
NEWSLET"rER-PTIOM DR • BEN7:ELLEN 
. • ~ . Brawley~ Cs.11f • 

Feb .. 29, 1972 

, ( 

Frankl1n D, Schurz is the main owner of the SOUTH BEND {IND.) 
TRIBUNE. Th1s 1s the s~me town whe:re the UNIVERSI'l'Y OF NOTRE DAME 
is locatedo Schurz also owns a string of newspapers in Coachella. 
·srul Imperial Valleys of Southern Ct.111forn1H--THE INDIO NEWS, THE 

.·:BRAWLE'Y N'BWS and THE EL CENTRO POST-PRESS-- Mr. Schurz' lives in 
·south Bend, Indiana so that you c~n see th.Ht he 1s ~n ~b~entee news-
,Pt,per ovmer as far as' the California papers are conperned. · 

. . •:• 

Both these valleys have a tremendous yearly ~gr1culturi:tl pro- . 
duetlon which yields annual profits of .tt50 millions. The County o-f
ImpeT1al has a yearly agricultural production of t300 millions which 
1s more than the production of 12 states. For example, the big State ·· 
of Maine has an annual farm production of $225 millions. • " 

But there 1s a most serious problem in Coachella ~nd Imperi~l 
Valleys where the u.s. ReclaI!l8tion raw of 1902 StJys that only persons 
11 V1ng in the area are entitled to get water for irrigation f1:1rm1ng 
end that each person should get enough water to irr1~ate 160 acres. 
BUT THE RECLAMATION LAW IS NOT BEING ENFORCED AND BIG ABSENTEE CORP-

/ ORATIONS LIKE THE IRVINE CO.; THE PUREX CORP., UNITED FRUIT CO., 
, TE~CO, KAISER ALUMINUMINUM & CHBMICAL CORP., DOW CHEMICAL CO., 
\ ,_,_SOUTHERN P.ACIFIC L4ND CO., ~nd ?ther absent~e corporations of lesser 

"G_t..ze are fllrming in these valleys. t 

! f 
But Franklin D. Schurz (the report of nis death w1:1s "greatly 

exaggerated") has kept up a CURTJ\IN OF SILENCE on this problem so 
that the local 1nhabttants would be fooled by t .he printeii news 1n 
the local newspapers put in by the absente~ farm interests. 

. " I • f ' 
, I . 

On Feb. 6, 1972, NBC-TV News !1!:td a coast t'o coast broodcast on 
~t was happening 1n Imperii:il V.!:!lley in relation to the Recl.H11U:1tion 
Isw, Schurz had a complete NEWS BLACKOUT on thls brmtdcast so that 
thousands of inhabitsnts should not leaTn about it~ Therefore, the 
sound tr~ck of this troadci1st w~s obtained to be printed in this NEWS
LETT'€H to break the NEWS BLACKOUT, It ts suggested tlwt re!:iders also 
S6e the News.letter DR. YELLEN INTERVIEWED ON NBC NEWS-TV C0.1\ST TO 
COAST so ~~~t the spenes described in the sound track would be better 
understood. ; 

Here 1 s the sound trt1 ck: , 
Fred Briggs, NBC Repo1;..ter speaking while the film 1s showing the 
All-Ameri.can Canal and other cimals • the ferml.~md devoid of ft-.rm 
homes and Dr, Ban Yellen is d.lstributing Newsl~tters---- Most of the 
lgnd that has meQe C~l1forn.1n number enc in agrlculture 0 w~s once a 
d~o-r--grow1ng sagebrush.and not much else. The Imperial 
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Valley was one of the bleakest of those deserts but like th th 
1 t was tamed w1 th 1rr.lgat1o:n • C£m1;1ls tapped water from the ~oror=~~' 
~iver and tl.L.."'?'led the Volley ir1to some of C~lifornia 's richest :farmland. 

· d ~r~ls like this w~re monumental projects wheE they were built 
~~vemoot of them wouldn t have been built without he}._p from the Feder~i

s t~nrn;ntit Intt19lly, that help came 70 years ego under a lsw known 
: e ~clamat1on Act of 1902. The intent of the law was to encourage 
~ildfarm1ng 1n this ~rea, in fv.;t one prov1s1o:n of the law clesrly--·-----

1s6. 1::01 e ·· that no farm enJoying Federal 1rr1gtition coul.cLoo_l.a:rger thsn -
a ·tres 1n size. ,. 

That was w!i.at the law said but that law is still on the bo~ks al
though s-omet1mes aroiu:d here, 1t 1s difficult to tell th~t. Most of 
the farms here and in other California valleys count their acrec1ge in 
the thousands. The law also said ttDt the owners of irrigated farms 
had to live on their land but few of them do. These are farms without 
farm houses-c-or-porote farms with headquarters in New York, Ddl.h1s 
and ~s Angeles. ·, I 

Small farmers here as elsewhere, found it hard to compej::;.{:!'. Many 
. gave .up al together. The law th.at WtiS supposed. to keep farm/ s~all, 

was never really enforced. , , 
I •• 
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Enter a most unlikely champion cf small formers Ben Yell~~•~ 
doctor who moved here from Brooklyn JO yet1rs agC' ~ For yeurs tie ;\~s. 
l;)een putting out psmphlets, passing them out-, mailing them 'out, in & 
one mtm crusade against big goYeTr~TJ.en:f;,, · big farming, big-anything. He 1 

fa-nc1es himself as a rural R3.1:pn N,.9d£r. 1,1most everyone else fancies 
him as a harmlees eccentric. That was until 2 years ago when on his 
own, · he 1'.iled suit in Federal Court asking the Government to enforce 
·1ts _own la-v1. It was the peginning _pf what w111 probably turn into 

_ }~!,1:~_hY, expensive litigation. · f ,-

. Dr. Yellen speaking while being 1nterv1ewed: I r ·elt I e-ould',,w1th 
my o~_ .. J .ncome .• · T · ,co1l1.d :run the preliminBry stages to get people 1n-

. t~ted- aJld such has occurred. There is now an_ organ1UJt1on :called 
The .l\Tgt1onal ·: c·oe11 tion For u:nd Re:form-, and the Sie-rra Clup has -come 
i.n ... ,and the. N. atiori .. al AFL-CIO, ~nd the Nstionttl Farmers Uniorl hl::i.S come 

--~~<t hel_Jl,,,-.... ?,µ_t. prior to that\ 1 t was all. my own _ money-and, _Jt wor·ked 
·~-- r~ .:,:· __ 'but .;,~~L!(now. 1 t 1 s 8 case where-· fools rus.h in where ..,~_- _~ls f e~. r . 
~~ea~·-,-:.r7·· .. ~ . .. . , . ,,_·:.:-: 4/ i · _ 

~i:Br!irat~:c d~t~o~e~;r~~r:~~;r· ~g~u~rl~~;~~ia~ncy 
- t~ireip~nt-the owner living on his land-- did apply. Both decisions 

:~~~~e1M.~_appeafed and ~f Yellen and those who have joined him in this, __ 
· n..~h~1r :case, 1 t will bring quite a change to the Vulley • 
. .-- .~ , . . I 

1 "- s'.beldon · Greene, A tttorney in Ban Francisco, Ch!J 1:r:-m~n of the West 
Cqas(/. Chapter of the National Coali t1on For :U.nd Reform speaking: 
Yo~ will see small, family farmers making a qecen~ retuTn rather than 
gotng o.ut of bus1ness, or becoming Jiepende-nts of 1.c1rge corporations. 
And you will see farmworkerS"' b~eomfng farmers, getting together and 
fatmi,ng cooperatively, 1:m.d y~:>U would see a shrinlruge of the kind of 
we\fdre dependency and unemployment which now crwructer1zes much of 

t l America end rural 9alifornia • 
I / 

Briggs speaking agEtln: The corpo·rete farms tmd the California 
Ak;ncu1,ture Dep8 ~tment s~y thst'' ,160_ acres is too srrmll for profitable 

~

ming, But since farming goes on all year round and th~re 1s no 
ch thing as drought here, 1 $ere here can be as productive ~s 5 aeres 
the MidWest. Small farmerd are hHving u diff lcul t time pf 1 t every- .. 

,:re of Oourrrn • But here )='ooause of an old law Hnd_ a lawsu1 t to ha-ve _· ,: 
1 t t ,ni'c-.rccl, the fmni ly farm ;night well stt.ige a comeoo ck. Fred Briggs, 
NBC News in the Imperi~l yE(.lley. 

\ '/ 
14ie above sound tra,c'k was well timed and :took J minutes ~nd 40 , 

SeC·'-'ndrul. . NBC charges !Jn advertiser },~11, 000 • 00 per minute on 8 coast 
to coas broad.cast' 11.ke this" NBC-TJ News donated '$40,000.00 in t1me 
to a p; em which 1 t · thought shouJ.d be seen by 25 million viewers • 

. Fr i.klin. n. Schurz has ~n collusion with the big fG1rm _ inter
ests to cep the 1nh9bi tsnts"' br':linwashed so th~y do not realize- how . 
t _hey are be.i.ng--,-dep-rl~ of ;ne.ld.ng f;;50 millions Eir,n~~l pro:fi ts. H1s 
~ of this ricf...s.t.._iS-..a_~ -exa.mp1.e- of' th~ consp-trac.y. 
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