NEWSLETTER FROM DR. BEN YRLLEN
Biaw;ey' Callf. Feb. 29’ 1972
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: Franklin D. Schurz is the main owner of the SOUTH BEND (IND.)
TRIBUNE. This is the same town where the UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME
12 locateds Schurz also owns a string of newspapers in Coachella .
‘and Imperial Valleys of Southern Californiu--THE INDIO NEWS, THE

.+ BRAWLEY NEWS and THE EL CENTRO POST-PRESS - Mr. Schurz' lives in
South Bend, Indiana so that you can see that he is gn abgentee news-
Paper owner as far as the California papers are concerned.,

~.

: Both these valieys have a tremendous yearly agrlcultural pro=- .

- duction which ylelds snnual profits of 450 millions. The County of
Imperisl has a yearly agricultural production of $300 millions which -
is mors than the production of 12 states. For example, the big State
of Msine has an annual farm production of %225 millions. i

But there is a most serious problem in Coachella and Imperial
Valleys where the U.S. Reclamation Law of 1902 says that only persons
living in the area are entitled to get water for irrigation farming
and that each person should get enough water to irrigate 160 acres,
BUT THE RECLAMATION IAW IS NOT BEING ENFORCED AND BIG ABSENTEE CORP-
ORATIONS LIKE THE IRVINE CO., THE PUREX CORP., UNITED FRUIT CO., :
TENNECO, KAISER ALUMINUMINUM & CHEMICAL CORP., DOW CHEMICAL CO.,
SOUTHFRN PACIFIC LAND CO., gnd other absentee corporations of lesser
%a1ze are farming in these valleys. 'y :

But Franklin D. Schurz (the report of h*s death was "greatly
exaggerated”) has kept up a CURTAIN OF SILENCE on this problem so
that the loecal inhabitants would be fooled by the printed news in
the local newspapers put in by the absentee farm 1nterests.

" On Feb. 6, 1972, NBC-TV News had a coast to coast broadcast on
what was happening in Imperiual Vzlley in relation to the Reclamation
Ilawe Schurz had a ccmplete NEWS BLACKOUT on this brouadcast so that
thousands ef inhabitants should not leain about it. Therefore, the
sound track of thils troadcast was obtained to be printed in this NEWS~
LETTER to break the NEWS BLACKOUT. It is suggested thut readers zlso
gee the Newsletter DR. YELLEN INTERVIEWED ON NBC NEWS-TV COAST TO
COAST so that the scenes described in the sound track would be better
understood. 4 ,

#

Herz is the sound track: i
Fred Briggs, NBC Repoxter speaking while the film 18 showing the
All-American Canal and other canals, the farmland devoid of farm
hemes and Dr. Ban Yellen is distributing Newsletters---- Most of the
land that has mede California number cne in agriculture, wus once a
desert. good for growing sagebrush and not much else. The Imperial



BY MME Ly
X 5§ iy

Valley_was one of the bleakest of those deserts, but like the others,
1t was tamed with irrigstion. Canals tapped water from the Colorado
- Blver and turned the Volley irto some of California's richest farmland.

Cenials 1like this were monumental projects when they were built
and most of them wouldn't have been built without helo from the Federal.
Government. Inttielly, that help came 70 years ago under & law known
as the Reclamation Act of 1902, The intent of the law was to encourage
small farming in this area, in fust one provision of the law clearly —
stated that no farm enjoying Federal irrigation could be larger than F
160 acres in size. \

That was what the law said but that lsw 1s still on the books al-
though sometimes around here, it is difficult to tell that., Most of
the farms here and in other California valleys count their acreage in
the thousands. The law also szid ttnt the owners of irrigated farms
had to live on their land but few of them do. These are farms without
farm houses-—~corporate farms with headquarters in New York, Dallas
and Les Angeles. bid

Small farmers here as elsewhere, found it hard to compepé. Many
. gave up altogether, The law that wus supposed to keep farms Spall,

. Y/

Was never really enforced. / N

/ §
Enter a most unlikely champlon cof small farmers Ben Yellqé, a
doctor who moved here from Brocklyn 30 years age: TFor yeurs Ce\bas.
been putting out psmphlets, passing them ouv, mailing them out, in & |
one man crusads sgalnst big government, blg farming, big-anything. He
fancles himself as a rural Bziph Nader. Almost everyone else fancles
him as a harmless eccentric. That wss until 2 years agce when on his
own, he filed suit in Federal Court asking the Government to enforce
1ts own law, It was the beginning of what will probgbly turn into

lengthy expensive litigation. , |

LT, N speaking while being interviewed: I felt I could with
my own income, I-could run the preliminary stages to get people in-
. tereated and such hus occurred,/ There is now an organization‘called
The Nati{énal Coalition For Lend Béeform, and the Sierra Club has .come
n, and the National AFL-CIO, gnd the Nationul Farmers Unlor has come
irt to help... Put prior to‘thaﬁf 1t was all my on nmoney-and 1t worked
Cambut ét-know. 1t 1s a case where- fools rush in where ungels feur
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_Frled Briggs, NBC News Reporter“speﬂkin$+-.OnéuJudge'rdiéémthé

Bédros 1imitation did not spply bub another Judge said the residency

e’ iy - -~ did apply. Both decisions

_Y#iuirefent--the owner living on his land

b 5 dp v 1en and those who have Joined him in this,
Tﬁéﬁei g-appealed and if Yelle s chsngs to the Valley. .
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WIn thelr ‘case, 1t will bring quite
B sy A : /

. Sheldon Greene, Atttorney in 8an Francisco, Chairmun of the West
Cd38£7ghapter of'thé NationalyCoalition For Land Reform speuking:
Yéu will see small, family farmers making a decent return rather than
going out of business, or becoming dependents of lurge corporations,
And you will see farmworkers’ becoming farmers, getting together and
fa ng cooperatively, and you would see a shrinkuge of the kind of
welfare dependency and unemployment which now charucterizes much of
r ral America aend rural Cslifornia.

T / ' The corporate farms and the California

Briggs speaking again:
- spartment s that 160 acres 1s too small for profitable
o i S A e L ses on all year round and there is no

arming, But since farming % ; ,
uch thing as drought here, 1 gere here can be as productive us 5 acres
n the MidWest. Small farmers are huving a difficult time of it every- =
I scause of an old law and a lawsult to have .-

well stage a comeback. Fred Briggs,

lere of dourse. But here p :

it ‘enfcrced, the family farm might

NBC News in the Imperial Vglley.
(7

wus well timed and took 3 minutes and 40

Secondg. NBC chur n advertiser $11,000,00 per minute on a coast
zic;ggz cst %iieathis« NBC~-TV News donated 340,000.00 in time
to a p em which it thought should be seen by 25 million viewers.
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Fraaklin De Schurz has beer in collusion with the bilg farm inter-
asts to &epnfh; 1;h9bitants/brainwashed so they do not reslize how
they ares being—deprived of ¥ing #50 millions armual profits. His
NEWS_BLACKOUT of this/bra& .5t 1s a glaring example of the conspiracy.
\\‘: 4 s 2 peed .

The above sound track
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