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a0 Bepartment of Natural Resources
Division of Parks

417 MONTGOMERY STREET
SAN FRANCISCO

February 16, 1940

Mrs, Edward Lewis
1662 -« 36th Avenue
San Francisco
Californisa

Dear Mrs, Lewis:

This will be your authority from the California State
Park Commission to deliver the statue of Juan Rodriquez Cabrillo
to the order of Senator Ed. Fletcher upon demand for delivery to
the City of San Diego, California,

The State Park Commission appreciates your considerafion
and care of this monument pending its final location.

Sincerely yours

Matthew M, Gleason
Chairman,California State
Park Commission
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Senator Ed Fletcher,
State Capitol,
Sacramento, California.

My dear Senator:

I have read with interest your letter regarding the Cabrillo
Statue and have sent copies of same to the Governor so that he may have more
factual data on the subject.

To further clarify the situation, I might tell you that I was
talking to His Excellency, Governor-Olson. He asked that the Park Commission
pass & resolution which would send the statue to the San Francisco Fair and
then give the statue permanently to the City of Oakland.

I thought it would be better at this time if we didn't make
too much of a fight against sending the statue to the Fair, so gave in on that
point. However, I did-get his permission to have a resolution passed by the
Park Commission, which left out the permsnent location of the statue. At the
Park Commission meeting, Mr. Dockweiler was of the opinion that after the Fair
the permsnent resting place for the statue should be in San Diego, and I feel
gsure he will help us name that objective.

I don't think it would be good political policy on your part
to make a big fuss over the statue at this time, because after talking with
Joe Dryer and City authorities, I find that they will not willingly back us
up in any fight to keep it here, provided the Governor end Fair Commission want
the .statue back. You have done a swell job of getting the statue here and as
long as they have called us on our "bluff", I think it would be poor policy to
go any further at the present time.

; Strange as it may seem, all of the people with whom I have
talked seem rather luke warm on the subject and are of the opinion that you
are making this fight at the present time merely as a political gesture, &nd
are entirely misunderstanding the true civic motive back of your determina-
tion to keep the Cabrillo statue here where it rightfully belongs.

- I hope that you won't think I am presuming upon our friend-
ship in giving you this information, but I kmow that I would appreciate it
coming from you in like circumstances.

With kindest regards, I am
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he has the right to expect that it is going to be preserved, as long as
possible, in the condition in which he turned it over to its new owner.

Regretting that this has to be so involved and cause extra effort

on your part, but assuring you that we are only doing what is for your pro-
tection, as well as for that of all concerned: with warm personal regards,

DJ

August 25, 1941 Sincerely and cordially yours,

e

Director.

Senator Ed. Fletcher
335 Walnut Street
San Diego

Dear Senator Fletcher,

I have thought a great deal about the Cabrillo statue,
Incidentally, since seeing you last, I have talked with Mr. Hord about certain
of the detalls involved. Evidently we both have the same idea of what is
absolutely essential toward a proper restoration of the statue.

We agree, first, that because thero are so many pieces broken
away at the waist-line, and several bits prsctically crumbled, almost pulver-
ized, that you will be able to get a satisfactory job for this part of the work
only by sending out a sample of the material in which the statue is carved,
and securing the minimum of pleces to fill in the cavity as a whole with new S
fresh stone of like composition., Mr. Hord would then cut:down such inserts,
so that, at the end, you would have the torso of the statue once more most
nearly like the original, such minimum number of pieces keeping the beholder
from being so conscious of anything having happened, as if the pleces you have
were stuck back in with cement, such cement, in such a case, also having to
actually fill in some spots where the original stone has crumbled to pleces.

Second: I agree with Mr. Hord that, when it comes to such a
detall as a nose, the artist originally carved such a detail exactly so, with
nuances toward a most vital, vivid, suggestion of the subject's physical
likeness, spirit, and emotional make-up. (While few, if any, know what
Cabrillo looked like, a certain spirit has been given to this personality,
through the sculpture, that might easily be radically changed throush an 1lpor-
fect restoration of the nose).

We agree that you should get permission from the Portuguese mtn
of this statue, to repair the nose. Further, that he should specify in black
and white how he feels it ghould be restored, under the circumstances, and. gl.n
his signed statement of what he permits to be done. Otherwise, you may have a
lawsuit on your hands, and perhaps some very bad publicity. Here in the Galhry.
we would never think of tinkering with a status of this sort by a living urttlt.
without proceeding along the line I have suggested. It is extra work, but u i, ". 2
will be infinitely more trouble, time and work if tho nose is restored 1n tb i
wrong way, and the artist then starts to get busy. In the 'orl.& of art, 1t 1.

always understood that, even if an artist sells hil nrk of u't to ._.o.. i ﬁ 2
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cammo mm m i ol ‘ forootnlnou or 1ts -uh.mt. It is well and beautifully carved by its artist.
By noglnna. Poland. mroctor. e RN 1 Ig 1- a ﬁ.no work of art: 4in its sense of plastic forms and values, in its
Fine Arts CGallery of Bnn Dhgo A - ¥ A R :' ' Vs _' Tk
7’_;;? : _,-=' : tbxturo ‘appropriate to the medium, and in its architectural feeling for structure,
On the 4OOth Annivcrnary of the u:conry ot Sm Dhgo'l hﬁbor. nml m ; e g fa Qnito appa.ront is that fortunate balance of the natural and the abstract.
the point where this landing was made, a monument to cabrillo. tho oxploru' lu *i i | Its sculptor, Alvaro de Bree, was only 3% years old when he completed the
unveiled, This is the colossal portrait statue by Por'msu-u. Alv-ro de quovf_-:- i hp g -',ﬁ,_mr'o three years ago. A resident of Barcarena, Portugal, he had studied under
originally sent to the San Francisco Exposition by Portn&ll and hi-r olminld ‘nz\ f i s uii_t'ai-_f icuij.ptors in France, Italy and Portugal, his native land. He has executed
Col. Ed. Fletcher for this ckigs | 9 ; i A | s_ovgral_ national monuments as commissions for his government. Had the war not

It is peculfarly fitting that this sculpture should be here, mn.- 1 complicated everything, he might have attended the unveiling of this work in Sen
the first Alta Califormia-spot touched on by a European in the di-emw °f m i, Diego a month ago, Surely he was a happy choice for the making of this, our
lands. Cabrillo (the Portuguese name, Joao Rodrlguos Cabrilho) was a mut m‘b!.- A f-:'f' _ . newest, civic monument, |

tious Portuguese explorer, seeking additional conquests for Spain, 'm',m'o__?-'tr_;-og_ll B ' Such a sculpture is indeed for the Fortuguese, and for us, an incpiration
the "Dean of European Nations," 800-year old Portugal; today San Diego 1! prond_- ' toward constructive achievement, It also stimulates our interest in knowing more
and happy to have many Portuguese as fellow-citigens. Also, 031!1'1110 cmh'ro ol D | },j: the almost unique, pioneer navigation by the old Portuguese and the leadership and
via Mexico (New Spain), sailing from Navidad June 27, 1542, to enter our. "mm‘- . . vast dominions of the Spanish, a8 well as the very special achievements of Cabrillo
closed and very good," Sept. 28, 1542. Through thh statue we have u vhlblo Ay '- h.@niélt. For he "discovered us" 60 years before Viscaino, who tried his best to
reminder of our long friehdship with nolgh‘boring Mexico, today ou of tho Unttol e oraqq‘miior records that might detract from his own fame. Cabrillo also shared
Nations. This monument, which Ggvernor Olson tried to secure for Oakhnd. aﬂor ~ 4n the finding of Oaxaca, Mexico, in 1520, in the taking o.f Guatemala, Vera Paz,

Portuguese representative, Sr. Ferro, 45 cahrnlo Oivl.c c‘.lu‘bn. lllvor Bout anﬁu : r Ban mvidor and Him He made the preparations for several Spanish expedi-
Senatots Shelley, Breed and Nielsen had "0“'1 fﬁr its 100!‘1011 1!1 'ﬂ D’-‘Oo L i P tionl and, sﬂor sailing here, went north, to die "before his time," because of an
logically should be here. Great mdit {s due Col. ld. l‘lotehu' for hil ton £ B .cciunt. on an hhnd off. Santa Barbara. Henry R. Wagner's very recent blography

and efficiency in thus ucuring it for its aito hora at tho toot of I.onll l_' SO 5, % of cm-uu shounld !.nternt San Diegans, And this statue itself may stir us to a

Point Loma. :ronmdwtn&r of our city's history. For Cabrillo called our locale San Miguel;

The work stands 14 feet high sbove its base, s0. ";':_:;  planned by ":;-;‘j-;j}jf,-f ,_ i-'_;;'_ hnt curioully enough, the oity as we know it was called 0ld Town, from its first real

% '.'; ﬁ' _ Y -‘_‘ g
W¥n. Templeton Johnson and others.: A ﬁ-ton grani'h :l'imr. ot ﬂ;j.«.; ﬂiﬂlmt 1n that uction R W i 5 p01 sy

"of honor and coursge," it 1is orontd. tya m‘“ “‘ llrs. 'n. Pu:ton Our h the one who had the vision to place in San Diego

above, the Christian cross.

lt h l "ti-lplio.;‘:':’” B ;',ff"'-é‘?'ﬁﬁ'hlt“lomlnt iih thil %0 the hosor and memory of Cabrille. Col. Bd. Fletcher

rorunrm. to see that this shounld ‘bwulo a reality.
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[CABRILLO NATIONAL MONUMENT.]

By the Presivent of the Wnited States of Hmerica i Rz . i 5 _
_ . 'Fs_ i B [CABRILLO NATIONAL MONUMENT—CALIFORNIA]

#l Proclamation.

"%y the Presivent of the United States of Hmerica

HEREAS, by section 2 of an Act of Congress approved June 8, 1906 - 5 Tar i U UL RN B B 2§ ptOCIamaﬂon
(34 Stat. 225), the President was authorized “in his discretion, to 40 S
declare by public proclamation historic landmarks, historic and prehistoric
structures, and other objects of historic or scientific interest that are situ-
ated upon the lands owned or controled by the Government of the United
States to be national monuments, and may reserve as a part thereof parcels

of land, the limits of which in all cases shall be confined to the smallest objecta of historic or gcmnhﬁc interest that are situated upon the lands owned or
area compatible with the proper care and management of the objects to be ‘ ~ controlled by the Government of the United States to be national monuments, and
protected”; o may reserve as a part thereof parcels of land, the limits of which in all cases shall

AND WHEREAS when Cabrillo sailed into San Deigo Bay on the 28th iss: . b confined to the smallest ares compatible with the proper care and management
day of September, 1542, Point Loma was the first land sighted; and The R ' of the objects to be protected’;

Order of Panama, an organization composed of representative citizens _ ‘Awb Wazeas, when Juan Rodrigues’ Cabrillo, the discoverer of Californis,
of Southern California, has applied for permission to construct a herojc S sailed into San Diego Bay on the 28th day of September, 1542, Point Loma, which

statue of Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, the discoverer of California, on Point i . lies within the military reservation of Fort Rosecrans, California, was the first land
Ioma which lies within the military reservation of Fort Rosecrans, Cali- e 7o * sighted by him; ; :

fornia, and has requested that a suitable site be set apart for such monument ; s

Now TuEReEFOre, I, Wooprow WiLsoN, President of the United _ . Avp WrEazas, the President of the United States did, by Proclamation No,
States of America, under authority of the said Act of Congress do hereby P R -1255’ dated Ootober 14, 1913, declaro and proclaim, under authority of said Act of
reserve as a site for the said monument, the following described parcel of A e B e Congress, the following described parcel of land situated on Point Loma within the
: limits of the military reservation of Fort Rosecrans, California, to be a national

land situated on Point Loma within the limits of the military reservation
: . b : monument to commemorate the discovery of California by Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo
of Fort Rosecrans, California, and do hereby declare and proclaim the on the 28th day of September, 1542, viz:

same to be a national monument to commemorate the discovery of Cali-
fornia by Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo, on the 28th day of September, 1542, viz: Beginning at & monument 53 ft. from Southeast corner of the Old

I ? 5

L
= p

225), the President was suthorized ““in his discretion, to declare by public
proclamation historic landmarks, historic and prehistoricstructures, and other

L - AT Lighthouse, Point Loma (true az, 6° 26’); thence, true az. 262° 50°, -
eginning at a monument 53 ft. from Southeast corner of th — f S e T ‘ 25 feet; thence, true az. 234° 09’, 36 feet; thence, true az. 210° 47,
Old Lighthouse, Point Loma (true az. 6° 26'): thence, true az. 292 50, | . . 3b feet; thence, true az. 191° 14’, 563 feet; thence, true az. 175° 56',
25 feet; thence, true az. 234 og 36 feet; thence, true az. 210° 47',/ | A e A DO 57 feet., thence, true az. 159° 26’, 33 feet; thence, true az. 138° 29’,
35 feet; thence, true az: 191 14, 53 feet; thence true az. 175 56' 57 74. AT e 7116 feet; thence, true az. 7° 39’, 170 feet, thence, true az. 349° 56/,

43 feet; thence, true az. 337° 58’ 25 feet; thence, true az, 332° 14/,
FRRna S 38 feet, to the point of begmnmg containing 21,910 square feet, more
SRRl i Cor leaa,

feet; thence true -az. 159 26', 33 feet; thence, true az. 138 29, 115§
feet; thence true az. 7° 39, 170 feet; thence true az. 349 56’ 43 feet;
\:hence tru az. 337° 58 25 feet; thcnce true az. 332° 14, 35 feet, t
he point o Ibeginming; containing 21,910 square feet, more or ]e_] " The area above comprises all the parcel of ground within the loop
The ar¢ga above comprises all the parcel of ground within the op RiG AR RSP Bt i S et of tho Point Loma Boulevard where it encircels tho Old Lighthouse,
of the Point Loma Boulevard where it encircles the Old nghthouse, ot s RIS S e “but does not include any of the roadway.
but does not include any of the roadway. “ s S A Axn Wnnms, The Order of Panama, an organization composed of represent-

gn Mﬂmssﬂwmm’ l bave hereuntousetJ hand and caused ; “'\.',"'- t : “’ltwa ‘nmnﬂ Of southm Cahfomla, ‘was granted pel'mlSSlon by Bald pmclﬁmnuon

‘11

the seal of the United States to be affixed. e St f;.'. e j‘?to constmct 8 memonal statuo to Cabrillo on the said national monument site so
Done at the City of Washington this fourteenth day of Octo- PRI e | ,, d°°1“°d ! '
ber; in the year of our Lord one thousand  nine. BUne ey s ,,,__,,-;;;‘-:jjlj-':jzi'.,.,.. AND Wmmns, 1t nppaars t.het the said Order of Panama has never exercised
Loed dred'and thirteen, and the Independence.of the United = AL th° privilego gcnnted toit as “mmmd and is a defunct organization and has been
States the one hundred and thirty-elghth FeReatt '°f°" 8 numbar of years; | |
WL S R T i ___;;";ANDWnuu, an orgamzntmn known as the Native Sons of the Golden West,
5 WOODROW WILSON L -’patriétlo organization of the State of Californis, mt«erested and engaged in iden-

By the President:
W. J. Bryax
Secretary of State.

ikt A e A B and marhng thh tableta a.nd monumante those placea situated within the
.'::'5::)..:'1'."1-'.'.-'. 1Y .‘5‘ el T |,,'\ 3 ’15 -
Pk ,'f 'i"‘,":'.:;.':_l"-f""' i R ot *h of his no mtoreet to the St.ate and Natlon, has apphed for permnmon to erect

[No. 1255.]

ppliaad s R el S
ot b ke

'Y HEREAS, by 8ection 2 of an Act of Congress spproved June 8, 1906 (34 Stat. |

-~
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Now, TrerErorg, I, Calvin Coolidge, President of the United States of America,
do hereby authorize the said Native Sons of the Golden West to erect at Point Loma
upon the site above described a suitable monument in commemoration of the dis-
covery of California by Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo on the 28th day of September, 1542,
the said monument to be of such design and structural material as will bo acceptable
to the Secretary of War, the design thereof to be submitted to and approved by him
before the work is begun, and the monument to be erected under the supervision
of such military authority as may be designated by him, '

In THituess FWhereof, I have hereunto set my hand and caused the
seal of the United States to be affixed.

Doxe at the City of Washington this 12th day of May, in the year of

our Lord one thousand nine hundred and twenty six, and of sthe

[sear]  Independence of the United States of America the one hundred and
fiftieth. :

CALVIN COOLIDGE

By the President:
Frank B. KeLLoGG
Secretary of State

[No. 1773]
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Maroch 6th, 1940

Hon. Ed4 Fletoher
335 Walnut St.
San Diego, Calir.

¥y dear Mr, Fletcher:

I have just been requested to
write to you and give all tho information I might
have regarding the sculptor of the Cabdbrillo statue,
and so I am pleased to let you know that his name
is: Alvaro De Brée, and his address : .

Quinta do Monte S.Miguel
Barcarena, Fortugal.

He is a young fellow of charming personality and
great ablility, adout thirty five years of age, native
of Portugal and from a distinguished family and he
studied not only in the Fine Arts Sohool of Lisbdon,
Portugal, but also under some of the world famous
master soulptors of France and Italy, who have praised
his work very highly. ‘

In Portugal he has already made a reputation for
himself and in recognition of his oreative genius, he
has been commissioned on various oocasions dy the

Portuguese Governmsnt to execute some national monuments.

I am enclosing a Post Card photograph whioh he
sent me last year and whioh you can have reproduced
if you wish, but please return it to me, after it has
served its purpose, because I have no other coples.

I take this opportunity to refer to your letter
of February 20th and to let you know that the photos
of the Cabrillo statue previously mailed to you, were
sent with the compliments of ocur Cludb and we hope they
were just what you desired.

I trust we shall soon have ococasion to meet again
and discuss various things I have in mind and whioh I

believe, will interest you. g -
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| CABRTLIO ~- by Philip Mprse

Cabrillo, sailing from the south, discovered a land-
locked hé.rbor." Legend from the records of the City

of Mexico.

Great ,deeds obscure the lesser, as the sun

. outshines the stars until his course is run,

Then, through the embers of the dying day,

o The evening starzbeams forth with steady ray.

So has the lustre of Columbus' fame
Through centuries eclipsed that humbler name,
7111, in the afterglow, we catch afar,

‘High in the golden west, Cabrillés star.

How brief the annals of this man.
we learn of him as one may scan
Upon a stone in slender phrase

'A name , a date, a word of praise,

" Cabrillg,sailing from the south,"
Past island, gulf and river's mouth,
His craft no guiding chart could boast.
Upon his right an alien coast,

Two thousand leagues of unknown sea
Upon his left:, yet bravely he

gailed to the north, while on the rim
of southern seas the stars grew dim
And disappeared. New planets swung
Into his ken:, the pole . star hung

“ Tts constant beacon for his course,

' The hurricane, with mighty force,
“swept down on his rude caravel:
‘Yet'never. once his courage fell
‘Yet never once his purpose failed:,
So from the south Cabrillo sailed.

0 _memofa.ble' gcptember day:ii
. When o'er the waters, far away,
' He caught Poilhtlioma's headland high

Against an azure western sky,

‘son ot and ‘at its feet the narrow way

. mhat opened to the landlocked bay.
~nn i iand he-sailedb in where ne'er before

e LA keel had plowed, while from the shore
o rhe: wondering  savages looked on,

v

Nor knew an empire had been won.
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