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MILNE BAY DISTRICT PATROL REPORT

1969-1970

TAGULA - 1- 69-70

Patrol conducted by P..\, Gerard

Aresa patrelled Sudewt Island
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District Office,
ALOTAU,

¥ilne Bay Vistrict,

WAth Ju¥ | 197¢

Tie Seerctary,
Departmwent or the Administrater,

EONEDOBU,

TAGULA PATROL KO.1. OF 1963/70

Atteached please find report submitted by Mr. P, A, Gerard,
Fatrol Cfficer, covering the shovementioned Patrol te several
villagss ox Sudest Jelund in the Louislade Local Gevernmes;t Council
, Area, amd copy of comments thereonm by the Assistant District
£ Conmiseioner.

2, In view of *he Assistant District Commissioner's ocom._snte no

further commenis are considered neceseary except to say that My,
Gerard will have to shos a more active interest ir his work snd aren,
&nd comply with patrolling and reporting procedures,
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PATROL _REPORT.,

“atrol Report TAGULL No. 1.-60/70

Sub-Mietriet MISIMA,

Pistriet Milne Bey

Coumcil Area LOUVISIADE Lecs) Gevermment Council Arca
Tatrol Conducted by P.A.Gerard, Patrol Officer.
Persomnel accempanying patrol 1 member R.P.N.6G.C.
Duration of Potrol 9/3/70 ve 12/3/70 & days

Bate and duration of Iest Patvol June '09 5 days.

Okhjeets of Patrol To inform the people o~ the applieation for mining
pevmii by Mr, JuJorden and aseertain their renction.
To survey road prospects hetween MADAVA, GRIIFFIN VOINT, ..ad
TAGULA Patrol Past. Gemercl Adminisiration.
X

Totel Population af irea Patrolled . 1790,

liap Neference. Enclosed.

Village Populetion Register not enclosec .
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PARRYUL DIARTY.

S

(Note; it was originally intended that the patrol shouvld coumcrnee on tLhe
second of March, Lowever the SITONA was not availnable until the 9th,)

Nondny 9th., Barch 1907C Heparted TAGULA Potrol Pout nbewt 1000, Called
ia nt NOMOA mission to drop mail and obtain supplies, then preceeded
GRIFFIN POINT where heard ome miner Leeal Court. Proceeded RAMBUSO
where overnighted.

Tuesday 10th, March 1070 Liscussions with RAMBUSO villasers re, the minimg
uwpplieation of Mr, J.Jordan. People vnaninously favourable
Proceedecd East Point villege, people generslly not in favour,
Froceeded MEWE vhere overnighted.

Wedneaday 11th. Marech 1970 Piscussions with people in REWE (farerable).
Proceeded CUNU, PANTAVA and PAMFLA, holding discuscicns in eech
village with people re. the wining lease. Meaction faversble in
ell villages. Proceededto MADAVA where overnighted,

Thursday 12. Mereh 1870 One miaor Loeal Couri in MABAVA, Deperted on
feot ehout. 1000 fo. GUIFFIN POINT to survey road prospects.
frrivved firiffin Point about 1800. (Neter this is not the shortest

i time possible, as in pleces olterative routes were sighted),
Peported GRIFPIN FOIN? about 1600, erriviing ot EMBABALIA ot
abow; 1900,

Pridey 13th, Mareh 1970 Departed ¥MBAD/LIA by cance shout oG00 Tor
TAGULA Pavvol Post, axriving esbout 11060,
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A Ok _REPORT .

Tn every aspect, these psople are, and have apparently always Leen,
out on a limb, This is nowhere novre eviilent than in the political sphere, where ignor-
ance of an aws-inspiring profundity is united with a more or less complete apathy.
The atcidude to the administration can est be summed up as , 'you leave us alcne
end we'll leave you alona'. Council tex must be paid of course, to aveid imprisonment,
but the average Sud-Est resident regards himself far too mucl occupied with his village
ectivigies, (inclvding the prosecuticn and avoidancs of sorcory)’ tc teke en active
interest in matters, the importance, or even the relevance of which, he remains almost
totr_': unconvinced, however he has a natural courtesy and pleasantnese of maunner,
and respect for the Administration. T

Mission loyalty is divided between the Nerth of the Island, who
are mainly Catholics, and the Southern, who —~e mainly Methodist (United Church) ,

however this does not seem to have at present any overt political effect.

The main social bane of this Island is sovcery., As in other areas
where this occupation is prevala:t, almost every vague threatening word is taken as
a threat of sorcery, every old person with any eccentric tendencies whate.er is marked
as a sorcerer, and there is very little respect of, or active recourse to Administration
or Mission health services. Some persons activly claim to be expert sorcerers, und these
are greatly respected and dreaded.These persons claim to be responsible for ulmost
every death, natural or otherwise, and this is gemerally credited.

Economd.c.

The cash income i: very low, and the potential income from the very
considerable cocnut plautings, for instance , are ucarcely touchsd. The people's
exulanation is that the traders don't come round of*en enough %o buy *heir copra,
the traders in turn claim that the people don't make copr: often enough to make v. =its
wortr: while. At this stﬁge the only solution I can see is some system whereby epra
could be concentrated at a ventral point for collection em masse. A road system would

appear essential for this.
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The above Situation report is brief, however the Lrief duration of the

patrol amd th e fairly bvsy itinery of the patrol, my first in this ares 6 pre-

vented ¢ longer or more ietailed analysis. The following is a report on the

specifie pwrposes of the patrol,

MINING LoAdls, JoJ QRDAN,

Y was explained that an application for a mining lease had been receimed
by the Administration, and that while it was of course the Administration's prerogative
w rafuse or grant this permit, the min ing werden would asses their reaction first,
and that the Admiristration would almost certainly not grant the permit if the peocple
did not want i! prant 4. This wes readily understood, as this 1s not the first miining
lsase to be appliec for or ' Tsland, and the people weirs not backward in ex-
pressing their views .n the o .

In no village except Kast Point village was there any opposition at all,
the most gemersl reaction being,'Miners slways need helpers and it will mean a lot
more money around.' No-one knew Mr. Jordan's name, so that this reaction was based
on a general rather than a personal approbation., In East Point, after a good deal
of discussion among themselves, the »eople decided that 'We want to close our land
to the miners'. I was wable to ascertain any part’ Jlar reason for this reaction,
although it is pessible that as the most isolated village of this isolat ed island
these people ars just a little bit more cautious and conservative, It could also be
that the conparitive proximity of ROSSELL Island to this vill.ge had something to do
with 14 . (The ROSSELL people's oppcsition resulted in the refusal of a miniug lwease

on that isle.nd}, I could find no real evidence *o support tais however,

A road directly accrtss the Island frem MADAWA to GRIFFIN POINT MYERNXNR
would not be practicable, although a more indirect route, probably a branch from the
proposed WESTERN POINT to GRIFFIJ POINT road may be practicable, This possibility
will be investigated.

My walk along the coast from GRIFFIN POINT to HMBAZALIA confirmed my ideas
about the WBSTEAN POINT to GRIFFIN FUINT rced, which will have to be well beck from
the coast, and the mouths of the creeks. The la%ter are too wide to be crossed with -

ovt major bridging werk, and are mostly flanked by marsh and bog.




COTLVSION.

‘ The pairol was a very brief one, feor a specific purpcse. It ia

é‘ prmsak proposed te eonduct a full eensus patrel of the area comerrued later
this yerr, and e full area study and situation report will accompary the

i raport of this patrel.

Patrol Officer.

mer







NMILNE BAY DISTRICT PATROL REPORT

1969~-1970

TAGULA- 2- 69-70

Patrol conducted by P.A. Gerard

Area patrolled part Sud-east Island C.D.
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I Reply
Please Quole

No.  (7=13e1
Department of the Administrator,

District Headquarters,
ALOLAU ]
Milne .ay Digtrict.

SCOE R S Y
——

Y

el 9 B\ . ~
18th August, 1970

The Secretary, g
Department of the Adwinistrator, 0 ) i
sivision of District Adminiscration, VA, %

KQNKDOBU Papua, P g
’ o aia o ‘\_ /// )
EAIHOL 10, TAGULA 2/69-70 i :

Thank you for memo 67-7-46 of the 24th June, 1970. 2 i

N ]
4 As yet 1 have 10t had an opportuaity to visit Y
Tazula Fatrol Post, but propuie to do 50 in the near future. i

I wonder whethe. the reporting officer was in 1
a position to comment. The starting of the station was done by
Senicr Officers prior to my arrival in the District but who -
I feel certa’n would take inlo account numerous aspects, seme 4
cf those Leings- '

«a; Anchorage
(b) Possitilities of an Air strip
«¢) Pesition in relation to the Administrative area
wkich covers not only Sudest Island but those
3‘ surrourding Sudest mainly Rosscl, Himoa, Joanette,
“he Calvados Chain, to name a few.

R T T AR AT < i
———

I would comuent more fully on lhis after I have
visited the staticn but I feel we are to limited to do anything
as there has been considerable exrenditure on housing at Tagula
during the last year.

1 T S
Kl r'(. h{/,( :ﬁ:{. ' §
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(, '(/1*4 % n Digtettt Coumvissioner. o
| i s
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uivision

mmissioner,

E -
riet,

i WU,

farence : 1Z2vh dJune, 197

JRnNO .If"xlefe’ ¥ o8 o e LpL
UF e - .0e Uéerard, .atrol Cificer of part 5U
ivision,

#h’ les . r ¢ 18 indeed an inccmplete sud lasita,
kEre Utrard's remarke it t) o on ¢f Tagulu are of i.vrerest.

I would sppreciate y.u m.ants on bhe v of this st

v on .

Mr. Peis. Gerard,
Sub-District Office,
Bw;‘.'\ A L‘ I i 5

ne Bay District,.

it ipng s i s o A g, 4 9 o At 5
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TERRITONY OF PAFUA AND NEW GUINEA
in Reply
Flease Quole

Department of the Administrator

¥




3 -

ST —

i

A T i 1 I e . A TG,

ooy v

< e, o B

6 7=l 5=l

District Cifice,
ALOTATU,
Milne Bay Districte.

12th June, 1970

The Secretary,
Departmept of the Administrator,
KONEDCBU,

TAGULA EATROL M0, 2. OF 1969/70

Attached please find report submitted by Mr. P. A. Cerard,
Patrol Officor, covering the abovemen:ioned Patrol.

2e This wag & special patrol to advise “le people of The
Eactern half of Sudeat Island concerning a Mining Applicatio
is covered in Appendix "B" of the report.

Ze It is conaidered that the officer concerned will have
make more contact with the people before he will be able to
satisfactorily assess the overall situation in the area,

4, The Assistant District Commissicner will be advised that
,

a ma, is req'ived to accompany all Patrocl Reports.

= Y

District Comqéﬁgglner.
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Divigiou
Digtreff S
6Tt Dept, ef Platrict Adminietrator,
Sub=Diatriet Office
FYAGAOLA, :

d5th ¥ay, 1970.

Dietrict Commissiener,
Milne Bay Blutrios,

Aotan.

ZAGULA PATROL O _2-69-70

Attached pleans find tha sbovementicaed
patrol repaort covering s special patrel te advise the
1le of the eastern half of Sudest Island about a Mining

aApplica’ . sae

T have nothing further to add to my 67-1-7
dated Stk May, 1970 o2 a similiar patrol of Mr, Gerard.

No Osmping Allowance olaia wes forwarded
ulml:mup.lmulmymununmquﬂi.m
of meps to acexn patrol s. I was under the

asion that of report forwarded to
Batriet 0ffice had be aceccmpanisé by a wmap. Bvideatly
in thie District this is net the cave., Your advice would be

appreciated.

R bl Xa
V.U Speldewinde
ioneI.

co, Offioe =in=-Charge
TAGUL..

ey -

Y —wp——



PATROL REP

Patrel Numker. TAGULA 2 69/70
Seb-District., NISIMA.
Diistrict. Kilne Say

Lecc) Government Council Ares, LOVISTIADE Local fGovernment Coumcil.

Patrol Zomducted by, P.A.Gerard, Patrol (fficer.

Area Yatrolled, Part Sud-Emst Island census divicion.

Personell accempanyinge petrol. Nil.
Duration of Paetrol. 29/4/70 te 2/5/70. 4 deys.
Dete ~ud Duration last D.D.4. Poetrol, March 1970, 5 days. (TaGCLA 1 68/70)

Obijects of Patrol. To infaorm peonlie of minin suthority apoliecation

by MINJUR WMIMES P/L, gemeral Adv(nistration.
Map Reference. Enclosed.

Villere Populatica Megister,
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fednesday 29th April 197C Departed 1aU per um.,v, 'TOLTPI' about 1000,

vigtted NIVOA missi tn obtain supplies eliver .nil, them proceeded to

e b1

LIDUSO, arriving ebout 1 wvernight , B S0.

Thursday S0th April 16 7C i scussion h RAALUSC villagers. Deporied

RAMBUSO abaut 0900, arrived EAST POINT about 1200, Mscussio with EAST pBOINT

villarers. Proceeded to 5y arriving about 1500, Uvernight and discussione

ith illacers

500 denarted REYE rrivine at JURY about 07T00.

rted abouti 0900, arriving st PANTAVA about

ded to MADAWA vhere overnichted.

‘geceede

m’«mm‘ B
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STTUATION

RTPONT,

- e

¥
Thés roport isg brief and u wcommrehensive due te . a¢ nature and
duration of the patrel. My very recent report on the 2wme aree in TAVULA
1 79/70 should be referred teo g alaso I intend on my return from a compul -
full eensu: patrel, te whi ch “

sorv medica? exwnination, to carry out a
) Y

a fuller and more comprehansive 3 tuation renort will al course be attached.

[ud--Eet Island £s in many different seunses o f the word, isolated.

In most rogards there are in fact nrobably few more isol ated areas in this

Territory. While Administration Contaet with the people has been of comsidercble

duration cortact has generally been onl desul Ltory and pat hy. A question
£ . . R Y 3

was raitsed in the House of Assembly not long ago as to wkether thig Island

3 . o olis a2 8 \ : A _ - -
(l"'(l two others 1in » zimilar gm.-\LL,unu were agdministered b this 'l‘errltor}'

at all, or whether ihey were renllv part of the Solomon IslundS.... The question

wus not entirely without justification.

TAGULA natrol

gtation, first a base comp, and now post, hes as

the resultanl abvemal 1gnorance and indifference

yet dome litile to hange

of these people.

YLe neople still don't know cuite what to make of the station.

Since T tock over in January only threc different villape committeenm mnember s
and one councillor have visited the ion uninvited., No Lecnl Couwt matters

ensesa have been heeard

have been brought to U station, althol S

on hi\bl‘ol y OT (!il; visits to vill es. This is Wi hovt doubt pari i due to

the positioni ng of is station far i he wmain population centres on Lhe
Island, but cnoth frotor seems to be an ntititu of '"You leave us alone an
we'll leave you alon Fe

\s vet ispert available to one nctod

AL

y the ti:

cyele (with ebout one mile ol Us ficabl -‘\:r‘\; plun on2 unseawor thy whale
boav. A combinntion of few small locel canoes am' 10 ork ( ! yurh there
ere few wallking track: this end of the Isl -wu?) a8 enable g faix it of
natroiling be done in the past by other officers, an thiec BWAGAOTA worl

o well og Mr., T. SEGAMATA's launch 'SIDONA' are spas—

boat, M.V. TOA IPI ,

modicnlly available § howeve reokk uatil a worlkboat is =ua ioned here, an
fards are supp]im? for the comstrmetion o f some ytor cyele traxl (I will
he latter herundes \, the nzefulness o he post must 1imite

disocuss

dhen _Ye transport situation 18 imnroved, freouent, casual Vvisits to tne

vil)lares would hecome nossible, and this is, I feel , the onl y that the

Adrd pi stration could make itself felt. Routine petrols are not enou

thev form “he ONLY means of contact wilh villege e 1e( In nost places,

of course, this is far from beinz the case.) Especioll #g Lhis i
area that has been for so lonr neglected,
- v

e A —— o ") WD - ] - ~——
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ECOYONIC

There is ample suitsble 1as on this is d for fairly extenasive
¢c““h croppini;e The main problev seems to he that traders are not ammatarally
unWilling to enll at & vitl : for one bag of copra. A system of roads would
enable concentration of produce, rnd I believe this would arouse the currently
weak enthusirnsm among both traders and loecal prople. The answer mey he a
Producers Co-operative. (A Trading co—operative, with trade stores, would
probably run into the same problems as those on MISTh i)

A full survey of this and other ecenomic prospects will be compiled

on the census patrol of this island.

S0CT AL .
Lot L

position to make any
further onpservations y last re I ain socia roblem scems to be

the universal practice of, and faith in, 'ry. The sorcerer is unusually

powerful in this erew, and he is respected fur more as a healer of desease

taemr 18 the medical orderly, although thig attitude may be craduelly chancing.
Y will do a feirly close survey of sorcery on this Island on my census patrol,
and wiil then be in a much better position to surrert measures to remedy the

wesent undesirable situation, if indeed it can be remedied, decen szeated

}

superstition 18 hard to meds fv at. the best of timrs.

=== Qe Q=== O~

APPEND1X — SUDEST ROAD SYSTEM

Al though in senge this is net strictly relevant to
recent correspondance on the sabject would seen to indieate that
of frequent end lengthy correspondance th subject from

the position i= still net clear,

using

I walked

were inte
Yestern Joi
patrol, wltl
211 for
precent
there n' ¢

an'i L ound
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p & APPENDIX 'B' MINT'G APILICK JN o

N7 :
@tmg, e armld ; : —— .
‘e application of MIIDUR MINES was exnlained $o the people,

i 'S‘ :
g Not unexpectedly, there wos 11t } i Lti tud *
; ’ o8 little change in attitude from the last such Y
§f applieation. The ttitude beins generally very favorable. Neither of the 5
h“ hames concerned pcant anything to aryone, buil mipers generslly are apper-ntiy f
g epproved. The EAST POINT people, who were in oposition to the 1ast anplication,
felt at 11rJt that hey were being magged to rive un their pogition, "nd were % ol
1 . . ' } ) :
half inclin2d vo do so s tashouch I expleained the situation ear2fully, and : 2
assurad them that the decisicn was p to them entirely, : ' 4 :
- £
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