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Dr . Leo Szilard , 

P. S . to our breakfaE't conversatit1n . 

~'Jhat I n:eant to suggest 1--ras that you state 

quite explicitly your train of thou ht which , if I 

perceive it correctly , is this : 

A creative solution can come only from the 

heart, that is from a mor l or relig l ou~, not from a 

position restricted to the rational application of 

self-intF_rest . 

Yet to prevail fer such a solut ion it ru~t 

conform to the self-interest of the 9arties . 

Hence the function oj._· the Lo:n1'11ission : to 

propose a solution; the function of the 3oard: to jUdEe 

whether it CG~rorms to Eelf-intErest . 
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houtigen Tage erteilten Patente von Brasch und Lange dabei ver-

endet 1rd. ~alls koine der Bra en- und Lan e- Patente ver­

wendet wird und das Rohr n1Cht it Impulagenerator betrieben 

w1rd, so erhalten Sie a.us dem J!lrloes 25~~ und mein Bruder und 

ioh 75%. 

lhler Anwendungen, die auss rhalb des G bi tee cler Atom• 

umwandlung liegen und be1 denen ein Koerper duroh den Kathoden­

strahl direkt (d.h. nieht aut dem umwege der durch die Katho-

4enst:rahlen erzeugten Roentgenst~a.hlen) behandelt 1ird, koennen 

Sie eowohl auesohl1eos11ohe wie nioht-ausechliessliohe Reohte 

vergeben. Die Verteilung des u loesee blcibt e1ner spaeteren 

Vereinbarung vorbehalton. 

Fuer niobterwaehnto Verwendungon der Roentgenstrahlen sol­

len spaet.er gegebenentallee Abmaohungen getroffen werden, In 

Ermanselung einer solehen Abma.chung soll clerjen1ge, der die Ver­

wertung vorn1mmt, 30% &ue dem rloee erhalten und de» Reet soll 

zu gleiohen Teilen zwisChen Ihnen eineree1te, meinem B~der und 

m1r ande~eraeits aufgeteilt rd n. Lm alle ich aterbe, ueber• 

3ehen me1ne Reohte auf m inen Brud r . 

Ihr 

(Leo S:d.l rd) 





December 3, 1950 

As I sit doun to ':"!'ito to "ou, I have no way of l<:no-."ling ·;;hether 

lby tho time these lines annoar in Drint there ma: still be left a 

c ·1['.nc e of "lJr'-'se rv in; vJOrld neace or nhether tne third \'forlrl v1ar wi l l 

be on . 

As I s i t d o-rm to ·.: rite to -:-ou , I have no vmy of .t\:n ou ing ·.hr the r 

t 11i s lette r wi ll not. come too 'ate . B-:; ti1e time it apnears in nrint , 

t~1e Uni ten 3tates anrl R 1ssi a Mir;ht be at rmr ·;:i th each other . If they 

are not, ·. :c mi r;ht sti ll have a c~1anco of savin. t :10 . o rld, sli::1 thous 1 

it ma'· b e .rAs I sit clo··m t o ·:.-r:'. to ti1c Jni ted Jtates J'inc' s it self out 

on a lin ). In Jun , l,!llon ,he Unitec'l States r' cc:::. dcci to ' nt . rvcne :in 

Soutll 7 .-..ore a , nost o_ h~LVv S"lJokon ::'ol t Lh.J.t .;o had 

0... 

actoc r::..r:.1t , :'or doinrc; ot::c.,rwiso ·.-;o·: l d. have :·10ant be cra:;rin[; "C~~~tr ')Oliti C' al 

friond t · 

only of 

r.~lso of 

Our i~tervontion in 0outh !Corea ad the Llo ral S''.D'JO:."'t not 

what mi,.;ht be c alled well - i nf0"':"~11ec~ oninion in America, but 

man~ cop lo in .2uro0e, a..nd a'1o ve all of IncH a . 'l'he !Co l'e an 

camn2.i ,n co'_l l d h~~v e been ended '.7~1.en 1.-:e r eached the 3 Jth Paralle l . '.lhon 

we cros s ed th~ 3 3 t~ Parallel, the asnect of o~r intervention suddenly 

chanced . Our mo t i ve o· crossin[; t ho 33th Farallel nas nresumab l y the 

l destr ~ct ion of the 1oli ~i c al syst n of North Korea , n~ the creatfun 
j 
of' a 'jOVornment in Korea ·;:1'lic!l will be :'riennl .. touard the .• este~""n 

Por.rers . 

non ··:e cro nsed t:he 3 3til Parallel , our 1.10:ral "')08 • tion chan,_,ed 

overni~ht . For th! s a ct ~o no lon~er had. t1e su nort of Ind ia . 

se vere l y c ri ticizecl all over .Eu:."O '"' e, c..n•' I foun cl :::' c~·; co le amonc; 

. .,. those to '.;..10r1 I S•'Oke in t11e Un~ tee o tates r:1.o t :hou..;ht r:e ·:.rere i:orally 

justified to f o so . It is r
1 i f fi c 'lt to s ee ·.:1y ne :oved into ~ o::.'th 

1Korca , b ,_t one may assume that we ;;ranter' to dos tro .,· the po litical 

s rs tem t'1.'lt had been built up . .ith ltls sian a .ssis ta..'1CO . Assuming , 

if tl:.ere har'l b e en '10 Chinese i ntervention , 110 wo 1ld u n doubt e .a have 

S'lcc oeded in r1 e stroy ing t~ at T)olit : cal s:"ctcm , but the r e >.a s never 
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an~· roo. son to believe t'wt ·::e would sue coed in est abli shin'l; another 

n olibical system one that \!ould gi ve North Korea a bet t er g overmnent 

than the one 1,7e des troyed , e v en chou :!;h ''lie might have created o. gove r nment 

J~Z±.lrn which n imidtld the deno cratic forms of t~ne .;estern Demo cracies . 

This is n ot the Dlace to investigate to 11hat ext ent our intervent:ion 

in Sout'1. :i:Corea and above all t he cros sinr; of the 33th Paralle l was 

defensibl3 from the noin t of vie~ of the United Nations Charter . It 

rras in assertion of che United Stat es Government t o.t it s:!x a ctions 

were l ego.l and this "'ssertion wa s suv,orted at le o.st b -. the r;o vernments 

of a ll C 0 1.mtries nho '.'.'ero jo ined vri t'l s in the Atlanti c Pact . 

I n the same b::.eath i n r:hi ch ue d eclared our intention to int ervene 

in South Korea , v1e also too r unilateral a ct ion in forbidding Comrnunist 
I .... 

GhiHO.I to take mi litary a ct ion against Formosa and for tho g overrunent 

of Formosa from continu.ing its war afl'ain .. t Co~rr;luni. st China . If the re 

vias any legal basis fo::. so actinc; , it '17as no-t so re c ognized by our 

most im•--.o rt ant al li es , ei t he r J;n(J; l and or France . At the t ir.1o of this 

wri tin~ , we hav e n ot changed our stand on Yorn osa and by ho l ding fast 

to tho posi_tion takon, we hav e given Russia an op tion to broal~ up the 

Atlant i c Pac t . At tha t ime of this writ ing , ~he Chinese n u shinP' £ <J 

us out of North K• rea . It is n ossib e that t he Chinese u ill halt at 

the 33t:J. Parall e l , but vie have n o right to expe ct t hat t11e,.- vrill , unless 

vre :Ji sh to as sune that the~- ·1o s ses s g:c"' e at er s ae;aci t :r and statesmanship 

and a stroncor sens e for a moral right tlJ.an Yre c'. i sp l a-:-,-ed at the time 

vJhen \'e de c :Lded to c 2oss th'1.t uarallel . By c rossing t h e 33th Paralle l , 

Ch ina viill ma::e it 1oro d ifficu lt for t''le United .::Jtettcs to retract the 
o-t.t't former nosl tion VIe took with reference to Formosa . dthA ')Osi tion 

on Formosa unchango"'1 , the Chines e can no·.: nrov o!re us to c; o to rJar vri th 

then b;r attac~dns Formosa . Be c ause in the defense of Formos a , vre 

nust use Janane s e bas ffis , the Chinese can involre and the - ussians may 
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1.·:ant the-r::J. to onvo'{e, their alli anc e with Russ i a . Russia c an then 

decl ~.::-e .. .-raT' on 1.1s Yrithout havinc; been t;ul lty of a cin~· le a c t of 

ag r;;ression or an~r clear vio l ation of tb.e CLa-c>te r vro r se than the 

v io l ·1tions of t ho Cha::->tor ',;:·lich 'Ie c or.u:n.itted ouroolves . If thi s 

h:rnens in t":t3 cou::-so of the next feu months , J. t is virtuall7 c .. rtain 

that nnne of tn.e ountr>ies of the Eu:;:>o-)oan continent 1:ill feel that 

the-- e_re boun.-" to ,ioin that ·:mr on o :.:!:' sidej b-r tho At l anti c Pact . 

:n_th th') continent o_ ..:u:;:·o·,e nm.1.tral , _;nr; lo.~1Cc rri ll be in n. vo :_,y 

diffl~tlt ~cs:tlon , and if oho ~oos not remain neutrn.l , she mi sht 

a·lo 't the ')r:Lncinl8 of ·-:;i vin~ us all aid short of ·.-a!' . r:1his is the 

o1tion t hat. '.'To have --;:l.ven to ~1.u ss-ta anJ v; l£lOl ·:rhcthe::- or not s~"lo 

vvi ll ta1\:e it un , n o one c an say; but it can be said at leas t that 

we .3.re urov iding Russia ·;:ith a otron--; inc entiv e for ta;dnc; up that 

ontior_;, for it is O' r de cl~arerl PUF')OS e to nn'ce .estern 3uroue :::li litarily 

se cure i n the uh~Tsi c al sense of th) ;;;o:ri:d by reai·ming Ge:~many . ~ermany 

IS still suf fer in::; from t he after eff e ct s of the l c'.st 1,rar , and it rn.i 0 ht 

ta1co £mother five years before o. n ow mil i t ant nat iona li s tic Ge:.·'111any 

uill arise thc.t ~·1i ll be a n ovierful ally, b t als o one that '.Jill have a 

st~ong v o st 8d interes t in t~ · unific ~tion of Gen1an7 anrl the recovery 

of the terri to,.,-· os lost to Polanr, (·_lrin.;; t~1c l as t wo.r . I Jc is diff i c 1lt 

to sec y·:rr ~~nr sia sho·v1.ld rrai t until our p l ans be come an a ccor.mli shed 

fa c t / /..f .Jiva c an involve us in a VJO.P ni th lr:::!.~ in a ill"!L'le:!." '.!hi e~ rJi ll 

l eave .'!03tern ~urone neutra l and ston all f ·Jlrthor T)lans of re3.l"'llai'1lent . 

I t seer1s to me that a child c an oee that 'He h !.V c 1nanoov ered Ol.L"co lvos 

into a ~')03 '.ti on into whi ch o.ll the c ".rds a re in tho hands of rtussia 

anr it is n e c essa:."y t o understand hovr thiscame to nas s . The foro i e;n 

' O lie· of th0 ·Jnl te -::1 3t atos after tl1e r1ar -.;a s S 1 lcc e .::.si v e l y griliRN 

c.arried on b y Byrnes , I.Iarshall , and Ach eson . The foroi3n ~olici e s 

of ths JO :-.1on -..ve · o ;;uidod b t :-c.e nrincip le of leas t r e sistance , a 

;n•incinlo Hhi ch alYmvs nrevails if one C8.J.'1.not formula~e a basic conc ept 



unon ·which to b"l.so a forei'<;n pol icy v.'hi ch would gi ve us at least a 

chance to est abl i sh d1n-•able peace . It is therefore nece ssar.r fo~ us 

to examine novr whether "!e cant hink of an~· basi c pr inciple that 
intention 

fulfills this requirement . '11he NUXNN after tho Second .1orld •J ar 

r:2. th Russia and t~e Uni te c1_ States emerring as tr10 overwhe lmin
0
ly 

great military norrers is inherently 1.mstabl e and so ;nan~:,~ othe!' s imilar 

situations have lead to war u nless no dec ided o l e t our ~o l i tical 

act ions by guided by some now ~-:>rincip lc . 

There -r~e essentially two p rincinles to vrhi ch - re c o.x1 turn in 

orde!' to attempt uO nrese rve ""Jeace . One of these principles is that 

of collective security. 

(Paragra:.-:>h) 

rl 1hat this is the case ~vas dinl y re cognized at the end of the 
by 

vmrj krt those who drafted t he United Nation 1 s Charter . 1rhese men 
role 

realized tha t the :;rn:rlli tha t t l1e United Hations can p l ay in t '1e nre -

servation of nen.c o is of necessit~ a v ery lir.1i ted one . rrl-1e adontion 

of the veto in the ITni ted Nations reflecter>_ tho reco c:,ni tion of the fn.ct 

th ...., t it is not des i rable to have an organizat ion that u il l ma~m de cis i ons 

rrhich it is u nable to enforce . Any d ecision runnins contrary to the 

determinations of e ither the United St a tes or Russia could c learl y not 

be enforced ex·oept by resorting t o a \Va'"' of 'i/~1i ch the outcome must of 

necessity be unforseeable . 'l'h·S: :eesul t of rn ch a Har could hardl y NxxH 

be c alled settlement . 



Dr. Leo Szilard 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois 

February 17, 1955 

Apparently, we have now succeeded in man~ring ourselves 

into a position where t he Chinese Communist Gover~ent can vir-

tually force us to intervene in the Chinese Civil War by attack­

ing the off-shore islands, Quemoy or Matsu, and Russia can, by 

coming to the assistance of China, force Western Furope to de­

clare herself neutral. 

According to Don Irwin 1 s report in t he New York Herald 

Tribune of February 15th, officials in Washington feel that the 

Russians -- for the present at least -- don't want a Far Eastern 

war with the United States and that the Chinese without Russian 

supplies cannot successfully take on the fight. Why should China 

-- so Washington seems to reason -- fight for these off-shore 

islands when they could obtain them peacefully in exchange for 

a promise not to attack Formosa, which they could not conquer 

anyway without first running over the Seventh Fleet. 

It is difficult for me to accept the validity of such 

arguments. To me it seems that we are offering China and Russia 

an option on a silver platter and there are strong incentives for 

them to take up that option. If and when China attacks one of these 

islande, China and Russia may obtain in return for military losses 

of minor importance which they may suffer, the neutrality of Western 

Europe and probably also the end of the North Atlantic Pact. They 



might prefer to de!'er .1uch an attack provided that they can be 

sure we are not going to withdraw the option; but is it likely 

that they will let us get off the hook? 

we . ourselves# followed in recent years a policy of ex­

pediency with heavy emphasis on m1H.tary, rather than political 

eons1derat1one 11 but in the policies followed by China and Russia, 

Therefore , I believe the odd& are 

heavily in favor of a Chinese attack on the off-shore islands with 

a. su.t'f1c1ent involvem~nt of Russia to force a declar·ation or neu­

trality on V•est.ern Europe . 

It is true that wisdom ought to lead the Chinese and Ru&oians 

to o.ouot that such a war could r&maln localized for long and, ~o;::~o~D­

how ~ to sense the unpr•edictable risks that all the countries in­

volved would: ineuro But in this year of Graoe, it ould be tanta'~'" 

mount to a miracle i.f wisdom should prevail s.nd the Chinese cUd 

not at tact . And if such a miracle di < e~: . l'ff.\ ,.would need a 

second otie; at long last If a ~ecr~ta:ry of" State who has vie1on . 



Dr. Leo Szilard 
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Apparently, we have now succeeded in manbeu~ring ourselves 
.__.,__.c~ 

into a position where the Chinese Communist Government fVir-

tually force us to intervene in the Chinese Civil War by attack­
~~ 

ing the off-shore islands, Quemoy or lVlatsu, and Russia &a£, by 

coming to the assistance of China, force Western Europe to de-

clare herself neutral. 

According to Don Irwin's report in the New York Herald 

Tribune of February 15th, officials in Washington feel that the 
c:/~ "'1.-'"" . 

Russians -- for the present at least -- don't want a Far Eastern 

war with the United states and that the Chinese without Russian 

supplies cannot successfully take on the fight. Why should China 

-- so Washington seems to reason -- fight for these off-shore 

islands when they could obtain them peacefully in exchange for 
I" "r'YlV'J"rU..v?r-

a promise not to attack Formosa, which the~ould not conquer 

anyway~ 1 e 

It is difficult for me to accept the validity of such 

arguments. To me it seems that we are offering China and Russia 

an option on a silver platter and there are strong incentives for 

them to take up that option. If and when China attacks one of these 

islands, China and Russia may obtain in return for military losses 

of minor importance ~aiGh the* me~ su~fer, the neutrality of Western 

Europe and probably also the end of the North Atlantic Pact. They 
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might prefer to defer such an attack provided that they can be 

sure we are not going to withdraw the option; but is it likely 

that they will let us get off the hook? 

We ourselves(followed in recent years a policy of ex­

pediency with heavy emphasis on military/ rather than political 

considerations,but in the policies followed by China and tlussia~ 

the -emphasis is reversed. Therefore, I believe the odds are 

heavily in favor of a Chinese attack on the off-shore islands with 

a sufficient involvement of Russia to force a declaration of neu­
.;;-~·< 'l' t" '·"' ·( 

trality on Western Europe . . 1 
It is true that wisdom ought to lead the Chinese and Russians 

to doubt that such a war could remain localized for long and, some­

how, to sense the unpredictable risks that all the countries in­

volved would incur. But in this year of Grace, it would be tantar 

mount to a miracle if wisdom should prevail and the Chinese did 

not attac~. And if such a miracle did occur, w~ would need a 

second one: at long last, a Secretary of State who has vision . 
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UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 3 7 • ILLINOI S 

THE ENRICO FERMI INSTITUTE 

FOR NUCL E AR S T UDIES 

October 24, 1956 

Dear Colleague: 

Your communication reached me yesterday and you will see from 

what follows to what extent, and in what sense, I agree with its main 

topic . 

Right after the war ended, I proposed to the Department of 

State that we call a meeting of American and Russian scientists and try 

jointly to understand the implications of the atomic bomb for the world . 

My thought was that, if our Russian colleagues understand what the bomb 

really means they will be able to explain to their own g overnment that 

it would be desirable to eliminate the bomb from national armament . 

The same p r oposal was submitted a very short time later by 

some of my friends directly to the President o f the United States. No 

action was taken on this proposal . 

few years later -- a couple of months before the Corrununist 

Party officially assumed power in Czechoslovakia - - the Emergency Com-

mi ttee of· the Atomic scientists, o f which I was at that time a trustee 

and of .;,hich Albert Einstein was the Chairman, and Professor Harrislbn 

Brown was its Executive Sec retary, vot ed to ~opose an East - : est Confer-

ence composed of American, English and French as well as Russian, Czecho-

slovakian and Polish scientists in order to think through, not the tech-

nical problems involved in international control of the atomic bomb, but 

rather the political prerequisites which have to be met in order to make 

such international control politically acceptable . This was to be not 

an open meeting where the da~ger of propag anda could hardly be averted , 
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but a closed meeting of· about fifteen to twenty men , held in a neutral 

territory such as, for instance, Jama ica, British '., est Indies. ~e de-

cided to issue an invitation to such a meeting without asking for ap-

proval by the Department of State , but merely keeping the Department of 

State informed of all of the steps that we would be taking. The invi-

tation was transmitted by Professor Harrison Brown to the Russian Ambas-

sador Grmyko . After a few weeks we received a negative reply. 

The number of American physicists, Who are devoting enough 

time and attention to understand the problems involved, is not large 

and I fear that the number of Russian physicists who think about this 

problem might even be smaller. The situation might be better in England 

and perhaps not too bad in France, but in countries like Poland, Czecho-

slovakia and Hungary, I cannot even guess. 

To assemble a group of scientists who think about these prob-

lems might, I believe, be of value if it is prn sible to gather together 

those who are really interested in these problems. It is true that a 

group of scientists who try to discover the right path on this unchartered 

sea migh t have a better chance of coming up with something sensible than 

a gr oup of politicians who might gather for the same purpoo e. The ad-

vantage that the scientists would have lies in the fact that, in general, 

if a scientist says sa:nething , his colleagues only need to ask: "Is it 

true Vlh at he is saying? •, whi le if a politic ian says so'118 thing, his col­

leagues 1 first question must be not whether it is true but: 11 V"hy is he 

saying this? 11 • Because of this, a discussion among scientists has a much 

better chance of leading to a clarification of thought. 
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It must be remembered, however, that a scientist can learn 

to be a politician and in that case, for our purposes, the above stated 

advantage is lost . 

:Further, it is also true that many of the c reative scientists 

have the rare ability of thinkin~ dispassionately on the subject in 

which you are interested while the thinking of their fellov1 men is b e-

clouded by their political emtoions . This, however, does not mean that 

all really creative scientists would be useful in the deliberation on 

the subject . For only those who are sufficiently interested to g ive the 

best of their thinking to the subject can be really useful. 

The practical difficulties of bringing about what you are in-

terested in appear to be great but perhaps not insurmountable . vVhat one 

probably would need would be two meetings, each Ja sting for about three 

to four weeks. The number of participants should be about fifteen to 

twenty-five . Anything beyond twenty-five would be unmanageable . 

The meeting has to be a closed one in order to avoid the sus -

picion that the meeting has been called for purposes of propaganda in 

the h ope that the conference will endorse some predetermined political 

thesis . It also must be a closed one in order to avoid the danger that 

the scientists will not behave as scientists whose first loyalty is to 

the truth but Vlill be seduced intobecoming politicians Who are mat they 

are for a purpose . The greatest difficulty is the se~ction of the parti ­

cipants . If the participants are selected by the official bodies of the 

participating countries , such as the various national a c ademies , I doubt 

very much that the participants vdll represent the creative minds of the 
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participating countries. This danger would not be quite as great if 

one national academy were to take the initiative md were to ask, in 

each participating coun tr y , one to three individual scientists who have 

shown a ctive interest in this f ield to select the par ticipants from their 

own country. In t hat case the mee ting woul d have a private ch aracter 

even though it has been initiated by one official organization . 

You e m see from t hese remarks that I regard the problem of 

doing something really useful along these lines as quite tough . 

If political conditions get stabilized in your own country 

in t he course of the next six months, perhaps your organization could 

take the initiative along the lines I indicated above. Right now is 

hardly the time f or such a step to be taken. 

You have raised some interesting points in your letter which 

I shall not attempt to answer here. However, I am writing an article at 

present f or the Bulletin of the At omic Scientis t s which will cover these 

points , I hope, to your satisfaction. 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

m 
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