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Andrew Sullivan 
Crusading For 
The Brass Ring '

dea l o f criticism  in  the process a n d  have 
risked the w rath o f som e editors a n d  
publishers. ...how ever [sam e-sex m ar
riage} flie s  in  th e  fa c e  o f cu ltu ra l a n d  
tr a d itio n a l fa m ily  life  a s w e h a ve  
know n it fo r  centim es. A n d  th a t\w h ere  
I  m ust u ra u  the Itne Sorry 
—Ann Landers

By Tony Zam pella 
For Update

Dear Ann Landers: - ‘

.. la s t year l  m arried  the w om dn  o f. 
m y d re d m s .f O ur m arriage\ b lessedhy  
: a ", m inister}.. is  n o t leg a l: m th e  United-. 
States r~~: y o u  see A n n  i  a m  a lso  a  \ 
w om an.
■ M y w ife  a n d  I  a re  hardw orking  pro 

fessio n a ls w ho p a y  o u r  ta xes a rid  vote 
regularlyi H o w e v e r.w e  a re  n o t. Re
co rd ed  a ll th e  c iv il righ ts th a t m ost 
A m ericans as
su m e  to  he 
th e ir: p r iv ir .
j j l l l j  ¡¡f||
. . We are. n o t 
seek in g  “sp e
c ia l r ig h ts . w 
W e  : s im p ly  
w a n t the sam e  
f ig h ts  e v e ry  
o th e r A m e r i
c a n . c o u p le  
h a s,,. A su p p o rtive  w o rd  fro m  y o u  
w ould  g ive us broader acceptance a n d  
m ight possib ly help u s w ith  a  fe w  l&gis- 
lators: H ow  a b o u t it A nn?
—A. Loving Wife. ,

SAN DIBGO —  Andrew Sulln an au- 
ihoi o f  Vtrtuall} AO nnal A n  A rgum ent 
ÀboüPH pm osexualiiyi has three words, 
for A nn  Ian d e is  “separate hut equal ’ 

"It’s jim  Crowe all 
over again: you can 
have the w ater but at 
a different fountain; 
you can ride the bus 
but a different place 
in it. ft w asn’t accept
able then; it isn’t ac
ceptable now .”

■ Sullivans new est 
a d d itio n  —  S am e- 
S ex  M arriage: p ro  

- is perhaps the  con
tribution to the same-sex marriage dis- j 
course, ft includes ¿ommentary,for and 
against sam e-sex marriage; from Will
iam B ennett:to  .William.Saffire, Ann 
Landers to Camille Paglia;and Plato: to 
the National Conferences o f  Bishops, 
to nam e a few. - |

Sullivan appeared  in  Sari D iego at 
three events last Friday, to discuss this 
n ew  b o o k : a  re a d in g  at I'CSD a 
fundi after for Victory Fund, and  at a ; 
book-signing at Obelisk Books.

Sullivan's Challenge
; A  less confident d r secure theorist 
might publish only those com m entar
ies w hich com plim ent o r enhance their 
argument. Sullivan— a graduate of Ox- 

See  SULLIVAN, Page A d  I

"It's Jim Crowe all over 
again: you can have the 
water but at a different 
fountain; you can ride the 
bus but a different place 
in it. It wasn't acceptable 
then; it isn't acceptable 
now." — Andrew Sullivan

Dear Loving Wife:
7 believe sa m e-fex  couples sh o u ld  he 

e n title d  to  legal righ ts th a t m a rried  
couples enjoy... I  also believe tha t sam e- 
sex  couples sh ou ld  he fr e e  fro m  d is- 
crim m a iio h ., in. housing  and em ploy-: 
m ent a n d  sh o u ld  have the right to le
g a l p ro tec tio n s a g a in st harassm en t. 
B ut m y friend,* th a t is as fa r  a s I  w an t 
to  go  1 d e fin e  m arriage as a  u n u w  
between, a  m a n  d tid  a  w om an: s r ' \

i I  w ou ld  Uke to  rem in d  y o u  th a t J\ 
have been supportive o f  y o u r  m ovem ent 
f i r  m a n y yean*, have untbstood a  groat;

Leslie Pirritano and Chris Pedraza, both of San Diego, w ere recently united in 
Holy Union at Balboa Park. Approximately 50 family m em bers attended the cer
emony. A reception was held at Club Bombay, immediately following. The couple 
is making their new  hom e in San Jose, Ca.

P hoto—  Stan  Law rence

Here Comes The Brides

Cross-Dressing Killer On His 
Way Back To Prison

By Neal Putnam
For Update

SAN DIEGO —  David Anderson is 
on his way back to prison after the con
victed killer o f a Gay man pleaded guilty 
Thursday to three robberies, requested 
immediate sentencing, and got 91-years- 
to-life.

Since Anderson, 36, was a third strike 
defendant due to his 1981 m urder and 
robbery convictions, his sentence for 
three hold-ups last w eek was tripled last 
Thursday by San Diego Municipal Court 
Judge Alvin Green, Jr.

The 91-year, eight m onth term was 
ordered to run consecutively to the 22- 
years-to-life Anderson was already serv
ing w hen  he escaped April 10 from the 
AIDS unit at Vacaville State Prison. He 
was arrested May 3 after 23 days as a 
fugitive. His current cases here w ere re
solved just six days after his arrest.

“He needs to get back to prison to 
get his AIDS m edications,” said D eputy 
District Attorney Jeff Dusek.

“He w anted to go back to prison. He 
has som e health problem s,” said his at
torney, H odge Crabtree.

“H e’ll probably get a lot better m edi
cal treatm ent there than at county jail.”

“He w anted one last fling and  he got 
it,” said Crabtree about A nderson’s es
cape.

Anderson, w ho is Gay and  has been  
in custody since 1980, is believed to have 
been  infected w ith HIV while in prison. 
He looked thin, tired, and was unshaven 
in court. His two court appearances w ere 
u n d er heavy security. He w as h an d 
cuffed to his chair while pleading guilty.

“He m ade a decision not to go out in

a blaze of glory. He surrendered very 
q u ie tly ,” sa id  C rab tree , re fe rring  to 
A nderson’s arrest m inutes after stealing 
$1,000 from  R udford’s R estaurant in 
North Park. He w as carrying a sawed- 
off shotgun and  held up  Opti-W orldEx- 
press in Hillcrest days earlier.

His attorney said A nderson “was a 
very, very pleasant person to deal w ith.” 
Crabtree said Anderson thought it w ould 
b e  a w aste of time to fight local charges. 
Crabtree said since A nderson m ade it 
c lear he w an ted  to p lead  guilty, he 
agreed to help  him do  that.

“H e’s articulate. He really knows what 
is go ing  on. A nderson  seem ed  very 
bright,” said Crabtree.

Why A nderson returned to Hillcrest 
17 y e a rs  a f te r  p ic k in g  u p  Ja m e s  
“Jerem iah” Willis, 21, in Balboa Park and 
th en  killing him is not know n. He was a 
crossdresser on occasion and  police said 
h e  w a s  w e a r in g  m a k e -u p  a t th e  
Rudford’s hold-up. Perhaps he w anted 
to see the area for the last time, know 
ing he w ould  not be paroled  anyway 
and w ould  die in prison. He had a record 
of disciplinary problem s at Vacaville.

“I know  I’ll eventually be caught,” 
Anderson w rote prison officials while on 
the loose, “No puzzle there. But for now, 
I’ve laughed and  sm iled so m uch.”

San Diego Police posted notices about 
A nderson’s escape at the Gay Center for 
Social Services following the Opti-W orld. 
hold-up, as the red-haired robber bore 
a resem blence to Anderson. The em 
ployee saw  a bandage under his eye. 
A nderson has tw o tiny tear drop tattoos 
under one eye and  criminals w ith vis-

See C R O SS-DRESSER, Page A -12
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KILLER
C o ntinued  From Page A - l

Many w ho  knew  Cunanan say one 
o f his closest friends w as Jeffrey Trail, 
w ho  y/as a lieutenant in the Navy and  
stationed in Coronado. It w as in San 
Diego the tw o becam e close. C unanan 
w ould  often “set-up” dates for Trail w ith 
m en he thought Trail w ou ld  find attrac
tive. Cunanan and Trail even volunteered 
together for the now -defunct Project Life
guard, a program  that taught safer-sex 
classes to Gay men.

However, w hen  Trail left the Navy, 
he m oved to Sacram ento, w here he be
gan training as a California Highway Pa
tro lm an. After co m p le tin g  on ly  tw o 
m onths of the training, Trail m ade a bi
zarre career move, leaving California and 
m oving to M inneapolis to sell propane.

W hile C unanan and  Trail w ere  close 
friends, C unanan and  M adson, 33, used 
to be lovers.

M adson m et Cunanan w hile the tw o 
w ere on a trip to San Francisco. At the 
time Madson, an  architect, w as m aking 
p lans for a national AIDS m em orial. 
During M adson and  C unanan’s relation
ship, Cunanan in troduced him to Lin
coln Aston, a w ealthy architect in San 
Diego.

In 1995, Aston w as beaten  to death 
by a m an nam ed Kevin Lyle Bond. Aston 
took Bond and a prostitute nam ed Adam 
hom e from The Caliph, a popu lar Gay 
bar in Hillcrest. O nce in A ston’s hom e, 
Bond killed Aston.

W hile M adson and Trail have been  
positively linked together, som e mystery 
rem ained surrounding a connection  be
tw een C unanan and  w ho  police say is 
his third victim, millionaire Chicago d e
veloper Lee Miglin.

W hile M iglin’s fam ily v ehem en tly  
d e n ie s  a n y  c o n n e c t io n  b e tw e e n  
Cunanan and  Miglin, a connection has 
been  m ade in San Diego.

Bruce Kerschner, ow ner o f Obelisk, 
T h e  B o o k s to re ,  w a s  a f r ie n d  o f  
C unanan’s and  w as quoted  by a M inne
a p o lis  d a ily  n e w s p a p e r  as sa y in g  
C u n a n a n  a n d  D u k e  M ig lin , th e  
developer’s son, w ere close friends. Al
though quoted  by the M idwest paper, 
Kerschner has since denied  m aking the 
connection.

There has yet to be any established 
connection betw een Cunanan and (w ho 
police say) is his fourth victim, cem etery 
caretaker William Reese. Reese’s body 
was discovered in the basem ent of the 
historic cem etery’s m ain building by his 
wife, w ho  found her husband  w hen  he 
w as late getting hom e for dinner.

Fam ily Ties
W ho Andrew Cunanan is, or was, also 

rem ains a mystery. To different friends 
he w ould  tell different stories. To most 
C unanan was Andrew DeSilva, a man 
w hose parents w ere wealthy enough to 
support him.

In truth, his father, M odesto Cunanan 
fled the United States for the Philippines 
nine years ago after embezzling $106,000 
and  leaving his family destitute, with 
only $3,000 from the sale of their family 
hom e in Rancho Bernardo.

M odesto Cunanan had  served in the 
Navy from 1953 to 1972 and then began 
w orking as a stockbroker. In 1988 a 
w arrant was issued for his arrest and, 
according to his wife, Maryann Cunanan, 
M odesto “left the country because he 
w as a fugitive from justice.”

According to published reports, it was 
unclear w hether authorities w ere able 
to locate M odesto Cunanan overseas or 
tried to pursue him. According to court 
records, Andrew w ent to live w ith his 
father in 1988 but returned to the United 
States a m onth later because o f “squalid 
conditions.”

In a 1996 court docum ent, Maryann 
Cunanan said her only incom e w as the 
$200 a m onth she got from babysitting.

The last person to hear from Modesto 
Cunanan was Andrew, w ho  received a 
letter from him in 1994. Andrew had 
since been  supporting himself by dat
ing and  living with rich, older Gay men.

In  p u b l is h e d  r e p o r ts  M ary an n  
Cunanan classified her son as a “high 
class hom osexual prostitute.”
A  Cham eleon

C unanan  su rrounded  him self w ith 
expensive dinners and parties, for which 
he w ould  pick u p  the tab w ith cash or 
credit cards provided him by his bene
fac to rs, o n e  o f  w h o m  seem s to  b e  
Norm an Blachford, a La Jolla resident 
w ith w hom  Cunanan lived and  was inti
m ate for a  time.

Blachford purchased the hom e he and 
C unanan lived in from Lincoln Aston 
prior to Aston’s murder.

Both Blachford and  Cunanan w ere 
m em bers of Gama Mu, a private inter
national social club o f som e 650 mem 
bers, m ost o f w hom  are wealthy Gay 
men.

Cunanan often took his cue from his 
friends w h en  describ ing  h im self To 
som e he was a businessm an w ho m anu
factured sound-abatem ent materials for 
m ovie studios. Blachford’s form er com 
p a n y  m a d e  s u c h  m a te r ia ls  fo r  
autom akers.

To others, Cunanan said he was an 
aspiring actor, w ho landed bit roles in

ery fine florals.
j  E x c e  p t io  n  a 1 D ( 's ig n s

finally...

movies and  commercials. D uke Miglin, 
the slain Lee Miglin’s son, is an  actor 
w ho has a small role in the upcom ing 
Harrison Ford film A ir  Force One.

To still others, Cunanan was thé well- 
spoken representative of a w ealthy busi
nessm an w ho belonged to an  interna
tional social organization for Gay men.
Runn ing Scared

W hile C unanan’s identity rem ains a 
mystery, so do his w hereabouts, w hich 
has som e friends and  acquain tances 
w orried and scattering like flies.

Blachford, for exam ple, is believed 
to now  be in Europe, w ith longtim e 
friend Peter Cooper. C ooper was for
merly em ployed by Project Lifeguard. It’s 
believed C ooper convinced Cunanan to 
volunteer with the organization. Prior to 
working at the AIDS prevention organi
zation, C ooper was a real estate agent, 
w hich is how  he becam e acquainted  
with Aston and  Blachford.

Cunartan’s San Diego room m ate, Eric 
Greenm an, w ho is a waiter at Mixx, one 
o f the restaurants Cunanan was know n 
to frequent, has disappeared. Friends of 
G reenm an will only say “H e’s gone into 
hiding.” While G reenm an has family in 
Seattle, no news agencies have been able 
to contact him. It’s believed G reenm an 
is in Oregon.

“If he do esn ’t w ant to be found,” one 
fellow w aiter said, “he w o n ’t b e .”

Som e friends o f C u n a n a n ’s have 
asked police if they could leave the area. 
Some others have set up check-in circles, 
to call each o ther regularly. Some have 
been advised to leave the area and som e 
others are staying with friends, not w ant
ing to be hom e, fearing Cunanan may 
try to contact them.

The M edia Hype
As San D ie g o ’s G ay co m m u n ity

buzzed w ith the new s all w eek, report
ers from across the country descended  
upon  Hillcrest, flooding U pdatés offices 
w ith phone calls, television cam eras and 
o th er n ew sp ap er reporters, including 
Tim e Magazine.

Tabloid television crews also covered 
the story, including “Inside Edition.”

As m ore and  m ore reporters flooded 
the area, few er and  few er people  w ere 
willing to talk. Although m any-people 
knew  A ndrew  DeSilva, few  people, it 
seem ed, knew  A ndrew  Cunanan, a fact 
Cunanan him self alluded to recently.
Foreshadow ?

At his going aw ay dinner, party at 
California Cuisine, C unanan reportedly 
said “This is a very bittersw eet time for 
m e.” The w aiter w ho served the meal 
said C unanan w as excited to em bark on 
his new  life bu t w ould  be sad to leave 
his friends behind. “T hen ,” the waiter 
con tinued , “he leaned  back, pu t his 
hands b ehind  his h ead  and said, ‘Every
one has their ow n version of w hat they 
think I am.

“‘N obody really know s the truth.’”

Briefs
Tijuana P r id e

Advertisers are currently being sought 
for the'official 1997 souvenir program  
fo r the third annual Tijuana Pride Pa
rade w hich will take place on June  14.

Featuring honored  individuals, places 
o f interest, m aps and  w eekend  high
lights, the souvenir program  deadline is 
June  4 and  proves that in business there 
are no international borders.

For inform ation on  advertising, call 
(Oi l)  52 66 80-99-63 or w rite to G rupo 
Y Q ue, P.O. Box 1091, San Diego, Ca. 
92112 .

We're going to be the 
same new store we've 

always been, and more.

The word "Jamba" means to “celebrate.” 
So please help us celebrate our new 
name, our new look, and the great 

smoothies you've always enjoyed here.

smoothies • fresh juices • healthy snacks

510 R O B IN S O N  A V E N U E  • 683-2582 • H ILLCREST
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SULLIVAN
C ontinued  From. Page A -9

ford University, possessing a H arvard 
Ph.D. in political science —  is either real 
naive or justifiably confident; he spot
lights the opposition  in his book!

But isn’t confidence w hat you have 
before you understand  your challenge?

For Sullivan, the ultim ate challenge 
—  his brass ring— is marriage. Not Gay 
marriage bu t marriage for Gays and Les
bians —  the sam e institutions w ith the 
sam e privileges. He exudes the sam e 
confidence today as possessed in 1989 
w hen, as associated editor at the New  
Republic, he galvanized this issue by 
publishing the landm ark cover-story that 
m ade a conservative case for sam e-sex 
marriage.

In 1991, at age 28, Sullivan assum ed 
the editorship of the national m agazine 
as its youngest editor and the first openly 
Gay editor of a national m agazine. As a 
national spokesperson  on  this issue, he 
has testified before Congress in 1996, 
and appeared  on  num erous television 
shows, including Crossfire, Face the N a
tion, M eet the Press, C harlie Rose and

N ightline.
Sullivan resigned as editor o f the New  

R epublic last year to deal w ith his ow n 
HIV status and  to “devote myself to a 
m ore active engagem ent of the marriage 
issue. I couldn’t do that while I w as ed
iting a general interest magazine; there 
w eren ’t enough hours in the day!” 

Sullivan’s argum ent is a moral impera
tive: “Marriage is the central issue w ith 
regards to  homosexuality.

“W hat is the most relevant and pow er
ful, legal and political institution with 
regard to the em otional and  sexual at
traction of one person to another of the 
sam e gender? There’s no  com petitor to 
marriage. Even if this [issue] is a disas
ter, w e should still support it.”

And to those w ho  say wait, Sullivan 
quickly rem inds us that that book has 
already been  written, titled: W hy we can  
n o t w a it by Martin Luther King Jr.

“Some peop le  have constructed an 
argum ent —  and I include them  in the 
book  —  that this is morally w rong and 
not a denial o f civil rights.

“And then there are those w ho sim
ply say that they are uncom fortable and 
‘I can’t deal w ith it bu t I d o n ’t w ant to

be hostile.’”
Stillivan includes Landers in this lat

ter category; however, he concedes that 
even some older Gays and Lesbians have 
grow n to believe that “marriage Is not 
theirs to have.”

But he points w ith pride to recent 
studies, indicating support for same-sex 
marriage at around 70 to 75 percent for 
college students —  the next generation 
of Americans.

Sullivan admits that in 1989 w hen  he 
first addressed this issue, it w as lonely 
and  he never believed that it w ould  
move so far, so fast: “No one could have 
predicted the 1993 decision in Hawaii; 
that in 1997, w e w ould be contem plat
ing legal marriage rights in America for 
tw o m en or tw o w om en.”
Thanks to Ralph Reed

And w ho  does Sullivan credit w ith 
aiding our community most: Ralph Reed, 
form er executive director o f the Chris
tian Coalition. He says that Gays and 
Lesbians are the beneficiaries o f the dis
course on sam e-sex marriage as a result 
of Reed introducing DoMA last year:

“It w as p h enom enal. W e co u ld n ’t

have d o p e  that'w ithout the help of the 
Religious Right. They played right into 
our hands.”

H e concludes that ENDA received 
m ore votes in the GOP-led Senate than 
ever before; that Hawaii just passed an 
extensive benefits package as a com pro
mise to this issue; that w e now  have a 
national conversation about Gays and 
Lesbians in loving relationships; and, that 
have w e now  have an equal voice in 
legitimizing this national debate.

Furtherm ore, Sullivan points out that 
every tim e sam e-sex m arriage is dis
cussed, it m oves forward. He further 
conc ludes tha t until this issue cam e 
along, the “Gay rights m ovem ent was 
adrift,” vacillating from battle to battle, 
attem pting to either secure rights or fend 
off attacks.

“W hat I have been  trying to do ... is 
say: ‘No! —  get a com pass; here’s the 
North Star. You can try o ther things but 
yo u ’ve got to have a destination and 
yo u ’ve got to understand  w hy that is 
your destination and  set sail.’”

Sullivan is fully com m itted to his des
tination: resolution of the same-sex mar
riage issue.

“It is clear that ¿/we w ant it, a future 
of far greater possibilities exists for ev
ery Gay and  Lesbian kid in the country 
—  a choice to be m arried o r unmarried. 
W e’re fighting for the choice —  som e 
people  say ‘they reject m arriage.’

“W ell,” Sullivan em phatically asserts, 
“you can not reject som ething that has 
never been  offered you .”

Sullivan has toured the country dur
ing the last month, engaging America in 

This incredible debate , w hich  he d e 
scribes as a crusade: “This is not just a 
book, it’s a m ovem ent. It’s not just a 
book  tour, it’s a political tour! A change 
of historic proportion  is occurring right 
now  and I feel privileged to be a part of 
it.”

Andrew Sullivan returns to W ashing
ton D. C. w here he lives and is writing 
his next book  on  friendship.

American Indian 
Culture Days 
Returns To SD

SAN DIEGO —  The Indian Hum an 
Resource Center, in conjunction with the 
City of San Diego Special Prom otions 
Program, invites the public to attend the 
San Diego American Indian Cultural Arts 
Days (AICD) on  Saturday and Sunday 
May 17 to 18 from 10:00 a.m. to dusk  
on  both  days in Balboa Park at the cor
ner of Park and  Presidents Way.

A highlight o f the w eekend  will be 
the Intertribal Dancers o f Los Angeles 
County.

A group of 15, this group has all over 
the country and  will perform a Pueblo 
Eagle Dance, an Apache Crown Dance 
Suite and a segm ent dedicated to Plains 
Indian culture which will include a com
petitive Lance & Shield Dance, “Fancy 
Dances,” Southern Plains om en’s Dance, 
Traditional Intertribal Dancers, War Dance 
and Friendship Round Dances with audi
ence participation.

AICD also offers over 50 varied artisan 
booths featuring high quality America In
d ia n  je w e lry , p o tte ry , p a in tin g s , 
beadw ork, books, Kachina dolls, sand 
paintings, sculpture and  many other arts 
and crafts from American Indian nations 
from throughout the U.S., Canada and the 
Americas as well as several food booths 
featuring the best in American Indian food: 
frybread, Indian tacos, tamales, green chile 
stew  and more. |
‘ ^  Admission is free and  open  to the 
public. For m ore information, dill (619) 
281-5964.

&  / .  r  ☆

Well Jcokif t e l  ^
T heft1* /1 W o n
out toni0hf f

Where’s the love? 
Where’s the romance?

Everything to stimulate your love life. F-Street is San Diego’s premiere location for 
adult merchandise, from video’s, lotions, lingerie and more. Stop in... tonight.

It’s at
F
S treet

Open up your mind.
•  Pacific Beach 4626 Albuquerque St. •  San Ysidro 4650 Border Village Dr. •  Sports Arena 3112 Midway Dr. 

•  Gasiamp 4th & F. •  Kearny Mesa 7865 Balboa •  Chula Vista 3rd Ave. •  M ira Mesa 7998 Miramar Rd.
•  North Park  2002 University Ave. •  Escondido 237 E. Grand •  El Cajon 158 E. Main
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S a n  D ie g o  P a p a r e s  F o r  P ride , J u ly  25-27
SAN DIEGO —  The or

ganizers of San D iego's Les
bian and Gay Pride recently 
released the first details o f 
this year’s Pride events, a 
w eek en d  ex p ec ted  to  be  
their biggest yet.

In  k e e p in g  w ith  th is  
year's official Pride them e, 
“Share the Vision: Equality 
T h ro u g h  V is ib ility ,” th e  
w eekend  will begin with a 
unifying “Spirit o f Stonewall 
Rally” to b e  held from  8:00 
to 10:00 p.m  on Friday, July 
25 outside the Lesbian an d  
G ay M en 's C e n te r  (3916 
Normal St.) Internationally- 
acelaim ed comic Elvira Kurt 
will em cee the event, which 
w ill s h o w c a s e  s p e a k e rs  
from  p ro m in en t Gay a n d  
Lesbian organizations such 
as the National Gay and Les
b ia n  T a s k  F o rc e  a n d  
Lambda Legal Defense and 
Education Fund

The Pude Paiade th iough 
Hillcrest will take place the 
following day and  kicks off at 
University and Normal St. Ac
cording to Pride’s new  execu
tive director, M andy Schultz, 
dozens o f  parade applications 
have already been  received 
fora line-upthat includes over 
200 con tingents and  floats 
N ewcom ers to the parade in
c lu d e  the  Federal A viators 
A ssociation an d  a First-time 
con tem porary  jazz float by 
national recording artist Rob 
Shinn

T he tw o-day festival will 
have an  expanded CyberSpot, 
w hich will give everyone the 
opportunity  to “surf the net" 
with extra telephone lines and 
com puter m onitors provided 
by Pacific Bell and the Rain
bow  M ali A tow ering main j 
stage will serve as the venue 
fo r  e n te r ta in m e n t ,  w h ile  
dance  floors, exhibitors and

vendors add to the carnival 
atm osphere.

Also, Pride’s new  official 
party promoter, Powerhouse 
Productions is offering three 
different harbor cruises on  the 
evening of July 25. A “Circuit 
Daze” dance party at tile Cruise 
Ship Terminal is planned at 
10:00 p.m. to sunrise on July 
26. O n July 27, a “Zoo Party" 
will lx; held from 4:00 to 11:00 
p .m . in th e  Z oofari a n d  
Raintree Grove areas

“1 have 100 percent confi
dence in Powerhouse for pro
ducing  first-rate, organized  
e v e n ts ,” says Shultz , w h o  
m ain ta in s  that u n lik e  las t 
year’s parties arranged by a 
different prom oter, “tickets 
w on’t be oveisold .”

For m ore inform ation o r 
volunteer opportunities, call 
the Pride office at (619) 297- 
7683  o r  v ia  e -m a il a t  
SDPride@msn.com

PUBLIC SEX
C ontinued  From Page A - l

MaCarthy. “The whole issue was 
discussed at that point in time 
and the community ’s desire was 
to enforce 647As.” This meeting 
took place on February 28,1997.

“T h a t’s w h a t I to ld  Mr 
Kerman,” said Dawson.

Kerman’s telephone calls to 
community members provoked 
Karen Marshall, executive direc
tor of the Lesbian and Gay Men’s 
Community Center, and Gay ac
tivist Tony Valenzuela to call the 
City Attorney’s office.

Marshall told Update she had 
called the City Attorney’s office 
to express her disapproval of the 
policy.

Valenzuela is working on this 
same issue for Gay a n d  Lesbian 
Times. He says his piece is a six- 
part series on policing public sex. 
Valenzuela initially agreed to be 
interviewed for this story, but 
changed his mind after a con- , 
versation with his editor.

In an  effort to initiate dia-

logue, the City Attorney’s office 
contacted Update to discuss a 
meeting o f community leaders.

That meeting will take place 
next w eek. Casey Gwinn, the 
San Diego City Attorney, will be 
present.

For his part, Kerm an con
tacted Update as this issue was 
going to press to clarify his posi
tion. He said he had recently spo
ken to Dawson, w ho said she 
felt as if she was being m ade to 
look an oger.

Kerman said hedías “w orked 
very closely with [Joan Dawson] 
on this and I probably have a 
better understanding of her than 
anyone else. She is very willing 
to listen.”

B riefs-//*
AIDS R id e  C ar W ash

AIDS Ride Bicyclists Karl Kline 
and Billy Lucas are sponsoring a 
car was this Saturday, May 17 at 
the lot adjacent to Rich’s begin
ning at 10:00 a.m. Proceeds ben
efit the California AIDS Ride 2 
Which starts on June 1.

CROSS-
DRESSER

C ontinued  From Page A -9

ible tattoos often place band- 
aids over them  to deter identi
fication.
; D espite th e  loqg sen tence 

Anderson now  has; .-he may be 
prosecuted in Los Angeles for 
eight robberies as w ell as a kid
napping o f a n ew spaper carrier 
w hose truck he took after he 
left him tied up  in a San Fran
cisco motel room.

“T here are o th e r coun ties 
w ho w ant him. It’s alm ost like 
getting b lood  out o f a  turnip. 
It’s alm ost nonsensical to. beat 
a dead  horse,” said.Crabtree,:

A nderson w as only 19 years 
old w hen he and his wife, Linda 
A nderson, then  24, w e re  a r
rested  in July, 1980, for the  
m urder of Willis, 21, o f Hillcrest, 
w ho w as beaten  to death  w ith 
a m etal p ip e  in an  El Cajon 
m o te l ro o m . A fter m e e tin g  
David Anderson in Balboa Park, 
Willis agreed to go w ith him 
thereafter introducing him  to a 
fr ie n d  w h o  la te r  id e n tif ie d  
David A nderson as the last per
son seen  with him.

Linda A nderson hid inside a 
closet intending to steal Willis' 
wallet w hile her husband  had  
sex w ith the man, as the couple 
had done before. Willis caught 
on and  the couple killed him 
during a violent struggle.

A jury deadlocked 11-1 for 
first-degree m urder, so  David 
A n d erso n  p le a d e d  gu ilty  in 
1981 to second-degree m urder, 
conspiracy, robbery  o f a 67- 
year-old man, and  stealing a car 
from a teacher w ho  left his keys 
in h is sh o e  a t a n  o rg y  th e  
Andersons attended.

Ironically, Linda A nderson, 
now  40 and  still in prison, was 
convicted o f first-degree m ur
der in a separate trial and  w as 
sentenced to three years m ore 
than David.

She had w ritten a detailed 
confession to police, som ething 
David did not do.

Open

24
Hours

Sophisticated
G ifts &  Videos

Lowest Prices Guaranteed!

3489 Kurtz St. (behind Sports Arena) • 224-7002

O ’Neal, Habib & Williams
110 W est ‘C’ Street, Suite 1300,

San D iego, CA 92101

(619) 645-5245
SPECIALIZING in the legal needs of those who 

have been injured in an accident, Bryan is 
committed to giving you the special attention 
and personalized representation you deserve.

Bryan L. Garrity, JD

is pleased to announce 
his new association
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Leventhal’s  Vetoes Motivated By ‘Special Interests
Editor:

The ideal of the Associated 
Student (A.S.) president is that he 
serves as the chief executive officer 
of the undergraduate population. 
He listens and respects student 
opinions and acts upon their inter
ests. But, most of all, he represents 
the interest of students to the cam
pus, state and nation.

This year’s new A.S. president, 
Joe Leventhal, however, has ripped 
these ideals into bits and pieces. With 
a mere 48 percent (1,384 students) 
electing him to his post, Leventhal 
has already displayed immense disre
spect for democracy and complete 
hypocrisy during his first few weeks 
of budget proceedings.

In the past three weeks, the A.S. 
Finance Committee has deliberated 
for over 24 hours on Leventhal’s 
Executive Budget proposal, and 
throughout these deliberations, the 
committee amended his budget to 
become more representative of stu
dent interests, not special interests.

The committee amended the bud
get to support the Academic Success 
Program (A.S.P.). This program was 
on the A.S. election ballot and 
received 69 percent (1,852 students) 
approval., but lacked in voter turnout. 
In addition, over 2,300 students 
signed a petition in support of plac
ing ASP on the ballot.

The committee realized that 
with a sound proposal and the over
whelming student assessment and 
support, Leventhal and the A.S, 
Council should support A.S.P. Even 
when this issue was brought to A.S. 
Council for final approval, over 60 
percent of council moved to pass

A.S.P.
With the hours of deliberations, 

Leventhal should have respected 
the democratic votes taken by the 
student body (69 percent), the A.S. 
Finance Committee (63 percent) 
and the A.S. Council (62 percent). 
But because A.S.P. is not in his per
sonal agenda, Leventhal vetoed it.

Leventhal claimed that there was 
insufficient information, no account
ability, no track record and too much 
money to allocate for one service. 
He stealthily forgets to mention his 
own special interests in his executive 
budget Leventhal proposed creating 
a marketing director with a student 
staff and supplies — budgeting a 
total of over $60,000! Basically, the 
director would oversee and coordi
nate the publicity of the A.S. Council 
by making A.S. more known around 
campus and the community.

Little information was distributed 
and no accountability was estab
lished — other than it being 
Leventhal’s project. This is also a 
risky new step for the AS. Council 
to take since there is no track record 
or practice of this program, yet none 
of this is questioned by Leventhal.

A.S.P., on the other hand, com
piled a sound budget proposal 
including the mission statement, 
budget narrative, policies and pro
cedures and a draft charter to 
ensure accountability to the A.S. 
Furthermore, the marketing direc
tor was not democratically assessed 
from the student body like the 
A.S.P. Thus, Leventhal’s marketing 
director exposes the hypocrisy 
behind his veto.

Leventhal’s attack on A.S.P. is

f t  Ts f f O

Letters tie Editor
The Guardian welcomes letters from 
its readers. All letters must be no 
longer than three pages, typed, dou
ble-spaced and signed. Letters must 
also contain a phone number. We 
reserve the right to edit for length 
and clarity. Letters may be dropped 
o ff at the Guardian office on the 
second floor o f the Old Student 
Center. Send all letters to:

The Guardian 
Opinion Editor 

9500 Gilman Dr. 0316 
La Jolla, CA 92093-0316 .

Fax: (619) 534-7691 
e-mail: guardian@ucsd.edu

purely undemocratic and hypocriti
cal. Last time I checked, this asso
ciation was named the ASUCSD 
(Associated Students at UCSD), 
not JUCSD (Joe’s UCSD). This 
veto is a complete slap in the face 
to the A.S. Council, A.S.P., but 
more importantly to the UCSD stu
dent community.

Alex TV Tom 
ASP Member

Homosexuality is a 
'Lifestyle Choice’
Editor:

I would like to go on record and 
voice my opposition to the pro

posed LGBT Resource Center. In 
this letter, I use the word “homo
sexuality” as also including bisexu
ality and transgenderism.

My first objection is that the 
proposed center is not necessarily 
because homosexuality is a choice. 
It is always possible for one to alter 
th?ir lifestyle. Neither the fact that 
one may not wish to do so nor how 
difficult the alteration would de 
voids this possibility. Having an 
LGBT Resource Center for gays 
would make just as much sense as 
having a “ Star Trek” Resource 
Center for Trekkies.

The Women’s Center and Cross- 
Cultural Center are primarily for 
people who are female and/or 
closely related to another culture, 
neither of which is due to the 
respective person’s choices. But 
being gay is a choice; it’s not an 
unalterable fact.

No resource center should exist 
in order to help people promote the 
lifestyles that they have freely cho
sen. A student club, such as the cur
rent LGBTA, would be a much 
more appropriate organization.

My second objection is based 
on the finding I disagree with 
homosexuality for both personal 
and religious reasons. Would it 
then be right to require me to pay 
for an institution that forwards it? 
I should not be forced to pro
mote, through tuition and related 
fees, lifestyles that I consider 
immoral.

My third objection is a reaction 
to part of the article on the LGBT 
Resource Center in the May 14 
Guardian. The fact that all other

UC campuses have such centers is 
not an argument in favor of UCSD 
beginning its own. Need I point out 
the fallacy of doing something 
because “everybody’s doing it?” 
Having an LGBT Resource Center 
is a bad idea.

Dana Zurek

McCurry Statement 
not a Gender Issue
Editor:

I was disturbed after reading the 
article “When the First Lady 
Speaks, We Should Listen" by 
Jessyca Wallace in the Mon., May 
11 issue of the Guardian regarding 
the incident when Hillary Clinton 
publicly stated that the future of 
Israel would include a separate 
"functioning modem [Palestinian] 
state".

In her commentary, Wallace 
twisted the incident into a women’s 
issue. Regardless of Hillary 
Clinton's gender, her statement 
contradicted U.S. policy. Male or 
female, White House spokesman 
Mike McCurry would have 
expressed the policy maker's rejec
tion of the contradictory remark to 
reporters.

I am not saying that Hillary 
Clinton should not have expressed 
her opinion, as I  think every opin
ion should be heard. I am only say
ing that the response to her opinion 
had nothing to do with the fact that 
she was female and that by twist
ing the incident into one that is, as 
Wallace stated, "denigrating to all 
women" disturbingly avoids the 

See LETTERS, Page 6

mailto:guardian@ucsd.edu
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LETTERS: Arena Lacks
Students don’t think Campus-wide Appeal 
before they speak Edi°r: ,.J r  There are some problems with
Continued from page 5 Guardian Features’ Arena that I
main issue. would like to address.

What is important in this inci- There are five spaces in the 
dent is the future of Israel and Arena section. One might assume
the peace process. When that this is because there are five
Wallace, at the end of her article, colleges and that Arena is sup-
addressed this central issue she posed to give views from each of
commented that "if the Jews and them, but that assumption is obvi-
the Israelis deserve a homeland, ously wrong since I don’t think 
so do the Palestinians," and "it is I’ve ever seen all five colleges rep- 
disheartening" that Jews "cannot resented in one Arena, 
extend to the Palestinians the I can’t even remember the last 
courtesy of giving them their time I saw a Muir student represent-
own land." ed. In fact, the Arena in the Mon.,

Was * she forgetting the UN May 11, issue of the Guardian had
Partition Plan of 1947 which sug- representatives from only two col-
gested that the land be split in two leges, Revelle and Warren, 
before Israel ever existed as a Can’t you choose between the 
state? The act was accepted by opinions from students? The lack of
Jews but rejected by Palestinians, coherent thought in most responses
When offered a separate state, the is comical.Take Siobhan Kelley,
Palestinians did not want it. who must have thought she was

I, too, desire peace and wish to asked a different question than
discover the perfect solution, but is “How effective are self-defense
a separate state the perfect solu- lessons?” when she answered that
tion? Will both sides accept it? “it is important, especially for
Will it end the animosity or will women, to be able to defend them-
the fighting and hatred continue selves. If someone is attacking you,
across the state border? you should be able to kick their ass.”

Hillary Clinton's solution js not , I’m glad you think all people 
necessarily the most ideal solu- who are attacked should be able to
tion, despite the fact that she may kick their attacker’s ass, but I don’t
be, as Wallace states, "ideally the see how this answers the question
most important and influential asked in any way. Did this get
woman in this country and, more- slipped in by accident? 
or-less the world." Whether or not My personal favorite from that 
one agrees with Hillary Clinton, Arena is Mr. Jonathan Pena’s
like every person, she should be response, a perfect example of a
heard, but we do not necessarily typical UCSD student. “For me,
have to "listen" merely because boxing and karate work. If I need
she is the first lady. to defend .myself, I’m going to

Name withheld upon request knock some fool out real easily.”

What the?!? Nice try on answer- ,it would have to be something 
ing the question, Jon. You stayed on * like, “How effective would a per- 
track for one sentence. I guess you son your size be with 3 years of 
could say self-defense “works.” But < self-defense training at defending 
what was that last part about knock- yourself against an unarmed oppo- 
ing some fool out “real easily”? nent of your weight who attacks 

The impression that I get from .you with warning?” 
this response is that UCSD is pop- This question actually sets some 
ulated by grimacing macho thugs bounds on what is being asked, but
eager to knock out any “fool” who it is also almost totally pointless,
messes with them, and who How often do unarmed people
answer questions by bragging attack other people? How often are
about how tough they are. I don’t the attackers and attacked of the
know about you, but this is not the same size or number? Even if it is
impression I have of UCSD stu- moot, this question is still better
dents and I hope it isn’t the then the original, and that shows
impression other people get of how dumb the first question is.
UCSD either. (Kudos to the other If meaningless answers are 
three “Arena” people for respond- your purpose, fine, but I would
ing that self-defense classes aren’t assume you would want to try and
very effective at protecting you in give other people insight into stu-
a fight. I’ve never been to a martial dent opinions on real issues. Why
arts class that claims it is anything not ask a  question where you
but a last resort.) might actually get differing opin-

The questions in Arena are also ions? There are lots of hot, on- 
always so biased and meaningless, campus issues.
That same Monday’s Arena ques- Take the new division II deci- 
tion was really more of a statement sion (should there be scholar- 
about what the interviewer wanted ships?) or maybe Pete Wilson’s 
people to say then a question, temporary support of student fees. 
Instead of asking, “How effective On a global scale, a lot of people 
are self-defense lessons?” why not feel that Palestinians are being 
try something that will make peo- treated badly by Israel. I’m sure 
pie have to think before answering? you would get lots of very heated 

At least re-phrase the question responses to a question like that 
so that the effectiveness of self- (especially if you asked, “How 
defense isn’t emphasized. Why not badly are the Palestinians being 
ask a question that lets people talk treated by Israel” — do you see 
about the physical and mental ben- what I mean about biased ques- 
efits that martial arts can give? tions?) India tested a nuke, that 

It doesn’t even delve into the always gets strong opinions from 
issues of how long it takes to people. Or maybe you should just 
become even slightly proficient at ask, “How effective do you feel 
self-defense, or the chance that a Arena is at conveying student 
person attacking you is armed or opinion?” or “How much do you 
twice as big as you. For the ques- like Arena and why?” 
tion to be even mildly meaningful Aaron Brady

Thursday, May 2 Í,Í9 9 ¿

BAJA:
Proposed change 
w ill be negative
Continued from page 4 
change in our legal drinking age to 
18 be just as natural?

In a country where one can be 
put to death by the government, 
where one can fight a war and die 
for one’s country, where one is 
considered responsible for oneself 
and one’s own actions in the eyes 
of the government — all at the age 
of 18, is it not natural that one 
should also be allowed to drink a 
can of beer?

This would eliminate any prob
lems in our neighboring country. 
Responsible adults would not have 
the need to trek down past San 
Ysidro to go dancing and meet 
some girls or guys. There would be 
no horror stories of run-ins with 
crooked Policía. There would be no 
need for Americans to go south of 
the border except to legitimately 
enjoy the culture of Mexico, which 
is what seems to be the aim of the 
misled civic leaders in Rosarito 
Beach.

ido vou feel;;:" n

u n i

SO DO I.



Thursday, May 21,1998 The UCSD Guardian OPINION, 7

COMMENTARY: Although the LGBTA attempted a clear statement about the way society views gays and lesbians 
through its “Wear Jeans if You’re Gay” day, the message was moot as many people unwittingly wore jeans

‘W ear J eans if You’re Gay Day’ Defeats its Purpose
By Mark Smith "V
Staff Writer

It came to my attention rather 
abruptly last Thursday that I was 
gay. Apparently, the Lesbian Gay 
Bisexual Transsexual Association 
(LGBTA) — which seems to be 
adding letters to its acronym at an 
alarmingly fast rate — had deemed 
last Thursday “Wear Jeans if You ’re 
Gay” day.

Well, it just so happens that on 
Thursday I woke up early for work, 
showered, threw on some jeans and 
ripped out the door, unaware that I 
was taking a huge leap out of my 
personal closet.

Now this was a cheap trick. 
What a terribly planned and ill- 
thought out scheme last Thursday’s 
“awareness” day was. This “holi
day” was not only illogical, but it 
was also counterproductive in that 
it showed the student body that the 
LGBTA has destroyed exactly what 
homosexuals have been trying to 
advocate, for decades — considera
tion for other’s values and beliefs.

Now that I’ve got everybody’s 
attention, some of you are thinking 
to yourselves, “This guy is homo- 
phobic and is going to sit here and 
rip on homosexuals for the next 600 
words. Furthermore, he is going to 
get a very strongly worded letter 
telling him exactly what I think o f : 
him!” Others of you are thinking, 
“Yeah, that’s right, you tell those 
gays exactly how stupid they are!” ,

Well, you’re both stupid. I am 
not anti-gay, nor am I homophobic 
— which, I would like to point out ; 
as an aside, are not synonymous. I 
am, however against hypocritical 
“holidays,” and, in particular, l  am 
against last Thursday’s “Wear 
Jeans if You’re Gay” day.

How exactly was this hypocriti
cal? The idea behind this day was 
that people wearing jeans were 
making a statement that they were 
either themselves homosexuals or 
supportive of homosexuality. 
Through this public display of sup
port, the students of UCSD could 
see how many people were in sup-

The idea behind this 
day was that people 
wearing Jeans were 
making a statement 
that they were 
either themselves 
homosexuals or 
supportive of 
homosexuality.
port of homosexuality and would 
be made more aware of the exis
tence of homosexuals on campus.

The result of this holiday, how
ever, was not one of gay awareness, 
nor a mass-closet exodus. What it 
did accomplish, though, was the 
forcing of people who did not nec
essarily support homosexuality and 
were not gay to proclaim their sup
port.

In an arena as touchy and filled 
with emotion as homosexuality, the 
LGBTA must consider that the peo
ple who wore jeans accidentally

might be embarrassed when they 
found out what their jeans were 
saying. In other words, the LGBTA 
did not consider other people’s val
ues and beliefs when it tricked peo
ple into mock support for its cause 
— a cause of consideration and 
acceptance of alternate values and 
beliefs. Therein lies the glaring 
hypocrisy.

There are two distinct disjoint 
possibilities. Either the founders of 
this blessed holiday did hot consid
er the fact that people were going to 
wear jeans regardless of their sup
port of homosexuality, or they did.

Let’s consider the first possibili
ty. What the creators of this holiday 
did not consider is that people 
were going to wear jeans without 
knowing what they were saying. 
Jeans are extremely common and 
are often worn without a second 
thought. If this case is true, the cre
ators of the “Wear Jeans if You’re 
Gay” day are simply stupid.

I am going , to assume that the 
people who thought of this day are

at least semi-intelligent and will 
dismiss that possibility. Surely, 
they knew people were going to 
unknowingly wear jeans.

The second possibility states that 
the founders of this holiday did con
sider that people would wear jeans 
without knowing about the meaning 
of such an action. In this case, the 
LGBTA knowingly forced people to 
declare their homosexuality or sup
port thereof, regardless of their val
ues and beliefs. If this case is true, 
the creators of the “Wear Jeans if 
You’re Gay” day are hypocrites.

For the sake of the homosexual 
movement I hope that the first case 
is the one that is true. Regardless, 
in response to this unsolicited trick, 
I am deeming today the “breathe if 
you didn’t mean to wear jeans last 
thursday” day.

So, there you have it. Now you 
all have an avenue through which 
to declare your support for my arti
cle. Don’t like it? Hold your breath.

Mark can be reached at 
maSmith@ucsd.edu
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PROTEST:
D ynes to speak  
again on Thursday
Continued from page 2  
hundreds behind you and UCSD 
would go down in history as saying 
no to racism.”

Ubilla later asked Dynes if Gin
grich is aware of the response to his 
invitation to speak.

In reply, Dynes said that 
although he has not spoken to Gin
grich, he would be “surprised” if 
Gingrich did not know about the 
reaction.

Protesters warned Dynes that 
some people will make the com
mencement unpleasant by protests 
ing Gingrich’s presence.

“I hope that’s not the case,” 
Dynes said. “I hope they will treat 
him with the same respect as the 
President last year.”

Warren College Writing Pro
gram senior learning skills coun
selor Robert McDonell has been on

CULTURE:
Harris’ commentary 
draws criticism
Continued from page 1  
other possible,” Harris said.

Harris said that by disregarding 
the tenets of aestheticism and 
falling victim to corporate market
ing strategies, gay men have failed 
to maintain their status as a. sepa
rate, salient political entity.

According to Harris, mass cul
ture’s “purification,” or desexual- 
ization, of distinctly gay com
modities, including “diva worship,

strike outside the administrator’s 
complex for several weeks to 
protest Dynes’ invitation of Gin
grich. . ~

According to McQonell,. 
Dynes’ invitation is a business deal 
to make UCSD look impressive.

“You’re not a CEO; you’re a 
chancellor, and I suggest you act 
like one,” McDonell said.

Revelle sophomore Jennifer 
Quinonez-Skinner tearfully said 
she was discouraged, by Dynes’ ; 
invitation.

“I’m on academic probation; I 
cut class because I’m standing up 
for my people,” Quinonez-Skinner 
said. “I’ m not going to study in the 
library and hope to be a doctor or 
lawyer because it’s not going to r 
change the bigger power structure.

“I’m pouring out my heart to 
you, but I’m insulted and hurt that 
you’re not addressing my feel
ings,” she continued. , f

Warren senior Rochelle Lakey,: 
an AASU member, asked that Gin
grich be uninvited.

men’s underwear, pornography; 
and AIDS kitsch,” served to incor
porate explicitly gay phenomena 
into mass culture, resulting in gay 
men losing their visibility as a 
subculture, or “ethnicity” as he 
labeled it.

Many students said they inter
preted the word “gay” within the 
context of the lecture’s title, ‘The 
Rise and Fall of Gay Culture,” as 
the blanket synonym for queer, 
expecting a broad discourse inclu
sive of gays, lesbians, bisexuals 
and transgendered individuals.

Other students, including Muir 
senior Katrin Kleim, denounced

“As a computer-science major, I 
busted my tail for five years,” 
Lakey said. “I want La Jolla to rec
ognize me as a graduate of this 
community. As soon as. Newt Gin
grich opens his mouth, I will leave. 
Doesn’t it bother you that I won’t 
be at my own graduation? Newt 
Gingrich is someone who feels that 
I don’t exist.” '

Dynes said he understood the ' 
concerns of the demonstrators, and 
he would be meeting with them on 
Thursday.

Romo said there should be stu
dent referendum to. vote on the all
campus commencement.

In response, Dynes said, “I’m 
thinking about it.”
; As Dynes left to attend a 3 
o’clock meeting, a demonstrator 
said, “You just insulted our entire 
student population, especially peo
ple of color.”

“Watch your back,” another 
protester added.

Senior Staff Writer Grace Jang 
contributed to this article.

Harris for excluding women or 
people of color from what she 
labeled his largely esoteric discus
sion of gay culture, “as if nobody 
contributed to gay culture except 
for upper-middje class white men.” 

Several incensed students called 
for a more balanced forum which 
would give voice to both sides of the 
topic. :

Marshall junior Jih-Fei Chang 
said that “bringing on such a reac
tionary speaker without inviting an 
opponent to that position was anti
thetical to the purpose of the 
forum: to promote a thorough 
understanding of the issue,”

87%
of citation revenues collected from faculty, staff, students, and visitors to UCSD 
are spent to support alternatives to the single occupant vehicle-(619) 534-RIDE
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COMMENTARY: Although conservatives have made the term “liberal” a derogatory one, it is really they who should be 
ashamed o f their own label. Conservatives are responsible for some for the most irrational, short-sighted policies today.

Conservatives Create More Problems Than Solutions
By Simone Santini 
Contributing Opinion Writer 
• Once again, I saw a debate in 
which a conservative accused his 
opponent of being “liberal,” shout
ing the word as if it were an insult. I 
have to credit the conservatives with 
having hammered this in enough to 
make it work -  in the last few 
years, for some reason, people have 
become defensive when anybody 
labels them as liberals.

Conservatives have succeeded 
in transforming the expression “lib
eral” into an insult. Well, let me set 
the record straight. I am a liberal, 
and not only am I proud of it, I 
think that “conservative” should be 
considered a four-letter word 
(although, for lexical correctness, 
not literally so).

I will skip the obvious historical 
reasons — progressive people were 
in favor of universal suffrage, the 
Civil Rights Bill, desegregation 
and the minimum wage. Conserva
tives were against allthese things. 
If they had always had their way, 
women would not have the right to 
vote, “Negro” people would still be 
required to sit at the back of the bus 
and drink from separate drinking 
fountains, and 10-year-old kids 
would work for $2 per hour, t fail 
to see how this goes to their merit.

Conservatives managed to cre
ate the closest approximation of a 
Soviet regime this country ever saw 
(in the form of McCarthy’s Com
mittee for Anti-American Activi
ties). They managed to elect 
Richard Nixon (McCarthy ’s closest , 
collaborator) to the White House — 
the same Nixon who used illegal, 
undercover operations to spy and 
demolish inconvenient opponents 
with well-orchestrated scandals.

Conservatives expel in this 
practice and still, even after Water
gate, a sizable fraction of the Amer
ican public believes in them. On 
the other hand, they made a hero 
out of Ronald Reagan, who sold 
weapons to enemies of the United 
States and used the money to 
finance terrorism. Quite astonish
ing, if you come to think of it.

Conservatives propose laugh
able economic theories that might 
have worked in rural Massachu
setts 200 years ago, but are certain
ly not adequate for one of the most 
complex societies on the planet. 
Unfortunately, they tried to imple
ment these theories in the Reagan 
years, and we are still paying the 
social consequences of that experi
ment.

Ruthless economic doctrines 
and the axiom that the government 
should butt out of corporate busi
nesses led to millions of people 
working for the minimum wage 
with no benefits, and to 15 percent 
of the people in the west living 
below the poverty level.

In no other civilized country is 
life so uncertain. In no other indus
trialized country can a family be 
financially wiped out by a major 
illness. I admire (and pity at the 
same time) the people who are 
strong (or foolish?) enough to start 
a family in this situation we call 
American. We owe all this to con
servative doctrines.

Conservatives have a very 
skewed sense of morality, which 
they derive from the Bible. For 
some reason, it is immoral to show 
a naked breast, but it is fine to have 
homeless children (as long as we 
get tax cuts for the wealthy). It is 
immoral to say the “F ’ word on
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Conservatives 
champion “family 
values” but, at the 
same time, promote 
an economic and 
value system that 
force parents to 
work 12-hours-a-day 
without vacations 
and to be constantly 
under stress —  
making it impossible 
to have a family life 
of any reasonable 
quality.
TV, but it is fine to have under
funded schools in the inner cities.

Their sense of morality, unfortu
nately, tells them nothing about 
contempt for violence. I think Jack 
Nicholson, once said “In this coun
try, if you kiss a breast, thè film is 
rated X, if you ldp .it off..it is rated 
R.” It seems that if, instead of a 
breast, you chop off a head, the 
film might make it to PG-13.

The religious views of most 
conservatives are fundamentalist.

Although I am an agnostic, I used 
to go to church when I was young, 
and the basketball court of the 
priest was my favorite hangout. 
Nothing could be farther from the 
intolerant, .fanatic morality 
preached by conservatives than the 
education to human understanding 
and compassion I received in those 
afternoons. The Catholic Church 
has always condemned homosexu
ality, but I am pretty sure that, had 
I dared to say that homosexuals 
will go to hell, the good priest 
would have beaten me silly 
(metaphorically, of course).

I can’t see any of these compas
sionate, moral views in the intoler
ant, conservative religious doc
trines. While adherence to the 
Christian theological system is ulti
mately a matter of personal choice, 
the endorsement of fundamentalist 
moral views by a large fraction of 
the population is a serious social 
problem.

Conservatives champion “fami
ly values” hut, at the same time, 
promote an economic and value 
system that force parents to work 
12-hours-a-day without vacations 
and to be constantly under stress, 
-— making it impossible to have a 
family life of any reasonable quali
ty. If the parents want to send their 
children to college, the workload 
and the stress are even greater. I 
can’t think of anything that con
tributes more to the breakdown of 
the American family and society.

Conservatives promote an edu- 
, (rational system whose purpose 

seems to be to throw the weaker 
arid more troubled kids out of 
schools — precisely the students 
who would need the guidance 
school provides. This is a perfect

system to manufacture criminals 
and to widen the gap between the 
“haves” and the “have-nots” in the 
future generations. This is a recipe 
for social disaster.

Conservatives seem very both
ered by any form of public spend
ing that goes toward supporting the 
scores of unfortunates that are the 
inevitable result of their policies. 
At the same time, they welcome 
any increase in military spending. 
A lot of this money goes into devel
oping “intelligent” weapons that — 
by admission of the military them
selves—  proved not much better 
than cheaper traditional weapons. 
All that money was wasted.

In the present post-Cold War sit
uation, it is also hard to visualize 
any tactical or strategic need for 
such high-tech weapons. Consider- : 
ing that Congress adamantly refus
es to place U S. troops under U.N. 
command for peacekeeping opera
tions, I can only suppose that all the 
new weapons will be used in case 
Canada attacks. Watch out, Canadi
ans, we are ready!

In short, I can’t remember a sin
gle instance in which conservatives 
took on a relevant issue, analyzed it 
systematically and proposed and 
endorsed rational solutions, debat
ing in public their short-term and 
long-term impacts. They seem to 
lack any form of vision, and alny 
capacity to consider the impact of 
their doctrine on a complex society.

On the other hand, they are very 
good at exploiting society’s fears 
and anger to gather votes. I guess I 
could tell this to conservatives 
when they call me “liberal,” trying 
to make me feel guilty about it. 
Instead, I will just sit back and 
smile wickedly at them.

Robin Singh, the creator and author o f the TestMasters LSAT Course, has 
achieved more perfect scores on the LSAT than anyone else in history.

Robin Singh's Complete LSAT Score Record

Date Score %
R ank

Date Score %
R ank

February 1997 180 99 June 1994 178 99
December 1996 180 99 February 1994 173 99
October 1996 179 99 December 1993 177 99
June 1996 174 99 December 1992 180 99
December 1995 180 99 October 1992 176 99
September 1995 180 99 June 1992 177 99
June 1995 173 99 February 1992 178 99
February 1995 178 99 December 1991 173 99
October 1994 180 99 December 1988 48 99

•The table above is a complete record of Robin’s scores on actual LSAT administrations. All o f these administrations were scored on the 
i current LSAT scale of 120 to.l 80, with the exception of the December 1988 LSAT, which was scored on the old LSAT scale of 10 to 48.

Since 1991 thousands o f TestMasters students have increased their LSAT scores 
by applying the powerful methods and techniques that Robin has developed.
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‘Choosing’ to Deny One’s Sexuality is Unhealthy
Editor:

This letter is a response to Dana 
Zurek’s letter in opposition to the 
proposed LGBT Resource Center 
(“Homosexuality is a ‘Lifestyle 
Choice,’” May 21, Guardian). I am 
a transgendered person and a mem
ber of the Chancellor’s Advisory 
Committee on Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgender Issues 
(CACLGBTI), whose function is to 
draft a proposal for the Center.

Zurek states that it is always 
possible to alter one’s lifestyle, no 
matter how “difficult the alter
ation” would be. I agree. However, 
where Zurek uses the word “homo
sexual” to refer to someone who 
“lives a homosexual lifestyle,” I use 
the word “LGBT’ to refer to a per
son for whom not living in such a 
way as to honor the true self would 
be extremely “difficult,” whether or 
not they are actually living an 
LGBT “lifestyle.”

My disagreement with Zurek 
centers around the question of 
whether LGBT people ought to be 
able to create a center which facili
tates an LGBT lifestyle.

I would like readers to consider

what kind of “difficulty” is 
involved in choosing to deny one
self a path which makes one’s iden
tity unidentifiable to oneself. Since 
I doubt Zurek has any idea what it 
is like to live with gender dyspho
ria, let me illustrate with my own 
story.

Gender dysphoria is a feeling of 
extreme cognitive dissonance 
involving one’s societally assigned 
gender role. I myself was expected 
to be a woman. So profound was 
my disturbance around my gender 
in my teenage years that I was told 
I was schizophrenic. Suicidal on a 
daily basis, I nevertheless had with
in me the will to survive. For the 
first decade of my adult life, there
fore, I took “functioning” as my 
main mission. I had learned the 
hard way that I had to present some 
coherent, gendered persona to the 
world in order to escape commit
ment.

Just over a year ago, I had by all 
external standards become a com
plete success. People told me that I 
was a very attractive woman. I was 
engaged to be married to a medical 
student who is also a wonderful,

y $  If

Letters ̂ Editor
The Guardian welcomes letters from 
its readers. All letters must be no 
longer than three pages, typed, dou
ble-spaced and signed. Letters must 
also contain a phone number. We 
reserve the right to edit for length 
and clarity. Letters may be dropped 
o ff at the Guardian office on the 
second floor o f the Old Student Cen
ter. Send all letters to:

The Guardian 
Opinion Editor 

9500 Gilman Dr. 0316 
La Jolla, CA 92093-0316 

Fax: (619) 534-7691 
e-mail: guardian@ucsd.edu

gentle man. I was enrolled in a 
Ph D. program in philosophy, a dis
cipline I love, However, inside, I 
still felt broken, completely lacking 
a  personal identity. I tried to allevi

ate the dishonesty I felt about 
“being a fraud” by telling those I 
was close to that I “didn’t have a 
conscience.” I didn’t know how 
else to express it.

When I came out as transgen
dered butch (ask me more), it was 
like being struck by lightning. For 
the first time, I feel normal and 
whole. I have a self. What’s more, I 
no longer expend vast amounts of 
energy perpetuating a lie just for 
the sake of making others comfort
able.

So, do I have a choice about my 
lifestyle? Yes. I am choosing to live 
my life as genuinely as I can. Do I 
need help? Yes. As a member of a 
tiny and invisible minority, I need 
the social and cultural affirmation 
that other people get merely by talk
ing to classmates, reading main
stream magazines and watching 
television. I need-to bond with those 
who can understand me and I need 
to read books so that I can reflect on 
the meaning of my life. Just like 
you, I need to see myself reflected in 
other people just to stay sane.

I hope I’ve convinced you that, 
contrary to what Zurek says, one’s
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LGBT status is a bit more central to 
one’s being — and one’s well being 
— than a passion for “Star Trek.” 

Eric Peterson

Personal Prejudices 
Destroy Opportunity
Editor:

I would like to take this oppor
tunity to respond to Dana Zurek’s 
arguments against having an LGBT 
Resource Center (“Homosexuality 
is a ‘Lifestyle Choice,”’ May 21, 
Guardian). Dana has three main 
oppositions to the Resource Center, 
and I’d like to address each one.

First, Dana claims that “the pro
posed center is not necessary 
because homosexuality is a 
choice.” This is under debate by 
both homosexuals and heterosexu
als alike, but what I say is support
ed in a large part by the homosexu
al community. Dana goes on to 
state that it is always possible to 
alter one’s lifestyle. This latter 
statement is absolutely true — one 
can always alter one’s lifestyle. 
However, I would like to differenti
ate between homosexuality and a 
homosexual lifestyle.

Having instincts and drives is 
not a choice, it’s part of being 
human. Acting on these instincts is 
a choice. I cannot choose whether 
to be hungry, but I can choose to 
eat. I can’t choose to be sexually 
attracted to someone, but I can 
choose to have sex with them. Does 
Dana claim that his or her attrac
tion to the opposite sex is a choice? 
Hardly. Being gay is not a choice. 
Why would someone choose a life 
of pain and rejection by society? 
Why are homosexual teenagers 
three times more likely to commit 
suicide than their heterosexual 
counterparts?

Gay men and women can 
choose to ignore their instincts and 
live their lives forcing themselves 
to think of themselves as “straight,” 
but at great cost to their own psy
chological health and self-esteem. 
This is precisely why we need a 
resource center. Gay and straight 
people alike need to recognize that 
heterosexuality is not the only valid 
and healthy sexual orientation.

Dana’s second point is that stu
dents should not have to pay for 
this center because having a center 
is against his or her personal and 
religious views. Having a Women’s 
Center is against many religious 
and cultural beliefs that women 
should be subservient and personal 
beliefs that say women should be 
home, barefoot and pregnant. On 
that point, many cultures and reli
gion also reject outside cultures, 
especially ones that do not follow 
their own personal belief system.

However, we as a university, are 
dedicated to diversity and multicul- 
turalism, not ethnocentrism and 
sexual chauvinism. As students of a 
university, we should not let our 
own personal prejudices destroy 
this setting of diversity. Thus, the 
fact that Dana has a religious and 
personal belief to reject homosexu
ality is not valid.

Dana’s third opposition points 
out that the fact that other UC cam
puses have a LGBT Resource Center 
is not a valid argument for having 
one. I  completely agree that tradition 
is not inherently right, but at the 
same time, we cannot bury our heads 
in the sand and ignore the progress 
of society just because it does not 
follow our traditional values.

Andrew Moran

mailto:guardian@ucsd.edu
http://www.kaplan.com
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COMMENTARY: Although conservatives have made the term “liberal” a derogatory one, it is really they who should be 
ashamed o f their own label. Conservatives are responsible for som e for the most irrational, short-sighted policies today.

Conservatives Create More P roblems Than Solutions
By Simone Santini 
Contributing Opinion Writer

Once again, I saw a debate in 
which a conservative accused his 
opponent of being “liberal,” shout
ing the word as if it were an insult. I 
have to credit the conservatives with 
having hammered this in enough to 
make it work — in the last few 
years, for some reason, people have 
become defensive when anybody 
labels them as liberals.

Conservatives have succeeded 
in transforming the expression “lib
eral” into an insult. Well, let me set 
the record straight. I am a liberal, 
and not only am I proud of it, I 
think that “conservative” should be 
considered a four-letter word 
(although, for lexical correctness, 
not literally so).

I will skip the obvious historical 
reasons — progressive people were 
in favor of universal suffrage, the 
Civil Rights Bill, desegregation 
and the minimum wage. Conserva
tives were against all these things. 
If they had always had their way, 
women would not have the right to 
vote, “Negro” people would still be 
required to sit at the back of the bus 
and drink from separate drinking 
fountains, and 10-year-old kids 
would work for $2 pen hour. I fail 
to see how this goes to their merit.

Conservatives managed to cre
ate the closest approximation of a 
Soviet regime this country ever saw 
(in the form of McCarthy’s Com
mittee for Anti-American Activi
ties). They managed to elect 
Richard Nixon (McCarthy’s closest 
collaborator) to the White House — 
the same Nixon who used illegal, 
undercover operations to spy and 
demolish inconvenient opponents 
with well-orchestrated scandals.

Conservatives excel in this 
practice and still, even after Water
gate, a sizable fraction of the Amer
ican public believes in them. On 
the other hand, they made a hero 
out of Ronald Reagan, who sold 
weapons to enemies of the United 
States and used the money to 
finance terrorism. Quite astonish
ing, if you come to think of it.

Conservatives propose laugh
able economic theories that might 
have worked in rural Massachu
setts 200 years ago, but are certain
ly not adequate for one of the most 
complex societies on the planet. 
Unfortunately, they tried to imple
ment these theories in the Reagan 
years, and we are still paying the 
social consequences of that experi
ment.

Ruthless economic doctrines 
and the axiom that the government 
should butt opt of corporate busi
nesses led to millions of people 
working for the minimum wage 
with no benefits, and to 15 percent 
of the people in the west living 
below the poverty level.

In no other civilized country is 
life so uncertain. In no other indus
trialized country can a family be 
financially wiped out by a major 
illness. I admire (and pity at the 
same time) the people who are 
strong (or foolish?) enough to start 
a family in this situation we call 
American. We owe all this to con
servative doctrines.

Conservatives have a very 
skewed sense of morality, which 
they derive from the Bible. For 
some reason, it is immoral to show 
a naked breast, but it is fine to have 
homeless children (as long as we 
get tax cuts for the wealthy). It is 
immoral to say the “F ’ word on
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Conservatives 
champion "family 
values” but, at the 
same time, promote 
an economic and 
value system that 
force parents to 
work 12-hours-a-day 
without vacations 
and to be constantly 
under stress —  
making it impossible 
to have a family life 
of any reasonable 
quality.
TV, but it is fine to have under
funded schools in the inner cities.

Their sense of morality, unfortu
nately, tells them nothing about 
contempt for violence. I think Jack 
Nicholson once said “In this coun
try, if you kiss a breast, the film is 
rated X, if you lop it off, it is rated 
R.” It seems that if, instead of a 
breast, you chop off a head, the 
film might make it to PG-13.

The religious views of most 
conservatives are fundamentalist.

Although Tam an agnostic, I used 
to go to church when I was young, 
and the basketball court of the 
priest was my favorite hangout. 
Nothing could be farther from the 
intolerant, fanatic morality 
preached by conservatives than the 
education to human understanding 
and compassion I received in those 
afternoons. The Catholic Church 
has always condemned homosexu
ality, but I am pretty sure that, had 
I dared to say that homosexuals 
will go to hell, the good priest 
would have beaten me silly 
(metaphorically, of course).

I can’t see any of these compas
sionate, moral views in the intoler
ant, conservative religious doc
trines. While adherence to the 
Christian theological system is ulti
mately a matter of personal choice, 
the endorsement of fundamentalist 
moral views by a large fraction of 
the population is a serious social 
problem.

Conservatives champion “fami
ly values” but, at the same time, 
promote an economic and value 
system that force parents to work 
12-hours-a-day without vacations 
and to be constantly under stress, 
— making it impossible, to have a 
family life of any reasonable quali
ty. If the parents want to send their 
children to college, the workload 
and the stress are even greater. I 
can’t think of anything that con
tributes more to the breakdown of 
the American family and society.

Conservatives promote an edu
cational system whose .purpose 
seems to he to throw the weaker 
and more troubled kids out of 
schools — precisely the students 
who would need the guidance 
school provides. This is a perfect

system to manufacture criminals 
and to widen the gap between the 
“haves” and the “have-nots” in the 
future generations. This is a recipe 
for social disaster.

Conservatives seem very both
ered by any form of public spend
ing that goes toward supporting the 
scores of unfortunates that are the 
inevitable result of their policies. 
At the same time, they welcome 
any increase in military spending. 
A lot of this money goes into devel
oping “intelligent” weapons that — 
by admission of the military them
selves — proved not much better 
than cheaper traditional weapons. 
All that money was wasted.

In the present post-Cold War sit
uation, it is also hard to visualize 
any tactical or strategic need for 
such high-tech weapons. Consider
ing that Congress adamantly refus
es to place U.S. troops under U.N. 
command for peacekeeping opera
tions, I can only suppose that all the 
new weapons will be used in case 
Canada attacks. Watch out, Canadi
ans, we are ready!

In short, I can’t remember a sin
gle instance in which conservatives 
took on a relevant issue, analyzed it 
systematically and proposed and 
endorsed rationaT solutions, debat
ing in public their short-term and 
long-term impacts. They seem to 
lack any form of vision, and any 
capacity to consider the impact o l  
their doctrine on a complex society.

On the other hand, they are very 
good at exploiting society’s fears 
and anger tOvgather votes. I guess I 
could tell this to conservatives 
when they call me “liberal,” trying 
to make me feel guilty about it. 
Instead, I will just sit back and 
smile wickedly at them.

Robin Singh, the creator and author o f the TestMasters LS AT Course, has 
achieved more perfect scores on the LSAT than anyone else in history.

Robin S ingh’s Complete LSAT Score Record

Date Score % -
R ank

D ate Score %
R ank

February 1997 180 99 June 1994 178 99
December 1996 180 99 February 1994 173 99
October 1996 179 99 December 1993 177 99
June 1996 174 99 December 1992 180 99
December 1995 180 99 October 1992 176 99
September 1995 180 99 June 1992 177 99
June 1995 173 99 February 1992 178 99
February 1995 178 99 December 1991 173 99
October 1994 180 99 December 1988 48 99

•The table above is a complete record of Robin’s scores on actual LSAT administrations. All of these administrations were scored on the 
current LSAT scale of 120 to 180, with the exception of the December 1988 LSAT, which was scored on the old LSAT scale of.10 to 48.

Since 1991 thousands of TestMasters students have increased their LS AT scores
by applying the powerful methods and techniques that Robin has developed.
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‘Choosing’ to Deny One’s Sexuality is Unhealthy
Editor:

This letter is a response to Dana 
Zurek’s letter in opposition to the 
proposed LGBT Resource Center 
(“Homosexuality is a ‘Lifestyle 
Choice,”’ May 21, Guardian). I am 
a transgendered person and a mem
ber of the Chancellor’s Advisory 
Committee on Lesbian, Gay, 
Bisexual and Transgender Issues 
(CACLGBTI), whose function is to 
draft a proposal for the Center.

ZUrek states that it is always 
possible to alter one’s lifestyle, no 
matter how “difficult the alter
ation” would be. I agree. However, 
where Zurek uses the word “homo
sexual” to refer to someone who 
“lives a homosexual lifestyle,” I use 
the word “LGBT” to refer to a per
son for whom not living in such a 
way as to honor the true self would 
be extremely “difficult,” whether or 
not they are actually living an 
LGBT “lifestyle.”

My disagreement with Zurek 
centers around the question of 
whether LGBT people ought to be 
able to create a center which facili
tates an LGBT lifestyle.

I would like readers to consider

what kind of “difficulty” is 
involved in choosing to deny one
self a path which makes one’s iden
tity unidentifiable to oneself. Since 
I doubt Zurek has any idea what it 
is like to live with gender dyspho
ria, let me illustrate with my own 
story.

Gender dysphoria is a feeling of 
extreme cognitive dissonance 
involving one’s societally assigned 
gender role. I myself was expected 
to be a woman. So profound was 
my disturbance around my gender 
in my teenage years that I was told 
I was schizophrenic. Suicidal on a 
daily basis, I nevertheless had with
in me the will to survive. For the 
first decade of my adult life, there
fore, I took “functioning” as my 
main mission. I had learned the 
hard way that I had to present some 
coherent, gendered persona to the 
world in order to escape commit
ment.

Just over a year ago, I had by all 
external standards become a com
plete success. People told me that I 
was a very attractive woman. I was 
engaged to be married to a medical 
student who is also a wonderful,

Letters tie Editor
The Guardian welcomes letters from 
its readers. All letters must be no 
longer than three pages, typed, dou
ble-spaced and signed. Letters must 
also contain a phone number. We 
reserve the right to edit for length 
and clarity. Letters may be dropped 
o ff at the Guardian office on the 
second floor o f the Old Student Cen
ter. Send all letters to:
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Opinion Editbr 

9500 Gilman Dr. 0316 
La Jolla, CA 92093-0316 

Fax: (619) 534-7691 
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gentle man. I was enrolled in a 
Ph.D. program in philosophy, a dis
cipline I love. However, inside, I 
still felt broken, completely lacking 
a personal identity. I tried to al levi -

ate the dishonesty I felt about 
“being a fraud” by telling those I 
was close to that I “didn’t have a 
conscience.” I didn’t know how 
else to express it.

When I came out as transgen
dered butch (ask me more), it was 
like being struck by lightning. For 
the first time, I feel normal and 
whole. I have a self. What’s more,! 
no longer expend vast amounts of 
energy perpetuating a lie just for 
the sake of making others comfort
able.

So, do I have a choice about my 
lifestyle? Yes. I am choosing to live 
my life as genuinely as I can. Do I 
need help? Yes. As a member of a 
tiny and invisible minority, I need 
the social and cultural affirmation 
that other people get merely by talk
ing to classmates, reading main
stream magazines and watching 
television. I need to bond with those 
who can understand me and I need 
to read books so that I can reflect on 
the meaning of my life. Just like 
you, I need to see myself reflected in 
other people just to stay sane.

I hope I’ve convinced you that, 
contrary to what Zurek says, one’s

9 out of 10 Kaplan 
students get into one 

of their top-choice 
law schools^

Competition for law school is tough and your LSAT score can make all 
the difference. That’s why you need to take Kaplan. For 60 years, 

we’ve helped more students get into law school than all other test prep 
companies combined. That’s why we’re the #1 choice for LSAT prep.

C l a s s
Starts

June
Call to Enr°"*

KAPLAN
1-800-KAP-TEST

www.kaplan.com
*LSAT is a registered trademark o thte Law School Admissions Council. 

f1998 Brvi skin-Goldring Research Study of students at the top 50 law schools.

To study anywhere in the U.S., call us or visit our web site.

LGBT status is a bit more central to 
one’s being — and one’s well being 
— than a passion for “Star Trek.” 

Eric Peterson

Personal Prejudices 
Destroy Opportunity
Editor:

I would like to take this oppor
tunity to respond to Dana Zurek’s 
arguments against having an LGBT 
Resource Center (“Homosexuality 
is a ‘Lifestyle Choice,” ’ May 21, 
Guardian). Dana has three main 
oppositions to the Resource Center, 
and I’d like to address each one.

First, Dana claims that “the pro
posed center is not necessary 
because homosexuality is a 
choice.” This is under debate by 
both homosexuals and heterosexu
als alike, but what I say is support
ed in a large part by the homosexu
al community. Dana goes on to 
state that it is always possible to 
alter one’s lifestyle. This latter 
statement is absolutely true — one 
can always alter one’s lifestyle. 
However, I would like to differenti
ate between homosexuality and a 
homosexual lifestyle.

Having instincts and drives. is 
not a choice, it’s part of being 
human. Acting on these instincts is 
a choice. I cannot choose whether 
to be hungry, but I can choose to 
eat. I can’t choose to be sexually 
attracted to someone, but I can 
choose to have sex with them. Does 
Dana claim that his or her attrac
tion to the opposite sex is a choice? 
Hardly. Being gay is not a choice. 
Why would someone choose a life 
of pain and rejection by society? 
Why are homosexual teenagers 
three times more likely to commit 
suicide than their heterosexual 
counterparts?

Gay men -and women can 
choose to ignore their instincts and 
live their lives forcing themselves 
to think of themselves as “straight,” 
but at great cost to their own psy
chological health and self-esteem. 
This is precisely why we need a 
resource center. Gay and straight 
people alike need to recognize that 
heterosexuality is not the only valid 
and healthy sexual orientation.

Dana’s second point is that stu
dents should not have to pay for 
this center because having a center 
is against his or her personal and 
religious views. Having a Women’s 
Center is against many religious 
and cultural beliefs that women 
should be subservient and personal 
beliefs that say women should be 
home, barefoot and pregnant. On 
that point, many cultures and reli
gion also reject outside cultures, 
especially ones that do not follow 
their own personal belief system.

However, we as a university, are 
dedicated to diversity and multicul- 
turalism, not ethnocehtrism and 
sexual chauvinism. As students of a 
university, we should not let our 
own personal prejudices destroy 
this setting of diversity. Thus, the 
fact that Dana has a religious and 
personal belief to reject homosexu
ality is not valid.

Dana’s third opposition points 
out that the fact that other UC cam
puses have a LGBT Resource Center 
is not a valid argument for having 
one. I completely agree that tradition 
is not inherently right, but at-the 
same time, we cannot bury our heads 
in the sand and ignore the progress 
of society just because it does not 
follow our traditional .values.

"Andrew Moran

mailto:guardian@ucsd.edu
http://www.kaplan.com
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PROTEST:
D ynes to speak 
again on Thursday
Continued from page 2  
hundreds behind you and UCSD 
would go down in history as saying 
no to racism.”

Ubil la'later asked Dynes if Gin
grich is aware of the response to his 
invitation to speak.

In reply, Dynes said that 
although he has not spoken to Gin
grich, he would be “surprised” if 
Gingrich did not know about the 
reaction.

Protesters warned Dynes that 
some people will make the com
mencement unpleasant by protest
ing Gingrich’s presence.

“I hope that’s not the case,” 
Dynes said. “I hope they will treat 
him with the same respect as the 
President last year.”"

Warren College Writing Pro
gram senior learning skills coun
selor Robert McDonell has been on

CULTURE:
Harris’ commentary 
draws criticism
Continued from page 1
other possible,” Harris said.

Harris said that by disregarding 
the tenets of aestheticism and 
falling victim to corporate market
ing strategies, gay men have failed 
to maintain their status as a sepa
rate, salient political entity.

According to Harris, mass cul
ture’s “purification,” or desexual- 
ization, of distinctly gay com
modities, including “diva worship,

strike outside the administrator’s 
complex for several weeks to 
protest Dynes’ invitation of Gin
grich.

According to McDonell, 
Dynes’ invitation is a business deal 
to make UCSD look impressive.

“You’re not a CEO; you’re a 
chancellor, and I suggest you act 
like one,” McDonell said.

Revelle sophomore Jennifer 
Quinonez-Skinner tearfully said 
she was discouraged by Dynes’ 
invitation.

“I’m on academic probation; I 
cut class because I’m standing up 
for my people,” Quinonez-Skinner 
said. “I’m not going to study in the 
library and hope to be a doctor or 
lawyer because it’s not going to 
change the bigger power structure.

“I ’m pouring out my heart to 
you, but I’m insulted and hurt that 
you’re not addressing my feel
ings,” she continued.

Warren senior Rochelle Lakey, 
an AASU member, asked that Gin
grich be uninvited.

men’s underwear, pornography 
and AIDS kitsch,” served to incor
porate explicitly gay phenomena 
into mass culture, resulting in gay 
men losing their visibility as a 
subculture, or “ethnicity” as he 
labeled it.

Many students said they inter
preted the word “gay” within the 
context of the lecture’s title, “The 
Rise and Fall of Gay Culture,” as 
the blanket synonym for queer, 
expecting a broad discourse inclu
sive of gays, lesbians, bisexuals 
and transgendered individuals.

Other students, including Muir 
senior Katrin Kleim, denounced

“As a computer-science major, I 
busted my tail for five years,” 
Lakey said. “I want La Jolla to rec
ognize me as a graduate of this 
community. As soon as Newt Gin
grich opens his mouth, I will leave. 
Doesn’t it bother you that I won’t 
be at my own graduation? Newt 
Gingrich is someone who feels that 
I don’t exist.”

Dynes said he understood the 
concerns of the demonstrators, and 
he would be meeting with them on 
Thursday.

Romo said there should be stu
dent referendum to vote on the all
campus commencement.

In response, Dynes said, “I’m 
thinking about it.”

As Dynes left to attend a 3 
o ’clock meeting, a demonstrator 
said, “You just insulted our entire 
student population, especially peo
ple of color.”

“Watch your back,” another 
protester added.

Senior Staff Writer Grace Jang 
contributed to this article.

Harris for excluding women or 
people of color from what she 
labeled his largely esoteric discus
sion of gay culture, “as if nobody 
contributed to gay culture except 
for upper-middle class white men.”

Several incensed students called 
for a more balanced forum which 
would give voice to both sides of the 
topic.

Marshall junior Jih-Fei Chang 
said that “bringing on such a reac
tionary speaker without inviting an 
opponent to that position was anti
thetical to the purpose of the 
forum: to promote a thorough 
understanding of the issue,”
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Guardian Readers’ Forum

Brendan Cahill/Guardian

Gingrich’s invitation to speak a t this years 
commencement is not, as Chancellor Dynes claims, 

about free speech —  but merely an opportunity fo r  the 
Speaker to promote his own agenda

By Susan Davis and Dan Schiller
Chancellor Dynes has linked his invitation to 

Rep. Newt Gingrich to speak at this year’s UCSD 
commencement to the issue of free speech, asserting 
that the fairness and principles of open discussion 
are at stake. Gingrich’s appearance, goes the argu
ment, will demonstrate that UCSD remains “open to 
the expression of all points of view.” We dispute this 
supposed linkage, and as communication scholars, 
we would like to speak to the free speech issues that 
it raises.

Gingrich is one of the most visible and audible 
people in American political life. He enjoys routine 
access to commercial print and broadcast news 
media, as well as to C-SPAN. He meets with editors 
and summons journalists to news conferences on a 
regular basis. Indeed, as we understand it, he himself 
demanded this forum at UCSD.

Thus, the issue raised by the Commencement is 
not about making available a venue for expression of 
dissident or controversial views. Since Gingrich has 
no lack of outlets for his thoughts, the true question 
is: Why does he wish to speak at UCSD — and why 
now?

There are several reasons. First, this is clearly a 
showcase for Gingrich’s presidential ambitions — in
o rd er to ,gain  parity  w ith B ill C lin ton , G ingrich  needs
to look “presidential.” Granting him this opportunity 
has nothing to do with open discussion and free 
speech, and nothing to do with “fairness” in any ordi
nary sense. At best, “fairness” here may be a matter 
of placating powerful conservative interest groups.

More importantly, the Gingrich address is an 
attempt to turn the ineffectual Clinton “Dialogue on 
Race” on its head, in order to position Gingrich as a 
torchbearer for the GOP’s national anti-affirmative 
action program. This campaign is about continuing to 
slash away at social programs and federal supports 
for racial and gender equity — but it is also about 
mobilizing divisive attitudes as part of presidential

and congressional polities.
In the context of this campaign’s effects in Cali

fornia, Gingrich’s commencement speech is a victo
ry speech. It is an aggressive political tactic, aimed at 
celebrating policies that are crippling affordable pub
lic education, equal access and, for these reasons, 
also freedom of inquiry at the University of Califor
nia. It offers encouragement to other such efforts 
around the country; for example, Governor George 
Pataki’s efforts to demolish open admissions at the 
City University of New York.

To justify this by reference to Gingrich’s alleged 
concern for research is disingenuous at best, and at 
worst an evasion of the current crisis at UCSD.

Gingrich himself has shown utter contempt for 
free and critical inquiry as, for example, in his cen
sorship of public historical Scholarship at the Smith
sonian, his attacks on the National Endowment for 
the Arts and in his support for the repeal of the Fair
ness Doctrine in broadcasting.

His sense of the values that should animate college 
instruction is directly evident in his use of his office 
to promote a video course, “Renewing American Civ
ilization,” designed to recruit support for the goals of 
his party’s “Contract with America” program.

We think it is time for a serious and critical public 
discussion of the connections between the rapid rise* 
of tuition, the assault on affirmative action and the 
vision of education pushed by Gingrich. We wonder 
where in the increasingly elite and corporately guid
ed university there is room for working and poor peo
ple, for research and teaching that are not directed 
toward private profit-making?

Rather than giving Gingrich’s campaign media 
exposure under the guise of “the airing of controver
sy,” UCSD could do something much more construc
tive by initiating a wide-ranging and open discussion 
of these issues.

The authors are professors o f Communications at 
UCSD.

U C SD  should view  Gingrich’s presence a t the commencement as an honor and a rare 
opportunity to experience, first-hand, a different p o in t o f view

By Wayne Liu and Brian Mullen
We from the College Republi

cans realize that many of UCSD’s 
students and professors detest the 
fact that the Speaker of the House 
will be delivering the commence
ment address. Gingrich-haters have 
called him “racist” and, in the illus
trious words of the guy camped 
outside the administration building, 
“the closest thing we have to a fas
cist.”

We find it interesting that Newt 
Gingrich and other conservatives are 
called fascist and racist because they 
do not have similar views as liberals 
do about issues such as affirmative 
action. Where is the acceptance of 
thé other points of view?

Since day one of freshman year, 
we have heard that democracy 
functions best when a diverse set of 
viewpoints can be expressed. In 
last year’s address, President Clin
ton, a liberal Democrat, spoke

about diversity to the graduating 
student body.

We respected Clinton’s pres
ence, knew he would increase the 
recognition of UCSD on a national 
level, and sat in silence while he 
delivered his speech. None of the 
members of the College Republi
cans agreed with him, but we never 
disrespected him by causing trouble 
or lambasting him in the Guardian.

Keep in mind that, according to 
the Constitution, the Speaker of the 
House is third in line for the presi
dency. The Speakership is the third 
most powerful position in the coun
try. UCSD should be honored to 
receive such a prominent political 
figuré, just a year after the president 
visited. For good reason, UCSD’s 
student body and faculty should be 
ecstatic that top lawmakers consid
er this institution worthy enough to 
travel across the country for and 
speak to the graduating seniors.

We must also address the issue 
that the students never voted for 
Gingrich as commencement speak
er. This is true. However, we do not 
recall casting a ballot for Clinton. 
Protesters argue that a vote was not 
in order because he represented the 
viewpoints of most of UCSD’s stu
dent body, Our conviction is that 
this is not necessarily true.

We are sure that Gingrich’s 
views are not shared by UCSD’s 
militant left-wing activists and by 
most of the professors here, but we 
cannot say that the majority of the 
student body actually qares about 
politics one way or another. This is 
apparent when one counts the num
ber of people belonging to political 
organizations on campus — the 
number does not even approach a 
majority of the student body.

Nevertheless, even if Gingrich 
has different points of view about 
diversity, UCSD has taught its stu

dents to be open-minded and 
respect alternative points of view. 
Indeed, we must also consider the 
possibility that Gingrich will not 
mention the subject of diversity at 
all and instead concentrate on the 
development of science and tech
nology. Even you ardent Gingrich- 
haters may learn and agree with 
some of his remarks.

Still, to call Gingrich an extreme 
ist does him a great injustice. He is 
much more moderate than many 
believe him to be. The speaker is an 
animal enthusiast, and he openly 
advocates animal rights. In addi
tion, Gingrich cannot be labeled 
anti-gay. Even thought he does not 
approve of his lesbian sister’s 
lifestyle, he never stopped loving 
her. Clearly, Gingrich is not riding 
on the extreme right wing on the 
political spectrum.

We at the College Republicans 
urge those of you who disdain the

Speaker of the House to keep an 
open mind about the commence
ment address. To be certain, we 
conservatives have dealt with left- 
wing viewpoints from professors 
and protesters throughout our 
tenure here at UCSD. We have sat 
in the classroom while-professors 
have used their courses to advance 
their own political ideology and 
agenda, while making a mockery of 
conservative values (i.eM‘ those of 
the professors in the political sci
ence, communication, history, third 
world studies, literature, D.O.C. 
departments, etc.)

If we can tolerate these alterna
tive points of view every day for 
four years, we hope that all of you 
who disagree with Gingrich can 
return the favor and help make the 
graduation ceremony an enjoyable 
experience for everyone.

The authors are members o f the 
College Republicans.
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H eterosexuality May Not Be the W isest Choice
Editor:

Thank you for publishing the 
letter titled “Homosexuality is a 
‘Lifestyle Choice’” by Dana Zurek 
(May 21).

I thank you, because printing 
such ideas from a presumably 
smart, young, modem UCSD stu
dent has set me to thinking of the 
logic behind his statements, espe
cially surrounding the “choice” 
aspect of sexuality. I tend to agree, 
that if sexuality is a choice, there 
should probably be no special 
rights or concessions made for it.

I can’t help wondering about a 
few other things that this line of 
thinking brings up. What about the 
rights that heterosexuals are afford
ed in their choice? Student fees will 
pay for employees’ health coverage 
of spouses and offspring. What 
about the tax incentives for marry
ing someone of the opposite sex? 
What about inheritance laws and 
alimony?

I also wonder why, given a 
choice, wouldn’t there be more 
homosexuals? The homosexuals I 
know are mostly a fun and colorful 
bunch, creating wild arrays of art 
and literature and fashion and any 
other style or creation you can 
imagine. I have noticed that homo
sexual lifestyles seem to involve a 
great level of ambition and aesthet
ic goals. LGBT people are often 
quite successful, in great physical 
shape, have a healthy family life 
and choose helping careers or vol- 
unteerism to compensate for some 
of the oppression they may feel. 
Why wouldn’t more people want to 
be like that?

Why do people overwhelmingly 
choose heterosexuality with its 
fierce competition for affections, 
the seemingly insurmountable dif
ferences in the psychic make-up of 
males and females, the unwanted 
pregnancies and the looming, 
hopeless divorce rate, among other 
daunting travails? I must wonder if 
the letter writer is on to something 
when he writes. (Need I point out 
the fallacy of doing something 
because everybody is doing it?)

This sexuality choice needs to 
be spelled out clearly to a child 
growing up. Studies have shown 
that homosexuals have their first 
sexual adventure at an earlier age 
than their heterosexual counter
parts and (look it up, this is true) 
that gay males have larger penises. 
Isn’t this something that children 
should be told, along with the birds 
and bees? Guys? Help me out on 
this one.

Mr. Zurek is on to something 
here, something that no resource 
center is going to address What we 
really need is a whole new curricu
lum to teach and properly correct 
this oversight of private and public 
education. We must tell the world’s 
children — trekkies or not — that 
they have a choice and that hetero
sexuality may not be the wisest 
one.

Paul Stravinsky

Arena Questions Not 
to Be Taken Seriously
Editor:

I would like to address the con
cerns voiced by Aaron Brady here
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last week, particularly those 
regarding my comments in the 
Arena column. Brady articulates at 
length his objection to the fact that 
not all five colleges are consistent
ly and equally represented in 
Arena.

May I suggest that UCSD’s 
problems of representation are 
more likely to be found in the 
racial make-up of the student body 
than in the back pages of the 
Guardian (I am referring here to 
the under-representation of minori- ; 
ties, a problem made worse by the 
repeal of affirmative action poli
cies).

Second, I would like to address

Brady’s concerns about my com
ments. What I said in Arena is true 
— if someone is attacking you, you 
should be able to kick their ass! 
What’s wrong with that? I’m not 
saying I have a burning desire to 
immediately begin pounding the 
hell out of innocent people (any
way, I’m a total wimp. Mickey 
Mouse could probably whip my 
butt).

What I  am getting at here is that 
I think maybe Brady is taking 
things a little too seriously. Really, 
aren’t there more important things 
to worry about? Global warming? 
AIDS? Nuclear tests in India? I’m 
hot really losing any sleep over off- 
hand comments in Arena.

Let me explain my feelings 
about “ask Joe Q. Public” questions 
in newspapers. Someone asks you a 
silly question. You give them a silly 
answer. A nice young Canadian 
takes your picture and you’re on 
your way! I certainly never imag
ined innocent comments would 
cause anyone such grief and woe! I 
guess that’s because I’ve never 
taken these types of columns seri
ously. In addition to the high quali
ty graphic design, this “look how 
silly your fellow students are” fea
ture is one of the best things about 
the Guardian]

Finally, I would like to say to 
Aaron, if my comments offended 
or upset you in any way, I really am 
very sorry. But I would like to sug
gest, in the most non-aggressive, 
friendly, inoffensive let’s-have-a- 
beer-and-forget-about-it kind of 
way ... that you chill out.

Siobhan Kelley

Admissions Process 
Still In Question
Editor:

We appreciate the explanation 
of UCSD admissions policies out
lined in last Thursday’s Guardian 
(“Officials Discuss Admit 
Process,” May 21). However, sev
eral disturbing questions still 
remain unanswered.

Because AP classes are factored 
into the academic index, to what 
extent do students from wealthy 
high school districts receive unfair 
preferences? Statistics show that 
very few African-American and 
Chicano students take AP courses 
(e.g. Chemistry: 1 percent African 
American, 4 percent Latino vs. 54 
percent Asian, 40 percent 
Caucasian; Biology: 1 percent 
African American, 6 percent Latino 
vs, 47 percent Asian, 45 percent 
Caucasian) because underfunded 
high schools either do not offer 
such courses or do not have coun
selors who direct students into such 
courses.

If S. A.T. scores are overempha
sized, to what extent are under-rep
resented groups at a disadvantage? 
Recent research shows that S A.T. 
exams are not reliable predictors of 
academic success for Chicano/a 
and African-American students.

The UC system is presently 
considering proposals that would 
place less weight on standardized 
tests or automatically accept the 
top 4 percent of all California high 
schools. In our opinion, the “4 per
cent solution” ought to be seriously 

See LETTERS, Page 6
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FRIENDS:
Writer salutes 
nearest and dearest
Continued from page 4 
friend. When you think everyone’s 
out to get you, she assures they’re 
not; when you’re positive nobody 
cares what you think or feel, she 
reminds you that they might.

She’s wise beyond her years 
and never opens her mouth unless 
she knows what she’s about to say 
is the gospel truth — or at least it 
should be. She has the patience of 
a saint and the soul of an angel.

She never forgets your birthday 
and can’t wait to hear how it went. 
She’ll listen to every gory detail, 
and give you that look of pity that 
you need so badly. This selfless 
friend is possibly the hardest to 
come by, and certainly one of the 
most cherished.

Thank you, to my free psychol
ogist, for always caring about 
what’s going on, for always hav
ing a solution when I need one and 
for not giving me the answers 
when you know I can figure them 
out for myself. You truly are a 
wonder.

Let’s not forget the least-likely

friend. The one who jumps feet 
first into your life, fills the holes 
you didn’t think could be filled and 
then doesn’t want any credit for 
being the answer to your prayers. 
He’s brilliant and amazing and 
challenges you in so many ways.

He’s the newest friend but you 
feel like you’ve known him much, 
much longer. He comes along at 
precisely the right moment, and 
does exactly what you wanted with
out ever being told. He’s inspiring 
and beloved; he makes you feel 
important because he really cares 
and finds time for you when there 
probably shouldn’t be any.

You don ’ t want to, but you trust 
the least-likely friend immediately 
because he is so honest and 
straight-forward and you respect 
him so much. The least-likely is 
the one who makes you want to be 
a better person, because he shows 
you by example how rewarding 
the experience can be.

Thank you, to my least-likely 
friend, because I can never find 
enough wonderful things to say 
about you (and I’ll tell you all of 
them any day you ask); because 
you’ve left an indelible mark Of 
spirit in me (almost single-hand
edly renewing my faith that there

are still good people out there 
whom I haven’t met); because you 
simply impress me.

Last, yet certainly not least, 
there’s the roommate. Almost 
everyone’s got one and most of us 
don’t like him or her, but I do. After 
living together long enough, you 
feel like an old, married couple — 
you gripe about each other’s bad 
habits and call each other a pain-in- 
the-ass but you know when the 
chips are down, and everyone else 
is busy, she’ll be there, in the fresh
ly cleaned kitchen.

She’ll tell you the truth, even if 
you don’t want to hear it, because 
she knows that’s exactly what you 
need. She reminds you when 
you’re being a bitch. She also teas
es you incessantly about how 
wrong all the men in your life are, 
but it’s probably because she’s right 
and she’s just “getting your back.” 

She does good stuff, too. I 
mean, who else is gonna make you 
go Rollerblade when you’re tired 
and the sun’s not shining? Who 
else is gonna teach you how to eat 
right and make you feel moderate
ly guilty when you don’t? Who 
else is gonna lend you her clothes 
when yours have gotten too big? 
The roommate.

- The roommate provides an 
almost-unconditional-understand- 
ing-of-devotion that you some
times take advantage of; but you 
never forget, even for one minute, 
that you really do appreciate her.

Thank you, to my roommate, 
because I really do know that you 
are so much more than the other half 
of my rent check. I’ll never stop lov
ing you, even when I ’ve got my 
bitch-face on at the end of the day.

Sappy enough? I hope so. I 
hope everyone reading this under
stands how truly wonderful these 
friends of mine are, that these 
friends know beyond the shadow 
of a doubt who they are and that 
they believe every word I’ve said. 
These are the people who deserve 
a tribute, and this is the best way I 
know how — aside from trying to 
be as incredible a friend to each of 
these people as they are to me. I 
am truly lucky.

I ’d like to extend a thank you to 
my other close friends in random 
order: Guardian staffers Megan, 
Tabitha, Jessica, Jonah F., Walt, Kari 
and Ann; Chris, Scott and Gary; 
Randy, Anna, Tommy, Joe, Tony, 
Karim, Philly Joe, Terry S. and, o f 
course, Dora. Don’t forget to e-mail 
me aijessyca_wallace@hotmail.com

LETTERS:
Bias o f  AP courses 
skews admissions
Continued from page 5 
cohsidered. Maybe then UCSD 
will attain the kind of reafdiversity 
it claims to believe in.

Prof. Jorge Mariscal
UCSD Chicano/Latino Concilio 

Department o f Literature

Dynes Irresponsible 
In Newt Invitation

Editor:
Apparently, choosing a com

mencement speaker without stu
dent input is wrong — whether he 
is Clinton or Gingrich. But the way 
Chancellor Dynes tried to cover up 
his mistake just disgusts people. 
Gingrich has long been attacking 
public education and, certainly, he 
may be an active and effective 
advocate for private research uni
versities like Harvard and Stanford, 
but never for any UC or other pub
lic university.

Dynes said “one of the universi
ty’s most important functions is to 
serve as a forum for intellectual 
debates, airing of controversy and 
the discussion of dissident ideas.”

Graduation is not a day for 
debates! The commencement 
speech is not to be a “discussion of 
dissident ideas.” Gingrich is wel
come to come to UC at any day, 
any time, for a town hall debate or 
speech, but not on graduation as 
our commencement speaker.

While the chancellor claimed 
that Gingrich should have freedom 
of speech, the students, who stud
ied so hard for four years and paid 
huge tuition fees, did not even have 
the freedom or chance to raise their 
voices to indicate who we want as 
our commencement speaker.

Who’s graduating? Is the chan
cellor graduating? Is the adminis
tration graduating? No — students 
are graduating. And we are the peo
ple who have to pay $100,000 for 
this speaker. The chancellor had 
from Friday until Monday to 
decide whom to choose and he did
n’t ask the students for their opin
ion — he just e-mailed all of us a 
few days later.

The process by which 
Chancellor Dynes chose the com
mencement speaker is wrong — it 
is the indisputable truth, and he is 
trying to cover it up. This is the rea
son the staff was on strike — to 
reveal the truth to the public. Many 
faculty members risk their careers 
and promotions to tell the chancel
lor to his face that he is wrong. This 
is why students are missing their 
classes to protest, sit in, rally and 
go to a forum for which Dynes did 
not even show up. Newt Gingrich 
should be uninvited, or at least the 
graduating seniors should vote on 
this decision.

Gordon Chang

Hey! Yeah, you! 

Good-bye and

good luck
to all Guardian 

staffers,
outgoing and 

incoming alike.
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