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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

PATROL REPORT 

District of ... . .  lok>r·th··.\:.EF·"K·· ;t 2/65-66 .Report No . . . .. . . . , ............ . . . . . . . . . . .......... . .. . . . . .. .  . 

Patrol Conducted by . . . . . . � .• o!. •. �9.W.F; . . . .  Ga...<1�.t . . l'E!..��·9.1. . . 0.�f.:l.9.�.r.!. 

Arca Patrolled . . . . .  C::':.9.ll:ll :8ci':'.e.z: .. 1.()C_<i:1.'l.�11.Z::': _q'.n.�.�3::':.t . . Nagu C. D. 
Patrol Accompanied by Europeans... . NO 

Natives ..... . 

Duration--From . . . .2 . . ;. ... .3.;1!P..� ... ro . ..l?../. .. �./19��---

Number of Days.. ..J.2 .. 

Did Medical Assistant Accompany 1 . . . . . . . . . . . . .  NO .. . 
Last Patrol to i\rea by-District Services ...... ./ . . . 3. . .;19 .. 6.5. .. 

Medical ./ . . ... ./19 .... 

Map Reference . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  A.�.�Ei:P.�. Formil 
Ohjccts of Patrol. .. lio9.!ll,. . .  (;Q.1(�.r.llAl.Elll.t . . . Cov.n.c.:i.l . .  El.ec.tio:as ...................... . 

Director of Native Affairs, 

PORT MORESBY. 

Forwarded, please. 

Amount Paid for War Damage Compensadon 

Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund 

Amount paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund 

District Commissioner 



67-8-54 

atrict Co 11 loner, 
:,ep1k trict, 
�· 

Jrd June, 1966. 

Tha.nlc JO\l for your tnOl"U'ldum 67-3-14 of 15th April, 
1966, to ether with • Lowe • a brief p tro1 r po t. 

2. • Lowe h appurent� accompl1ehed th t oet him 
' eubaitt brieJ: report on hol'f the reen •1v<lr .Loe· 

Go,.;e.rn:ment Couno1l elootions Pl'OOeeded. 

(J. • c.� r1.�) 
�· 



Telegrams .. 
Our RefeNnce .... lfcallingO!kfor 

Department of Dislrid Administration, 
Sepik District , 
�· Mr ... 
15'th April, 1966. 

TDe
hepa

D
r

i
tmre

enctt
e re t r District Administra tien, 

KONEDOBU. 

GREEN RIVER PATROL REPORTS 
Nos. 8 AHb tf.Y' 

A t tached please find cop i es ef reports en the Gre en 
R1 v er Local Government Elect iens. 

All the relevant par t iculars have been forwarded te 
the Cemmissiener fer Lecal Government . 

de:��� 
E.G. HICKS ':,:). 

District Co!lll!lisSi•ner. 



, 

,. 

4-2-2-12 

Mr. Michael Lowe 
Cadet Patrol orrlcer, 
�· 
Dear Mr , Lowe, 

Sub-District Office, 
AMAN AB 
Sepik District. 

22nd February, 1 966. 

GREEN RIVER PATROL NUMBER 2-1965/66 
INLAND COUNCIL 4REA, 

As arranged with the Deputy Dist:rict Commissioner and 
your Assistant Dietrict Commissioner, please prepare to move to 
Green River on 26th February in order to depart on the above 
specified patrol on the 28th February. 

The sole object of this patrol is for you to conduct the 
second council elections of the inland sector of the Green 
River Local Government council area. You will be accompanied by 
Mr. Benson Gegeyo, Local Govt. Assistant, the Council's messenger, 
and four members of the R.P. & N.G.C, The patrol should be of 
approximately twenty-five days duration but polling must be 
concluded within twenty-one days excluding Sundays. You will 
vis:l.t 20 villages and conduct elections for 12 wards. 

Please read carefUlly the last Green River election and 
patrol reports particularly Amanab Patrol No. 7-64-/65, copy of 
which is at Green River. As far as possible your patrol route 
should follow that previously taken. 

This is your first solo patrol and one to an area new to 
you. As it is concer!led \Ii th local government elections I do not 
wish you to engage in other administrat1ve activity, e.g. 
settlement of dispu�es, at this stage, Should any matters other 
the.n those directly concerned with the elections arise you should 
refer the participants to either Amanab or Green River. 

Please take with you Vol 1 of the Departmental Standing 
Instr11ctions and the Electoral, Directions and r�fer to them 
frequently. The Officer-in-Charge at Green River will give you 
adequate verbal instructions prior to your departure. 

I wish you a successful patrol, 

Yours f1.1 thfully, 

(Signed) D.B. MOORHOUSE. 
A.!l<;istant Distr:lct Comrn1��ioner. 
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14/3!66 r; :D ". 

Observed day and s:icpt on;wr. 

lppnrted orr� 0825 raechN1 F.'JU!.GI River 
1 OltO were erricd acrnss in canoe • ·.rrived 

l)IElll i055 ."\ ttn'nPn tn GRES!'. "\5.ver ?atrol 

Post by hactnr wh ch '1.rr vec at nnon. 
'lept at C:'<:t;JU.j River. 

"0part"' C\lEEll River · 8::>5 &rl"i11?11?Jd s. J _J�".I 
1 045. Jon.ducted eJ,,,ctlonr .Deparhd � !HI .I 

1210 "rr .. veci G:lEE:: Rlv"'" PA.troJ , ost 1 lr 5, 
;:: eot i'f'' !N R. ver • 

. l:W OF P 'j· 'OT, 



INTRODUCTION, 
Due to t .) size of the Green River Local Government Council area, it was found necessary to mou'lt two patrols. To complete the elections in the set period, Amanab Patrol No. 2 covereci the Council area inland from the Sepik ( AUIAi • . _C1�AR!1 ItJRI 1 & 2 TEUCIRABU MONGO FONGWINA.M, PANANG-GAN MM.tlRIJU'f TERAu- ·n,__r:BtJRu, MINIABtJRu i sfo:IA, DIERu, SUGAMURu, OGRu, RAWG , BUSA, AUYA, SAf.fANA! Wards J , 

TYPE AND DtJRATIOJ� PRE-ELECTION CA11PAIGN. 
At a Gen..!ra1 Council Meeting on the 7th Janua.r�-i 1966, an announcement was made that a new election would be he. d in March of this year. 

At a further meeting on 2nd February, 1966, those present 
wet•e informed that the nev elections would commence on the 1st of 
March 1966. Patrol was of 12 days duration. 

Mr. James GEGEYO accompanied the writer 1 s patrol as the 
second officer for the elections. 

In each village prior to the elections a short talk was given, explaining that this was the second election for the Green River Council area, and that nominations were to be put forward for the election of Councillor for the coming term. It was explained that the Councillor could be nominated or that a new candidate could be nominated, If the Councillor was nominated, 
it was explained that he did not stay in the poettion from that time 011. It was explained what was required of a Councillor• 

Choice of nominations and votes was entirely individual. 
No evidence of pre-election campaigning by candidates was fou;1d. M.ODE OF ELECTION. 

After the pre-election talk was given the people were asked to nominate car>didates. The candidates names were recorded 
on the ballot papers E.Od the voting was commenced. 

The method of voting was such that the eligible voters 
were grouped in front of the table. Their names were found on the 
Council Roll of Electors by Mr. GEGEYO, (Rollwas compiled before 
each election). They were asked who their preference was, and I 
tabulated their vote on their initialled ballot paper, which they 
then placed in the available ballot box which had been exhibited !!r!m�;Kn�=��re 

I;1�o��e�!!�� · 
a �f s!��c�1�!jo�f t�0!�;n�bt!��eg=pers In the firr.t count, the preference system of counting was not necessary. This system allows for an almost secret ballot with 

a preferential system. 

FEMME INTEREST IN THE ELECTION. 
All candidates nolllinated were male. HowevPr, the female interest was apparent both in their voting and their participation in the n·•mination of candidates. 

AJ3SEUTEEIS�!. 

Some of the few fc.rms of economic activity available is to work on coastal plantations or on Imonda, Amanab, Green River Patrol Posts. The higher percentage of absentees were at Amanab or Green River working as casual labourers. A great number of absentees were at the stations receiving medical treatment. (In most cases the whole family were absent). Due to substantial rain in the area, most rivers were in flood, causing most of the older people to be unahlo to reach the polling places. 

• ••••• 12 



2 

This was evident where there was more than one village in a Ward. A small absenteeism was caused by people being in prison at Green River and Amanab. Absenteeism due to lack of interest and ignorance was probably nil, because of the fact that somebody was sent to all the villages to inform the villagers of the date of our arrival. Sickness and travelling conditions probably prevented some of the people from voting. 
ANA1YSIS OF STATISTICS. 

The area covered by the patrol had a population of 2,361 of whom 1!391+ (752 males and 61+2 females) have their names on the Counc l Tax Register, which was used at the time of the election. Of the 1 391+ persons eligible to vote, l+26 were absent at election hm � l leaving 968 eligible parsons who voted. (1+87 males and '+tj1 females). 
�. 

The patrol successfully accom�ished its aims and found that the idea of the Local Governmen.t Council was well received in all Villages. 

It was noticed that all the successful candidates were quite young men, and that all the older men were content to let the younger men do all the work of the Council. 
Of the candidates it was noticed that nearly all those successful had already served one term as Councillors. ThGre were two candidates in every Ward, and the successful candidate in nearly ar cases had a clear inajori t • 

�p-H.J. LOWE. C.P.O. 
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

PATROL REPORT 
7 

District of ...... . ... NOB.TH. .. S�IK ... Report NoS .� .65/66 

Patrol Conducted by ... MR. A. J(. TRY ........... ...... ......... ........................ . 
AUGGST RIVER CENBUS DISTRICT Area Patrolled ......... . ..... . ..... ............ .. ..... . .. ............... . .... . . ... . ............... .... . ........ 

Patrol Accompanied by Europeans ...... .  .R�H� .. CHIS.HOLM . . . CP.Q .. . 
Natives ... . .... ... . .3 .. kl!'!�?.)!:.�11 ... !1.i:'.� !'l.(}q • 

Duration-From ... Z . ./ . . . 3./19 .. 6.6.to .J5;. .... 3/19.9.( .. 

Number of Days ........ 1.4 . . .D.AXf:! . . ... U.l. .. P.ay� ... i? .l .. �Rt ... P.\.l:t;) 

Did Medical Assistant Accompany ? .... . .. NQ .. . 
Last Patrol to Area by-District Services .. 1.1./..10 . ./19 .. 6.5 . 

Medical ...... .;. ... 6 . ./19 ... 9.5.. 

Map Reference . ... ........ . M�.Y., .. a.+.v.�r. .. f.9.�!"!!U ................................ . 
Objects of Patrol.. .......... �.t�f;;9.rJ.ON ... ilF .. . N!!:;·l...C0.UN.CILOtIB . .  F.illl . . TH"£ .G1.&JeN . 

................. �!.V.�':1 .. J:..0.�.il� ... G.9.Yi> .. Jf:1.E.lfT. .. Q.Q!!.NG.+:r. .•..... 

DIRECTOR OF DISTRICT SERVICES 
AND NATIVE AFFAIRS, 
POR":" MORESBY. 

Amount Paid for War Damage Compensation 
Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fune! 

Amount Paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund . 

Forwarded, please. 

£. 
£.. 

. . .. ............. ......... .... . District Comm1ss10Hl'f' 

· · · · · ·· · · · · · · · · · · ··· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·· · · · · ·· · · · · · · · · · · ·· · ·· · ···· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ··· · · · ······ ··· · 

..... .... .... ....... ... .. .. . . . . . . . ............. ... . .. .... .... .. ...... . . 



67 -53 

Diat:t·iot Colll!llio1 loner, ' AK. 
ep Diatriot. 

2nd June, 1 66. 

Grean iv r Patrol enort , o. 3/1!J65-66: 

�'iwllt you for your emcrandwtt 67-3-14/3715 ot 15th prtl, 1Jli6 to ether "1th Mr. Chieholul's patrol report. 

2. • Chisho111 hae mad• n good first a.tt mpt at wr1UJlG a re,cort, but it: h�o b en arred bli ly b;r ep lling errorl!I. 

3. ,o turt er oo •e'lta re neoeoe11r7. 

( J. .... oOarthy) 
DI t CTC\Jt. 

I 



fzYY'', 
�-� 

67-3-14-/ l ) ' .. / -"" Sepik District, 
�. 
1 5th April, 1 <)66. 

The Directgr 1 
Department o f District Administration, 
!\OliEDOJlU. 

enc:?. RIVlrn PATROL REPORTS Nos. 3 AN..ILI! 

At't;ached please :t'lnd copies of rep i·ts n tha Cireen 
River Local Ooverll!llcnt Elect� ns. 

All the i·elevant particulars have been forwar ed t 
the C'Jm11issi ner for oc!ll. verntn'!lnt. 

-rfc�� 
E.G. HICKS 

District Co!!!!li ssioner 



67-1-10 

The District• Oommiss.Loner, 
Sepik District, 
WP. W AK. 

Sub-District Of!ioo, 
AMANAB, 
Sepik District. 

24th March 1966. 

GREEN RIVER PATROL no. ,_1965/66 
PA.RT AUGUST RIVAR Cfilf8US DIVISION. 

Mr. R. Ohis��j�g?11s 0�ti�h:�0�:r:i:�1��� ��� ��
b

�!j
ed 

in conjunction with Grcu;n River morandum of Ii trol llo. }-65/66 
submitted b7 Mr. i'atrol Offi�er frJ', and attaohod oonespondenoe. 
Mr. Ohishol" accompanied Mr. J:ry on this his f!r3t patrol and has 
prepared this report in the nature of an exercise in obaervation 
and deaoriptioa. 

1'he 'tollow1 co=ente are oftned 1-
1. Po1itioa1 itu&tiops the upper SrTJik River peoples movement 

to their aago stands within West Irian are periodic tribal 
movements that oocur duri� tlood1ngs of the main Sepik. P1eaae 
refer to Green River I/R J/66. 
2. � the -tte::- of over-recruitment has been dealt with 

and acted upon ,D4t your letter of 2lat .Ueoomber 1965 to 
private recruiters 1n this d'l.etrict. 
'·�· 

- the road referred to b 1:veen IABARU and Greon R1 ver ic in 
fact a swampy oorduro;y 1"alk1ng tr ck. 

- there is one airtsrip in the diV1aion at IDAM, south of the 
Sapik River. It io of �ea(·na standard o.nd operat d by the CMJ.!L 
Mission. 

b1 

- the .Ud Poat at BIV�O (of MAHA) has never been staffed. Thi• 
matter has previously b .on raied with the Diatrict Medical fioer 
who has dvised that an A.P.O/' will be pontod thore as soon as hie 
staff position permits. At present h is 24 APO's short witnin this 
distriot. 

- tho 'Council dinghy' rof rred to ia the 14 ft alumiai hu.U 
belonging to the Adlliniotratio11. 

4. Preqentatiop. This w s Mr. Ohl.eholm's first a to111pt at n-itiI.g 
an official report and he has don a reo.aonable job. I have 

discuss d with him vc.rious spelling errorai entence oonotruotio�1 
ovAr-uae of the word • nntive · J and the frequent and 11ro us se 
of pidgin expressions. It 1 expeoted that hi next report will 
be an i.lllprovement. 

Forv rdvd for your action, }llaase • 

..... ,g;t:. .� ........... . 
D.D. J.OO!UiOUSE 
Aeoiatant nistriot Co ,isaioner. 

Bnol. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this patrol ;..ras the election of new 
councilors to the Green River Local Government Council. !<'or 
d9tails of these elections see the repo�·t complled by Mr. A. 
Try, O .I.C. Green Riv r Patrol Post. 

The general topography 'Jf the area patroled is basicaly 
Sep.1.k River flood plains with no substantial ran ei:. of hills. 
Owing to the fact that the river was still r·eceding after 
extensive flooding the surrounding area was covered with a 
ore to two foot layer of fine grained black silt. This was 
found to be very fertile. The predominant vegetation in 
this area is tropical rain forest, wtth some secondary growth 
where gardens have been overgrown. 

The patrol followed the Sepik and October rive.rs and 
the villiages situated on the banks of the river. It 1'/aS not 
fotmd nessesary to visit villiages si tuated further inland as 
the villiagers in these plac:es travelled down to the polling 
centres when not ified of the elect:lons. The patrol commenced 
at DEIRU 1>ut actual polling did riot begin until the village of 
HUFI was reached. This 111as be1�ause of the need to notify the 
people of the separate w rds of the actual day the poll would 
be held. The patrol then worked its way down the river 
hold ing elections in the following wards:-

HUFI. 
l<AflRIRU. 
BI AKE .No. 1. • AISO. 
BIA.KR No. 2. - BIAKSI. 
KOBARARU. 
IABURU. 
MUKUASI..MAHANI-BUNA. 
BAIO. 
BIFRO-BAIUWAI. 



MIGi 
t__ 

28/2/66 

1 /3/66 

2 /3/66 

3 /J/66 

4- /3/66 

5 /3/66 

6/ 3/66 

7 /3/66 

8 /3/66 

9 /3/66 

10/3/66 

11 /J/66 

12/3/66 

13/3/66 

Operated Radio and pre>)are for patrol. Departed 
Amanab for Green River arriving at 14-JO hours, 
Slept Green River Patrol Post. 

Assisted in payment of native worder;; and typed 
contingencies, Checked patrol equipment. 
Slept Green Ri·1er. 

Departed Green River Patrol Post at 094-0 hours by 
tractor for DEIRU villiage arrlvlng at 1100 hours. 
Departed DEI U for IABURU a.rri ving 151+0 hours 
Disscusions with councilor and arrangements for 
future movements made. Slept IABURU. 

Departed I UrlU ai; 0830 h s for BIAKK No. 1 
arriving at 1600 hrs. Delayed oy swift flowing 
river and engine trouble. Arrangements for 
future ove ents rJaue nd slept at JHA E uo, 1. 

Depar te BIAKl!: No.1 at 0830 hrs for HUF I ar·riving 
1510 hrs. Delayed by engine trouble continuously. 
Discussions with the local councilor and people 
for impending elections. Slept HUFI. 
Held elections at IffiFI. Departed HUl''I at 1215 h s 
for K.>SEIRU ar.rivi.ng 1_,15 hrli. Elections held and 
departed at 14-30 hrs for BIAKE arriving at 154-5 hrs 
Compiled voting statistics and slept BIAICE No.1. 

To BIAKE No,2 and held electlons for BIA.KE No.2 and 
BIAKSI ward. Returned and slept Biake o. 1. 

!Uections BIME No1 and AISO Ward. Departed 
BIA!{E 11'0.1 at 1 200 hrs arrivingAI J at 1300hrs. 
Investi�ations death of child LOWOKIR and slerit 
AISO 

l"urther investigations of c.bove. To IABURU village 
,.,.here cargo etll'. placed in ,est House. Mr, Tr·y 
Wi ttnesses and self together with suspect to Green 
Hiver Patrol Post. Slept at Green River, 

Uiecussion with WC Amanab re murdor case, Assisted 
dr. 'f.ry and carried out G neral office duties 
Slept Green iver/. 

Departed Green Hi ver P. P. for IABUhU at 08 3() hrs. 
arriving �t 121 5 hrs, Discussion and arrangements 
m!lde with the local councilors for future ovemants. 
Co.npilc;d patl'ol report and slept I J:lU ,cr, 
Dejla ted IAEU. U at o820 hrs. for .iCODARAHU arr.l.ving 
at 13t�5 hrs. Election held and tainor disputes 
arbitrated. D .. partod KOBAH U at 1<'30 hrs for 
IiwUHU rri ving at 1 34-5 hrs, Elections held. 
Dep rted IA1.i!.J, U 1620 l1rs for 1'1UKUASI arriving at 
1'135 hours. Slept MUKUASI, 

IHections at i·1UKUASI for MUKUASI-1AHANI=BU11A \t/al!Q 
D parted 1 UKUASI at 131�5 hrs for BIF'RO arriving at 
15JO hrs, Extensive ropalrs ti rest - house affected 
a tci slept BIFJ\0, 

Sund y .Jbserved. 



• 

DIARY cont. 

14/3/66 Depa rted BIFRO at o845 hrs for BAIO arriving at 
101? hr•. Elections held, departed 1240 hrs for 

BIFRO, Ax·riving 11+00 hrs at Bill'RO. .Election 
held tor BIFRO-BAitJWAI-Ward. Slept at B!FRO. 

15/3/66 Departed BIFRO at 0830 hrs for Green River 
Patrol Post. Arriving at 1 l+oo hrs, cargo at 
1530 nrs. 

End of patrol • 
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MIS.HONS 

� The only mission represented in this area ls the 

Cfistian Mission Of any Lands. However this 111ission 

primarily cat:ers for the spiritual needs of the stati)n per

-sonnel at Green Ri'Ver and nearby villages, the area patroV.d 

only rec �es ministrati;ms by the occasional patrnl. 

The C.M.M.L. also supervise the running of u :: _ school at 

the Green River P. P. Where they have a full)' qualified 

�ropean tE1acher. 

�· 
As yet the only form of regular incMe open to the 

people o:f' this censua district is obtained by vork.ing as wage 

-labour on plantations in other districts. The average nwn-

- ber of fit adult males absent from the u census division 

at work on plantajions or in towns is approxiinately 30% which 

is about 135 men. However little of this money finds its 

way back to the villaged 

There is aJ.so a limited sour�e of .J1oney gained from 

working as casual at the Green River patrol post. But as yet 

the natives have little need for money and only see.n to work 

for limited periods. 

tl&ST HOUSES 
Generally the rest houses in the villages slept at, 

were 1n areasonable condi ti n. The rest house at IABURU was 
I 

in good condition, strongly constructed, spaclM:las and \lfell 

designed. However the house at BIF. 0 was in a state of dis-

-repair and exten ive repairs had to be effected before it 

could be occupied. 

<;ARRIJ:fRS MID CM0£iS. 

Travelling on thi.s patrol was wholly by government 

canoe and the council dinghy. 

hired. 

Consequently few carriers were 



,. 

C 1!1U!UCAT!Otf.1 

Tbe patrol did not see &111 sorvic11'1o roads 1n the 
" 

district IUld only ono r:o d near it. Th s 1• the tractor 
track � froaa Ql'Oen River Patrol Post to to DIURU. Apart 

fro, cW10ework the p t1-ol did travel :>n the n tiv road fl'OJI 
IABl.JBU to Green tUvar, but owing t.> the recent floodtng and 
beaV7 ra!M it w s found to be in v ry p >0r condition. 

W• 
ot applicable. 

The only airstrip 11ith1n reasonable travelling ot 

the Ownswa District is th.at t Green River P.P. This il'str1p 
is open to cuiaor:r B�ravo� _There aro none in the August 

River Cenaua D1str1ot and no � verQ 1ean by the patrol 

th.at ight be suitable for the eatabl1sh:neat t one. 

().. The Bepik Riv r and its ributriea offer a good 
" 

to.rm .)t tranapo t or co· nun1catlons vLtb Gr en River P.P. 

Although the S pilt s 1n !l.ood at the t11110 of the ,1>atl'ol 
ovtnz to its size 1t is pasalibl.o at all tlllos dw-ing the 

Yea.r. 

The staple diet or the people ln thta area ts e shed 
pulp of th .. ago al.Ill. .And l>o use ol the large area s ot 
sw�pland.s in t ls are and the e se r grJwing the th s o  

trees ar ost plontitul. The p plo ulso oult vate Iams, 
To..rc, a.nanaa-b:> h co:>king and ating9 a nWlbJ1' of Plne:i.ppl s 

and Pa 1-Pavs nd a quant.ity of Br adfru1t. b. e a o also 

pl ntiful suppl•• or Tulip. 

therod t'r th bush. 

hita and ot.ller wlld frults re 

c• village visir.ed had a a all number of pigs 

a!ld fo..,ls. nut s can bo expect tnese are :..i3ed .a:is tl.y 
for cero nial d prest1go purposes, rul nntr1b11te lit.tle 

,pnt� to � ,1eopl J a1 t 



AWU\,,UI,IU9§ A@ LIYE§TOCK CO T, 
However wild pigs,birds suohas pidgaon and oooomo, and the 

trapping of fish sn:akes and lizards prov14e the bulk of' the 

peoples protbn, 

Reference to the report by Mr F.Arndt, 'gricultural 
Officer Amanab, Who has Just completed a patrol of the August 

River Censua District , shoul d be lllade regarding the eaonomi�: 

potential of this area • 

.IILLAGE§ MD HOUSHIG. 
In genaral the villages were laid out in groups or 

up to twenty hou:;ea and in mos t oases were laid out in rows 

along the river-banks. However in smaller villages and 
hamle i;a the housas tended to be less tidy in layout. 

\� 

The standard of housing in Ile villages varied from 

average to poor. The houses were gen•rally rllotangular in 

plan approximately twenty feet by thiri;y feet, :raised on 

pikes abatat six feet above the ground. They have a single 

gable roof constructed of the leaves of the Sago Frond, the 

pidgin name for this is"MOMTA•, The walls being constructed 

of tho st9111 of tile palm frond, called "PUIG L" in Pidgin, 

These stems are placed verticaly at'd tied d wn • The floors 

are .LOag pieces of flattened Black i'alm, called "LIMBOM" in 

Pidgin, 

The housing is in general of a semi-pernaanent 

nature, with a life of about two years, The villa1ers tben 

would de olish the old house, being careful to salvage any 

good materials, and re-build the house in a nev position us.i.ng 

the old. aterials, Rather than car;y, out any but cha most 

minor repairs on an existina house, 

Owing ainl�· to the racent floorltng of the Sepik 

1tiver the villages •llere in a poor conclitwn. With a layer 

of soft sluehy layer of mud up o two feet tllic.c covering all 

exposed ground. d 1b. soqe cases eSf'OJeciat the v�llages of 
v BU'1W and BIAKE no a ttenpt had boQn de. to cle r the area 

of a nUJ1ber of t.L'ee s tu;ips and bushes that G e· floods had 
deposited :is it .L'oceded. It uas no ticed that some v.lll11i.:a 



' . 

latrines we1'e bulng used but nost were in varing s�ates of 

disrepair. Possibly duo to t;10 f ctors, firstly, tile res6int 

floods which played havo{ wi uh buildings bui.L t ,,. the gr:iund 

and secondly bGcause f the )bvious lac of frequent use 1n 
most of the villages. 

In many cases the villages were not consolidated 

groups as such, but tended to b.i a clus er of' houses around 

the rest houses and smaller hamlets of one or two f:lillilies 

scattered along the r· var banks and c oser to the ardens. 

Tho .na:i.n advanta ·cs of the sites chosen for t,he 

majority of villages visited are falrly obvious. Al.!llost 11].l 

of the villages visited .iere situated n the inner curves of 

th.. river as it woun its way througi.1 ,he <. 1a. Thus the 

area occupied by the village is protected by .i.ts osition 

from the erosion that can be caused by a fast flowing river, 

Also the river by depositl.ng "ilt on the inner curve is 

continually enlar ins the village area, llowever all but the 

villages of IAOURU and HUFI the supply of fresh water was 

situated at some co siderable c...istance from the 1rilla e site. 

1 Thus the villagers rarely washed in ything but tha 8epik 
iver. 

YILI.A.G�S VH C .AW, 
Decause the purpose of he patrol was the election 

of councl.lors to tue Green River Local Govornnent Council 

villago offic.i.ai.s such as ultuis and Luluis .1ero non-ex 

-istant. However it was not.1.ced that th� exisclng counclrs 

we.i:·e as a rule co-operative and helpful, l'his 1as espe !� 
J1ar.<:""din t e Vilt.ages of .dIAh and fA.llUHU. 

'l'J.iADJ;; AND INDUS± X. 
The n tivos in this area ha e boen encouraged to 

-row Jlice as a cash ciop and this plan has :not with co11e 

11 itod suraecs, however thl'l naln proble.a encountered is the 

high costs of shippln .. nd processing, 

At �ho moment th natlvo ln ho villa es f 



of {UKUAS I, I, uuu, !COJA,uwu, r..:u, ll.lill1"I ,u, Htil"I , i.IIIU � and 

BUMA are gaintng a li111i te anount :if :n 'ney fro 1 the sale of 

Cr,codile s ki s . 
The crovod iles are caught by using a ho::: � .J line, 

a t tached to the canoe, placed on �llf:' end o a l s tick. 

·rha hook is driven into the hard tough skin at the back of h0 
animals nee • Tho C'i.Jl tur d m.Lnal is then killed with oi tner 

gun or an u e. Once skined the s in ls scraped, salted, 

dryed &.nd rolled 1.nto a bundle and p u t  as ide . 

t the m:i111ent tho i1ltlns re arket ed at th Gre"n 

• iver atrol Pos t  through the J:'istian .ass ion o f  liany Lands . � 
The pric at the noment rec i ved by �h natives ls l!IJI. t!IO 

dollars ;>er inch of belly idth . Thus he i.ve1·age a no un t  
I 

roc (ttved by the na t Lves is ab ut sixteen to twenty d ollars , 

but. one largo skin can bring as JlUah as sixll;: do llars . 

However che pos s ibill tios of nak1ng an indus try 

for tl1e natives out of 6ro odila hunting s ea s to hllve only 

I 11 i ted po tential . Tho people ln thL area have only 

small requlrooient r arding money and consequently nLy 

hunt crocodJ lus \/hen they feel tile need of i te:n� th t th 

s tat.i::>n tore Cl!.."l provide , Various offers regarding the 

purchase and :iarkating o:: s1t1ns by t11 Ad.n1nis tration have 

been made to tho uople but�'lS caused a dolay of S ::>.aG aonths 
I 

be tween the t a f sale and roc.Gt;l t  of th aonu cho n<o<i:.ivcs 

hu.ve not noted on .he n . hey soe 1 to pref1;1r a qu1c!!: sa].o 

oven lf it nta1ls a c0ns i arable loss of ;10uey. There 

is therefore 11 t ... 1e future seen �·or this S '.lnrse of inco .a 
o he.£' chan a seasonal hobby for �he n&tivos until loro 11os
- 1 tive inter es t can be gen rated in th • 



� 
Generally the heal th '.Jf the v ill agars was in a 

s a t .sfactory c()nd i ti:>n . Ax number of cases of r11ar1as i s  

at va.i•ying s tages o f  advancomvnt ere note 1n some villages . 
There ras o.lso 11 number o f  advanced Tropic. l Ulcors noted 
ln S:.>.le villagos . 4 st of the childr n seen by the patrol 

-'\\ 
s e e  .i d to be suffering fr J suspected 1al�tri t ion. 

There are t:IO id Posts in the nrea patroled one 

at B • uno the othor at BIFRO, Both of �hese were in 

.,o:>d condition <l.I d saomed to e providing a good se .. -vice 
to he v1llagtis •on�erned . 






