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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY J~;y 13, 1954 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

April 28, 1954 
Uy dear Mr. Secretary: 

Late in 1939, the government of Portuga1 presented to the 
State of California a statue of Juan Rodriguez Cabrillo,the Portu-
guese discoverer whose landing in San Diego Bay on September 28, 
1542,marked the first contact o:r Europeans with the California coast. 
This statue now stands ~ Cabrillo National Monument at Point Lama, 
in san Diego County, CaJ.ifornia. The statue was the work of Alvaro 
de Bree,the distinguished Portuguese sculptor,and was intended to 
be exhibited at the San Francisco International Exposition in 1939. 
However,it was not completed in time for the celebration and it vms 
necessary to display a copy o~ it there instead. Since September 15, 
1942,the statue has been on display at Cabrillo National Monument, 
where it is visited by approximately 750,000 paopleeach year. 

Colonel Ed Fletcher,who served in the California State 
Senate ror twelve years and who,more than any other United States 
citizen,has been responsible for the preservation and display of 
this fine statue at Cabril1o National MOnument in San Diego,expects 
to be in Lisbon on June 7 and a,possibly with the sculptor Alvaro 
de Bree. He will have with him resolutions of appreciation from the 
City of San Dieyj k the County of San Diego, and the State o:r California 
which he would e to prewent to President Lopez and Premier Sala-
zar or Portugal as evidence of the gratitude o:r the people or calif-
ornia and of the San Diego area for the donation of the statue or 
Portugal. 

If" Ambassador Guggenheim can arrange :f'or Colonel and Mrs. 
Fletcher to meet with President Lopez and Premier Salazar in order 
that Colonel Fletcher may present these resolutions of thanks and 
appreciation, I believe that this short ceremony would do much to 
cement the cordial feelings that the people of Califcm1a have :for 
Portugal, growing out of the fact that their coast was first dis-
covered by Cabrillo on September 28, 1942. 

Hon. John Foster Inlles 
Secretar.y of ~tate 
Washington 25/ D. c. 

Sincerely yours, 

(signed) DOUGLAS McKAY 
Secretary of the Interior 
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E. T. SooJen 
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THE SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

Dear 1Jr. Fletcher: 

Marion Hotel 
Salem Oregon 
A U8\1St 5' 19Sh 

Your letter of July 13th l'dtb enclosures 
lass ent to me from Y.ashington and I am delighted 
to know of the cordjal reception that--:; as accorded 
to you in Portugal. 

The account of your visit is interesting 
reading and I appreciate the opportunity to know or the details of your visit and about the pre-
sentation that you made to Premier Salazar. 
Such occasions certainly build tonard inter-
national good will and I am sure that you 
derived much satisfaction from the opportunity 
to develop such a r en~ contact ~th the 
leaders and people or Portugal. 

Thank you for your invitation to visit 
you some time lmen I am in California. It would 
be a pleasure to do so. Unfortunately, most all 
of my trips are· on such a rush basis l'dth other 
meetings pending else'rdtere and I seldom have time 
to linger and really enjoy a visit. I am making 
a trip to Yosemite this coming week for an 
inspection of park. facilities and for some riding 
in the High Sierras, but again I will be returning 
to Oregon and not remaining in your state. 

With best wishes, I am 

JJr. Ed Fletcher 
1020 9th Avenue 

· San Diego, 11 California 

Cordially yours, ' 
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