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Si de I 

1-7 
8- 29 
30-48 
49-366 

367 - 399 
400-541 
542- 749 
750 - 870 
871- 895 
896 - 959 
960-1 ,015 
1 , 016 - 1,112 
1 , 113- 1,154 
1,156- 1 , 177 
1 , 178-1, 1 92 
1 ,192 - 1,208 
1 , 209- 1 , 254 
1 , 255-1, 31 6 
1 , 317-end 

Side II 

1- 9 
10-24 
25-32 
33- 46 
47-1 06 
107 - 131 
132-166 
1 67-185 
1 86-224 
225-end 

Paul Blackburn Tape Collection OM '3Ff 

Paul Bl ackburn readi ng at St. Marks , 
March 1 9 , 1969 

i n t r oduct ion by Anne Waldman. 
intr oduction by Sam Abrams 
Blackburn ' s own introduction. 
Blackburn reads from his book, In, On, 
or About the Premises. 
Pop Song Market 
November Journal /Fire: 
December Journal 
November , 1 968 Journal 
The Game 
Birds/Amsterdam 
Gin 
Paris - Toulouse Train 
Musee des Augustins : Toulouse 
The Probability 
Va l encia : Winter 
As It Ends 
Ritual s Preparatory to the Voyage 
The Ti ssues 
Peei ng All Over the Peninsula 

Bl ackburn reading cont inued . 

My Sai nted 
To Reduce the Balance of Payments 
Jazz and/or Poetry 
intro/talk by Blackburn 
This is the Way the World Begins 
Mary Jane 
The Touch 
Halfway Down the Coast 
The Net of Place 
b l ank. 

• 



AN INDEX TO THE PAUL BLACKBURN TAPE COLLECTION 

The Paul Blackburn Tape Collection repre
sents one of the great resources to modern 
literary history. The poet, Paul Blackburn 
(1926-1971) was, in addition to his talents as 
poet, translator and editor, a great supporter 
of an ongoing oral tradition in poetry. He 
organized and attended poetry readings in New 
York City during the fifties and sixties at 
St. Marks, Le Metro, Deux Megots, Max's Kansas 
City and other bars and clubs. He organized 
his own poetry radio show, "Contemporary Poetry" 
on WBAI in New York. And he collected tapes 
from his friends and from these readings through
out his life, maintaining what is now recognized 
as one of the largest oral history collections 
in the country. 

At his death in 1971, UCSD purchased Paul 
Blackburn's entire Archive, including poetry 
manuscripts, notebooks, letters and his tape 
collection. Paul Dressman and I have spent 
the past year listening to all of his tapes, 
annotating which poets read and which poems 
are read. We found that there are a wide 
variety of tapes which fit, more or less, into 
six categories: 1) whole tapes of Paul Blackburn 
reading in public and in private; 2) tapes of 
group readings or lectures in public; 3) record
ings of conversations among Blackburn and his 
friends; 4) recordings made from the radio and 
television (such significant events as the first 
Sputnik orbit, the first Moon landing, presiden
tial inaugural speeches, etc.); 5) taped "letters" 
from friends living in various parts of the world; 
6) miscellaneous music and sounds. This latter 
category is interesting if only for locating the 
particular city ambiance in which Blackburn lived 
(and wrote poems) day-to-day. 

Michael Davidson 
June 23, 1975 
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