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The Milme Bay Distr.ct ids a maritime one and
ean rightly be termed the "Island Distriet" of the Territory
of Papua. In addition to the easterm extremity of the
mainland, the Di:itriet embraces the arehipelagos of
D'Eatrecasteaux, Woodlark, Trobriands, Lusansay and lovisiude.
The District comprises approxizately 50,000 syuare ndi.z, of
whieh only ©¢,900 square miles is ropfuentod by land m«ss.
Consequently i1t must be realised that sea travel betwaen
islands i. time eonsuming. Within the Distriet are
approximately 160 islands vhich have been named and a further
500 islets aud atolls which, although visited periodieally by
Ratives or fishing or shelling VOyages, ¢arry no permanent
poyulrtion.

Much of the area on ‘he mainland is occupied by
the rountains of the main eentral range whith lose &Lm
ia an irregular dip towards the forked tail, which the
outline of New Guinea suggests oa x map. Rum off is shont
'm the stream flov rapid. The only sizeable rivers are the

- Ruaba euptying into Gocdemough Bay om the north coast and the

Sagaral into Mul'ins Harbour om the south eoast. The
.geological map of New Guinea (l1952) zepresents almost the
" whole of the mainland portiom of the District and one half of
the I;'lltroeutuuz group of islands as oscupied by Mesczoie
and Pelacoz: ic metamorphies associated with which are a rew

. small oeccurrences of granitle rocks. The Cape Vogel PMW
appears on ‘»1031.‘1 maps u upper Tertiary sediments with

w volulh m&tn of %he same age. Im eeonomie gevlogy,

the Distriet figures esrly and mct ingloriously in the history Ji

 papus. The earliest efforts to wia wderground wealth im

e
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spproxiiately 84,000, of waiem 23,000 sre Iocated: an. the
-mmxmma,mummmuw»
drea and 53,00 in the chain af archipelags . The non-
indigenous pogulatior is apprazinate g %70. Mhmm
native populatioa of 200.

cantrel for mere than forty sears.

T | '| 

Sapua. mAmﬂMd&mmalm
pepulation off 200 and = native pepviation of 900. Iand
e ustablishment of a satallite towa om the nemrhy mainland,




Mainland and Cape Vogel Ares.
#ainland - Milne Bay Area.
D'Entrecasteaux Islands.
Evagaois - Misima Island.

Esa'ala

gt The Assistant District 0fficer at Samgral in
addition to actiug as Assistant to the District m-iam/
District Officer, is responsihle for the controi of the
south mainland nogst and the numercus islands within a
radius cof fifty miles of Semarai. When staff permits,

which is very infrequent, the Assistzat District Officer is ;
assisted by a Petrol Officer or Cadet Patrol Officer. |

BANIARA.

Baniara Sub-Distriet Headquarters are located on
Mosqaito Island which comprises 70 acres. The population
of the Sub-Pistrict is ajwroximately 13,000 of whom 8,500
are domiciled on the coastal fringe of the mainland. The
rematider of the population live on the slopes of the
l.sii range.

The whole of Mosquito Island is planted with
coconuts. The water supply cowmes from rain water tanks _
and brackish wells. Firewood has to be ferried from the
mainland. There is no oloctﬂeity supply.

Doguray which is the H~ :dqmrtor’ of tbe Bishop of

the Anglican Mission, is located in this sub-District. 1
wh

e

The staff at Baniara co-nruu an Acting Auisunt 7 :
District Officsr, Patrol Oificer, Cadet Pgtrol Oftic.r rr S
and Medical Assistant. | A f &

y

'l m”u war patro. post cf chu):‘ has novw been
rmgm ,”j’mmu site of W a¥ the mtm




extremity of Milne Bay. The Assistant Districi Officer
in charge is responsible #op the centrol of the Milme Bay

area and the north east coast to cabo Frere. The Assistant

District Cffisa» 1s also responsible for the guidance of
the activities of the Balaba and Tavara Village Councils,

the {irst Couneils to be established in the Milne Bay
District,

The Administration staff at Gehua comprises an

Assistant District Officer (Native Authorities) and a
Cagdet P2trol Officer.

BRA-ATA:

Esa-aly Sub-District Headquarters are located at
the north eastern end of Normanby Island. The Assistant
District Officer in charge is ieaponsibln for the § &N
m:l.ltration of Coodenough, Fergusson and lomby Islands, | :'
Dobu Ilhnd. Sanaroca, the Amphlett Group, Egum Groua, i
Marshall Beunett, Woodlark, Alcester ard Laughlan Islancs,
The area is a vast one, and as most islands lie off 'noml.
shipping lanes, coas!deradls inconvenience of movemeny is
experienced. The smaller isla.d groups ars exposed to th

Psavy south east season, and patrols can only bo att
when adequate shipping is evailable.

The jopuhtion of this scattered Sub-District is f | :

i amaliee | TR

. 8alamo, the main centre of the Methodist Overseas |

Mission is in the Bsa-alu Sub-District. The only Hansemide {4 &
solony in Eastera Papua is at Ubula, off the vest coast of |

lorinby Island.

ﬁw Administration is developing a Native Hospital
at Mapamoiwa on Fergusson Island. Mapamoiwa 1s approximately f,
30 mdles morth ‘sest of Esa-ala. |




The starr jn the Sub-Distric: comprisoss
- Alazaly : assistaat District Officur and two Patrol Officers.
dakauciva: W‘.Otri«r on malarial

This Sub-3tation 1s located on K.Lrivﬁ Islane is.
The Trobriand Group, The Assistant District Officer is
resgonsibie for the con*rel of the Trobyiand Group, the.

Lusancay and Jouveney Islands. The native population is
&ppreximately 9,000,

The s8aLf at Losuia comgrisss ap Assistens Nistrict § .

: $
Officer, Cadet Patrol officer and Medical Assistant.

b i

Bwagaoia on Misima Island, was, until 19%0, a | &
thriving gold mining centre. Operatioas are now Negligiblas "
Ihe population of the Sub~District is 3,000 seattered over &
Misima, Sudest and Bossel Islands and e nwaerous islets
of the Calvados Ghain, Patrolling is governed by the
. awallability of vessels. |

5

The staff ab Misima cowprises an Assistant Distedes |

an b b <]

Qfficer, Patrol Officer and nahive !“dical Practitioner.

The ataff of the District iy as foldavss
Ristrict Commissioner/Bis::ict Officer
&33istant District Officer
Ses Clesk

Treasury Clerk

Typiste

Civil Affairs Assistant
Poatmaster

(8




Senior Ragio Telegraphist
Senior Radio Technician
Radio Female Assistancs (2)
District Education Officer

Area Rducation Officur
Education Officer
Collector of Customs
Female Assistant Customs
Works Supervisor
Seaior Carpenters (2)
Senior Plumber
Senicr Mechanie
Seaior Electrician
Officer in Charge Police
Co-operative Officer
8tores Officer
Storeman
Female Assistants (Stores) 2
Regilonal Agricultural Officer
Agricultural Officers (3)
Copra Inspector
Manager Baibara Estate
Overseer Baibara Estate
Harbour :amster =
‘Master Enginser (2)
GEHIIA (R INARALA) ¢
Assistant District Officer
i re Ga:st Patrol Officer

Assistant District Officer
Patrol firicer
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Assistant Distriet Officer
Cadet Patrol Officer

European Medical Assista.t

17 AR

Assistant L trict Officer

Patrol Officers (2)
deRang) a:

Medical Officof

European Madical Assistant
BWALAQTA:

Assistant Distriot Officer
Patrol Officer

Co-operative Officer

Netive lec ical Prac*itionar.

3. lative Admiaisixakion.
(1) (a) Copments on Patrols:

The patrol prugrm§ for this year sk ws a marked
Improvement in Patrol activity compared with tﬂ: previous
year. Figures would have been more eatertaining if
Adzinistration vessels, such as trawlers M.V. "Hucu" and
“Mangguna", had been commissioned foi t he whole ye:r under
roview,. At bh§ commencemeut of the “ear "Huon" wae tied up
for at least three months undergoing mjof repairs. 8oon

after "Huon" wes placed in commission the ckip was

teupor;.rily transterred to Manus. "Managuna®” was effective

sor approximately eight mouths of the ycar. However twenty
four (24) patrols were conducted, an increase of seven (7)
over the preceding year, aund “¢va3 spent on patrulling

‘uareased from 308 to 645,
The patrcls conduc.ed were as follows:

‘

Baniara Sub-Distriet 9 patrols 193 day
Hisima Svh-Jastrict 4 patrols 73 agy 9
Esa-¢la Sub-Distudet 8 petrols 236 days
Samarail Sub Dist.oier 2 patrois 20k days

Losuis Sub~Pi;crict 1 patrol
AR ‘.""";‘"' L

o s




-8 e

In addition to this figure Cadet Patrol Officers
i training in patrol Procedure ca-

the District COmnissioner/Diatriet Officer 63 days ca

Tegular inspection tours, the Assistant District Officer

(Native Authorities - Gehua) 38 days and the Assistant
District Officer Samarai 30 days on Native Labour

inspections ang Court me ¢t
submitted.

ers, for which repoxts were not
This does not take into acr.runty journeys of
less than 48 hours duration, The 2¢tual minimum figures
for patrolling is therefore 874%. It would Yo time
consuming to estimats tho daily Journeys made by sfficeérs
in the performance of their duties.

Patrols were carried out in a normel routine

manner. There was “othing speetacvlar .in the patrol

programme. Patrols were congistent in manner and were of
a regular » e,

L. drsas Patrolled and Purvoses.

As already stated, the entire District is under full

Administration comtrol. Patrols conducted were of a

routine nature only and were coacerned omly with inspections

of general welfare, census taking, the olservance of any
ekanges in the social background of the native peoples

&mn vhom Administration inspired activity has been accepted.

In this regard I refer to Councils, Co-operatives and the

earnest extension programme of the Department of Agriculiure. d

It was pleasing this year, however, to see that
patrols had been conducted in the :ally neglected areas of
the Woudlark Islands, the Alcester Islands and the more
remote and completely isnhtod Laughlan Islands. This
%slands Group received two (2) patrols this year. The
patrols emanated irom Esa-ala only by the fact that a ship
was svailable Cor the patrnl parties at a very specified
time., It is refreshiig too, to see that a patrol lrom
Saicarai slong tho south coast sav fit to walk through the

ried ocut 97 days on patml




main range onto the north east coaat and verminate at
Baniara. On tpe other hand

» at Esa-ala, staff has been
tied up or restricted iy meeting the demands of the
possible eruption of lominan,

Ohu ‘nd Dob\l. m’ D'J‘
Fitzer's effort in descending Lominan crater is commeandezple.
I know that other oificers have shown themselves to great

advantage, but mot with his small term of office. The

Vuicanologist, Mr. Taylor, was full of praise for Fitzer.

I hope, and sincerely hope, thst next year a more
systamatic and prolonged patrolling rrogramnc can be endured. .
This will d-pend upon an efficient shipping service, and a * §
body of officers previously trained in patrolling. Inm the |
small land mass of this District, there is arduous mountain
patrolling - at sea it requires a good seaman of contented
stomach, a sense of good humour and & syupathetic approsch
to uncomfortable travel.

3¢ (1) (e} MNaw Areas.

It bus been said, and I have also said it, that
there i .e uo new .reas in the District which have been
considered under full Administrative control.

b .ver, I feel that tb re may be small groups of
geopis living in the mountain r ges where the Abau Sub-
Pistrict (Uentral District) and the Baniara (liln; B~
District) have a common bouadary. The establishment of a
nev Patrol Post at Kone ~“iva on the south coast of this
District, may allay any .rs because of the isolation of
these native people.

The purposes of future patrcliing will be to
intensify contact with the native people and to provide the
rative people with sympathetic gnidanee on all aspects of

Adrinistration policy.




Tregulariy Visited
starse inereases

can be carried o

in respect %o experienced Personnel, patrols

ut to Search eVery nook and eranny.

3« (1) (a) Quta tagq; '

Jgder this heading hothing could pe even
réported uypon, The Poople are lav-abiding, have a desire
to improve their lop and intensely doyal to

People received during the War was froam Administration
officers whonm they knew, Such treatment did not ecue from
the enemy,

All‘patrols were of a routine nature. However,
in the V'Entrecasteaux Islands, it is refreshing to see
and sometimes heay of the trewendous sndeavour of rative
People to safeguard themselves and others from the effects
of a possible oruption of lominau or Olav. The native
Pecple have accepted the Adrinistration's evacuation
programme and, I think, will abide by it, This was borne
out in Mr. Fitgzer's patrol to the floor of lominsn erater,

3¢ (L(e). aad (D

There were no attanrks op patrols, and no new

anthropological data was collected,

3. (1) Saklve Jlellaxe and Food Supplies

Food supplies have Leea adequate throughout the

year, There was a silght shortage in the Wedau area, where
an extreme food shortage occurs for a few monthe ennually,
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For many years Past the Wedau people relied upon Government
a3sistance durirg the drought pariod. However this jear,
the paople produced sufficient copra, the revenue from which
enabled them to purchase food.

There has been an abundance of food in the
D'Entrecasteaux and Trobriand Islands. The yam harvest was
an excellent one.

In the vicinity of SBamarai the freak tides of
February, 1957 caused some damage to low lying garden areas.

The work of Agricultnral Extensior Officers is
continuing in the establishing ot economic crops and the
distributior. of seed for the improvement of sitaple diets.
Agricultural patrols have been sctive in most parts of the
District, and special attention has been paid to the
desirability of extending existing coconut plantings and the
establishment of new areas. Demonstration driers of
different types have been erected ir certain areas with a
viev to improving the rmiity ¢~ eopra. These small family
driers osve becoming popular with the native people, .nd
during the last six months 22 driers have been erected in
various villages. The copra produced has been graded by
the Copra Inspector as first quality Hot Air.

Experiments with Robusta and Arabica coffee are
continuing. Small pilot plots of l..busta coffee have beenr
plant.d in the Sagarai valley, on the south ard north-east
coasts, in Milune Bay and the D'Entrecasteaur, Misima, Sudast
and Rossell Islands. It is estimated that there is
something of the order of 800 to 1,000 Robusta coffee pilot
plots in various stages of Jeve_..pment, It must be borne in
mind that these plots are of an oxperimental nature only.

The position in ragaré to Araliica coffee is quite
diZferent, since on the bas’'s of reperts it 1s ccncluded
that this strain will beur satisfactorily in the moantain
v +-teriand of Goodeuough Bay. Thore are approxinately 400
pilot plots in this area and f?tty three (53) of these plots
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873 nov being expanded to 500 trees in sach plot.

T~ has been the poliey of the Regional
Agricultural Officer at Samarai tn encoursge the adoption
of rice into the normal staple food crop cycle. 4s a
rnsult, there are many smalil rice gardens scattered
throughout the Pistrict whose number would )robably be of
the order of 150 or 200 covering a planted area of 100
écres. The paddy obtainnd from these plentings is stored
in the villages and eaten by the people as required, after
huskir3 with a pestle and mortar and winnowirg basket.

Peaaute continue to bs grown on a small scale
Tor luzal consumption.

Sxop Plantings. (Estimates of present tolals in field.)

Coffeec Arabica 15,000 trees

Coffee Robusta 50,000 Trees

Coeoa 35500 trees

Rica 100 acraes

Peanats 10 aeras.

3. (11) (o) Riandards of Adving.

Notwithstanding the fact that the whole of the
District has besn under full ,duinistration control for
apyroximately 40 yesis, the general staniard of uvnj
uli be regarded as iow. The greater perceitage of
population inhebit small hamlets seattered along the
coastal frings. An exceptioa 1s the Trobriand Islaads,
which are low-lying and could proudo an opportunity
towards corcertiration.

In the Milne Bay area, houses are still being
erected of the scrap materials ‘eft over from army
occupation. I will be a gooa .ning when all the black
iron, introduced by the Army, is no longer available.

In the Islands Sub-Distriets, thateh for roping
ix scarce and in many cases has to be purchased from the
p.inland people. There are mo lavge stands of sago or

kips palm in the District. For the most part, the sago
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Palm 1s hand cultivated.
to obtain,

Good grass thetch too is difficult

It must be admitted that considerable sums of
money have been earned oy the nativo people from the
production of copra and fishing for trochus shell. I 'C;uld
say that « large amount of this money has been spent on
cooking utensils, clothing and footwear, gramophones and

recoris and the smch like. Too little money has been
expended on building materials,

In the Milne Bay area, one native owned small
saw-mill is operating at Diviuai on the north coast of the
Bay. Production is liuited but with increased cutput, timier

may be made available to villagers to izprove Lousing
conditions in that particular area.

3. (1) (e} Commuainy REfort and Improvement in
Yillage Weifars.
fhe greatest impact of community effort and
improverent in village welfars :I.s.connnd to the Milne Bey
area, vwhere the Ealaba and Tavara Councils are operating
and to othor areas keealy interested in agricultural
development. This will be dealt with in the next paragraph.

3. \111) (a) Yillage Counmcils.

There are two Native Local Government Councils
in the Distriet, viz. hh& and Tavara Councils both
situated in the Milae Bay area.

| The Balaba was first established in 1952. ihe
Couneil ¢overs the south cor ;U of Milne Bay and the Sagaral
Valley area, which has a population of approximately 2,000

‘—Q‘_\W‘Mﬂ ——e T

i g

people.
The Tavara Council, established in 195%, covers

the morth coast of lMilne Bay and the Maivara area with a

population of approxmtoly 3,300.
The activities of botk Councils have been hampered

through lack of pumbers. Barly tnis year hoth Councils




fo r

Tmed the opinion that One greater Council for the Milne Bay
area, the Sagarsi Valley and the
achieve more

Jorth East Coast area could
than two small Cowncils with Timited resources.
It is anticipated that the formation of the mew Couneil will
come into being next year,

The existing Councils are be~oming more familiar
with the processes of the local governwent system. The
Councils are Providing various sccial services and are
engaged in certain developmental activities especially in
regard to agricultural extenmsion work.

The Councils ars now considering the
cctahlilhlcnt_or a Council Farm in the Milne Bay area where
people can atfnnd clasyes and receive training in particular
aspects of economic development. This will be done with the
eo~operation of iho Department of Agriculture. The (.. .ncils
fully support the establishment of Village Agricultural
Committecs, and encourage the distribution of the Milne Bay
Disirict monthly publicgtion of our Newsletter “The V.A.C.",
which keeps native people advised of developments and of
requirements in the field of sagricultural axtension.

the Councils have erected aid posts and school huildings.

2 (111) (b) Attdiude towards Administration, Missions,
Burcpeans, Aslatics etc. ,
Tarcughcut the District a frliendly atmosphere
exists between Papusn and European peoples. Administration
patrol: are well received an¢ the relationship between the
native people and Eurnpeans engaged in private enterprise

is good.
Five Mission bodies are engaged in Mission work

throughout the District. There are the london Missionary
Society, Kwvato Mission Incorporated, Reman Catiolic Mission,

Anglican Mission and the Hethodist Over:eas Nission.

Relationship between native people and the Mission groups is
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good,

and inter-mission friction negligible. I% must bLe

ldnittod that Missjons have been operating in this District
for ID‘. than fifty years,

3¢ (1) (o) ‘Eakive 1adiair.

The Co-operative movement has been firmly
established in the Milne Bay and Misima areas. In all there ||
are twenty (20~ Societies and two (2) Association of Societies 4f
Soclety membership is 6,015 with o capital of £46,468. Store ||
turnover was £53,401, Copra Production £39,626 and other
TERRNstion. (obell ste.) £29,061, s moEis- & teket Siacks
of £112,088,

The Association of Sccieties at Misima is still
going through the “growing-pains" period owing to a shortage
Of working capital. This will be rectified slowly. i

In the Milne Bay area two societies were liquidatodgﬁg
during the year. The action taken had the desired effect
upon the other Societies in the aree.  who are now undouvonrin(
to create more benefits from their projects.

Any further expansion of the Co-operative movement
in the Distrigt will depend upon the availability of
experienced staff to implement the scheme.

Native industry outside the scope of co~operatives
produced approximately 5,200 bags of copra during the year.

This figure only includes copra sold direct to the Papua and
New Guinea Copra Marketing Board. Figures of direct sales
of copra by native people to traders are not availaosle.

Demands for the introduction .f Co-operatives in
the D'Batrecasteaux and Trobriand Islands are being received
at regular intervals, but, as alrvady stated, nothing can be
sccomplished until the staff position improves.

A plouling'feaxnro of nativae indastry is the
interesi shown by aativos in the ereection of small copra
driorl vhich ’,943.. good qu&lity first grade hot air copra.
The materials ggg-dhgug.qnsll driers cust approximately £30
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and th '
© copra being produced from these driers has been
described by the Copra

Inspector as being “top grade".

Trockus shell provided a good income for the
~8land people for several months

of the year.

I have already dealt with che intense interest
shown by the People in respect to coffee.

3. (U1 (& Native §ituaticn and Development - Crimes
and _Offences.

The native situation throughout the District is
normal. The people sra law-abiding and serious crime rarsly
exists. BSimple crime is confined to adultery, assault,
threatening behavicur, failure to properly maintein roads
and houses, being in possession of explosives and petty
Stsaling. There are no particular treads in crime.

For example, Esa-ala Sub-District, which hds a
population of 31,000 pecple, has the following figuress

Gourt of Native Matters:
Gambling
Adultery
_Assault
Stealing
Evasion of Census
Threatening behaviour
Escaping from Custody
Refusing to Carry
Sorcery

Refusing to Maintain
Roads.

Unlawful Bury.ing




Threatening Bahaviour
Assialt

Stecling
Evasion o5 »ensus
Bscaping Custody

Fallure to ¢ Roads,
i1llages

Adulte 1y
Giving Palse Evidence
Drinkiag ~atoxicating Liquor

Total

2

Adultery

Desertion of Children
8tealing

Gambling

Sorcery

Assault

Threatening Behaviour
Failure to clean Roads

IHroHHw\nK

w
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Offences under Native local

Government Councils
Ordinance 19%49-55 |
S8tealing
Sorcery
Refusing to Carry
Adultery
Cardess Use of Fire
Azsault
Failure to clean Roads
Threatening Behaviour
Naiutenance of Children

Stealing
Zadictable Qffences:

Nil

In the Baniara Sub-District 39 cases were heard
in the Court for Native Matters for census evasion,
threatening or riotous behaviour and assault. In the Court
of Petty Sessions two cases for compens ition were heard.

Indictable offences number four ‘(‘0), all of
which were for murdeu.

Consequently the incidence of crime on outstations
is slight.

Figures for the town c’ Samarai and the Samarai
Sub-District reveal:
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Entering Dwelllng to indecent. 'y
nuuit

b
Total 7
pa————¢ 14
3. (o) latus of Women.

There are mo varistions or marked irends in the
status of women in the Distric*y the only exception being
in the Milne Bay Sub-District vhere two women have been
elected to the Balsbe and Tavara Village Couacils. Both
vomen are mat slow to express their opinions, and make their
presance felt durimg diaounu‘ at Council ceetinge.

| | There has been no wajor outbreaks of diseases
throuhout the Dietnct during the year. A few cases b?
measles and Mill cough wers reported in the nn ‘Bay,
uu u thhy and Rogeis Island areas. -

' “lhilmuon Native Hospitals are located at
Samarai, Bemiare, Mapamoiwa, Tosuila end Mieima. The
Administration staff of the Deopartment of Public Health is:

.Radiogrepher -~ . ./  Samarai . s d “
mm'mmam fu.mh) Mapamoiva
Medical Assistant Mapamoiva
Nedical Assistant  Daniaza
Medical Assistant Losula
Hative Medical Practitiomer Misim

maﬁ Island is still be‘ng used as an isolation
. nespital for 7.5. patients. All Hansenide patients
previcusly held At G8sila have been transferred to Ubuia

Hansenide hl’iwm is staffed by members of the
' Mothodist mw-*num. Ubuta Hospital 13 mvu;

subsidised w wmmthlo s
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Hospi%als are mairtained at the main centres
of the various Missions. A¢ 8alswo, the Methodist Overseas
Riselon spesialise in Infant and Maternel Welfare; at
Dogurs ‘the general hospital s 1 eharge of o fuily’ '
Qualified Medical Practitioner, while the hospitals at
Kvato and Fife Bay are administered by mursicg sicters.

At Lusuia the Acainistration has almest
\'‘mpleted an 80 bed hospital, which is the most modern
hospital in the District. Buildings of ‘& permanent mature
are also belug erected at Banisre dnd Mng. N

in addié:l.oa, the Administration has established
Village Aid Posts at mumevous 16: ticns theodghout the
Sub-Districts. These small centres are adninistéred By
414 Post orderlies. There are 66 Aid Posté in the Histriet.
' Throughout the District there is an increased
‘temdency for mm..ve‘peoples to visit ‘Administvation
4”91&1‘5 for ‘Sredtsent. ‘This 1is encouraging.

j: !.'hc ntivo pooplo of the Matriet are
“education la',”qd' noq‘uts are being roconu ronhr].y
for tho uﬁ\uM or H.J lage Higher lohoou 1; m areas
adjtqﬁt to W, l..'hp Bay, the D'mtrmatu- M

, !rot.m Iohady. X

At the ;;uut lomt thera are ten (10) | |
’nu“. Higher Schools in the Dis .riot. These are loeatcd aty
" Rogela Island Samarei Sub-District

Esa-ala . Bsa-ala Bub-D:l.ltuet

Katoola losuia Sub-District

22be Gehua Sub-Distriet
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The attendaneca of these schools is 743. The
Rogeia 3chool §s 4n chaige of an Kducation (?ficer, This

$0kool has been ojerati.g rog ten years, and will be
developed inte

s Intermediate JcLool. The remaining nine
(9) scucols are in

teachers. A

the charge of 8ngeri-trained native

“he prerent moment Rogeia moé'x students can
be brought for..rd te Standari Vil = at the remsining
sechools to Standard V1.

Ylanning desires the establishment of Intermediate
8chools at Rogeia, Getua, Esa-ala, Misima 22d losuia: ' The
Gxaet locations for these schools have yet o be determined.

<he Village Higher Schools buildings in the
Milne Bay District have beon established without fimaneial .
-assistance from the Ldministvation. The Administration
has provided staff and school requisites. The schools work
to a syllabus produced Ly the Department of Bduecation. ' Tie
iinspection of schools is eaxried out by the Distriet
‘Bdueation Officer, school discipline is enforced and
,ulooul from pu-ont. of students attending Administration
“sehools, g et : WL

At 3uh¢§ Higher Schools, the prrents of students
‘lnn formed hrut’s ;rom to raise moneys to ...Jlut n
ﬁo oduation of thd.r cnldrcn. This factor 10 Mhh.f T

Dnrhx tho year, 155 Mission ul\ooh am an y :
.ttandnnoo of 8,329, applied for Registration or ltoogni“iol. i

‘ ,
:
i
:

At tho clon of this year, the District Education Officer
was in the process of carryiug out examinations at these
schools. These examinations will take at least six monmths

to conloto.
Boarding schools oporutod by Missions are mow

A

m'u:lon) and Bwaruada (ltthodtst Overseas Miss.on). 7The
odmt:lon ak lua.'w (lunn Gﬂth&lie) is perhaps the best in

P

ostablished at Sideia (Roman Catholie), Dogurs (Anglicsn ; ;
"
the Dutriot. hv Inyl' Bchool earries six European acuu i
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Teachers wilh 211
attendance of 78

8tudents. The Girls' School has an
with three (3) 8isters teaching the various +

. _‘_ ‘
i i L G S 5 5

classes.
At Dogura the Anglican Mission have established
& scbool for part Dat.ve children. The school att.adance 28 ‘ | :
soarders is 50, The Roman Catholic Mission, tc>, is Ij ' ,
extending help to part native caildren. K : b b
faiide At Bamarai, the Department of Ecucation provides : 5 V
& ”1-" sshool. in charge of an Beucaticn Officer. Numbers ‘
vary due to the fiustuating population of the towm. But 1t || }
%éb&“‘!@hua« that 4O of the atiendence of an average ' L |
of 30 pupils are of mixed rece. It is a Standard V1 school. , o
Bie, m natave people from this Disiriet are at E 1
‘present in Australia on mative Becondary School Seholarchips § 1
provided by the Dspertment of Eiucation. | 8
 There are inaumerable Mission schools in the :
amm 4- sharge of Qathcechists or instruetors. Iho B
 Laguage of these sehools is in the vernasular. &
i G W‘ " |
: o bui.u ﬂn mr tho work- Prograamc inproved
to s st extent. “‘ i § :
g Yost nr‘k vas contM to the ll f v

o hﬁfﬂiﬂ and minor m ‘vorks, & eontimu opore Lon
A Td Lng s '¢“ M ".rfon.d m ef" tho hiM
categories:

e I

(1) The mew office ana store, the arection of which ‘
_ was commenced last year, was completed. !
(11) ™o (2) W' x 20' permanent type vud- vere :
m“t the nm% xo.pm’i § ;
(1i1)A 1'0\1 a9 was omtd. sl |
o Gl agzg’ el & ; S0 VL B K / ¥
(ala: €, "‘ﬁ"’ e it ‘Tosuts s restrioted to the new | I
’“‘ﬁ; o Hoopital, wiich is almost completed, The | g
- R P ; P L ‘
Bl eis ﬂ‘mﬁ’u ocvupi®d but scrtain modifications :
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are required.

ko

At Bsa-ala the new sirgle Patrol OXf
quarters was completed.
MaRpomolvq
The Administretive block of the new proposed
Native Hospital was completed.
- Mialma:

There Were no new works itt.M at Misima
during the wu-
SAamaral:
(a) During the past thrae Lon.hs construction wes
commeaced o 2 x 2 Single Officers' Quartors
1 omlt Type M Married Officers Quarters.

(b) At Eufaro, on the mainlard opposite Srmarsd,

tive (5) standard type married Administration wi
qmﬂin u‘ dh t:ll;h mmm«unf Bervants
(6) Timber ﬁm anid offide for the Publie Werks
Department vere constructed.

Station bulldings .mny are in M o
conditicn, and ‘the amount of new mﬂacmmu t:nh
D strict post var is of small consequence. Most M}i
m ere of ngtive materials which mnwl eonthﬁl

Qt.,' ays

mu h-.m bm m altprqtiou or wmticm
to uium ‘duildings gtm.d ut duping the year.

BY\ 20

1

~ wWw W utham on Normashy
- “mum. The owtput Mwa
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.m‘nlor.

m N‘l of tinbn supplies is drawm from
mﬁfﬂ in tko Northern District, Here mn. lﬂnli“
are cmn’u iy the ma;my.w ooastal shipping.
Other buuu.i.to “als ‘a2 “e purchased trou the

S S By LN

thru eo-nrchla otoru cond&ti?i ﬁ‘inca- at uuru.

All Administration Works Prodlcto are carried out
by the Public Works ‘Department vhrough e Works Branch i i
oWuﬂon at Samaral, which 'c-pr* ges: .
an, ‘Works Superviser
3 Senior Carpentera
i I,
1 quttrum e
1 Pwer‘ lman Waic _
gg,qtd bp u:lxod _Fase and. utin artisans.
The nintmuo of au mglo, bridges, i
Mlinatnuql} M mum-, ,o\ur Houses oh.* m hul

urrigd out by tho Uo;*h Buuh ul o.muon Yo mev m@o
t?ubltq l'nultiu oouprina

(1) A main m;m vhart, 200' x 42', vith good agprosches [}

.aoqn?k atorage sheds. Vnnn to 10,000 tons
¥ 'ﬂ be mﬂ»l plouluc the mrt. The m is in
Batogy Xiedd.

- Nq—",w»n.f“,,

31500 43%"\,@ AT IR B PG Aabel ob
(2) A _pover house, yhich“pnm" a Wntx tgpr qmu..
" VALl satisfy the lighiing and pcves Tequirements of
lului for some years.
(3 m oight (8) ‘bed General Hospit.l is staffed with a
udxnl orneor ufiil ti\roo (3) nursing sisters.

:I:ho mtriet ott:m opruu out the sgency function ot

.
P e

‘100 P‘"@-ﬂ' for pintq mall
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7. (a) Roads and Bridges.

The only reads of any consequence are these loented
&t Samarai, Milne'Bay area and the Kiriwine Islands. The
roads at Milme Bay and on Kiriwina Island were constructed
by the Armed Forces during the war. The only plant iu the
District ror road maintenance ir a light Arawn grader "‘“‘
ir. tho Milne Bay srea, gar.foro the gondition of thg_ recads
is poor. :
3

PP prugu omtod by the Arlod hrou uvi long ai.uo
fallea uto 8 utq.to ot mrmir. Thy maintenance of

L) T o 2 % >
SR T Wi g TR

bgm u bopad tho msro potcntnl ud ruou?&. of th

gad

Workn brench. % ,

.

7. (b)  Ssxediomen and Alishting Arees.
There are five (5) recognised alighting araas for

Dekadekr (the alternative area if weather at Samarai is
adverse), Esd-ala, Tocula and Wivani (Cebojme lagoom). There
‘is @'fortoightly Catalina Service from Port Moreshy to .
Samarai ani return. The other alighting areas are used only
“in ‘cases of c-déincy. e G e, BN

oy,

’l&rc»m‘

ﬁu umm u a Dcpartaont of Civil .,mum
ngnutbuity. The hndug surface 15 tn emeellesd
eomtion. nzo fiold is und rezularly by h.on sireuft

"
.

epontuq tron Port Moresby.

!his ltrip of nrthn co.ntrnetion is reroly used,
ané 1is uinh:lnod by the Amu.ltratiu.

- f“,,-(‘

lﬂug The strip is used

Ml““ “" p et R ‘*M \

qm‘m fm Mt Moresby.

R

‘i"v aﬁ» was oggmmm during the var, and is




The only other aervdrome in the aree if that,
Vhih 1s situater at Dogriea. . The strip is maintaised By *he

Auglicar Mission and is restricted to light aireraft meh as
duster, Cessma ota, .

7. (e) Harbour 'lﬁﬂl' Tka - Jetties sts.”
~ The main vharf at Savarai contains's Fain water
ltomo tank of 60,000 gallons t provide water for overseas . |
and coastal vessels. The water is piped from the tamk to ﬂ
outside edge of the wharf,
‘Ihe passenger wharf aud the smell ships wharf
4% Samarai were completely destroyed by the freak tides and
eaverse weather eonditions of February of this year. No
replacemonts have as yat beem udcrm.
Small jetties or wharves are meintained at al).
o‘tfl@tiou; Coastal vgsaels can berth at most ol these
ho Momuquh Department of Navigation and
. ughthouu ‘have pased tho M.Ve "Wallach" on Sancrei. !hll
ship provides the Lighthouse mpchanie vith trensport to .
mmgpm navigation lights and beacons witals NW
of the Ters itoer. oshmym Nev Guinga. There / e Mm
(12) flashing beacons within Ahe Distriets . ... ..

#& (l) ] ’ o o il
Sy g o ‘The toilouu vessels are on allocation to this
ﬁ District on full time dutys
M.V. "Managuna® 66* Trawler Samrai

"Ponidnn 66' Trawler Samavai

o g %' Work boat  Bamarei

- Nuakata 40! Work boat Misima j
King?i: ner 35' launch : losuia R b

L0s BEeVE pae vii eIV S

m:u '
--mom
ey *;w u"-lu.,‘a* of tﬂ A
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P’“}‘ 0313 1& lboltorod n‘.'crl. The travlers maintain
N T TRy 9, ; E R

“fg{\ m lm?u M:out-oﬁtiou. Y i TN
; ' Ulth tho 'q’uptioa of "onimﬁ wlt nnrh

u'o h uod ot oouidmbh repeir. Dlri.u tho o

fover ﬂlﬂl 533 days vork vas lost through vassels being out

R S0 0

of coud.nion. , ; .

750 (0). W

ARl Mmutntion transport within the Distriet
comprises:

§ 2

Samaral: land Rover

... 37onMorris Mpper
Bt 3 Ton Intcmtioul n»-r

< * Ton uorril Utility :

o m: ’ Land Rovor : | »
ST s Gaevsalat b g

“ 'S m: il 15 ovt. nﬁcmtiéhl mmny s
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These are located at Sarihe Island (private ow.iership),
Kwato Island {Kvato Extension Incorporated), Sideia Island

(Roman Catholie Mission) and Salsmo (Methodist Overseas
Mission).

Bach sl 'pway is served with a small saw mill and
engineering and woocawork ~hop. Bach slipyard is restricted
in size, and normally cater for small coastal ships of mo
greater capacity than 50-60 tons.

Lo e S .

The only other workshops in the District are a

small loinery shop and plumbing works opsrsted by private
enterprise.

,4

7. (&) Water Sunplies. | [¥

The Township of Samarai iz dependent upon rain ;
‘nur tYanks for water supplies. During the¢ north west 3
season, i.e. the dry ssason for Samaral, it is not uousual
fof the [sland to suffer severe droucht conditions.

Esa-ala a_nd Mapamoiwa are supplied with water from
‘ty feed systems from dams constructed in the hills
behind the station. Water is reticulated to all houses.
These pipe lines however are construcled with old uﬁy
dispfsals pipirg and contipual maintenance is necessary.
i} A% Misima we'ter p‘})wod from a nearhy stream wup
to a reservoir and then reticulated through the stationm.
.m.br conditions exist at Louu. except that the sater
is pumped tron a wel.l to the ruomir.

All other ont-:tatiou depend upon rain water tanks.

(2> &xrface 2ud ALl Iranspori.

. Qantas Empire Airways maintain a fortunightly
caﬂh.m service from Port Moresby - S8amaral - Port Mornsby.
The service 3s inade.vate.

4 weskly land plane service is provided by Carsair
Azslorucn »mu Port Moresby to Baibara, Milne Bay and
m‘ hm‘n for this service have to be tramsported

S —————

e St
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Ship, and thence moved by motur transport to Gurney Field.
The journey by this service from Samarai to Port Moresby
occuples twelve hours of travelling and waiting times.
In-coming passengers frum Port Mcoresby deo mot arrive in
Samarai until apprésima.ely 8 p.m.

Surface communicetions within the District are
good. However, there are no subsicised or regular
scheduled shipping servicesy (nastal vessels oper..s tu
those centres whare rrouht is offering. Consequently
uohtod areas such as Misima t‘d dcodlark Jsland may
recvive suriace contact once every uix weeks.

The Harbour Muster advizes that there are 40
registered vessels operating out of Samarsi. An additional
40 ‘vouals are to he registersd and a further 32 wvessels
wnich may have to apply for registration. Therefore it
must be realised that this district is completely deperdent
upen wai:r transport.

Overseas shipping services tc Samarei are
conducted by Burns Philp and Co. Ltd. and the Ching
Navigation Co. These two shipping sorvices provide for
passenger ané general “reight purposes. The Bank line Ltd.
ships eall a2t SBamaral for bulk ¢ 41 bag ilocading of copre.,

Gnruu slu.pn berthi - at S8amaral duriag the
'ur l.\nru 150. !his comprises 75 vessels inwards and
75 outwards. & i i BT, P Y

Ovoruu ahippin. .sauo hand].ad at uumi was
18, 6&1 tons, of which 9,1&8 tons was inward cargo ‘and
’,593 outwvards.

Small coastal lhips, nly m w m hl‘
W called at Samarai on 1,957 oceasions and
handlea 1.2,6‘?3 tou of uuo. ruw in this mwm show:




Shr. ]
8. () Wireless Commuaicaticns. :

The zone cemive 4t Semarai meistains 39 centres é }
within the District. This provides an adequate pattern ;
for communication with Samsrai. This service is of !
§reat banefit to isolated areas and is used to fwll 3
advantege. In addition thirteen (13) eoastal vessels '
based .n Samarai are equippad with transceivers and, I
hope, more ships will bo fitted out with wireless
communications this coming year.

Radic telephone communications have been
developed to such an extent that services are mow axtended

-

Pt

R S T Ve R

to 8lil )orts of the Territory of P. jua and Few Guinea and B
to Australia. This is a great improvement and worthy of ?
mention. : '
8. (e) Z-lenl 19a. - % |
she Daputment of Posts and Telegraphs Samerai ‘ i
maint.in a ve'ephone oxchange which operates dul.v}f:'cl ; i
Vindl 8 LRI il ¥ -
7 a.m. -~ |7 sddnight. A* . arail subseribers nember 6k. g

INe ‘exchange (. a manual ons and mcstly udh &M " "“"”'.
hours for business purposes. It is plammed for the
installa“‘on of ar ‘tcmatic exchange for Samarai within
two years. '

8. (d) PReoatal Sarviges.

A public utility of tris aature in Sarurel has
provided @ar) 3e.vice to the public. The } st Office has

been removated, 2.1 services rendered are excellent. As
alrecdy axplained, private mail roxes aumcering 30 have
been installed teleyhones cperate, aci) are expediticusly
sorted and despatched, ani. radio te.ephone sommmications : 3

have been consistently maiuta’ 1ad,
Postal articles baudled at the Post Office

o e T
e

—

S8amarai have risen to the e :ten:i of 60%.

i
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The pousion tor the year reveuls:

mm: Letters “ 97,981
Other articles 4,300
Par~els 1,040

Ta ters 89,616
~Jer articles 73,500
Parcels 3,000
Bsdesnatched: Letters 33,000
Othsr articles 29,000
Parcels 1,307.

Tkece ti;uru do not include the statistics
from Post Offices at out-stations,; where .he agency
furetions are carr o4 ont by the Department of Hative
Affairs stcaff.

Thess figures, in comparison with last years
statisticy, show a sharp rise in acutal business.
9. Btores cnd Bvsalies. ,
LY U puring the last year the SBtores Branch of the
Departuent of Givil Affairs was responsible for the supply
of all rations to the Milne Bay and Northera Districts. ‘
Ration lines were indonted for and received on direct m‘
from Australia. ALl other items pertaining to Stores
procedure through the Superintendent of Stores 7ere R
received as transhipment curgo from Port Moresby. The Phnn
Brapeh S8amaral functions efficiently. During the year,
1,042 tons of freight was received from Australia, 523 tous
was receives. from Territory ports, and 1,465 tons of
transhipment cargo was despatched to various centres, For
the most ﬁai‘t}“&"tﬁ‘tirmto were in gooA supply vad the only
complaints raised were those where supyly from ‘ftr\. Wo.rashy
was lacking. éomphutr vwere mostly associated wita item:
of furniture and vm uuatul commod. tich, such ay spares

for prouu.co ‘Yamps’ and' auch 1ike,
O l’ioru 6t Hessro. Burns Philp (V.. ) B84,

Mpo ?tnuu Co. Ltd. and A.H. Bunting Ltd. offer
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_Uit onuthhg rtqnirod by tho luopocn snd Native
thl ht mn» nﬂ truh ngotabht*u‘O

& e, LS ai 2 & o i oA
o -

| avuihbh u nu as huc num.

Ihuni u tho oonerenl untro tar tho m’“ﬂ
pu-t or hpy. !horo uro no oonoroul otom e! ny
“couoqnmo in tho Ms"ict apart trol at Ounui.

i 1P m, L au Wb S
«Mining activity in the District is confimed to
the prospector. Ho large sompanies haye, as yut: commenced
‘operations. - Aetivity is rostricted to Misime and Woodlark
~Islandsy, where the search is for gold, iwom ore and ' =
asssgiated minerals, Two (2) mineral ieases granted on
Woodlark Island: during the ysar. At the moment of writing
- dateresy is-being shown by. oversess compantes in respect to
‘mineral deposits on both Nisima /nd Woodlark Islands. For
the time being: the attention shown is oursexy, but it is 1l
: mmmmu of grest benefit.will deveieps . . v |

I .Mipgral wealth earned by native people u
u‘un.blo.
i ”a,nﬂ 7 : :
L.  DABAINEs ;s ror Bistoie i Wiy £ @
sufly FA2\P M‘Mlﬂmm.s (“m

~sawmills eperate ia the area: Production is small and mueh
Wmu ‘used ',m operatorsy for the most part, h m

cantatar ne Distriet lacks a thorough sm in nncot

%) millable timber.

12.* Qo ‘ : “,‘ ' o t

*" #ne statemeuts made in previous rcport:‘ :-ht the . :

Milne !ay nistrict is solf-lupportiu in uun labour is ]
j ‘ “incorrect. In numervus sreas of the Laniave and Esa-ala

ﬁ L8 “Bub-Districts mmmtm has oseurreil. : rhntntm,

B g m boliovoi k ude ‘io !omo of h’hov' vas avu’hhll o {

I.)-nscllt -p. 1aw hportcd from other ;7

( ’ ’.t "1.1

u B upha nut uu. — H
S ‘ wét,«,. ; “ ; ) ” . j

i e SRR RS 7&.‘_ a2 Mr
‘: I" 8 ,,,/v

e

AWK

A

o e TR g




- 3o
employm *t uf mative paople froa the D'Rutrecasteev: Islands
b "i.‘t‘ii!'i and genera) labour 1s ¥isappearimg &t a rapid
t-f* mv-mmm Islands for the past 45 years has
miﬁ only potentisl s.e. native labour, It 48 7
surprising nov to mnie the gradual tendency to seek other
esploynent such as assistants to artisaus, as doat cnp. 0
engage in wosk on a comtract basis outua’o the Milne m
Distriet, and, % a *tqpn, to try and develop their ﬂl ;
coeoaut groves. 2 GH

Ten native people are offefing from the w
Trobriand uhm, Woodlark Islands and tﬁommw
Galvados Chain. In the Milme Bay area and Gouth and North
Bast meinland coasts, mo labour ic fortheoming.

Thers is mxlh 8o need for any native
people to s¢ek employment #m the District, unless he desires
thowniah. to see other parts of the Territory.

m labour potential of the Milne Bay mm«e

SR 1

2T R S S L

g ha

a9 °
;L.um_s_,;.gr**;:‘: R T

R - .

X n}gg; A

1s mmm It woald be stupid w wtg%m

I ke -
... 4--—'—-@—&:“""

nb Miln4 Bay District has, since 1946, beem
sadly ﬂhﬂtﬂ. A review of works developmsnt reveals Wﬁ |
N only miny mev houses for idministretion officers were . *ﬁ “
~sonstructed in almost eleven years., With the “"‘“‘;I& 7
the Native Hospital at losuia, no major new works have bnl t
mm‘. At the present moment, I would estimate that i
8“ of Administration officers and Administration servants are
living tn sub-standard quarters. At the present rate of
rrogress, with moniew made available at the preseat rate, 1

ecannot See amy groat material change for another elevem years.
Any eriticism levelled at this statement can he easily
answered,

i ﬂ ?otrlct Commissioner/District Otﬁm atcrt




mtm ot a mdqmsrn organisation mﬂ

During "thej
£1% to visit the m :
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3

attention ean be p;d to the Milne M'DBW' 9?

‘erles for it.
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NOTE; GBHUA 6 speciai short patrols, reports not submitted | - 38 days
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Grand Totals 684 days.

A

¥
i







FTEVOIT4dY ION




N > -

B T I S S e,




2488 246ar
2837 3102 2993 ,
616k 338 k219 ...
. hobl  30M9 2004 - sw.hw 76
1595 1M18 277 1% | 346 2729 259k 68 2u 552
5825 5200 W46 169 116k0 8261 9% - 8 - 2233
15571 13854 1599 781 b 8 38 37 Mo 8

e




N .




SPECIAL ARMS PERMITS
EMPLOYER'S AIMS PERMITS
LICENCES TO TRADE WITH NATTYES
MINER'S RIGHTS

GOLD BUTRR'S PERMITS

GCID BUYER'S IICENCES
MOTOR VEHICEE REG. LIVENCES
HOTOR CYCIE REG. LICZHC-s
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RICE
WHEATMEAL
PEAS

MEAT TAPER
DRIPPING
BUGAR

TEA

SALT

FRESH VEGETABLES
TOBACCO
MATCEES
S0AP

2. CIQIHES LN ROMESIIC IIEKF.

LAVALAVA (RAMI)
FHAKI SHORTS
SHIRTS
BLANKETS
MISQUITO NETS
PLATES
PANNIKINS
APOONS

KITBAGS

PER 1IB.
PER 7B.
FEQ IB.
PER TIN
PER TIN
PSR IB.
PER 0Z.
PER IB.
PER 1IB.
PER STICK
PER BOX
PER 1B.

EACH
PER PAIR

EACH

EACH
EACH
EACH
EACH
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Headquarters,
Milne Bay Distr
SAMARAI

21st Avgust, 1

The Director,
Depar .nent of Native Affeirs,
PCRT MORESBY,

ANNUAL REPORT 1956/57.

In Reply
Please QuotePd, IMCT,

29, Lie 1/129

' Reference your BA 1-1-1§ (12) of 27.6457, would you
please add to par. VIiI of my Anrual Report the following.

VII 2  CIOTHES & DOMESTIC ITEMS.

3/6
20/8
22/6
2u/l

Towels

Boxes Small
o Meduim » .
1 Iarge " "

Average price
" "

It is regretted this information was not supplied

with the Report, but.it was inadvertantly overlooked.
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