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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
WASHINGTON 25, D.C.

April 28, 1954
My dear Mr. Secretary:

Late in 1939, the government of Portugal presented to the
State of California a statue of Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo,the Portu-
guese discoverer whose landing in San Diego Bay on September 28,
1542 ,marked the first contact of Europeans with the California coast.
‘ This statue now stands in Cabrillo National Monument at Polnt Loma,
L in San Diego County, California. The statue was the work of Alvaro
S de Bree,the distinguished Portuguese sculptor,and was intended to
: be exhibited at the San Francisco International Exposition in 1939.
However,1t was not completed in time for the celebration and 1t was
e necessary to display a copy of it there instead. Since September 15,
5 1942,the statue has been on display at Cabrillo National Monument,
where it 1s visited by aporoximately 750,000 peopleeach year.

Colonel Ed Fletcher,who served in the California State

Senate for twelve years and who,more than any other United States
citizen,has been responsible for the preservation and display of
this fine statue at Cabrillo National Monument in San Dliego,expects
to be in Lisbon on June 7 and 8,possibly with the sculptor Alvaro

de Bree. He will have with him resolutions of appreciation from the
City of San Diego,the County of San Diego,and the State of Callfornia
which he would like to present to President Lopez and Premler Sala-
zar of Portugal as evidence of the gratitude of the people of Calif-
grn%a :gd of the San Diego area for the donation of the statue of

ortugal. .

If Ambassador Guggenheim can arrange for Colonel and Mrs.
Fletcher to meet with President Lopez and Premler Salazar 1ln order
that Colonel Fletcher may present these resolutions of thanks and
appreciation, I believe that this short ceremony would do much to
cement the cordial feelings that the people of Califanig have for
Portugal, growing out of the fact that their coast was first dis-
covered by Cabrillo on September 28, 1942,

Sincerely yours,

(signed) DOUGLAS McKAY
Secretary of the Interior

b Hon, John Foster Dulles
7 Secretary of §tate
Washington 25, D. Ce.
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Lisbon, taking in Europe and the North Cape, including the Scandinavian
countries. Ve had a marvelous time Mrs. Fletcher and I, as well as our
daughter and ter. Enroute I received a ¢
of April 28, 1954 through Semator Knowland®s office, written to Honorable
John Foster Dulles, Secretary of State, and want you to know that I
appreciate that letter more than I can say.

I am enclosing copy of my letter to the children covering our
visit to Lishon, hoping you have time to read it.

At Stockholm, Swoden, I received a letter fram Senator Knowland®s
office under date of June 22, after our visit to Lisbon, an extract of
which follows and applies to my visit to Lishon: _

*The primary ose that I want to write to you is to tell you that I
received o @gﬂ:u the State Department late last week amlythclr pri-

purpose in calling was to informm us how pleased they were with the
meeting that you had with Premier Salamar. He indicated that the meeting
hed oome off very well which, of course, is something you would imow s
well alrveady. However, they were particularly interested in the after-
effect and the fine things which Promier Salazar hed to say about the
., the press made comment on the get-togother for
ng, and the general reaction among the Portuguese
of great pleasure toward the friendly d!sglay of good will
e of the State of California as expressed by Senator Fletcher.
would be pleased to know of the htomt}:;ml ‘hl?lica-
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and good will from the entire Nation, for which I am grateful.

EF:ls

Thanking you again for all your kindness and courtesy.

Sincorely yours,

ccs Conmrad L. Wirth

E. T. Scoyen
Donald Robinson, Cabrillo Momument

of friendship
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR
WASHINGTON

Marion Hotel
Salem, Oregon

August 5, 195)

Dear Mr. Fletcher:

Your letter of July 1l3th with enclosures
was sent to me from Vashington and I am delighted
to know of the cordial reception that was accorded
to you in Portugal.

The account of your visit is interesting
reading and I appreciate the opportunity to know
of the details of your visit and about the pre-
sentation that you made to Premier Salazar,

Such occasions certainly build toward inter-
national good will and I am sure that you
derived much satisfaction from the opportunity
to develop such a friendly contact with the
leaders and people of Portugal.

Thank you for your invitation to visit
you some time when I am in California, It would
be a pleasure to do so. Unfortunately, most all
of my trips are on such a rush basis with other
meetings pending elsewhere and I seldom have time
to linger and really enjoy a visit, I am making
a trip to Yosemite this coming week for an
inspection of park facilities and for some riding
in the High Sierras, but again I will be returning

to Oregon and not remaining in your state,

With best wishes, I am
Cordially yours,

Mr, Ed FletCher
1020 9th Avenue

- San Diego, 1, California
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