -. . ·.· ~ : -.·· :' .- -:~ . ' ... ··, 
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t:ing~ C:r:o'fm Hottl 
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----~.------------------

J ',. ~ i a t .. ·etl tr.ih~d~ ra.s~ /' \ l (";~;} :u~ 
~,. :'ubllm.ti<.nl.., Ht r o~ ~1Ujet, :t~. t cert d ··u•ent l" a do pretniel"• 
"'~""~. rer '-~~,,q .. os rt:: ls.r.'lt: ..... ,, Ct'iv''Ul.t't · To:tl· :!) JUTe!":;. ··;?.'lJJ1 .. ()ndre quo 
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ocr.u,r··~r -~.e '~tt~ rl-:.te .It; ion~, ;:~., 1".- ~>i <r:n itt noue avone 
es ~}llb.:!.!c;at ioatJ eoi .. 1 t'.t"itl'UCO ct dana 10. prOQDe 

~-1 * :_ .. !'' e~i • o:;;: "'"l".:t 'CO ot 1\ 1• it~·a.t ,;:-:t·~ t.::}a t-"\:::t1 .let:J ott 6te.1eat 
aleire. tmt e~:plllttJ~eu 1 a oonn · lU 1eceo f~nc:r..·~Jticf ~ cht ph&n~\ne 
en ,~ · tion. e, rhlit.t 1 o ~ .:.,~..; .. l ~· rn · $0, s .;ui ont mo .. iv" lee temea 

.r.tQ QC4'l'~.16l" ca.;l ": J'e OUiS ., t .... i~h.tJ,A:l't .. t · t}iJ J'r • Y-.. lt pria• 
oi.. \. •u.t•· o:.:nt~1~(:, .lrl.:.~ .,got.ll" ~u 9 ~1lr· s it ,::::£"-"'t~.: .... co 11 £aut u. 1 elle 
~vtt :tenaue- ll ~~ lea le1>1.n.'"atul..;•t·! u~ts(l"pt1blll i }~ 'ocouper 
de 1:~ ouo. tio • 
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.re ~ ·..z.a flo ·~ 1·· ~~ otJ.no;;.im :... .. .t•'~ :l..- 'bi~.!Jl Y">t:;;lo tt· ta:d.re pt!Wt 
.,. oes •!011 1 ."!:' ti;.; 3 ~tU.:" vol). ,,S\.H~~ vcnr w a PU 
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ProfeBaor u Jol1ot 
Laborato 1r d.e Ch 1n1c J~uoldairo 
O•llese de .r~noe 
Paris 

»a~r Protea~or 1cliotl 

o/o Liebo tt:a 
420 Rtver•14e D~ive 
llew 'York Oity 

.February 2ud., ltl39 

Tb· · o1lly li'eason tor 'fJ!1' wri tlQQ to yotl tld& lett•r to-d.aq 1e 

the ;comut• p oa ibil :tty that l ehall h~ve to U9mi yoa a cable 1u 

ome we k , n .. if t~t ho:pp~s thtf3 letter ill help ;you to un­

~rtau~ ~~~t th$ cable iu 6\lout .. ''l"nte lettel" is th.e:t~terore merely a 

-pr&cautiot'h atltt W¢ bop• a.n ttml(tooss&q Vl'~onut.i&n,. 

W11en 1Ia.'lm ·~ pa.per toettolaed thi~ ct)untey about a fortnight -so, 

a few (Jt u· got at onoe 'lnterf;tetf:d tn th~ queotion wethur outroae 

arc liberated in tne c:l.i t.ntegl'ation ot uranium. Obviott$1y, ;t · oJ,­

than oae nt1Utl··oa wer$ lf:bertlted, . ~on ttf ehain ra~ctiQn would be 

pot~SJtble •. In coria!.~ oirtmmfiftaaceu this m1tl'bt then lta' to tho 

conet..,.tcthtl'l of' bGmbe wbieh would. be ~·=t.~ly d.&nfferoue iD «•· 
eral end pa:rtlculal"l.y 1n tho banda ot eorta1n so1'e~nt 

It !a of oOU!9$e not lHU:tfJtblc to pl'(tVtnt pl:q1l1oiats rr d.ta­

(l;l18s lne thca·e th!nse OJ ulns thC~mtJJel vt)a, and. tllG a raatte;r of -r t. 

th,e f!JUllJoot it~ :fftirl;r wlO.ely .1$CUIH~d. ht.t;rfh Howe~. eo · ar, ove217 

iwiivi tta.l exereistHi autfiai.~l-lt dilae~ott-n tl) preven·t $ loo.k~ 

ot tb.Eu.u~ ic.iea.e into the oewsx) pers .. 

I11 the last few de. th0:t:·e a a "n diGuueaion here e.tl'lo 



by loleta l'hether 42:' no.t " 8houlC1 tltitke aotion to p~cvfmt MTthtns 
alon~ tbts line tl'<m beb~ pu'bli~hOil tu c.ienti:tto · .. lot.ticalff f. 

th1a eou.ntey 1 ~ also ask e~ll~tu.t in llt.,snl d and. 1ranoo \t coa• 
siaor taking si:mil tr aet1on. l!fo 4Gfini t.G con~luione 1\1.\'fa ao ~ar 
be4'n rea.ohe4 1• thtlttte d13cuutd.ons. but it I.Ul<l nen . eflnite ste e 

a.re bein·:t taken I sh 11 .aC!n4 )ff>U a cable to tell zrou what le being 

done. 

We v.11 ho,iil that tM~• will be nu.· 01: at loaet not wttletent, 
n-euti"on emtesiou Qttd tboretolf tto~tng to worry ab·out. Stl1l 1 1a 

o!rl'd.~:r to t on the 61~ ~14th oft•rts are nw4e t~ ol~a.l' up tbtu 

paint &e quickly n p0$~1blet ~ertm~~t$ at C 1~mbia Un~vero1t7 
he 

e in ~barge of ~ ~1 au4/w11l pe hap$ be th~ first to ct•e ~ ~ 
lla.b l<E!t J+e,u.lta. 

Pe%"k&,_ ,vCJu :wave a.leo thousnt of th~ saino thJ.nt~:iii $14 h•ve 

cont·etnplo,t(ld or •t.Grted. ~ut:h EJ.."tp&:ri~nt6. l~ b you ~ abl• to 
g t detintte reBttlto ~t a ~rliell .ate, vmiolh ot oour e, wwld. 

be ve1:y vi\lUable t~s ~cnt.1na the pre~~ut utsqui ins tnloerta!nt~. 
~rna.tev~r information on tao tJU.bj~ct jl"Ou tn1~1i care to tra.nalt by 

lotto~ or cable at tiQ!me later 4e.t.e Vfill .• I am au.re, be gre,atly 

appr~H,ia.ted. t"ltH'h $1\oul4\ you. coma tQ tb eonelu~Jioll ~t publ10• 

tion o!' cel"t~in. tt·eJ:<s ab<Ju.ld ·'he r fnte4t your opinion w:tl.l 

eertl.dttly b·f.l ~1ven ve~ tu~ri~ue eonsi4 ration 11'1 thl count17. 

Yott.m alnec~ely, 

ai&nt:d.a {I.e~ 3a11!ar4) 



ll RUE .. UY1i&MER 
SC ' :UX SEINE 

ch Slat, 1939 

KINDLY I U?OID .TOLIOT THAT PAPERS RELATING TO SUBJ'ECT 0 YOUR JOINT 
NOTE ':'0 -TATURE HAVE BEEN SENT BY V.i:: IOUS PHYSICISTS TO PHYSICAL 
REVIEW DID'OitE PU:SLICAT ION OF YOUR NOTE STOP UTRORS AGrum:D HOWEVE:E 
TO DELAY PUBLICATION FO- REA..<JO.JS I1 ICATED IN oZILA.RDS LETTE.U TO 
JOLIOT FEBRUARY OECON.D 'D THESE PAP S ARE STIIJ~ HELD UP STOP 
NEW"S FROM J"OLIOT IIETHRR HE IS WILLiliG SLIILARLY TO DELAY PU1 IC­
AT IOlT 0 1 RESULTS U11 IL Pm Tlu:R NOT ICE WOULD BE \1ELC0] STOP IT IS 
SUGGESTED THAT PAPERS B'E SENT TO PERIODICALS AS USUAL 13r.T'r PRIN'TnlG 
BE DELAYED UNTIL IT IS CE. TAIN THAT NO lAR !FUL CONSE UE.."TCES TO EE 

.c:AJ:~•.v STOP RESULTS 10ULD BE CQ.,U IDiiC TE IN . " WSCRIPTS TO COOPER-
AT! ·lG LABO'U. ORIES IN !ERICA ENGLAIID ? R.A..,;.""lCE AliD DElf'fARK STOP 
CO.. fiCATlUG BLACK!!.:T AND DI C IN AT 1C!PT TO GET COOPERATION Oli' 
. TATllRE AND PROCEEDINGS ROYAL SOCI ·~ Y STOP PLEASE CABLE ISSKOP 
.FINE HALL PRINOETOU IIJ' 

reh 31 t, 1939 

BLACKETT PHYSICS DEPARTl!EliT VICTORIA IVBholTY J!ANCHESTER 

PHYSICISTS .HERE HAVE SElfT PAPERS TO PHY..,ICAL :UWIEW Oll SUBJ CT 
RELATED TO IIA.I,;BAN JOLIOT LE'l'TEI TO NATURE STOP AUTHORS AGREJID TO 
DELAY PUBLICATIO!:T IN VIEW OF lUrlOTE BOT trOT NEGLIGIB CRANCE 0 
xRAVE MISUSE IN EUROPE STOP IT IS SUGGESTED THAT PAPERS BE SERT 
TO PF:.3IODICALS AS USUAL BUT RIUTIUG 'BE DELAYED U. TTIL IT IS CE..'t\TAI.N 
THAT lfO HAID.!FUL COUSE UE.UC S TO :BE ?EARED STOP ULTS • OULD BE 
CO:W!UlliC TED IN ~, WSC:1IPTS TO COOPERATDTG LABOru TORIES lN ICA 
EN'"'LAJ:ID 'l?RA.NOE &"'D D • .fARK STOP I<" TT POSSIBLE FOR YOU TO OJ3TAil1 
COOPERATI lN' 0<' NATUR AND PROCEEr,nfGS ? IG.NER ~ ITING DIRAC STOP 
v.EISoKOPF FI:lE HALL PRINCE ON NJ 

April 5 1939 

DR LEO SZI.LAIID 
DEPT OF PHYSICS COLU!IDIA UNIV YO 

13 :r:Elf REOU LETTRE S7 !LARD tf.AIS PAS CABLE .. 'ION'CE STOP PROPOSITION 
DU 31 S TRES RAlSON'lif.ABL'E IS VISHT TROP TARD STOP AVON'S APPRIS 
S"i"'~ INE DEE 11IERE -~UE SCI· WE SERVICE AVAIT l~W.O m PR.ESSE AMERICAn 1:1 

~r~ R:rE:R SUR TRAVAUX RO:SERTS STOP I.,'ETTRE SUIT 
JOLIOT HALBAll 0 :ARSKY 



April 5,1939 

JOLlOT 

REPLYI.l:~ll YOUR JA:nll. V;];ISSKC:P:? STOP ;•oB.Er·(l'S. 2i.J'.ERS CCHCERNING D:ELAYED 
lrli~{J'J.lROlll' E.'1ISS 101 WIU:C!I IS h'UCH .r:.!..~R T.fLAlr HE THINKS AlT.D Il'.A.RllLESS 
s•r,;p HV'l;J:~Vl::! Tuv-~·~ JRGL'.k1 ¥~·AS :;.:~C~Ji.TLY A:PP: . .).A.C:il.Ji-n il.J .P:i10illSliiD 
C OP:SR.4.TIO:N STOP ·rn HAVE SO :<?AR. :DELAYED PAPERS Dl VIEW OF POSSIBLE 

13t::;E I.J E~-~o.P:t: STOP J.VID1Y OAI<L:b ~ 300ll Af) J?OSSI3L:! \h!E'l':a:Em. 
nrLil11.i;D SIM!LARLY '1'0 DElJ~o.Y YOUR PAPlli'1S 0~1 ~#'If.l.i.:TR:E:R YOU r.rHINK TIIAT 
WE SHO!JL:; lito· I Ptr.JLIGll Jl:v~Y'l'Hl:i""' STOP 

KINGS C3.0V.'N HOT:B.l. sz:rL.'"'-ttD 

.~opr il 3 , 1~39 

~TLT ~"EISSKOPF 
:::' n;r.:, H.tU..i.: 1\ .• r .... c:n.:T ;J1i- ( x -J' } usA 

YO'JH .3UCCE2!~3T lCM J?AS,J:.i:D TC :ai1'U~~Ui; .AE".D :-iv LU, \' .d '~HLL vU1-UD'.tY COOPERATE 
GTOP AWAITING ~TTER WITH D~TA!LS 

.i..:LA Ow' T1' 

'· UESTIOl.f ETUD!E:ill SU!S D AVIS M.\!!]T:::N'Jilfi:' Pl.IDLI EP. .AIDTIES 
JOL:i:OT 
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! ~.rJ. 'vfl'i t bl..::_: to 'Ott il'l ~ z:.at.wr Qe)."icni,s ma-t til' th.1IZ tit:io. 
?11e etH;;1,?.~'Qd le~t~r-Jt sent ty :12.ilard t.., Joliat QU Y~eb~.f ted. 
is zel.t exl>l-ll~to:t•y .• 111"fV9r.imeat.* m'}d.el:"'"a.ken *'ince thet ttme b,y 
Jf;.t'::!l :'u;tt: 'Jy ~~- ..;il.:..:~.::d d.id .. 1ot help "'.;.:J ... ti:J:;;;»ell th@ fonr :J:l.ich 
1pf .:.1Z'O n:Jtc;. s~ ... lard ,. a letter 4 !.:u rt:L:l.lil()<J.tiO!l t)f t.'· .e ~~:-;nJC;l.~ r;nen­

tlcnt"~t· i.u. ·"'hl::s lc!~tcJ."~ ·.~J.l ef.' .. \;rts ~.u~e tJo.de 1 e!'O -'.;.Q d0lay J)U.b­
llo4ti 1nn .rel~:..\..~.-1.,.; 1;o t:~::.._;j ~u~jt..::t. £!.s tha· s ~o~l~ ~~ofl.;,:!bly e:i-"' 

~l.MWt~ i~1c clB.i .,..er "J:';> • ~;:revo '11,B~.\~J@ by eertain IJO'W{ll"fh r1be PAPini 

0 ;-" ""'f,,•~'j .. l <'!"'-' .,.., . .,.,), "'"~-.q ,-J,~\'11: ""!.f. '"1f ~--:, 'Y•~ . ...,.o!),f""'~..-...,_~ i""r1.J"·~ .. •,.E(') ~\• T'r.tl·~ o:\ ~,....-~ 
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+tv>·'~\ ''•l:C:•~ 'i'<L/' ,,),.,_ ·n•·~>·\..f"tr•f' nr''i·F ir·• t·tp ·"'r,,.,. . ., "1" '1•,1\ y> ,....; ·.,;.,~ tn "-le 
~,--~.t*'-•·Y·:O. ... ~ ok.-:.~t. Wl,.y"' ...... ~';' sr· ... 4>~~<.1iot./t...· - lio,,I.+J,.,...;J.. -"" -"" """'"""'"" 'U4. .~ • ·vg-,.J.:J..,.-t,~,iil:l \if u 

.:: i..1·~r ib;1 te·l ~r Jv.rt...; tll;;! ~D" ·~ ir! t.;;~eu te<:t :t~l,oratl).ries in ~J,e.a4, 
·they u'J.n $ "7•rr,nc{;l ~nd JJenrrJe$1;;~::~ fJ;il."'lilc.:- al:'.(,!).:rl~.~t'lJ!¢}rita QJ."f;.: 1nt®d.e4 
.~or ar Ju..::.h-'l'~ o.1 ".:~:.~ .:nt"v~~ct ·tJy o~7.l·r workcrt'l iil tll.e linitcd 
~-~ t. ~t-t C::.;,. 

:"', ,:j_bt.; -.T viitt.-::.cnrcJ:·~~::i. t s :. ~ ttt,:J.• t:.; ~'!e.:tt~r~~ :P.t' .JP..l 1/ct;~..\ tl1e 
11:1y;; ici~1tll W-El J..oyul.-.:r· :;,o '.t"r:;.:;;o~:t.etl h.cre to i,~ .. iu,i;c-e todt\1' by .;;~'blt. 

c·~-~c•.;o"''l~·«.:• J'.•J,j .... :·. f'"' · i ·: t·;:~-. -;·.· . ..!l•·i~· '"-Lt•·""' ~ •,. ·•• , . .., .. ""I"l . .,...,,_,,...,h _...,.. 
.,.,~-'1.~ 'f!¥-..J.. .. _ ..... ~ 'V, - ... v..., l..;f )·~ ... J.,..,,_.&.., ----~ !.{ ... .., .... 4 .. ~ ... "' 111:..:-ir. J,;l ·-~ ,.J-.;. .... ~ - l.,t~.{,~~ l#)iij' 

c.J·r:-t.i•lic::;.~e .ti"'.;h .J:;;:;)O!l..~O!.l .a,"..1J. e ue..'0lt.\11 ls ;,a<;;~J:t. t'>:lau.lta.rla.ou.al.y 
-t-.~. ~jlc• .. OJ·"'~+J,, '~lH~ _;·J3'""C';. ,,;·r.·ir.n l • rlr. 1-r t1 .. , .. ,1"i"· .:'>,'"Jf~··-..,·rtir>"-1t~n'"'•'!! l"""' 
~ ......... _ ~· )o.\.,;i!\lf:...,' ~ .... ~ f'. \l4J!I),lt~~-.-."l[ttll-r\tol4<lt .. -·:>-i;.lt \.1' ..... 11 f'-·~--~ -....--.. ·i~ J. .. l..#~- -tL ..... ~<..a'iJ# ~ 

to Uilo 1: :n' the .. '~t 11 i c~.-tio.a -of .::.ll ·;)e.p~l"'s # ::celat i!"~ t9 thi0 $lib-.. 
jec·t" tt.~ rHot~::.~.w-~ .J. .. oX'~Hr;;e.n. for tldc .~, .• :u:poso tQr ... ol·i':~l"ff in th.e 
v~S. ~~d d~zoribed ~bovc. 

~ .a.ut l:rC WOU.ld 11,,;.: t"' ~~K you .:i.t ·thill! 'tlmt.t i:.; tli> get in 
t,'Jttoh. ·~rith 1Jl.ii.~c1:ci.t r:nd to e ... e:tivc.l;:r SlJ.Il:POl't hir1 tn ~im: endeavcru:ra 
if yo''.J. -fi::l!1 ~':ll" position to Of.; .the r~r;;,!.~or~ .l'.i.! on!J.l .. 

!t :T.w m.:~ 1z:t:prus1S1on tMt thero is Gom~ urtt.em~y in tllf!' •t. 
tc1· ~ Al.thQL~ th~~~o e~it~t~ ~~;pvr~l"CrJ.t~lY p.. g,~e.~t -r.il11n.:;nns._ fQr 
CvQj.)o~~at.:i.on ho .... e, i.t is r.,..ali~~d that th inte~"¢lst~ of the 
~cianttf'i·e WCfr'k!':ra in t.b;~ U'10S,,. lmtY bt; pr~;Ju,d;le~u tc '1011iG erle&t 
if ±£ A:-eri$~ ~ e:y~d e.lu.nc by tha pl"o:potct\ p~oc~du.re. 

,f!(t;p1n.:; te hca1· fl<"t:tGJ yu.u u.oon a.ud lYi b bea·t ro~ar~$ to :al~, 

Sino~re]3 .~ 
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Mon cher Szilard, 

0 
p 
y 

COLLEGE DE FRANCE 
Paris 19 avril 1939 

Monsieur L. SZILARD 
Kings Crown Hotel 
420 West 116th Street 
New York 

J'ai bien recu votre lettre du 7 avril et votre interes-

sante note sur la liberation des neutrons. Nous avons continue les 

recherches sur cette question et vous trouverez ci-joint le texte 

manuscrit d'une note que nous avons envoye a Nature. Il est malheu-

reusement trop tard pour que nous puissions ajouter en reference 

votre communication, cependant nous ne manquerons pas de le faire 

dans un article general qui sera publie prochainement. 

J'etais tres embarrasse en ce qui concerne l'ajournement 

des publications sur ce sujet, etant certainement l'un des permiers 

a comprendre vos raisons. Cependant vous pouvez compendre que nous 

ne eommes pas, ainsi que ceux que vous avez pu prevenir, les seuls 

a nous occuper de cette question, et rapidement nous avons pu lire 

dans des publications scientifiques et dans la presse d'information, 

en France eta l 1 etranger, des articles ou etaient clairement expli-

quees les consequences energetiques du phenomene en question. Ce 

sont les seules raisons qui ont motive les termes de mon dernier. 

cable. Je suis certainement d'accord avec le principe d'une entente, 

mais pour qu'elle soit efficace il faut qu'elle soit etendue a 

taus les laboratoires susceptibles de s'occuper de la question. 

Je ~ous serais reconnaissant de bien vouloir faire part 

de considerations aux collegues americains que vous avez pu touches. 

Avec mes sinceres salutations, 

G. Joliot 
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.. Ln cher Sz.ilat· • 

Paris, le 19 avril 1939 

::,Jnaieur L. B ... ila.rd 
l"'ing Cl'own liotel 
420 West ll~th Ctrc6t 

o ork 

J'a1 b1eo x· cu votre lettre du. 7 avril et vo·tx·e t~recsmte 
n t su.r 1 libc""nt1on d neutrons. lfouu voo15 oontnue loa re­
oheren o our cette qu~stio et vous trJuvere~ c1-Joint lQ texte 
manuacrit d'une note que noua avon envo,y~ Yature. Il eat malh U• 
reuserutnt trov nrd poux: que XlO'U.a puis· ionn · j ou.ter en r6f ·renee 
votre co nication, c pendant nous ~anquerona p le r 1r 
dane un t.rt i ol<· · ~n 'ra.l qu 1 sel."a }}Ubl1 i proclu-~in .. :nt, 

J t "t '!. ia·bs ~ribt.l•rf;f.tHJt en e ~ .. \ 1 eoll.cc•rr.e 1 • z...j ournemont 
des publiaations sur ae sujet. etunt aertain~ent l'un de~ premier• 
• eomprenoJ•e -te; r,ll!' 1li,;onz. Ce:r-·. net: n t vc•Ul. ~ )U.Ver! c :;,m.t"' rendre .- ~e 

noi.la ne somm a p e, ainsi '1U oeu.:x 1ue vou.e avez pu prtv nir,. lee 
scul:.. ~ n~.:~a oec<.:l.T"rer (te cet . u.eat i·:m, et ru.rl. .. em nt nou.13 e;YoruJ 
pu lire dans des publications ecientif1qu s ot ana 1 prease 
d'i11fO <ll tion, tD:l 'i'r&Dci) eta l' : tl.'rul.._;er, d. e rtlelea tJ eta1ent 
ola.irement expliqu~es lea cons~quneeee /nergetiqu.e du pheftom\ne 

n ·TV.est ion f Co n.t 1-::~:; E-eulea ra.1eon.3 ~ui ont rno"tiv.t lcs te •• 
4 mon dernter oable. Je su.is cert i em nt 'aooor avec l prtn­
cip(: 'unc ent ut .. ., tt.iG pour qu' lle so·t c!!icao il .f(W.t qu•elle 
s i·t ~ten.due h to-ua le labo:ratoires au oeptiblo.s d. s 'ocouper 
de lo. ._ll,;J t i ~n. 

:J. v us cr..li r~oor.~.naituH:•.nt de bien vouloir fair ... art 
de o s oonai erations aux ol1hgues ericains que voua av a pu 
toaeh~s. 

ed) F • .Toliot 
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Professor M. Joliot 
Laboratoire de Chemie Nucleaire 
College de France 
Paris 

Dear Professor Joliot: 

c/o Liebowitz 
420 Riverside Drive 
New York City 

February 2nd, 1939 

The only reason for my writing to you this letter to-d~ is 

the remote possibility that I shall have to send you a cable in 

some weeks, anc if that happens this letter will help you to un­

stand what the cable is about. This letter is therefore merely a 

precaution, and we hope an unnecessary precaution. 

Vlhen Hahn's paper reached this country about a fortnight ago, 

a few of us got at once interested in the question whether neutrons 

are liberated in the disintegration of uranium. Obviously, if more 

than one neutron were liberat,d, a sort of chain reaction would be 

possible. In certain circumstances this might then lead to the 

construction of bombs which would be extremely dangerous in gen­

eral and particularly- in the hands of certain governments. 

It is of course not possible to prevent physicists fram dis­

cussing these th1ngs among themselves, and, as a matter of fact, 

the subject is fairly widely discussed here. However, so far. every 

individual exercised sufficient diacretion to prevent a leakage 

of these ideas into the newspapers. 

In the last few days there was some discussion here among 
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physicists whether or not we should take action to prevent anything 

along this line from being published in scientific periodicals 1n 

this country, and also ask colleagues in Egnland and France to coR­

aider taking similar action. No defini t e conclusions have so far 

been reached in these discussions, but if and when definite steps 

are being taken I shall send you a cable to tell you what is being 

done. 

We all hope that there will be no, or at least not sufficient, 

neutron emission and therefore nothing to woryy about. Still, in 

order to be on the safe side, efforts are made to clear up tht$ 

point as quickly as possible. Ex~eriments at Columbia University 
he 

are in charge of Fermi and/will perhaps be the first to give re-

liable results. 

Perhaps you have also thought of the same things and have 

contempl.ated or started such experiments. May be you are able to 

get definite results at an earlier date, which, of course, would 

be very valuable towards ending the present disquieting uncertainty. 

Whatever information on the subject you might care to transmit by 

letter or cable at some later d~te willt I am sure, be greatly 

appreciated. Also, should you come to the oonclusioB that public-

ation of certain matters should be prevented; your opinion will 

certainly be given very serious consideration in this country. 

Yours sincerely, 

signed: {Leo Szilard) 



JOLIOT COLL:SG:S D, .. ,RA1WE PARIS 

HAVIlrG RECEIVED YOTn CABLE IT JL!\S :ST<::illi ECIDE.D TO PUBLISH PA.Plli~S 

PREVIOUSLY S::!lTT TO PHYSICAL RBVIE\7 GREl!.'TI::JGS S~ILARD 

c 
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.July 5th, 1939 

Professor P. Joliot 
Colle~e o ranee 
Paris 

Dear Pro~esoor Joliot: 

I thank you for your letter of ipril 

lJth ru1d the enclosed manuscript. Please ex­

cuse my delay in acknowledging its receipt. 

I personally regr,et very much that it v1as 

not possible to arrange for a universally 

·accepted policy with regard to publicationsc 

As far as I can oee, the really dru1gerous ques-

tions have so far not been raised, and maybe 

ijr rill be possible later, if the nocess 1 ty 

arises, to _alt certain types of publications 

and so to establish a sort of second line 

of defense. I may write to you again about 

this at some later date~ 

Meanwhile I am, with kind regards to all, 

yours very sincerely, 



UNDER 
KNOTT MANAGEMENT 

4 2 0 WE S T 11 6""!"':1STREET 

NEW YORK 

O PPOS II E COLUMB I A UN I VLRS ITY 

April 7 , 1£40 

Professor F . Joliot 
Colleee do France 
Paris 

Dear Pr0f es sor Joliet: 

T E L EP H ONE 

UNI VERS I TY 4 -2700 

I.iany thjne;s have con ·i'dGrnbly cha n -,ed 

s ince our corres" mdenco ·1ealing .,-, th chain re-

a ctions . I t heref oi"e '.'nndol" whe t~ ... er t hoso 

chanc;es hflVG l Gd -y:->u t o adopt a diff erent po-

licy ~. th rogard of nvbl · ca t ion . It is re-

ported t.h t publj c .tions on uranium aro pre-

vented in Germnny and tlw.. t there \'Iork on 

uranium :ts c · r r:tod out :1n sec recy . 

I e.m tnclinod. to th •nk tbat t ho quest ion 

.J f dolny·i n :; publ i c nti(m m:l · t n o,· ap oar i n a 

n ·; l. i. ·L t t:: tJ ;se 1 ho dj s r.n ssed it 1·' s t . ear . 

If you s :1are my viev.r , would ~rou he ~~ind ' n ough 

to 1 e t m<. "kno ., yov.r c or..lli en t on th:l s point . 

Wo all ho:o that .ou nn d your c ol leagu es 

will not fluff'or t oo many inconvoni. ncos on nc 

c ount o f the ·tar ancl that yo 1r ork •7 1 1 go 

PLAN TO VISIT Nt:W YORK WORLD' S .f'AIR 
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on uninterrupted . 

' i th bG t rd shes to a.ll, 

yours sincerely, 

( Leo Sz :l]ls.l"d) 



UNDER 
KNOTT MANAGEMENT 

420 WEST liS "'!'~ STR EET 

NEW YORK 

O PP 0 \. 111- C I U M81A U:'-. I V I RS ITY 

rJ1ess~ ~. Jollot 
Gol~oc ' de .r~. co 
P ris, _•r:Jnc e. 

J 11 .. ... . 

TELEPHONE 

UNIVERSITY 4-2700 

· ·. rl{; on 

t o - i . L~...: lieu tl L. , ! . -c t , \1 :; I ;[ :ns -·! !5 , .... _ 
,c .. 

.bs.vc not " 
~ . t• > t ~ i . c·; "'~, 

.:;.~.:: c.:-; .... l - ·- .. . --

.!.:le i.~ :n. g{v• c 1'1 ,, t -.~ 
~ 

I .nr __ 1' , a 

do tl .; t 
. ., r.; i~.hc --. ... , ::oulrl .ro I e ' w 

u t:t:.i n f""' )('\ ~() !) .... --.tl ~., ncc1 ' .tf . ~ "".. ,.; 

PLAN TO VISIT N£W YORK WORLD'S f'AIR 
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k'..avc nd .ted a me neil ::ol cy of doJmi1 ;; ab-

1 ' llCSH 
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NEW YORK 
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Pro~essor F. Jol i ot 
Colle~o de Fron cc 
.P ris , lt r cnco 

TELEPHONE 

UNI VERSITY 4-2700 

April l ·:Z ~ 19 {0 

11 an . t.h·.n g s 1 v e aon s i c1 e · bly c:hun~ed 

i nc e- •. arc h li.t s t vcar, 'and t horefot>e I should 

lik e t o r' ·· s e onco mor e tho cuostion •.hother 

or n o l; r· s lts c .mc ~rnin·~ chain eactions in 

ur·ani um ou .ut to be pub_li shed . 

I t l s r epor t ed t.i: • t su ch public t 1ons 11 r c 

pr(W m~.,ed in G .: ... nny and t lJ.r, t • :)rl~ on v..ranium 

h l ' O i n c ··I' l"i c ut l n sec ec, • 

1 s . "Ou .m o;J , my "Jn :.. n cl n " ti n ··ould be 

t ci 1 y p_ol cuti~ns on t .. i ::t ·ub;Bct ,. but I 

h.uve no · c :i ~cussed this rrl! tter -·· th n :\Tone olse 

do n t .kn h '!: ,,. cw ot~hors ::rou l d t2k f the 

u st~on Hero to b) :!'ai sod ag n. If ~ ho rc;)vor , 

I s ho 1 ( h 1" f !•urn you that :in tho m 1n t 1r:1e ou 

PLAN TO VISIT N£W YORK WORLD'S f"AIR 
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mve -do tod so~ o nevJ rolicy of dolnyinr, pub­

lle ·· io:rw 11 1 CC/t,1 l c1 thon pol'hv.ps talk t o otbm~s 

ore nnd fin~ out -rl.<a t the ·on oral foelinr; is 

on this rrib .jccl,. 

h'vos:·yb:Jcry :-..oh) bopcs tba t you and :vo1.~ 

coll""n_ucs ·.r.:ill zwt r<vf'fer· too many in.conven­

i lt;once~; on nccount ,.. f tho ·t r and tht t . our ·o~k 

,,.rill go on unintHrruytec:J . 

i th be£Jt ·:n.~;hes to a l l , 

yo u •s 8 :i:nc o:r•ely $ 

(Leo Sz "lurd) 
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COMMEMORATION DU DIXIEME ANNIVERSAIRE DE LA MORT DE LORD RUTHERFORD 

Organisee par 

L' Association Franc;aise des T ravailleurs Scientifiques 
La Federation Mondiale des Travailleurs Scientifiques 

Le Syndical National de I'Enseignement Superieur et de Ia Recherche Scientifique 

Sous le Haul-Patronage de M. le President de Ia Republique 
et de I'Academie des Sciences de Paris 

Comite d'Honneur Paris, le 2 2 OCT 1947 
M. le President du Conseil 
S. E. M. I'Ambassadeur de Grande-Bretagne 
S. E. M. le Ministre d'Australie 
M. le Ministre de !'Education Nationale 
M. le President de I'Academie des Sciences Pr ofesseur Leo SZILARD 

Institute of Nuclear Studies 
University Chicago 

Comite d'organisation 

President F. Joliot-Curie CHICAGO. <Ill) (U.S.) 
Membres : P. Auger 

L. Barrabe 
E. Bauer 
J. D. Bernal 
M. de Broglie 
J. Cabannes 
J . G . Crowther 
G. Teissier 

Mon cher Szilard, 

Secretariat : P. Biquard 
Je suis tres heureux d'avoir regu votre telegramme du 20 

octobre qui m1annonce votre acceptation de participer aux ceremonies 
commemoratives du dixieme anniversaire de la mort de Lord Rutherford. 

P. Bonet-Maury 
Tresoriere : Mile L. Cassin 

~~lA 

. ~4 'f"~ ~ct.L:..~ 

'?A~l~ -X]L 

P~~ Cor£nt~itSJ·l~ 

Le Comite d 1organisation, dans sa derniere reunion, m1a prie 
de vous demander de bien vou . .._oir faire un expose d 1un quart d•heure environ, 
dans la seance du lJ novembre , .pans 1 1 a pres -midi que j e pre siderai et qui 
sera consacree au sujet suivant : 

" Le developpement de la physique moderne et ses consequences sociales " 

Je vous serais reconnaissant de m1adresser votre reponse le 
plus rapidement possible, et je vous prie de croire, mon cher Szilard, ~ 
mes sentiments devoues. 

r --

F. J OLI ar -GURIE • 

:D./2..C.V\. £ ~ eQ./\...L) 

J:. W~ Q...')C t;,._~ t.a-- -ka...h Co .t._.._~ b~ ~ w Q.I\A. ~ 'n:J- t: 0 'P ~ , 

r-r ~ ~ ~rc:l 'Tl..o.t ~~vr:~weQ_):I:. w~t.l ~ 
~~Gel \co ~ ~ u..lr . WQ.. ~~ ~ ~~ uv:._ c.t.. ~ f-u..t-
~ w ~ c.a..'¥' ) .:t .;. -1k .:u a_ .e..J::t~ ~ Jv.:. :> I)A~~ J ~ "rl:- lkt~ 

t"o ~ /~ ~~ "~~ ~t~t~ ~ctMLv~. I-n.~ 
~ ..:z:.. ( :.C.) -t>~.- . oP..LJc.....L.. 

~· 3A:~ oo~",;'7~p~~:::~ ~~~ J 



WORLD FEDERATION OF SCIENTIFIC WORKERS 
President . . . . . . Professor F. JOLIOT-CURIE 

Membre de l' lnstitut ; For Mem. R.S.; Prix Nobel 
Vice-Presidents Professor ]. D. BERNAL, F. R. S. 

Professor Ll TZE-KWANG. Vice-Pres .• Acad emia Sinica 
Academician A . I. OPARIN, Mem . Acad . Sci . U . S .S.R. 
Professor LINUS PAULING, Mem. Nat . Acad . Sci . , For . Mem . R. S. 
Professor C. F. POWELL, F. R. S ., Nobel Laureate 

Treasurer .. . Dr . W . A . WOOSTER . 
"' ELstJ ec11e:al . J. e. eReo:Tili!!A . 

Monsieur le Professeur Leo SZ ILARD, 
1155, East 57th Street, 
.Q!!_icagg_ 
Illinois 
u.s.A .• 

Man cher Szilard, 

Jill eommw•kallons 10 be udal;cssca' to 
1112 SLCitEIAiti GCICLICAL. 

1•: II' lsF 11&811 &iTPiiliT , 

L&IJ881 J. LI I 

Paris, le ll mars 1955 

La lecture de la lettre que vous avez 
adress~e au ".Jew ark Times" et qui a paru l e 6 f~vrier 1955, 
m'incite a vous ecrire, car elle est le reflet d'un senti­
ment qu i se repand de plus en plus et selon lequel il est 
necessaire d'entreprendre une action susce ptible d 'arr~ter 
le dangereux mouvement vers un conflit generalise, dans le­
quel seraient utilisees les armes de destruction en masse. 
A cet egard, vous penserez sOr emen t comme moi que les scien­
tifiques ant une responsabilite particuli~re. 

La Conference organisee par l' O. N. U., 
en Septembre 1955, a Gen~ ve, sur les applications pacifiques 
de l'energ ie atomi que n'abadera pas l'ensemble des problemas 
poses a l'humanite par la liberation de l'energi e nucleaire. 
Aussi, beaucoup de scientifiques, dans taus les pays, pensent 
qu'une initiative devrait ~tre prise relativement aux dangers 
que font courir a l'humanite les armes atomi ques et thermo­
nucleaires. C'est dans cet esprit que j'avais, tout d'a­
bord, ecrit a M. le President de l'Assembl ee Generale des 
Nations Unies ( vous trouverez ci-joint copie de rna lettre) 
puis a divers collegues, tels que HAHN , UREY , LORD RUSSELL , 
MI N TAERT , POWELL , SKOBELTZYN, RABH.TOV ITCH , etc .•• 

L'impression que je suis a m~me de re­
tirer de ces divers contacts est qu'un desir se manifeste, 
plus ou mains clairement, de voir se r eunir une Conference 
Scientifique Internationale, au cours de laquelle seraient 

... I 
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pr~cis~s de mani~re incontestable les dan gers des armes 
atomi ques et thermo-nucl~aires. D'ailleurs, dans de 
nombreux pays d~ja des conf~renc~scientifiques nationales 
sont pr~vues pour traiter de ces m~mes probl~mes. 

Pour bien pr~ciser rna pensee, je crois utile de join­
dre a la pr~sente, a titre confidential, copi e de la lettre 
que j 1 ai adress~e a H. C. UREY. 

J'aimerais beaucoup recevoir vos commentaires et vos 
suggestions et, dans cette attente, je vous prie de croire, 
mon cher Szilard , a mes sentiments d~vou ~ s. 

Inclus: 2 annexes 

F . Joliot-Curie, 
College de France, 
Place Marcelin-~erthelot 
Paris 5e. 
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