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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

PATROL REPORT

District of..... North- BEP K Report No. ) 2/6.‘)‘&’

Patrol Conducted by.....M«J.LOWE Cadet Patrol Qfficer.
Area Patrolled: _Green Riv_er vLocyu_l&Iun C.D.a&Part_ Nagu C.D.

Patrol Accompanied by Europeans 5o

Natives..... s
Duration—From....2 316 10.15,..3./1966
Number of Days I2
Did Medical Assistant Accompany ! X
Last Patrol to Area by-—District Services.
Medical
Map Reference Aitape Formil

Objects of Patrol Goverament. Council. Electioms

Director of Native Affairs,
PORT MORESRY.

District Commissioner



3rd June, 1956.

Jlatrict Commiasioner,
deplik District,

GREEN LIVLR PALECL REPOAT HO.2/1965-66.
Thank you for your memorandum 67-3-14 of 15th 4April,
1966, together with Hr. lLowe's brief pat ol roport.

Mr. Lowe has apparently accomplished the task oet him
reer. liver Loeal

2,
anc submitted a brief report on how the
GCovernment Council elections proceeded.

(J.E. HcTarthy)
.,IAS.; J:’.




D. NEW GUINEA

Deapartment of District Administration,
Sepik District,
WEWAK

15th April, 1966,

The Directer,
Department ef District Administratien,
KONEDOBU,

GREEN_RIVER PATROL REPORTS
T NS, ZAD®

Attached please find coples ef reperts en the Green
River Local Gevernment Electiens.

All the relevant particulars have been ferwarded te
the Cemmissiener fer Lecal Gevernment.

E.G, BICKS
District Commissiener.
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Sub-District Office,
AMANAB,
S District.

42.2.12
22nd February, 1966,

Mr, Michael Lowe
Cadet Patrol Off‘!cer,

Dear Mr. Lowe,

GREEN RIVER PATROL NUMBER 2-1965/66
INLAND COUNCIL AREA,

As arranged with the Deputy District Commissioner and
your Assistant District Commissioner, please prepare to move to
Green River on 26th February in order to depart on the above
specified patrol on the 28th February,

The sole object of this patrol is for you to conduct the
second council elections of the inland sector of the Green
River Local Government council area., You will be accompanied by
Mr. Benson Gegeyo, Local Govt, Assistant, the Council's messenger,
and four members of the R.P. & N,G.C. The patrol should be of
approximately twenty-five days duration but polling must be
concluded within twenty-one days excluding Sundays., You will
visit 20 villages and conduct elections for 12 wards.

Please read carefully the last Green River election and
patrol reports particularly Amanab Patrol No. 7-64/65, copy of
which is at Green River, As far as possible your patrol route
should follow that previously taken.

This is your first solo patrol and one to an area new to
you. As it is concerned with local government elections I do not
vwish you to engage in other administrative activity, e.g.
settlement of disputes, at this stage, Should any matters other
than those directly concerned with the elections arise you should
refer the participants to either Amanab or Green River,

Please take with you Vol 1 of the Departmental Staading
Instrictions and the Electoral Directions and rafer to them
frequently. The Officer-in-Charge at Green River will give you
adequate verbal instructions prior to your departure,

I wish you a successful 9

.
Commi ssioner.
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LMZRODUCTION,

Due to ti.y size of the Green River Local Government
Council area, it was found necessary to mount two patrols, To
complete the electioas in the set period, Amanab Patrol No, 2
from the Sepik (AUIA USARI,
MONGO FONGWINAM, PANANG-GAN MBRIAP
U4I, IBURU, | URU, SIMIA, DIERU, SUGAMURU, OGRU, Rawel,
AUYA, SAMANAT Wards),

IYPE_AND DURAT IOl PRE-ELECTION CAMPAIGN.

Al a Genura Counctl Meeting on the 7th January 1966,
an announcement was made that a new election would be heid in
March ot this year,

At a further meeting on 2nd February, 1966, those present
wete iaformed that the newv elections would commence on the 1t of
March 1966. Patrol was of 12 days duration,

Mr, James GEGEYQ accompanied the writer's patrol as the
second officer for the elections,

In each village prior to the elections a short talk was
given, explaining that this was the second election for the
Green River Council area, and that nominations were to be p
forward for the election of Councillor for the coming term, It
C lor could be nominated or that a
€ could be nominated. If the Councillor was nomilnated
t was explained that he did not stay in the position from that
time on. It was explained what was required of a Councillor,

Choice of nominations and votes was entirely individual,
No evidence of pre-election campaigning by candidates was fouad,

MODE OF ELECTION,

After the pre-election talk was given the people were
asked to nominate cardidates. The candidates names were recorded
on the ballot bapers und the voting was commenced,

such that the eligible voters
Their names were found on the
(Rollwas compiled before
T preference was, and I
ballot baper, which they
ballot box which had been exhibiteq
election, At the close of polling, the papers
were counted. In most cases a distinct majority was oﬁtainsd.
In the first count, the preference system of counting was not
necessary. This system allows for an almost secret ballot with
a preferential system,

ST_IN THE ELECTION.

All candidates nominated were majle. However, the
female interest was apparent both in their voting and their
participation in the tomination of candidates,

Some of the few ferms of economic activity available
1s to work on coastal plant Amanab, Green
River Patrol Posts.

causing most of
polling places,

ceseed/2




This was evident where there was more than one village
in a Ward. A small absentecism was caused by people being in
prison at Green River and Amanab. Absenteeism due to lack of
interest and ignorance was probably nil, because of the fact
that somebody was sent to all the villages to inform the
villagers of the date of our arrival. Sickness and travelling
conditions probably preveated some of the people from voting,

ANALYSIS OF STATISTICS.

The area covered by the patrol had a population of 2,361
of whom 1,39%4 (752 males and 642 females) have their names on
the Counc{l Tax Register, which was used at the time of the
elections Of the 1,394 persons eligible to vote, 426 were
absent at election z:ime leaving 96 eligible pdrsons who
voted. (487 males and 481 females),

SUMMARY .

The patrol successfully accomg.ished 1ts aims and found
that the idea of the Local Government Council was well received
in all villages.,

It was noticed that all the successful candidates were
Quite young men, and that all the older men were content to let
the younger men do all the work of the Council.,

Of the candidates it was noticed that nearly all those
successful had already served one term as Councillors. There
were two candidates in every Ward, and the successful candidate
in nearly al® cases had a clear majority.
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The Cozmissioner ef Peliece
XXX « X XK ! Sub-Pistrict Office,Amanab

March 25th, 66

Kenedebm.

Jiresaniver doed arg
25/3/66 12 Days Greea River3Nagu Very Goodifficiont M-J.LOVE.




Sub-Distriet Offiee,Amanab.
Maseh 25th, 66

¢
25/3/66 12 Days Green Mvﬁ&.m VT oot




Bub-Listriet Ofpyeq, dnanad.
Mareh 25, 66
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25/3/66 12Days M,&uvu Good m:"ﬁ.:.m
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1lwrd
25/3/4¢ 1298 Green Riverireenniver

Bub-District Off3ce,4manap,
Marech 25th,

Wu.




SubeDistrict 0ffice,Amanab,
March 25th 66




TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA

PATROL REFORT

District of..........HORTH.SKPIK Mo, Report Nnj—» 25/66
Patrol Conducted by.......... MR-,

Area Patrolled....

Number of Days............. AYS...£11. days.slent. out)
Did Medical Assistant Accompany ?...
Last Patrol to Area by—District Services..1.1../.1.0./19..65
Medical . /..6./19 69
Map Reference............. May.

Objects of Patrol............

DIRECTOR OF DISTRICT SERVICES
AND NATIVE AFFAIRS,
POR™ MORESBY.

Forwarded, please.

e 5/ il T
// ) 4 /19 Lo b= o Qe
District. Commissioner

Amount Paid for War Damage Compensation
Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund

Amount Paid from P.ED.P. Trust Fund




District Commiseion T,
JepIk Dietriot.

Sxean River Patrol Report Ho, AL1265-66:

“hank you for your memcrandum 67-3-14/3715
of 15th April, 1966 to ether with « Chisholu's patrol
report,

. Kr,

apelling errors,

3.




«3a1l ¢
Sepik District,

15th April, 1965,

District Administration,

KONEDORU,

QREEN RIVER PATROL REPORTS
AR JE

NOS, 3 AN

Attached please find copies eof reperts en the Green

River Local Government Blactions.

ded te

the Commissioner for Local vernmant,

i+ G, HICKS
Distri n




Sub-listrict Offioe,
AMANAB,

Sepik District.
24th March 1366,

The Distrioct:Commisslioner,
Sepik District,

GREEN RIVER PATROL NO, 3-1965/66
PART AUGUST RIVER CENSUS DIVISION.

Bort of the above specified patrol submitted LY
Mr. R. Chisholn C.Pe is attached hereto. This should bs read

in conjunction with Ureen River Flemorandum of ¥atrol No. 3= 5/66
submitted by Mr. ratrol Offiger Try, and attached oorrespondence.
Mr. Chishol» accompanied Mr. ‘ry on this his firat patrol and has
prepared thie report in the nature of an exercise in observation
and desoription.

The following commente are offewed :-

1. Political Situations the upper Semik River peoples movement
to their sago stands within West Irian are periodic tribal
movements that ooour dur117 floodinge of the main Sepik. Pleaase
66,

refer to Green River I/R

2. Ladpoury the matter of over-recruitment has been dealt with
and anted upon yide your letter of 2lat Yecember 1965 to

private mecruiters in this distrioct.

3. Qenerals

- the road referred to between IABARU and Green River ie in
fact a swampy oordurcy walking track.

« there 18 one airtsrip in the division at IDAM, south of the
Sepik River. It 1o of Jescna standard and operated by the CMML
M&ssion.

« the A1d Post at BIVRO (°f MAHA) has never been staffed. This
matter has previously been raied with the District Medical Offioer
who has advised that an A.P.OA will be posted there as soon As his
staff position permits. At present he is 24 APO's short within this
distriot.

= the 'Council dinghy' referred to is the 14 ft alumiaium hull
belonging to the Adainistratica.

4, Pregentation, This was Mr. Chisholm's first a‘tempt at writing
an official report and he has don: a reasonable job. I have
discussed with him various spelling erroraj sentence oonatmoticn‘
over-uae of the word 'nntive’; and the frequent and wrong usage
of pidgin expressions. It is expeoted that his next report will

be an improvement.

1

Forwarded for your action, please.

IERTRTY ~ iy
oD

Asuistant Distriot Commissioner,
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INTRODUCT ION

The purpose of this patrol was the election of new
councilors to the Green River Local Governaent Council. For
datalls of these elections 8see the reporst compiled by Mr. A.
Try, O.I.C. Green River Patrol Post.

The gensral topography of the area patroled is basicaly
Sep.k River flood plains with no substantial rangss of hills.
Owing to the fact that the river was still receding after
extensive flooding the surrounding area was covered with a
ore to two foot layer of fine grained black silt. This was
found to be very fertile. The predominant vegetation in
this area is tropical rain forest, with some sccondary growth
where gardens have been overgrown.

The patrol followed the Sepik and October rivers and
the viiliages sltuated on the banks of the river. It was not
found nessesary to visit villiages situated further inland as
the villiagers in these places travelled down to the polling
centres when notified of the electlons. The patrol commenced
at DEIRU but actual polling did not begin until the village of
HUFI was reached. This was because of the need to notify the
people of tae separate wards of the actual day the poll would
be held. The patrol then werked 1lts way down the river
holding elections in the follewing wardsi-

.1, HUFI.
+2, KASBIRU.

+3. BIAKE No. 1.~ AISO.
.4, BIAKE No. 2.~ BIAKSI,

«5 KOBARARU.

+6. IABURU.

. g MUKUASI~¥AHARI-BUNA,
.8. BAIO.

+9. BIFRO-BAIUWAI,

v




DIAR

X

28/2/66

1./3/66

2 /3/66

3 /3/66

4 /3/66

5 /3/66

6/ 3/66

7 /3/66

8 /3/66

9 /3/66

10/3/66

11 /3/66

12/3/66

13/3/66

Operated Radio and prepared for patrol. Departed
Amanab for Green River arriving at 1430 hours.
Slept Green River Patrol Post.

Assisted in payment of native worders and typed
contingencles, Checked patrol equipament.
3lapt Green River.

Departed Green River Patrol Post at O940 hours by
tractor for DEIRU villiage arriving at 1100 hours,
Departed DEIRU for IABURU arriving 1540 hours
Disscusions with councilor and arrangeadents for
future movements made. Slept IABURU.

Departed IABURU at 0830 h.s for BIAKE No. 1
arriving at 1600 hrs. Delayed by swift flowing
river and englne trouble. Arrangeaents for
future movements nade and slept at 8BIA & wo.1.

Departed BIAKE No.1 at 0830 hrs for HUFI arriving
1510 hrs. Delayed by engine trouble continuously.
Discusslons with the local councilor and people
for impending elections. Slept HUKFI.

ield elections at HUFI. Departed HUFI at 1215 hrs
£or KASEIRU arriving 1315 ard. Elections held and
departed at 1430 hrs for BIAKE arriving at 1545 hrs
Complled voting statistlcs and slept BIAKE Nou.1,.

To BIAKE No.2 and held electlions for BIAKE No.2 and
BIAKSI ward. Returned and slept Biake No. 1.

Blections BIAKE No1 and AISO Ward. Departed
BIAKLE Mo.1 at 1 200 hrs arrivingAIS) at 1300hrs.
Investi ations death of child LOWOKIR and slept
AISO

Iurther investigations of above. To 1ABURU village
vshere cargo et®. placed in Rest House. Mr. Try
Wittnesses and self togsther with suspect tc Green
River Patrol Post. OSlept at Green River.

Discussion with ADC Amanab re murder case. Assisted
dr. Ifry and carrled out Guneral office duties
3lept Green River/.

Departed Grsen River P.P. for IABURU at 0839 hrs.
arriving % 121 5 hrs., Discussion and arrangements
@ade with the local councilors for future movemants.
Compiled patrol report and slept I BULU,

Departed IARUAU at 0820 hrs. for XOBARARU arriving
at 1349 hrs. Election held and winor disputes
arbitrated. Dweparted KOBARARU at 1230 hrs for
LABURU arriving at 1 345 hrs., Elections held.
Departed IAHURU 1620 hrs for MUKUASI arriving at
1735 hours. Slept MUKUASI.

liections at MUKUAST for MUKUASI-4AHANI=BUNA Waed
Departed MUKUASI at 13+5 hrs for BIFRO arriving at
1530 hrs., Extensive ropairs t» rest « house affected
and slept BIFRO.

Sunday obserwved.




DIARY cont.

14/3/66

15/3/66

Depa rted BIFRO at 0845 hrs for BAIO arriving at
1015 hrs. klections held, departed 1240 hrs for
BIFRO. Arriving 1400 hrs at BIFRO. Election
held for BIFRO-BAIUWAI-Ward. Slept at BIFRO.

Departed BIFRO at 0830 hrs for Green River
Patrol Post. Arriving at 1 400 hrs, cargo at
1530 hrs,

Bnd of patrol.




L Ly b CAZale

fhe rol received with an gtiltuds of friea'=~
-llness und co-dperatlon In all the villages wisited, This
feellng 8 esspeclally noticeadle in the viilageo of BIAKE we 1.
BIAKE MO 2. and Hufl the three wapds closest Lo the border,
43 the patrol moved down the river the attitude of the villagers
tonded tovards a state of indidiference however this was not
led %o any marced de.rea.
EQLILL AL 3 LLU Ule
villages closer to the border esspeclally
HUFT, there was a distinct tandency for migrations by familles
of vlillagers dover the border. However it Ls felt the reason
£.F this La not because the peocple chose to move for political
rea ons, t rather bevausa of the exteodive flooding ol the
river and the fact tha. tuey oun gardens on the other side of
he border. t it vas easicr to reuch these froas
villages or haalets in Indonoesia. In the viliLlages clrsar to
ver Patrol Fost the people had a wider bavic awvareness

e Adainiatira 1 activities,

7 the aission working in thés arez., Only

e

ticed by at ias ap

A
ABURUy which in closa proxlaity to the Green
A

. From whe attitude of the people conticted ihe
towards the uission and its work seeunsd to be one of

@acceptanca.

n some villages Lhere seemed tO be a ¢

villages of




WISSLONS
n The only mission represented in this area is the
%fistian Mission Of Many Lands. However this aission
primarily casers for the spiritual needs of the stati>n per=-
_sonnel at Green River and nearby villages the area patrogad
only reckives ministrations by the occasional patrol.
The C.d.M.L. also supervise the running of . school at
the Green River P.P. Where they have a fully qualified
ghropeun teachers.
LABOUS.

As yet the only fora of regular incoae open to the
people of this censua district is obtained by vorking as wage
-labour on plantations in other districts. The average num-
- ber of fit adult males absent from the x census division
at work on plantagions or in towns 1s approximately 30% which
is about 135 men. However little of this money finds its
way back to the villages

There 1is also a limited sourée of uoney gained from
working as casual at the Green River patrol poste. But as yet
the natives have little need for money and only sees to work
for limited periods.

R QUSES

Generally the rest houses in the villages slept at,

were in areasonable condition. The rest house at IABURU was
'

in good condition, strongly constructed, spacbams and well
designed. However the house at BIFRO was in a state of dis=-
-repair and exten.ive repairs had to be offected before it
could be occupied.
CARRIERS AND CANOUS.
Travelling on this patrol was wholly by government
canoe and the council dinghy. Consequently few carriers were

hired.




ROARS.
The patrol did not see any s rvlc%lle roads in the

) district and only one road near it. This is the tractor
track mmaz froa Grean fiver Patrol Post to to DEIRU. Apart
fro, canoework the patzrol did travel on the native road from
IABURU to Green River, but owing to the recent flooding and
heavy raind it was found to be in very poor condition.

Fr1%

Not applicable.
Ald.

The only airstrip within reasonable travelling of
{ the B@easus District is that at Green River P.P. This airstrip
i is open to ca:f'gory l@r&vo)/ _There aro none in the August
| River Census District and no vere sean by the patrol
j that might be suitable for the establishment of one.
8¢ BLYER.
}‘ The Bepik River and 1its ribut‘.ix'-ies offer a good
| fora »f transport or comaunications with Green River R.P.
{ Although tie Sepik was in flood at the time of the patrol
owing to its size it 18 passablo at all tiaes during the

=

AGRLULTUGS AND LIVEST)

The staple dlet of the people in thks area 1is the washed
pulp of the Sago Pala. 4nd because of the large area s of
swaaplands in this area and the ease of growing thea these
trees are most plentiful. The pepple also cultivate Yaas,

k aro, Bananas-bo.h cooking and cating, a nuaber of Pineapples
F and Paw-Paws and a quantity of Breadfruit. There are also
f ploentiful supplfes of Tulip. Nuts and otber wild fruits are
1 zathered f{rom the bush.

Bachg village visi had a small nuaber of pigs
and fowls. Dut as can be expectsd these are uised mastly
nd cantribute little

for ceromoniul and prestige purposes,
" 5
rotClén . to the pvoples diat




& [y ; LLVESTOCK CONT.

However wild pigs,birds suchas pidgeon and cocomo, and the
trapping of fish snakes and lizards provide the bulik of the
peoples protﬁb-n.

Reference to the report by Mr F.Arndt, #gricultural
Offdcer Amanab, Who has just completed a patrol of the august
River Census District, shoul d be mude regarding the emonomiz
potential of this area.

L(LLAGES AND HOUSLNG.

In goneral the villages were laid out in groups of
up to twanty houses and in most cases were laid out in rows
along the river-banks, Hovever in smaller villages and
hamlevs the houses tended to be less tidy in layout.

The standard of housing in the villages varied from
average to poor. The houses were gensrally rectangular in
plan approximately twenty feet by thirty feet, ralczed on
plkes aba@it six feet above the ground. They have a single
gable roof constructed of the leaves oi the Sago Frond, the
pidgin name for this 1s"MORKTA", The walls being constructed
of tho stem of the paim frond, called "PUNGAL" in Pidgin.
These stems are placed verticaly ard tied down . The floors
are iomg pleces of flattened Black Palm, called "LIMBGM"™ in
Pidgin.

The housing 18 in general of a semi-permanent
nature, with a life of about two years, The villagers then
would demolish the old house, being careful to salvage any
good materials, and re-build the house in a new position usin,

the old .m rials. Rather than carry out any but the most
ainor repairs on an existing house,

Owing mainly to the recent flooding of the HSepik
iiver the villages were in a poor condit.on. With a layer

of goft sluehy layer of mud up to two feet thick covering all

n
exposad ground. And Lh sone cases e‘ssvecia‘ﬁ{ the villages ¢

BIFRO and BIAKE no attempt had bean made to clear the area
of a number of lree stuaps and bushes that the: floods had

deposited as 1t receded. It was noticed that sowe village




> VILLAGES AND HOUSING cont.

latrines were being used bul most were in varing states of
disrepair. Possibly due to two f rs, firstly, the resent
floods which played havof wi.h buildings buiit om the ground
and secondly because of the sbvious lack of frequent use in
aost of the villages.

In many cases the villages were not consolidated
groups as such, but tended to be a cluster of houses around
the rest houses and smaller hamlets of one or two families
scattered along the river banks and closer to the gardens,

The aain advantages of the sites chosen for the
majority of villages visited are falrly obvious. Almost gll
of the villages visited were situated on the inner curves of
the river as it wouand 1its way througn .he 8. ‘Thus the
area occupled by the village is protected by its position
from the erosion that can be caused by a fast flowing river,
Also the river by depositing <ilt on the inner curve is
c¢ontinually enlarging the village area. However all but the
villages of I[ABURU and HUFI the supply of fresh water was
situated at some considerable wistance from the village site.
Thus the villagers rarsly washed in anything but the 8epik

River,

Because the purpose of he patroi was the election
of councilors to tne Green River Local Guvernaent Council
village officlal®s such as Tultuls and Luluis were non- .
-istant,. However it was noticed thau tie existing counc;ﬁ/ars

3
were as a rule co-operative and 1pful, This was espe 3&7

margsadin  the viliages of BIAKE and URU,
LRADL AND INDUSIRY.
The nativ in this area have been encouraged to

y Bice as a cash crop and this plan has met with somne







Generally the health of the villagers was in a
actox n ion. An nuaber of cases of Filariasis E
of advancement were noted in soae villages.
There was also « number of advanced Iropical Uicors noted
ln soae 8, Most of the children seen by the patrol
C) .m]‘:u\;rithn.
There are two Aid Posts in the area patroled one

TAKE othor Q. Both of Lhese were in
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