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NEW FEE
INGREASES
MET WITH
PROTEST

Rejecting a proposed fee
freeze, the UC regents
justify their decision by
redirecting revenue to
financial aid.

By Yelena Akopian

STAFF WRITER

The UC Board of Regents voted
yesterday to increase student fees for
the 2008-09 school year, prompting
an immediate outcry from the UC
Students Association and other stu-
dents attending the meeting.

Discussion on the proposal
began with the UCSA presenting
testimonials from UC students who
demonstrated how increased stu-
dent fees would negatively impact
their education. They asked the
regents to take student concerns
into consideration when making
their decision, and also proposed
putting a permanent freeze on stu-
dent fees.

After the presentations, the
regents approved the increases with
a 7-2 vote and rejected the pro-
posed fee freeze.

Mandatory systemwide fees will
increase by 7 percent, nonresident
undergraduate tuition will increase
by 5 percent and a temporary $60
surcharge approved by the regents
in July 2005 will be applied to all
enrolled students.

The regents cited Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s 2008-09 budget
proposal — which includes a 10-
percent reduction in funding for
the university’s base budget — the
increased costs of maintaining
university operation, an increase
in mental-health services and the
need to maintain and hire competi-
tive faculty and staff as reasons for
authorizing the fee increases.

“Itis regrettable that fee increases
are necessary to address the univer-
sity’s needs, but I want to reassure
students that the university has an
exceptional financial aid program,
which along with an increase in
Cal Grant awards, will mitigate the
impact of higher fees on financial-
ly needy low- and middle-income
students,” UC President Robert C.
Dynes said in a statement.

He added that 43 percent of
undergraduates will have their full
fee increase covered by grant funds.

The UC governing body defend-
ed the increases by emphasizing that
they would not affect the students

See FEES, page 6

HIATUS A Phantom
Without Menace

Interview: A chat with
“California” rockers Phantom
Planet about Bin Laden,
Amsterdam and post-O.C. life.

With the Stage Set,
Students Ready for Fest

WILL PARSON/GUARDIAN

Workers with MSI Production Services set up a light display on RIMAC Field yesterday. The display will
serve as part of the main stage during tomorrow’s Sun God Festival.

By Charles Nguyen

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

This week, the oft-empty green
of RIMAC Field was conspicuously
filled with scattered stage, light and
sound equipment, errant wires and
burly workers hoisting machinery.
Come Friday, A.S. programmers are
hoping that students fill the area,
drawn to the site by a freshly con-
ceived festival garnished with all-
new attractions.

“The Sun God Festival has been

reborn as an event that ties togeth-
er every part of the UCSD com-
munity;” said Festivals Coordinator
Garrett Berg, who has spent the year
rethinking and redoing the campus’
largest event with other program-
ming staff.

This year’s festival will mark
many firsts for the annual event:
it will permit re-entry, host over
40 entertainment acts and feature a
full range of activities exclusive to

See FESTIVAL, page 8

THE NEW FACE OF SUN GOD

CONCERT PREVIEW

'Heed This: Big-Haired
Rock Tries a 00meback

By By Thom Crowle

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

hile met with
resistance, choos-
ing Coheed and

Cambria to headline this
year’s Sun God Festival
is actually a brilliant
move. The band embod-
ies the unifying traits of
all attending Sun God:
lots of dramatic scream-
ing mingled with poor use
of the English language.
Coheed and Cambrias
music impresses in the sense
that, as each car wreck of a
song progresses, one begins
to miss the slightly less
shitty section that preceded
it. For instance, that gui-
tar, which sounds some-
thing like a cat screaming
through a megaphone,
pierces the ears only to give
way to obnoxiously loud
over-the-top percussion. In
the midst of all this chaos,
a prepubescent voice from
hell (the whiny hell, not the
badass one) begins a shrieking,

ICHARD CHOI/GUARDIAN
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See COHEED, page 9

Fanfare Greets New Price Center

By Vanessa Do

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

The Price Center East launch party
took place May 12, unveiling most of
the newly completed campus hub and
offering student performances, prizes,
self-guided tours and free food.

Price Center was originally designed
for a population of 15,000 students
and staff members, but UCSD’s grow-
ing population required the space to
double in size. UCSD currently enrolls
about 28,000 students and is expected
to reach 30,000 within two years.

University Centers Director Paul
Terzino said the purpose of the expan-
sion launch party was to celebrate Price
Center as a new “downtown” for UCSD
and unite students and community
members by increasing programming
space and activities.

The celebration took place in the
new atrium and included a dedica-
tion ceremony with speeches from
Chancellor Marye Anne Fox, Vice
Chancellor of Business Affairs Steve W.
Relyea and Vice Chancellor of Student
Affairs Penny Rue. Additional speakers
included A.S. President Donna Bean

Assistant Vice Chancellor of Student Life Gary R. Ratcliff grabs some photo opportunities during the confetti-
laden celebration of Price Center East’s opening. The space houses eateries, study lounges and lockers.

and University Centers Advisory Board
Chair Matthew Bright.

The event also featured live music,
student performances, complimentary
food and drinks from current and new
Price Center eateries and raffle prizes
that included airline tickets, cameras
and a laptop.

“In terms of attendance, [the party]
was very successful,” Terzino said. “We

ARRESTS
CONTINUE
IN SDSU
DRUG CASE

LOCAL NEWS

By Reza Farazmand
AssocIATE NEws EDITOR

More San Diego State University
students were arrested last week in
connection with recently exposed drug
distribution activities, according to
a report released by the San Diego
County District Attorney’s office.

The DA reported that an additional
20 students were arrested after the ini-
tial May 6 crackdown, bringing the
total number of drug-related arrests to
130, including 95 students.

Of the arrests linked to students,
54 were conducted by agents from the
Drug Enforcement Agency as part of

WILL PARSON/GUARDIAN

had at least 4,000 people attend the
event”

Most of the new Price Center is now
open, including general indoor seating
for dining, lounge seating, computer
labs, study rooms and lockers, stu-
dent organization offices and a Stuart
Art Collection piece by renowned col-

See OPENING, page 7 See DRUGS, page 3

srorrs Another
Shot at Glory

Baseball: UCSD was
eliminated from the league
tourney, but earned a No. 2
seed in the West Regional.
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Campus Eye Center
Receives Award for Study

UCSD’s Shiley Eye Center
has been honored for its stud-
ies and treatment of age-related
eye diseases, including macular
degeneration. At the Age-Related
Eye Disease Study Il confer-
ence in Houston last month,
Shiley’s Division of Community
Ophthalmology was chosen out
of 82 centers to receive an award
for exemplary overall performance
efforts and was one of seven
institutions to be recognized for
Exemplary Data Quality.

The AREDS2 is a multi-
center randomized trial, funded
by the National Eye Institute of
the National Institutes of Health,
designed to determine the effects
of vitamins, minerals and fish oil
on macular degeneration, which
is a leading cause of vision loss
among Americans 60 years of age
and older.

UCSD Shiley team leader
Barbara L. Brody, a clinical pro-
fessor of ophthalmology and
family and preventive medicine
and director of the Community
Ophthalmology Division at Shiley,
called the recognition a great
honor, considering the high level
of national competition.

“We are honored to be among
such prestigious competition,”
Brody said in a statement. “This
recognition is a reaffirmation of our
everyday standard of excellence.”

For its five-year study, the
Shiley team recruited individuals
between the ages of 50 and 85
with drusen — yellow deposits

under the retina — in both eyes or

large drusen in one eye and age-
related macular degeneration in
the other eye.

The original trial found that anti-
oxidant supplements lowered the
risk of advanced AMD for patients
with intermediate stage AMD. In
addition, patients with high con-
sumption of omega-3 fatty acids
and lutein were at lower risk.

Ecology Professor Offers
Free Lecture at Scripps

Richard E. Lenski, distinguished
professor of microbial ecology
at Michigan State University, will
present the annual Rosenblatt
Lectureship, entitled “Evolution in
Action: Bugs and Bytes,” May 15
in Sumner Auditorium at Scripps
Institution of Oceanography. The
lecture is free and open to the
public.

Lenski, a MacArthur Foundation
Fellow and an elected mem-
ber of the National Academy of
Sciences, has been recognized
for his experiments with bacteria
that replicate, mutate and evolve
quickly, which have allowed him
to observe the genetic mecha-
nisms and ecological processes
of evolution.

In one experiment that began
20 years ago, Lenski and his team
have watched populations of the
harmful bacteria Escherichia coli
— commonly known as E-coli
— evolve in their laboratory to
investigate the dynamics of the
bacteria’s adaptation and diversi-
fication. More recently, Lenski has
extended his evolutionary experi-
ments to computer programs that
replicate, mutate and evolve.
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Council Elects New Speaker, Discusses

Potential of Darfur Scholarship

( : ouncilmembers new and old
were in attendance last night
for the first regular meeting

of the 2008-09 A.S. Council. With no

time to waste, the council considered
two important matters: the ongoing
genocide in Darfur and the election of

a new council speaker.

Thurgood Marshall College sopho-
more Daniel Nguyen was on hand to
speak to the council about a scholar-
ship program for UCSD that educates
Sudanese students at American univer-
sities. Nguyen, who was representing
Students Taking Action Now: Darfur,
described the decades-long conflict
within Sudan, which he said has killed
400,000 and dis-

enforcing the oft-abused Robert’s Rules
of Order.

Sixth College Senator John Cressey
and Engineering Senator Jordan Taylor
accepted nominations from their fellow
councilmembers for the position. To
compete for the position, each can-
didate was asked to speak for a few
minutes about their qualifications and
field questions from councilmembers
about how they would meet their obli-
gations a speakers. Each candidate was
addressed individually while the other
waited outside of the meeting room
(presumably in an intimidating sound-
proof isolation chamber).

Cressey emphasized his three years

of experience with

placed millions, to ™

frame the neces-
sity of providing
Sudanese students
with access to
American higher

N

—
»

New
Business

-~ Michael Bowlus

the council and his
willingness to sur-
render his voting
power in order to
serve as speaker.
“This is my

education.  The
goal of the scholar-
ship program is to inform participants
about resource management and infra-
structure development so that they can
apply it in the public sector when they
return to Sudan.

“We can't just focus on privileged
students,” said Nguyen, urging the
council to expand the scope of its con-
cern beyond La Jolla.

The relative lack of discussion fol-
lowing his presentation revealed a
degree of reticence in the new council.
Despite the numerous considerations
surrounding a new university-backed
stipend to host abroad students, the
councilmembers saved most of their
opinions for the election of a new coun-
cil speaker after the presentation.

Former Biological Sciences Senator
and outgoing speaker Emma Sandoe
described the salient responsibilities of
the position, from compiling orders of
business and monitoring attendance to
moderating debates at meetings and

mbowlus@ucsd.edu

fourth year being
an A.S. senator and
I don’t mind stepping back and being a
facilitator instead of a debater since I've
been here awhile;” he said.

Taylor, on the other hand, leveraged
his recent experiences throughout the
last year as a first-time councilmem-
ber to show that he would be “a good
resource for new members who have
questions”

Councilmembers, including the
newest ones, asked the candidates
questions about Robert’s Rules, speaker
objectivity and the potential to inter-
fere with responsibilities to constituents
since the speaker cant vote. Cressey
and Taylor had similar responses, and
both said they believed their constitu-
ents could be served through other
council positions.

But it was Taylor who won in the
secret-ballot vote, securing his seat
behind the all-powerful microphone
until this day rolls around again next
May.

THINK:SUMMER
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SDSU Group

Decries Sting
Operation

» DRUGS, from page 1

Operation Sudden Fall, the undercover
sting operation initiated a year ago in
response to a student’s death on cam-
pus from a cocaine overdose, under
suspicion of connection to the univer-
sity’s alleged drug ring.

The remaining 41 arrests were con-
ducted by campus police officers for
minor drug offenses uncovered over
the last five months. Officials said these
41 individuals were not necessarily
connected to the exposed drug opera-
tions, but were placed under arrest as a
result of the zero-tolerance drug policy
enforced by campus officials during the
course of the investigation.

In the week since the yearlong
undercover investigation came to
a close, some campus groups have
raised concerns over the impact that
the bust might have on the university.
Although SDSU President Stephen
Weber hailed the arrests as a victory
for the campus, others have called the
investigation unnecessary and ulti-
mately ineffective.

Members of Students for Sensible
Drug Policy, an organization commit-
ted to spreading awareness about the
impacts of drugs on college campus-
es, spoke out against the drug busts
at a rally on the campus last week.
President of the organization'’s SDSU
chapter Randy Hencken said the busts
will likely have little impact on student
drug use in the long run.

“So long as students have the desire
to use illegal drugs, and so long as the
prohibition of drugs sustains a lucrative
black market, drug stings will do little
more than create openings for others
to step in and supply these drugs’
Hencken said at the rally.

Readers can contact Reza Farazmand
at rfarazma@ucsd.edu.
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Hendrickson: Financial Aid Insufficient for All College Expenses

» FEES, from page 1

who would have the most trouble
paying them due to increases in
financial aid that would be gener-
ated by fee revenue. The university
will return about 33 percent of rev-
enues from the undergraduate fee
increase to financial aid. As a result,
additional grants will be provided
covering all of the fee increase to
on-time applicants whose family
incomes are lower than approxi-
mately $60,000 per year. In addi-
tion, the governor’s budget pro-
poses a $16-million increase in Cal
Grant awards for undergraduates to

Grant recipients.

UCSA President Louise
Hendrickson argued that such a
large amount of financial aid
wouldn’t be necessary if fees weren’t
so high in the first place.

“We also have the cost of living,
which is a problem,” she said. “It’s
never enough because students are
still struggling to make ends meet.
The true cost of attending a univer-
sity is not covered by financial aid.”

Several regents also said that an
increase in student fees should only
be used as a last resort, and excess
spending should be completely elimi-

Other regents made compari-
sons with public institutions such
as the University of Michigan and
University of Illinois show that,
when taking scholarships and
grant assistance into account, the
University of California’s total cost
of attendance is below that of these
comparable institutions for finan-
cial aid recipients.

However, Lt. Gov. John
Garamendi said the stresses of
increased student fees are placed
heavily on middle-class students,
who oftentimes are not eligible to
receive aid. Garamendi also said

universities have a large percent-
age of out-of-state students who
can afford to pay higher fees, and
warned against putting the UC sys-
tem on the same path of privatiza-
tion as these universities.

“The long successful tradition of
California that built this economy is
being pushed aside, and the federal
government is getting off free;” he said.
“The more we raise fees, the less the
state spends. It is a very vicious cycle”

Hendrickson sees the decision as
a partial victory for students since it
was originally proposed that the fees
would be increased by 10 percent.

increases, but over previous options
that were much higher, 7.4 [per-
cent] is $30 million in extra fees
that are going back into students’
pockets,” Hendrickson said. “This
was a partial victory but of course
no fee increase is a full win”
According to Hendrickson, the
UCSA, along with community col-
leges and the CSU system, “will be
demanding that the state Legislature
buy out our fee increase and restore
the rest of the money that has been cut
out” from the university on May 19.

Readers can contact Yelena Akopian
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Price Center Nightclub to Open Fall 08 G, jcn.Siyle €

» OPENING, from page 1

lage-artist Barbara Kruger. Meetings
have already taken place in the new
conference rooms. On the fourth
level, the Associated Students, Alumni
Association and other student organi-
zations have already moved into their
new offices.

Terzino said that the East Ballroom
— which currently has only limited
use — the west side of the Grand Stairs
and the Cross-Cultural Center will be
complete by mid-June, and the Triton
Statue to be located at the base of the
Grand Stairs will be unveiled during
Fall Quarter 2008.

The Loft, a nightclub performance
space and social lounge, will be finished
during the summer and officially open
on the first day of classes in September,
according to University Events Office
Director Martin Wollesen.

“[The Loft] will be rented out for
use during the summer to the campus
and community departments and orga-
nizations for their events” Wollesen
said in an e-mail. “The restaurant will
not be in place by that point; however,
we are hopeful that it will be in place
for the fall”

Some of the most highly anticipated
sections of the new Price Center are
the eight new restaurants that will be
located in the atrium in the fall. So
far, planned restaurants include Burger
King, Mediterranean/Greek restaurant
Santorini Island Grill, Indian food eat-
ery Bombay Coast and Asian tea shop
Tapioca Express. According to Terzino,
the university is still in the process of
selecting four more eateries — a coffee
shop, a creperie, a pasta restaurant and
the Loft restaurant.

Although the new restaurants will
not be completed until fall, students
have already started to use the indoor
seating — designated for about 375
people — which was designed to allevi-
ate weekday traffic.

Terzino said student fees fund-
ed most of the areas that have been
opened so far, including the atrium
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Top: Thurgood Marshall College junior Rob Corea emcees the Price Center East grand opening party
May 12. Bottom: Students attending the opening enjoy one of the expansion’s new lounge areas.

food court, computer lab and group
study rooms.

“Because three-fourths of the stu-
dent fee that is supporting the expan-
sion was assessed in Spring Quarter,
it was important to get the fee-funded
areas opened early in the quarter] he
said.

The Price Center expansion is the
third and final stage of the University
Centers’ on-campus construction.
The first stage was the renovation of
Student Center and the restoration

of the General Store Co-op, A.S. Soft
Reserves, the UCSD Bike Shop, KSDT
Radio, the Food Co-op, two unisex
bathrooms on the second floor and
Student-Run Television. The second
stage involved the creation of a central
plaza and additional indoor seating
at the Grove Caffe. The Price Center
expansion is expected to be fully com-
plete by fall 2008.

Readers can contact Vanessa Do at
v3do@ucsd.edu.
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an ocean view balcony group study
room is waiting for you!

Street Fair Will Feature Booths, Vendors

» FESTIVAL, from page 1
RIMAC Field.

Berg said he hopes that the
wide selection of attractions brings
attendees in droves, but acknowl-
edged that students may be jarred
by the festival's new layout. A.S.
Vice President Programming Kevin
Highland and Berg enlisted hand-
fuls of volunteers to publicize and
distribute informative pamphlets
familiarizing students with the
event’s overhauled structure.

Earl Warren College sophomore
Eric Mendoza coordinates Sun God
Avenue, one of the new festivals
most student-involved locations,

and said that many students he’s

encountered have been confused
with the festival’s new procedures,
which include hand stamps for re-
entry to RIMAC Field and wrist-
band types for students and nonaf-
filiates. He added that those initial
reactions were often smoothed over
when the festival procedure was
fully explained.

“A lot of students are put off
when we mention that everything
will be on north campus,” said
Mendoza, who spent the week dis-
tributing wristbands to students for
entry. “But the event is pretty simple
to enjoy once it’s fully explained. It
will still be the same great Sun God,
but instead everything sponsored
by A.S. programming will be on
RIMAC Field”

Sun God Avenue will stretch the
entirety of Hopkins Drive, which
will be closed all of Friday to make
way for over 60 spaces for food
vendors, street-fair attractions and
student groups ranging from fra-
ternities to cultural organizations.
Mendoza said that he encountered a
strong desire from student organiza-
tions to participate in the reformed
festival.

Concert stages will be located
on RIMAC Field, flanked by a
number of other sites such as the

Triton Carnival, sporting life-size
inflatable games, and the Midway,
a space displaying student artwork
and films.

Headliners performing on the
main stage include alternative
rock band Coheed and Cambria,
R&B artist Sean Kingston and Los
Angeles-based underground hip-
hop group Living Legends.

Readers can contact Charles Nguyen
at charles_nguyen@sbcglobal.net.
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Top: Part of the A.S. programming staff distributes wristbands at John Muir College for entry to the Sun
God Festival. Bottom: The main stage is constructed on RIMAC Field, the central location for festival.

KNOW YOUR BIRD

¢ Interactive map of RIMAC Field
e Lineup information

e Access to archived articles
about the new Sun God Festival

Find it all by clicking on
the top banner at:

UCSDGUARDIAN.ORG




Props to the California Community
College system for electing Sen. Jack
Scott (D-Altadena), a veteran higher-
education administrator, as its new leader.
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Flops to Sallie Mae, which erroneously
reported borrowers as delinquent on
student-loan payments, causing severe
damage to their credit scores.

opinion@ucsdguardian.org

Everybody
Hurts with

How This Bird Came to Be, and Why You Should Enjoy It
t is a stalwart annual Guardian

I tradition to hold a prefestival

celebration within its editorial

pages. This year’s brand-new Sun God

Festival offers this board the first stab

at evaluating the event’s yearlong

development, offer insight into each

stage of its headline-making progress

and predict its long-term impact on

the campus.

Given the scope of changes to
the festival, our opinion of the festi-
val has been admittedly impulsive.
The initial release of the Sun God
Planning Report was met with trepi-
dation. The full-scale 22-page report
was a full-fledged attack on Sun God.
Administrators called for an event
that was safer (too many drunkards!),
more organized (too manylong, messy
lines!) and warmer in spirit (too many
drunkards, not enough community?!).
At that point, our beloved bird seemed
inevitably headed to a rocky landing
that this board predicted would be an
unwelcome, toned-down makeover.

When A.S. programmers first
revealed their festival blueprints,
trepidation gave way to excitement.
A.S. Vice President of Programming
Kevin Highland, Festivals Coordinator
Garrett Berg and their staff smartly

conceptualized the most student-relat-
ed points of the report, and used them
as the cornerstone of the new festival.
The end product was a festival UCSD
has never seen, one that finally insti-
tutionalizes student involvement and
community ideals through student-run
booths, artwork displays and countless
other attractions. Tritons have always
been a part of the Sun God Festival;
in their new festival, programmers
have evolved the events participatory
aspects and finally carved out physical
spaces for students.

Then, the bubble popped. The new
festival, with its countless add-ons, was
too good to be true and too expen-
sive to pay for. Following the firm
logic of the campus administrators and
departments that initially demanded
changes to the festival, programmers
and A.S. councilmembers found only
empty pockets when courting poten-
tial supporters, which included Vice
Chancellor of Student Affairs Penny
Rue and the Alumni Association.
Scrounging together funds from small-
business sponsorships and the A.S.
Council — the latter to a generous
tune of $30,000 — programmers were
able to still host their new festival
as planned, but with a glaring cave-

at: If the festival's wavering financial
health continues, programmers will
not be able to sustain such an expan-
sive operation. The solutions include
major corporate sponsorship or the
intensely distasteful option of a student
referendum.

This board is still holding its col-
lective breath, as is much of UCSD.
But no amount of tension should
mar the day itself. Judgment comes
after partying, folks, so let’s enjoy our
festival’s long road to stardom safely,
before we have to pay for it ourselves.
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Ears Open Tritons, Even if You Don’t Like What Is Said

Office of President proposal

barring nonaffiliates from
unapproved activities across the 10-
campus system would be a sad blow
to one of the cornerstones of our
democracy: freedom of speech.

Hailed by the university as a
security blanket for students, faculty
and staff, the policy was designed
in part to keep nonaffiliates from
disrupting university affairs. But the
University of California is a public
institution, funded by taxpayer dol-
lars, so attempting to prevent non-
affiliates from speaking on campus
is roughly equivalent to banning
students from gathering at public
parks. It’s ludicrous.

Sure, assembly areas such as
Library Walk tend to be frequented
by outrageous fanatics who unabash-
edly spew hate speech, and annoying
canvassers who want your money
for one reason or another, but ban-
ning all nonaffiliates from campus
is a complete overreaction. While
some members of the campus com-
munity may disagree with, or even be
offended by, the words of bombastic
religious zealots, others may agree

I f adopted, a sweeping new UC

with their messages and instead be
put off by liberal Bush-bashers.

Regardless of what their mes-
sages are, nonaffiliates should only
be labeled disruptive on a case-by-
case basis, like with campus affili-
ates or citizens in a public space,
and not be all but banned from
on-campus activities as outlined in
the proposal.

Supporters of the policy like it
for instance-specific reasons, ignor-
ing its ridiculously vast scope and
the extremely negative consequenc-
es it will bring to the university.

But it is inappropriate and pater-
nalistic for administrators to set the
standard for what students should
and should not hear. And the minor
inconveniences — such as being dis-
turbed at lunchtime — cited by pro-
ponents as reasons for the policy
change certainly do not warrant such
an extremely reactionary restriction
of precious First Amendment rights.

Truly free speech is not depen-
dent on the speaker’s message. And
for a public university — a place of
learning and free exchange of ideas
— to discriminate against something
because it merely sounds unpleasant

undermines everything that we, as
young thinkers and leaders, should
hold dear.

Moreover, the UCOP proposal
would set a frightening precedent
that extends far beyond the realm
of nonaffiliates. Students, staff or
faculty conducting impromptu pro-
tests might be jeopardized if they
don’t have proof of their UC affili-
ation. And even if the former isn’t
an issue, their causes would still

IILLUSTRATIONSYBYFADAM)PELTIER/GUARDIAN,

be severely weakened by the limits
on support from nonaffiliates. (One
notable example where this might
occur is within UC Nuclear Free,
an organization that often includes
nonaffiliates in its protests against
UC nuclear-research policies.)

If the university really wants to
act in the best interests of students,
staff and faculty, it needs to scrap
this hazardous violation of freedom
— and fast.

Regents’
Fee Hike

By Charles Nguyen

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA — 1t
was a scene ripped from a novel, film
or any other meaty piece of drama.
After an extended scrap that solves
nothing, two characters with divergent
agendas go head-to-head in a heated
standoff.

And nothing was more heated
than the UC Regents meeting on
May 14, where students jockeying to
lower their fees angrily interrupted
regents with loud chants and protest.
Representatives from nearly every
major student advocacy group had
attended the meeting, hoping to stave
off yet another fee hike. Affordability
and accessibility to public colleges
like the University of California, they
argue, is irreversibly damaged by the
seemingly unstoppable rising tide of
fees.

Regents and UC administrators, on
the other hand, were pushing their own
agenda. For a university system rooted
in its prestige — specifically in fields
of research and scientific advancement
— the state’s faltering budget, and
subsequent UC financial problems,
fees and tuition would need to rise to
sustain quality outside the classroom.
Students need to at least acknowledge
that a university’s mission has more to
do with grants and research funds than
they would prefer.

But that doesn’t negate the fact that
students are being slowly suffocated
by fees that unabatedly rise. Students
have seldomly seen fees decrease in
the past decade, save for Gov. Arnold
Schwarzenegger’s fee freeze in 2006-
07. That reprieve was short-lived and
ultimately ineffective: students were
spared a year of fee increases only to
see the level doubled the next year.

And now, students face a 7-percent
increase in systemwide fees, costing the
common student hundreds of dollars
more. Outgoing UC President Robert
C. Dynes has commented that the exis-
tence of several state-sponsored grants
and scholarships help blunt the blow
of the hike, no amount of grants will
plug the gaping hole burned into UC
affordability. Regents reasoned that the
most needy of students would be cov-
ered by need-based grants, which will

See FEES, page 5

With Festival Nearing, Here’s One Triton Who’s Unconvinced

any of you have without
a doubt heard something
about the upcoming

party that is set to overtake this
campus. What I'm referencing in a
roundabout way is, of course, the
Sun God Festival. Much of what
you have heard is correct: nation-
ally recognized acts are going to
perform, curious occurrences
begin to take a hold around cam-
pus and many don’t even show up
to class during UCSD’s unofficial
ditch day.

Yet it troubles me to say that it
has become popular to correlate
the Sun God Festival with ram-
pant drinking, wanton disregard
for normal behavior and even fool-
ish attempts to outdo everybody
with the effort to steer a popularity
streak toward oneself.

Nonetheless, I pose a worthy
question not as a critic and not
even as a high-minded golden-
ager. A pragmatist such as myself
would ask: Why risk trouble with
the law for a one-time stab at
debauchery? What could make it
so that this relatively short occa-
sion brings about the dullest in
a person, respectively? Why also
does the prospect of times given to
individuals to let loose curtail the
basic faculties needed for rational
existence?

During a recent discussion sec-
tion that I attended, the class hap-
pened to shed light on the upcom-
ing celebrations. Do not ask me
why we were encouraged to keep
up the conversation about this
topic in class — I readily have
no answer. Perhaps it was because

the spirit of the Sun God Festival,
whatever that is, found its way into
our drab classroom.

[TThe Sun God Festival
really is nothing more
than UCSD’s boldest
step in attempting to
ameliorate an already
disaffected student body”

In any case, the class went a buzz
with talk of more police presence
being made available, thus inhibit-
ing our chances of experiencing

maximum celebration. There were
other items discussed during class
time, but I think it is safe to say
that I learned more about drunk-
en bicyclists than about priorities
requiring the most heed.

Yet what it all really centers
around is the fact that the Sun God
Festival really is nothing more than
UCSD’s boldest step in attempting
to ameliorate an already disaffect-
ed student body.

But I can’t help but to think
that there may have been better
ways to shore up some pride on
this campus than to put on a spec-
tacle where a collection of science
nerds presumptuously attempts to
loosen up.

It is up to you, of course, in
regard to whether you opt to go to
this event or not. I cannot claim to

Pragmatist

Aleks Savovic

e
7/

know who is playing this year but
I would hope, for the sake of visi-
tors, that the music sounds better
live than it does portably. And
unless you look forward to not
having to pay for your prospec-
tive attendance, know that those
kooky activity fees you pay every
quarter more than make up for
your lack of money at the gate.
But, to be honest, I don’t know
if anybody who attends this scene
really cares for the bands anyway.
Getting drunk, it’s overrated.

asavovic@ucsd.edu

The views expressed herein do not necessarily represent the opinions of the UCSD Guardian, the University of California or Associated Students.



THURSDAY, MAY 15, 2008

THE UCSD GUARDIAN

OPINION 5

A DROP FROM THE INKWELL

By Priscilla Lazaro

Alternatives to new TUCOP policy:
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» FEES, from page 4
receive 33 percent of revenue gener-
ated from the fee increase.

That, of course, leaves the rest of us
students, the ones whose middle-class
family incomes disqualify them from
the maximum amount of grant allow-
ance — or from some grants all togeth-
er. It is a point rightly accented by
Lt. Gov. John Garamendi, who called
the regents’ move the impetus for a
“vicious cycle” of increased spending
and fee hikes.

As the system’s official student

Their stab at the regents was summed
up in a lackluster fashion by UCSA
President Louise Hendrickson, who
found the thinnest silver lining pos-
sible on this fat, stormy cloud: At least
students weren't charged the original
10-percent hike.

Seeing students accept the lesser of
two evils evokes a sad commentary on
this state’s state of affairs. With finan-
cial worries sending Sacramento into
disarray, there seems to be a shrinking
amount of political and financial atten-
tion on higher education.

shift needed for

with him a history of wrangling with
officials for student interests. It is a far
cry from Dynes,
grounded in research.

Yudof has publicly spoken out
in support of lower tuition and fees,
emphasizing the importance of higher
education’s affordability. He has also
talked of his uneasy approach to the
state’s deeply rooted financial prob-
lems. It may take more than a UC pres-
ident or regents to make the drastic

take all of the students themselves.
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student fees — it may

advocacy group, members of UC
Student Association are leading a los-
ing fight against UC administration.

UCSA may find its most power-
ful and effective friend in new UC
President Mark G. Yudof, who brings

1 Month FREE!

Call for more details and reserve your space today!

Readers can contact Charles Nguyen at
charles_nguyen@sbcglobal.net.
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What kind of Sun God
memories will you have?

Fri May 18,2001 6:50 pm Officers detained a
21-year-old male student for possession of marijuana

Fri May 21,2004 9:49 pm Officers detained a
20-year-old female student at Sun God for being
drunk in public

Fri May 18,2007 7:54 pm Officers aided an intoxicated
20-year-old male who fell and hit his head

Have a fun, safe & harassment free Sun God Festival!

Office of Sexual Harassment Prevention & Policy (OSHPP)
201 University Center (corner of Gilman and Myers)
(858) 534-8298
http://oshpp.ucsd.edu
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¢ “Hiphopopotamus vs. Rhymenocerous”

 “Out of My System”

¥ A /N o T Tl
' ?B’ ; By Jenna Brogan

f 4B STAFF WRITER
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orry to disappoint the ladies, but the James Blunt look-alike

‘ 4 who sits atop Jack Johnson’s Brushfire label and claims to
r o= - v be deeply inspired by ’80s pop and ’60s folk oldies isn't
4 British at all. Despite his mysteriously quaint English accent, Matt

¢ Costa hails from none other than Huntington Beach, Calif.. A
4 SoCal native and former competitive skateboarder, Costa rocks

v . £ the same soothing Johnson melodies with a little less ukulele
= and a little more circus — his rock is more like a patio rocking

] > chair than Johnsons palm-tree beach hammock. With two CDs
\ b . out (Songs We Sing, Unfamiliar Faces), its clear Costa is still
; ¥ compiling his image from Teen Vogue cut-outs of popular

bands, and currently the collage blends Mungo Jerry, the
Decemberists and the Format ... if that's even possible.
B g Often criticized for imitating his influences (Morrissey,
the Cure, the Beatles), the troubadour man isn’t the most
original musician (compare Jerrys “In the Summertime”
to Costa’s “Miss Magnolia” to get a taste of the uncanny
B - ' similarities), but enjoyable nonetheless. Seeking to mimic
the ambiance of the decade that stamped folk as an American
- genre, the van-driving minstrel sings of love won
and lost — even turning a bitter breakup into a fun
’ skip-to-my-loo jig. His newly popular “Mr. Pitiful” is
a bouncy and clap-encouraging piano march sure to
get stuck in anyone’s head. While “Sunshine” and “Miss
Magnolia” are the folksy toe-tappers that set him apart
from other artists currently on the scene, when he slows
things down to demonstrate his variety with melancholy
ballads like “Never Looking Back;” he simply mirrors the
brooding sound of Jack's Mannequin.

“Cold December” is one of his more memorable hip-shak-
ers that can be separated from watery attempts at peaceful
reflection — like the sleepy “Lilacs}” whose chorus, “You
were right I was up all night, thinking about you,” requires
the listener to desperately search for a window to look out
of. A veteran Coachella and Lollapalooza performer, Costa has played
alongside some of the most well-known names in music, even helping out
his bubble-toed mentor whenever he can. His eclectic blend of acoustic
guitar, harmonica, piano, drums and the occasional banjo will undoubt-
edly fit quite nicely into the daytime festival lineup, keeping spirits high (if
that’s not already taken care of) and the drunkards giddy.

sean kingston

- coheed I
from page 1 OUR OF SO

for something unintelligible. At this point
one begins to miss the megaphone cat, or maybe the
silence that preceded all of the nonsense in the first place.
As for the lyrics, imagine a mix of the most grandiose
pronouncements about God and civilization adrift among
the most predictable love clichés ever penned. Now take that
and make sure no one can understand a goddamn word the
guy is singing. Perfect. What makes the lyrical mastery even
better is that it’s all supposed to be part of some epic “Science
Fiction Space Opera in the Future.” While the emo-galactic
themes make absolutely no rhyme or reason when taken at
face value, they make perfect sense considering how seri-
ously these clowns take themselves. We can assume that they
got high watching “Star Wars” one night and the trip hasn’t

matt costa

.- ended yet (sincere apologies to “Star Wars” for likening the
g E | film to the band).
= Devoted fans of Coheed are particularly fanatical and \ ‘
7 L r A will defend the band to the death; that said, there is a good 'y
o chance that they will need to do just that come Sun God. ‘

W spotlight on

PHANTOMIPEANET,

As told to Julie Oh

crowd. Weren't you terrified?

Grinders, Socialites and Casuals

hile I appreciate the fact that so
many gamers are now noticing this

column, 'm a bit concerned that

Phantom  Plapet

Anto relea
their first albym, Phant;;d
Planc;t Is Missing, q decade
ago 1n 1998, Thats q Jitt,

ers in general. And I don’t blame them; to be
honest, it can be difficult even for gamers

AG: I lost my f,
y feat when, well .., to understand other peope who share their

Amsterdam is notorious for rec-

knovw? Jact, considering most
of their Jans — myself included
— were introduced fo the groy
tOhrOth the hit television show “The
.C.’s theme song, “California.” Byt
g{ter a four-year hiatys, Phantom
an;il; returns with Raise the Dead
— appropriately tit]
darkgr release. Curreﬁtly, z‘z‘:’ba’::; Cz'h
opening for Panic af the Djscp Motio ‘
City Soundtrack anq the Hush § :il
on the Honda Civic Toy, o

reational and lega] drug use
I think everybody in the.
apdience was a little
Intoxicated and it was

a really high stage,
We were tl%e opegn—
ing band and nobody
had ever heard of us
[there]. T jumped into
audience and they got

the
out of the way. I broke 4 rib.

TG: Do you ever lose track of where you

The Guardian: Where are you now? are when YOU'S® o1y tours

Alex Greenwald: Tulsa, Oklahoma

ex AG: On this one, veah. The last month
here’s definitely a [ot of grass!

and a half weve been touring in a vap
ng most of the driving. So we

were familiar with freeway changes and

1G: So, you ended s

t :
mance by jumping off ¢ ey’ perfor.

he stage into the See PHANT
See oM, p

age 13

the non-gamers who frequent the articles
will find themselves disconnected from their
content. For the most part, that’s alright
with me — the pur-

Critical Hit!

pastime. This should not be the case. As gam-
ers, we should be aware of not only the com-
munity at large but also what kind of gamer
we are.

Which brings
me to the purpose
of today’s article. In
an attempt to better
explain the types of
gamers that exist, I
find that there are

pose of the column . -
is to reach out to the =
gamer subculture on Sl
campus and touch Qa
upon issues that may &)
resonate with UCSD’s o
nerdier side (so, 57_«
almost everyone). For
whatever impact the I
column may have had (1

so far, there are still

many students (that I can only imagine are
of elite intelligence) who don't quite under-
stand the validity of such a culture. Or, if
they understand that the culture exists, they
see the community as immature. Rather than
immediately chastising the obvious ignorance
and naivete of such an argument, I find that
this conception only exists because most
people don't understand video games or gam-

a number of behav-
ioral patterns that
can, to a degree,
characterize specific
players. While it becomes difficult to examine
every subcategory that specific gamers fall
under, I find that there are essentially three
distinct types.

The first type is the perfectionist, or bet-
ter known to many as “the grinder” The
gamers who fall under this category go to

See HIT, page 14
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2 for 1 tickets!

Visit ticketmaster.com & enter the
password “UCSD"!
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Our mission at Luxury Auto Sport is SU NGO 2008
to provide high quality luxury cars at
the best possible price.

FINANCING AVAILABLE &oeprmaronrie O F

LUANLRI

AUTOSPORT

2001 Hyundaisonate $5,000 _

Body Style Sedan
Exterior Color  Pearl White
Interior Color Tan
Engine 4 Cylinder Gasoline
Transmission Automatic
Drive Type 2 wheel drive - front
Fuel Type Gasoline
Doors Four Door
412112
KMHWF25511A412112
Call Butch, 619-889-6581 or Eric, 619-726-2439

2000 Audi A6 4.2 quattro Sedan AWD

Mileage 90,256

Body Style Sedan $ 1 O 900
Exterior Color  Silver r -
Interior Color Black

Engine 8 Cylinder Gasoline

Transmission Automatic

Drive Type All wheel drive

Fuel Type Gasoline

Doors Four Door

Stock No. 240643045-AT

VIN WAUZL64B1YN107664

Call Butch, 619-889-6581 or Eric, 619-726-2439

2003 BMW 525i Sedan
Mileage Unlisted

Body Style Sedan $ 1 1 900

Exterior Color  Bronze I 4 A
Interior Color Tan

Engine 6 Cylinder Gasoline

Transmission Automatic

Drive Type 2 wheel drive - rear

Fuel Type Gasoline

Doors Four Door o : :
Stock No. 025372 g S———
VIN WBADT43473G025372 %

By Josephine Nguyen

F WRITER

rom the ashes of Aquabania (or what is known

to mere mortals as Huntington Beach, Calif.)

rise a legion of neoprened superheroes called the
Aquabats. Fronted by none other than the mustached MC
Bat Commander, blacked-out front teeth and all, these
masked avengers will do their damnedest to protect audi-
tory passageways from the likes of Sean “The Powdered
Milk Man” Kingston and Coheed and Cambria lead singer
Claudio Sanchez’s hair. Just follow the Aquacadets to the
main stage this Friday to experience what is truly the “fury”
of the Aquabats.

The Bat: buded in a mythos so bizarre that it can
rival that of Scientology. For years S ed indi-
viduals have been riding on southern Californias version of
the Blg I\ahuna the thud wave Of ska. Alas, our heroes have

y s synthpop like their
u)ntempomu, No Dnubt I(nﬂmnU the horn-section that had
identified them. But nonetheless, they 11 still have the uncanny

ability to take students down a *90s-nostalgic, circu-
itous road full of neon blue rash guards and men in
states of arrested development.

COURTESY OF NITRO RE

By Imran Manji
STAFF WRITER

n informal survey recently conducted by my common sense pro-

duced the alarming fact that 99 percent of UCSD students have

never heard of Sleepercar, prompting an investigation into just
what obscure, little-known locales A.S. Programming is tapping into to
find bands to play at the Sun God Festival. The answer is the backwaters of
western Texas, the home of an alternative country rock group that, despite
garnering critical acclaim on its debut album West Texas, seems like an odd
choice to play to thousands of intoxicated college students.

Sleepercar’s folksy, bucolic brand of rock, while potentially
pleasing to listen to while relaxing on the farm or contemplating
man's primal roots, might seem out of place when presented to
swarms of normally socially reserved students keen on mosh-
ing, crowd-surfing and blowing off an entire year of steam.
Rather than serving as the main stage’s opening act of the night
block, where their presence will likely confuse cross-faded
concertgoers stumbling over their profoundly heartfelt lyrics,
they might more pragmatically have been slated to perform
during the day, where their music could have served as a calm
backdrop to the perusal of a multitude of other entertainment
options available to students this year.

Instead, they are Sun God 2008’s sacrificial lamb, filling the
time period after the conclusion of the day block and before
the arrival of the featured performers, when students will take
advantage of their last opportunity to leave RIMAC Field, grab
dinner, gulp down a few more shots and prepare
for a rousing night of debauchery.

Call Butch, 619-889-6581 or Eric, 619-726-2439

2002 Jaguar S-Type 4.0 V8

Mileage Unlisted

Body Style Sedan 1 2 900 -
Exterior Color  White ry \
Interior Color  Tan —

Engine 8 Cylinder Gasoline

Transmission Automatic
Drive Type 2 wheel drive - rear ‘
Fuel Type Gasoline

Doors Four Door

Stock No. M26373

VIN SAJDAOTP02GM26373 !
Call Butch, 619-889-6581 or Eric, 619-726-.

2000 Lexus GS300

Mileage Unlisted
Body Style Sedan $ 1 2 900 /
Exterior Color ~ Black

Interior Color Champagne

Engine 6 Cylinder Gasoline
Transmission Automatic

Drive Type 2 wheel drive - rear

Fuel Type Gasoline

Doors Four Door

Stock No. 112513

VIN JT8BD68S6Y0112513 |
Call Butch, 619-889-6581 or Eric, 619-726-

sleepercar

—

COURTESY OF SYNT}

By Matthew McArdle

SENIOR STAFF WRITER

rmed with pulse-pounding beats and

A a huge mob of buzzing Tritons,
Canadian D] Richard Vission

is sure to pump out one hell of a dance

party come Friday nig

Coheed and Kingston — V

head-banging club tracks are guaran-

teed to ruffle Sun Go golden feathers

once they begin blasting across RIMAC

Field, not to mention knock us on our asses.

2006 Ford Mustang V6 Convertibl

Mileage 37,000
Body Style Convertible $ 1 5 900
Exterior Color ~ White 1
Interior Color Black
Engine 6 Cylinder Gasoline
Transmission Automatic
Drive Type 2 wheel drive - rear
Fuel Type Gasoline
Doors Two Door
182668
1ZVFT84N265182668
Call Butch, 619-889-6581 or Eric, 619-726-2439

2005 Jaguar S-Type 3.0L
Mileage Unlisted
soarie e 920,900

Interior Color Tan
Engine 6 Cylinder Gasoline

Transmission Automatic -
Drive Type 2 wheel drive - rear . "_ 4
Fuel Type Gasoline .
Doors Four Door

n25625

SAJWAQ1T35FN25625
Call Butch, 619-889-6581 or Eric, 619-726-2439

2004 BMW X5 3.0i

Mileage 49,000 $ 2 3 900
Body Style Sport Utility r s
Exterior Color  White y
Interior Color Tan

(4
Engine 6 Cylinder Gasoline ‘..
Transmission Automatic w
€

ission

hard V

when Vission lmmhes thumpmg huuse ver-
sions of Timbalands “The Way I Are” and Princes
> And don't forget your thizz faces.

I‘IC

Drive Type All wheel drive

Fuel Type Gasoline

Doors Four Door

Stock No. u26540

VIN 5UXFA13524LU26540

Call Butch, 619-889-6581 or Eric, 619-726-2439

2005 Cadillac Escalade ESV AWD
Mileage 48,000

Body Style Sport Utilit

Exte);ioryColor C'?\ampagnye $ 2 7’90Q
Interior Color Beige i

Engine 4 Speed Automatic with
Electronic Overdrive

We believe

Passionate

people can change the world.

Transmission Automatic X : . 5 Looking for a unique, experiential graduate degree program?

?ng?r-yr;':e é!:;ng:' drive , N For more than 35 years, Phillips Graduate Institute has helped motivated people

Doors Four Door \ - pursue their career passions. Call today for more information about our six fully-

Stock No. 110595 I e ) . accredited graduate degree programs in psychology and business including:

VIN 3GYFK66N35G110595 < - . ;

Call Butch, 619-889-6581 or Eric, 619-726-2439 * Marriage and Family Therapy (MA) * School Psychology/PPS (MA) PHILLIPS

® Marriage and Family Therapy/Art Therapy (MA) & Clinical Psychology (PsyD)

Ca“ Butch' 61 9_889_6581 or Eric’ 61 9_726_2439 ¢ School Counseling/PPS (MA) e Organizational Consulting (PsyD) ?ﬁ?r?¥6$]é

6050 B I b A Phillips is accredited by WASC and approved by AATA, CTC, and the BBS Education  Training ~ Counseling
a oa Ve. www.pgi.edu = info@pgi.edu

CELEBRATING 35 YEARS OF EXCELLENCE IN EDUCATION, 218 286 8660
TRAINING, COUNSELING, AND COMMUNITY SERVICE 5445 Balboa Blvd,, Encino, CA 91316
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Phantom ow Fighting,

, Football Huddles

and Naked Opew-Field Ruwnning!

» PHANTOM, from page 9

where our final destination was. It’s easier. On
this tour, were on the bus, travel at night and then
we wake up.

TG: Do you think that’s the hardest part of being
on tour?

AG: Well, the hardest part of the tour for us as a
band is that the van drives are really long. When
we were on tour with Paramore and the Bravery,
they were on buses — the driver sleeps all day, so
it's okay. Theyd just perform and then get on a bus.
Wed drive after a show, sleep for four hours and
then drive to another.

TG: Do you have any preshow rituals? Do you get
stage fright?

AG: I get stage fright all the time. As for the rituals,
well do a football huddle, say one or two things
about what we want from the show and then, I
guess, go “Go Team!” You know the game Street
Fighter II? When one of them throws a fireball, they
go “Hadoken!” So we've been saying “Hadoken!”
before every show on this tour.

TG: What is your favorite tour memory?

AG: Theres one time when Darren [Robinson,
Phantom Planets guitarist] and I got really drunk
and we got into a fight. Throwing punches. I
pushed him into the bathroom of our bus and
locked him in. I wouldn't let him get out and he got
really pissed and actually knocked the door down
onto me. The door literally came down like he was
surfing. We've never fought since.

TG: I was introduced to Phantom Planet at age
13 when I watched “The O.C? for the first time.
Do you think that your fan base changed after the
premiere of the show?

AG: No, I didn't really notice any difference in
fan base. Though we were in Tokyo once and I
met a grandmother who liked us, so I think it just

expanded our listener base.

TG: I read in your previous interviews that your
split with Jason Schwartzman was friendly? What
happened?

AG: Hes a good guy and I think what happened
was our ambitions got in the way. His acting career
and the band couldn’t coexist and the split was ami-
able. It was necessary to survive — to record and go
on tour on a new level. So, we just split.

TG: Do you think you'll ever record a collaboration
with Jason and Coconut Records?

AG: T wouldn't leave that out of the realm of pos-
sibility. I know that a lot of the songs that are
on Jasons records are ones that I had heard for
Phantom Planet, but didn’t make the cut. I think it's
great and really fun. If anything, I wouldn't cross off
a collaboration between him and us in the future.
Yeah, I'm just going to say that — for people who
have their hopes up? Keep them up!

TG: If you could run naked through a field with any
celebrity, who would it be?

AG: [Osama] Bin Laden. I saw a picture of Bin Laden
when he was a child — it was all over the Internet
yesterday. And he looked so innocent. I think when
people are naked, when they take off their clothes,
it puts us all on the same level. So, I wouldn't mind
bringing Osama down to my level for just one run
through a field.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF FBR

SUN GOD FESTIVAL

MAY 16th, 2008 Noon to Midnight
Rimac Field & Hopkins Drive

WRISTBAN
AVAILABLE *NOW

Wristbands will ‘nc
or distributed c

Pick up your FREE wristband at your college

College box offices will be open fromi2p.toZp'eachida
Revelle: Why Not Here? Lounge (College'Center) .o
Muir: Middle of Muir (MOM)

Warren: Student Activity'Center (SA!
Marshall: Ti rgood Marshall'Activity: Cel fﬁ" 1A
ERC/I-House: Student Activity:Center (SAC

W Sate Itffl the [ ghouse

a

$2 OFF

any one game
WITH AD. LIMIT ONE PER CUSTOMER.

\ )

Delicious. Organic. Fast;

The Delicious,
Natural and
Organic Choice
for All Events!

rganic

J

Commencement

School colors for table linens and buffets
Breakfast, Lunch or Dinner for 50 to 5,000

Choose a service style for your celebration
¢ Plated meals e Buffet style ® Passed Hors d’oeuvres

Celebrate

Contact Jimmy Kashou at 619.977.0699
or call 800.304.4550 for help planning
your commencement celebration!

Full Service Catering ® School Colors ¢ Call for Planning

$50 OFF $100 OFF

any order of $500 or more any order of $1000 or more
Promo Code: COMM50 Promo Code: COMM100

Use promo code online at OrganicToGo.com or when placing a phone order. Limit to one offer use per
customer. May not be combined with other promotional offers or discounts. Valid on Catering and
Delivery orders only, not valid in cafes. No cash value. Expires 06/15/08

Organic To Go is a UCSD preferred vendor.
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Fantastic Sams

Cuts  Color * Texture Waxing

' HIGHLIGHTS

*30%.

Expires 7/04/08

HAIRCUT

$1950
Ex1pire52/04/08
7728 Regents Road

Vons Shopping Center
(858) 202-1776

Mon-Fri 9am-8pm
Sat 9am-6pm Sun 10am-5pm

Traveler’s g

PROBLEMS WITH YOUR STUDIES?

WEIGHT OUT OF CONTROL?

Richard Wachsman M.D. is a
psychiatrist in practice in San Diego
for over 30 years. He is offering a new
weight management program to
qualified patients. Combining the
best in psychotherapy with the latest
advances in medicine, Dr. Wachsman
guarantees patients 100% results with
their goals when compliant.

Dr. Wachsman treats ADD and
Depression. His office is located
across the street from UCSD.

4150 REGENTS PARK ROW, STE 225
LA JOLLA, CA 92037

(858) 433-1145

EQUIP YOUR TRIP

Travel Packs
Travel Assessories
Packing Systems
Toiletry Kits

Pack Towels
Hostel Sheets

Guide Books
Road Maps
Rail Maps
Rain Gear
Teva Sandals
TSA Locks

10% OFF Travel Guides with Student I.D.
In Pacific Beach for 22 years
1655 Garnet Avenue San Diego, CA 92109
Phone : 858.483.1421 Website: www.travelersdepot.com
Store Hours: Mon.-Fri.10am-6pm > Sat.10am-5pm * Sun.12:00pm-5:00pm

otherjpeople]
in/thelface)

s DA OO O L

ill[Ferrelifand
am]MiKay/pre

thefootfistway.t

FINDING YOUR NICHE IN A SEA OF SPACE MAR

» HIT, from page 9

no end to essentially rape a spe-
cific game. I can’t stress enough the
importance of the word “rape,” as
these gamers don’t just beat a game
in a normal fashion (i.e. until the
credits roll). They go above and
beyond to complete each and every
achievement that a title throws at
them. For example, in a given RPG
these gamers will max out the stats
for any and all characters, finish
every single side-quest, gather every
single rare item, raise a farm of
golden chocobos and search for
every single ending, among other
ridiculous pursuits. A gamer with
this obsessive tic won't rest until
they've drained every bit of juice
from a game.

The other type of player person-
ality that I've noticed is the “social
gamer.” These are the types who
would prefer to play games with
friends or healthy human compe-

tition and rarely find enjoyment
in a singular experience. While in
previous generations of consoles,
the social experience was found
mostly in proximity (see Contra,
Goldeneye) and was hard to popu-
larize especially since multiplayer is
now a gaming standard, the number
of social gamers has increased with
the advent of robust online services
and recent broadband saturation.
These are the gamers you’ll find in
a server at any time of the day, the
regulars. These players find plea-
sure not in the games themselves,
but in the community they foster.
And I like to call the final gamer
type the “casually hardcore” These
are the gamers that can’t really com-
mit themselves to any one game;
they’re up to date on all the block-
buster titles and current trends, yet
can’t quite finish, play, or even buy
them. Perhaps they don’t have the
time, or perhaps they dont have

INES

the money. Whatever the reason,
these gamers typically find joy by
sampling a large number of games
rather than one singular experi-
ence.

This isn't to say that these three
caricatures are the be-all-end-all
of gamer types. What makes the
average hardcore gamer so complex
is that it becomes difficult to pin
him/her to a distinct label; as with
anything, a bit of cross-breeding
occurs. For example, a gamer who's
obsessed with World of Warcraft
could either be playing for the grind
or to socialize with other people.
The same could be said for Halo
players, who range from the teabag-
ging griefer with a sense of humor
to the immature kid from Kentucky
who calls you a faggot and then
snipes your head off. The moral of
the story: it’s never easy to tell who's
on the other end of the headset
(unless they call you a faggot).

TOMORROW, MAY
STOP BY TO PICK U

SCREEN

THE FOOT FIST WA
THE GUAR
HOPKINS DRIVE (A

PAHAMOUNT X
VANTAGE 7

THE<#¢GUARDIAN

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA, SAN DIEGO

INVITE YOU AND A GUEST TO A
SPECIAL ADVANCE SCREENING OF

16TH@SUN GOD
P A COMPLIMENTARY

ING PASS FOR TWO TO SEE
Y ON MAY 19 AT
DIAN’S SUN GOD TENT ON
KA SUN GOD AVE.)

THIS FILM IS RATED R. RESTRICTED.
Under 17 Requires Accompanying Parent Or Adult Guardian.

Please note: Passes received through this promotion do not guarantee you a seat at the theatre. Seating is on a first come, first served basis, except for members
of the reviewing press. Theatre is overbooked to ensure a full house. No admittance once screening has begun. All federal, state and local regulations apply. A
recipient of tickets assumes any and all risks related to use of ticket, and accepts any restrictions required by ticket provider. Paramount Vantage, UCSD Guardian
and their affiliates accept no responsibility or liability in connection with any loss or accident incurred in connection with use of a prize. Tickets cannot be exchanged,
transferred or redeemed for cash, in whole or in part. We are not responsible if, for any reason, recipient is unable to use his/her ticket in whole or in part. All federal
and local taxes are the responsibility of the winner. Void where prohibited by law. No purchase necessary. Participating sponsors, their employees and family
members and their agencies are not eligible. NO PHONE CALLS!

IN THEATRES JUNE 6
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Islands
= Arm’s Way
ANTI

* % J

ick Thorburn (formerly Nick Diamonds) and his motley
N crew of Canadian music men and Asian string savants

(aka the illustrious Chow brothers) return to the fore
with the semi-concept album Arms Way, a sophomore
release rife with clever details but lacking in pop substance.
Islands have always played like a vaudevillian version of the
Arcade Fire, their mature orchestration starkly contrasting
Thorburns morbid-chic lyrics and jittery compositions. It
seems here that the collective has plotted out a cookie-cutter
house in the guise of an ambitious prog-rock epic, taking the
charming and forgivable faults of the lo-fi Unicorns and mag-
nifying them for Islands’ brand of arena indie.

The madness fades in with “The Arm,” a full-bodied over-
view of the extended suites to come, hitting every conceivable
emotion and tempo within the song’s five-and-a-half minutes.
There’s bouncy kitsch, a short space-rock breakdown, an
indie-western soundtrack — everything! With all these rapid
dynamics, you'll either be totally impressed or feel worn out
like you do after an album’s worth of Yes wankery. Thankfully,
the immeasurably catchy Unicorns-extra “Abominable Snow”

and album standout “Creeper” salvage the record from being
a total misstep. The former rocks every instrument in a rhyth-
mic ballet, wrapping violin jabs and bass murmurs around
Thorburns vocal melody like a symphonic apocalypse; the
latter’s chugging techno bump and memorable lines about
neighborhood intruders might be a healthy direction for the
band to follow next round.

Thorburn’s songwriting methods show their seams
on much of Ways second half, most notably with the
predictable yawner “To a Bond” and the sludge-lite of
bloated closer “Vertigo (If it’s a Crime)” The mastermind
behind “Jellybones” and “Rough Gem” has sadly muffled
his talent for odd popcraft by trying too hard to grow
up, instead just giving us hollow, distanced lyrics and a
dense pastiche of dull musical snippets. Maybe he should
change his last name back to Diamonds and embrace his
inner Unicorn before getting the house band back in the
studio.

— Chris Kokiousis
ASSOCIATE HIATUS EDITOR

Santogold
= Santogold
DOWNTOWN

* kX 5

ailed as the American incarnation of critically acclaimed
H hip-hop artist M. A., Santogold’s self-titled debut intro-

duces her strength as a solo artist. Santogold boasts a
series of highly eclectic and experimental beats, a blend of
guitar riffs, electronica and synthesizer supplemented by Santi
White’s sharp, high-pitched lyrics.

Though reminiscent of the “Paper Planes” agit-diva M.LA.,
Santogold separates herself by replacing M.LA’s Bollywood
and bhangra influences with elements of reggae and African
drumming. The beats are often amplified over inconsistent
vocals, reflecting the unfortunate fact that Santogold can't sing
with the same seamless flow and furious pacing of M.I.A. This
beat affinity often gets her into trouble, when it fails to mesh
with her vocals. Furthermore, Santogold’s relaxed pacing is
less conducive to dancing than M.I.A’s highly frenetic and
bombastic style.

Santogold has attempted to downplay her similarity with
M.ILA,, asserting that the well-received singles off of Santogold,
“Creator” and “L.E.S. Artistes,” don't reflect the album as a
whole, with the majority of its tracks incorporating generous
doses of New Age and pop that separate her from M.LA.
without classifying her solely as a pop artist. Unfortunately,
her originality is often surprisingly detrimental to the basic
sound of her music. Some of the tracks, chiefly “Anne” and
“My Superman,” lack both the energy of hip-hop and the crys-
tal-clear rhythm of pop, resulting in a grating and lackluster
listeneing experience.

But while Santogold isn't yet up to M.LA’s more refined
level, her debut album remains solid enough to foretell a long
and promising musical career.

— Imran Manji
STAFF WRITER
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smoothies

boba drinks
live music
dj lounge
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M Live DJ’s

M Local Arts
m Delicious Boba

H (ool Atmosphere

(lairemont Mesa Blvd

Balboa Ave

A 4646 Convoy St.
San Diego, CA 92126
(858) 715-9500

www.myspace.com/green_tea_house
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Congratulate your favorite student by buying a

BEN:

GOOD LUCK IN THE REAL WORLD!

THE FROSTENSONS

Downloadable form and info available at <
www.ucsdguardian.org/gradads
Questions? Call 858-534-3467
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CONGRATS
GRADS!

CONGRATULATIONS TO ALL

UCSD GRADS!

We can’t wait to celebrate with you.

Rock Bottom is the perfect place for
all graduation parties and events.

Call or stop by for a tour of our
private and semi-private
banquet options and menus.

RESTAURANT

ROCK-BOTTOM

% BREWERY
.\-_’—

SERIOUS ABOUT OUR FOOD. CRAZY ABOUT OUR BEER.

www.rockbottom.com

8980 Villa La Jolla Drive | La Jolla | 858.450.9277
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SATURDAYS
APRIL 19 - MAY 31

The Linguistics Department’s
Heritage Language Program

FE S T I V A L offers classes in communica-
tion and culture in five lan-

guages: Arabic, Filipino, Korean, Persian (Farsi), and Vietnamese. These courses are
intended for individuals who have grown up hearing or speaking these languages
to some degree and who would like to improve their command of the language.
To highlight this program, we will be showing a feature-length film in each of five
Heritage languages for the next several Saturdays.

s
K HERITAGE
LANGUAGE PROGRAM

Marmulak
(Lizard

(in FARSI with English subtitles
This controversial 2004
film by Iranian director
Kamal Tabrizi, banned in
Iran, tells a hilarious tale
ofan escaped thief who is mistaken for a mullah (cleric) by a
small village and who comes to be trusted and revered as a
holy man.

Saturday
May 1
11:00 am

All films will be shown in room 4301,
Applied Physics & Mathematics Building
(take main elevator to fourth floor, exit
right, first room on right), Muir College.
Refreshments will be provided! Free
parking in Lots 206,207, and 208.

Guardian Green Card Partners
24 Hour Fitness UTC 14 days FREE* Platinum Tan 5 FREE tans when u buy 10*
AT&T 200 FREE text messages* RedPouch.com 10% OFF $100 purchase*
WaveHouse 2 for 1 wave riding* Regents Pizzaria FREE 14"NY pizza w/purch.*
Birch Aquarium $3 OFF for UCSD students*  Rock Bottom FREE appetizer w/purch. of 2 entrees*
Brazilia Skin Care Students w/ID 15% OFF* Salon David Perez Complimentary haircut*
Cal Copy 29¢ color laser copies* San Diego Bike & Kayak 20% off with reservation*
Coldstone Creamery $1 OFF any purchase*  Sign It San Diego 20% OFF banners, large prints*
Elias Salon and Spa $14 OFF cuts, $30 off color* Subway UCSD, Costa Verde FREE 6" w/two ft Ing.*
Extreme Pizza $5 OFF orders over $12* Supercuts $3 OFF in LJ, Costa Verde, PB*
Flame Broiler $1.25 OFF any plate* Tommy's Burgers FREE burger when u buy one*
Fruitti Yogurt One FREE topping* Tutoring Network 10% OFF 858-NET-WORK*
Gelateria Frizzante $1 OFF purchase* UCSD Bookstore 20% OFF 2nd floor, Wed.*
Guardian FREE large ad get down with CRP*  UCSD Bookstore Perks 25% OFF coffee or tea*
jinx.com Clothing 10% OFF (code UCSD)* ULTRAZONE Laser Tag Fri & Sat Mid-2am $5.50 game*
Limonz 50% OFF regular menu w/beverage* ~ Whole Foods Market, LJ, $5 OFF purch. of $25*
Max Muscle 15% OFF LJ opposite Vons* GO TO ucsdguardian.org/greencard

)R\ Whats New
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Flight of the Conchords

= Flight of the Conchords
SuB PoP

* %k Kk

light of the Conchords label themselves as New Zealand’s
Ffourth most popular folk-parody duo, coming in right

behind Like of the Conchords, a Flight of the Conchords
tribute band. If that didn't tickle you in some way, you prob-
ably won't get this album. Flight of the Conchords’ self-titled
debut is more like a greatest hits collection, making them
probably the only band in history to debut with such an
album. Nonetheless, the 15 songs here are so ridiculously well
crafted that legit music junkies will be prompted to take the
guys more seriously.

On their eponymous HBO series, the Kiwis, com-
prised of Bret “Pretty-Boy Elf Extra in ‘Lord of the Rings”
McKenzie and Jemaine “The Maori’s Answer to Barry
White” Clement, play themselves as musicians struggling to
make it big stateside in a humorless world oblivious to their
dry witticisms. Unlike “Spinal Tap,” the songs aren’t just an
extension of their comedy act — for the Conchords, the
music comes first.

With each song, the bearded McKenzie and bespectacled
Clement pay homage to others, incorporating details some-
times obvious and other times esoteric. The boys receive

“transmissions from Bowies nipple antennae” as they’re
“jammin’ out with the Mick Jaggernauts” in their best “Ashes
to Ashes”/Ziggy Stardust-era impersonations on “Bowie”
“Think About It” is a song that Bono is probably kicking his
own ass for not writing, with the boys whining about world
problems like “people with diseases from monkeys” while
backed by Marvin Gaye-esque instrumentation. And the
cult-fave “Business Time” takes listeners on a four-minute
erotic journey as Clement coos about integral parts of fore-
play: taking out the recyclables and brushing your teeth.
The lyrics are good on their own, chock-full of one-
liners, but the legitimate music backing them sets the
Conchords apart from other parody acts. The rap beats in
“Hiphopopotamus vs. Rhymenocerous” are just the rapid
strumming of acoustic guitars and the synths in “Inner City
Pressure” capture the essence of Pet Shop Boys” “West End
Girls” Also, where else can you hear a binary code solo? If
you take Flight of the Conchords as just another joke band,
the jokes on you.
— Josephine Nguyen

STAFF WRITER

Jamie Lidell
= Jim
WARP

Jamie
Lidell

* k k

uirky composition-chameleon Jamie Lidell shifts
Q shape on his latest release, dropping his electro-pow-

ered past to serve up a sugary spoonful of ’60s soul.
Its as if Lidell — fed up with the packed-sweaty club scene
and lonely on his subsequent solo space odyssey — took
this album as an opportunity to come home and tell family,
friends and fans “Hey guys, I was joking before, just call
me Jim.”

We start the record sitting on his back porch clapping
along to smooth piano as birds sing, but then our folksy
Motown ditty picks up and the camera pans, zooming out
to reveal the rolling credits of any flavor-of-the-week, feel-
good throwback — Jim tricked us! But as the theme-song
gospel cooing fades into second track, “Wait for Me,” ooh

dear lord do we forgive him. And that’s how Jim goes. It’s
a mellow Motown mishmash; a little taste of all the soul-
R&B-funk hallmarks you wish Detroit was still churning
out, with the flare of overproduction and a heavy sprinkling
of chimes. But just as he gets your hips groovin’ Lidell can't
escape sounding like the techno-loving white boy he is,
with mediocre mid tracks like “Figured Me Out” And the
spotty album eventually fizzles with weak closer “Rope of
Sand,” that might as well be off the last Maroon 5 record.
It's a shame — he started so sweet — but this uneven
offering leaves us asking: Oh why do you build us up but-
tercup Jamie, just to let us down?
— Hadley Mendoza

SENIOR STAFF WRITER
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RO““d Round Table!

Table
200 Off

Buy One Sandwich Calzone or Pasta
plus One Soft Drink

Limit one coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other offers.
Valid at UCSD location only. Expires 06-15-08

Spinach &
Portabella
Mushroom

Club
Veggie
Turkey Pesto

Speciality
Pizza

Limit one coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other offers.
Valid at UCSD location only. Expires 06-15-08

Large $
1- Topplng 11 plus tax

Pizza

Limit one coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other offers.

Valid at UCSD location only. Expires 06-15-08
ecia I |ty
Round
Table
|

599 Sp
plustax  Pjzza

Limit one coupon per customer per visit. Not valid with any other offers.
Valid at UCSD location only. Expires 06-15-08

o
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Pasta

Large

UCSD Price Center (858) 457-2060

Meatball Parmigiana
Chicken Parmigiana

AN
WE BAKE OUR OWN v »
FOCACCIA BREAD EVERY DAY i /s

Calzones
UEGGIE OR MEAT

Sausage
Pepperoni

Sandwiches

rl'!llh‘?
|

with Marinara Sauce
and you can add Meatballs,
Chicken or Sausage

} i
Tickets $8 at Price Center Box Office

www.ucsdabindia.moonfruit.com - abindia2008(@gmail.com

PORTER’S PUB
TPM-11PM
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| “Hello, my name is

% Brandon Foster, a 2nd
year student at Warren. I
realized I needed to start
hunting around for a
place to live, so I gave
TOBIN a call. In short,
Tobin hooked me up!
After I had found a place that I liked, he fought off other bidders until the place was
ours. Tobin helped me every step of the way. He came to my apartment and took the
forms and delivered them to the appropriate places for me. So now I have this
property, but I won't even need it until next year—not a problem! Tobin found
renters immediately. The condo will be paying for itself until I am ready to move in.
He is simply the best!” - Brandon Foster

Tell Your Parents to Invest in a Condo or House!
You Can: « Rent the extra rooms to your friends
« Use the rent money to pay for the mortgage
« You live in the condo for FREE, and...
«...Your parents can write off the interest in the mortgage

Thinking of
Buying or Selling?

OBIN

Associates &
Realtors, Inc.

Call (619) 726-6959

www.JustCallTobln com

Allinformation deemed reliable, but not guaranteed. Buyer to verify measurements. If your home is currently listed, this is not intended to be a solicitation.

*Why Pay Rent When You and

LOOK! FOR SALE!
5 MILES FROM UCSD!
2 bedroom, 2 bath condo
Payment $1600/mo.

A. Tobin, Broker/CEO

“A Realtor With Your Best Interest In Mind”

. e aés {003

thr, may &

See ad on page 10-11

Live Music at Green Tea House Cafe

Seeadon page 15
UCSD Summer Session
House of Blues Shows

See.ad on page 3

Free La Salsa Burrito

Jose’s Courtroom in La Jolla See ad onpage 19
Seead on page 3 Study by the Sea NRY
Learn Your Regents Pizza seeadonpages ,
Graduation Gift Wheel Seead onpage 2 Jobs at PaPadJohn 7S7
raduation Qirt on eels Summer Storage ee ad on page
SEPlanpIgets See ad on page 5,6, and 7 g
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UCSD Picks Up Medals
at WIRA Championships

» M. CREW, from page 20

“It felt really great because we've
done a lot of work recently to row bet-
ter together and it seemed like every-
thing came together right when we
needed it to,” he said.

The men’s crew season ends with a
string of medals to add to the team’s his-
tory. While the Tritons executed solid
performances to close out their sea-
son in Massachusetts, the medals were
acquired last week during the Western
Intercollegiate Rowing Association
Championships held in Rancho
Cordova, Calif., on May 4. During day
two of the regatta, the second varsity
eight took first place of their final with
a time of 6:22.6, soundly ahead of the
second-place UC Davis Aggies, who
came in four seconds later.

UCSD’s novice-eight boat also
came through with admirable results,
as it claimed bronze in the race, fall-
ing behind Orange Coast College and

Gonzaga University but beating the
University of San Diego. The sec-
ond novice-eight race saw UCSD take
silver after crossing the finish line
right behind OCC. With medal fin-
ishes from the second varsity eight,
and both novice eights, the Tritons
brought home a third-place over-
all team points trophy. Additionally,
UCSD secured third place in the
championships’ efficiency rankings,
an assessment of how well each pro-
gram does based on the number of
boats it has competing.

With a tightly knit group of experi-
enced members returning next season,
the future looks bright for UCSD.

“I'm really looking forward to next
year, and whole bunch of great guys are
coming back,” Gordon said. “Hopefully
we can learn a lot from this year”

Readers can contact Brianna Lee at
bmlee@ucsd.edu.

Tritons to Face Western
Oregon in First Round

» BASEBALL, from page 20
after UCSD failed to score in the top
half of the 10th and allowed a single
then a double, as CSUS walked-off the
field with an extra-inning win.
Although the Tritons were obvi-
ously hoping for a better showing at
their conference tournament, the tean’s
strong regular season was good enough
to earn UCSD a No. 2 seed for the West
Regional. In their first round game
today, the Tritons will face the Western
Oregon Wolves, who split a four-game
series with UCSD to open the season.
“I think were very confident,
Knudson said. “When we played them
the first time, we weren't playing great
baseball. But we've figured a lot of things

out over the past couple months and I
think the energy’s really high because
we know we have a great chance at
regionals. Everyone’ just stoked”

Part of the teams confidence lies
in the fact that St. John will take the
mound in the opener, looking to
bounce back after taking a loss.

“T'm not preparing any different
for this start than for any of the other
ones other than hydrating a little more
for the heat,” St. John said. “I feel really
good; I feel ready to go and I'm excited
for the opportunity to pitch. 'm going
to do my best to try and get us a win”

Readers can contact Rael Enten at
renteen@ucsd.edu.

Then ViaSat is your answer to a great career.

We have more than 30 new grad Software Engineering openings
for our government divisions at multiple locations. At ViaSat, you'll play a
key role in your future. We celebrate our employees’ achievements with
great technical projects and the flexibility to obtain their ultimate goals,
whatever they may be.

Put your software expertise to work developing next generation systems.
You could be involved in the following: creating high and low level
software designs; overall system architecture and high level algorithms;
defining system requirements; allocating system requirements to software
modules; implementing and unit testing software modules related to
embedded realtime satellite communication software.

To apply for a position, go to

www.viasat.com/careers/openings

ViaSat is an equal opportunity employer

What we’re looking for in you:

* B.S., M.S. or Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering, Computer Engineering,
Computer Science, Math or Physics.

e GPA of 3.2 or higher preferred

e US Citizenship

* High academic achievement, strong motivational skills,
and the capability to work in several disciplines.

ViaSat produces innovative satellite and wireless communication products
that enable fast, secure, efficient communications at any location. We've
been featured in Fortune Small Business, Business Week and are on the

Business 2.0 100 Fastest Growing Tech Companies list.

Check out our top10 reasons to work at ViaSat and podcast at

ViaSal

www.viasat.com/careers/viasat
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Physicality Makes Extra Games Unwise

» BLITZ, from page 20

erhouse University of Southern
California, which also finished the
season undefeated. Auburn’s head
coach, Tommy Tuberville, created
controversy as he had championship
rings made for the players on his
team. While the purpose of creat-
ing a playoff system is to prevent an
outcome like the 2004 season, the
fact of the matter is a playoff system
would destroy the tradition and lore
of the Saturday entertainment that
so many fans, including myself, fol-
low and cherish.

A critique often heard from those
opposed to the BCS system is that
there is a playoff system in almost
every Division-I sport and, logically,
college football should also have
one. The people with the mindset of
needing to crown a champion every
year have been living in agony when
it comes to college football, as bowl
games have been in place since the
1920s. It might be cliche to say, but
it is important to point out that all
sports aren’t created equal. Football,
in its very essence, is a physical
game and can’t be played like a
double-header in baseball. Saying
that college football should hold
playoffs just because other sports do
the same ignores the basic fact that
different sports have fundamental
needs unique to themselves.

Football’s physicality, which lim-
its players to one game a week,
dictates the number of games that
can be played. Already, most teams
in college football play a 12-game
season plus a bowl game. In general
it takes every game of the season
to even get close to determining an
order of teams from best to worst,
and even after 12 games there still
can be controversy. It was for this
reason that the BCS ranking system
was created in 1998, and though I
must admit that it is far from per-
fect, the system adapts every year to
include new improvements, such as

\4
>

including the Associated Press poll
in the rankings formula to get rank-
ings as accurately as possible.

The proposed four-team playoff
would not produce a true champion
like a March Madness tournament
would because, let’s face it, the top
four ranked teams aren’t always the
best teams in the nation. Just look at
the result of the 2008 FedEx Orange
Bowl, where the third-ranked
Virginia Polytechnic Institute and
State University Hokies faced the
supposed lesser opponent, eighth-
ranked University of Kansas. The
24-21 Jayhawk victory cements the
idea that having the top four ranked
teams in a playoff will not be fully
representative of the best teams of
the season (see: No. 3 University
of Michigan’s loss to No. 5 USC in
2006).

The next point that playoff
mongers will often argue is that we
should expand the field to eight, 16
or even 32 teams. The obvious prob-
lem here is that you will never be
able to please everyone, no matter
the playoff scenario and no matter
how many teams it includes. The
reality is that the teams left out will
bleat and moan and throw hissyfits
about being excluded. Besides that,
there lies the dilemma that a playoff
would mean an additional three,
four or five games to the season. In
a sport that already has a regular
season of 12 games in 15 weeks,
any additional games would create
a mess of problems ranging from
extending one of the already longer
collegiate seasons to having teams
have to deal with an even greater
numbers of injuries. I may be a
sucker for fair competition, but I for
one like watching my teams com-
pete with all of their players, seeing
them compete against teams also at
their full strength and not throwing
out a starting lineup made up of
third-stringers and towel boys.

As T stated before, changing to a

800+ COURSES ON CAMPUS

football playoff system really comes
down to alienating a traditional
system. It may be my Oregonian
roots, but I grew up in a place
and time where fall meant football
season — playing under the bright
lights on Friday night, cheering on
my favorite colleges on Saturday,
being an armchair quarterback on
Sunday and repeating the cycle over
again until the days grow shorter
and colder. I came to understand
that bowl season was the perfect
interlude between the end of my
high-school football year and the
time before the professional football
playoffs started. This was that amaz-
ing time of the year when school
was out and you could turn on a
bowl game at any time and watch
the culmination of two different
teams achievements, see rivalries
created and experience the tradition
of an almost century-old system.

As the general trend continues to
push for playoffs that will crown one
team champion, my question to you
is whether you really want to see
college football go in that direction.
I know that I personally cherish the
memories of my hometown Oregon
State University Beavers pulling off
a 9-4 season this year and ending it
with a victory in the Emerald Bowl.
Sure, it's a far cry from the Fiesta
Bowl finish of 2001 (and an 11-1
record), but it is another season
where my Beavs aren’t at the bottom
of the Pac-10 Conference and a win
at the end of the season leaves me
in high hopes for this fall. The bowl
system may not be what the Texas or
Ohio State Universities of the world
are looking for, but for me, it feels
great to finish seasons on a high
note. Again, I will concede that the
BCS system is not perfect, but I am
content in knowing that the bowl
system will be in place at least until
2014 and will allow small teams like
my OSU to take part in a time-hon-
ored tradition.

ATERING
AVAILABL

»La Salsa.

COSTA VERDE CENTER

15%
Dlscounts
for ucsp
students
on regular meny
items with
valid 1.D. carq

8750 Genesee Ave #240 e (858) 455-7229 o West of U.T.C.

LIBERTY STATION

2400 Historic Decatur Rd #100 e (619) 222-6900 ¢ VONS Shopping Center
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| FREE BURRITO |

I Buy any of our Burritos with two I
fountain soft drinks at our regular
| price, receive a second Burrito of equal |

or lesser value Free!

I Cannot be used with any other promotion. Valid at Costa Verde and Point Loma I
Locations only. Coupon must be presented at time of purchase.

One coupon per visit. Expires 07-04-08.

M
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Qualify for

4,000

positions
worldwide

Discover
Peace Corps

Jump start you career by serving

as a Peace Corps Volunteer in one
of 70 countries around the world.

Information Session

Wednesday, May 21st
12:00 Noon-1:30 pm

Career Services Center, Horizon Room

Contact UCSD Recruiter Diana Gomez
dlgomez@ucsd.edu or 858-534-1336
WWW.peacecorps.gov

(800) 424-8580

® By mGIl (see website for address)

SMALLER CLASS SIZES
TAKE BREADTH OR MAJOR REQs
GRADUATE SOONER'!
FINANCIAL AID AVAILABLE (through your home campus)

[N]EWQ OINEIEIINIE

Physics 21: SCIENCE from

511 erfieroes -GLIBS

with uCIl professor, Michael Dennin

REMEMBER:

e June 23 - August 29th
e (Online: textbook, journal, quizzes, forums, projects

¢ On campus™

CIRVINE | SUMMER SESSION

ENROLL NOW. e Onlines summer.uci.edu

]
sssssses 32

. just the final on August 29th

* Here at UCI or at an alternate, approved, testing site

Details on Syllabus

UC students who enroll in 8 or more units

pay for only the first 8 units!l ON CAMPUS and ON-LINE!

summer.uci.edu
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UCSD Can’t Capture CCAA Crown

By Rael Enteen

SPORTS EDITOR

BASEBALL — After losing their
first two games of the double-elimi-
nation California Collegiate Athletic
Association Tournament in Chico on
May 8 and 9, the No. 11 Tritons’ sea-
son will continue with an invitation to
the NCAA Division-II Championship
West Regional, where they will be a
second seed and play No. 25 Western
Oregon today.

“I think we were all thoroughly
disappointed with our showing at the
conference tournament;” sophomore
starter Kirby St. John said. “T don't
think any of us really felt like we played
at all up to our potential. We were all
pretty down, but thats the thing: you
have to rebound and let it go and start
focusing on the next team. And I think
we did a good job of that: we had three
really solid practices this week and we
refocused and I think we're all in a bet-
ter place now, ready to go”

In the first-round game on May 8,
the Tritons faced the tournament host-
ing Wildcats and fell by a 7-4 final score,
forcing them to play in a pressure-
packed elimination game the next day.

The two conference rivals were
knotted up in a scoreless tie for the
first three innings before the Wildcats
scored a run in the top of the fourth
and the Tritons responded with one
of their own in the bottom half. After
a scoreless fifth inning, Chico State
put up three runs to take a 4-1 lead
but UCSD cut the deficit to two with
a run in the bottom of the sixth. Each
squad scored one in the seventh inning
and UCSD added another run in the
bottom of the eighth to make the score
5-4 heading into the ninth inning. The

ERIK JEPSEN/GUARDIAN FILE

The Triton bats kept UCSD within striking distance in both of the team’s games in the CCAA tournament, but never could muster enough to pull off a win.

Wildcats pushed two insurance runs
across the plate in the top of the ninth
and the Tritons could not rally in their
last licks at the plate to fall 7-4.

St. John worked into the ninth but
took his first loss after a perfect 8-0
regular season, going 8.2 innings and
allowing five earned runs.

“I knew [my offense] was battling
hard for me and I can’t complain; they
don't ever give up and thats one thing
that our team’s been great at all year;” St.
John said. “T just knew that I had to try
to go out there and put up zeroes. I had
full faith in them and I still do, it just
didn’t work out for us because a lot of
things just didn’t go our way that game,

but that's baseball for sure”

After trailing for most of their
first game and never completing their
comeback, the Tritons jumped out to
a 4-0 lead after four innings in their
second-round matchup with Cal State
Stanislaus. The Warriors scored a run
in the fourth and fifth innings to cut
the Triton lead to 4-2 and then took the
lead with three runs in their half of the
seventh inning.

Facing another deficit in the ninth,
this time UCSD scored on senior
pinch-hitter Chris Hom’s RBI single
to tie the game at 5 heading into the
bottom of the ninth. Freshman reliever
Tim Shibuya came back out in the bot-

tom of the ninth after already working
2.2 innings in relief of freshman Guido
Knudson and allowed one hit, while
striking out two to force extras.

“We were excited [headed into extra
innings],” Knudson said. “We got a
clutch hit from Chris Hom with two
outs in the ninth. That hit just showed
us that the game was ours to take and
everyone was just excited, the energy
was good and we just didn’t have a
great 10th inning. But everyone was
really into the game and so it was pretty
disappointing losing that game”

Shibuya came back to work the 10th

See BASEBALL, page 18

HOT CORNER

Eric Rubens

Men’s Tennis

The senior led UCSD into the round of 16 at
the NCAA D-II National Championships after
defeating his opponents from BYU Hawaii in

COLLEGE
FOOTBALL
PLAYOFFS
A BAD IDEA

r I Vhe sunny Dbeaches of
Hollywood, Fla., were the
recent gathering place for

esteemed commissioners of the col-

lege football system to determine
the future of the sport. At the heart

of the meeting was the topic of a

plus-one format playoff system pit-

ting the top four Bowl Championship

Series-ranked teams in a duel for col-

Safety
Blitz

Robert Ingle

ringle@ucsd.edu

lege football supremacy. The purpose
of the proposition was to alleviate
any doubt about the best team in
the nation by the end of the season,
granting one team yearlong gloating
and taunting privileges.

Perhaps the biggest argument for
this playoff idea came during the
2004 season when the undefeated
Auburn University Tigers were left
out of the national game. Auburn
finished the year with a perfect 13-
0, but placed second behind pow-

See BLITZ, page 19

W. Crew Misses First
by Less Than a Second

By Brianna Lee
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

WOMEN’S CREW — While the
mens season drew to a close in
Massachusetts, the women's crew team
continues its season this weekend at the
Pacific Coast Rowing Championships
held in Rancho Cordova, Calif. on May
17. The Tritons, who recently returned
from the Western Intercollegiate
Rowing Championships, held on May
3 and 4 at Sacramento State’s Aquatic
Center, bring to the regatta seasoned
experience and elite competition.

Last season, UCSD claimed two sec-
ond-place grand finishes at the NCAA
Division-II Rowing Championships
in Tennessee. Earlier this month at
Rancho Cordova, the team had the
same success when the varsity-eight
boat took second place in the grand
finals during the second day of the
regatta. The Tritons, who led the pack
until the last five meters, eventually
dipped into second place behind Seattle
Pacific University’s boat, which charged
across the finish line at 7:13.1, just 0.7
seconds ahead of UCSD’s boat. Jen
Myers, who is a senior co-captain along
with senior Kali Webb, was named
to the Western Intercollegiate Rowing
Association’s All-WIRA First Team for
her stellar racing.

The second varsity-eight squad
also put in solid performances on
May 4, clinching fourth in the Petite
Final to capture 10th overall. The nine
Tritons competing were freshman cox-
swain Sneha Somasekar, sophomore
Jesi Bennett (stroke), sophomore
Laurel Copenbarger (seven-seat),
junior Lauren Menzies (six), fresh-
man Kristen Hayashi (five), sopho-
more Jaime Bigwood (four), sopho-
more Summer Austin (three), junior

Caryn Urbanczyk (2) and sophomore
Suzanne Chang (bow).

Bursting toward the finish with
a time of 7:40.1, UCSD trumped
Humboldt State University and Santa
Clara University, which trailed the
Tritons with times of 7:43.2 and 7:44.0,
respectively. Leading the racing field
was the University of San Diego with a
time of 7:17.6.

Varsity-eight member Bennett said
the squad’s success derived from its
strength of mind and preperation.

“I think a lot had to with us real-
izing that we were actual varsity, she
said. “Because of the hard practices
we've been having and all the training
for the national regattas, we were ready
and able to walk through these boats
— to step up and race through them
without a problem”

The Pacific Coast Rowing
Championships give UCSD the
chance to return to the NCAA Rowing
Championships held during the end of
the month. Even with such seemingly
large stakes this weekend, the Tritons
meet this occasion with the match-
ing confidence and alacrity that have
fueled them throughout their racing
season. The rowers know they couldn’t
be more ready.

“I think everyone on the team is
really excited to see how we are going to
do.” Bennett said. “We've been training
all year to see how we will perform. It's
just a matter of having the confidence
to row hard. We know what to expect
this weekend because we've raced these
teams before. I think were more than
ready because we've been working real-
ly hard. As a team we're really excited
— excited and nervous”

Readers can contact Brianna Lee at
bmlee@ucsd.edu.

Novme-Elght Wins Petite Final
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Besides the success of the novice-eight boat, the Tritons also had their varsity-eight finish in second place at the National Invitational Collegiate Regatta.

By Brianna Lee
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

MEN’S CREW — The Tritons saw
their season come to an end on May 11
after a tight competition in the National
Invitational Collegiate Regatta held
last weekend in Worcester, Mass. The
mens varsity-eight boat surged into
second place during the first day of the
regatta, earning the Tritons a spot in
Sunday’s semifinal. The varsity-eight
team crossed the finish line at 6:11.59,
five seconds short of first place Trinity
College, which came in at 6:06.67.

The Triton lineup included senior
coxswain Shanti Tharayil, senior Derek
Huffman (stroke), senior Shawn Hay
(seven-seat), senior Ryan Andre (six),
senior Jeff Collett (five), sophomore
Zachary Hearns (four), sophomore
Jay Dee Morgan (three), senior Gilbert
Collins (two) and junior Jonathan
Lynch (bow).

Hearns credited Saturday’s success
to the team’s hard work.

“Everything came together for us
and we had a great race;” he said.

In spite of such a commanding
heat performance, the Tritons faced
a tougher racing field during Sunday
morning’s semifinal, eventually falling
into sixth place. The team, which later
in the day competed in the Petite Final,
took another sixth-place standing with

a time of 6:14.76.

According to Collins, the variance
between Saturday and Sunday’s heat
performances is something the team
finds difficult to explain, and was not
due to lack of preparation.

“Obviously the competition gets
stiffer on day two,” Collins said. “We
had everything we needed to perform
at that level; it just didn’t happen”

Also competing in the racing action
on May 11 were two additional UCSD
boats: the second varsity eight and the
novice eight. For the Tritons, the regatta
marked the first time a varsity or junior
varsity boat made it to a Grand Final.
The second varsity-eight boat battled
into second place of their heat with
a time of 6:07.57, placing them sixth
out of 18 squads competing. Chasing
the Tritons were Rochester Institute of
Technology at 6:08.81 and University
of Massachusetts at 6:33.13 chased the
Tritons. Leading the pack during their
heat was Wesleyan University, which
beat UCSD by three seconds with a
time of 6:04.48.

The nine Tritons competing were
sophomore coxswain Cameran Biltucci,
sophomore Michael Sullivan (stroke),
senior Dave Payne (seven-seat), junior
Richard Lund (six), senior Nathaniel
Taylor (five), senior Anthony Rubino
(four), sophomore Brodie Kaster
(three), junior Mark Melikian (two)

and junior Dominic Shiosaki (bow).

The novice eight contended in a
fierce neck-and-neck pursuit against
Hobart College and Williams College
in the effort to secure a position in the
Grand Final later that day on May 11.
The Tritons faced some tough luck as
they crossed the finish line with a time
of 6:00.35, only a hairsbreadth away
from both schools with Hobart claim-
ing a time of 5:59.85 and Williams
with 6:00.11. Because only the two best
times from each heat are allowed to
qualify for the Grand Final, UCSD got
bumped into the Petite Final pack by a
matter of two-tenths of a second.

UCSD came in first in the open-
water race, finishing in 6:22.41 and
cruising ahead of second-place finisher
Marist College, which crossed the finish
line seven seconds later. The winning
group included freshman coxswain
Shawn Kuo, freshman Justin Gordon
(stroke), freshman Taylor McClanahan
(seven-seat), junior David Segal (six),
freshman Kris Grey (five), senior Erik
Matson (four), freshman Nerel Winter
(three), sophomore Dallas Sybrowsky
(two) and freshman Tim Powers
(bow).

When asked about the boat’s victo-
ry, Sybrowsky pointed to the extensive
teamwork and diligent preparation.

See M. CREW, page 18
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Sign spinner for UTC/La Jolla Colony
area. PT afternoons and weekends.
Call Terry @ (858) 344-2332. (5/22)

SUMMER DAY CAMPS-L.A. AREA:
Swimming, horses, sports, arts and
crafts, beaches,

ropes courses, and much more.
www.daycampjobs.com. (5/27)

Summer Day Camp Job! Love Kids?
The Outdoors? Live in SD? We're
hiring enthusiastic responsible stu-
dents for the summer. www.out-
postsummercamps.com. (858)695-
CAMP (6/5)

Undercover Shoppers. Earn up to
$150 per day. Under Cover Shoppers
needed to judge retail and dining
establishments. Call (800)722-4791
(6/5)

Good driver? Here's the PERFECT
PART-TIME JOB! Earn @12.85/hour,
paid training, learn marketable
skills, work on campus. We fit your
schedule! No cubicles! Apply now.
Visit shuttledrivers.ucsd.edu.

Pregnant?
You have options

v/ FREE pregnancy tests
v Confidential environment

\ Curning Point
@ Pregnancy ¢ Resource Center

858.689.9560

WWwWw.mmpregnancy.com

PQOCOOSHBA0

STUDENT HOUSING

3 Bedroom 1.5 Bath Condo near
UTC, UCSD, available September.
$2100/month. Washer/dryer, pool/
spa. Call (858)205-9059. (5/15)

www.guardianads.com

Guardian Classifieds are placed online and are FREF for UCSD. Low cost classified placements are for online and/or print are also available to the public.

Volunteers needed for a research
study. If you are of entirely Chinese,
Korean, or Japanese descent, age
21-26, call Dr. Tamara Wall from the
UCSD Department of Psychiatry,
(858)552-8585x5590. Compensation
up to $45. (6/2)

3bd, 2.5 ba, 2 car gr @ South Pointe.
Most elegant condo within walking
distance of UCSD. Rent rooms indi-
vidually or you and 3 friends rent
the entire place for $700/ student.
Furnished; utilities pd. e-mail me for
photos or see photos at Guardian
Online. getharia@aol.com (5/27)

6-bedroom , 4-bath fully furnished
home in quiet Clairemont neigh-
borhood. Beautiful home inside
and out. 10 minutes from cam-
pus. $3500/month. 1-year lease.
Available June/July. 858-775-5918;
mannjohn1@mac.com (5/29)

GIGS (WANTED)

JEWISH STUDENTS - Are you a
great teacher? Make money doing
what you love! Earn your M.A.Ed.
at American Jewish University in
Los Angeles. Now accepting for Fall

2008. 310.440.1586 - www.ajula.
edu/maed (5/29)
MISSION BAY AQUATIC CENTER

INSTRUCTORS
NEEDED

Sailing Instructors
Surfing Instructors
Windsurfing Instructors
Kayaking Instructors
Rowing Instructors
Camp Counselors
Office Assistant

Some experience necessary.
Will train qualified
candidates.

CALL
(858)488-1000

Better Ingredients.
Better Pizza.

NOW HIRING

Pizza discounts

ey’
00“\0"0 soy

spoY

h

Pizza Makers / Order Takers
starting at $8.25/hour

Fun, frigndly environment
Flexible schedules to accomodate school and other activities

4130 La Jolla Village Dr.

Better People. Better Opportunities.

Great Part-Time income!

La Jolla/UTC

NE corner of La Jolla Village and Regents Rd.

(858) 458-9800

y

UCSD BLOOD DONOR ALLERGY
STUDY: Subjects with either cur-
rent allergy symptoms to inhaled
allergens (cat, grass, dust mite),
or healthy non-allergic volun-
teers, needed as blood donors for
research study requiring donation
of blood and allergy skin testing.
Will be reimbursed $100 for comple-
tion of two clinic visit study. Contact
Dr. Broide, Department Medicine
(858)534-2033. (6/5)

Egg donors needed! Healthy
females ages 18-30. Donate to
infertile couples some of the many
eggs your body disposes month-
ly. COMPENSATION: $5000-8000.
Call Reproductive Solutions now
(818)832-1494 (6/5)

Exceptional Egg Donors Needed
$8000-$15000 for qualified, respon-
sible applicants. All Ethnicities
welcome. Special need for Jewish,
Asian & East Indian donors. Close
personal support by experienced
donor. Contact Dawn @ 951-696-
7466 or fainc@speedband.com or
www.fertilityalternatives.com/ egg-
donors (6/5)

SERVICES

Are you a graduating senior? Have a
little time before you have to make
those next big steps?

Contact Liz Myers, a certified life
coach and counselor for some
support with your new direction.
Now offering discounts for gradu-
ating seniors! Please visit: http://
www.rootedliving.com, email
lizarootedliving.com or call 858-
354-7595. (5/22)

A criminal record may interfere with
obtaining employment and even a
license to work in your chosen pro-

Festval

All Day
RIMAC Field &
et Hopkins Drive
E 2 3 O, AL
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at Ortefs Pub
SR iy :

Friday, May 16
Join the

GUARDIAN |
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%! for SUN GOD, Raffle, (1

(2pm
_Potiker 3 0117)
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fession. My law practice prepares
students with a criminal history to
obtain a professional license and
enter the job force with their best
foot forward. We help students
demonstrate their rehabilitation
by offering many services at very
affordable rates. Free consultation
to any student upon request, strictly
confidential setting. Email or call for
a free consultation, (619) 232-5122.
www.attorneylombardo.com (6/5)
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Complete the grid so each row, column and 3-by-3 box (in bold) contains every digit, 1
to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit www.sudoku.org.

Find SUDOKU solutions on
next Mondays Classified Section
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