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Thu biB ranch interests in Imperial -County, Calif. have been able 
to fool ~ho people iuto beli evin.g tb.s.t t!ley concei V6d the idea of the 
All-A~er1cun Canal and that they have paid for it. Nothing further 
could.bo from the truth. 

As readers of the Newsl6tter "'rHE PIONEEF.S WERE F.All,lffi.ES" will re
call, the original Pioneers were little farmers who got 160 acres per 
person u.o.d.0r t1?,e Eomestead Act of 1862. Because 75% of the water of 
the Colorado River came to the Imperi.tll Vally in the months of June, 
July, and August, there was only~,% left to be used as irrigation 
water from the month of Ootober thro~g.b. the Winter and early Spring. 

eUT IN THE WINTER MON1I'HS ~41ID E..~RLY SPRING WHEN BIG PROFI'i1S COULD 
BE MADE IF ri1HE OHOP3 WERE HBRVESTED .11ND SENT TO TEE CONSUMERS IN THE 
BIG CITIES DACK i!.;AST, often there were no crops of winter vegetables 
and fruits because the cro~s had withered because of lack of irrigation 
water. SO M.4.NY OF TI-IE ORIGINAL LITTLE ]'J\RMER.S WENT BROKE AND BIG 
L.ANIDV!NING CORPORBTIONS BOUGHT THEM OUT FOR P1l.c1CTICALLY NOTHING. 

It must ~e understood that the Mexican Go~ernment when it permitt
ed the dry bed of the Alamo River in Baja California, Mexico to be used 
to brin~ water to the portion of the Imperial Valley in California! U~S., 
that this agreem-ent with the California Development Co. had a provision 
that the ~exican portion of the Imperial Valley must get ½ of the water. 
Readers will recall that the monopolists in the Imperial Valley just 
across the border in Mexico who had the big rancbe~ had first chance 
at the irrigation water as it came in the Alamo River for 60 miles 
and 10 .rr.iles bebw t.he Mexican- U .s. border and paral,.lel to it• SO 
IN THE Wil'ffER AND E,ARLY $?RING THES$ BIG RANCHES VWJ: OH HAD ~JICUSANDS 
OF ACRES GRABE.ED THE WATER FIRST 11ND THEID; WAS VERY r..rrrT:iE LEFT FOR THE 
LITTLE Rl1NCHL1£ OF 'i1IIE IMPERIAL VALLEY' OF TH.E U.S. So the oropE would 
often w~ ther in the winter and early spring and as the little ren.c.b.eTS 
h.e1•e failed. the absentee l"'nd~wners bought them out at very low prices, 

THE SHORT.BGE OF WAT.ER WAS SO .ACUTE IN THE IMPER1.4L V_~LLEY OF CALIF
ORNIA THAT THE IMPERIAL IRRIGNrlON DISTRICT FORBID NJrY NEW L.~ND B:!{~NG 
PUT INTO AGRIClTLTURE • This was changed after the i3o.ulder Dam anc 
the All-~merican Canal was built. 

About 1915, a man by the nam.-e Mark Rose who was an original Pi~neer 
'llho arrived. here about 1901, got together with a group of oth~rs 1;~.LA1 

~ot land on the East Mesa which is about the general area of ..,o mi ..... es 
.:tast of Holtville where Mark Rose li veC.. This East Mss.a land is at 
E. higher elevation than the land supplied by the water coming i.n i,~-

th6 

:;~am.o River. So it could not be supplied with water by ?h&~P gra?ty 
~·.low from the Alamo River. In additioL., the big monopolistic r&.n._,~es 
tn. Mexio.o were grabbing the watsr ahead of the Americans in the u.o. 

The U.S .. Government b.ad about 191C built the Laguna DE\!Il a~ross. the 
~olorado River so that water could be sent to the Yumo Valley_ in Arizon-? 
ond to the Indian Reservation on the Of;llifornia side -:;f thE:'1 fa.var. _.!tfark 
bse and his friends conceived the idea of using the Laguna .pum a".la . 
tiartfng the All-Arr.erican Canal from the California side. of 1 t W bring 
)rater to the East Mesa to be used as irrigation. If t.t.1.s w.t.n."8 d?ne,. 
'-.he:re would be even less water for Iriperial Valley in Mrucj,c--, !~

nd i.n 
~~ltforr.ie. since the inlet for t..he water to enter the p.amo R.i ver was 
at tuQ:r,2,\ 10 nil es South of the Laguil!.a DaJn.. · 

~a't-e)..b-, -th~l)j~..1.~ ..... SoutJl--0.i" .. -t.o.e....oo,nid and t,b.e. li ttls 
\ 

\ 

\ 
\· 
\ 

\ 
\ 



farmers of Imperif.11 Valley in th--e u.s. objeote.d to the pla.n of' Mark Rose 
because they knew that it would resL1l t in less water for them. The U s 
Dept . of Interior was consulted and advised T.d.AT THE BUILDING OF AN ALL_: 
AMERICAN CANAL JUST '110 SUPT'LY THE E.AS'J.l MESA WAS USELESS UNLESS A DAM WAE: 
BUILT AT BOPLDER CANYON SO THAT rrsHE COLORADO RIVER WATER WOULD B.ri: CON
TROLLED SO '11IAT THERE WAS A SUPFICIENT SUPPLY OF WATER IN THE WINTER AND 
SPRING. 

So 1,It~rk R0se and his followers changad the plan so a Boulder Dam 
should be built and also an ALL-1™ti.RICAN CANAL whi~h should bring water 
to the E~st Mesa and continae to the Imperial Irrigation District and 
also ~upp,ly the District. With this oha.nge in plan, the little farmers 
~e:e 1n favor of following Mark Rose and in 1918 began lobbyiug activ
ities to get Congress to build· the Boulder frdill and the All-American 
Canal. It most t»e note,1 that it was not the United States which force( 
these projects on Imperial Valley, Calif. It was the people of this 
Co1:rnty_ who exerted influence and lobbying activities on Congress to get 
this B~CAUS.d; BY THIS TIM~ Tru!.:Y i.N.i!W THAT 11':.t::l.tillii COULD NOT B.cl. t:,UOC.i!JSS1!7DL 
LITEE F,ARMERS IN IMPERIAL COUNTY VNLF.SS A STEADY SUPPLY OF IRRIG,,,TION 
WATER COULi> B.!E OB'l1.t\INED IN 'IHE V/INTER l!ND SPRING MONTlIS. 

Congressman Fbil Swing was elected and for 10 years he proposed 
laws allthorizing the Boulder Dam. Project and the .411-Am.erican Canal. The 
reason that things took such a long time was that the big ranches across 
the.border fearing loss of irrigation water began a publicty campaign 
against the p:r:ojet,ts. They were led by t.he Los .Angeles Times which witt 
its associates was the owner of an 800 .,030 acres rancho These big ranch-:-· 
es ~ad as allies the powerful California Gas & Electric Co., the Souther.::1 
Qa~ifornia Edison Co., the San Diego Gas and Electri.c Co., and the 
.Arizona Public Service Co. wnich objecte! to the entire scheme as 
SOCIAL.ISM particularly so because the Federal Government was going to 
make hyd.roelectrici ty at the Boulder Dam and becau ,3 e the Imperial Irri
gation District was going into the business of selling electricity. 

With the passage of time, the plan was changed so that a new Dam 
called the Imperial Dam was to be made about lC miles North of the 
Laeuna Dam and that the All-American Canal was to st?rt from the Imper
ial Dam and not from the Laguna Dam. 

In 1928, Congress approved the building of the Boulder Dam and it 
was completed in 1935. It must be realized that without the Boulder 
Dum the Colorado River could not be controlled and that the All-American 
Canal is llSeless by i tsel.f. THE PAYM1,NT FOR THE BOULDER DAM WAS BY THE 
TAXES 0]' ALL THE CITIZENS OF TIIE UNITED STATES. 

But for the Imperial Dam and the All-American Canal which cost 
abo~t $30 millions, 5 Irrigation Districts in Arizona and the ?oachella 
11.'T~gation District and Imperial Irrigation District and the City of 
San Diego, all in Oalifornia, oblj_ga'ted themselves. to pa:(. for the 
lmpe:rial Dam and the All-.Araerican Canal .. Even Mex1.co pays for the 
water to Mexico was to run into the .All-American Canal and after going 
through the Pilot Knob plant to make electricity, was to be diverted 
back to "Ghe Colorado River for use of the ranches below the border. 

Since the Imperial Irrigation Dis~riot was to get 60% of th~., :~a ~~,1 
";he District was to pay back about 60% of the cost. 30 D() NOT Bt.,LI .i!N.6 
AU., THE IJ.ES THAT THE .IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT IS EA YING . ALL THE 
~4ST. Anyone who has bought the average home of $1~,0?0 to ~15!000 . ~ 
tn F.H.A. should know that by the time he pays for it in 2~ O! 2? year, 
)hat with interest and taxes, he has paid . twice the cost o~ tne uor:~e. 
Re should also realize that each 20 ~ears, he keeps on paying the cost 
Of hit home. With the Imperial ,Dam and the All-.nmerican Can~l, the 
!'~deral Government did not charge any interest and for the f~rst ,,...10_ Y00 

$0 payments at all were made to the government. SO PR:CrrIC,h;L! r.:;,P~.-IB::: 
~{G, THE IMPERIAL IRRIGATION DISTRICT VJILL NEV1tR PAY IT£[> TR1,Ji.!, .i. uL;-.R.lli 0.1! 
7-i.E COST OF THE IMPERIAL DAM AND THE CA~. The truth 1s thav the 
Jl'ed.e-ral Government owns the ]J:tperial Dani and the All-American Canal •. 
The Imperial Irrigation District puts out lies to make th~ people thi: 
~towns these projects. Mark Rose got outfoxed forte> this ~ay, no 
W1¼te1:> is delivered to the East Mesa. The residents of Imperial CoUJ1ty 
al.so g,ot fooJ,ed by t,b.e big ranches which control the I.I.D. for they 
have ~n swind.loo. io. high elect.r:loit.y bill.s by the I.I.D. to get the 
~,,-.n -3y to 'ie.1_:;ay the -<:knr-ernment. THE BIG Rt,NCHES bSCAPE PI!YMENT. • • 
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