
To: Those who received copies of Leo Szilard'• 
speech "Are We On The Road To War?" 

This is to remind you that Dr. Szilard would like 
your reactions to his talk, as well aa tho•e of other• 
you may have contacted. U you have not yet done •o, 
please send your ,a-esponses to him on the attached 
card. Responses to the "experiment" will soon be 
tabulated, and Dr. Szilard would like to hear from 
those who are willing to commit themselve•, and 
from others. 



111 ~ \ IL..-<,'! I W\ 
'T'L Am . H . A . . / tb- . 
1. rJe erlcan umanlst SSOClatlon ;11 ' Officen, 

1962-1963 

HUMANIST HOUSE 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Dupont Plaza Hotel 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard, 

YELLOW SPRINGS, OHIO 

April 15, 1962 

This letter has a number of points which are more or less related. 

(1) Since the deadline for the June-July issue of Free Mind 
is April 2~ (the issue to appear at the end of May):-r­
wiLl appreciate any additional data and/or comments 
you can supply in regard to the "Peace Lobby" story tor 
that issue. A couple of short quotes for AHA readers 
would be particularly welcome. If there have been any 
handbiLls or foLders issued since the Bulletin acco~t 
appeared (!•!•• statements of de~ils, program, etc.), 
they would be valuable in my hands. 

(2) The Unitarian' Fellowship for Social Justice group here in Yellow 
Springs has been holding a series of monthlJ meetings on major 
aspects of disarmament. At the latest one, Friday, it waa decided 

~ to discuss in detail your ideas of a Council for Abolishing War and 
of a Peace Lobby. The meeting will be on May 18. However, a number 
of persons indicated ·strong interest in the possibility of having 
you here in person. If it is possible that you would be in this 
area during the second or third weeks of May and if you would be 
interested in speaking pubically in Yellow Springs, it would no 
doubt be possible for us to arrange appropriate sponsorship and 
arrangements. The USFJ, Friends, Humanists, and possibly others 
would welcome your remarks. Certainly, many persons at Antioch 
College would be deeply interested. Please let me know your wishes 
in this matter. 

Pruid~nt 

Vashti McCollum 

Vic~ Pr~sid~nfs 

Gerald Wendt 

John W. Hardebeck 

Robert W. McCoy 

s~crdary 

Charles B. English 

Tr~aJIIr~r 

Herbert A. Tonne 

E:uctlfiv~ Dirntor 

Edwin H . Wil son 

Board of Dirutors 

George E. Axtelle 

James F. Hornback 

Alfred E. Kuenzli 

Corliss Lamont 

Tolbert H. McCarroll 

Mary Morain 

Ernest Morgan 

Harold R. Rafton 

D. A. Rickards 

Herbert T . Rosenfeld 

Publishers of 

The Humanist 
Editor 

Gerald Wendt 

(3) You may be interested to know of some corresponding which I have done in 
regard to peace. Early in March, I wrote to Norman Cousins, National 
Committee for Atomic Information (apparently now defunct), McGraw-Hill, 
and Dr. Eugene Rabinowitch to inquire about the possibilities of ~ 
World or None being re-issued (with or without a series of ''up-dating" 
article'ii.) So far, Dr. Rabinowitch is the only one to reply--and he 
seemed interested. I had previously asked Gerard Piel about this, but 
he has not yet replied. Today I wrote to Dexter Masters at Consumers 
Union, Mount Vernon, N.Y., about such a possibility. In Los Angeles, I 
mentioned such a re-issuing to Dr. Pauling, who seemed interested. I 
suppose that I should write to Dr. Teller! If you think that such an 
historic document would have value, in a new printing, in these un-sane 
days 16 years later, I hope that you will lend your support. Personally, 
I know of no more basic and broad statement on the need to abolish war 
before it abolishes man (I was about 17 when I read it initially). 
Perhaps such a document would be of value to a Peace Lobby as an educational 
force. 

(4) A news item which you may not have heard yet: the AHA members at the meeting in 
Los Angeles voted to affiliate with Turn Toward Peace as a communiwating member. 

Sincerely, -fY- , IU 
1 

• / i _­
:;/ .{~7 .. ( v . ...C k -<..z _ 

Lloyd Wilkie 
Administrative Assistant 



IJ.o;yd Wllld.e 
'nl• Anlerloan Humard.st Aseoc1at.1on 
Htll!Wdst House 
Yellow Sprl..nga. Ob1.o 

Dear 'fr. Wllld.et 

19 April 1962 

Mav t..hankl to~ yOur letter or 1 S Apt'll. I haw M Wcm~~.t.Un 

go1ng ~d the Bulletin artiol• that I would want w .ace publlo. 

For the time b&ng I shall be sta)'lng in the East and th...ron DOt 

be able to p&l"tiei.J~~&te in ~meeting on 18 May. 

It m1sht be a ~ idea to pnbli!h a ntJW "One World •1- tlcm .. 

'but. I doubt 1 t WOUld be a good 1d• to reprlnt the old one. 

I f you wr1. ttt .ltJy'th1ng in the June-Jul.7 isne or the Free M1Dd 

I should appnoj.ate your N!'tW"l"1ng to my arUole in the Bulletin aDil 

explioitelT nating bow 10\U' roead_,. oan obtain a Npt"lnt or rq al'tlole 

fl'Om the Bulletin o! the Atomlo Sc1tl1tittta, 935 6oth sti"Mt, Cbtoaeo 31._ 

·Il.l1.no!a. a"\ 10t+ for e.l.ngle cop!. .. 1nol.ud1ng poet&~ - eth...S.M 

your J'tl8den Jldf#lt W1"1. te me tor repri.nt·• and I a \UWlbl• to n.u 1Mb 

1rd1 'fldual nqueata. 



Dr. Leo Szilard 
Ho tel Dupont Ila za 
':lashlnc t on 6 , D.C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard, 

3G7 Iine Needl e s Dr. 
Del l-1 ar, Calif . 
!·:ay 17, 1962 

On ~arch 18 I sent you a check for 
$100. 00 . If t h is chcc ~ hun not been cashed 
I would appreciate it if you would sent it 
to Californians ror Libe~a~ Representation. 

I am enclosing a letter from this 
organization and I ho pe you will suppo~t 
t he se candidates . 

I understand that Dr. ~ade Fite from 
this a rea h u s visited you. I would be 
interested in v~owing ROW you feel about 
hi a candidacy • .; I feel that I can not support 
Dr. F1te in as much us he ap1:ears to favor 
atmospheric nuclea r test inc . 

Sincerely, 

#~f~~~ 
(; ' rs. T. l~aualin ski) 



&B. lt&'t~Ub~ld. 
)67 PS.fte Heedl.• Dd..,. 
Del Mal', calif om!.& 

Dear Mft• ~ld.t 

Me7 thaaka tor 1011r l.t.t• or ,7 *7• I haw bludec! ..,.,.. ohek 

on to ene or the traatAM or the eouraeu tOP A.bolilhlna war and til .. 

ia no va;r tw me 01"' ror ht.a to Ntum JOV cheok to ,..a. Jlon'fW, 

7fJ1I,r aMok baa fiDt bela cuhld aact td.U •t be auh.S. prlor to ' .,.._ 

In thes• cl~• the on1T tbiftr I oe na-t is that 7ft ........ 

yov bbk tc> atop p&111lct Oft that aheok and then 1ft 'lfi&T"" the r.t. 

trw! th«Nbf f'or mr ,.,.. .. 7'N 1d.ah. 

abio......,., 

I ., 



W.P. Rogers 
Zoology Dept. 
m~r 11lttturrntty pf '-lltlutbt 
AD~LAIDE. SOUTH AUSTRALIA. 

m~e ~ui&ersit~ of l\~elaibe 

J\belnibe 

Department of Zoology 

WPR/mnj 

Dr. L. Szilard, 
Dupont Plaza Hotel, 
WASHINGTON 6, D.C., 
U. 8. A. 

Dear Dr. Szilard, 

18th June,1962 

I read with considerable interest your proposal in the 

Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists, 18, 23. Although it 

is now after the date you gave in suggesting that people 

should write to you I wish to tell you that though I differ 

in some minor points I am most strongly in f .avour of your 

proposal. I am sure that many of ~ colleagues in this 

University would :t lso take this view if your article was 

brought to their notice. My purpose in writing to you 

now is to enquire how your proposal is progressing and if 

it would be worth while to try and get some support for 

you within this Un iversity. 

Yours sincerely, 

W.P. Rogers 

\ 

; 

•' 

·~ 
~( 



Dr. w. P. Rogers 
Zoology Depa.rtm~t 
The University of Adelaide 
Adelaide, South Australia 

Dear Dr. Rogersz 

July 12, 1962 

Many thanks for your very kind letter or June 18. The 

Council For Abolishing War has, in the meantime, been 

established as a poll tical conn:U ttee 1n Washington. It 

is a strictly American organization, which does not eolieit 

and cannot accept any support from fbroad. I am gratefUl 

to you, however, for your interest. By reading the Mltt.\p 

2!. the Atomic Sd.f!!t.1ste you will be able to follow ths 

movement., since reports about it will appear from time to 

time in that magazine. 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

LStjl 

,... 



Father Louis o. c. s. o. 
Abbey of Gethsemani 
Trappist, Kentucky 

Dear Father Louis 1 

Washington, D.c. 
July 2, 1962 

I wish t o thank you for your very ld.nd letter, and to 

say that I greatly appreciate the interest you haTe shown 1n 

t he matter. Also I wi~h to thank you for the manuscript "Peace 

In The Post- ~hrlstian Era, " which I am reading with~ 
interest. U. 

Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Haehington 6 , D. C. 

LS&jl 

Respectfully, 

Leo Szilard 

•_I 

1 

.: 

J 

j 

·-

; 
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May 10, 1962 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Dupont Plaza Hotel 
Washin g ton, D.C. 

De ar Dr. Szilard: 

M 

a chapter of the 
National Committee for 
a Sane Nuclear Policy 

SANE 
30 Park Row 
Stamford • Connecticut 
Fireside 8-6797 

It is e nc ouraging t o know of your great effort to create 
an effe c t ive lob b y de vote d to the cause of peace. In re­
cent months we too have launche d a new full time effort 
and an i mportant phase of our present program is to gen­
erate support f or the Senate n omi nation t h is July, of 
Conneti c u t 1 s Congressman at -l ar ge, Frank Kowalski. 

I am sure that you are fully aware of tne courageous position 
Con gre s s man Kowalski has taken on many issues affecting World 
Peace. In doin c so he has under stand abl y i ncurred the dis­
pleasure of trie Democratic Or ganization and now faces an ex­
tremely diffi cult i' i ght f or the Senate momination. If he can 
sec ure 20% of t h e dele gate s at t he Convention i n July he can 
force a S t ate Primary. ~ e t i r ml y beli eve that he can not 
on l y win suc n a Pr i mary , bu t coul d defeat his Republican 
op pon e nt in the fal l election. 

Whi le Sane d oes not en d orse c andida t es we are urgin g all our 
members to t ake an B e t i ve role as individuals in Kowalski's 
crucial fi v,ht. Unfortuna t ely many of the p eople whose gen­
erous financial supp ort makes our wor k p ossible are also 
calle d upon to c ontr i b u t e financially to the Kowalski cam­
pai gn . I t occurs to me tnat Kowals ki 1 s desper a te need for 
f un ds mj ,:.rht be partially overc ome with a contribution from 
your new effor t. As I r ea d. your proposal this is the kind 
of s pecific help Lhat yo ~ ~ an t e d to make possible for des­
e rvin g can did 2 tes . Of all the men now in the Con gress none, 
in our opinion, ha ve d one more than Frank Kow alski to promote 
the cause of peace. 

We woul c appreciate ::nowing i f our r e quests have relevance 
to i':ha t you a r e doin l?:e I belie ve ·,ve must have the maximum 
cooperation be t:;v;e en the many [ roups now workin g for a common 
e: oal and pe rhap s this may be a beginning. I shall look forw ard 
to hear i n g from you at y our e arliest convience. 



:·1arv1.n L. Goldberger 
Department of Physi.cs 
Princeton University 
Princeton, N• Jersey 

Dear Murph' 

16 ·~ay 1962 

I suggest that you contact Bemard Serin, Pr.:tfeseol' or Physl.cl 

at Rutgers and ask him to bring W1 th h1nt to the mNtlng scheduled at 

Princeton those of his group 'Who may be intereated. Serln sent me on 

7 Jnnuary a list or people Who han expressed interest in the propetl&l. 

contAined in my speech. 

or. E. Abrahams 
640 to/est End Ave. 
NYC 24 

T)r. N. Koller 
278 s. 1Oth A ft. 
Highland Pk, N.J. 

Dr. P. L1.nd .u"1 eld 
121 Harris Rd. 
Princeton, N.J. 

Dr. s. Serin 
Hou Lane, P. T. 

Dr. E.A.. ~ton 
66.5 Sbnden !AM 
Pr1.noeton, R.J. 

DJt. P.R. Wtll.ea 
Ho .. !Afte, P.T. 

Dr. A. Be Robbins 
)68 Prentiss Lane 
univ. Hstghte 

Dr. G. Rothberg 
195 Bevier Rd. 
Univ. Ftelghts New Brunawick, N.J. Nft Jlr'lnnlok, R.J. 

New BrunM.ok, N.J. New Brunswick, N.J. 

Hay I suggest that the a bon list of people be invl tc b.1 1ft 
1.ndi v1dual.ly. 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 
., 



Dr. Wade Pita 
340 Arroya Drive 
Encinitae, Calif. 

Daar Dr. Pita: 

8481 Paaeo del ocaeo 
La Jolla, Califoraia 
Marc:h M, 1961 

I aet you laat evenlD( at the ho .. of Mra. Thompaon and bAd the prt•tt••• 
of lietening to the expreaaion of your viewpoint on varioua laportaat queat­
iona. 1 should like to preaent you with aome of my view. and reac:tionl to 
your expreaaed atatementa. 

-
1 agree with you that it ia tiae that we had 10 .. 1cientlat1 in Co~&rete. 

The meet iaportant reaaona for having acientieta in Congreaa, in ., opinion, 
11 that one would hope that they would have • greatel.- underatanding of the 
magnitude and deetructive forcee of present-day weapone, of the &reat dan1er 
that radioactivity poeee to biological systems, etc. and that they would there­
fore recownize that atomic wAr should not even be coneidered as an instra .. nt 
to resolve disputes between nations. In addit ion, i t ia to be expected that 
1enuine acientiata would regard humanity aa an intesrated co.-unity and that 
they would have a more international approach to world affaira~ta contraat to 
the narrow nationali•• of traditional l~liticiana. varioua membera of the 
preaent Congreaa, predominantly lawyer& and buainaaaaen, have repeatedly lD­
dicated by their 1peechea and voting recorda that they have abaolutely ao con­
cept of atoaic war. Many of them seem to think that Capitalism can be "vic:tor­
ioua" over CollllllUnit~m as a result of nuclear war, that we muet be nperior in 
weapona eo that we ean "win", end that a fleet of B-70 bombera, Polaria aub­
aarinea, MinuteMn, etc. vtll "protect" ua. But aurely, the concept of Mc:urity, 
protection, winning, are obaoiete and are baaed on a mode of tl.\inklftl of a 
paat age when we had no~ atoaic weapons and when natione could win ware. 

I waa therefore moat diaappointed to learn that you, thoulh a •cieatlat, 
are evidently falling into thie aame pattern of atereotyped thinkin1. When 
you atarted out by aaying that you are for diearmament, I waa quite eneouracad. 
However, you then told ue that you coneider~d it neceaaary to raw .. teatin1 
in the at110aphere becauee you would "hate to ••• Ruaaia get ahead". You are 
apparently willing to riak the aacrifice of unknown number• of livea to de­
atruction by radioactive fiaaion product• from bomb teats becauae you hope that 
it may "eave hundred• of thouaa~ of lives later on". 

I would like to call your attention to an article by Gerard Pial (pabliaher 
of "Scientific American") called "On the Feaeibility of Peace", publlahed in 
Science 13': 648-6'2 (February 23, 1962 ieeue). Thia i1 exactly the klad of reaaon• 
ad, enlightened thinking that I would like to ••• a acientiat brinl to Con1reaa. 
Mr. Piel aaye, "If alternative• to war are to be found that can keep ia view 
the aupreme goala of our free aociety, they must have advocate• and volce1 to 
advance them in the councUa of our government." 



I have indicated to Or. Leo Szilard that I am prepared to make available 
2Jo of my income f or po litical activ ity. fbis would go t oward the 8U lJport of 
a peace candidat~ who i s now willing to take a fi rm stand against continuation 
o f 1- h~: ar•·t::_s rAcr. . (I consider further t~.tmospheric teet in~ to be a r~rpetuation 
of th i s arm•e race.) Fro101 what I have heard so far of your political viewa, 
vo'.l H•'' ll G n~ t S?em to classify as a " peace cand idate" and therefore would not 
n ; c ,~ l V (! .:~ y e nt h 1sie.st1.c su p port. I am t hus left with the rath~r negative feel• 
, n tha. anyt hin~ is be tt e r tt\an llr. Utt, and that I would eu "'port you if only 

·. · fNit , :c U t. t . 

I~ t '1e re still t i DJ~ for you to chan:re your viewpoint on these question11 

Sincerely your1, 

gdlf~ C. f~ 
Joyce c . Lewin 

( L.rs • .i.{alph A. Lewin) 

Co · ··i.~s to : 

Dr. Leo ..) z ilard 

La J o lla [Jf>wo c rat i c Cl ub 



UNITED Cf'n.,r:QA,TIVc iNDUSTRIIS 
11251 SO. Nf\ HA {,P.>H IRE AVE. 
LOS ANGELES 44, CALIF. 

dr. Leo Sail.ard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Dupont Oirc le, 
Washington, D. 0. 

Dear Mr. Szilard 

March 12, 1962 

-Since 1923-
MAMVI'AC'nllltce • llnLOPIIIIMT tMeiMI1Itnt~ 

rowa_.,. """ wiMo-

-·T ..... WOIIII • LleiiT lftCMAMIJM 
161111& -·~CAM_,.., lTC. 

MM ,.~RAMI Na -'"'T eiiOV" - ....... ~-·-UI 

I have just read Roaert !. Light's article, -Removing the rrl 
in the National Guardian of March, 12 1962. At the end he mention• your 
and gives a brief outline of your plan. He also gives the above address 
invites correspondence. 

Well, having spent half a century now itt working for PEAOI ciuring which time 
I have seen two World Ware wreck the world and set back civilization by centurie•, 
it seems futile to propose any more plans. Almost any plan would do if the MOTIVE 
was there and in the minds of a sufficient number cf people. 

If you can ge t enou gh peo ple to even WANT to abolish war it will be a great 
achievemeDt, but our whole economy ia solidly baaed on OHKATING, LYIIG and STEALING. 
If people can be convinced that they can live withou.t OHEATING, LYilU and STEALINl 
the need for MURDER lessens and may even vanish. 

I have enUrely lost faith in politiciamJ and theU- Al'.i'lini and-u~ _ _ _ 
and "fiddling while Rome burns 11 • Somewhere there must be a demonstration of sound 
economics, and that calla for an honest money syat~, and end to the battle to 
POSSESS the earth's resources, oe they coal, uranium, water power or what not. 

We would do well to read again the writings of Thomas Paine. I eay often 
that this country got off the track at the time of SbaJ 1 s Rebellion and I have 
very little hope of its gettinJ bac k on t he said tr~ck a gain. 

I can do very little to· help. I can write and I can put motion pictures on 
a screen and even do a little in the ma ~ins of mo tion pictures. I have alwaye 
believed that a working demcnstratian should be set up like Job Harriman'• Llano 
Oolony which .was eventually destroyed pa rtly ~y the mistakes of inexperienced 
people on the inside and t.i te attacks of very powerful and heavily financed 
attacks from the outside and the general aPathy and ignorance of the &reat masses 
who are quite content t J be 11 cheap labor" for prosperous WAR MAKI!:RS 

I bive known many heroic peo ple who s Pent years and fortunes in the struggle 
but those I knew are nearly all dead, and the younger ·ones who de not even know 
that there was a URPRESSION back in the 19)0 1 s know almost nothi~ about the 
gentle art of cooperative self help. They want to carry signs in paradea or 
ask war pr cfi teers to be good and then go ri ght on buying low in the hope ot 
selling high. Most of them could not set a hen or raise a potato, but they are 
excited about shooting uonkeys at the moon. 

•f so..t(t-.( 
I remember seeing an advertisement about a bookAthat you wrote, but I neglected 

to send for one and I am still curious tc see w!~t it wae like. I frequently ehow 
the March of Time mo tion picture ca lled ATO;uiO POWER which was a reconatruction of 
t he experiments that led t c the first atom bomb. I think you were an actor in that. 
Well, I know a few good people, but like myself they are all financially very weak. 
I hope y:)u may get a few letters that ar e more encouraging than this one. 

Sincerely ~-~-~~ 

------~----·---------------·-



John H. Schwarz 
Lowell C-2 1 

Harvard College 
Cambridge 38, Mass. 
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L OUIS A . AITKEN 

.\finiste r 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
The DU pont Plaza 
Hashington, D. c. 

Dear Dr . Szila rd: 

P . 0 . BOX 33!5 

Ayden, North Carolina 

May 2, 196 2 
PuON1U: 

Parsonage - PLAcro 8-8481 
Study - - PLACW 6-3901 

Sometime ago I read a sketchy article about you 
and your 11-r or .l~ by Theodore Irwin in pageant Magaz ine. 
I was ~) leased t o r ead of your many vi tal contributions 
to human ity. 

y our more re cent worl-:: on the a g ing process and 
in the direction of social problems has made me feel 
you may be intere ste d in a theory on vJhich I am work­
ing. I call it the concept of the '}'otal Mind. It is 
bas ed on my be lie f tha t the l)Ovrer of the mind is the 
greates t p ovrer avai:Eble to oan . The p owe r of t he mind, 
or a t least the greatest portion of it, is locked I.<Jith­
in t he sub-conscious . TW theory holds t hat we are at 
the p l ace in h is tory where Fe mu st bring nore and more 
of man 's mental p ovrer to conscious aHaren ess and con­
trol. 

I am enclosing a cop.' ... of my pe.pe r on thiS theory 
in hope that you \-Jill have time t o read it. I would 
grea tly a ppreciate your comments a bout it. 

Tl1a 11Jc y ou and bes-t wishes. 

LAA :jtw 
1~nc. 

c ord ially yours , 

~a.lf~ 
Louis A. Aitken 
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KN. f.utl WJ4gl ss w .. t 95th st.-.\ 
Hw York 2Sa H• York 

Dear MM. Wellla 

MQ7 thanks tor ,our ld.hcl letter or 16 AprU vtd.ah •• addHII.S 

to rq vS.t.. I M pert'eatly W1l.l.1ng to 10 on TV and d1acu1 the lHUI 

lnwlftd 1t I oan haft one balt-bov With 11011ebod7 ••klnc •• qa...U.Ou. 

U there are two or ua anner!.ng questions I vould 'ftllt to haw •• 

hour. IM1detall7, I bel1ne that Dr. Tellw would be v1111Dc to ae 
vl.th a em a aoatt-to-ooaet, one hour, TV Pl'Oif'&llt 1t t.he two or ua...,. 

Leo Sst.lard 

~ ----
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Dr. Leo Sz Hard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D. c. 

Dear Doctor Szilard: 

~~I. (itL 

:Box 73 
Hampton Institute 
Hampton, Vir~inia 

l?.iv.62 

Please SP.nd me information about your plans 
for a sci~ntiete 1 CongrP.eEional lobby. 

sinc•f~oy:· 

Jool~.H~ 
Assoc. Prof. of 
:Biology 



PRESIDENT 
U. S. MITCHELL 
1150 YEW STREET 
SAN MATEO, CALIFORNIA 
Fl 5-3531 (AREA CODE 415) 

EXECUTIVF. SECRETARY 
ROBERT H. HARDGROVE 
126 WEST 25TH AVENUE 
SAN MATEO, CALIFORNIA 
Fl 5-0811 (AREA CODE 415) 

VICE PRESIDENT 
CHARLES MACKINTOSH 

SECRETARY 
MRS. WILLIAM WINTER 

TREASURER 
CARL WARD 

DIRECTORS 
MRS. GERHARD DANELIUS 
MYRON HERRELL 
DR. THEODORE KREPS 
MARSHALL NEEL 
BISHOP JAMES PIKE 
ROBERT RYAN 

PROJECT CONSULTANTS 
DR. EMIL BENOIT 
OR. ROBERT NORTH 
DR. CHARLES OSGOOD 
DR. RALPH TYLER 
DR. SEYMOUR MELMAN 

LEGAL COUNSEL 
lUTHER M. CARR 

M 
FUND FOR SURVIVAL, INC. 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
DuPont Plaza Hotel 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

Your kind letter of March 7 has been before me but, 
unfortunately, I have not had opportunity of dropping 
in for conference with you. 

Are we correct in assuming that your undertaking will 
be directed quite directly toward the influencing of 
legislation and active lobbying in behalf of world 
peace and disarmament? 

We are anxious that the educational program of Fund 
for Survival set out to lay a broad foundation for 
the action program, which you so appropriately propose. 
We are concerned, however, to be reasonably sure that 
we are coordinating as far as possible and compliment­
ing your objectives. I am still wondering whether or 
not it might be much to our mutual advantage to consider 
some kind of official merging or coordinating of our 
educational programs. This would mean that the legis­
lative or lobby program would be carried on in a 
separate corporation. 

We are in the process right now of trying to obtain 
our Temporary Tax Exemption Permit from Internal 
Revenue. 

Would you be kind enough to put us on the mailing list 
to be sure that we receive everything that is issued 
from your ~ffice. 

Please be assured of our very best wishes for your 
success in this important project. 

With warm personal regards, I am 

Yours sincerely, 

/(eJ.71~ 
~. 

U. S. Mitchell 



L ·-

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D.C. 

D ar Dr. Szilard, e 

212 Thornridge Dri~ 
Levittown, Pennsylvania 

April 11, 1962 

I keep hearing rumors that you have decided to go ahead with your Peace 

Lobby plan. I hope so. 

I'd like to suggest for the first hearings an examination of the actual 

military posture of the US and the USSR, their current,past and probable 

future strategic policy to determine whether the thesis of P.M.s. Blackett 

as set forth in the April 1962 issue of Scientific American is correct. If 

he is right and if the American People could be made to realize the facts, it 

might be possible for our government and the USSR to take significant steps 

toward ending the arms race. 

This may be the time and this may be the issue with which to launch the 

Peace Lobby. I earnestly urge your serious consideration of this idea. 

Very truly yours 

Mrs. H.L. Greenwald 



I 
I 

i 

\ 
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I think you can f ind your pr es sur e gr ou p ready-mad~ 
a t the Co - op . I a~ n o t sure abou t it ye t , out I am worki n g 
o n the one to 1-.' h i c h I belong , a.nd '·J hen i·1urray Linc oln comes 
to to wn , I intend t o Ppeak t o him a bout it . The Co- op 
~ ovement is wha t you mi gh t call democ r at ic caoi talism , and 
t he members tend to ae a h i gh ty pe o f pe rs on . 

bbout the pled g ing 2~ . 1 d on ' t think people wi l l do t ha t. 
I k now my husband wo n ' t . Jfuile it i s the rea s on b le thing to 
d o-- s til l, there it is , people ha t e to commit themse l ves to 
5 iving that much away ju s t t o save their li~es . 

If you could d o your work t h rough t he Co- op , you would 
_not need any money , because t he Jo - o p a lready is se t u p and ~ volunteers and others c oul d be f ound t o do a l l the task tha t 

/ are required , through the u sual channe l s of the group . 

/ I enc l ose the Uo- op ~ews ( Walnut Creek i ssue of the 
~erkeley ~dition-- de have f our in t h e day Area , a n d will 
so on hav e a f ifth , nnd after that a sixth) . Th i s is a 
bu~geoning organi zP tion . I hope you th i nk it i s a good 
idea . rlernice gngle sent me a c o ny of your spe e ch . 

l•~r s . Ha r vey Powe l son 
24 11 ~~arren Rd . 
ftalnut Cree k , Jalif . 

· ')~.· i 1 -~ ·· r ?./__.. .. . ~ .. v .1.:--Q.,... - - t ~ - :..;-...-, 



;: . 

fJK. ~ .. r..:J:~r-:::1.3, r:1 .. 
em ~'R0T ~ ~ ')ili ~ -· 

r~ ~OR~ ':l6. ·!. ".: 

Dear Doctor Szilard: 

{1) I may remind you of the 'slogan' we hear from 
you (la s t February) "Better led than dead". Thus, 
I do hope that we (here in N.Y.C.,as well as else­
where) will hear soon about the PROGRESS of the 
Dolphin Plan. 

(2) I permit myself to enclose herewith these CLIP­
? I NGS at least s o m e of wgich might· not have 
come to your ken(inasmuch as they seemed purely 
1 o c a 1 in appearing)--hoping that they may 
ppove_ of some usefulness to you,i.e. to the Dol­
hin P+an,etc. (even if, at present, they might have 
to be put away merely in the "Files".) 

(3) Would you kindly let me know about your oom- · 
ing to Jew York as early as possible---if feasible, 
about ,at least . one week in advance ! ( M might 
have to go to Toronto to a Nat'l Conference by 
May 6th, or so). 

Thanking you in advance, 

your 'for ~e (Glphins', 

r·Mttiw-n JM~-u 

Apr.l6,1 9 6 2 





JOSEPH W. STILLt M.D., M.P.H. 
2923 Waldorr Avenue 
camden 5, New Jersey 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington, 1D.c. 

Dear Dr. Szilards 

April 15, 1962 

I expect to arrive in Washington 
in the late afternoon of April 22nd, so 
if it would be more convenient for you 
to see me that evening, than on the 23rd 
or 24th, that would be fine. I will call 
you as soon as I reach Washington. 

With personal regards and good 
wishes. 

Sincerely, ~ 

, ~~" tfJ-&- w;ft.u 
Joseph w/J Still, M.D., M.P.H. 

I 

v 
JWS :kls 



DIVISION 0 F PEAC::E AND VVORLD ORDER 
< d N F I <A I 

Dr. leo Szilard 
Dupont Pla:·a Hotel 
\vashington, n .c. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

C) I ' t t' f\./lf lt-IC)L:> I r - HLJ RC:: H 

0 
THE METHODIST BUI LD IN G 

1nr1 Mll.f~YLJ\NO AVENU E NORlHEA ST 

VYI\' t liNG r O N 2 DC UNC" OLN n 1000 

March 28, 1962 

Our division of the Hethodist Board of Christian Social Concerns 
has just published a book on disarmament, ~one Shall Make Them 
Afraid, written b:v the Reverend H. 'todney Shaw, a Methodist Minis­
ter and a member of our staff who served as an arMY chaplain during 
the latter nart of Horld Har II. He are sending you a complimentary 
copy with this letter. 

We believe this book represents a significant contribution to the 
discussion of the whole question of arms control and disarmament. 
It now appears that interest in the hook is so great that the first 
edition of ten thousand will soon he exhausted. We would welcome 
very much your comments and criticism on this treatment of a very 
important sub.iect. 

Since ely yours, 

Herman Will, Jr.
1

;\.f.:-.__[(> / 

Htl/pd 
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SAMUEL. D . SHRUT. PH. D . 

1 20 EAST 87TH STREET 

NEW YORK 28. N . Y . 

ENRIGHT 9-~283 



THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 37 • ILLINOIS 

THE BEN MAY LABORATORY POR CANCER RESEARCH 

------

Dr. Leo Szilard, 
Hotel Dupont Plaza, 
Washir~ton 6, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard, 

9~0 B . ~9TH STREET 

March 22, 1962·. 

Because I know about your great interest in the problem 
of disarmament I am takin~ the liberty of enclosing a copy of a 
Proposal which may be of interest to you. Since I was unable, as 
a Biochemist, to judge whether remote monitoring was at all tech­
nically feasible, I discussed the idea briefly with Prof. John 
Simpson of the Enrico Fermi Institute. He encouraged me to submit 
the pronosal to Dr. Jerome Wiesner and suggested that I send 
copies to several other scientists. I intend also to submit a 
brief article, based on the ProPosal, to the Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scientists. 

As far as I am aware, this proposal is a novel one. It is 
based upon two assum~tions,- apart from the one that it is tech­
nically feasible: (1) Detection devices on Soviet territory are 
of great importance to us; and (2) The Russians' REAL objection 
to insPection is based on their fear of having foreigners snooping 
around on their territory. If these assumPtions are valid then 
this proposal could serve as a real compromise. The President's 
emphasis on this matter in his Press conference of March 14 is 
a recent e xample of the apParent validity of the first assumption. 

I am aware of certain objections which could be raised 
a~ainst this proposal. It might be argued, for example, that 
the Russians '·muld balk at allowing on-site inspections called 
for under section 7. This is true, of course, under any plan, 
and I feel that the publication of suspicious events, as outlined 
under section 6, would help align world opinion against such 
balkin~ . The auestion of what to do about China could be treated 
under section 8. 

I recognize the fact that many persons have thought about 
this matter far more profoundly than I have, and that my proposal 
may be very naive. Ho"Vrever, vrhen so much is at stake it seems to 
me that anyone with any ideas should try to be heard. 

Sincerely yours, 

~~-gM~~~k· 
H. Richard i..evy 
Assistant Professor. 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

DIVISION OF HUMANITIES 
RIVERSIDE, CALIFORNIA 

De nr Professor Szilkrd: 

20 Harch 196 2 

I (.We beEJ'l follo •· ·:i n(l; ~r 0ur e.r guments i.nd 
writings for me.n;,r montl1s no·.7 anc' \'Tis >. th · _t. I rememhered you better 
fr Olil my f .---..ther's house in Berl '_n. 

A stu dent sent rr.e a co :r of y :>u r spe 0c1: "~n(] y our a ppeal, in 
rJ.ns"'"'r t" ~t>icb I ..,rn enclo ~ ~ --- my co:~ t. ri.hut i on . You are entirely 
ri ght : ,.,e are on th~? ro ac1 t o ,_,_ur. I m;rsclf hwe publicly commi~d 
mys elf to thi ' pro rhecy : ':i&.r !'l.t -l; h0 1'e --; i nni· : of 1-:: 0nned~s t hird term 
( to highlj. r,~1t t J1 p. f a ct. t hat i n an em ~'· r;:- e ncy c on~ t~tut i ·,nal pro­
vis:!. o ; ~ s · j ll " 0u nt for 15 t tle ). Yet I :.1111 <1. :fr :::ti c t.h t I c c. 1mot 
sh · . .re y ou r opt imi sm :1~ t o hon i ~ n·i rh+ be 'Tev ent ed, anc1 a e a non­
s ci entis t. I resent t he moliOpoly o ~ t l10 scientist --: on the pro pos ed 
Council. The trouble lies not i n r t i "Yl'j.l s cle mes of in t ernational 
a greements or policy move~: . I t lies ·: ·it.~ : ublic O ]~ini nn. If yru 
co· ld firs t of CJ.ll silence y r;ur colle -·.g:ue o.n c' c cnntryman Mr. Teller 
I ,··ut,ld have more ho ; e. At1d . i n gener~l , fl ubl ic opini on, cert ainly 
in s ·mthern CrU.ifornia, i i:?J\mB1h liz e d for ·.v!lf to an incredib::e extent. 
No one want s war, to be ~ure, but av er :< o m:..ny "'ant a ll thG thinc; s 
tha t mgke for y;ar. d ~ s a]:1!l~lrat 

There c :1.n be no effective MIDiJ:ixn:bn unles s th erl'l i ::: psycholo ical 
disamo.ment first. - ~'hat you need i s a better c o;··:• re11enf>ion in our 
public of why t h e l{us si ans beh·;tv e lH:e Rl.tc :-; ie.ns, more sympathy with 
their ;1r nblen r; , a better unde ;-d :tn cl fmr· of theiJ rnoti-.ation. I give 
t a lks i n our comr'!Unity a nc't a ! e always ap ~) e_lled by the f act th<:-.. t s o few 
peop -~e n ·-.na( ·; e to make sense of the · ·orld i ll · ·1!i. c h they live. Jlnd they 
have l itt- le i dea of the des t. ructivene :- s o f w~<r. I h 3.ve heard them 
cheer a ?res.ker '"'~O c ::-..l led for an act ~_ve '."?.r , .. i t h aJ.l Ollt' ·•-reapons 
at t h e e nrli es t opport.uni t. y . 

I agree ·--ith y u a'bout th e seri r-u s nes~ of the situation, but I 
cannot help feelin o: t h at much of our p ~-e , ent. nati ,)nal mentalit-y 
is the result. o f an e:xc essiYe r, lor i -~ic ::.:filon of ~ cience a n ,' a resulting 
callous nes :· +.o,_-:ard the hum"Ul i t i - s . I sonet ine s even feel thr~t all 
tho~e -.-rho call for a bet ' er und e :-- :-+.anc~ i r.~: of - cience :i.n our a p;e, like 
Rabi, SnovT, and all the others , are ca"t i n r: :m ~ ndirect vote for 
war. Let u s end our vast s c i entific :- ·, ojec t :: , r:or1e of them do :nright 
silly ( like t h e hur; e radio t ele s co ~l es se .r<h irw: for radio voices 
from out er space) anc' conc e ntr .t ? ou :t at t enti o n and ene r gies on the 
human ;) r oblerr.s , · UM"'-" reh ct i onz; in our o n ; od ety in order to 
e;et tmay fr om the :_Jan i e of ~. h e John 3irc h s ociety, and huma n rela tions 
be-t ·een countries . The cau s es o f ·,; •.r J.i e v ery deep in our " oci e ~y - {k__ 
t!Jey c annot be elirc i na~~ ed by clever e;i mnick s . The deeper c auses h ave > ) 1- J 
alr endy doomed us - unle s :: there be a vas ·~ · n oral r evuls:iion against 
-~ he very bas e s of ou r cu r rent soc:i et :· ( a r;x-1 no ne i s in .prospect). ~- 1'--'J I w:i s~1 yrltt ·-·ell in y our pDoj oct. < ,, , -1 t-._.~ . -'IA~.-Lt.--...-£ ;'.. ~ -"' /,v. _JL. --. ( , .... ,. , L - · l,.. ... .... ' v .... 

n.r·spec t runy :.-- oun·, --¥~ u. vc»J ~ 
Theorlnre t.!. 17on Lare 



J J ~ rvf L "A 
Mrs. Albert E. Blumberg r v ......... - \" \ 

628 W est- 151st Street. New York 31. New York 



Dear Mr. Brower: ,;.,~ f1 
I recently got a copy of Dr. Szilard's speech 

which I have read and highly approve of. In talking 
with a number of friends I think it would be quite 
possible to get some 5-10 families as a minimum to 
agree to the,terms. Tho at least at the start we 
couldn't do much re. the Federal vote at least we 
could contribute money and start on a Island program 
here. I am enclosing a check for $1.50 to get 6 
copies of the speech and since I am a former Boston 
resident am writing you. I would appreciate being~ 
put on the mailing list to hear of any further \~ 
developments in the "Movement". Sincerely, ~\1\llv Thomas L. Hall. M. D. ~ ~ J/ " : A

1 Centro De Salucl / pn--~ • 
Guayn•bo, Puerto lico · 
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33 P::trk Trail 
Lroton-on-hudson, l~ew York 
15 111. arch 1962 

1.. - \, L.IV) 
ur Leo Szilard 
Jupont Plaza notel 
'11as hington, u C 

' ~ \U.IAJL 
Dear iJr t> zilar d, 

I r ead in ,Joseph 1wershb;J. 1 s New York Post article yes ter day about your interest ln .-:~. peace lobby . Mavine read some of your wri tin r.s in the bulletin of t he :\ tomic :.Jcientists, I am convinced t hatyw are a person who mi cht be very effective in such a role, and 1 offer my support and encour­agement. 

1 would be nappy to be on the list of peopl e who will be informed of your act ivities. .n. collea~ue of mine would also like t o rec eive s uch informati on. He is: 

. 6an1'ord ltosenzweig , PhiJ } ~ . ~/. ( 13 Castle douse J.Jrive 1 e)- ,.t:._..::.. uobbs F'erry , ~~ ew York Jv '"'"~- ' ~/.tf 
.May 1 say that l am deeply grateful for your recent recovery from symptoms of cancer. 

rlespectfully yours, 

~ at.u_ P~ 
~~-;rennan, PhD 
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Dr. Leo Szilard 
Dupont Plaza Hotel 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard:-

I 

i'~ 
v '\../\. 

104 N. Waldinger Street 
Valley Stream, New York 

March 15, 1962. 

At the outset, I must confess that my reaction 
to the news of the disappearance of the symptoms of 
cancer in your case, although one of pure unadulterated 
joy, was not entirely selfless -

I was selfish enough to be grateful that you 
could go on with your "peace lobby" and get a movement 
started for those of us who share your views. 

Although I cannot qualify as either scholar or 
scientist (would the fact that my husband teaches 
physics and we have a son at MIT qualify me as a 
quasi-scientist?), I wonder, if you would be kind 
enough to let me know what contribution I might make 
to this cause which means so very much to me. 

My admiration for you has been of long standing 
and while I applaud your contributions to science which 
are very great indeed, it is for you as a humanitarian 
that I have the deepest respect - you are one of my 
select group of people whom I call "giants" because 
you were and are great human beings first and scientists, 
philosophers and even politicians second - Einstein, 
whom I adored - Bertram Russell whose writings have had 
the profoundest influence on my thinking and even led 
me to a serious study of Mathematics at the age of 40 -
Nehru - I could go on and on but this letter is already 
much longer than I had expected it would be and I beg 
your indulgence. 

Sincerely yours, 
/ ~ ' / :/ /)) ' ) -: 7(_~-::-:~J 

(Mt s. George Kanstroom) 
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N . 
~~ > Dr. Leo SzilF~. r d 't\ ~ Y. ~- '"· 

1 

Hotel Du uont ~lAza 

~ 

J C~ shin cton 6 , 0 . •., . 
t-·iarch 14, 1 962 Ue o r Dr. Szilard , 

I a m writj_n r thir n ot e su ecifica l l~ to encoura~e y ou 
in vour ef :i OI't :·: to f o rrJ an e! f ective :!:'ea ce lobby . 
::: f vou coul •-~ r1 r~ ~· ."'l n v useful t ine or ~ne rr-v from 
r~e , ~ : · · r ou.Jr~ 1) ., • :1 P et tc. es s ir:: t . 
:;: a r• nl r C' "' l'" '' " :i_ n.- t h e f ul l8st ef f ort to \'lflrd pea ce 
of •:!l- ie: I Cc '1 t r i q ~ · . i· a.inl v , :,: hevr> \· ork ed out the 
enclo E:cd nlan , u -::l cn r· l1 i c h tl:e r e i s s till enormous 
~or ~ to be ~one . 1 nR ~spe ct o f t he n la n not not ed 
o n the encJ . o s ~ d d r;'I J·t i s n rovision of travel ~rants 
to T'en:;ons ·:·ho i'•i l.i. r o c>,broacl to n ork o n t h e p lan • 
.. he t !ler :;_ Ce '·, ;--e t aJl o f th i s of f the ~Cround remains 
to b e s e en ; not the l e a st de pen di n r u~on t h e success 
of f u nd-ra i s i n• · to b ~ s tart e ~ soon . 
I al so do s o :·nc: r; or 1· 'v ith t h e ·:Jo !':len Strike for Peace 

,-,;o v eLt c nt . l n h c t nee n :i ' r:1 an artist a nd a psych iatric 
soc i<J:J. work e r. 

Cc•n <" i ci.er i n :- <J ll ti •is , l ' ''' n o t o ntirnistic that I could 

be of dj_ r~ct r-, 1~ · :i. 'l v onr 1.1 ro .··-r 2~:1 . ; Oi'le v e r, I 1!/0uld 
<:1t l •;;.:' :st ]_j_i· ,, tn '~· · c ··· 'r. i! :i: o nY~r" o f v our n ro,<"re s s 
2' :• : , [1 C"" r:l..l. , T , ,. :_: _ ~ -,: V C-1 ' ."' !! (' ·!o l::: t l - oll ~· l; tfu l r ro .r;- r nrr. 
• ·e . l ' 

......1 
( '/7 // 7J k; ') '/·' /_;'7-«-AA-L-
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James M. Ballard 
Box 125J Man's Dorms 
Uni vern ty or Pennsylvania 
J?th am Spruce Streets 
Philadelphia 4, Pannsyl'V811ia 

16 March 1962 

bridge JB, Mae, to send you a oopy or the speeeh upon which the 

article in the Chicago Maroon wu based. I am trying to keep the 

studeDt Movement currently informed or what I am doing through Todd 

Cl1.tlin of Tocsin at Harvard, Qu:1.noy House, Harvard Univerld.ty., Cam­

bridge, Mass. am he should be able to tell you how far we have got. 

I have no answer to mst or the specific questions that 

you ask and 1 t is too early' for me to cone em m;rsel.r w1 tb deeieioaa 

or this eon. 

S1.ne e1"8ly • 

Leo Ssilard 



Dr. Leo Szilard 
Professor of Bio-Physics, 
University of Chicago, 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

Box 1253 , Men' e Dorma , 
Univerei ty of Penna., 
37th & Spruce Streets, 
Philadelphia 4, Penna. 
March 1, 1962 

I read, in the March 1, 1962 edition of the Chicago Maroon, that you han in­
itiated a movement to create a peace lobby in Washington. I am a member or the Stu­
dent Peace Union, a. solid but not poli ticq_lly active movement. Thus I am very curious 
to know what poliatical action you plan to take to promote the rlel1d•e1·pf the mill tary 
aspects of the cold war. 

In this connection, would you please send me twO items. First, an outline or 
your program an4 a brief statement of the extent to which you plan to co-ordinate 
your efforts with those of the United World Federalists, the S~ent Peace Union, 
the Friends Peace Lobby, etc. Second, please inform me 1.) what~ou plan to do to 
aid "peace candidates" in the '62 Co118Tessional electionsJ 2.) what part you think 
students (in college) might play in aiding the campaigns of men like Robert Kasten­
meier of Wisconsin, or William Meyer of Vermont; 3.) what five or ten candidates 
across the nation will most merit our support once the primary elections have 
passed. 

There is a "tactics" meeting of college students interested in organizing peace 
movement activities for 1962, on March lOth, at which I think the material I have 
requested above would be most valuable. Therefore, if, at this time, you can send 
me only some of material asked for, please send what you can and I shall write 
for the other material at a later date. Thank you for your time and co-operation. 
May your movement be practical, moral, and successful. 

a;::~~.J 
1 James M. Ballard --} 
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Fir$t Avenue al 47th Street New York 17, N. Y. OXford 7-3934 

Monday, March 12, 1962 

ProfesDor Leo Szilard, 

Hotel Dupont Plaza, 

Washington, D.c. 

Dear Professor Szilard: 

Vera Dean's address is Director of Non-West-

tern CivHizations Studies Program, University 

of Rochester. 

1 en.ioyed mery nruch talkiTl.g to you and thank 

you again for your hospi t~li ty. 

New name as of March 15, 1960: Foreign Policy As11oclation 
-World A1fair11 Center 



CENERAL ATOMIC 
D I VISIO N O F G ENERAL DYNAM ICS CORPOR AT I O N 

P . 0 . 8 0 X IJ 0 IJ . 5 A N 0 I C G 0 I .2 , C A 1.. I F 0 ff N I A 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

March 14, 1962 

Thank you so much for your letter of March 7 and the 
information about the 2~ for Peace movement. I would like 
very much to come down to Washington to see you on either 
the 29th or 30th and I shall call you from Baltimore 
probably on the 28th to make a firm appointment. 

Very truly yours, 

~J.(h 
Wade L. Fite 

WLF:amr 

............. ~ 
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DR LEC . SZILARD 
.. 

DUHNT PLAZA lt8TE1. WASH» 
I 

z 
g ~ . CANNOT IN teRScJtNCE AJID C8NFIDENCE BND!:RTAKD RE$PONSlBI 

~ ~ YOU ASK. :DELICHTED TO 0RGANIZE . REGIONALLY IN ANY WAY YIU eli'f:!H~.~~A>,l•~.l' 
z 0 WILL CflNTRIBUIE . FINANCIALLY 1 AND 0THIRW1S£. WILL PJAIL . S~t~ 

ffi ~ LETTERS TG POTENTIAL DONORS • I~DIATELY • MY REC:RETS • J TtU:fll· 
f-oe~ 
~ ~ THIS IS . BEST 

~ MARTIN PERl:TZ. 

z p -- -------------------------------------~~-~ ~... • =-= ------------...;.._... 



Dr. Leo Szilard 
Eot el Dupont Plaza 
Washinc ton 6 , D.C. 

:JOHN McCLAUGHRY 
2 433 DURANT AVENUE 

B ERKELEY 4, CALLFORNIP 

~-Ia rch 10, 1962 

M 

Thanks for your r ep l y to my l ett er of Febroary 24. 

Thre e days ago I wgs notified t hat I hqd won a Hull Memorial 

? ellowship for next summer, wh ich will ebable me to spend 

thr ee months wor king on an ass i gned project in the "peace" 

field. I h ~ve been qs sie ned to the Turn Toward Pea ce New 

York Office. 

This meqns I wi l l be unable to work for the Council 

t his su mmer, as I ha d previously proposed. Just the s a.me, I 

am very interes ted in the progr ess of your project and could 

possiblY help part-time as a volunteer in New York. 

Please let me know hovr your pl ~,ns ar e coming along, 

and how I can be of any service to them. 



Dr. Leo ::lzilard 
Hotel Dupont ~laza 
Wa ffiingtnn 6, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

M J Dana Street 
Cambridge )8, Mass. 
March 11, 1962 

Enclosed is the final page of addresses of those who have received 
4 or morecopies of your speech. This page and the four I sent you two 
days ago list all those whose copies were sent through the end of February. 

From March 1 on, I have adopted a new system of bookkeeping. Each 
day or two I send out all copies requested, and type out a list of the 
transactions, with 2 or J carbons. The original I will send to you every 
so often, and the carbons I keep here for my records. This means that you 
will be getting a small amount of extraneous information, such as- my 
daily financial accounting, and the names and addresses of those receiving 
only 1, 2, or J copies. But it should be easy enough for your staff to 
pick out, whenever they may be needed, the names of those receiving 4 or more. 

I am also enclosing a book review by Marty Peretz in the latest 
New Leader. While I don't agree with all of Fromm's assumptions and 
analyses, I personally find Peretz review distasteful, and wonder if you 
don't agree. 

Two more sheets of names and addresses came from you yesterday, and 
I filled all the requests this morning. I trust that you are keeping carbons 
of these request~ lists that you send me; please note that I do not bother 
to ret~e the names and addresses of these people onto the lists I send you. 
If you do not have carbons on previous lists you have sent me, let me know 
and I'll have them photosta~d and send them back to you. 

You have now also received virtually all of the letters of special 
interest that I have rec,ived. I'm sorry to have fallea a bit behind in 
having them photostatied and sent on to you; this delay never occurred in 
the filling of orders, and hopefully won't occur again. 

The first 1000 eeprints arrived today from 6hicago. Since I am getting 
4000 in all, I expect to have plenty to send on to you any time you may need 
them. In fact, with the Bulletin now selling them, I may not be able to use 
all of these, although the freasury contains enough money to pay for them all 
already. 

Since each reprint has the Bulletin's price of 10 cents each, or 7 cents 
each for 25 or more, clearly printed on it, I believe that I must also sell 
them for this, even to those who send in money at the old rates. Otherwise 
they will feel gypped upon eeceiving the reprints marked with a lower price. 
This will be possible because the Bulletin charged me only 4 cents each plus 
postage, and because we do already have enough cash to pay for the full 4000. 

P.S. I'd be curmous to see the list of those 
invited to serve on the Council and as associates 
if you have an extra copy. 



. ~· 

March 8, 1961 

Bear Professor Szilard : 

I am a student very much interested in 
joining your 'peace lobby'. Please send me 
informa tion about it. 

Thank you. ~ ~ 
Stephen Smith 
Haverford Colle~e 
Haverford, Fa • 

• 



MN. Mal'gllftt (J..becm 
AUtl'tal Riggs Cmter. Inc. 
stoekbl'ld.ge,. Manachwtet.ta 

M&%\1 thanks !"or your TfJJ!'y kind letter or 28 Febnary. 

There is no 1mmed1ate need ftn! funds f'or ~u to ocmcem ,oune1t 

abcMrt. I am working hat'd to identi!'y the members or the CounaU 

will be printed 1n the April issue or the Bulletin ot the .A.toadc 

Saiatt.iat& \1bich comes out 1n the first rw days of Aprll. 

S!Mel"tlly • 

Leo Szilard 

- I 



ROBERT P . KNIGHT , M . D 

M[O fCAL DlltECTOpt . 

MARGARET BRENMAN 

JOSEPH 0 . CHASSELL, =HOD. 

PROF. ERIK H . ERIKSON . . 

CON8ULTANT 

ROBERT A . HARRIS p 

JULE P . MILLER, Jl'l· . • ~ : ~: 

AUSTEN RIGGS CENT 

"O" TH£ STUDY AND TI'IUTN~NT 0,. E R . INc. 

NON -,.I'IO"IT CHAI'IT£• TH~ "8YCHOIUU"O·~·
 

S 
~ IN J•t• 

TOCKBRIDGE MASS 
. ACHUSETTS 

TELE~HONI! STOCKBRIDGE 
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EDGERTON McC. HOWARD 

ASSOCIAT~ N£DICAL Dll'l~~:,; 0 . 

STUART C. MILLER, M . D 

DAVID RAPAPORT p · 

EUGI!NI! TALBOT. PHHO D . 

EUGENE E. TRUNNELL .M D 

ESS A . WHITE, J"·· M O . · 
ROBERT B. WHITE, M·. D·. 





180 South Street 
Freehold, New Jersey 

Professor Leo Szilard 
University of Chicago 
Chicago 36, Illinois 

Dear Professor Szilard: 

February 26, 1962 

We read your article in the January issue 

of the U of C magazine with great interest. Particu-

l arly, we were intrigued by your proposal for a 

"Council for Abolishing War." Should such an organi-

zation begin to materialize, should it be accepted in 

principle by your audiences, should it run into rough 

weather - - whatever, we would be interested in 

receiving th e details. 

Thank you for a well-written, informative, 

and highly effective article. 

Very truly yours, 

Nancy S. Philippi 

\- ll \~\-



s.K. AJ.l180Jl 
The Research Institutes 
The university or Chicago 
Chicago )7, I11ino1s 

Dear Allisonz 

/ t 

1 March 1962 

Attached you will f'1nd a no-te with eome 1nf'.-t1on 

cono&ming t.he Movement to date. This note 1a not quite ap-to­

date but it represents the latest information that haa hem wrlttc 

up. 

Leo Sd.lard 

*ld. 

:, 
' 
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LOBBY FOR PEACE (NortherJZ California) 
345 FRANKLIN STREET • SAN FRANCISCO 2, CALIFORNIA • MARKET 1-7341 

327 MARYLAND AvE., N.E. • WASHINGTON 2, D.C. • liBERTY 7-5935 

lllrak .5. 1962 

Orea~er St. Loaia OS.Uuu Coad.ttH ca blear IlataraU• 
6,504 ~lmar BCRll.nard 
St. Lod.a, aaaourS. 

Oa~l-.na 

' l I Ii 
) ,vl ·-·- I 

It ar lMt :p1Ulmrp111lou ot • to •uue•" a ooardiDaWcl uti•, lRlt J a..U 
liD to ap~ it from the standpoint ot aakiDs tttr help, fttbl- ._ 
tellillg B.D7one what to do. 

'fhe program ot 8ftr7 ;poaoe orpnisation 1Dolw1 .. uouaiJac the .. lie 'IJ' 
le·"era to newapapero ana. p&lalio atticiala. I would like to uk 1lb.e-­
hera at 1111 OID&ll outti t, .Lobby tor Pee.ce, to wri w auah lettera U.U.teq 
atter atmospheric teata are exploded, nory time. I thiDk ~ will Jlap. 
pen, e;yn;y, but it can be aall, igaoraat, and 1nconsp1ououa ,. lt 10M 
larae, well SI'O'Wlded in taot and authori tatiTe opiJlioa, 8Afl 00 tmpr•aiW 
that it cannot be ignored. One ot the troublee 1a that I mow ot ao &004 1 

authoritatiTe, ahort au~ement, nlnant to thil time ad pl&M, tut 
:raieee all ot the quastiona (and haa the &DI!Iwera) to which I oan r.r• ••• 
upon wbioh we ean 'bue our letters. 

It Szil.ar4 1a .Lobby and ReeMJ'Oh Orpaiution were in operation, l ..-14 
u:t it tor this serTice, which would be a DBtural. tor it. I aow Dr. 
S>&Uard does not think testing is an important issue, u4 woal4 ratJs• IIOt 
get mixed up in 1 t, at leut in his organizins stages. But hi• COUiloU 
might agree with DJm1 of \IS that the arms race and the !tth Mticm u4 tlaa 
propaganda pcea1bll1 tieil 1n this iaaue are ot auttioient iDr;portaDO e te 
siTe 1 t research a"ention. 

But SzUarcl'a grwp ia not r•d7 yet. And we feel •ta zwe4. I DCMIU 
like to ask the Oftater s•. Louis Citizen 1 Oarai ~tee 011 NuoleaJ' Iat-..Ucm 
(or Federation of .Amariean Soientiata, or Dr. Ve Allen •a group, t:~ the 
Pi tuburp Stud)" Group) to prepare suoh a pa.pC', check it with Pal&l.Uct 
Be~e, Orear, De:#4:don, Inglis, aD4 perhaps nen WieeJWr an4 a.e oth_.. 
and get it w Turn Toward Peace, 1n time so thef can se• it diatribuW 
to tile1r 2.50 oon'e8pond1Dg and cooperating groups ao they oan gcn 1~ :1a -. 
banda ot their graaaroota membership a week betore the first teat. (1rUl 
'1'rP 4o ~, Bolt Pickwt?) 

This is a lot to uk 1A a ahort time, I know, but thia ia tile llel.P • 
want an& need 1A order "o put apiri t and intell igenoe into oar letten • 
an4 make it .... W'Ol"thwhile to wri~e. We will pa)", ot OOUl"'le, fur' lbaft 
tar printi.Dg and diauoibu·uon. 



Bow JlllOh will maJor radiation traoticma, StroD.tl•· e ..... 11a, I.U., 
OarboDe increaae wi:\h the "nll"ioualy sised aDd pl.MM ~f.CIM 

that will be detODatect? What ditfC"ClOe 1t th .. e ue led­
ahielded, like the Rwlaiau • 65 ll!r b.iu\7 

Where will thia ra41atiOD go -- wbat pa'\terna, whe, trom Ohriatlllld 

.Z.laD47 

Bow ~ pEtOJ)le will be killecl? Oorer what U.? What 1a the .,._ 
oentage? What will the senetio d8J188e be - traa thu e ._._, 

Whet are th4i pr..umed adftntagea trora the t.eta'l 

What are the riaka ot keepi~~g teatiD& Open to other ooutn• D.OWf 

X. teetiDS •not an endl.eea fl'ontier:r"? Will a loaleaUr o-... (d4 
others, ~) pr~tt:v aOOD? (Bethe, Jan S) 

I• it poeai'ble to polio• a voluntary moratorium? Wonh1rh11et 
(Waakow, Feb. ~tlgtit bthl%) 

What beariDg has teeti.Dg on diaaruamen'? 

What will 'be the ei'fectll on ths arme re.oet 

May we hear trca you'? 

HSalJ 
oor l~.s. 

Dr. .Leo SUlarf. 
Dr. IJ.nu Inul1JtC 
Mra • Dt.rpret RUBS ell 
~~~. liJ.la e Bouldiag 
llr. Robert Pickul 
Dr. Van J.llea 



HARVARD UNIVERSITY 

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL RELATIONS 

February 26 , 1962 

tvlr . Michuel J. Brower 
3 Dana St. 
Cambridge 38 , Mass . 

Dear Mi ke : 

EMERSON HALL 

CAMBRIDGE 38, MASSACHUSETTS 

I n the course of talkin g with St u<1rt Hughe s abou t o t h e r matters I had a c ha nce 
informally to b r i ns up Marty Peretz , s a y i ng that the r e was a p ossibility o f 
his being considered f or a liason job in Washingt on and wh at did he think? 
He laughed heartily , said that Peretz amused him, t h a t h e knew he r ubbed 
other people the wrong way but that he wasn ' t bothere d b y him but rather 
refreshed and perked up . Th e n I asked wha t if t here we r e a choice between 
Marc Rask in and Peretz . He said of course Rds kin was one of the most 
superior p eople with all Peretz's vision and drive b u t much more experienced 
and bette r in e v ery way . 

And I also talked to R~skin myself on th e phone today and he is certainly, 
as I sugge sted to you , _i_n an extremely tigh t posit ion and migh t welcome a 
well deserved relie f . 

Since:r· ely , 

lJCJvid Ries ma n 

DR/mhh 
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Mr. Jolm MoCl.augbrT 
243J Durant ATanne 
Berkeley 4, cali.f'om1.a 

Dear Mr. MoClaughlyt 

28 Febru.ar.1 1962 

M41V thanks tor 10'11' letter or February 24th ecloa1Dg 

y&ur eolt~~~n !rom the Da1l.y C&l1tom1an. 

After the Co\moil has been formed you!' letter will be 

tranni tted to them and I might take you up on )'OU!" offer or 

wol"king for the Council next S11m!Jter. 

Yonrt!l s1.nc enly • 



Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Pl a za 
~as h i ngton 6, D ~C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

':JOHN McCLAUGHRY 
2433 DURANT AVENUE 
BERKELEY 4 , CALIFORNIA 

February 24, 1962 

Enclosed is a copy of my column from the Daily Californian, student newspaper .. at the :Oerlceley campus of the University of California. 

I would like to help you in your project if you decide to go a.head. Here is my b r.t ckground: 

1. A. B. Vdami (Ohio) in physics a nd m!lth, 1958. Cum l~.ude, 
Phi Beta Kappa, ~resi d e nt of 5 campus organizations. 

2. Ins~ctor in math, : J. ami U. 1958-9 

3. r.: .s. I\uclear Engineering , Cd>lumbia, 1960. 

4. 16 months experience at reactor experimental and design work for genera l elect ric co. 

5· Le t t GE 9/61 to work for .11.-! • . ~. and PhD. in Polit ical Science, Univ. of Cql1fornia 

6 . Vice President and Political a ction chairman , United World Feder alis ts of ~orth ern California. Author of Politic3l 
~ cti on Hanu al (suppli ed on request). 

7· !-~ember, FAS, U\'lF, ,, mer ica n :-~ u manist .Assoc., ACW, ISGS. 
Have twice held Q cl e ar ance from AEC 

. l\'(C. 
W\ f'\(..,_ -.~ hat I prop ose is this: If you are int erested, I will \'fork for you,.... ~ V r · on politica l acti -:;n, pub lic rel?-.ti .·nS, research, leg \'fork, wtc. n.ll next su mmer. I hn.ve h.., d experi ence a.t all. I can vwrk long hhours , and wil ~ do so f or jus t e n ~uz h money to subs i st - say, $24 a week as rock bottom. If aft er two weeks you think it isn 1 t wor th the trouble or money, you qr e f r ee to l e t me go. If I do 

:1 really good job and f unds ar e available, I vTould hope to get a bonus. If f unds a r en't available, th 'lt's my tough luck. 

Lst me know wh ~t you tfuink of thi s of fer. 



Sound Off!-for 75¢ (plus tax).-Newest kin<~ of 

telegram is Western Union's recently inaugurated 

1 
Public Opinion Message. Sender can register his 

views on any national, general, or regional issue in 

·15 words or less and telegraph it on to Washington 

for just 75,, plus Federal tax. Eligible recipients: 

The President, The Vice President, Senators and 

Representatives. This service is available from any­

where in the Continental United States. 
14 
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1lntutr.stty nf mnrnntn 

DEPARTMENT OF CHEMISTRY 

Dr. Leo Szilard, 
Dupont Plaza HoteJ , 
Washington, D.C., 
U.S.A. 

Dear Leo, 

TORONTO 5, CANADA 

22 December 1961 

You will be rece1v1ng by the same mail 
a letter from a Dr. Norman Z. Alcock. He is a nuclear 
physicist who became a businessman (Vice President of 
Isotope Products · Limited) and then, two years ago, left 
his job to devote himself full-time to the founding of 
a 'Peach Research Institute'. During these two years 
he has been living on his (dwindling) savings. Now he is 
ready to try to launch a drive for funds for his Institute. 

I have met him once, and we had a longish talk. 
He is much more sensible than his pamphlet, 'The Bridge of 
Reason', would lead one to suppose. He is writing to ask 
whether you could talk to him for an hour about what he is 
trying to accomplish. I think it would be very useful 
indeed if you could find time to machine -gun him, even 
briefly, with questions as to precisely what he is hoping 
to do and by what means. He started, I would suspect, 
by visualising a group of peace-loving scientists making 
a 'breakthrough'. He is now more realistic. But is he 
realistic enough and in the right way? - I don't know. 
By helping him onto the right track you would perform a 
real service. He is a serious and intelligent fellow, 
and will put everything he has into this endeavour. 

I am honoured to see that the article I 
peddled without much success in Stowe, now nestles beside 
your intriguing contribution to the December "Bulletin". 
Perhaps your article will read mine. 

With affectionate greetings to you and Trude 
at Christmas, 

Sincerely, 

JCP:EB John Polanyi 



from the desk of 

BARBARA SNADER~ 

/ \ 
. \ 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
VJushington, D.c. 

Dear Dr. Szilnrd: 

\ 

February 21, 1962 

Belatedly, here are sor.1e additional transcripts on 
your Los Angeles appearance. The Monitor story 
made the national edition. 

The other is the only copy of a broudcast I could 
ob tain , although other stations puhlici?.ed the~vent. 

I hope things are go~ng well for you. Regards to 
}:rs. Szilard. 

By the \·Jay, I received a letter from Hallock Hoffman 
at Santa r.arbura. He said he had recently had the 
pleasur e of nee tj_ng you . 

Sincerely, 

~ 
Barbara Snader 

1223 Beverly Estate Dr. Beverly Hi l ls, Calif. 
~ ~]J::mliXXJCD~!)fg(lllp CRstvwS-7620 'J- PUBLIC RELATIONS 
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Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

Sylvia Ba sey 
4034 SE 116 Ave 
Portland 66, Ore. 

Jan. 23 , 1962 

Have read the compl e te tex t of your spee ch printed in 
the need Colle r:e paper, The Q.ue st. I run in complete 
a ccord with y our views and f ee l that your proposal s are 
such that a l arc:e minori t y of peopl e could unite upon. 
Uost pro r:r ams a r e ~uch that thAy Appea l to to o small a 
c roup to be ef f ec tive . 

I have order ed a copy of your book and intend to read it 
i mmedia,tely. It's too be.d it i sn 1 t avai labl e in pocket­
book form. Could that be arranced? Pocket s iz ed books 
ha ve wi der distri hution. EvAn tho' your program could be 
managed by a minority, it should have the sympathy of the 
ma jority. 

I am sorry I cannot off er to support your program financially. 
I have three years of Co llege work, but no saleable skills 
so am tryinG to support my home and child on a me r e pittance. 
I do market-rGsearch 'Hork ; aver a ,... e about ~~200 per month. If 
you wonder how I live , the answer i s I'm not. We exist from 
day to day, and there is no futur e for rae . Uy sa.vings will 
close the gap no lon~er than 6 nonths from now. Then-I don't 
lmow. 

Neve rtheles s , the re are thinr,s I can do for you; time I can 
offe r. I would be mor e than cl~. d to donB.to wha t spare time 
I have to your proj ect if you ~re inte r ested in members like 
me wi th time but n o noney . ~.1y biggest asset is persuasiveness. 
I've n ever used this asset for sales wor k , or sold it for 
money; only on pet proj ects that ne s erved my respect. Believe 
your proj ect does s o. 

Go od luck. 

sb 
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Dear Dr. Szt1ard, 

t, ~ 8 
LBox 254 

8tockbr1dg•, Mass. 
Feb. 2, 1962 

I was delighted by your gracious phone call, and most 
particularly by the indication you gave that there seems to 
you to be, so far, sufficient nation-wide positive response 
to your proposal to warrant further active exploration at 1 
Directly after you called, three couples called me from New 
to ask whether there was any chan~e of meeting pith you in ew 
York in the near future. They are Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Penn, 
2 West 67 St., Dr. and 1rs. George Klein, 444 West 20 St., an4 
Dr. and Mrs. David Rubinfine, 35-12 165 St.,Flushtng, L. I. All 
of them are extremely interested in your idea and have doubtless 
written to you, pledging their support. Thet have been very aotL•e 
in distributing copies of your paper. Mr. Penn is a well-known 
director (having dire cted both of my husband's plays, "The Miracle 
Worker" and "Two for the SeeSaw" as well as Lillian Hellman's 
"Toys in the Attic" and Mosel's "All the Way Home"). Dr. Rubitl• 
fine is a psychiatrist and Dr . Klein is a professor of psychol$gy 
at N. Y. U·. 

I told them of our tentative agreement to have a meeting on 
Feb. 11 at 3 P .M. and said I would write to you to ask you what 
you would think of having this meeting include some of those 1n 
New York who have been active in spreading news of the proposed 
Movement. I am aware that a Dr. Meiers of Ne•11 York City. has 
written to you suggesting a large meeting there. From my one 
meetin g with him I have the impression that he ts a well--meaning, 
rather romantic, somewhat d isorganized, enormously dedicated 
gentleman wh0m you 9robably woul d find trying. He has beoome, 1n 
a 'tlay,a self-appointed"organizer"of what he calls nszilard1an•"• 
in the metropolitan area, and has done good work, but he Oannot 
become your .spokesman. I think his suggestion of a large meeting 
at this time is premature, although it probably could be managed. 

For myself, I wou~d think it perhaps more practical to have a 
meeting which would include perhaps five or ten representat1ves from 
Stockbridge, a similar number from the University of Connecticut 
( Michael Brower tells me there is much interest there), perb&ps ten 
or fifte~n fr om New. York City, and maybe also a group from ·..raah1ngton, 
D. c. In a group of forty or fifty people it might be easier tu dis­
cuss such practical pr0ble ms as the need for systematic reg1on•l 
organization, methods of na tiona l publicity, ways of tapping various 
professional groups, etc. In thls c onnection, incidentally, I . 
wonder if you re member Harold Oram who worked for the Committee of 
Atomic Scientists in a public relations ca pacity, some years ago? 



He has read your paper, pledged his s upport, and ordered more. He 
would be willing I believe to as su me a f a ir amount of administfative 
burc en (which few people ca n ) if he thought you would want him . to. 
I have wondered whether he should be among those invited from New York. 

I will a ppreciate hea ring what you thin k as soon as possible, 
so tha t I may notify peopl e . I d o not kno w any ' of the Con~&otl9ut _ . 1 -

,peeple but I would be glad to invite members of our group in Western 
~assachusetts a nd s ome f rom ~e w York . If there is a or oblem of where 
t o meet wit h s o many, I' d be g lad t o s cout around . · 

.. 
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Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6 , D.c. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

2564 Dysart Road 
Cleveland 18,0hio 

January 29, 1962 

On January 19, about thirty people held an informal 
meeting to discuss the proposals made in your speech here 
in November. We were f ortunate to have Dr. Paul R. Zilsel 
to guide the discussion. 

I will att emp t to summarize some of the points that 
came up for discussion. Any conclusions are not necessarily 
thos e of all the pe ople p res o~t. 

Although mo st of the group felt that they would sup­
port your general proposals, a few were rather wary. For 
example, some questioned the diplomatic effect of uni­
lateral pledges. They lik ene d this to 11 ghowing onels hand" 
in poker, feelinG tnat dip lomacy is better served by keep­
ing the opponr:mt gues sine; as to whether one is bluffing 
or not. 

However, most of the discussion centered on the organi­
zation of the council, the admi nistration of the lobby, and 
the control of avai lable funds . 

The group felt that the cotmcil should be an elected, 
rather than an appointe~ body, so tnat the contributing 
~~'members 11 would have a voice in the selection of the coun­
cil. Initially , nerhaps, they could elect from a proposed 
slate. Later vacancies could be filled by membership vote 
on nominees selected by a committee as well as those sug­
gested by members. A member could be defined as someone 
who paid his contribution to ti:le central organization. (Such 
an election procedure is used by Consumers Union, whose mem­
bership is Simply the subscribers to the magazine.) 

The group was almost unanimous in questioning the 
limiting of council membership to natural scientists, since 
there are certo.inly eminent non-scientists (notably Norman 
Cousins) who might be valuable to such a group. 

Many of us felt it undemocratic to give the council 
autonomous power to make decisions. Recognizing that the 
membership could ultimately control the council by with-
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holding money or votes, it was felt that the better part 
of a year mi ght e lap se b efore t he council would be aware 
of t h e dissatisfaction of L1c membersh ip. To overcome 
t h is d i fficulty, the line s of cor.~unication between mem­
bership and council should be r.10re exp lici tl"y detailed. 

Concern ing political contributions, it was apparent 
that some k i nd of central con trol v.,rould have to be set up 
in order tha t t hese ·.-.rould be allocated equitably , so that 
an early request to help candidate A wouldn 't leave candi­
date B short of funds just b e caus e he started campaigning 
later. 

Unqualified support of a candidate regardless of his 
stand on domestic issues r1a s b a l ke d at by those of us who 
could n ever vote for a ses r e0at i onist , for examp le. 

Several of t h o p art i cipants in our discussion are 
members of orga n izations su~h as SANE , Voice of Women, etc. 
They felt that your p roposal cou ld vrell p rovide the poli ti­
cal arm of such organizations. 

We conclud ed thc.t a l thouc;h there was a lack of unanim­
ity on many s pecific p oints, most of the p articip ants 
would be interes ted in b eing part of a movemen t to work 
toward p eace and '.'loul d lil: c to help it overcome the prob­
lems of initial orea~izat i on . 

Very sincere l y yours , 

\Ji~\.~ f_ Wo... \t41:rS 

~rs. Richa r d H. Walters 



WadeL. F1te 
}flO Arf'OYO Drlft 
!bo1n1 taa, Call.tomi.a 

7 Maroh 1962 

~ thanks .tor ;rour 1Jlt.eroast1ng letter or 2 Mareh. I 

doubt very much that our "Mo'ftmmt" vill be sut'ticientl.y f'ar a1cmg 

to be able to help 10Ut enn though it ie eoaoei.Tellble that 1t adght 

ret. 1n-.ol'Nd in contests tor three senate seata 1n 1962, the s-ate 

betl.ng more 1llportant ror u.s than the House. On matters or thia IIOI't 

I expect, hovever, to haw the cooperation or the National eo.d.ttM 

tor an Ef'f'ect.i n Congress l it 1a conce1 nJ&.ble that th.,- m1gbt chooee 

to support ,uu w1 th :f'Unds am I haft mentioned your Dible to Georp !grH. 

I nggest you vrlte him am g1:n him all the Nl.ew.nt 1Dtol"'ll&t101'1 e/o 

National COim:dttee tor an Ertect1:n Congren, 10 E. »th St1eet, B.L. 16. 

As tar as I kDcJv. I 8hal1 be in Wuh1ngtcm the 29th aal :3oth er 
March aM. I would suggest that you call me f'J'om Baltimore at, lhd8oD 

).6ooo. ill order to make a date. 

I am enclotdng a eopy of my ~h. Additional cop1.• are 

obtJdnable trom the Bnlletin or the Stomic SC1cmt1ata at 11 pw oopJ' 

f'or shiJDmtB of' 2.5 coplea or more. 
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If you think 1 t W0\1l.d help you to g.t ud.xtct-up w1 th our 
ttMovement" yn ought to contact Mrs. Joyce 'fAsd.n at the Scripps 

Inati tute or Ooe~Mgraphy, who may be able to pu.t 7011 1n touoh 
1d. th other peopl• 'Who are 1Dteruted. 

Attaahad is a Note conceming the reapcm•• to date. 
W1 th beet 1d.shes. 

,.+. 



Professor Leo Szilard 
DuPont Plaza Hotel 
Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Professor Szilard: 

340 Arroyo Drive 
Encinitas, California 
March 2, 1962 

You mtzy recall that several years ago we met at General Atomic, at a 
party at Marshall Rosenbluth's house, and have subsequently seen each other 
several times at the DuPont Plaza. It was because of our acquaintance that 
I was particularly interested when Ed. Gerjuoy called to my attention 
several months ago your address "Two Percent for Peace". I was also parti­
cularly interested in your proposed mechanism to provide political influence 
of scientists who are concerned about war and peace, for it represents an 
alternative approach to one in which I find myself currently embroiled. Per­
haps we have a basis for common effort. 

In my own case, a series of events have led to my finding that I 
apparently have a not inconsiderable amount of support for the Democratic 
nomination for Congress from the California 35th District. While part of 
this support stems from the belief that there should be, in this dtzy and 
age, some scientific competence in Congress, the professional support has 
come from those who have suggested that winning re-election to a school 
board last year in a particularly hot campaign indicates some measure of 
voter appeal. In no small measure there is also concern that this district 
could well do with a congressman who is sympathetic to the needs of the 
local basic industries which are highly technological in nature. 

By every standard of normal political judgment, the 35th District is 
among the safest in the State for the Republican incumbent who is Mr. 
James B. Utt. Despite the apparent invulnerability of his position, however, 
he is among the most personally vulnerable men in the Congress, and there 
is indication that there are sufficient numbers of Republicans who are 
disenchanted with him to enable an opponent to win his seat despite his 
apparent invulnerability. 

It is clear, however, that no usual candidate could turn this trick, 
and I think that this is really the major reason why attention has turned 
to me -- there is an outside chance that one as unusual as a scientist­
politician could unseat him. 

Basically, the problem is to reach the people with publicity and 
estimates of the cost of this range from $35,000 upward. While same local 
financial support has been pledged, it is inadequate to field a winning 
campaign, and outside sources would be required to make up the bulk of the 
campaign fund. I naturally wonder whether members of your movement could 
provide some of these outside funds. 
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I think it hardly necessary to mention that if a scientist-candidate, 
with the help of other scientists ·' could win election in such a district 
as the 35th, which was "given" to the Republicans in the last re-districting, 
in a state as politically important as California, the results would be 
spectacular. Basically it. would represent beating the politicians at their 
own game and would suddenly make a very great number of congressional ears 
extremely sensitive to the ideas which you outlined in your address and to 
the voice of the scientists generally. And I think that it can be done. 

I would certainly like to explore with you the possibilities in this 
matter. I shall be at the Baltimore Physical Society meeting and would be 
very glad to come down to Washington to see you on either March 29 or 30, if 
you are available. Alternatively, if you are planning to be on the West 
Coast prior to that time, I could arrange to meet you at your convenience. 
In any case, I hope that you can reply to this letter shortly, or telephone 
me at General Atomic so that we can arrange our respective schedules. 

With best regards, 

~e_L.fJL 
Wade L. Fite 



. ':· 

Leo Szila rd 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

640 West 153rd Street 
Apartment D4 
Ne"r York 31, N.Y. 
February 22, 1962 

I spent last week end at the home of 
Oliver Lundquist in '\'lestport, Connecticut. 
He is the man I mentione d to you as being 
responsible for t he design of the U. N. seal. 

Mr. Lundquist thinks the movement is worth 
supporting and he will be pleased to work on 
the idea of a symbol. He thinks any idea for 
a symbol shoul d be a pplicable to graphic and 
publication rna terial s as i·:ell a s a "button" 
for the creation of a visual the~e. 

1'1r. Lundquist will be wri tine: you himself 
an d any further communications I suppose would 
best be carried out directly. 

Sincere~, 

~~~Jl:~ 
c.c. Oliver Lundquist 

28 Whitney Street 
Westport, Connecticut 
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ENCYCLOP.L'EDIA BRITANNICA 

THE BOARD OF EDITORS 
425 NORTH M ICHIGA N AVENUE • CHICAGO 11. ILLINOIS 

Office of the Chairman 
Box 4068 
Santa Barbara 
California 

Mr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Szilard: 

January 29, 1962 

I enjoyed very much our conversation when you were in Santa Barbara. My only r egre t is that I was not able to offer more help than I did in your very important proj­ect. However, as Bob Hutchins indicated, the work we are engaged in here is at a rather critical point, and it would not be fair for me to take leave at this time. 

I learned later in the week that you had not departed from Santa Barbara on Tuesday, as you had originally in­dicated, but stayed around. Had I known this sooner, I would have ext ended you an invitation to join in our Conference on Science and Democratic Government. How­ever, by the time I learned of your change of plans, you had already departed. Please accept my apologies. 

Should there be a modest contribution that I can make to your Lobby from my vantage point in Santa Barbara, I would be very happy to do so. Meanwhile, my kindest re­gards and best wishes. 

Chairman 



Dr . Leo ::S zilard 

Hotel Du Pont ~laza 

Washington 6, D.C. 

0ear Dr. ::Szilard: 

b6o0 s. narper Ave. 

Gh icago 37, .lll • 

.B'eb 20, 19 62 

'l'his letter is to communicate continued enc oura c;ement to 

initiate your propose d Movement and to report on certain 

sentiments share d by a large number of possible supporters of 

t he movement. r ·i rst, wrs . rt ~" th Av.ams has informed me that you 

are now cons ide~ing a board of directors based on a wlder group 

then all sc ienti s ts; in s pite of my own prejudic e s for scibntists 

I feel that this idea is most important to the movement in order 

for it to recieve suffic i ent ~opu lar support. 

~econd, S~¥eral people i have t alked with at length, people 

who have had an active interest in and in. some.'--- ease~ ;.,.a~ pant in 

politics f or sowe time, sttate that they would rather have the 

privilege to send t neir pol itical contributions to the leaders 

of the movement for distribution than be expected to give al-

ways to candidates in t h eir locality. There are two r e asons: 

it may be hard to tell which candidate is preferable or there 

may be no accept ab le person to receive t he money in t hat state. 

They feel that an informed board of di r ectors could send the 

money where it would do t he mos t good. 

In conne ction ~ ith t n is latt er sugBestion~ I'd like to 

mention one disadvantage it would have and a related suggestion 

I have received from h"r• r.i ort on G-rodzins: A politician will 

judge the strength of a po pul ar poli ti cal 5roup in large part 

by the number of letters he receives from them. hlr. ~rodzins 



statec:. that an ore;anization like t h e J-ohn o irch ~ociety is 

strong out of pr oport.ion to its size because many letters are 

sent to c ongress men (1 ·oelieve t h a t includes .::>ene.tors) by 
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the members when P.n im~ortant i ssue a rises and then a lobbyist 

arrives to " c lose t he deal" (.r:':l y i c iom) . Your proposed technique 

of having members g ive directly to political candidates would 

in a sense confront them dire ctly wi th the voters, but primarily 

at campaign time rather than at t he t ime V1hen the politicians in 

office have to vote. If you f urthe r a llowed (as I beli~ve 

you should ) member s to make t ,·,e ir c ont ribut .1. ons via the central 

administration, t h e contact between voters and [JOliticians would 

bcc mme t: ve n less direct. 'l 'he answer :nay be organi z ed letter­

writ i n g campaigns. 

Your tent&tive poli (; ies fo r t he MOVement have come under 

ve ry h eavy cri ticisill 1 ~ ven f rom some wno ~ene r a lly support 

your i) r 'JJOSed tl:ov t:ment st :con c.:; ly, in one r espect. ·Your fir st 

~o int, 1iih en it stat es t hat (exc etJt if' our oases or e itie s are 

atta cke d fil'st J we s l·:all use n uclear we a pons only on our side 

ol' the prewar oound.ary , could co ~ t us all our b:urepean allies. 

I am familiar with the po i n t you h~ve made many times: that 

our commitment to our ..:....uro pean a llies is implicitely limited 

already, as we are c le :::<rly n ot will int; to withs tand any g iven 

amount o f des t r uct ion fo r t .hem . I t is a lso 1;rue that one must 

examine t he e lterr~ c.tives , and one can :nake a Loo d.. case that the 

al ~e rn ati ves are a ll w~rse f'o r every ~ erson on this planet, out 

some r e alistic a l lowance :nust be .-. a de f'o r t he emotional r 8actions 

of t h e allies; a n inor r c; st a t eme:ht or increase of flexibility 

!niLht be cnoubh • I a o no~ c ~ a im to oe a n expert on this, but 
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recommend a very care1·u1 re -ap~raisal by experts, as a policy 

that would cost us our allies would be unacceptable to the 

nation as a wh oleo 0ne alternate SUL6estion: we could ~ropes~ 

und e r the con d itions stated to use nucLear w ea ~one only a bainst 
j 

en erny troops...,.. o EJ:'el · t b a nd depots, not against citie s or ICBM 

ins~allations or prcGuctive ca9acity , and even then to use the 

weapons only so long as enemy troops rema i ned on our side of the 

prewar boundary. ..;e could further r :J strict it to troops and depots 

in the vicinity o f erl e ~ny inc ur E: ions ove r the prewar boundary, and 

promise Lnot to us e t h e weatJons in 1.'ny locality where our 

troops were at or oeyond t h e prewar b ~unaary. 

You must be extr ~ me ly busy as well as your s ~ aff; please do 

not fe8l oblig ed to r ep ly to this letter directly. I am sure 

t~at i f the Move ment is initiated controversial points like the 

ones raised here will be presented with detailed ar~uments as to 

thefJ .1t ility a nd prudence o.t' the pro posals o1' the li1ovement. I 

have tried to c ull he re only those s u ggestions heard from several 

sources and c onvey in g , in my opinion, some cogency. 

Re spectfully, 

f~~.~ 
~eter D. ~ oerdlinger 



~~rs. D. J. Prentice 
3 Calle del Sol 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 

Dear 0.J. : 

I 
·~ L '/ '- ..:_ 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 
CHICAGO 37 • ILLINOIS 

THE ENRICO FERMI INSTITUTE 
FOR NUCLEAR STUDIES 

Washington, o.c. 
19 February 1962 

How very nice to hear from you again. 

Fir8t of all, wuld you be kind enough to read the enclosed copy of a 

speech which I have recently given at various universitiee and to drop me a line 

to say whether you are interested and perhaps also to indicate th.e degree or 

your interest. 

As you will see, thts speech represents an experiment made for the purpose 

of determining vmether a !TIOVeroent of the kind described would girt off the ground 

if it were started on a sUBficiently larP,e scale. 

The response so far is very encouraging. On every campus mimeographed 

copies of the speech were distributed, after I had spoken, to those who requested 

a copy. On every campus they ran out of copies. The first speech was g1Ya'l at 

Harvard on 17 November and a graduate student volunteered to mimeograph copies and 

to make them available at cost. On 1 January he reported having distributed 2300 

copies, by 15 January he had distributed 3500 copies, by 1 February another 2000 

and by 15 February another 3500. 

The response which I get through the mails is overwhelming and I have to run 

hard just to catch up with my followers. 

In the circumstances I would not be able to see your young friend for about 

two months. I suggest that he contact me after 15 April in Washington, D, c. at 
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the Hotel Dupont Plaza, Washington 6, o.c., telephone Hudson J-6000. We II&~ 

be then able to work out that he see me either in Washington or in New York. 

----- ··- --

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D.c. 



Gerald Fried #I 
F I 

: ;7 I ,.._Jn P TH P4.L M O Q I V F.: F: FV C R LY t-iiLLS , C A L IF*ORNIA 

February 12, 1962 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

The manager of t he HP.nry Morgan 
show called and asked me to pass on to you 
a summary of the response your interview 
received. 

Both the number of phone calls and the 
number of the written responses were in the 
three hundreds. They div i ded into B~•Nt three 
categories: statements of admiration and support 
for you and your ideas, expressions of anger 
at Morgan's rudeness, and admonishments claiming 
you were step p ing out of your field. 

We are awaiting news of your future 
plans. 

S incerely, 

f ? ,. .. 

Gerald Fried 



• !Po 

Dear Dr. Szilard, 

919 Virginia P~trk 
Detroit 2, r.a.chi'gan 
February 14, 1962 

I was supriseo in a ::;tr~nge sort of way t o see your article in the December issue of the Bullet!.::-. vf the Atomic Scientists, as I had been meenirjg t o write you for s ol:le time ab0ut the same idea­postponea only reee r.tly becau::;e of t e r m paper ::; and finals. I had suddestea r.U.ned ci'Lies--I called the ;uin a 11bunker 11--around January of 1960 to Berna:.·d Brodie, oo'trard 'I'ell.t:::r a nd .Kenr;ei.h Boulding, who 
was then at the Ur.i ver d t y College of the iit:: s t lnclies, and perhaps t o 'l'homas SchellL1g , though I am not sure . 

I aJn sorry tlJa t I was not aware vf the Bulletin of the Atomic 
Scie~:tis·i.is , ar:d t.hus your work , when I wrote the letters. r~ sug­getitior. woulo ha ve fallen o=l ::.ore .Z e:rtile ground . The idea of a 
mined c:..ty seem~ a lu-.Lst i ::escapa'ule wi 1e!~ the va s t costs of missilee and plene s are CL. ::"Li::ua:i.l;y i ~: i'ro::t o1 us . (As is the Doomsday 
J.:;achine, which Herr.1an Kahn saiC: has 'ueen di s c overed i ndependently ::;everal t..i ::;es . I t:n(,ught uf DooJ;;sda;y .:.achir:es slight :L;y before "bunk­
ers" and , in fact, proposed bunkert.; tv c<:swer several objections that I had to the Doo~sday machine.) 

An aspect of I:lY i'ormulatio~ which may interest you was my 
proposa l to i ncluae ite;;;s buund up wit l. eacl 1 nati on's her itage 
(e. g . the Co~stitution , Leaves of ~ ma nu::;cript , etc.) on some of ·Lhe sHe::; , ·Lo gei.her witb a u e:xcl1a :.te u.:-::iversit~· close e nough to Lhe 'Lur.ker s o ti ,c.t a •·::-, ae sld'i.~.ct .:. v:: \•l !ici: ... iight be large enough to make Lhe bunker inoperat::.vc woult: also c~stroy the studer.t::; and 
the ciucwr.er.ts . Thh wou:l: s;ym'uvl::.ze t he destr uction of the best of the nation ' s past a;~u fut~1·e a~lC: woul0 (tE:nd to) t ake planning 
!or this sabotage out of thb category of a "technlcal preparation• buci ;;-,ake it i::to a .:; i r~ . For e;.:a rr.1,le, lJOW r.1uch ha r der H woulci be to pla •• to destroy a Russia :-; bu~-:ker if we had t o destroy tbe Lin­coln ;,~t:;morial in tl:Je process ( th,ugr; ca r·i t ols are not the places 
f'or bunkers ). 

I am ve r y h8ppy to see ti .at you , 8 ::; a:: atomic scientist, · think enough of its feasibility to suggest it. rioulo t hat it were pos­sible 1 Thir1k o: e ve;: vne Russia :·. uu:t".ker located, say, by 7iall Street in New York. i'iha·L a powerful for ce f or peace, eve n with none in 
Russia. A:1d whaL pressurt on Ilussia to r eciprocbte . 
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If then:: i s a nything I can do tv h~::lp tbe spr ead of t his i dee 1->le~se let ne knuw . 'l hough the ii.ai:l objection to the idee right 
iJG.'. ls the L-O~:}Jlete lack of k:1owl ec.i.ee of it .feasibility , there is al::;o a cE:: rt c .i:~ d i~ pe:rsiu:. :.E: e bsar :; · e vE:r, to ~::et cc•r:bioenJtion ot the idea. I v;oull: likE.. "...o Llwnk you f or your ef.:ur ts to !JUsh back the wall s of our pr ,ser,t ''Pit • 11 I o:ll J' l10pe ti·.a u sc::.e: of your drea ms 
~:>L cceeC: i n cb e: :;gLg plcl ce with our reality . 

;;:,i ncerely, 

;J~!I~ 
Lcme Vanderslice 



Dr. Leo Szilard 
c/o SANE 
910 s. Robertson Blvd. 
los Angeles 35, California 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

3 Dana Street 
Cambritlge 38, Mas•• 
January 1.5, 1962 

The enclosed letter troa Richard Hudson and the carbon ot '87 answer 

should be self-explanatory. I hope you can find time to drop hia a brief 

note telling what you think of the idea of a condensation in the March 

issue ot War/Peace Report, and when and where he might reach you. The 

Journal is quite new, but seems to me from inspecting one issue to be a 

good one. Arthur Larson, Donald Brennan, 4 oger Fisher (I think), and a 

handful ot other capable academics are on the board ot advisorsw 
(ot 3.500 copies) 

We have already exhausted our first printing/of the refieed 8P88Ch• 

selling 1000 to the Chicago group, .500 to Worth in New York (your order, 

at 25 cents each), 1000 at cost ot 8 cents each to an enthusiastic group 

in Stockbridge, Mass, and the other 1000 by mail in lots or 10, 1.5 and 25. 

Another 2000 will be ott the presses this Thursday. 

We haTe receiTed 20 contributions or $5 er $10 apiece in response 
to a mailing of about 50 postcards requesting Sllall donationa to help 
with the cost ot printing. In addition, one or two people haTe sent 
$20 each, and one man sent a check tor $100 (he is the Birector ot 
Research tor Hughes Jircrattl). 

As a result ot 'profit• from the sale of speeches totaling $1BO 
plus contributions totaling over $240, we now have on hand $420 to be 
used in further printings and mailings, and eventually to be turned OTer 

to you. 

Additional copies ot the speech can now be printed tor 8 cents each, 

or eTen less depending on the number ordered at once, so 1! 70U haTe need 

tor several hundred or thousand, please don't hesita*e to let us know. 

I continue to get wery few letters actually pledcing '2:'/J ot inc-., 

and very little response frau. students in the area. How&Ter, I do get 

several letters a day expressing interest and enthusiasa in the proposals 

and ordering 10 to 50 copies. I think that many potential supporters 

are sCIIlewhat reticent abolJ t camnt tting themselves at this point until 

they see what develops, and that many others do not realize that you are 

eagerly awaiting their response in order to eTaluate the mood ot the 

country. 



Dear Professor Szilard, 

AI I've i.Dformed you we plan w distribute w our members of PROMETHEUS ~OOK CWB your fine book The Voice of the DotJ!hiDa together with a reprint of ProfeNeal*s study on foreign polioy whioh I act youl 

However,ainoe we are plamling a first printing of 25,000 of the foreign polioy pamhlet I thought it a. good idea to enlarge it aDi I'Te got permiedOD. to reprint two good artioles on East West relation• by Field M!rshal Montgomer.y and I'Te alked Gerard Piel for an essay on lhelterae If he oan't do it,I plan to do it myselfe It ooourred to Jll8 that JOur proposal for a. Pea.oe Lobby should be inoluded uad. I'm writing therefore to ask you for pem.iseion 1D reprint the Brand eis speeCh. 

l 

You mif'Jlt wish to reviae the apeeoh,or add 111 it a note as to the response you got. Or you might like _ 

-· 

to say something about the ahlter Drogram and inoorporate your Brandeis speeoh and ita proponl with ite Or ,ou might have some better idea.e 

Do let me k:no1r wba t you think and if you '11 'be 1n New York soon. 



Mr. Rteb&Jod Hudson, Rd1tor 
Wu/Peace Report 
30S Weat 18th Stt'Mt 
In York 11, New York 

' Dalla street Cabrlctae ,e, x ........ ,,, 
JU'Itlaf'T lS, 1'41 

fhaDk 10'1 tor ,ov lettel' ot Jan11U'7 12 ud tor 1f/lf1r lDUM\ ill 
:o.. SsUard•a propoaw. I • •oloaing a oop,- ot the rftiaed •PHtlb 
with thia let\er. You vUl notice that 110et ot tbe redeiona ue ill the 
latter halt, eepeoially in the diacusaion ot \he etruotur. aDd opera­
tiona of the lobby. 

As to whether aa 11organtsat1cm" or a "aov8Mnt• will be •o-.,-, 
I think tl:d.a Mq be partly a question of aemantiea. Howftr1 I 4o -are.e 
With J"'U that there auat be aOM aort ot oentral organ1tlat10D \o Mftdl• 
titumoial attain (u wll u for lobb;ring and arranging tt~r i.DMm ... , 
etc •• in Wat~cm, romula.ting policy poa1t1one1 and oCBIWII.eatlac 
vi.th mabera.) Perhaps the revised apeeob ia eGI'mlbat al4t&rel' (aDd ill­
proved) on theae pointe. R•eber1 also1 that ltlOft ot the, ._..,. ia­
volved vill b4t •ent directly to political aandidatea by the ••beN -.4 
not eipboned thN~h the central lobbJ'• Inoidelrhlly, ., on 'rin 1a 
that loaal groups (organisations?) will aleo .,_·ntal-to 1IOJ'lc a\ • ....,. 
1111 better oandldates, to work in pJ'iMapiea and .~leotiOM, a! w atw 
the lndb1.4\ull maben a c1ose-at-haDd focu and retntero..m t•r ~ 
oonvietious and energiee-and that the national. lobby mullt ott• at lean 
lldniul aupport and co-ordination to help th• get started. 

Ie the outlook tor a "Peace LobbT' prop1tiOWI? I qree vl\h ,_ 
that put hiatory show lllO!'e failures than eueeeaan b7 tar mat rq ..U 
and biased Satl\pling or aurrent winds give - strong hope. I doa't know 
what baa happened at the other thrl.v.,ra1t1ea1 but here 1D Oabriclce w 
have ued \1P about ~600 oopiee, moat or them sold 1a batch .. or 10 to 
50, at 10 to 2S cents f.!aah. And groups or 1Dtel"tteted ~ople ar• aotl'Y• 
or in the proeeas or forming at the Universities or Oonnect1out aad 
Pittaburg, and in Stookbl"idge1 Mus. and lev York 01ty. 



Mr. l't1.ohard Hu~ Q~f2 ~ Jarru:/7 lS, 1'61 

I a deli d at oo ering a ctoact.MAie. 1a 
tbe Ma.J'Oh iesue. cute c would ha o be checked Wt \h 
Dr. Ssilard hiaselt M I have no authorit7 \o apprOYe nch .. ttere to. 
hill. lor oan I pronrlee ~ an "exolu.ive• on hia ap .. oh, Dl'. SaUarl, 
has given copiee to at least eoae se~enta of the prese (I UDderataad 
the Hew York ~ o&l'rled a etor,. on or about Deeeaber 3, bttt onl7 1a 
the late oit7-eart1on, aDd OOIIIlonwal. has rectlfttly giYeD it a taTONble 
editorial.} I .,..t.r h&Ye lent coPies to JlloWUli••• Robift ad Ooulal 
at the latiO!k Pr:!.leeiYe and SaturdQ' ~· aDI1 oop1ea haft ·alao gone to Ntt118Weitli to a ntllllber o/11\Ucl\ . er atuct.ftt and •p~aot ao­
tirttT' 3oumata. hOIIl moet ot these I expeot, howner, aft aa -'1ele 
or a condenaatioftt but perhape an editorial or e\b.er tor. ot ahOI"\er 
plul• ADd I can at leaet pl"OJd:ae, it ~u. wtah, to keep 7ft 1DtOJ'Md et 
aft'T J*bliea\tMJ pt..., I 11&1 hec011e aware •t• 

Dl'. S.Uard U 1n the middle or a tPip t4» the West CMne .... . 
epeaktDg 'fhvadq1 January 18 at a SANR rally in Loe !Dgelea, aa4 oaa w 
ccmt.acted there olo the local SAME ottice at 910 s. Robe~eon !Jl.yd.1 Loa Angelea .:J.S. 

I aa eendinc J'OUl" letter and a oarboil or th11 o. to h1Ji \here1 wl\ll 
the hope that he will drop ,.ou a note as eoon u he can. Or 10'1 aq W1ah 
to reach· hill by telephone on or about Janu&rT 18th through \be Loa Arlle­
lee SAM! oftioet ORleander 5-9764. 

!M n•t ot Dr. Ssilard1a ltinePU)" 1• udmOWil to •• a~ \lid hit 
_, be back 1n the East at leut by February 14 to tU1 a er»ealdaa _. 
gageMftt at Sarah Lavrencecon:ege. Perhape Hie •eorntarr 1B Wuhiiii\Oa 
Miae (or Mnt. T) Esther Leibel (at the Hotel Dupollt Plaia?) baa •re d .. 
tailed 1Dtomat1on. Or ooe could oontattt li1 u•ociate or Dr. S.U...S'• 
in Wubingtont Dr. Robert B. LivingatoMt 9201. Bl1rni111 'l'ree Road, .Mbeaclat 
MUTland., I'Mereoo 5-0484. (I will also •Mel hia a carbOn ot tid~~ le\klt 

.:-1 and a photostat or- 1Q'\1l'l. ) 

I did eend a copy to Mr. Abr_, Preeideat et Ourtte t'allutrt•• 

8iaoerel7 ,..~, 

Michael ..... 

MBtbo 

001 Dr. Leo 8ailar4, o/o SAD, 910 s. Rober\aoa Bl'td. Lo• Jnplee :u. Callf. 
Dr. Bobert B. Lirlnc•tone, 9201 Burnlnc TNt Road. Beth•llda• Jld. v---



Tbe Honorable Harlan Cleveland 
Aaaistant Secretary of State 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr • Secretary: 

January 14, 1182 

Leo Szilard has asked me to reply to so .. ot his 
ur&ent correspondence while he ia on the West ao .. t. 
Your letter of January 5 was forwarded from Chicago and 
will be sent on to him immediately. 

It waa good ot you to write. Leo will undoubtedly 
respond personally in due time, although, as you can 
imagine, he has had a tremendoua reaponae reaultin& from 
his talks to university students. 

With beat personal regards. 

Yours sincerely, 

R.B.LIVINGSTON:alm 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

January S, 1962. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

The University has sent on to me a cow ot your live~ 
address given on December 1, 1961, under the title "Are We 
On The Road To War?" • 

I am sure you vill understand my difficulties with ~ 
proposal :tor the launching of a maJor new lobby in Wuhingtonl 
But I have no problems with your emphasis on the need to 
abolish the institution of war. 

The principal question is how we do it. On this, u I • 
sure you are avare, I vould put more emphasis thaD you on the 
developnent of institutions capable of preserving the peace. 
This road leads to no easy solutions and it calls :tor ~ ot 
the elements of patience, generosity and empathy to which you 
point. But I doubt if we will get a more orderly world in 
en.y other way. 

Warmest wishes, 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Leo Szilard, 
Professor of Biophysics, 

Enrico Fermi Institute tor 
Nuclear Studies, 

58ol Ellis Avenue, 
Chicago 37, Illinois. 



)05 West 18th street 
New York 11, N.Y. 

Tell OREGON .5-1809 

Mr. Michael ~rover 
3 Dana Street 
Cabriclge )8, Mas a. 

Dear Mr. Brower 1 

COPY 
War /Peaoe Report 

• Current Jaot and Opinion 
on Progress Toward a Werld 
ot Lay and OJ"'der 

I tried to call Dr. Ssilard today 1n Washington, D.c., but he .... 
to be out or tcnm. We are quiteintereeted in his idea it it is reall.7 
going to go anywhere. I don't think he ia oorreot 1n saying that thia kin9. ot thing will n•t be an "organisation" but rather a "'IOT .. nt•. 
Anything inTOlving money has to han an organisation. It thia oraazd.satlon 
starts out with a reasonable amount or seed money and a capable exeoutin 
director plus an extre111ely oaref'ullf selected top 12 pereona, it aay vork out. ~ t I have seen too raan;y- big ideas taU in execution not to be 
sceptical ot this one. 

It the outlook tor a real Peaoe Lobby does look propitious, I think we 
would be willing to take Dr. Szilard' a speech, condense it tor hie 
approval, and run it as our lead piece in our March is8Ue. It acae 
other publication isgaing to be using it, that would, ot oourae, affect 
our plans. In any event, it this thing is going to mow ahead, ve vill 
oerta 1nly give 1 t our all-out support. 

so, :r. hope JOU v1ll send me a reri.sad oopy ot his speech as aoon aa it 
is ready • and also let lle know what you think about the other probl•• 
I ;raised. Also, would you please send a oopy or the apeeob to Morria 
Abrams, president, Curtis Indistriee, Ina., Curtis Boulevard, Eastlake, 
Ohiof 

RHaabt 

COPY 

SinoereJ.¥ youra, 

/a/ Riobard Budaon 

Richard Hudson 
Editor 



Permanent Current 
Nt:=we,,_ftMtu·,._ 

3501 Sunset Drive Physiology Dept. Med, School 
Madison, 5, Hisconsin Univ, Wash, Seattle, Wash. 
C~ 3-2300 LA 4-6000, Ex. 3511 or 

/J, ~"J;Aie -no-(~?"~~ /~vu'£u ... fr_ LA 2-6297 -r'JJ ~-
~~f!Ut~~!f!!£·~~--~~ado-~,~ ~ 
Dear Family and Friends , , ~=ti3~ ~~.*:-~"~a ~ d1 ~ ~~ d~~ 

Warm thanks to you for so gentfrousl putting up with one ~{ 1 :.J t: · 
now, nor has ever been a member of the letter-writing conmunity. "Many £~ 
times already I have intended to re~ly to your enquiries. But I am dreadfully 
lazy about writing letters ••• " (Beethoven, quoted in a N.Y. Times book review). 

After Harvard and Haverford I taught high school mathematics for a de­
lightful half year, spent six months in the Army and then went to Seattle. I'm 
now in fifth year of graduate work in medical physiology at the University,of 
Washington. I teach a bit, and marvel at the skill with which frog eggs keep 
to themselves information on changes in che egg surface at fertilization. 
Mountain climbing (in the spectacular mountains near Seattle) turns out to be 
half as hard and twice as much fun as it looks, Spent two idyllic years as 
nightwatchman on the University's oceanographic research vessel: ducks at the 
door, gulls overhead, and a Riviera-like view, Now am advi~or to the graduate 
student floor of the University ' s men's dormitory. As a fellowship feeds me, 
I use these jobs to feed my cravel bug. Last Christmas joined the family in 
Stockholm, where they'd been living for a couple of years. After Chrisbnas 
my sister Cornelia (who'd spent the year before teaching in Turkey, and is now 
studying genetics at Wisconsin) and I went with a S\o~edish student group to 
Leningrad and Moscow. Reception in the three physiology laboratories I visited 
was most cordial. We were there only 10 days, and speak no Russ ian so I '11 
skip any sweeping generalizations. 

The most provocative event of the trip was a discussion with a scientist 
in Sweden who bet me there would be a major \o~ar within five years (now, four 
years). I took the bet (and still would). Though I'd not thought about war 
other than to kick in a few dollars to Seattle's peace group, during the 
following half year I spent some time with Brown and Real's Community of Fear, 
Norman Cousins' Saturday Review editorials~ the Fall '60 Daedalus (now avail­
able as Arms Control, Di s armament and National Securi!Y), Kahn's On Thermo­
nuclear Har, e t:c. By spr ing I'd finally pounded into my skull what some of you 
have been saying for years . Oversimplified : The deterrent policy (if you hit 
me, I'll hit you) of each side assumes the balance in armaments and international 
relations remains stable ; the ins tab:i.l ity of anp' uncontrolled arms race (tech-
nological change, China, etc,) eventually results in war. 



: )C 

Pessimistic about the chances of our 19th Century thinking changing in time to control this 20th Century arms race, I turned to reading about the effects of such a war. Spent the summer in Washington, D. c. using its libraries to aid some musing as to how one might mitigate the long-term effects of a large war on those countries which are sitting out this particular war. 

Though my main nonprofessional interest remains population control, I find an amateur can follow the unclassified war-world-government literature by read­ing Current Thought on Peace and War (semiannual comp•daliit • or abstracts of many articles on international relations, world law, military strategy, etc.; Box 4847, Duke Station, Durham, N. c.; $7 per year), Survival (bimonthly; reprints important articles, especially on military strategy; c/o Institute for Strategic Studies, 16 Adam St., London, w.c. 2; $6.00), Bulletin of the Atomic Scientists (Monthly ; 434 S. Habash, Chica;:;o 5, Ill.: $b.UO), and-- for periodic kicks in the pants from Norman Cousins --Saturday Review (Weekly, 25 W. 45th St., N.Y. J6, N.Y.; $7.00). 

The simplest introduction to this whole business might perhaps be got by read~'ng nrown and Real's 40- page 'tommunity of Fear" (which is a chapter _ _ in the ··- ~ pocket book Wt-rld Without Har availab7e from Wa~hington Square Press, f , f/[~ - 6 =ton-rtrce, NYC.) and the excellent art1cles repr1nted in Survival. { ' •~vThose looking for political action groups which actively support inspected · arms control/disarmament may find they agree with some (doubtless not all) stands taken by The Federation of American Scientists (money from non-scientists welcomed; 1700 K St., NH, Hashington 6, D.C.) and SANE (1:' East 45th St., N.Y. 17, N.Y.). 

But enough. This is supposedly a Christmas (err ••• New Year's) letter, rather than impassioned tract. It brings my regards, warm greetings, or love-­as the case may be~~ and assurance that even though I don't write, I think of you. 
t-Tnwn 1 1 
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Dr. Leo Szilard 
Dupont Pl a za Hotel 
·:la shine; ton , D. O. 

Dear Leo, 

«:ambribgt 38, JRan. 
/ t 

J 

November 13, 1961 

I hav e spoken to the Forum about your plans, and 
they are writing to you. I have spok en to the officer 
of a College s tudent group, Toc si n , 1vho vrill help interest 
undergraduate s in your tallc. 

1-T e are having a small luncheon in the Law School 
for two Soviet international lm,ryers on Saturday. Since 
the Forum has arranged for you to meet students on Saturday 
morning and afternoon i n a nearby dormitory, I thought you 
mi ght care to join us. Professor Hilton Katz, Director of 
International Legal Studies, j oins in this invitation. 

3incerely yours, 

~ 
David F. Oavers 



ROBERT W. KASTENMEIER 
MEMBER OF CONGRESS ~~: HoM•O"'c•, 

II. NolnM Flltn IITitftT 
WATDtTOWN, Wra. 

2D DISTRICT, WISCONSIN 

/ 
/ 

I 
/ 

~ 

€ongrt~~ of tbt Wnittb a,tatt~ 
•oust of l\tprtstntatibts 

Rla~tngton, ~. ~. 
November 4, 1961 

Mr. Joel A. Huberman, Chairm~n 
TOCSIN Civil Defense Research Comm. 
Quincy 310 
Cambridge 38, Mass. 

Dear Mr. Hubermana 

I am now preparing background material• on the broad questions of civil defense for Congressman Kastenmeler't use. The Congreaamin is thinking of approaching the aub­ject by initiating public discussions of the various is­sues involved. 

I would very much appreciat~lving whatever in-formation you may have on this gene roblem--as well at 
on the more limited question~e ef cacy of the ahelter program. At the moment I a~ t pting to put together a bibliography of materials th e average homeowner ahould 
see before becoming invo~v d shelter construction. I a• also wcrking out a seri u tions that each citizen should ask himself befo ae pting various aspects of 
civil defense. The que o will aim to reveal weakneaaea 
and strengths of tu.og . 

Any suggest 1 Y, might have aa to the blbllotraphy or the set of ques would be very much appreciated. 

Incidentally, Dr. Leo Szilard will be tpeaklng at . Harvard on November 17th at 4rl~ p.m. at the Lowell Lecture Hall. His topic will be HAre We on the Road to War?~. He will also be available to meet with lnteretted atudenta on Saturday, November 18th from 10r30 a.m. to 4a30 p.m. at the , Associated Harvard Clubrooms, Holmes Hall. 

Dr. Szilard is extremely interested in seetlftt wlth interested students. If his reception is good at Harvard, 
I believe he wl ll be encouraged to speak elsewhere in the country to sound out further groups and lnterett the• in a .. · new approach to peace. I wonder if I may ask that you and L .- --, TOCSIN do all that you can to see that interested people 

~ meet and hear him? 

( 
/ 

If you have contacts at Swarthmore, It might be good to pass the word to them that he will also be speaking there on 
November 19th. 

Yours sincerely, 

GAR ALPEROVITZ 

,, 

•, 

" /.rf 

rl 

' 
'·· ... 
, .. 

'I , 



'l.atu 6tbool of •arbarb 11nibtUitp 

(:ambtib;e 38. ~ass. 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Dupont Plaza Hotel 
'da shington, D. c. 

Dear Leo, 

November 13, 1961 

I have given more thought to the paper you read to me, 
and a feli ideas have occurred to me that have seemed worth 
passing along for your consideration. 

1. I have searched for a substitute for "The Enlightened 
Hinority". Th e alternativ e that has struck me as most appealing 
is "The Respon sible Hinority". As I s ee it, ~ihat you are striv­
ing for is to induce a small fraction of the population to 
assume responsibility for attacking the problem of abolishing 
vrar and to do so re sponsibly. The dual meaning of "Respon­
s ible" tends to diminish t h e invidious comparison that is impli­
cit in 11 3nlightened 11 and, s ince re spon sibility is a burden, the 
a ssumption of it is les s likely to suggest an arro gant elite -­
t h e fear the ori einal term arous ed in me. 

2. To raise a point that I did not have time to mention 
Saturday, I am some:·rhat troubled by your hav~ng to label your 
a ssessment of Russian intent ions a s "truth". It may well be 
true -- I for one am inclined to believe it-- but is it 
necessary for your case t hat your h earers be convinced that you 
have arrived at true conclusi ons on this and the other issues? 
Since you are not arguing t hat you personally should be the 
Hinority ' s s ource of guidance on f oreign policy, you don't have 
to stak e your politi cal proposal on your ability to establish 
the validity of your own idea s of foreign policy. ivouldn 1 t it 
be better s trategy to pre sent them as hypotheses? Isn't it 
enough, for your political thesis, that your audiences recognize 
that your ideas, if true, would justify major shifts in our 
forei gn policy, that your ideas, if viewed without national 
bias , deserve the most serious consideration, and yet, because 
of national bia s , can comm and no political backing? 

3. A s trong opening se ems to me very i mportant. I have 
had a thought for one ~-rhich you might like. H01i about something 
li1c e thi s? 



Dr. Leo Szilard Nov. 13, 1961 Page 2 

"In countries all over the ;-vorld, young men today are 
t hinkinG, writing , speaking , a gitating , demonstrating, fighting, 
being clubbed, being gassed, and being 1cilled in an effort to 
shape the political policies of their homelands. What they are 
striving for is to Rchieve a better future for themselves and 
their countries. Their ideas may often be tragically ill-con­
ceived and 1v.rong-headed, but at least they are not content to 
sit inert and accept vrha tever fate and their elders mete out 
to them. 

"In America, you and young men like you are working dili­
gently to prepare yourselves for successful careers in profes­
sions or in business in the most affluent, comfort-loving 
civilization the world has y et seen. In your week-ends and 
your spare tin e you have fun and games. ~Then you think of the 
future, you think about the job, the girl, and the home in 
1)rospect. 

"This is pleasant, but it isn't realistic. The future 
ahead for the young men of America is far from secure. Within 
a decade, you may find yourselves burrowing underground in a 
garrison state. You may be losing your cherished American 
freedoms, as the nation gives more and more power to leaders 
who ready it for total war. Finally, you may be caught by 
total war. Then there vron' t be any more future to plan for. 

"You don't have to have a future like that. But the kind 
of future you do have may depend on what you yourselves are 
vdlling to do -- not five, ten, or twenty years from now but 
this year, next year, and all the years to follow. rfuat I am 
trying to bring to you and to college men and 1-vomen in other 
universities is a summons to responsibility-- responsibility 
for your country's policies and for your own destiny." . 

I thinlc this should prove arresting and should tie in 
1-ri th the rest of your paper. I read this hurriedly to Roger 
and his reaction was favorable. He also agreed with my other 
points, but I should add that he had little time in which to 
consider them. 

I am sending this off before I have seen the Forum and 
Tocsin about the cards. I shall write you shortly about them. 

It was a pleasure to see you and your wife again and to 
learn of your plans. I am looking forward to seeing you in 
Cambridge. 

Sincerely yours, 

David F. Oavers 



Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
lvashington, D. C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

Quincy House 319 
Harvard University 
Cambridge 38, Massachusetts 
5 December 1961 

I am enclosing a preliminary statement about the February 16 student demonstration in 1-lashington. I welcome your comments and suggestions as to policy, plans, and so on; if you have time to make one up, I would also like from you a list of professors throughout the country who you t hink will be interested in this project and interest ed in introducing it to others. 

lfe have reserved the Uline Arena in 1-lashington (capacity c. 9000) for the late afternoon of February 16. Since the audience vrill have been on their feet for several hours in winter weather, I would hope you could t ake a halt hour or even less for your remarks; but if that presents any problem, please let me know. 

As the preliminary statement says, the final policy will not be approved until December 30; but after discussing it with the relevant student leaders I can guarantee that the completed policy \till be only an expansion of the outline herein enclosed--for example, we may expand the "no first strike" initiative to your amplification of it (no firs t use of nuclear weapons "on the other side of the line"--by the way, exactly how do you define that line, say in Southeast Asia?). 

We think this project could be quite significant, and I look forward to hearing your further reaction to it. 

Sincerely yours, 

-----(~ :2f~ 
Todd Gitlin 
Chairman, Boston Ad Hoc Committee 

for the Demonstration in 
Washington 



HENRY W . EDGERTON 
CIRCUIT JUDGE 

UNITED STATES COURT OF APPEALS~~ 11 
OISTRICT OF COLUMBIA CIRCUIT 

WASHINGTON t, D. C. 

Mrs. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D.C. 

Dear Mrs. Szilard: 

October 27, 1961 

I am glad you and your husband liked my letter 

to the Post. Thank you for your note and for send-

ing me a copy of his book, which I look forward to 

reading soon. 

Sincerely yours, 
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Lee Szilard. 
Prof. of Biephysics 
University of Chica~G 
Chicage, Illinois 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

Seae friends and I wish 
Lobby. Others are less 
details. All ef us are 
abeut the ~eace Lobby. 

Deceaber 23, 1961 

te contribute to the Peace 
certain and ask about 
interested t$ kRow .ore 
Some questions are 

l ••• How do we make out checks and where do we send thea? 

2 ••• What is the present status of the Peace Lebby? 

) ••• How will it eperate? 

4 ..• What are to be its policies? 

I would like to express my appreciatioa ef your 
efforts towards peace. 

8incerely yours 

/iy~~ 
Harry Seodak 
14 Circle Drive 
Hastin~s-on-Huisea, N.Y. 



-

Mrs. Rose Detre 
1291 Fairfax Street 
Denver 20. Colorado 

Dear Rose: 

3 J anuaey 1962 

Many thanks ~or your letter o~ December 21st. Call me 

collect when you have had your examination with Bloch. 

I expect to leave on Friday. Janua17 5th tor the West 

Coast and shall be away until Janaary 23rd. 

I am enclosing the current version ot my Speech. You 

might read this and pass it on to Joseph Korbel. You may 

tell him that 1n principle I would like to give a talk 1n 

Denver but I would have to do it at the same time as I give 

a similar talk at Boulder. However., it would have to be ar-

ranged at short notice - say three weeks notice. I wou14 aug-

gest that he drop me a line so that I have his name and ad4reaa 

and I Will then call him over the telephone when I am ready 

and he could tell me whether he could ~it it 1n. 

Yours, 

Leo Szilard 
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Robert M. Berne, M.D. 
Department ot Phy's1ology 
School ot Medicine 
Western Reserve University 
Cleveland 6. Ohio' 

Dear Dr. Berne & 

Washington. D.C .. 
3 January 1962 

Many thanks tor your very kind letter or Decentber 29th. 

I am enclosing the eurrent version or my Speeoh. Aa you will 

see my Spe•ch has been revised and you may rind toward the end 

or the Speech the answers to some or the queationa TOU have 

raised in your letter. 

· I am leaving th1a week tor the West Coast to extend the 

experiment to Berkeley. Stantord. Reed, and the Un1veraiQ' or 

Oregon. At the moment, I am not able to cope with DlJ' .ail but 

I shall try to let you know, somehow, it there 1a aey maJor de-

velopment. 

I understand that Michael Brower, 3 Dana Street, C&mbr~. 

Mass. - telephone. Eliott 4-1371, is 1n a position to •upplY 

you with copies or the current version ot my Speech at the 

cost or 25~ each tor the first ten copies and 10; per oop,r 

thereafter. I doubt that I ought to encourage the toraaation 

ot local committees or groups until auch time aa it 1a de• 
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cided actually to start a Movement. Both at Harvard and 

the University or Chicago there are student as well as 

Paoulty members who are active in promoting the experiment 

but all this is carried on on an entirely informal bae1a. 

In Oleve land, Mra. Oeorge Levinger, whose husband 1a 

on the faculty of Western Reserve Un1ve•a1ty h&a volunteered 
to bring people 1nto contact with eaoh other Who take a ••~ 
ious interest 1n the experiment and pern,pa you could d1aouaa 

with her the feasibility or going any further than that. Her 

address is -Mrs. Ann (George) Levinger, !925 Corydon Road. 

Cleveland 18, Ohio - telephone YE 2-0052. 

With beat wishes. 

Leo St:ilal'd 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D.c: 
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8CHOOL 0" MIIOICINII 

WESTERN RESERVE UNIVERSITY 

CLEVELANO 6, OHIO 

DK .. Af!ITMKNT OP' .. HV.IOLOCIV December 29, 1961 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D. C. 

Dear Doctor Szilard: 

This letter concerns your recent visit to Cleveland, where on November 29, 
1961, you gave an address 11Are We on the Road to War? 11 You presented your 
position on this question in the form of an experiment in which you requested 
others to participate. The experiment in essence was to make a preliminary 
survey of local sentiment with the objective of effectively organizing a 
political minority which, partly through the voice of a lobby of distinguished 
scientists, and partly through local political action, would attempt, when and 
where necessary, to influence changes in the attitude of the American govern­
ment inimical to peace. We believe that there are here in Cleveland a number 
of scientists and professional people who would be willing, in one way or 
another to support your efforts to create such a movement. 

At the present time certain difficulties are apparent. The major ones are 
the following: 

(1) Confusion regarding the exact program, i.e., the means throuch 
which such an organization can effectively sway the American 
government away from policies leading to war. 

(2) Uncertainty as to the organizational form of such a movement. 

(3) Concern as to whether formulation of a new peace movement would 
duplicate or dilute out present efforts of organization• such 
as the Committee for a Sane Nuclear Policy. 

(4) Concern over the fate of contributions, and questions related 
to the financial structure of the movement. 

Nevertheless, despite these difficulties, we wish to commend your initial 
effort to take positive action for peace. We too find ourselves 11 ••• in 
rebellion against the fate that history seems to have in store for us ••• M 

We pledge our support, in a provisional sense, to the effort you are 
making. Specifically, we consider it advisable to formulate locally a committee 
or group, organized for the purpose of maintaining contact with you, and through 
you with other university and professional groups anxious and willing to support 
a realistic effort to prevent nuclear war. We cannot support without qualifies-
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tion the movement you envisaged until the organizational form and program of that movement have been clarified, nor are we willing at this time to pled1e funds. 

We are most anxious to learn whether local committees in your aupport have been formulated at Harvard, Swarthmore or Chicago, and if so, what form these committees have taken. 

We understand that you plan eventually to return to Cleveland to paraue your initial effort. If you approve formulation of a local committee or group in your support, please contact us before your return so that we can arrange an interview. 

ROR:mb 

Sincerely yours, 

yJ j ilAA ~­
~ob~~~~ne, Y.D. 
Professor and Actin1 Director 

ftuLdLJ.~ 
Richard O.Recknagel, Ph.D. 
Associate Professor 
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JULIUS STULMAN 

475 PARK AVENUE 

NEW YORK 22 

Dear Dr. S.-zilard: 

You are an amazing man. 

December 22, 1961 

I have given a great deal of consideration to 
your letter because I didn 1 t want to turn you down, but 
I am afraid I am going to have to. We are still work­
ing out our tax dollar situation and have responsibilities 
to take care of even with the so-called hard dollars 
now. 

Nevertheless, I am not going to close the door, 
as there are several things in the offering that can alter 
this entire picture quite 1suddenly, and~ will of course 
be in touch with you should these dev op soon. 

With very best ·regards, 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D . C 



SCHOOL OF INDUSTRIAL MANAGEMENT 

ESTABLISHED UNDER A GRANT FROM 

THE ALFRED P . SLOAN FOUNDAT ION. INC. 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D.C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

52-412A 
50 MEMORIAL DRIVE 

CAMBRIDGE 39, MASSACHUSETTS 

J Dana Street 
Cambridge J8, Mass. 
Nbvember JO, 1961 

I received the list of Boston area names that you sent, and have 
arranged with a kind and hard working mother of three to mail copies to 
each of them in the next day or two. 

Unfortunately we received the covering Note that you included too late 
to use it in our mimeographing of the speech. I am enclosing with this letter 
a copy of the first page which friends here helped me prepare last week, which 
we had already mimeographed and put on our copies. You will note that there 
is considerable similarity, but that we do have one glaring omission. We 
forgot to mention specifically that students should report to you early in 
January on their findings. However, this is suggested towards the end of your 
speech, and the friend who did the mimeographing for us did think to add, at 
the end of your speech, the following instruction: "You may send the results 
of your survey to: Leo Szilard, Hotem Dupont Plaza, Washington 6, D.~." 
Other individuals who have received a copy, perhaps in the mail, without 
having a personal contact with a student, will be writing to me, and I can 
report such results to you in January. 

You mentioned having revised the speech. As I am at this very minute 
in the precess of writing an article about your efforts f~r a Harvard under­
graduate magazine (Comment) it would perhaps be best if I could know what 
revisions you have made. Although the article is due tomorrow, there will 
still be time for alterations next week, so if you could send me a revised 
version as soon as you get back to Washington I could still make any necessar,y 
corrections. 

A Mr.Gierome Grossman, head of the Massachusetts Envelope Company, 
gave us 500 envelopes this morning to help the project along. He is the 

&~ -{'6--r \...N~ it glMtd. head of a new group called Turn Toward Peace, and I am enclosing 
some of their pamphlets for your possible interest. Since these were printed 
several unions have joined, including the IUE and Reuther's UAW. He also 
put me in touch with a sympathetic printshop, the Murfal Printing Co., which 
quoted me rates of slightly over 20¢ a copy for orders under 5000 and slightly 
under 20¢ a copy for orders~ of 5-10,000. This is for a photo-offset process 
similar to multilithing and I 1m curious as to whether it is significantly 
cheaper than those you had done in Washington. I suspect that for orders 
¥fill over 101 000 we might get the average price down a great deal more, and 

at this might be useful for the second round if the experiment works. 

• 

Our~ hopes and best wishes go with you. 7?/f·cl~~ (! (~_,ref &/~er.) ~~ 



Jlfr. ltichae 1 Brower 
3 Dana Street 
Cambridge 38, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Brower: 

11 
I 

29 December 1961 

If you should have my Speee h retyped I would suggest 

you use the corrected covering sheet a copy of which ia 

enclosed. 

With kind regards. 

Sineerely, 

Leo Szilard 
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Mr. Michael Brower 

3 Dana Street 
Cambridge 38, Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Brower: 

December zr. 1961 

Enclosed is the current version ot mJ Speech 

and the revised version of the covering sheet. 

Please use these if you have my Speech NtJ'I)ed 

unless, or course. you receive from me a still later Yer-

aion by the time you start on the retyping. 

Eneloaed are alao requests tor copies or the 

Speech from the Boston area. I ahou14 appreciate 70ur 

filling these requests and returning the original letters 

to me. 

I am leaving for the west ooaat on the 5th ot Jan­

uary and expect to be ba~k in Washington on the 22nd. 

Sincerely. 

Leo Szilard 

,, 

I 

.j 

j 
.< .. 

l 

' 



ZT December 1961 

Professor Otto Pe1nate1n 
D1v1aion or Science or Society 
Monteith College 
Wayne State University 
Detroit 2, Michigan 

Dear Mr. Peinste1n: 

I am writing to acknowledge your interesting let-

ter ot December 23rd. As you may have aeen tram 1113' apeeob, 

I am teying to collect those who already have adopted the 

right attitude, 1n a movement that ia ailled at eN'ect1v. 

political action. There exists also the quite dirticult 

task or educating people 1n order to increase the ftumber ot 
those who may adopt the right attitude. I am not in a posit-

ion to devote any time or attention to this second taak. 

Concerning point "b" 1n your letter, I don't be-

11eve that I can help you at all except that I shall be 

pleased to meet you and y-our co-wci>tt-kera it you come to Vaah-

1ngton. I cannot, however, assume any additional burden 

that would involve correspondence a1nee I am snowed under ~tb 

correspondence as it is. 
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I am enclosing the latest version ot mT Speeeh 

tor your information. I am in the prooeas or rewritinc it 

in order to clarity what may be the attainable long ~em 

objeotivea. 

It the movement that I am deaorib1ng ahould be 

started in earnest, it would have to lean initially quite 

heavily on local groups such as youra. Until it 18 tull.J' 

organiaed and well under way, it will not be able to g1v• 

support to local groupa. As tar a a your immediate problem 

goes, you ought to be able to get support trom foundations. 

I, personally, have little faith in foundations and I have 

practically no contact with them. 

I am sending an extra copy or rq lpeech. Pl•••• 

reel tree to forward 1t to Dr. Roy John it you think he mq 

be interested 1n it. 

Sincerely, 

--A< (/ 

Leo s•ilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaia 
Washington 6, D.O. 



WAYNE STATE UNIVERSITY 

MONTEITH COLLEGE 

Otto Feinstein 

Leo Szilard 
Hotel Dupont Plaza 
Washington 6, D.C. 

Dear Professor Szilard, 

DETROIT 2., MICHIGAN 

23 December 1961 

Undoubtedly you are being inundated by many letters for this reaaon I 

shall be short and to the point. My second reason is the following - I agree 

with most of what you say and have since 1949 ina modest Yay been Yorking to 

accomplish this - as ~ter of fact our path's crossed just after Pres Truman 

announced that the Russians had the A-Domb. I and a feY friends approached you 

and some others to participate in a round table discussion in Mandel Hall at 

the U of Chicago, which you dido But few people were ~illing at the time to 

consider the Peace issue important enough to lay aside their poltical differences. 

Huch time has passed since then in 1950 I received my BA from the U of c, 

in 1953 my licenciate for the Graduate Institute of International Studies in 

Geneva, two years in the US army and work on my PhD at the UC and for the US 

Senate on a reserach project on US foreign policy in Latin Arneri~a. (my field 

is that of Under-developed areas political economic problema.) For two years 

now I have been teaching at Wayne State University. My vieYs on US foreign 

policy you can find in the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists December 1960 and 

January 1961. But my reason for the letter being brief has become too long 1 

it is that for tYo years I have been active in doing just what you discuss 

in your speech - I have approached those who say they agree to find that they 

only mean this theoretically- th1s Tasting their and my time. In addition I and 

some student, faculty nd young professionals have been trying by means of 

a magazine ( I enclose two copies ) to make contact with like minded people 

(we are all theirty or younger) only to find that the same hol~ true. In 

addition we pursue our careers. I write to you in hopr that to be quite frank 

that we have found a friend who means what be says and thus not say Yorda 

of encouragement which exite us but then when it comes to the act disappears. 

(please reau the statement of purpose in the back of the fourth iasueo 

Down to brass tacks. In lJetroit at Wayne ( and this is not for public 

consumption only ofr you) we baTe built up around Wayne University SANE a group 

of people wli have been acting and studying along the lines you suggested. We have 

a. speakers bureau (brochure enclosed which has apoken before Lions Clubs, Democratic 

party groups, Veteran, business, social and religious organizations (over 5,000 

individuals have been spoken before) off tlle campus (also we gave a. course last 

year listed on the back), we are now starting a. weekly TV series, a. radio program, 

a. bi-woekly paper, and two major research projects one on the community and the 

peace question and the other on status of foreign policy and the national and 

international pwrer situationo The potential is gigantic, all has been done 

purely by volunteers, contacts with the comnunity and also community peace groups 

is good - our basic aim to make Peace a. marketable political commodity. Please 

again this is very private information - when we are firmly aa.nd soundly established 

we will let others know of our activity but till then it is important to work and 

not to make a big noise. Now that I have given you a sketch of our activity 
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let me tell you two things breifly a- our position b- what I want from you0 

a) we support, as the only viable alternative to total destruction multilateral 
adequately inspected disarmament. We believe that at least sine~ May 10 1955 
no plan has been put ofrward by either side which gives quid pro quo on'inspection 
~nd disarmament. We are in general agreement that certain negotiati~ tactica 
1n themselves make agreement impossible - namley that by presenting as a 
starting position one unexeptagle to the other side the atmosphere of serious 
negotiation is under minded - the risk must be taken that we present a treaty 
which embodies both our and the Soviet interests and indicate the reason for this 
very clearly to the Russia.nA indicating tha t they should do the same. We also 
feel tho.t it is imperative to give support to the more sensitive people in the 
government, (primaries included)o Again just a rough sketch so you may know 
us a little (although I am writing in a personal capacity just having received 

the copy of your speech. 

b) We need three things ( and I don't know to what extent you have them) 
1) direct contacts with distinguished people like yourselves so that we 

know in some co-ordinated way what is being done by others and also 
so that we can call on your help if need be from such things as 
having a speaker of national fame to having entree to big wigs either 
to present our vi •~Ts or to ask for advice, information or opinionso 

2) Money Te have amassed resources which are worth perhaps hundreds 
of thousands of dollars due to our positions as faculty : voluntary 
contributions of highly skilled people -economists, sociologists, 
political scientists etc etc, TV, radio, spekkers and all that I 
described above but as the economist puts it we have hit a capitalization 
problem - we have no liquid funds. The reseaahh project needa some research 
assistants if it is to move quickly and keep the voiunteers we have 
and also be of more than academic use, the reseach project needs perhaps 
a secretary and a research librarian. The latter so that we beaefit from. 
rather than duplicate what is being done in other places, The other 
projects need an adminstrator and perhaps some personell. We feel that 
it would be justified to have five full time people working on these 
activities but as a start we uesperatley need at least oneo A person 
who has skills in various lines of research, in community work, mass 
media and administration. We thus desperately need seed capitalo The 
research project which is the place that would hire this assistant is 
furthermore tax free as it is my project sanctioned by the univers•tyo 

3) An effort to bring together both the distinguished and the young activist 
academics from around the nation. So that a real base can be built 
in each local and that experience from one place can be given to others 
without pain of self experience. ~his will be very ticklish since what 
is perhaps least needed is national co-ordination of all these efforts 
for many reasons this could be harmful. JAciU areas must use their own 
initiative and ingenuity due to differences in conditions and personalities. 
They must however look at parallel efforts as friedds. Certain people 
however are far more effective within the national scene and these need 
to be organized as not official but as sympathetic spokesmen for the 
many local efforts. (Each university should have its precinct so to speak) 
Such efforts have been considered and the PS names some of its originators. 

P/S Please forward a copy of your speach to Br Roy John Director, Baain Research 
Institute, University of Rochetse~. 

~~~~ is more or less very briefly wh~~a~~~ I most sincerely hope to hear from 

Otto Feinstein As~istant Professor 
Monteith College, Wayne ,State University 

7J , ". ,:__~ • r- z r ~- cf..-t.-1- ¥~ 
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