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is ia u~ Wall ce with nother televiai n portrait 
in our lleryof colorful pl • Our ia n os vi ion 

nd forceful ction u red in nd of t rror. 
is Dr. Leo Szil rd o b c oaaibility nd 
ur cy far buildi t tomic a d lv nized our gov rn· 

nt 1 to ction. ow h de ic ted 1 lif to tryi to end 
t suicidal rma r lped to beg '11 talk to r. Leo 
Szilar bout t f ful ye r of buildi t b • his 
tte pta to top it us nd his curr nt ffort for di a .. JU(;.I&IIII:nt. 

ow to ur story with Dr. 
onthe t eb a 
pa t q rter c 
deacrib d in 
issue of LOO 

Dr. zilard,you 
b b" . I t 

o e work 

t "f t r of the atomic 

ZILARD: I don't know. really. You now, t y a y the IIU)tber is 
c rtain but t f t r is nev r c rtain. d I think t peo 1 who 
c 11 the f ther of the at ic bomb h ve a doubts, ther I 

r lly the anly f ther. Fir t, y c 11 that b c us I s 
instrumental in g ttin the U. s. gov nt interested in dev lopi 
atomic n r y •• 

WALU.CE: By ana of rauading Albert ina in, in • aur: •• 

I uldn't s rauadi , I oul ay convincing tm 
thing needs to be done and fin lly 
ted oosev lt.. d it t rte t 

1 tter as writt n by 
VA11"'nw••nt • s int r at. 

W. CE: You could not get to ooaevelt yourself .• you felt th 
urgency of the t •• nd you figur d Ein tin could g t to him •• 
so you eoavi c d Einst in. 

ZILARD: 11, if I h d writte oo vtlt 1 tter, h wouldn't 
he of cours knew. have known who I •• Einstein' n 

ALLACE: e your ext~ 
was poseibl •• leading to 
of th probl and of t 

SZILARD: I w s uit 
wis but bee use I h v ··-

d you that c in r ction 
Did you ve no forebodings 

that 1 y head? 

ar oft d ng rs .•• not becaus I am so 
r ad book itte y H. G. lls c 11 d 



WALLAC : You re d t t oo •• 

• • 

~c: If t 
of your • • aw 11 I 
fiht o with the at 
lita y 0 

11 what 
he could 

1 • 

t 

of a 
not to g t 

it 
d 

a. 

d 

t t you r qu ted 

Yea, 

WALLAC : If y 
to take the b 
t ds of t 

til ol4<..-r"'"". • w 11 J 

war • vi th r .• :nl"'ftaa 

b fore 
to do 1 • 

this : "I caD re.emt>er 
day to nkind •• 

d o choie •• or tho ght d o choic • 

e ld a thi future d4 r • y r you villi 
out of t sci ti 1 COJIIliNDity tld put it into 

ov t? 

r juat on the th ehhold of 
t fe that t Ge na ould 

d t owledg •. t d 

1 • • 



3. 

WALLACE: wCJrk the b g 1 1 the~ good deal of 
diecu i ong aeie tiat1, JllOtl8 phyaiciata bout r aponaib111ty 
of the cientist f r what does. Or r you 11 juat t~o busy 
buildin& the b to think a ut t cons quences of your work. 

SZILARD: 11, ther • a n diacuasion out the c quencea etf tbf.1 
work until fter the war with Ge ny a ov r. In the a n of 1945 
the diacuaai on n.. , of course, • t di cues the · 
r. apo ibility f ci tiata.. rcia d r • ooai lity of 
seie tuta by tryi t th goverru.ent not to use t b 

inat tb citi a of 3 •. 

: You n to a y t t all of tt.e you r buildi t 
d y r aliz d t oc it could wr ak, tber wa• r 

......... ·-rea tion ny of t act ntia t , fr Chicag t Loa 
0 k id forth, bout what t cons uq nc a of the 

oi 

ZILARD: I wo ld 1ay thia ••• Until the prin of 1945, there aa very 
littl con •• tion - pr ctically nothin • 

w.n.~wwr ......... : ly a q at a of wi 1 the r? 

ZILARD: que ti of winning war. Ooly wnttn 
riiiiiLny, knew t t Ge ns didn't 

..,.;;Jii,Gn to ask rael v a what the b would 

... ctlo.ii_.,.CE: T 11 ••• oul you v p , leaa qua bout 
You, yourself •• nd droppin the b b on ny tba 

r p the ci tific cUUIII.""l~ty? 

I 

ver rmany. 

ut 
ny •• you e 

• You 
ood ny of • ,ban they 

nswer with c rtainty. Youa 1 whil built 
t: r in r ee with the Ge na. If the 

1 t Ge ny it gainst Japan. I 
d exactly tb s •• about dropping it 

d n r a n a na. 

eh a you h d 1 ft aci 
ungary to ny, t n fr Ge ny to 

ted aziia • • • re you in your own rt nd re 
sci ti ta building t b t~ be t Germany 

r uildin 1t to b at J p n ? 



4. 

Zl : I C)Ulda •t think o. t 
t b l t ua? d I don't 

t ple. I don't think y f us 
didn • t a rove of zii • ny aa 

r--A,I"'IIUU'QII r our frienda • 

tie1r:sany a 
d to be 

ricana, 
o di 1 an al u t on 

, nd yet you di 't nt to 

c .. 

t r w • n cbanc 
~&:'Dt!!V thia ~ of cour• •• 

t war is w , you 
litary ana. Tbi1 
ly • riv fr 
aurr nder. Of cour e, 
1t1o lly, b t why 

tALLACE: Y think r 111 
oti ted pe c • • . wDUl ' t have 

hundr ds . f thousan a. • • ybe a millio 

• a po aibility of a 
to a crifice oaaibly 
... --n li a? 

ZO:A " 
kn 1t, 
for ac • 

11, t is what I tht)ught t that t ... t t y I 
v been lui caua today ow that t J n a 

re t with you bout D()t 

u 1 

..-..u.~: 11, you ae , ther a uy ci 
c 11 d ci ntist o wo~k on tbt k 

that of t cr ti sci ntil a, 
leaain at ic ne y n building t 

a~•llloAn with • St. did not .. 

ti ta .• many ople 
ut I would 
the 1 ., 

t bout 951 

WALLACE: Only 51.1 Ther aa a tudy de laeer on of one 
gr,up "f sci ti ts polled, only 131t 1 red your vi that un r 

o eire s •. 

a of the pr j ec , 
bout peo le 

oe re ny. 'fher y be 12 , 



ALLACE: 
yet c 

~~: Thie was ft 11 
nd ei ty o y c 

id that 

s. 

&il rd, that the 
i i h you tri d to 

the a a1 t 
that ri for ua? 

s yra.e1 , who d not 
? 

nt. A friend 
nu. ..... _ what it 

__ ,_. i s tructe 
yrne t . 

ter. t the t 
not o why 

r to atgn 
r fr, in fr uai 

I fi lly drafted 

,.n.a.....,.CE: wn~m "''"'""~• h rd what yo ac1entia t f 1 t, what did 
aay to you? 



6. 

waa ot 
did n t un 

. f lin a t tt.e 
iaaue r lly 

c • I ha f lin ti a e today 
~ the iaeue 1a. d up~ thi gtuJCaDm 

11, didn't Pr ai n n set u 
dvis him ther (Jr n t to ua 

d a ated intere t in 

ua • You 
f lt 

t? 

• 

f er I bad 
yrnea 

.. I • ry 
ny of t 

had pent 2 b1111 

i pent 2 bi lion doll ra nd t y 
c regr tt d ot to a thing to 

J\LLACE: T Anty. • • id t y nt to dr itt 

ZI : The • tenni d t dm t • i •. they 
nted to eht)W that t y did it and did it aueeeaafuly. 

ZILARD: t -··-ct for. I thi 
t on ~-tte . But n 

fi lly y t dro t bomb, 
you that • Atlantic Mo thly, 
" the f 11 c~ld not trat t b , 

d only two b_..,., n these could h ve b en ducla. If 
deJilOI'lL8tr t d the a d they d pro d to b duds, 

1 t f c • thi ia c le ly inv 11 rg:u.~t. 

WALLACE: y? 

It: 1a 
c: •• ry t 

PI&f'ID.I.gh b QI'D[)8 

It would ot ha 
f ld 

t t y wer 11 



WALLAC : I 

was cone ~·n 
t t if 

1 •t 

oaaibility of a ._ ..... tiaud ae 
? 

• to faat •• 

7. 

r talked 

i tructi a still *II to r- re for 
r our 1 • which 1 uffer throua:n 
loeaea if jus dr""'"'_ ... 

~-t •••• Dr. 
t)r to it .. 

b d you kNIIrw, before the 
op • that ginn! f nuclear raa.r e • 

Thia I thi • r tty vi to 11 o£ U8. 

I just 
r since 

.... , ..... ~d 

Dr. 
t 

t 
rd. 

n fi d out if 
of t b , you 

c of y r 
ionins of 

ek with 
d the 

we'll be 

c to our story with ci nti t with Dr. o 
DaJlll;xliBIIIX.I~·tq-p•"'Jrv.x·v zilard, f t f t re of t A b 

..... ~••r f lt ny uilt about your rt in t 
-·~~~- rae ? 



' ua 

: Aa it t.unted o t. t y 

Thia 
to try 

1 . I 

Do you r'eDMhllb 

ou 11 --··­
eond [JniJ[l(] 

• 

1 •t d it first .• 

om 

ir? 

Di you kn ••• Wh t bout t ht1111Rn loss tnvol d ••• what out 
of 11£ ••• what bout t 

ALLACE: Truly t I 
c lia t in you 

r .•• 1 dicln • t think 

t aa invol ? 

, thi 8 hat conc:e·~~n 
, i knew t t t re uld 

ec lia d nything • • 

or 
I 
ta • 

•• 
1 

r ee 



tn ic ar ao d i 

ly true. 
r 

• • 

ly great. 

9. 

ti n 
lbert 

11 reS 
to 

lined 
" 

t r aeon 
f r • 

r t 
nt a, at 

a till 

ona1b111ty 
the 

f 

on~c:et:'lled. Of c Gurae y re • 
......... -l. ly nd nuinely 

y ., 1 ~ t 1 t t t • 18 t y do trust t ir 

thi • they do truat ir gove1n.went. I d 't 



id: 
r 

J 

y 

• 

10. 

ie 11 

r. 

ow •• 

, 

ia 



11, t 
r • 

w.~~,.z:.: I tllliiJ~ you ve~ 
t d1 • 

t a a pl 

1 

• 

t 

t y 11 ? 

th1 a cou d d • I d 0 

t • th h' W1 th y ? 

ir, for c 

• 
r 

aure 

nd s nd1ng t 1 

i a DlOIIIleDt 1fi t fo ot t this intervi 

• 



12. 

GALLERY •• 
• 

'AlJ..AC •••• ~ ' IT FO 
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