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C/NTRAL DISTRICT P, ROL RE ORT S

1953/54 snd 1954/5%
AVUKUPU (BASE CaliP) & KAIRUKU

Qf‘;ﬁ Conducting

J «B.Shoxt
W.J . Ge Lombden
W.J »G. Lanbden

R.L.Pearse
W.E.Tomasettl
¥ .E.Tomasettl
Ww.E.Tonasettl
7.E,Tonasettd
¥ .J « GLambden

D.R.Goodger
W eLeTomasettl
D.R.Goodger
W.E.Tomasettl

L.R.Goodger
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Area Patrolled

Mekeo Census Division
Bush llele~ and lekeo

Waima - Kivowi Census Division

Roro Cengus Division
Bush liekeo

Nara census Division
Kebadi Census Division
Zuni Consus Division

Woima - Kivori Census Division

et L L el

Roro Census Divisicn

Kauatt and Nara Census Divisions
Bush llekeo '
Kuni Census Division

Roro Ccnous Division

Mekeo Census Divisi n

Wainma - Livori C.nous Division
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TE RITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW QU INEA

Mekeo Administrative Area,
AVWEKIRY

9 Oetober 653,
T e District Commissioner,
Central Distriecs,
VU 53-54.
re trol S0 te o
officer conducting Patrel; SHORT, J.B. Patrel Officer,
Area patrolled; MEXKRO Census 8/D,
Object of patrols General Administration.
Durations 19/9/83 so 30/9/53.
Persormél accompanying: 3 nmative police.
DIARY.
1400 lefs EPO for ZNAWI. Arrived INAWI 1600.
1 S R ine sits villags siPichiles
20 Sept. sunday, observed at INAWI.
. At INAWI. Gensral administation and inspection of
" meshanical and hand rice-fields. Slept.
. 0810 left INAWI for INAWAUNI per b ®
. Arrived INAWAUNI 0980, General :.hﬂ::nuu and
inspes tiwms. Slept.
> 0850 left INAWAUNI for BEBEC Dy foot. 1080 Arrived
e BEAEO. Oemeral administration and inspectiams.
13530 left BEBBO for RARAI, 1430 arrived RARAI.
Ceneral administration. Slept.
0800 loft RARAI for AMOAMNO * bieyecls., 0900 arrived
84 Septs  LOANO. Oemeral administratiom.
1830 1eft ANCAMD for BEIPA, arriving 1300. General
administration and inspec « 8lept,
0800 AIPEANA. Oc¢ 10ral administration and inspections.
25 Sopt. 0800 A ee AIPEANA for ORIROPETANA arriving 1248,
General administration. 1600 left ORIROPETANA for
IFAWAIA. Slept at Ag. Contre.
26 Sept. Talks witn village officials and inspested JESUBAIBUA
rice field.




DIAKY s cont. ! .

28 Sept, 0880 - JESUBAIBUA. General administratiom.
1400 - IKAWAIA. eneral administraiion and inspection.

29 Sept. 080C -~ EBOA. General administretion.
1248 left BBOA foe INAWABUI per bieycle, arriving
1330, General adminiatraticn, Returned to INAWAIA
Ag Cendre at 1630, Slept.

S0 Sept. Patrol returned to BEREINA.

B) DESCRIPTIVE INTRODUC TION.

1, This is t'e first patrol to be conducted from t ePost

in the newly established Melmo Administrative Area. The Mekeo
Census 8/D is one of three 8/Divisions which comprise the

Area and lies on a low level plain on eit er side of the
hﬂm River, It is abo't 6 miles from the sea at its nearest
point, being separated from the coast by the Waimas and Roros,
and extends for about 16 miles along the river.Wit the exception
of IMOUNGA and INAWABUI, t e villages are within 30 minutes

walk of the river,

2. There are large areas of grassland in t.e Mekeo, particulare

nearer the cosst where the anmual reinfall apvears to be lower
inland, Large parts of t.e land are subject to flooding

during te North-West season and tiis reduces tie amount of

land available for all the year round gardens. In spite of this

no village seems short of land, eitiher for pm=x zn st effutuie

needs, although the Mekeo recoils at the thought of selling

even the smllest block =R,

Se During the¢ past two montis several trips have been made
to the Melkso villages which huve been associated with Rarel
Pr ogress Societies, These trips were directly concerned with
the winding up of the R.P.8.°s and tie establishment of
Co-operative Secisties, and the preparation of blocks for
growing rice wit: mechanical gssistance, They were conducted
wit other officers in She area associated wit. the new rice

4. This patrol was a routine one, but gave an opportunity
to estimate the appvoximeie ares of ries boing plomted im tue
Melmo ¢t is season, both r:i and and with mechanical assdstance,
smt Also to gain an overall view of how t e change-over from
R.P.?., tv the present scheme is viewed,

{C) NATIVE AFPAIRS.
5. The Mckev seems t2 regard the appearance of a Buropean
in his village with deep suspicion, T is -{ be due to the
fact that mos t Buropeans are Government Officers who frequently
require carriers, tut it soems mére probable t at it can be
attributed to a series of idealistic pramises, the fruits of
waieh have 50 far failed to materialise., For examplé, in one
village, & man impassionately declared t at they Led been
promised village electricity supplies and trueks but az yet

ad got notuing, This was nﬁnud in ot er villages and
p.rtfouwly t was noted, those villages “aich have been
assholiated wim m:ral Progress Societies and w ieh are also in

t'e proximity of Mission Centres.

rse it is already realised t:at the Mekeo is a past
:-uroztawtuperins wit: tie truth and even the most careful
atatement 1s given a varilety of laterpretations .o suit the
particula® situation. He alsc likes to have sometiiing to camplain

-
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about, and will go to great length to detaii some small omi.sion

w.lle at tie same time ¢
made on his part, mplietely disregarding t.e gravest errdrs

7. In the outlying villages where there has been less every-
day contact, a friendlier atmodphere exists and t .e natives .
seem more willing to listen to suggestions, even if t oy wers |
Just as reticent in carrying out the same su gestions. ‘\

8. Compared witn the Tolai, the Mekeo seems to Lave little
idea of what he w wants, and spends no time tiinking about it,
The suggestion that ne should work for the benefit of future
generations was not appreeiated,

9. They are very giick tempered people ani soveral times

during the patrol natives who were mmod by some trivial
matter were 3 seen tc stand in the middle of tne village and

shout out their grievance for all to hear, T is seems to explain

the large nunber of asssults and tireatened asssults wnich occur,

One common reason for asssult is the failure of a wife to ..ave

a meal ready om time., Thiz is not an uncommon complaimt in more

civilised commnities,alt.cugh peraps less 1likely to produce A
t.e same results, ]

10. T™he authority of the clan ¢ .lefs in most vuhgn is
undisputed, alt ough in EBOA $!® culefs told me that tie reasom
for tre faliure of tie village to clear t eir rice field this
season was due to t.eir lsck of econtrol over the people, and
also because the ¢ iefs t.emselves cculd not agree. In RAKAIL
tre eldest daug.ter of a dead ¢:ief who had had no sons had the
power to choose the chief of the clan and she was using this
power to control the clsm by threatening to change the chief.

(D) NATIVE ACRICULTURE AND LIVESTOOK,

i1, Gardens are mumercus and generally well tended, £ and the
foed grown is both varied and in excess of consumption reguiremee
nts. Seme of the excess is 80ld at weekly mmriets at EF0 and
BIOT and are always well attended.

18, At INAWAUNI a small oxporhon:g block of cacao, oct:‘olo
and tea was inspested. Also grow v WAS SO0me pepper a
vaniila, The block had not been well looked after and was only
cleaned 28 en the ooouion‘qmn. They wanted to lmow
wiy the caceo was not bearing, it nad been planted for just
over 6 menths, and were most surprised to leamn that it would
take about 5 years before t ey could expect any appreciable

number of pods.

u seem to be a largse number x of pigs in all the
%:ihp:l::.d they are mostly unfenced, to the detriment of 1
many gardens. |
14, Fowls are fairly numercus and fowlhouses were noticed ‘
in several villages. i

odustion of rice and the ¢ .ange over from Riral
}g;muh :o:iottu is dealt with in a subsequent section.

(E) EDUCATION,

{?. T.e Catholis Mission .as village 8¢ .001ls in all villages
and those close to t e misslon centves at BEIPA and INAWAIA are
staffed by mission sisiers, Attendance is often mexred by t @
desire of parents to take t“éir o ildren to the gardens wit.
them, Also at BEIPA ZRAXSMAXAIAY IXAEEXCEEImERRXxdy t ere is a

A
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more advanced boarding school but this is not very larpe.

17. 1he mission at Yule Is. offers some o
china : pportunities for
“m x: training, but there 1s a anortage of mechanics in tie
:ho r:oo :ﬁﬁ:-:'dttﬁu t: b.cncgm SRS ROV 35 Snd WMl
ops to 8 he N
owmned and opsrated by natives, tage where maciinory will be

(F) ROADS AND BRIDGES.

18. At tie moment tie roads are in fairly good condition
and extend to most of the villages, However t. e leck of a means
of crossing the Angabanga River prevents vehicular traffic
moving between villages on either side of he river,

|
19. A road 1s at present being built into the site of the new }
station and tils will eventually join up witi the present road |
to Kikimunga. One brigge hms been bpilt and anotiner ig under

construetdon for this road,

{%) VILLAGES,

20, All villages were found to te clean during the patrol,
but they are all very dusty during dry weatier, T .is duct then
turns to m:d as soon as ther? is any rain, ¥

21, Houses vary a great deal within the villages, There are
some examples of very good houses to Nbe seen, but there are a
lot of small rough1¥ eonstruocted buuding in allxx villages,
There were alf constructed ..ouses be seen ,and it seems
t at it takes 9 mont s or more to complete t e building., When

1t is finally Cinished it has to last until it nearly falls down,

2. In INWABUI t.e natives have an arrangement witi the
Catiolic mission by which they can get t..eir own trees sawn into
tigber at the mission sawmill at Xubuna. T.6 mission collects
the logs and cuts them and kveps half the timber prodused,
Alu:&thou are some houses constructed wit sawn timber in
the age and 1t gnoulddo muc.. th imprae the ntandard of

rousing .

GE _OFFIC .

e8. Majority of Village Constables are, eitier tiragh ehoice

or because they canft help it, very imefectual, and mueh

s:outing and blowing of w istles is required to call up a village,

This contrascs greatly witn previous experience in Rabtaul where

villagers were always assembled and waltin: wien previous :
warning of a meeting ad deen given.

23. 4130 V.G.'s are vory lax in reporting offences. It is
noped trat mow that Bhere is no need tc eross over to Kalrukm ,
more cases will be broug t 1

24, Councillors w.o are not ehiefs have little real aut.ority 4
to » exert and so must frequently refer t“shr owmn ¢ iefs, ,
but the idea of only -king co.acill ors cl.iefs did rot i
generally seem to be agree te, On two occasions ¢ lefs who ;
are ocouncillors wanted to finis:, saying that they thaug.t |
tiheir work as councillors interfered with their work as enief, ,
overall opinion but it is felt that if all '

This be the
11 ogztnro o iefs snd realised positions wore allied, it

[ b §

v::n enable closer contact to be made with the people,

{Z) CENSUS.

26, r e last census in t:is 8/D was done in Jamary this year.
J) HEALTH.

26, At the time this patrol was being condu ted, the Medical

officer was conducting & patrol and Malarial Survey in the Mekeo

and B.s: Mekeo,
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villapges are wit in easy reac of village Aid Posts and
?::sioog.ii:t:r:olmb‘ “rogxl:r Iilltl to all villages, so that
) i én. Medical Orderlgss also reported
fairly good attendance of sick at h:.l?l’ﬂtl. .

27, A new Lospital, consisting of one Hative material
building has now been constructed on the edge of t e Mekeo at
Bpo and is staffed by an experienced Medical Orderly. T:is 1s
in & Mac.: more popular position t.an Keiruku hospital as many
do not like erossing over to Yule Is.

(X) MISSIONS.

28, Te Catholic mission has a monolpoy of t ¢ Mekeo and ..as
had for a comsiderable number of years. After experience wit:
the same mission in Rabaul the differemce in the degree of im
influence of t e mission over the matives is very notieceble,
Ti.e Mekeo treats rejigzion as a convenience and the mission
exerts very little control over 1life in the village itself.
Several cases of divorce and polygamy were met with, and in
on® particular case, a young well educated man w o had been
broug't up close to ti.e mission decided to leave .is wife and
marry anot.er girl, alt oug fully aware of t.e mbssion's

reaction,

{L) WICE PROJECT.

29. A survey of the total area of rice being growm this
season was mwde during tuls patrol. It was too early %
got exact figires of ali the areas to e planted as mue : of
t o clearing had ncc been completsd, But sufficient had
been done to indicate that the natives ave not sltogetaer
lost intéreat and are still nhopeful of making some money out

of rice.

30. To area of rice being planted with mechanical asslstance

tuis season is not large consifle

available.

work, and e has no
wit: an ooccasional

ti.e land and labour

But after seeing tie satisfection of the
natives in the results of the Rural Progress Societies, and
to them results must surely mesh cash or its equivalent in
goods, ties small area is not surprising.

3l, Even if tie Melmo does not like to mmxk do any extra

great need for more money than e can got 4
male of copra or betelmut, wen he does some

work ne surely wants to see som® tangible result to it.

38, After much procratination cleari w.ich in no case was

difficult, was finia

Ploughing

ofticars at ti.e two

od mml on the meg oal bloclks and tle

of these blocks has now beem dene by the D.A.8.F.

mogsured areas

”. T»
uu‘ LN J [ )
APEANA .. ..
INAWI o¢ oo
JESUBAI UA o
INAWAIA oo
34, In a

Extension Centres in the adea,

of t ese blocks are as followss-

es es 18,8 acres,
'Y ) o u" »
o0 L X ] u.’ »
[ X J L X J n.g :
PR B

ddition Beipa, Alpeana and Inawala have requosted

that adAiticnal areas be plougied, and at Inawaia clearing is

well under way of & block X a

ost as large as t eir first one.

F— S
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RICE PROJECTjeont,).

36¢ A8 well &8s t .ese mee anided hlocks & t-ol
other villages are interested in the m'od\mt::or’;‘at‘:orizeo‘f’gn(‘1 ::3.:.
Most of the villages are olearing land to plant by .and, In all
u:u f.h:il.. is bus land w.ic. means tiat after clearing is finished
3313: :.kgg:p’gr:’g:g: di: ;-20 actual area of a block is wasted,

3 e , tre a D hh
to burn or carry away. (A es and logs w icl: are toc big

36. These tlocks arfe being worked irn a variety of ways.
2:.1:311?_01? &; ch:{‘:uu. whiloot ers are worked by graups

;) O ac or a group ofbrot ers ani thier families
down t0o one group of a man and is wife,
Ne The approximate total area for esc: village is gziven below,

INAWI oe se .. 2% 6 acres consiating of S blociks.
"

u‘x LR LR LN m ” . s .
ANOAMO .. T 4 " " i g
BEIPA .. . b . " .3 "
AIPRBANA .. .. .o | " ity ¥
m‘. *e L LR u ® " W s L4
INAWABUI,. . . . b .

18

Appran-t; Toal

INAWAUNI, BEBEO and ORIROPETANA wave decided on t eir pleces of
ground but ave not yet aterted work on t em. T .ere seems to be
no reason to disbelieve them, particularly the XZmxk 2 last
mentioned villages, as t ey lave on pervious 2otoasions grown
rice far sale to tue R.P.8, at IN"‘KO

38, Raral Progress Societies have been wound up at Alpeana,
Beipe and Jesubaibua, In eac. case Liere was mic . dissatisfaction
with the smount of money paid back and meetings were fairly

starmy., But as explained earlier, the Melkeo is easily roused

to anger and most complaints have now been forgottem. T ese three
villages have now formed their own Co-operative Societles and

ti® readincss wit wiiech they ave done this s.ows tiat thay

ave some confidence in the new scheme,

B X

(Jom B,Short),
B TROL OFFICER 1/C,

PO - S

v B s
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The Direcior, el
Distric. (ervices and latlve Afinive,
\ o
Y .

Palrol Feport = AVUEU 1/53=5%,

W o

A vall writien ol [ luraniive Patrel loport,

ALY AFFAJRE s

The oxitance of tho «iturticn a+ oullined in

paragreph 9 is not surprieins as natliver arc epl ¢ oxoming g

pew i1iea or ir-iituticn i the hont of findine 4L a noy

eary way Lo wealth, They ar apt tu convine Lhemsclvos
that they hav: fowr’ 1t and vhen dicilInclonecat coours i€ is
patural and also husea for them 4o 2ttach Lhe Dluse Lo anybody
ut themsclves, This 1= hat prodadbly hepp ned with the Cummer
Rural Progres: Socleties and, 'mlc:ic due procautions are lLwliad,y
will happen with the new Co-cnerative fecletier,

—

MM IETEIEEER R EER N ] .0
(F, A, bSonstod) o
a/District Commiscionery C,.i1,




; +aa RLTORY OF PAPUA NEW GUINEA,
i |
' < . Mekeo Administravive Area,
( AVUKUPU,.
L 30 March, 1954.
v B s it oo
The Lislilol vaw ..L.ihian.r,
Central Distri.l,
| PORT Y OFESEY,
| PATRO )7 £ !
i :
: Roport of e patrol to the Bush Mekeo and Meked, ;
: '
Offieer condusting Patrol: Wed oG, LAMBDEN P/O
€ s |
;’ Personnel acoompenyins: () 10/2/54 vo 1/3/54
| Cerporal MOMET }
Cons%able UPERI -
VelieO., DOMINIK
; (v) 28/3/%2 to 27/7/54
Constatls AFURU -
Conetable AMBIANCA, o
!
Area Patrolled: MNekec end Bust liskeo
® Davetiont 10/8/52 %o 1/7%/:7 -r3 28/%/54 to 27/3/54 4 (i:‘.\

(26 cayel . 1
Objeets of patrol; (1) lickeo Census Revision |
(28) Ceneral ~. .inistra.ion

I i ey




{a) DIARY,
Wadnsaday 10 February 54.

Ao D,:{arted AVUKTPU 5. foot &t 0930, Arriveéd EAURAMERY
at 10350, Gene Administretion.

Thuradey 11 ¥elrualy Sd.
: Laf{ LAk TRT on foot &t 0600 and arrived HEXEZPARD at
0900, G-oreral A - atialion, [enerted HEREPARU a* 1030 on foot end

arrivea UABANLUN W ot 130C, Geunoral Administration.

Fr.d4

- -

To APALLII - °,, 'wmoe, (0900-1460) General Administration

Saturday 13 Vebruary O4.

General Adrinistration st APANAYPY,

Sunéay 14 Yebruary S4,
At EPARATIPI.

Depacted APANAIFI by Camce at 0800 ena arrived PIUNGA %
4300, General ~dnin'! stratioem.

Buegéay 16 FebruaXy Sia

To AMIAKA v~ ecaree, (U30U-1100), Genoral Administretion,

¥ednesdav 17 Fahruary Sd.

By asnos end Toot to ENGIEFA, (0730-1000). General
Admini st ration, Returned to A4IAEA,

Thuxadey 18 Feizudsy S4.

On fryot to INAUKINA. (0800«0915) General Administration
and thex on to MAIPA by foot, (1300-1400) GCeneral Administration.

Ixiday 19 Februsry 54,

Departed MAIPA on foot a: 0800 and arrived 101 «t 0915,
(@ Generrl Admimistration, Them by fuot te IMOUGA (1200-1300) . Revised
Census and Gemeral Administration,

W ey S e~
*

Saturday 20 February 04
un foow tO MAU‘I (l)& 00.-2 ’00) e Rav'iynd gereusn ra@
General Administratlion,

Sursay 21 FeDIiAXY D&.
At INAWAUKI,

- ——
——— S~
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(2)

Monday 22 February o4,

_ On foot te BEFED (0800-0900), Geusus Revision af

end Carar-sl Af 'ﬁmtinr. Dnﬂ-ﬁnc‘ “ET»".C et 1200 314 =ryrived
f\.‘;;u i ‘ ] 2t s et ',)n.
Tueedey 2o Felrvexy €4,

Depaxt X a4l .n foot 0200 an. ... .d AMOAMO
AT O %, mc gs.ard. edminfetv=t4-v, nn foot to

General .. .. . _..a.l00e

BEIPA at 10V ana arrived at 1400,

wm
: Census rovirior ard coneral adwinistration at
BEIPA,

Vencur - rision and pereral adminfistration as
AIPEANA,

On foot to ORIRO. . Aila (wu-ooso). Qensus
revision and generel sdwminigtretion, Hetur-ed to °F'PA.

On foe': t-
and genersl 2*ninigtratt -,

Bunday 2 Fobruary 54,

At BET¥: ,

donday ) Mareh 54,

Returned to AVUn.urJ Dy D.A.3.F, traster, (0900-11

Iuesdsy ZMersh _ - cundey % Mareh S4: \

Routine station duties and vist to Xairuku,
Monday 28 Margh 54,

"marted AVUKUPU on foot NP70 ~r2 awri—nd Triwav) et

Cenrr revision

D"\ g 'r-"—-odqnnv-: =
Rotuwamod 30 LJddlAe

1300«

Tuesi oo dapgh B,

el adninista dvaevdi &b




®

(3)

Yeane 3l o4

Ccnrus revision and generel aduinictretion at
INAWAIA,

Lnnrus Peviulor o 0 e oral eardoistiat lon at EE0Ae

Fridar 26 Merop O4,

Lo INAXALUT by D,ACF, ‘tractor. (115C-N800), Census
revision ané gereral .a-nlnmzu. Returned ©d INAWAEA.

Saturdgy 27 Mareh $¢,

y Doparted INANAIA on feot at 0830, Arrived INAWAER at
1000, Census revision and genesal aduinistration, On to AVUKUPU
by foote (1500-1700),

ET OF PATROL.
{1)_DISCRIPTIVE T@TRODUCIION

l. Tads patiol for sonvienee tor¥ in beth the ¥Fekeo and
Mekso census sud-division, Botk ihese sui-diviaion are

situated or or alose to it 3 Bush “‘ekeo villages with the
ions of EHGEFA and i, ere all situated om either the
or INAUTUNGA rivers, With trs cxoeption of IMOUNGA and ’

INANEABULI, all Mekeo villagss ares «ithip 3" minmute of the
Angodunsa River,

8., The Bush }MaXeo is bondad rn the North by the Goilala Sube- ‘

. £
= —— . it S e et R P ..y

Digtrict, on the East Ly LS sekoo cemsuc sub-@ivision, on the
South by the Vaima Kiviri @.8,P. 724 on tr¢ West by the Kerema !
Sub-Distriot, on the Bast by the Kuni C.8.D,, on the seuth the l
RORO C.S.D, and on ttec West by beth the Waime-Kivéri eand }3
f
!
{

P

.“ CeSabe? Be

3 These B CeS.D.'s with a tot7l populetion of 53135 compriss
mmﬂ.nteﬁ three-quarters of the area administoread frem the

newly esteblished Petrel post at AVUKUPU, The Bush Mekeo has a :
population of 1059 :zmd amor~s 8 villagées while thz Xekeo has a
pgnltt.!.m of 4254 living in 14 villages.

4. Poth these areas aro, during the North-West season, subjeet &
to noodinf. The Bush Mekeo eonsists of flat raia foress type
eountry while the Mekeo has large areas of grasslamnd, h areas
area fairly flat with a range of low hills runming reoughly alorg
the berders of the Bush Mekeo-Xekeo ané Bush Mekeo-Waima xivéri,




o —— ——— T “H
{
(4)
wifht,: A? '3 Rs

Se A marked differenee in the a‘titude tovards tire patrol
war noied vien the lower Mekeo villas= were reached, I:. botn
LA Bl doie Cwear Uetan 4110 ea of TMOLGE and 4o ARATMTE

5. a i ¢ A [y iy $id tLOo4 58 osllant wnile ill
dover ii2tred ¥111laces thero udil W 1 :
o Ui lilciicae For szempla, J. . oo tnekeo villegos lar 2 amount
Jood, " oG an zew, were offered to the nety-! -hile
in the ¢ villeges vy 11.t1 . vas offered & aytbing
was oi'fersd it ou e 2ruly orenpges which appeare¢ to have been
ﬁc&ic. “F ves vie gevilide lhere is sertelrl: .. of food

either the Maekec or Bush Mekeo, Aaother ermuplc wes in the

way the village people ocame for a medical lineup or eensus., The

Bush Mekeo people genersly oame nearly straigsht away while the

Mekeos would straggle in for about an hour or more, On the whole

I found thet the Bush Mikeo people were much more freindlier

gnn the vecvle in the Mekec villages lower down Lie Angabuaga
Vere

6. With the exoeption of pigs the most common cause for
oathh‘. in beth these areas is land. Aes in most other native
soalatior '°n? 13 the er)” mafor asset possessed by the people who
Jealously guai thelr r' ,.Ls, Iin ilie magority of villare= visited
during the patrol land &/ -mta: bdoth within and outside the clan
were trought upe Mos$ oL uharad dispuves econcera Jiond Yoo iarles
and ne¢- - e2n celng en v sopio years, As theo Mekeco are very
z:iok tempored people these dinpu. cfver .ead v villege nid
ter village Lravwls.

Ve Pigs, as in ether pzr : o tle Tolrilor) c.uuse many dispute

Nost villege: nri gardc - are unfenead or vhers they are fenced the

fenoces heve fallen intec Alcr-ral-. ¥arlos viliage effielals :
\

r—— A —

reporval L.a. U Iy havy ... Lo set the neople to renew Oor constru

new fences Yut so far therc hes hean little if any respomse, The
peocple raalize thet the ! o Loyl tlodr poxden but seem
reluetant to ~pand 4> ° nsagary enatey to 0o thlis work. ‘

(2) AGREGUARUICS AND LI it i OGK, ‘; 1

a, Both these areea: *ave l.. .c sardec s, ..l .l heve .
wup e focd and gome havs @ surpliuz, 3ome of this swirlus is saken to |
the DeAS.F. station and to tho markets at BIOTO and IPO whioch :
$perate at weekly intervals,

9 Pigs and fowls are ¢ommon in all villegs.

10, The Buash Mekeo abounds with 1life and has eensiderabdle : |

numbers of wild pigs and saszsowary, Tre Mekeo, en the ether hand, : |

has very little 4 life end tese people are to go leng * 48

digtances to hunt, This could possidbly be explained by the large

numbers of sho¥guns at presemt Leld in the Mekeo villages and the R

faet that there are only a few guns in the Bush Mekeo, i1
L

11. + .. gerimental plet of co’" |

C C ) . g A.aol-l‘ m
<e8 ¢ fuspected at INAWAUXYYI, This plotv was placted ‘.’»:,r trhe Mission |
teec loned at this .il77.e 4 appears tc ke <. o' its !
“8lle




(%)

iR, Most ef the villages were seen in goed condition,
Several iouses werein peor cordéition but on the vt ola
AL gy T 0T thig Tanuaq were In anlte rrocd urder,
> buch MeKeo V.. OB a8 me
{45 -.L»'L'. its . iple vac ‘a
neccesnr he o voglon ceused oy heavy rd.u Mubh tnno me thing

s oco coue o the Mcke: villa e of INAWAR who~» snend

-m is .'. 4 f'eot Qear Aropm u,.unins ¢Lrough ... ,,.wo of ;
e - 11117% bas always beer mmhiantad ta Plooding ,
but thopeople show no 4desire %o move to a . . Loe A fow |
:ﬁﬂ:‘m the village was burat Zewn bui was robms on the :

te.

4. Tbe bush Maekeo of APANAIPI is built on the banks ’»
of the INAUFUNGA River hut vhen this wives floods tin paopla ’
mova to enother smaller village built en a hill hehind the '
main villeze, ¥#hen the floods have subsided they retwrn te
APANAIPI, They sean toprefor this scnstant snifting tham to
1living vernauently on the hilluide,

16, witrd: the 942~ » Lieve are various styles of houses,
Senie are bnilt high up off the gromed, some i uve rouuGed

anis and a Tev are bull:. ¢i adzed - fnber. Pougser in bath these
ares. - nmoh the same., The IFA/ .1 pocrle Laie 8u . wiohent
vith (..o Calvhicliec Miscion whora — ry 000 “"wiiv -awm Cinar,

s hr ok

f£) MIZSTON AND BIXIGA: IO,

le. fro Miczion of ““r 3ucrec Yeart has village seheodls
staftfed by native teamaliers in all villagcs right througheut the
area. Ilrese sohdols .rec ell nriesdasd M- tha sh414ATren of the
vardous villnzes, Th-or: L. ulse o« villaps :oncol rum by the
LJeS, at AlaiateI,

17. Irn addicicon to tnese village schools the M.8.C, has
beardins schcol at MiI'0 ANA and YULR ISIAND, Missien Sisters
alse run sohocle at FFIFA and INAWAIA, The uuu- frem the
village schecls may gxucvate @ oue oF cther ~° ' ahove ssheols

18 . The main cause for ehildren not att:-nding scihool or
missing days appears to be tha: ‘e pareris sometimes take them
to the gardens, There has dee. « certalu smeumt of truaney.
This has been partly overseme in some villeges by ome 6f the
village officials escerting the ehildrem to the schoel,

19. Most roads were in geod condition. 7The rvenicular roed

from NP0 to BEIPA had begsms a bit overgrewn and villages
concerned were instructed to see that the read was Rleaned, I
have =inse heerd that this bas now been cempleted,

20, "here ete no ehioular vorus Lo A e poarso and all
v reaks, althevst Ty m y are n 200G 0T,

Poor Copy of
the Original
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o HERT i )
(8)
(h) BZalvd,
£ S0 . DOMYNTE pacompented the first stagze ¢7 the Patrol
2. adll Ve , 128 ot In all 11l es 'd-ited.
e evte and goro .3 e vyillargs,
EZe - 'enerul of all peovle 3cen was good, ihc.. pecple
LT 0omas te varions A Toghs dn the Meken £ c t - “foal )
raeilitlag &r. gwatl ble to Jiam &t the Mir ‘res at BEIPA ,,
and LA e - «..dliion ¢ the above Minnina Simpera pay resular ’
visits to the oloser Makes ¥illages,

precent when the villege was visited by the patrol . The village
vespla compladned to me Lhat he sronds most of timé at his

owa villege of RARAI and 1g raroly at the A1e Pest, ‘ney waa-
ted that he de ramcved #2d mnother man rut in his place. [
bas been reported to Dr, Nesper, ihe¢ Medicel ODfficer at Xof ruku,
who has stated that hs will replece Lhis N.M.0,

{4) TLIACE OFFTaIALS,

(2. 7'llezs Conste''ag:
£4, Two mew appedntion | "o P Meloao an? ® in the Mekeo

have been recormended, Thése were ce.sed ty vue @lseriaals of
the AMIAKA and BXIPA VeGus, . .3 Geati .- the DABANGONGD V.0, and
the vresipnation o the OXTROPITANA V.C.

28, The majorivy of t = . .i.s -2 40 be {nnefectual, This
1s morc netlcadle "» tho Wiabeo vham the Lush Mckeo,

£6, The Velas arn now —evartin. pors offences then
previon~'y, Thie peerioly have [ Gilvod Crow several VeCos

beins comvioea in the C.l.i.

b) Gouncillors:
( ’. ounh‘ary cilvil -.aime vhieh the ocuncillers have attenpted

27
v0 settle out ef court heve uisraly ~--ul*:? 1n sach side of
tac dispute tryinc to mnout vae otber dow,

28, Some Osuncillers do not appec™ to understend whes thair
invel Meny of thew vend to iresard themselves as
. g cumn: Seversl asked me why the V.0.s

were paid by tho Administretions and Councillors were not., The
dirference 4 V.0. and a oouncillor was where ever

necessery explained,

(o) rorr;lnz | %
29, errymen are placed at all rI{g. c:-toamdng. s an h":nd besn
doingz a good job, Most of Rhese men ‘; m;ﬁ

i, The exception is one of the
S —— ,;;:v;ﬁ.:&ﬂ- bc:)-z his rost, intend to dlsemiss

4 lat

‘:’;.‘}s man and appoint emeothev . .. .

Ad) LAW AND JUSLICH,

")‘ ~ card i o Lo S0 litive Matter
» 14 () a .i‘«(‘ jv.‘n.. ':“.;O A0 ’ori.cy 0‘ th. .ms..

irére for fighting ana iLhreaten. | . .
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(7)

(k) CEisUS,

31, The Bush Mekeo was ravised in July 1953 while the
Mekeo census was revised on this patrel.

e, Pi—~e- extracted from the eensus sheet are as ifuvllowe:-

R e TEXe T Yearlo Total,
Toeel Populaiiva 1953 2,223 1,902 | 4,125
Yotal Yopuletion Y954, By 1,98 L B
TR ) S i e mue
VoetEs THT— o B I S .
Tooent ot vork, R T R
Yabour PotentTal L1506 LU

= = 56 B = T 5
Worsn oF ebIYT SearTus age, | LA I
Preguent Wemen ! 105 105

el _

.

83, On the adeve figures 22,95 of males eged 16-45 are adbsent
at work eit-r im tlLc cemtral or other Distriet. The majerity
of these loyed in other Distriet are in Lae, Pregnant
wemen form 11.%3% of ithe women of oi:ild bearing age, During the
12 months there has boén a natural imerease cf 2,00 exd a

totel inerease of 3,)6, The differemse between these pereentages

would de asecumted for by the awmder of micrations and alse by
the mumber cf pcople “ho Lave beem absent in other placses and
vhose names have mot previously deem recorded in the cemsus

boeks,

1) MEEsY RICE PROJEOT,

34, Vrious village rlee plots both hand and Mechanieal plets
were inspeet Many of the BKIFA side of the River
have deen h intersomn with ceran, bananas tSare, In
some plots this has retarted the of the riee, Nest
rice plots seen are unfenced and comsequently pigs have deem
ntor!ng and ¥mecking the rice down,

35, MNost of the village people to have lot interest in
the schems, I thinmk that the e now realisze theat they ean
get bigger returns with a lot ens effort by selling detel nut
and oranges and copra tham by planting riee and waiting fer
many months before théy get cash retura for rice. The imitial
{mterest has now geme, This is shown I thiuk by the relnotance
te ¥oen w1.c cut of the rice and by the ract that cther orops

peve been intersown with the riee.
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15th June, 1994,
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.
e Caywood apnears o have $nlrem
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The Director, R .
District Services and Native Affairc, |

PORI MURECBY,
P Patrol Report = AVUKUPU
lMr, Patroi Of icer Lambde

Enclosed herevith please find, in triplicate, !
Patrol leport AVUKUPU 3/53=54% submitted by Mr. Patrol (. (icer

Lambden, W.J,C.

I am not sure that I agree with Mr, Lam™' .. ard the
Ascistsnt Dictrict Ofiicer KAIRUKU that the HOKO ar WAIL a=KEVERI
reople are ready for the initial establishment of a statutory
Village Council, While the people may be “comparatively
sophlicticaled and intellirent" a people, to quote iir, Lamhden p.2
who "are very quick tempered" and amongst vhom "many village
brawles result from arguments over trivislities" and "women ocuite

“ubmitted by

n_,_ Y"J. J’LC‘ .

‘ often fight amost thoumsclves..{with) no hol” aire varred", do not N
‘3 anpear Lo be the type to make a success of s vourcil, Farthermor N\
while it is proposed that two groups of people be joined in one ‘

.council, nc indication is given of the people's attitude to such
: an smalpgamation,

it 1s plecasine to see Cadet Patrol Officers being
encouraged to write essays such as that sulmi‘ted by Mr. C.P.O.

i"?ﬂClellano

7478

-7 ,‘ A v "

...o.coo&(’i’m.o---.'o.ooo.
(¥. A. Bensted)
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