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February 16, 1940 

~s • Edward Lewis 
1662 - 36th Avenue 
San Francisco 
Ca11forn1a 

Dear Mrs. Lewis: 
• • 

This will be your authority from the California State 
Park Commission to deliver the statue ot Juan Rodriquez Cabrillo 
to the order of Senator Ed. FletCher upon demand for delivery to 
tbs City of San Diego,· California. · 

. 
The State Park Commission appreciates your consideration 

and care of this monument pending its ·final location. 

.. 

Sincerely yours 

~~~-~, 
Matthew M. Gleason 
Ohairman,California State 
Park Comm1ssion 

CAPITAL AND SURPLUS OVER $500.000. 

Senator Ed Fletcher; 
State Capitol, 
Sacramento, Ca:l:i fomia~ 

lly dear Senator: 

P~ONE: • F' - 31!5 1 

lia40 TH f RO .AVG:NUII!: 

SAN DIEGO, CALIFORNIA 

May 16, 1940 

JUUUS WANGEHHI!:IM 
CM:teec•• M 7 .. a .oAao 

GI!:ORGE HI!:VHEMAN 

R. S . R £~0 
•• C: II. TA"Y 

IN REPLY REFER TO 

NO. 

I have read with interest your letter regarding the Cabrillo 
Statue and have sent copies of same to the Governor so that he lilB1" have more 
factual data. on the subject. 

To further c1arif'y the situation 1 I might ~ell you that I was 
taJ king to His Excellency, Governor· Olson. He asked that the Park Commissi on 
pass a resolution which would send the statue to the San Francisco Fair and 
then give the statue' penianently to the Oi ty of OakJ and. . 

I thought it would ~ better at this time .if we didn't make 
too much of a fight against sending the statue to the Fair, so gave in ~ that 
point. However, I did-get his permission to have a· resolution passed by the 
Park Co~ssion, which left out the permanent location of the statue. At the 
Park Commission meeting, Mr. Dockweiler was of" the opinion that after the .Fair 
the permanent resting place for the statue should be in San Diego, and I feel 
sure he will help us name that objective. 

I 

I don't think it would be good political policy on your part 
to make a big fuss over the statue at this time, · because after taJktng with 
Joe Dryer and City authorities, I find that they will not willingly baok us 
up in a:tJY' fight to keep it here, provided the~ Governor end Fair Commission want 
the .statue back. You have done a swell job of getting the statue here and as 
long as they have oalled us on our nblufi'n, I tb:Jnk it would be poor policy to 
go any further at the present time. 

: Strange as it ~ seem, all or the people With whom I have 
talked seem rather luke warm on the subject and are of the opinion that you 
are making this fight at the present time mere~ as a political gesture, snd 
are entire:cy- misunderstanding the trne civic motive back or your determina-
tion to keep the Oabrlllo statue here where it righ~ belongs. . . 

I hope that you won 1 t think I am presuming upqn our fri end-
ship in giving you this information, but I know that I would appreci ate it 
onm1ng rrom you in like ~lroumstances. 
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Senator Ed. netcher 
335 lalnut Street 
San Diego 

SAN DIEGO.LALIFDRHIA 

Dear Senator J1etcher, 

I have thought a great aal about the Cabrillo atatue. 
Incidental17, since seeing JOU last. I have talked with Mr. Jlor4 abou.t certain 
of the details involved. bidentlT we both have. the ••e idea of what ia 
ahaolutelT ea•ential toward a proper restoration of the atatue. 

le agree, first, that because the~ ~e · ao •a~ piecea brOken 
awrq at the Riat-line, and several bite practical~ crwabled, almoet pul.Ter-
ized, that 7ou will be able to get a aatiataotorT Job for thia part of the work 
onl.7 b7 sending out a aam.ple of the material 1n whiCh the atatue ia carn4, 

I and securing the minimwD of piecea to fill in ·the carlQ' aa a whole with uw .> 
freah atone of like compoai tion. Kr. Borel would then cut rd.own nch inaerta, 

' ao that , at the end, 70u would have the torao of the · atatu once llON 110at 
nea.rl7 like the original, IIUCh Jlli.D1Dram n1lllber of pieces keeping the bebolcler , 
from beiDg eo conacioua of &JQth1ng having happened, aa lf the pl.aea 701l have 
were stuck back in with cement, auch cement, in suCh a caae, alao hariDg to 
actnall7 fill ·1n soma ~~PQta where the original atone baa crumbled to plecea. 

Second: I agree with Kr. llor4 tbat, llhen ' it comea to mob a 
detail aa a noaa, the artiat or1gtna1J.7 caned BUCh a detail e:raatlr 10, With . 
nuance• toward a moat vital , vlrl4, aucgettion of the au'b.1ect 1 a p~cal 
likeneaa. ~1r1 t, and emotional aake-up. (lhile few, lf eDT. Jmow wha' 
CabrUlo looked like, a certain tpirlt haa been clftn to thia peraoullQ", 
thrau&h the sculpture, that might eaaU7 be radica117. cbenpcl t~ulh an ill))er-· 
f eet reatorat1on of the noae). 

• Senator 3d. rletcher 8/25/41 

he baa the right. to expect that it is coing to be preaerved, aa long aa 
poaaible, in. the condition in which he turned it over to ita new owur. 

2 

Begretting that this baa to be ao involved and cauae enra effort 
on 7our part, but aaauring you that we are onl7 doing what ia for 70ur pro-
tection, aa well aa for that of all concerned; with war.m personal regarda , 

SincerelY and cord!all7 70ura, 

j' 

Director. 



l 

.uuveUecl. A. reaidant of :Barcarena, Portugal , be had etu41ed un"er .. 

aner&l national momlllenta aa COIIIlieaiona tor hie government. Had the war DOt 
.. . . . . ' . 

• J 

COJIP11ca.~4 eve17thiDg, he might h&Ye attended the unveiling ot thia -IIOrk in San 
, . 

Dlep ~month ago. SUre}7 he waa a hapPJ choice for the m.ald.ng of this, our 
t. 

lands. Oabrillo (the Portugueae nama, Joao ~dri£'1&1 Cabrllho) wu a uat amb~- - o1Tic. monument. 
t 

tioua Portugneae explorer, saeldnc additional conqueata tor Spala.; Such a ·aculpture ia indeed tor the Portuguese, and for ua, an in~iration 
• • • • r 

the "Dean of European Nations," Boo-7ear old Portugal; towal'd conatruct1Te achievement·. It also stimulates our intereat in knowing more 

of the &lmoat UD!:ctU:e, pioneer naTigatlon b7 the old Portugue.. and the .leadenhlp ancl 
• • 

ri.at ·aoid.niona of the Spanish, aa well aa the Teey apec1al. ach1evaenta of Cabr1Uo .. 

closed and v~ goo4, 1 Sept. 28, 1542. bimaeU • . ~or he "discovered ua" 6o 7ear1 before Viscaino, who tried hia beat to . . . 
er- earlier recorda that might detract from hia own fame. Cabrillo also abare4 . ' . 
. . 

Jlatlona. ln the finalq of Oeuca, J.luico, 1n 1520, in the taking of Guatemala, Vera Pas, 
' . . . 

San Salftdor and '.JJ1~~ . He ~a«le the preparatlou for aeYeral Spanish upeal-

Point Loma. 

Col . 
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[CABRJLLO NATIONAL IIONUMINT.) 
, 

J3~ tbe resll)ent of tbe Unlteb $tates of Bmertca 

WHEREAS, by section 2 of an Act of Congress approved June 8, rp · 
(34 Stat. 225), the President \Vas authorized "in his discretion, to 

declare by public proclamation historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric 
structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest that arc situ-
ated upon the lands owned or controled by the Government of the United 
States to be national monuments, and may reserve as a part thereof parcels 
of land, the limits of which in all cases shall be confined to the smallest 
area compatible with the proper care and management of the objects to be 
protected, ; . 

AND WHEREAS, when Cabrillo sailed into San Deigo Bay on the 28th 
day of September, 1542, Point Lorna \Vas the first land sighted; and The 
Order of Panama, an organization composed of representative citizens 
of Southern California, has applied for permission to construct a h!;roi_c 
statue of Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, the discoverer of California, on Point 
Lorna which lies within the military reservation of Fort Rosecrans, Ca1i-
fornia, and has requested that a suitable site be set apart for such monument; 

No\v THEREFORE, I, WooDROW \tVILSON, President .of the United 
States of America, under authority of the said Act of Congress do hereby 
reserve as a site for the said monument, the lollowing described parcel of 
land situated on Point Lama within the limits of the military reservation 
of Fort Rosecrans. California, and do .hereby declare and proclaim the 
same to be a national monument to commemorate the di.scovery of Cali· 
fornia by Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, on the 28th day of September, I 542, viz: 

" [J3eginning at a monument 53 ft. from Southeast cOrner of th ~ tJ7i:7 
Old Lighthouse, Point Lorna (true az. 6° 26'): thence, true az. 292° so', ~ 
25 feeJ; thence, true aZ. 234°09', 36 feet; thence, true a~. 210°47', ' tl~ 

35 feet; thence, true az; 191° 141, 53 feet; thence, true az;··I75° 56', 57 ~ ~ 

feet: thence, true .az. I 59° 26', 33 feet; thence, true az. 138° 29', I I 5 : 
feet; thence ):rue aZ. 7° 39', J 70 feet; thence, true az. 349° 56'. 43 feet; 
thence, true" az. 337° sB', 25 feet; thence, true az. 332° I4', 35 feet, t 
be. point oVb~oning: containing 2 x,gxo square feet, more or le~ 

The anJa.afiove comprises all the parcel of ground within the op 
of the Point Lorna Boulevard where it encircles the Old Lighthouse, 
but does not include any of the roadway. 

·-----·~---.::·~-·- ~u it112ss llgx.tQ.f. ve her.eunto s.;;:e_t;;....,m._..,_.....;;.;;.;..;~_...,-
the seal of the United S es to be affixed. ~----;~~~~~-;;i~ -DoNE at the 'City of Washington this fourteenth day of Octo- · : · 

her, in the year of our Lord one thousand nine hun-
[ sEAL.] drf;d'and thirteen, and the Independence.of the United 

States the one hundred and thirty-eighth. 

• • · ~~X TBEREAS, by'Section 2 of an Act of Congr.esa approved June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. 
~}VLV 226),. the President was authorized."in his discretion, to declare by public 

proclamation historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric structures 1 and other 
objects of .historic or scientific interest ·that are situated upon the lands owned or 
controlled by· the Government of the United States to be national monuments, and 
may reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the limits of which in all cases· shall 
.bo confined to the smal_lest area compatible with the proper care and management 
of the objects to be protected" i 

AND WHEREAs, w~en Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, the discoverer of California, 
sailed into San Diego Bay on the 28th day of September, 15421 Point Loma, which 

• 
lies within the military reservation of Fort Rosecrans, California, was the :first land 
sighted by him; 

AND WBEBEAS, tho President of the United States did, by Proclamation No. 
1255, dated October 14, 1913, declare and proclaim, under authority of said Act of 
·QQ_ng..-s.., t~ follp.}Ving described parcel of land situated on Point ·LOma withip ihe 
limits of the military reservation of Fort Rosecrans, California, to be a national 
monument to commemorate tho discovery of California by Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo 
on the 28th day of September, 1542, vir.: 

Beginning at a monument 53 ft. from Southeo.st corner of the Old 
Lighthouse, Point Loma (true az. 6° 26'); thence, true az. 292° 50', · 
25 feet; thence, true az. 234° 09', 36 feet; thence, true az. 210° 47', 
35 feet; thence, 'true az. 191° 14', 53 feet; thence, true az. 175° 56', 
57 feet; thence, true az. 159° 26', 33 feet; t}?.ence, true az. 138° 29', 
115 feet; thence, true az. 7° 39', 170 feet; thence, true az. 349° 56', 
43 feet; thence, true az. 337° 58', 25 feet; thence, true az. 332° 14', 
35feet, to the point of beginning; containing 21,910 square feet, more 
or less. 
. The area above comprises all tho parcel of ground within the loop 

of the Point Loma Boulevard where it encircels the Old Lighthouse, 
but does not include any of tho roadway. 

AND WouAs, The Order of Panama, an organization composed of represent-
ative citizens of Southern California, was granted permission by said proclamation 
to construct a memorial statue to Oabrillo on tho said national monument site so 

·' declared·· ~ , . 
AND Wuu.&s, it appears that the said Order of Panama has never exercised . . 

~he priVilege granted to jt as aforesaid and is a defunct organization and has been 
110 for a ·number of years; ,. . . . 

~ ~t:v:!~~~~~'l~~~~~~{t~~ .. ~~:u:. '.AxD JVDBiwl, an organization known as the Native Sons of the Golden West, 
· a patri~ii~; o~nization of ,the State of California, interested and engaged in iden· 

............ ~.f/J1~~~=~~~~ r titjig and marking with tablets and monUments thoso places situated within the 

~~~~~! ~m ......... .,~.. .. tate of hialono interest to the State and Nation, has applied for permiuion to erect 
· ·.a liutable ·Dlonuinent · the site in question; · 
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By the President: 
FRANK B. Km.Looo 

S~crelary of BtaU 

• 

. . 

• 

• 

[No. 1773] ~ 
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HoD. 
335 . t t. 
s Dlego·, c tr. 

'1 do r • 1'1 o r: 

1a a JOUD8 tello ot oharallia perao tr an4 
sr• t . 111t7. about thirtr tin 78&1'8 ot • D&t11'e 
ot Po tu&al and din1Dpiahe4 ta1]7 aD4 he 
tu41e4 not oD17 1A the J'ine .Arta Sobool ot U.bon, 

Port • ut l8o UDder o~ the wor14 teaou 
a.ate ou.lptora ot Jranc u4 'ItaJ.7, 1lho baY pra1ae4 

hJa rT h1Sh17· 

In Por be eacb' 4• a rep tatloD tor 
elt aD4 1A noosnitloza ot bb or at.1 cwua, he 

on a a1one4 on 1o ooou1ou ~ tlie 
Portu • Oon nt to exeout. natloDal. moD\IIUUlt.. 

I _ noloalDs Post Car photosnph whioll • 
~ laat 71 aD4 Whioh 70U oan lla~e r•pro4uoe4 

it 70U wt.h, but 1 ue t to. • after 1t has 
• 1 te purpo -, boo auae I _ DO otl»r ooplea. 

'I tde tb.1a opportUDJ.t7 to refer to JOUr letter 
ot bruU7 20th aD4 to let J'OU bow tbat t »boto• 
ot the 0 brlllo atatue prerlou]7 e4 to 70\1, 
•ont 1d:th the ooapUD ;ta ot our Club u4 hope thq 

• j t Mlat J'OU 4e•1M4. 

X trust IOOD oooulon to _ t aiD 
aJJ4 41 ouaa n.r oua thtns I ha~• 1D a1n4 aJlc! *loll l 
bell , Will. 1D t 70 • ~ 
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