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' Health benefits for same-sex domestic 
partners to become a reality in 1998
By Jan Jennings  
UCSD Times

Health care benefits for domestic 
partners of UC gay and lesbian em
ployees—first sought in 1981—are 
scheduled to become a reality in 1998.

In a tight 13—12 vote, with one 
abstention, the UC Board of Regents 
last month authorized UC President 
Richard C. Atkinson to extend health 
care benefits to long-term, commit
ted, same-sex domestic partners of 
UC employees over the age of 18 and 
also to an employee’s financially de
pendent sibling or parent who lives 
With the employee.

The dependents covered by the 
approved proposal are those who can
not legally marry the employee. V. 
Wayne Kennedy, UC senior vice presi
dent, Business and Finance, said a 
fact sheet is being prepared to an
swer questions regarding eligibility 
and will be issued to the university 
community early in 1998.
Working on tim e line

According to Michele French, UC 
director of Health and Welfare Ben
efits: “We are working on a time line 
now to determine when we can open 
healthcare enrollment for domestic 
partner benefits and when they will 
take effect. We hope to be more spe
cific in the early part of the year.”

Sarah Archibald, co-chair of the 
system-wide UC Lesbian, Gay, Bi
sexual and Transgender Association 
and a research associate in the De
partment of Psychiatry at UCSD who 
spoke at the regents’ meeting, said 
she is “elated and thrilled” by the 
approval of a proposal which has taken 
so many years to attain.

“This means respect and equitable 
treatment for all employees at the 
university,” Archibald said, “and tan
gible benefits to the partners. Next 
we would like to see approval of ac
cess to married housing for gay and 
lesbian students.”

The regents have ordered further 
study of the housing issue.
. UCSD Chancellor Robert C. Dynes 
said he is “excited about the approval

of this policy. The excellence of the 
university is based on the excellence 
of its faculty and staff, and this deci
sion further strengthens our ability 
to attract and retain high caliber 
employees.”
Resolves ‘sensitive’ issue

Rogers Davis, assistant vice chan- 
cellor, Human Resources, echoed 
Dynes feelings, adding that the re
gents’ action “resolved a very sensi
tive and difficult issue for the univer
sity. It also positions UC and UCSD 
correctly at the same competitive level 
with many of the most progressive 
and choice employers in the United 
States.”

Universities currently offering 
domestic partner benefits include 
S tanford , H arvard , Yale, MIT, 
Cornell, Columbia and Princeton.

The new UC policy means that by 
some time next year, an unknown 
number of university employees will 
be able to obtain medical, dental and 
vision care for same-sex partners and 
dependent siblings and parents at an 
estimated cost to the university of 
between $1.9 million and $5.6 mil
lion a year. The university currently 
spends $400 million a year on em
ployee health care.
Governor fought proposal

Though a triumph for the gay and 
lesbian community and educators and 
individuals who cite the good that 
will come in employee recruitment 
and retention, the proposal was a 
bitter pill for California Gov. Pete 
Wilson who said it would undermine 
the institution of marriage and lead 
to litigation regarding discrimination 
against unmarried, opposite-sex do
mestic partners.

Regent Ward Connerly, a staunch 
supporter of Wilson against affirma
tive action in 1995, stood ground for 
domestic partner benefits saying that 
he respects the institution of mar
riage, “but there are values that tran
scend marriage: the value of equal
ity, the value of individual liberty 
and the value of letting people pur
sue happiness on their own terms.”

Proceeds support scholarships

International Center’s Resale Shop 
offers bargains—holidays, every day
Looking for a spiffy holiday outfit at bargain-basement prices? Or 

perhaps a crock pot to cook that festive feast?
Bargains are the order of daily business at the UCSD International 

Center’s Resale Shop, operated by the Friends of the International Center 
and staffed by volunteers. All items are donated and proceeds from sales 
go toward scholarships for UCSD students going abroad or foreign stu
dents a t UCSD.

“At Christmas people come in for warm coats and scarves to go back 
East,” shop manager Joyce Dunn said. “I don’t think there is anything that 
hasn’t been in the shop. Of course, all kinds of clothes and household goods, 
but we’ve also had wedding dresses and bridesmaids dresses, boogie 
boards, wet suits and flippers, ice skates, ski gear, bowling balls, you name 
it.”
Approximately $20,000 raised for student scholarships

This year the Friends awarded $24,000 in scholarships, with the majority 
of the money (approximately $20,000) coming from the Resale Shop.

“This is the beauty of the shop,” International Center director Mary 
Dhooge said. “The items are donated by friends of the university and 
community who want to recycle them for a good cause. The donated items 
are bargains to the people who need and purchase them. Best of all, donated 
household items and clothes are recycled into scholarships for our stu
dents.”

The Resale Shop is located in a corner of the campus’s International 
Center along Library Walk and across from Center Hall. Hours are-10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Monday through Friday throughout the school year, with limited 
hours in the summer. It is open to the public.

The shop is readily spotted by the colorful racks of clothing at its 
courtyard entrance. Each month there are special tag items at half price 
and tag items at 50 cents.
Mini-department mart offers a wide selection

Inside the shop is a mini-department mart. Items range from five cents 
to 50 bucks. For a nickel you can buy a single earring if that’s your pleasure. 
A man’s sportcoat goes for $5 to $8, a Farberware rôtisserie for $20, and a
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Campus-based model school on track

Recommendations for improving o 
to underserved students get greer

Charles F. Kennel

New SIO director 
was executive vice 
chancellor and 
physicist at UCLA

Charles F. Kennel, a physicist and 
executive vice chancellor a t UCLA, 
has been appointed the ninth direc
tor of Scripps Institution of Oceanog
raphy and will assume duties early 
next year.

In addition to directing Scripps, 
Kennel will serve as UCSD vice chan
cellor of Marine Sciences, dean of the 
Graduate School of Marine Sciences, 
and a professor in the Scripps gradu
ate department. He succeeds Edward 
Frieman who retired from the position 
in August, 1996, and continues to serve 
as a Scripps research professor. Ocean
ography professor Wolfgang Berger 
has served as interim director.

“Charles Kennel is a stellar scien
tist who has made significant contri
butions to science policy at the na
tional level, which positions him well 
to provide strong leadership for ush
ering Scripps Institution into the 
next century of oceanographic re
search,” UCSD Chancellor Robert C. 
Dynes said.

Kennel said he is honored to serve 
“as director of the world’s greatest 
institution of its kind,” and said he 
assumes the position “with the full 
realization that its greatness lies in 
the intelligence, creativity and dedi
cation of its men and women.”

Kennel, 58, served as associate 
administrator for the National Aero
nautics and Space Administration’s 
Mission to Planet Earth Program, 
the world’s largest environmental 
science program, from 1994—1996. 
He taught physics at UCLA for 31 
years and was named executive vice 
chancellor last year. His research at 
UCLA focused on fundam ental 
plasma physics combined with space 
and astrophysics.

Kennel received a bachelor’s de
gree in astronomy from Harvard and 
a doctorate in astrophysical sciences 
from Princeton. He is a fellow of the 
American Association for the Ad
vancement of Science, the American 
Astronomical Society, the American 
Geophysical Union and the Ameri
can Physical Society.

Among his awards are NASA’s 
Distinguished Service Medal, the 
American Physical Society’s James 
Clerk Maxwell Prize and the Euro
pean Geophysical Society’s Hannes 
Alfven Medal.

By Denys Horgan 
UCSD Times Editor

An overwhelming majority of the 
representative assembly of the San 
Diego Division of the Academic Sen
ate has approved the recommenda
tions of a UCSD Task Force on K-12 
Outreach.

At a meeting held Nov. 25, the 
assembly voted 58-5 and gave the 
green light to a comprehensive set of 
recommendations for improving uni
versity outreach to underserved stu
dents. The package includes a cam
pus-based model school and expanded 
partnerships with local schools. 
CREATE is key ingredient

A key ingredient of the report is a 
recommendation that a Center for 
Research in Educational Equity, As
sessment and Teaching Excellence 
(CREATE) be established to coordi
nate all new and existing K-12 out
reach on campus and provide the 
academic and administrative leader
ship for a broad range of goals.

Following the assembly’s approval, 
UCSD Chancellor Robert Dynes is
sued a statement saying he was de
lighted “that we can continue to move 
forward with this bold initiative to 
build upon existing outreach efforts 
and increase UCSD’s role in the aca
demic preparation of students in our 
community.”

The task force was appointed by 
Dynes after the senate had turned 
down the idea of a charter school for 
the UCSD campus in June. With a 
mandate to explore ways of preparing 
a greater number of disadvantaged 
and underrepresented students for 
university-level education, the task 
force issued its report in September. 
Implementation report due

A team of faculty and administra
tors appointed by Dynes in Septem
ber and chaired by political science 
professor Peter Gourevitch has been 
planning ways to implement the task 
force’s recommendations and is ex
pected to submit its report this month. 
Now that the recommendations have 
been accepted by the senate, the ap
pointment of an outreach coordina
tor and the faculty members who will

constitute CREATE v 
the first steps to be ta'

This group will then 
gram with five p a rts .r

• Strengthening th< 
programs already foe 
reach, recruitment an 
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underrepresented stud

• Promoting partnei 
UCSD, the public scl 
community;

• Allocating three < 
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cational issues;
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grams offered by UCS'

• Establishing a m 
campus, comparable 
school as enabled by st 
nia legislation.
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for a university educai 
ego is far in advance of 
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he said. “The others a 
this campus to see wha
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Awards and Honors
Philosophy professor receives Cons 

Panunzio Distinguished Emeriti A
Avrum Stroll, professor emeritus 

in the Department of Philosophy, has 
been aw arded the  C onstan tine 
Panunzio D istinguished Em eriti 
Award. The award is given annually 
by the Constantine Panunzio Board 
of Trustees to a University of Cali
fornia professor emeritus or emerita 
for work in scholarship or other edu
cational service during any year after 
retirement. Stroll was recognized for 
philosophical research, involvement 
in undergraduate teaching and par
ticipation in NEH institutes.

UCSD associate professor of 
history Stephanie McCurry has won 
the Francis Butler Simpkins Award 
for her book, “M asters of Small 
Worlds: Yeoman Households, Gen
der Relations, and the Political Cul
ture of the Antebellum South Caro
lina Low Country” (Oxford Univer
sity Press, 1995). The award was 
given for the best book in Southern

history published in li  
This is the book’s fifth 

Elizabeth Santilla 
a consultant for Inter 
Public Service Progra 
Extension, has been se 
ticipate in the 1997-98 
can Fellows Program. £ 
time at the Universid; 
de Baja California dev 
gram she began at UC 
g ra ted  Cross-Bord 
Healthcare Education 
ship Network. Robson’s 
based on her role in est; 
an international center 
tension to provide trf 
fields of medicine, hea] 
ing and environmental ]

Rebecca E. Lytle Memorial Scholarship

Concert to benefit Marshall students
UCSD musician and Thurgood 

Marshall College provost Cecil Lytle 
will present an all-Chopin piano re
cital at, 3 ivrn Jan 18. 1998 in the

Fantasie Impromptu.”
The Rebecca E. Lytle Memorial 

Scholarship Fund was established in 
1995 with an initial contribution of

m



Individuals, groups 
rewarded for efforts 
in campus diversity

Eighteen individuals and seven 
campus groups received UCSD Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative Action and 
Diversity Awards in ceremonies Dec. 12 
at the Institute of the Americas.

The recipients were honored for their 
equal opportunity and affirmative action 
contributions to the UCSD community 
and workforce between May 1,1996 and 
Oct. 31,1997.

Campus awards—for which anyone 
on campus could have been nominated 
or could nominate another—went to 17 
recipients. Eight recipients were chosen 
by vice chancellors in varying disciplines.

Individual campus recipients include 
Rich Belmontez, assistant specialist, 
Environmental Health and Safety; Jorge 
Mariscal, associate professor of lit
erature; Jam es P. Lin, mathematics 
professor; Barry Niman, manager, 
Employee Rehabilitation Department; 
Steve Relyea, vice chancellor, Business 
Affairs; Patrick Velasquez, director, 
Office of Academic Support and Infor
mation Services; Edwina Welch, director, 
Cross Cultural Center; Brenda Gaffney, 
administrative assistant, ophthalmology; 
Sarah Archibald, research associate, 
psychiatry; Paul Harris, assistant library 
supervisor; Mark Freeman, adminis
trative assistant, Business and Financial 
Services; Lourdes Felix, assistant to the 
dean, School of Medicine; and Pnina 
Goldberg, senior architect, Facilities, 
Design and Construction.

Group campus recipients are the 
Chancellors Affirmative Action Advisory 
Committee’s Staff Sub-Committee, the 
Community Advocates for Disability 
Rights and Education’s board and con
sultants, the General Clinical Research 
Center at the School of Medicine, and the 
Homosexuality and Public Life Planning 
Committee.

Individual recipients selected by vice 
chancellors include Mark Cunningham, 
principal administrative analyst, Housing 
and Dining Services; Rick Podgorski, 
assistant vice chancellor for development; 
Jeff Steindorf, assistant vice chancellor 
for campus planning; Debbie McGraw, 
assistant dean of fiscal affairs, School of 
Medicine; and Dr. Sandra Daley, assis
tant dean of community outreach, School 
of Medicine.

Group recipients selected by vice 
chancellors are the Institute of Global 
Conflict and Cooperation; the Nimitz 
Marine Facility, Scripps Institution of 
Oceanography, and Student Financial 
Affairs.

Regents request 
$2.3 billion from,

CALE
A list of events at the University of California, San Diego

MUSIC if
Thursday, January 8
Percussion Perform ance, 8 p.m ., Recital Hall, 
Mandeville Center. Percussion recital by student 
Vanessa Tomlinson performing works by Vinko 
Globokar, Jean Charles Francois and Ulfar 
Haraldsson. She will also perform Stravinsky’s 
L’Histoire du  Soldat with performers from  the 
U C S D  community. Admission: general, $5; 
faculty/staff/students, $3. For information call 
534-4830.

Wednesday, Janu
Flute Recital, 8 p.m ., F 
Center. Student Lisa Ct 
and contem porary worl 
Debussy Trio. Admissioj 
staff/students, $3. For in

Thursday, Januar
Steve M orse and  Mar 
Masters, 8 p.m., Mandev

Cecil Lytle, pianist. All-Chopin piano recital. 
See Music, Jan. 18.

ONGOING EVENTS
“Pier Review,” Toastmasters, noon, room  114, 
Administration Building, Scripps Institution o f 
Oceanography. Every Tuesday. For information 
call 534-0961.

Tours o f  U C SD , 2 p.m ., Gilm an Inform ation 
Pavilion. Mini-van tours offered first and third 
Sundays o f each m onth. Van for handicapped is 
available upon request. Ninety-m inute walking 
tours offered on second, fourth and fifth Sundays. 
Reservations are required. For inform ation call 
534-4414.

RIM AC EVENTS
Admission fees are charged. For dates, times, fies and  
other infirm ation call534-4037.

Private Wellness, Personal Training and Private 
Massage.

Sunday, January 18
T h ird  A nn u a l Rebecca E. Lytle M em orial 
Scholarship C oncert, 3 p.m ., U C SD  Faculty 
Club, M uir College. An all-Chopin piano recital 
performed by UCSD music professor Cedi Lytle. 
Admission is $25 per person. Part o f the donation 
is tax deductible. For information call 534-0876.

Monday, January 19
M a rtin  L u th e r K ing Jr. M em orial C oncert, 
8 p.m., Mandeville Auditorium. U CSD  Gospel 
Choir will perform in honor o f slain civil rights 
leader M artin  Luther King Jr. For information 
call 534-4830.

HEALTH/WELLNESS
Tuesday, January 13
A n Answer to  Your Sltin Care Problems, 2 p.m., 
Wellstrong, La Jolla Marriott. Ann Mintle, director 
o f  Derma-Care, will speak. For reservations call 
597-6349 by Jan. 9.

Barrueco and Morse tear 
guitar playing. Barrueco 
old Spanish masters to B 
Morse is a seven-time Gra 
member o f the Dixie D  
$20; faculty/staff/ senior; 
information call 534-40

Wednesday, Dece
U C SD  Staff Appreciate 
Foyer, Bookstore, Price 
call 534-7323.

U C SD  Staff Associatio 
Breakfast, 7 -9  a.m ., Ba 
Center. A holiday breakf 
Santa fill his sleigh by br 
toy for the children at thi 
C anned food and non- 
collected. Contact Bonr 
or Paul DeW ine at 534- 
sion: $4 in advance; $4 .‘ 
tional information call 5

SPORTS
Basketball is p layed in the Arena a t RLMAC and  
sw im m ing an d  diving meets are a t Canyonview  
p o o l Admission to basketball games: general, $4; 
students, $2, UCSD students, free, a n d  children 
under 12, $1. Swim m ing an d  diving meets are 

free. For information call534-4211.

Wednesday, December 17

Sunday, January 4
Menus Basketball: UCSD vs. John Carroll University, 
7 p.m.

Tuesday, January 6
W omens Basketball: UCSD vs. W hittier College, 
7 p.m.

Friday, December
Santas Polar Sdence Lai 
Birch Aquarium at Scrij 
ography. Continues thn 
ocean and land animals 
N o rth  and South Pole 
science program include 
and exhibits. Included v 
adults, $7.50; seniors, $( 
For information call 53'

Men’s Basketball: U CSD  vs. Occidental College, 
6 p.m.

W om ens Basketball: U C SD  vs. University o f 
Wisconsin-Oshkosh, 8 p.m.

Thursday, December 18
Mens Baskedrall: UCSD vs. Point Loma Nazarene 
College, 7 p.m.

Saturday, December 27
M«i’c RocU*kol1- T TPCn ,7C Mlrllonrl T „fkpnn

Thursday, January 8
Womens Basketball: UCSD vs. Ottawa University, 
7 p.m.

Friday, January 9
W om en’s Sw im m ing and Diving: U C SD  vs. 
UCLA, Texas A  &  M , 3:30 p.m.

M en’s Basketball: La Jolla Classic (Point Loma, 
Southern California College, Robert Morris),

Saturday, Deceml
W hale W atching w ith  
educational w intertim i 
Aquarium  at Scripps n; 
whale watching cruises 
gray whales as theymigr; 
feeding grounds to the 
California for breeding 
D ec 28 and Jan. 3 ,4 ,1 0  
prices and reservations, ■



UC Regents Vote To 
Approve Domestic Partners

By Joe Cavan
For U pdate

LOS ANGELES—At a November hear
ing before the University of California 
Board of Regents, Gerald Lowell, a se
nior administrator within the University 
of California, found himself voicing the 
urgency for the state-wide system to adopt 
Domestic Partnership Benefits.

In a tense 13-12 vote, the UC Board of 
Regents defied Governor Wilson and 
chose to pass the proposal. The benefits 
entitled the partners of Gay and Lesbian 
employees of the nine campus Univer
sity of California system to similar health 
care benefits currently offered to their 
heterosexual counterparts.

Proponents of the proposal argued the 
lack of such benefits have affected the 
University’s ability to recaiit and retain fac
ulty, staff and graduate students.

The benefits will also apply to family 
members living together and financially in
terdependent, but forbidden by state law to 
marry—for instance, an adult son taking care 
of his mother, regardless of his sexual ori
entation. There will be an open enrollment 
session in foe upcoming spring. The UC 
projects up to two percent of it’s roughly 
130,000 employees will sign up. Adminis
trators estimate that foe cost of providing 
medical, dental and vision care to same sex 
couples will add $1.9 to $5.6 million more 
per year to foe roughly $400 million foe 
university already spends annually on health 
benefits for its workers.

Prior to foe November vote, Lowell was 
one of foe 25 memloers who spoke to foe 
Regents. Other employees, students and 
activists from various campuses also ad
dressed foe regents.

In speaking to foe Regents about he and 
his partner of 17 years, Lowell, foe highest 
ranking openly Gay official within foe UC 
system, said “We are second class citizens 
working in an environment of inequity,

treated unfairly by a first-rate institution, be
cause we are two Gay men, rather than a 
man and a woman. While responsible for 
each other's, finances, while owning prop
erty together, and while sharing in each 
other’s joys and sorrows, we are not able to 
realize foe full range of benefits available to 
heterosexual faculty, staff and students.”

Opponents of foe bill expressed their 
disapproval of foe benefits b^ citing per
sonal, legal, moral and cost issues to con
sider. In a letter dated November 18 to UC 
Regents, Governor Wilson argued benefits 
for homosexual employees would devalue 
foe status of marriage and put foe state in a 
position where heterosexual employees 
could sue because they would be ineligible 
to receive such benefits. He wrote, “If you 
wish to spotlight foe University of California 
as a role-model for undemiining marriage 
and destabilizing families, adopting a policy 
that treats unmarried domestic partnerships 
as foe equivalent of marriage is foe way to 
do it.” By granting same sex couples lien- 
efits, according to Wilson foe state would 
have to grant unmarried heterosexual 
couples similar “special” benefits.

In doing so, Wilson insisted the insti
tution of marriage and family would be 
devalued. In addition, Wilson wrote, “in 
the worse case scenario,” an employee’s 
partner would be eligible for the state’s 
Med-ical program if they did not have 
health insurance.

In support of Wilson’s caution not to 
discriminate against heterosexual couples, 
Regent Tom Sayles stated it was “like hav
ing a statute that protects Black people 
but ignores Latinos.”

For Lowell, the benefits means more 
than just getting health benefits for his 
partner of over l6years, who is also em
ployed by the university, it means getting 
the respect he deserves. “It is a powerful 
statement when an institution makes its 
employees feel inferior.” He adds, “it’s a 
joy to believe in who you are.”
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Summit Shows Minori
ties Hardest Hit By HIV

LOS ANGELES — Despite an over
all downward turn in local AIDS death, 
more local residents living with HIV 
are becoming concentrated among L. A. 
County Latinos and African-Americans, 
according to testimony presented at the 
recent AIDS Summit on HIV among 
local ethnic and racial minorities.

“We’ve known for a while that the 
majority of local AIDS cases are in com
munities of color, especially Latinos and 
African-Americans, ” said Cesar Portillo, 
of AIDS Healthcare Foundation. “Evi
dence at the Summit confirmed an over
all decrease locally in death from AIDS, 
but also an increasing total number of 
persons living with HIV as well as a 
growing proportion of HIV infections 
in communities-of color.”

Los Angeles County epidemiologist 
Peter Kerndt concurs. “Recent declines 
in AIDS cases and deaths obscure the 
fact that the number of the person liv
ing with HIV/AIDS is actually increas
ing.” Kerndt stated that local AIDS cases 
declined 33 percent in the first six 
months of 1997 compared to the same 
period in 1996 while deaths declined 
56 percent. But he also reported that 
Africans-Americans and Latinos now 
account for 54 percent of all new AIDS 
cases, up from 25 percent in 1985.

“The epidemic is most heavily con
centrated in low income populations,” 
reported Kerndt, with an estimated 
40,000 county residents estimated alive

with HIV and 2,000 new infections 
yearly.

On the bright side, Congresswoman 
Maxine Waters recently announced the 
allocation of $1 million in new federal 
funds earmarked for an aggressive and 
innovative AIDS treatment initiative in 
Los Angeles.

At a recent press conference, Wa
ters outlined her role in helping shep
herd the allocation from the United 
States Healthcare Finance Administra
tion (HCFA) through the Washington 
political process and spoke of how 
many people living with HIV in South
ern California will benefit from the new 
program these funds will support.

The new funds Waters has helped 
allocate will help provide funds for 
AIDS Healthcare Foundation to spear
head its new S.T.A.R.T. Program (Suc
cess Through Anti-Retroviral Treat
ment).

The START Program will adapt and 
convert some under-utilized hospice 
beds at AHF’s two houses for people 
with AIDS to an intensive, short-term 
residential program for people with 
non-medical risks (i.e. homelessness, 
poverty or other possible impediments 
to developing proper adherence to 
complex, yet highly successful com
bined drug therapies for AIDS).

L.A. Shanti Seeking Volunteers
LOS ANGELES — L.A. Shanti is in need 

of volunteers to provide emotional support 
and education to people affected, by HIV 
and AIDS. .

Volunteers have a choice of working on 
a variety of innovative programs. They can 
facilitate support groups, provide AIDS edu
cation, help out at free weekend seminars 
for people with HIV or conduct community

outreach. Shanti will hold its next volunteer 
facilitator training on January 24,25 and 31, 
1998.

In 1998 Shanti will be celebrating its 15 
year.

To register for the training, call Shanti at 
(213) 962-8197 x331 or(818) 90841849 x331 
by January 21. .

Making San Diego safe*for children... 
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to resolve their conflicts for the and thank you for your past

sake of the children. support.

2870 Fourth Avenue, Suite 100 • San Diego, CA 92103 
Phone 619.294.9852 • FAX 294.8644 

http://www. re a I so I u t i on s.o rg

http://WWW.gaywired.com/artoftravel/
http://www


A-10

North County Center Celebrates First Birthday

The Lesbian and  Gay Men's Community Center as it appeared in 1976 in Golden 
Hills. It sure has grown, including now a  North County site, which this month cel
ebrates its one year anniversary. Photo Pat Burke

By F redric B all
A s s is ta n t  E d i to r

SAN D IE G O — W here does the 
tim e go?

O ne year ago this m onth  The 
Lesbian an d  Gay M en’s C om m u
nity  C en te r o p e n e d  th e ir  N orth  
County satellite location nestled  in 
the hills o f  San M arcos.

The doors o p en e d  on  D ecem 
b er 2, says p rogram  co o rd in a to r 
Cheli M oham ed, just to see w here  
the glitches w ere, w ith  the official 
g rand  o p en in g  in early  January .

G litches taken  care of, their first 
year has go n e  w ell. “Things are 
m oving along  w o n d erfu lly ,” says 
M oham ed, “T hough  I ’m p robab ly  
b ia sed .”

“T here are a lot o f p eo p le  w ho 
are exc ited  ab o u t The C enter in 
North C oun ty ,” re la tes executive 
d irec to r K aren M arshall. “I th ink  
that I w as h o p in g  for m ore activ 
ity in som e areas o f The C enter, 
b u t th a t ’s b u ild in g  slow ly . But 
pu tting  that in to  p erspective , that 
is N orth C ounty for y o u .”

M oham ed says the key to the 
successful op era tio n  is listening to 
an d  see k in g  th e  v iew s o f th e ir  
c o m m u n ity .  T h is  h a s  b e e n  
ach ieved  th ro u g h  their tow n hall 
m eetings (th e ir first being  last O c
to b er) , “W here p e o p le  can  step  
forw ard  and  tell us w hat they  like

and  w hat they are frustrated  w ith .”
“The p eo p le  w ho are involved 

w ith  T he C en ter love it and  the 
m any w h o  co m m en t on  it have 
giyen it rave review s for being such 
a resource. It’s'fexciting to know that 
there  is a need  in this area and that 
w e are able to  fill that n ee d ,” adds 
M arshall.

O ne th ing that M oham ed points 
to in the North C ounty’s com m u

n ity  c o h e s iv e n e s s  o v e r  r e c e n t  
m onths w as the N ational Gay and 
L e sb ia n  T ask  F o r c e ’s C re a tin g  
C hange C onference that cam e to 
San D iego last m onth.

“A handful of our vo lunteers par
tic ipated  and  w ere able to see the 
nationw ide scope of the Gay and 
Lesbian com m unity. It w as very in 
spiring for them  to know  that they 
are part o f  the second  o ldest and

third  largest Gay and  Lesbian C en
ter in the co u n try .”-'

To ce leb ra te  their one-year an n i
versary, The C enter has a m onth  o f  
activities p lanned .

Op T uesday, January  6 The Cen
ter will offer a H appy B irthday C en
te r Bingo w ith a baby them e from 
7:00 to 9:00 p.m . During the evening 
candy pacifiers and  o th er gifts will 
be h anded  out. T he cost is $10 for 
the first pad  o f Bingo cards and  $5 
for add itional pads. Jack p o ts total 
$550 and  you must be over 18 to 
play.

K eep in g  up  w ith  th e  b ir th d ay  
them e, as part of the festivities in 
January , The C enter has o rgan ized  
a fundra iser that will allow  p eo p le  
to con trib u te  to The C enter via the 
p u rc h a se  o f p a c if ie rs  ($5 ), baby  
rattles ($10), baby bo ttle  ($15) and- 
“O ur Security B lanket” ($20). These 
donors will receive recogn ition  of 
th e ir  c o n t r ib u t io n  th ro u g h  T h e  
C en ter’s C om m em orative First Year 
Program , to b e  d istribu ted  at their 
b irthday  party , to be held  on  Jan u 
ary 21 ,0  998.

O n Sunday, January  11, The C en
ter North County will hold their first- 
ever com m unity potluck d inner w ith 
a “South o f th e ,b o rd e r” M exican fi
esta d in n er at 2:00 p.m.

The C enter North C ounty’s offi-

See BIRTHDAY, Page A-13

Naked Arsonisffound Guiltfpf Third Strike
By N ea l P u tn am
F o r  U p d a te

SAN DIEGO— A Gay ex h ib i
tio n is t w ho  w as  the  n o to rio u s 
“C la ire m o h t a r s o n is t” in  the , 
1980s faces 25 -years-to -life  in 
p riso n  a fte r a jury fo u n d  him  
guilty  o f in d ecen t ex p o su re  at 
th e  C o n v en tio n  C en ter d u rin g  
th e  C om ic C o n  In te rn a t io n a l  
C onvention  w h en  he  ran  naked  
dow n th e  stairs just days afte r 
he w as re leased  from  j a i l i j

After only tw o h ours o f d e 
lib era tio n s,.; a ju ry  la s t w e e k  

.found R obert Fanning, 48, guilty 
o f  the lo n e  charge, w h ich  is a 
fe lo n y  b e c a u se , F a n n in g  h as  
b een  conv icted  o f in d ecen t ex
p o su re  before. He la te s  the long 
prison term  as a “third'Strike” de
fe n d a n t b e c a u se  h e  w as^con- 
v icted  o f  38 co u n ts  o f  a rso n  in 
3 984. J u ro rs  h e a rd  ̂ te s tim o n y  
ab o u t F ann ing ’s hab it o f stro ll
ing nu d e  Jn fron t of h ies .

S an  D ieg o  S u p e r io r  C o u rt 
Ju d g e  Laura Palm er H am m es set 
sen ten c in g  for January  26 at the 
end  o f th e  tw o-day  trial; Fanning 
w as paro led  from  prison  in 1994, 
bu t was jailed several tim es since 
b ecau se  he w as arrested  for ex-

po sin g  h im self in public. Fanning 
had  only b een  free  th ree days be* ' 
fore b e in g  arrested  a t the C onven
tion  C entei on July  17 at the 28th 
C om ic-C on In te rn a tio n a l C onven
tion  ' /f* / ; .

T h e  ju ry v ih ad  to  d e te r m in e ,  
;Fanning® $hten t w h en  he ex posed  
h im se lf as  h is  a tto rn e y , R ichard  
Castellanos, conceded  his client was 
seen  n u d e  an d  runn ing  d ow n  the 
staiis by  security  guards. “W alking 
a ro u n d  .naked is n o t enough . It re 
q u ire s  an o th er elem ent— in ten t,” ar
gued  C astellanos. The issue jurors 
dec ided  w as th a t Fanning exposed  
him self for sexual gratification rather 
th an  a sp o n tan eo u s prank  as his at- 
to rney  argued . w  \

T o ' p rd v e  F a n n in g ’s in ten tio n s , 
.D epu ty"D istric t A tto rney  C handra 
■ K ess  1 e f e c i f f e d  w i tn e s s e s  fro m  
F anning’f  4984 arson  cases in w hich 
F anning  w as seen  m asturbating to 
w ards a - f ire ^ n d  a “£996 inciden t in 
w h ich  w idow  ane||>the'rs in North 
Park  kaW hint run n in g  naked  in  an 
* aj ley / £ a s  te  11 a  ri o s ld n s  u  c c e ss fu 1 ly 
u rg e d  jurors fo d isregard  testim ony

say in g  th e
p ro sec tito r “Hud to  reach  b ack  -to 
1984” b e c a u se  th e re  w a s  no  ev i
d ence o r statem ents by Fanning as 
to w hy he w as caught naked  a t the

convention.
“Why was he do ing  it? We can 

look at w hat h ap p en ed  in  July to 
w hat h e ’s d o n e  in the p as t,” said 
th e  p ro se cu to r in c losing  a rg u 
m ents. “He chose th e  C onvention 
Center^ during  b road  daylight in 
one of the biggest conventions. He 
chose a very public p lace at a very 
public tim e.” | | | | |  j |

“He just .wanted to  be  naked  in 
front o f everybody, for his p lea- j 
su ie. not Y nude beach It’s not 
a p lace  w h e re  o n e  w o u ld  p lay  
nude volleyball. He chose a p lace 
of prim e viewing. He w an ted  to 
parade a ro u n d /,a rg u e d  Kessler, 

Police officers w h o  o b se rv ed  
Fanning m asturbate tow ards a fire 
ring in 1994 at M ission Bay testi
fied about his pattern . At the tim e, 
F anning w as vfith an  in form ant 
w ho earlier accom pan ied  him  to 
a  Gay b a th h o u se  Where h e . con- 
fe ssed to  h e in g th e /C k ire m o n t ar-

“H e w o u id  d ance aro u n d  the 
fire ring an d  ̂ ejaculate in to  the 
f i r e /  said re tired  "officer D ennis 
Lobe. „ '*I I I 1:  v ■ - p

After F anning’s  a tto rney  q u es
tioned w hether Lobe an d  o th er of-

; See GIJILTY, Page A~13

MCC North 
County Says 
Happy 
Birthday, 
Jesus

SAN MARCOS— MCC in the 
country  h o sted  a “H appy Birth
day , J e su s !” w o rsh ip  s e rv ic e / 
Christm as party  at 11:00 a.m. 
D ecem ber 21. Please bring a gift 
(u n d e r $5).

A c a n d le l ig h t  s e r v ic e  is 
p lan n ed  for 10:30 p.m. Christ
mas E ve/H annukah , on D ecem 
ber 24. Special m usic will be 
p rovided .

B eg in n in g  Ja n u a ry  4, 1998 
they will have one service only, 
at 10:00 a .m .o n  Sundays, and  
b ib le  s tu d y  on  W e d n e sd a y s . 
C h ild ren ’s Sunday school is also 
p lanned .

E veryone is w elcom e at all 
services. MCCIC m eets at The 
Center (150 Val Preda, suite 207) 
in San M arcos.For add itional in 
form ation  p lease  call (619) 282- 
8488, or (760) 724-0163.



A Packed House At Update's Town Hall

Tony Valenzuela (left) ancl A lex Garner (right) defending their position on 
’harebacking’'a t Updates town hall last ¡reek. Photo— Joe Cavan

By Fredric Ball
A s s is ta n t  E d ito r

SAN DIEGO — “If my p artners 
knew  they w ere H IV -positive, and 
know ingly had sex w ith me w ithou t 
rev ea lin g  th e ir sta tu s, I say they  
should  he hung up by their ba lls .”

These strong w ords cam e from a 
23-year-old HlV^posidve corporal in 
the U.S. M arine Corps last Tuesday, 
D ecem ber 16 at an U p d a tes  p an - 
so re d  to w n  hall 
m eeting. T he.cor
poral was one o f 
f d u r  p a n e 1 i s ts  
w ho led a d iscus
s io n  on  u n p r o 
te c te d  sex . T he 
event grew  out of 
an article p rin ted  
two w eeks ago by 
this paper.' The article’s headline was 
th e  n a m e  g iv e n  to  th e  fo ru m , 
“Barebacking in the ’90s.” The o ther 
p a n e l i s t s  in c lu d e d  b o th  T o n y  
V alenzuela and  Alex G arner, two 
H IV -positive Gay m en w ho adm it 
having had u n p ro tec ted  sex since 
learning of their HIV status. The last 
panelist was Dr. John  H arrison, a

p h y sic ian  o f in te rn a l m ed ic ine  at 
Kaiser P erm an en te .

The issue has been  a hot topic re
cently, partly  due to a lleged  s ta te 
m ents m ade by V alenzuela at the 
recent “H om osexuality  in Public Life 
C onference” last m onth  at UCSD. A 
num ber o f those in a tten d an ce  felt 
he w as advocating  u n p ro tec ted  sex.

A cco rd in g  to L inda B essem er, 
p re s id e n t o f P aren ts , Fam ily and  
F r ie n d s  o f  L e s b ia n s  artcl G ay s 

(PFLAG), in a 
le tter she w rote 
to  th e  '■ G ay 
p r e s s , 
Valenzuela said, 
“It is o k ay  to 
h a v e  u n p r o 
te c te d  se x  
w h e th e r you or 
your p artn e r is 

HIV -infected o r not because  it is the 
only w ay you can ex p e rien ce  the 
sp iritual aspects of sexua lity .’’

Not true, says V alenzuela. “My 
d iscussion  at UCSD w asn ’t advocat
ing u n p ro tec ted  sex .”

Instead , said  V alenzuela, he was

See TOWN HALL, Page A -17

‘There are large numbers of men 
who don’t know they are passing on 
HIV. When I put myself at risk, I 
knew what I was doing.” — H IV 
positive activist, Alex Garner

Kehoe Gets A  
Christmas Present

Ch vistine Kehoe, candidate fo r  the 49th 
Congressional District.

By Harry McCann
F or U p d a te

SAN DIEGO— Confirm ing recent 
Update reports, the H um an Rights 
Campaign (HRC) has endorsed Chris
tine Kehoe for Congress in the 49th 
District. The HRC endorsed incumbent 
Brian Bilbray in 1996.

In a December 17 press release HRC 
political director Winnie Stachelberg 
called Kehoe, “A fantastic public ser
vant.”

The week continued well for Kehoe 
who three clays later was endorsed by 
the Gay and Lesbian Victory Fund. Vic
tory Fund executive director Brian 
Bond noted in that announcem ent that 
the incum bent was considered vulner
able. “The district’s history and recent

See KEHOE, Page A-17
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Landmark Decision In New Jersey
any child to he raised by same-sex par-NEWARK, N.J. — Gay rights advo

cates hailed a “landm ark” settlem ent 
app roved  last W ednesday allow ing 
Gay and unm arried couples in New 
Jersey the right to jointly adopt chil
dren, asserting it makes the state the 
first in the nation to put such couples 
on equal footing with married couples.

While it applies only to children un
der the state’s custody, activists said 
it will streamline the adoption process 
tor Gay and- unm arried couples and 
provide perm anen t hom es to m ore 
children now in foster care.

The agreem ent by New Jersey au
thorities came in a class-action law
suit brought in June by Gay unci Les
bian families with the assistance of the 
American Civil Liberties Union.

In about half the states, including 
New Jersey, each individual in a Gay 
or unm arried relationship could adopt 
a child, but the “second-parent” adop
tion required an additional petition, 
taking m ore time an d  money.

Florida and  New H am pshire bar

adoptions by Gay and Lesbians. The 
rest o f the states allow individual 
adoption by Gays and have not been 
tested for second-parent adoptions by 
a Gay partner, said 
Michael Adams, a 
staff attorney with 
the ACLU’s Lesbian 
a n d  G a y  R ights 
Project.

“New Jersey  is 
the first state in the 
country to agree to 
treat Gay and un
m a rr ie d  c o u p le s  
the same as married couples,” Adams 
said.-

The settlem ent was flayed by con
servatives, including state Assembly
woman Marion Crecco (R-Ess ex) who 
said,„“I think it’s a sad commentary. I 
think every child deserves to grow 
up with a m other and father. It’s a 
very natural thing. It’s not something 
we are pulling out of a hat.”

“I think it’s very, very unfair for

ents, ’ said Crecco, prime sponsor of a 
bill banning same-sex marriage that has 
not yet made it to the Assembly floor.

Robert Knight, 
d ire c to r  o f c u l
tural studies for 
th e  F am ily  R e
search Council, a 
W ashington think 
tank, called  the 
settlem ent “a vic
to ry  fo r h o m o 
sex u a l ac tiv ism  
arid a defeat for 

children already bruised in life and in 
need of an intact, committed husband- 
and-wife family.”

“Placing a child in a household, that 
by design, lacks a father or a mother, 
places a child at a severe disadvantage, 
regardless of the parenting abilities of 
the adoptive parents,” Knight said.

He was also critical of allowing un
m arried couples to adopt, asserting, 
“That’s a pretty strong signal that the

household  lacks the com m itm ent to 
a perm anent marital relationship that 
affords a child The most security.” 

Under the settlem ent, the state Di
vision of Youth and Family Services 
m ust scrap its policy barring joint 
adoption of its w ards by Gay or un
m arried couples.

It may deny consent to them  only 
by applying the same standards it ap
plies to m arried couples, including 
“considerations such as the stability 
of the prospective adoptive coup le’s 
relationship,” the settlem ent said.

In addition, it allows any Gay or 
unm arried couple w ho believe they 
are denied joint adoption based on 
marital status or sexual orientation to 
ask a state judge to enforce the de
cree and  award them  legal fees.

This gives the agreem ent teeth, 
said Kate Kendell, executive director

See DECISION, Page A-4

“Experience has shown that Gay 
and Lesbian people make won
derful, loving parents, and that 
children in these families fare as 
well as children raised by hetero
sexual parents.” —  Vickie Riggs, 
Lambda Families

Gay Unity Threatens To 
Divide Casper Campus

CASPER, W yom ing — The display 
o f s tick ers  d e n o tin g  sy m p ath y  to 
Gay studen ts  on the doors o f som e 
faculty offices at C asper College may 
en d  o f d iv iding the cam pus, a pro-: 
fessor said.

A bout 70 o f the co lleg e’s 330 full
time staff m em bers partic ip a ted  vol
untarily  in an hour-long  session  d e 
signed  to  sensitize them  to “lifestyle 
issu es .”

Faculty w ho a tten d ed  the session 
w ere offered stickers show ing an in
verted  p ink triangle in a circle to in 
d ic a te  Gay, L esb ian , B isexual o r 
T ransgender studen ts  are w elcom e 
in th e ir office.

Robert Carlson, a hum anities p ro 
fessor, has w ritten  a le tte r to co l
lege p resid en t Leroy S trausner d is
cussing the program .

“(P eop le) th ink it will div ide the 
faculty in a w ay that w ill be harm 
ful to the institu tion ,” Carlson wrote. 
“T he issu e  o f sex u a l o r ie n ta tio n , 
w hich underlies this program  is very 
co n tro v e rs ia l... each side will resent 
the o th er s id e .”

Carlson said faculty w ho do not 
d isplay  the triangle may a p p e a r to 
be uncaring  and tinkintl;-'--

If the situation  becom es a  p ro b 
lem , the  ad m in is tra tio n  will h o ld  
m eetings, said Strauser. He also said 
no one else has com e forw ard to talk 
abou t it.

“It’s one o f those  th ings w here  
there w as som e sense  ... that m ight 
suggest that those  w ho did n o t have 
stickers w ere in som e sense  b ig o ts ,” 
S trauser said.

The co llege has held  sim ilar ses
sions on m inorities, age differences, 
and  d isab ilities . The n ex t session  
will focus on native Am ericans.

Gay Priest Refuses To 
Take Celibacy Vow

SAN FRANCISCO—He hardly looks 
the part of a renegade, this clean-cut 
pastor who hums to himself as he 
walks through the sanctuary of his tiny 
church with his black lab Murphy trot
ting at his side.

But there is something about the 
Reverend Jeff Johnson that many 
church leaders would rather you didn’t 
know—something that led them to 
reject Johnson and the 55 members at 
San Francisco’s First United Lutheran 
Church.

Johnson is openly Gay. He also re
fuses to take a vow of celibacy. And 
that is unacceptable in the eyes of the 
leaders of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America—and the majority 
of faiths, Christian and otherwise, in 
this country and many others.

“As far as they’re concerned, I no 
longer exist,” says Johnson, one of a 
growing number o f pastors who are 
challenging their charches’ stances on 
homosexuality.

Leaders in many faiths are struggling 
with this question: what does it mean 
to be Gay or Lesbian and a person of 
faith?

The question seems particularly pre
carious; when applied to pastors and 
rabbis.

“Twenty or 30 years ago the bold 
move would have been for a white 
church to hire a black pastor,” says Rita 
Nakashima Brock, a religious expert 
and director of the Bunting Institute at 
Radcliffe College in Massachusetts. 
“These days, it’s the church that hires " 
an openly Gay or Lesbian pastor that 
is scrutinized.”

Until recently, it was the norm for 
Gay and Lesbian men, both pastors and

parishioners, to hide their sexuality or 
to leave their faiths altogether.

’These days, a very few Gay and Les
bian pastors—in the United Church of 
Christ, M etropolitan Com m unity 
Church and some reformed Jewish 
synagogues—have the church’s bless
ing to be openly Gay without requir
ing celibacy.

Other pastors and rabbis aje will- 
ing to come out to their congregations. 
But the majority maintain a “don’t-ask- 
don’t-teU” policy with the higher ups, 
knowing that divulging too much 
would have swift and costly conse
quences.

Even those who consider them
selves the equivalent of married rarely 
tell their bishops or other church el
ders.

“If I came out publicly — for ex
ample, in the press — I would be • 
f ired,” says one Protestant pastor, who 
doesn’t hide her long-term relationship 
with a woman from her San Francisco 
congregation and peers, but has not 
discussed it with church leaders.

Living openly has not always been 
easy for the 35-year-old Johnson and 
his church without moral — not to 
mention financial — support of the 
greater Lutheran church. They receive 
financial support from a Washington- 
based nonprofit that supports Gay and 
Lesbian Lutheran pastors!

But, if they have any regrets over 
supporting him, his parishioners don’t 
say so.

He is who he is, and we love him 
for it,” says 75-year-old May Vignola 
says of “Pastor Jeff;” known as much 
for his ready laugh as his ability to

See CELIBACY, Page A-4
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Town Hall Lener

Let’s Keep Up The DialogueClarification
There has been some question, 

regarding the accuracy of the fol
lowing quote that appeared in our 
December 10 issue regarding un
protected anal intercourse

“It’s an informed decision 1 have 
made that isn’t in anyway unhealthy 
for me,” —  Tony Valenzuela.

It is our general policy to record 
all interviews, as was the case in 
this instance. Upon review of the 
audio tape, we are confident in the 
accuracy of our reporting.

We thank those w ho expressed 
concern over the accuracy of our 
materials. While in this instance nei
ther the statement nor its context 
was wrong, we do appreciate be
ing notified w hen errors have oc
curred. As a Community newspaper 
we serve our readers and are always 
grateful for their concern.
Roman J im enez  
Editor
UpdateEd@aol.com

D ear Editor,
Tuesday n igh t’s Town M eeting at 

th e  M e tro p o l i ta n  C o m m u n ity  
C hurch in San D iego co n cern in g  
barebacking  (unpro tec ted  anal sex) 
was anti-clim actic at best. Although 
certain  partic ipan ts w ere cha lleng
ing such points as: “W here is the 
p ro o f that HIV lead to AIDS?: there 
seem ed to be synergy around  the 
d ialogue that was taking place. It 
was a d ialogue m otivated  by dif
feren t agendas to be sure w ith the 
desired  result being self-em pow er
m ent th rough  know ledge and the 
hope that the AIDS pandem ic will 
see a dw indling rate o f infection.

The p refaced  views of the panel 
w ere p red ic tab le . The m arine cor
p o ra l an d  Dr. H arrison  h e ld  the 
view of opposing  barebacking carte 
b la n c h e . C o n tra ry  to  w h a t o n e

w ould  expect, due to the recen t 
m edia articles on the issue, Alex 
G arner and  Tony V alenzuela did 
not ad v o ca te  b areb ack in g  in the 
least. Instead  Tony p osed  the mil
lion dollar question , “Why do

G ay m en m ake a d e c is io n  to - 
have u n p ro tec ted  sex?” T hey in ti
m ated that a new  paradigm  of p re 
vention is needed  to fight the AIDS 
pandem ic and  to bu ild  on and ex 
pand  the foundations o f ou r HIV 
p reven tion  efforts.

A lthough the likes o f the panel 
m em bers sim ply counse ling  absti
nence and responsibility  do have a 
point, data increasingly show s that 
rational sex behav io r will not stop 
the sp read  of HIV am ongst young 
peop le.

According to the USCF AIDS Re
search  Institu tes and  The C enter

For AIDS Prevention  Studies at the 
University of California, San Fran
cisco, teach ing  self-respect, p a r
ticularly  to those in the m ost vul
n erab le  g roups, is just as im por
tant as dem onstrating  condom  use. 
We also need  the  courage to talk 
m o re  o p e n ly  a b o u t  s e x u a lity ;  
som eth ing  I h o p e  will h ap p en  as 
a resu lt o f this tow n m eeting  and 
o thers like it a ro u n d  the country. 
B ryce T. V etter  
San D ieg o , CA

Questions 
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Partisan
Nonpartisans

David Catania, an openly Gay Re
publican, w on a special election in 
early Decem ber to becom e the first 
openly Gay m em ber o f the W ashing
ton, D.C. city council. Catania was 
strongly backed by the local Log Cabin 
Republicans, the Gay GOPers, while 
local Gay D em ocratic leaders su p 
ported Catania’s opponent, the' Demo

cratic incum bent. The Gay and Les
bian Victory Fund, an officially non
partisan  o rgan iza tio n  fo u n d ed  to 
channel funds to Gay and Lesbian 
candidates seeking elected office, did 
n o t s u p p o r t  C a tan ia . A lth o u g h  
C atan ia d id n ’t form ally seek  the 
g ro u p ’s endorsem ent, the Victory 
Fund admits that it never reached out 
to Catania, either. As Victory Fund 
leader Brian Bond told syndicated 
reporter Bob Roehr, “I thought it was 
goirig to look like Custer at little Big
horn ,” given that Catania was run
ning in a citywide race, in a city 
w here Democrats outnum ber Repub
licans ten to one.

Another city, another election: Last 
May, with the strong backing of the 
Log Cabin Republicans, John Loza 
becam e the first openly Gay Repub
lican to win public office ip Texas 
by capturing a seat on the Dallas city 
council. As in D.C., Loza ran in a 
heavily Democratic area, and his het
erosexual opponent had the backing 
of the city’s Gay Democratic estab
lishment, including the Lesbian/Gay 
Political C oalition of Dallas. And 
there was another similarity with the 
D.C. race—Loza, too, was not sup
ported by the Victory Fund.

The Victory Fund, of course, has 
a right to endorse and fund w hom 
ever it wishes. But given that in this 
year’s November election the fund 
supported  over a dozen Gay and 
Lesbian cand ida tes in local races 
around the country, none of whom 
w ere Republicans! it’s questionable 
how the group can credibly claim to 
be “n o n p artisan ” w hen twice this 
year it passed up the chance to sup
port two strong—and eventually suc

cessful—Gay Republicans.
The same month that the Victory 

Fund failed to reach out to David 
Catania, the group threw its full sup- ■ 
port behind Annise Parker, a Lesbian 
Democratic activist w ho w ent on to 
becom e the first openly Gay/Lesbian 
candidate elected to the H ouston city 
council. In a press release heralding 
Parker’s election, the Victory Fund’s 
Bond proclaimed that “H ouston’s fair- 
m inded voters w ere looking for the 
highest qualified candidate for the job, 
and Annise Parker clearly fit the bill.” 
Perhaps, bu t the sam e could  have 
been said for Catania and Loza, as 
well.

Bond is himself a former Democratic 
Party activist. That background hasn’t 
made him receptive t6 the goals of the 
Log Cabin Republicans, as articulated by 
LCR leader Rich Tafel: individual rights 
and responsibilities, less government and 
free markets. Nevertheless, a growing 
number of local Gay Republicans now 
hold elected office, a list that includes 
Congressman Jim Kolbe (R-AZ), State 
Representative Chuck Carpenter (R-OR), 
an d  T em pe , A rizona M ayor Neil 
Giuliano. There success is unfathomable 
to many Gay Democrats, who see the 
GOP as monolithically reactionary, in
tolerant, and anti-Gay.

But is that really a fair picture? Con
sider this: Sheila Kennedy, director of 
the Indiana Civil Liberties Union, recently 
wrote a book called W hat’s a Nice Re
publican Girl Like Me Doing at theACLU? 
According to Kennedy, “a conservative 
Republican is—or should be—someone 
who believes in limiting the power that 
the state may exercise over the indi
vidual. Such a Republican supports the 
concept that majority rule must be sub

ject to the restraints o f the Bill o f  
Rights; that certain rights are funda
mental and shou ld  not be subject to 
the whim  of the voters or to popular 
passions. Finally, such a Republican 
believes that rights are individual; that 
is, that governm ent has the obligation 
to treat citizens as individuals, and not 
as m em ber o f g roups — and  that 
m eans you neither advantage nor dis
advantage citizens on that basis. No 
special rights, but no group-based dis
abilities, e ither.”

S he ca lls  th is  p h i lo s o p h y  
“Goldw ater Republicanism ” or liber
tarian Republicanism. It may still be a 
minority view within the GOP, but it’s 
a growing counterforce to the party’s 
intolerant right-wing. Such “inclusive” 
Republicanism is represented by Re
publican mayors Rudolph Giuliani of 
New York and Richard Riordan of Los 
Angeles. Both mayors, in w inning re- 
e lec tion  this year, significantly  in 
creased their, share of the Gay vote 
over their first races in 1993 by ag
gressively courting the Gay com m u
nity throughout their terms' in office. 
And it’s the R epublican ism  of the 
openly Gay and Lesbian candidates 
supported  by Log Cabin but dismissed 
by the  Victory Fund and  the Gay 
D e m o c ra tic  e s ta b l is h m e n t.  T hey  
w ould do well to reconsider, for in 
the long run the struggle—within— the 
GOP could be far more determ inative 
of the country’s political future than 
the progressives’ current battle against 
the GOP.

Stephen H. Miller, a  contributor to the 
essay anthology  Beyond Queer: Chal
lenging Gay Left O rthodoxy, is a writer 
based in Washington, D.C.
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poin ting  ou t the m any factors that 
are involved  w h en  m aking sexual 
decisions. D uring the m eeting, as 
well as in a com m entary  he w rote 
for U pdate an d  G ay a n d  L esbian  
Tim es, V a le n z u e la  c la r i f ie s  h is  
stance. “T here are no abso lu tes for 
anyone w hen  it com es to sexuaility. 
For som e, co n d o m  use d o es  not • 
change the quality  o f the sexual ex 
perience. For o thers, condom s sig
n ifican tly  d im in ish  th e  p le a su re , 
w h e th e r it be physical or psycho
log ical.”

Adds V alenzuela, “It may seem  a 
m inor point, but I never used  the 
w ord ‘sp iritu a l’ in any o f my ta lk s .”

V alenzuela w as jo ined  by fellow  
activist Alex G arner w ho, in ad d i
tion to agreeing  on the p le tho ra  of 
factors involved in decid ing  sexual 
behavior, p o in ted  ou t that HIV sta
tus is not som eth ing  that every man 
is aw are of. “T here are large num 
bers of m en w ho d o n ’t know  they 
are passing  on  HIV.”

In add ition  to the im portance of 
disclosing HIV status to p rospective  
partners, the issue of taking re sp o n 
sibility for physical hea lth  was ad 
dressed. “W hen I pu t m yself at risk ,” 
recalls G arner, “I knew  w hat I was 
d o in g .”

G arner ad d ed  that we all should  
know  w h a t’s right and  w rong, “But 
in reality, p eo p le  are often  ex p e ri
encing conflicting m orals” w hen  it 
com es to their sexual behavior.

T hese “m o ra l” facto rs p layed  a 
p revalen t role in the m eeting w hen 
issues of self-esteem  cam e into play

w hen  determ in ing  sexual activities. 
An a tten d ee  w ho is a psychologist 
po in ted  out that a num ber of his Gay 
clients have issues dealing w ith self
esteem  and  co n fid en ce  and  those 
m en w ith such problem s are m ore 
likely to act unsafely in o rder to feel 
loved. .

G arner and  V alenzuela agree. “A 
lot of tim es you can achieve em o
tional satisfaction and  psychological 
f u l f i l l m e n t  
th rough  sex, but 
it c a n  b e  u n 
h e a l th y  p h y s i 
cally at the sam e 
ti m e ,” a d d e d  
V alenzuela.

T h o u g h  th e  
m ee tin g  s ta rted  
off slow ly, w ith 
o p e n in g  s t a t e 
m ents by G arner 
an d  V a len zu e la  
le ss  rig id  th a n  
they had been  on o ther occasions, 
the d iscussion  got hea ted  w hen it 
re tu rned  to the subject of individual 
responsibility .

One attendee, who acknowledged 
he was HIV-positive, told the crowd 
that w hen sex happens betw een two 
people, and one of them is positive, 
it is the positive person’s “moral obli
gation” to disclose h is/her HIV status.

At first blush, Valenzuela and Gar
ner d isagreed. That p rom pted  a fol
low -up question  from an o th er au d i
ence m em ber, w ho asked, “Yes or 
no? Is it your responsib ility  to tell 
the person  y o u ’re having sex w ith 
that y o u ’re positive? Yes or no?”

“It’s not as sim ple as a yes or no 
an sw er,” said V alenzuela.

Follow ing an up roar from many

in the crow d, V alenzuela and  G a r- ' 
n e r  b o th  c la im ed  th a t d isc lo s in g  
o n e ’s HIV status was a far m ore com 
plex issue. Issues o f  trust, privacy 
and  fears of rejection are involved, 
they said.

In add ition  to the corporal on the 
opposing  side, Dr. John  H arrison ad
d ressed  the reasons w hy it is p o o r 
judgm ent for H IV -positive m en to 
have u n p ro te c te d  sex  w ith  o th e r 

H I V - p o s i t i v e  
m en . “I ’m n o t 
h e r e  to  te l l  
p e o p le  w h a t  
they shou ld  do, 
and  no t do, but 
r e - in f e c t io n  is 
v e ry  p o s s ib le  
due to the differ
ent strains of the 
v irus.”

Not only is re 
in f e c t io n  w ith  
a n o th e r  HIV 

strain possib le , says H arrison, but 
sex w ith o u t a condom  leaves the 
door w ide o p en  for a host of o ther 
sexually transm itted  diseases. “They 
may not be as serious as HIV and  
are treatable, like gonorrhea, but un
p ro tec ted  sex enab les the possib il
ity of opportun istic  and  parasitic  in 
fection .to sp read  m ore qu ick ly .”

O ne Gay you th  w ho a tten d ed  the 
ev e n t il lu s tra te d  th is  p o in t b est. 
“This issue of barebacking is disgust
ing. People are always knocking  my 
generation , bu t at least my g en e ra 
tion takes ideas that we have and  
m ake them  our own. You should  not 
have to die for sex. We shou ld  learn 
to care abou t ou rse lv es .”

A n o th er issu e  w h ich  c a u se d  a 
slightly sm aller skirm ish was the ac- 
tual*discussion itself. Some in a tten 
dance felt the d ialbgue was m ore 
detrim ental than constructive, say
ing those peop le w ho talk abou t u n 
p ro tec ted  sex in such a .fo rum  are 
glam orizing it, m aking it m ore a t
tractive to Gay youth.

H ow ever, the panelists each  d is
agreed, saying the issue needs to be 
brought out into the open  to encour
age dialogue.

U pdate  e d ito r  Rom an J im en ez , 
w ho organ ized  the event, had  this 
to add. “W hatever your position  on 
this subject, the  necessity  to d ia 
logue should  be clear. Only th rough 
educating  ourselves (completely on 
an issue can we begin to understand  
it. W ith understand ing  com es o p in 
ions, and  op in ions lead to action. 
O ur job as a com m unity n ew sp ap er 
i s  to help  in every step  of that p ro 
cess .”

Jim en ez  adm itted  b e ing  ill-p re 
pared  for the 120-plus p eo p le  w ho 
tu rn ed  out. As a result, no t every
o n e  w h o  cam e g o t a c h a n c e  to  
speak. However, those w ho felt they 
had som ething to add w ere given the 
chance  to w rite  dow n  th e ir com 
m ents Tor publication . T hese com 
m ents can be found  on page AL18 
and throughout our O pinion section.

KEHOE
Continued From P-age A -l

polling clearly show that Bilbray is 
vulnerable— and Christine Kehoe 
has the qualifications, courage and 
character to win this race.”

Kehoe is an openly Lesbian San 
Diego city council member. Her 
co u n c il d is tr ic t is w ith in  the  
boundaries of the 49th Congres
sional District. She was re-elected 
to the city council post in 1996, 
receiving m ore than 79 percent of 
the votes cast.

The HRC news release praised 
Kehoe for her advocacy for small 
business and job creation, and her 
record on civil rights and the en
vironm ent.

The Victory fu n d ’s “sole mis
sion is to increase the num ber of 
qualified openly Gay and Lesbian 
public officials.” In that light the 
endorsem ent was seen as almost 
perfunctory.

The HRC endorsement, on the 
other hand, is not a sure thing for a 
Gay or Lesbian candidate. Accord
ing to its own literature, “HRC sup
po rts  fa ir-m in d ed  R epublican , 
Democratic and Independent can
didates for federal office based on 
a range of factors.” Those include 
support of “issues of fairness for Les
bian and  Gay Am ericans, their 
record in office and their viability.”

In 1996, for exam ple, the HRC 
en d o rsed  bo th  Gay challenger 
Rick Zbur and non-Gay incum 
bent Stephen Horn in California’s 
38th district.

Kevin* T ilden, K eh o e’s cam 
p a ig n  m a n a g e r , sa id  he w as 
“thrilled with both endorsem ents. 
We are glad to see the HRC is the 
first defector from Bilbray in the 
campaign. We have been associ
ated with the Victory Fund since 
1993. Chris is a ^ re a t cam paigner 
an d  fund  ra iser, an d  v iab ility  
counts with both the HRC and the 
Victory Fund.”

S om e o f  th e  o p tim ism  in 
Kehoe’s camp comes from reports 
of Bilbray’s vulnerability in the 
district. In one survey Jhlbray is 
given a negative rating that ex
ceeds his positive rating, district 
w ide. Kehoe, the sam e survey 
says, is better m atched to the dis
trict in terms of issues. The can
didate and the voters apparently 
share similar views on guaranteed 
student loans (pro) and handgun 
triggerlocks, also pro. An assault 
w eapons ban, m aintenance of ex
isting Clean Air and W ater Acts 

; appear to be two additional ar
eas of agreem ent. Sensitivity to 
coastal developm ent is another, 
the surveys say.

B ilbray to ld  Update several 
weeks ago he knew and respected 
Kehoe and that he w ould run on 
his record.
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“People are always knocking my 
generation, but at least my gen
eration takes ideas that we have 
and makes them our own. You 
should not have to die for sex. 
We should learn to care about 
Ourselves.” — A you ng Gay m an  
w h o attended Update’s Town Hall
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About Sex Without Condoms
Guest Commentary

Let’s Talk
By Tony Valenzuela

Once again, I find myself doing canon 
balls in hot water. Like I said to an audi
ence at UCSD and then again during the 
Creating Change Conference, “honesty is a 
dangerous policy in America.” I publicly 
admitted to finding pleasure, intimacy and 
meaning in sex without condoms.

On both occasions, 1 addressed a crowd 
of over 150 people on the topics of sexual 
liberation, sexual self-determination and 
sexual repression. In those talks, which re
flected my personal journey of being HIV
positive, my sex politics and lifestyle, and 
the growing “Sex Panic” demonizing and 
criminalizing certain sexual behaviors, I 
highlighted an experience I had with a man 
who I let cum inside me.

I said: “The level of erotic charge and 
intimacy I feel when a man cums inside 
me is transformational, especially in a cli
mate which so completely disregards it’s 
importance.” I conveyed the story of a man 
I datedjbr a short time with whom I had 
unprotected sex. Both of us knew each 
other’s HIV statuses. I talked about how 
beautiful and intimate and powerful that 
sex was for m e— how empowering it felt 
not to fear another man’s semen. Because 
of conveying this story in public, I have 
now been laheled an “advocate” of “bare- 
back” sex.

What is more clear to me now than ever 
before is that the reality of my life, and the 
real sexual lives of many Gay men, espe
cially HIV-positive men, is a powerful bomb 
to drop on a mixedanudience of HIV in
fected and uninfected, Gays and straights. I 
underestimated how dangerously charged 
with anxiety the topic of unprotected sex 
continues to be—and will remain so until 
sex without condoms is no longer poten
tially lethal. What is also clear to me is that

there exists a shameful and inexcusable di
vide between the reafity of Gay male sexu
ality and the rhetorfcofwhatconstitutes “re
sponsible” sexual behavior. I am not inter
ested in saying the “rigjht thing” to any group 
of people if it is undue. And it is patently 
false and irresponsible to slate that there are 
no situations in which unprotected sex for 
Gay men is healthy, eitherphysically or emo
tionally.

In a guest commentwy in a recent issue 
of Update-and Gay and  lesbia n Times, my 
ftiend, Linda Bessemer, ftesidentofP-FLAG, 
an organization with which I volunteered 
for three years as a hoard member, and a 
group of people whoseworicl consider truly 
heroic, posed a critical andchallenging ques
tion, directed at me, butinportant for us all 
to think about:

How could I (or anyone) betray the seem
ingly life-saving message thatprevention puts 
fortín declaring always louse condoms dur
ing anal intercourse?

I need to clarify some misinterpretations 
in what Linda stated that I said in my talks, 
and in the process, explain why I believe 
bareback sex needs lobeopenly discussed, 
respected and affirmedL First off, I did not 
say, “It is OK to have unprotected sex 
whether you or your partner is HIV infected 
or not Because it is the only way you or 
your partner can experience the spiritual as- 
pect of sexuality,” or anything close to*tlus 
Thqre are no absolutes for anyone when it 
conies to sexuality. For some, condom use 
does not change the quality of the sexual 
experience. For others, condonas significantly 
diminish the pleasure, whether it be physi
cal or .psychological ft may seem a minor 
point, but I never used the word “spiritual” 
in any of my talks. .

The other critical enorinher response to 
my speech was that I’ve told people (in 
particular, young people) lo forgo condom

use. This is utterly untrue. What I ex
pressed is that there are times in which 
unprotected sex is safe and sound. Many 
Gay men do, in fact, on their own, forgo 
condom use by creating personalized 
guidelines that specify the situations in 
which they feel comfortable barebacking 
(i.e. both men HIV negative, both men 
HIV positive, etc.) These are informed de
cisions where Gay men assess the risks 
they’re willing to take.

I also made very personal and qualified 
statements about my decision, as an HIV
positive man, to have unprotected sex, a 
decision which does not always prioritize 
physical health over erotic, psychological or 
emotional needs. This is understandably dis
concerting to many people and something 
that this short essay will not adequately ad
dress.

It is distressing that I caused a great many 
people I respect to believe that I am uncar
ing of prevention efforts, of other people’s 
health, or of my own. And I regret that 1 did 
not more thoroughly explain precisely what 
I meant when I talked about unprotected 
sex. With that said, I’d like P-FLAG, and oth
ers who find this difficult to comprehend, to 
meet me halfway and compassionately con
sider the arduous job HIV positive people 
have in balancing quality of life with quan
tity of living.

In my world of positive Gay male, 
friends and loved ones, the kinds of dis
cussions mentioned above are common
place. We labor over reconciling behav
iors that, before HIV, may have had be
nign results, but that now may compro
mise our health (i.e. barebacking, drug/ 
alcohol use, stressful lifestyle, etc.). Many 
of us wrestle with rejection and selfish
ness, responsibility and guilt around the 
challenge of disclosing our serostatus con
sistently to sexual partners. We grapple

with conflicting values and desires, living 
“normally” and coming to terms with 
mortality at a young age. Discussions and 
actions that might seem terrifying or ab
horrent to most people, find a normal 
home in the world of positive men. I made 
a-grave mistake in presuming these ethi
cal, moral and health dilemmas were un
derstood by many people beyond HIV 
positive Gay men. They are not.

They are conundnims toiled over con
tinually within the borders of our minds, 
the walls of therapy rooms, and other 
guarded conversations.

1 write all of this because the daunting 
task of HIV prevention and health manage
ment in populations of Gay men, lx>th HIV 
negative and positive, requires an unflinch
ing understanding of our actual sex lives, 
with all their traditions and diversity, all their 
mystery and confusion, their paradoxes, their 
desires and needs. We must constantly re
mind ourselves, with eveiy new develop
ment and setback, that HIV has affected us 
in ways unforeseen, and will continue to in 
ways unpredictable—especially Gay men 
who are sustaining an ongoing disaster 
nearly two decades long.

I am not sorry that I spoke honestly about 
unprotected sex and what it has meant to 
me—-that I affirmed, even within the epi
demic, intercourse without protection is not 
disposable; it does have unique value, and 
provides a forceful intimacy and eroticism 
unmatched by sex with condoms, maybe 
not for all, but indubitably for'many Gay 
men.

This needs to be said and respected, 
because if not, we are lying to ourselves 
and condescending to Gay men who 
simply know it to be true, and will keep 
it to themselves as long as breathing the 
words in public causes a firestorm of 
vitriol.

T ow n H all 
Feedback

After our Town Hall on Tuesday, De
cember 16, we solicited written comments 
from the audience members who didn’t 
get the chance to speak to the whole 
group. Some were riot signed but w e felt 
it important to share them nonetheless.

‘Tony and Alex need to put a plug on i 
it! (with a rubber on, of course).” — 
Anonymous

“Continue the dialogue and discussion, 
but let’s give it momtime (and make sure 
quotes are accurate!)” —Jan Hansen 

“Fascinating discussion, gladl attended. 
Thank You” /—A Public Health Profes
sional f   ̂ .!:&[ ■ ,

T ut them on!”— Anonymous 
“I think, you did a good job, it made 

me have faith. Thank you.” —  Anony
mous | | p  ' 4 ' '  f f  | k |  

“This turned into the publicflogging of 
positive men. Sodomy laws have been 
taken and privatized by qur community." 
—Charles Nelson |  |  > /4 , .V v 4

‘There was a continuing reference to 
underlying motivation and the mental

health of individuals. We need the mental 
health professionalstofc&eastronger stance 
on proactive pi£ve<tfim through intimacy, 
self-esteem, etc.”—A n o n y m o i]^ ^ ^ ;.: ,

disappointed that so few vounrfef j 
members of bur corittuunity were not 
present. I hope the wesdean be gotten to 
these people of the importance of these dis- 
cu&slqns.” —  Anonymous 
v> ’There is, be.foontroversy.
Tony aud Ajex poioiedtothe rked to dis
cuss why men engage in risky behavior. 
The emphasis bfthe experts bn facts has 
had an important, but finrited, effect We 
need to look sit the olher factors (besides 
knowledge) that diivetxittvror-^as.Tony, 
mentioned, the enxxkxia^psychologicil and 
social factors.”— Anonymous 

i | | / I U s  afiyays better to tafleopenly about 
what is happening «! ourcommunity rather 
than d^riy i t  Yet; as the more public phe- 

" nomenbn of barebaddngiHrfolds, ¡twill be 
imperative to distingitiidhbeiween vital health^ 
Issues and seri^tioritfilietoric that implies j 
pemiission to be unsafebased on situations 
sexual arousal, emotional desire or a  fleet- 

. irig Coordi-
nator, Operation SexWyae, The Center 

A  “There ls an absolute: must fo discuss 
l^ ^ ^ fe a c h p a ra » 3 ‘isllR/-positiveorntga- 
live, If Mr. Valenzuela was indeed misquoted, *| 

rfhenjtis of thenewspaper publish
ing the interviewjbr any and aff innocent/

unknowing/uninformed persons that got 
infected. This type of misinformation/mis
quoting or para summarizing is wrong and 
should be stopped/’— Romanita Moreno

‘‘Promiscuity and sexual compulsionare 
no reason fo relinquish personal respoasi- 
bility.” —ErnieIsIHot *
f T appreciate the willingness of commu
nity leaders to initiate analogue on a sub
ject that is important for many people in 
our community. Everything that needed to 
be said was and all the correct and proper 
judgments were rendered. So long as fal
lible people have sex with tíie knowledge 
that ethics, morals and responsibility are also 
part of the sexual experience, we will need 
to talk, talk, talk. Thank* Anonymous

“This was a worthwhile forum that was 
necessary to discuss and debate.”/— Anony
mous

“If I heard Tony and Alexcoriéctly, their 
purpose is to open discussion on the reality 
that barebackirig occurs,, ff lh ea rd  them ; 
correctly, they do not advocate anal sex 
without a condom involving a negative 
partner, ever. I'm unclear if they would ever 
advocate anal sés; without a  cpndom in
volving two positive.pártners? ff they would 
(do) so advocate, let me suggest that this 
personal decision remains not so personal 
as long as public funds continue to be em
ployed on the treatment of AIDS.”—  Tom  
Wartelle

« “Given this topic deals with making 
choices, any future panel discussion must 
include an ethicist or at least someone 
who could frame the discussion accord
ing to ethical principals and present falla
cies or contradictory arguments. Only the 
Marine had some sense /understanding 
of ethics, Tony and the others who advo
cate for barebacking did not understand 
the terms.” —  Anonymous

“I think that the issues of drug and al
cohol, sexual compulsion and low self
esteem in tlie Gay community were not 
addressed as factors that lead to unsafe 
sex as well as isolation, fatalist thinking, 
loss, etc. Yes, unsafe sex exists for these 
reasons and others so lets address these 
issues in order to present these behaviQr 
patterns from spreading.

, “A person with true self-esteem will 
not knowingly infect another person or 
allow himself to be infected. Tony 
Valenzuela mentioned that unsafe sex can 

, be healthy, yet gave no explication or 
evidence as to how or what the benefits 
ate. What I’m hearing is justification for 
selfish, unhealthy behavior. We have 
worked too hat’d fo educate and fight the 
spread of AIDS to go back to uasafe sex. 
He Is advocating uasafe sex in a covert 
manner while denying jt overtly.”

-—S am G .'

mailto:UpdateEd@aoI.com


Town Hall Letter

Mostly Balanced And Intelligent
Dear Editor,

I th ink , overall, last T u esd ay ’s 
Town Hall was a mostly balanced, 
and extrem ely intelligent discussion. 
However, my sticking points were the 
fact th a t the  p an e l fe a tu red  tw o 
people w ho represented a larger or
ganization and on the opposite view
point, two people w ho represented 
nobody  bu t them selves. And this 
seem ed a bit unfair. While I’m in no 
w ay d e fe n d in g  th e  p ra c t ic e  o f 
barebacking or your speakers’ view
points, I think it’s useful to keep in 
m ind that Alex G arner and  Tony 
Valenzuela w ere sharing their own 
personal opinions and viewpoints.

And I think the audience Was un
fairly villianizing them as the pariah
like poster boys of “glam orous” un
protected sex. It is to be expected 
that the representatives from the mili
tary or a health clinic are going to 
stick steadfastly to the party line of 
“B arebacking is w rong. Condom s, 
always 100 p e rc e n t” And these may 
or may no t.be  their personal opin
ions or, in fact, w hat they preach is 
also what they practice in their own 
personal lives. And there lies the rub.
I felt that two p eo p le ’s intimate, per
sonal choice to practice unsafe sex 
was being paraded  about as some 
statem ent about the community as a 
w hole.,O r at the very least, they rep
resented a greater group of people.

But I think a good point was made 
about HIV-positive men reconnect
ing with their sexuality by not using 
protection. And by that I mean, I TL\

positive men feeling that they aren’t bad 
people or are somehow less of a per
son; and that just because their semen 
•is saturated with HIV doens’t mean it’s 
deadly poison that’s going to kill your 
partner. Having sex is (usually) some
thing done between two informed, con
senting adults as an expression of love 
(usually) — and if they somehow feel 
more alive, or more connected with their 
partner, I guess le a n  see that perspec
tive. I don’t agree with it, however- but 
I definately empathize. \

It was also interesting to note that 
Alex kept talking about the need for 
discussion and debate on the issue. 
W asn’t w hat this w hole thine was 
about? Alex, hete was your chance, 
talk! Discuss, your issues. It seemed 
like he kind of dismissed the impor
tance of the debate that he was in
volved in last night by wanting som e
thing bigger. There was an interest1 
ing, if som ewhat rhetorical question 
of “Why do som e people, especially 
Gay youths, participate in dangerous 
sexual behavior?” Well, suffice it to say 
that this isn’t just a problem  of sexual 
behavior of Gay youths, but of all 
youths. Back in the ’50s, it was, “Don’t 
drive fast cars or listen to Rock and 
Roll.” But young people of that era 
did it anyway. I think it’s a common 
theme throughout the modern age that 
young  kids have a need  to rebel 
against w hat’s expected. Even more 
mature--Gay males havq the same re
bellious nature.
D artl28@ aoi.com
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Town Hall Lener

Fighting Factions Failed To See Dialogue

D ear Editor,
O nce again I am  struck  by the 

appearance of an ideological split 
in the m em bersh ip  of the LGBT 
com m unities. At the U pda tespon- 
sored Town Hall m eeting the con 
servative faction sq u ared  off to 
do b a ttle  w ith  the  p ro g ressiv e  
faction  o v er the  a ll-o r-n o th in g  
m odel of m ainstream  HIV/AIDS 
P riv a tio n  p ro g ram s u n d e r  th e  
guise of a d iscussion  abou t un
p ro tec ted  anal in tercourse.

The. curren t m odel is based bn 
-the tried-ancl-(un)true hiethQd of 

. sham ing and scaring the hell out 
. of peop le  in the hopes of chang

ing som e very, very prim al b e 
haviors. For som e people, this a p 
proach  will w ork— at great em o- 

, tip na-1 cost. For m any others the 
-co n stan t s ta te  o f in d u c e d  f e a r  
abou t AIDS leads to a sense  o f 
fatalism  and the effectiveness of 
the  tactic  fails, For a g row ing  
num ber of o thers the unrealistic 
alw ays-use-a-condom  HIV/AIDS 
p rev en tio n  p rogram s have lost 
credibility.

These preventipri program s pit

see the obv ious failure: w e do  
sam e-sex behaviors. All th e  so 
cial p roh ib itions aga inst o u r  d e 
sires d o n ’t s top  us. C onform ity  
p ressu re  d rove ,our d e s ire s /b e -  
haviors i-nto the c lo se t a n d  af
fected  ou r m ental health .

Prevention (HIV, H epatitis  and  
o thers) program s n eed  to  c rea te  
space for and support d iscussions 
abou t ou r des ires and  b eh a  viors 
in non-judgm ental circum stances. 
The cu rren t p rev en tio n  tactics o f  
-zero-Idle ranee, and  just say  n o  
will not w ork in the long run. T he 
pa tte rn  o f an initial d ip  th en  in- 
ereasirig sero-cbn versions follow s 
the sanie ciirves seen  in th e  w ar 

.. on  d ru g s ,, program s to  s to p  un 
ci ei a ge d rin k i ng a nd ev e ry  sex  
scare program  since 1950.

T he  conservative faction  is ex 
trem ely resistant to change on  the 
top ic o f sexuality  and  sexual b e 
havior. They certain ly  d o n ’t w an t 
to d iscuss attitudes, d esires an d  
b eh av io rs  that are  risky. T h e ir 

d isco m fo rt can be h azard o u s to 
my health . - : /

desire against fear. The long h is
tory of this m odel am ply d em o n 
strates that it will fail im m ediately 
for Some an d  ev en tu a lly  for a ' } 
larger num ber of p eop le . In the 
sexual arena alone, we queer folk

Lynn D ob b s
P artners fo r  P eace
w w w .a c c e s s l .n e t /p a r tn e r s

mailto:Dartl28@aoi.com
http://www.accessl.net/partners
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Town Hall Letter

Separating The Hype From The ActTOW N HALL 
PICTURES

D ear Editor,
C ongratulations on last T uesday’s 

B arebacking m eeting. Surprisingly, 
considering  the m edia uproar, much 
of the aud ience seem ed to accept 
Tony V alenzuela and Alex G arner’s 
argum ent that the com m unity needs 
to put m ore w ork into u n d ers tan d 
ing the com plexity  of engaging in 
u n p ro tec ted  anal sex (UA), and  the 
argum ent that pu tting  m oral tones 
aro u n d  it is detrim ental. This was 
surprising because the public debate 
has suggested  that many in the com 
munity simply see barebacking as to
tally w rong, w ithou t consideration  
of why or how  it happens, or the 
value of it.

So, w h a t’s go ing  on? If the m ajor
ity can agree that w e need  to w ork 
at understand ing  UA, then  why the 
o n e - s id e d  p u b l ic  a t ta c k s  on  
barebacking?

T he answ er seem s to lie in the 
m ixed m essages conveyed  by the 
w ord ‘bareback ing .’ In part the w ord 
seem s to refer to having UA and ad 
m itting enjoym ent of it. The aud i
en ce  seem ed  to th ink UA, in this 
sense, was okay— particularly  if it 
re ferred  to sex be tw een  tw o sam e- 
s ta tu s  m en  w h o  c o m m u n ic a te d  
openly .

If p e o p le  a c c e p t  th a t  so m e  
bareback ing  is okay, why the u p 
roar? The up roar appears to com e 
from  h o w  so m e o th e rs  u se  th e  
w ord—-that persistent, hom ophobic, 
and  se lf-p e rp e tu a tin g  n o tio n  that 
Gay m en can ’t b e  sexually resp o n 

sible. Thus w e’re connecting tw odif- 
f e r e n t  i s s u e s — th e  c h o ic e  of* 
barebacking, w ith stereo types about 
sexual responsibility. U nfortunately, 
w hen w e as a com m unity connect 
these, we m ake them  true for som e 
individuals.

The press, and  m any of our ow n 
com m unity, have used  stereo types 
o f sexual irre sp o n sib ility  to c o n 
dem n sexual p leasu re  derived  from 
UA. Tragically, w hen  w e condem n 
som ething that m any m en do, we di
minish their ability to discuss desires 
and needs, and  ability to find re la
tively reasonab le  and  safer w ays to 
m eet needs. By m aking this a for
b idden  topic, w e also dim inish the 
su p p o rt for getting  tested  and  for 
com m unicating status w ith o thers. 
Thus, by m aking it w rong  for m any 
men to discuss their needs, w e have 
in fact pu sh ed  som e into that s te
reotypical position, being “irrespon
sib le .”

We have done this despite the fact 
that HIV p reven tion  studies, since 
the early ’90s, have typically show n 
abou t 40 p ercen t of Gay m en en 

gaging in UA at least once in a year, 
an d  30 p ercen t at least once in the 
past th ree to six m onths. These num 
bers clearly  suggest that m any m en 
can no t live th e ir lives w ithou t the 
intim acy of UA. Thus bareback ing , 
like m ultip le  p artn e rs  and  an o n y 
m ous sex, is closely  linked  to the 
po in ts o f the Sex Panic d iscussion.

As th e  S ex  P a n ic  d i s c u s s io n  
stresses, w hat is really  n eed ed  is a 
re sexualization  o f Gay libera tion  — 
a m ove to a libera tion  that does not 
unrealistically  "buy’ the heterosexual 
m odel, bu t in s tead  ac k n o w led g es  
w hat really happens and  w orks from 
that. Sex h ap p en s, in m any places, 
w ith m any p eo p le , in m any forms, 
w ith m any risks. Is it b e tte r to ig
nore that and  w atch  ou r ow n catch  
diseases, get in troub le w ith the law, 
die early b ecau se  they  d id n ’t have 
the su p p o rt for m eeting their needs? 
Or, is it b e tte r to acknow ledge that 
sex h ap p en s and  beg in  to com e up 
w ith healthy , bu t realistic, ways to 
m eet those  needs?
D o n  B arrett 
San M arcos

G l o b a l  C y b e r -M e d i a
Your personal Computer Advisor 

You have the questions. We know the answers.
Phone 619.282.2030 e-fnaildstowell@lanz.com Website www.lanz.com/dstoweii 

Mention this ad and receive your first hour for half price.
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In the pa.4;! few w eeks, the p rac
tice o f “b a reb ack in g ” (u n p ro tec ted  
sex) seem s to have taken  p rom i

nence in com m unity new s. W hen I 
a tten d ed  an o pen  Tow nhall M eet
ing at MCC last w eek , I w as not 
en ligh tened  by any new  revelations 
as to w hy this is gaining practice 
by those  w ho are m ature and know  
better. More frightening is the re
p o r t  th a t  87 p e r c e n t  o f  y o u n g  
p eo p le  do not believe they are vul
n e ra b le  to  g e ttin g  in fec ted  w ith  
H IV /A ID S  ( S a n  D ieg o  U n io n - 
Reuters 12-18-97). W hat did I hear!* 
E xcuses Are Like...

The sam e “old hat” excuses o f ig
no rance in the sex-AIDS education  
o f o u r youth , being un d er the in 
flu en ce , u n co n tro lled  passio n  or 
just a s im p le  d ec is io n . In o th e r 
w ords, m illions o f dollars in AIDS, 
ed u ca tio n  w asted  because  it^was 
ev iden tly  not ta rg e ted  p roperly , 
d rugs and  alcohol d istort reason , 
ra g in g  h o rm o n e s  a n d  a se lf ish  
sex u a l a p p e tite  all co n tin u e  the  
sp read  o f HIV/AIDS. With all the 
p ro  and  con dialogue that was ban 
te re d  a b o u t, no o n e  th o u g h t to 
m ention in telligence and com m on 
s e n s e  as a p o s s ib le  a rg u m e n t

against “barebacking.” W hen asked  
w here I stood, I rep lied  “Read my 
co lum n” and here it is.
The Queen Has Spoken

I find the discussion and  a rg u 
m ent of barebacking insulting to the 
in telligence o f all peop le  w ith com 
m on sense after these  m any years 
o f AIDS education and  the history 
o f this disease. We have heard  the 
logic that everyone has the right to 
a “this or that” decision.

This is true, as long as it does 
not harm  or kill another- person . In 
th e  case  o f  and d e fe n s e  o f Dr. 
Kevorkian, he does assist in taking 
the life o f those who w ish to die, 
but he didn’t infect them w ith a life 
th rea ten ing  disease. As to the sp iri
tuality o f sex, that’s bullshit! Basic 
sex is a physical act, w h eth e r p e r
form ed by low  animal or a h igher 
form, mankind. It may be em b el
lished w ith tenderness and  d ec la 
rations of love, but w hen  som eone 
cries “O h God!” at the m om ent of 
clim ax, w e w ho have b een  there  
know  it is a far cry from spiritual 
sentim ent. Sex is a physical need

m ost o f irs a re .com pelled  to  satisfy. 
In the search  for spirituality , let us 
no t d e lu d e  ou rse lves an d  confuse 
sex w ith love.
The Best D efen se ...

To those w ho have anal sex and 
practice or advocate barebacking, no 
p e rso n  o r tow n  hall m eetin g  will 
change your mind, but please do it 
privately from here on. I am not in
terested  in your sex  life and death 
wish. D on’t flaunt your butts in our 
face o f a com m unity that has been 
ravaged by AIDS in which friends, lov
ers, sons and daughters have died, in 
part, because of your habits. Please 
d o n ’t attem pt to destroy your lives, so 
many o f us are fighting to save in de
fense of your actions.
On A H appier Note

M oving rig h t a lo n g  to  a m ore  
p leasan t subject, lets talk ab o u t the 
ho liday  season  an d  you. T hro u g h 
o u t the year you w ho read  this co l
um n often touch me w ith either your 
le tte rs  o r  p e rso n a l socia l co n tac t 
w hen  I ’m ou t an d  abou t. It is from 
you I learn  and  co n tin u e  to b roaden  
my u n d erstan d in g  o f hum an nature. 
It is im possib le to thank  each  of you 
p e rso n a lly , e sp e c ia lly  th o se  w ho  
ra llie d  to  my s u p p o r t  w ith  w ell 
w ishes and  prayers afte r I w as d iag
nosed  w ith  cancer. Fortunately , an 
en c lo su re  in a C hristm as card  sen t 
by Caliph bartender Fwed Fisher and 
his life partner, Rick W illiams, has 
g iven  the o p p o rtu n ity  to do  it in 
print. W hatever ho liday  you are ce l
eb rating  this season , this is:
“For Y ou”

I have a list of folks I know , all 
w ritten  in a book. And every year 
w hen  the holidays com e, I go and 
take a look. That is w hen  I realize 
that these  nam es are a part no t of 
the book  th ey ’re w ritten  in, blit re 
ally  o f my h ea rt. For each  nam e 
stands for som eone w ho has crossed 
my p a th  so m e tim e. And in th a t 
m eeting  th ey ’ve becom e the rhythm  
in each  rhym e. W hile it sounds fan
tastic for m e to m ake this claim , I 
really feel that I’m com posed  of each 
rem em bered  nam e. W hile you m ay 
not be aw are of any special link, just 
know ing  you has changed  my life 
a lot m ore than you think. In you I’ve 
m et so m eb o d y , th a t years can n o t 
e ra se , th e  nfem ory o f a p lea sa n t 

. w ord, a friendly face.
So never th ink  o f holiday » cards 

are just a m ere rou tine . O f nam es 
upon  a ho liday  list, fo rgo tten  in b e 
tw een. For w hen  I send  a ca rd  that 
is ad d ressed  to you, it is because  
your on  the list that I’m in d eb ted  
to. For I am the total o f m any folks 
I’ve m et and  y o u  to be on e  o f those 
I p re fe r not to forget!

W hether I have know n you for 
m any years o r just a few, in som e 
way you have had  a part in shap ing  
th ings I doy Every year w h en  the 
ho lidays com e, I realize anew  the 
best gifts life can offer are m eeting 
folks like you. May the spirit o /  the 
holidays that fo rever en d u re  leave 
its richest b lessings in the hearts of 
you an d  yours.

Love,
Q u een  E ddie (a n d  S h a w n e to o )

I f  y o u  wish to respond, have a p ro b 
lem  or w a n t to share  an  experience  
in  th is co lum n , p lease  w rite to: Ju st 
A sk Q ueen Eddie, P.O. B o x  33148, 
San Diego, CA 92163-3148 . A ll let
ters w ill he p r in te d  w ith  nam es w ith 
he ld  upon request. You m a y f a x  let
ters to (6 1 9 ) 2 9 9 -6 9 0 7  a n d  y o u  can  
a lso  rea ch  E d d ie  v i a  e - m a i l  a t  
U p d a te e d @ a o l.c o m .

VULCAN STEAM AND SAUNA
invites you  to o u r

24th  Annual 
THANK YOU SAN !
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To celebrate, starting December6,we will be giving away one $100 cash prize and 
|  nine $25 cash prizes— 10 cash prizes in all—every Saturday night 

at midnight until New Year’s Eve.

$325 in cash prizes every week ’til 1998!
And more...

24 more chances to win on New Year’s Eve at our giant

$ %

YEAR’S EVE  
PARTY * *

Come party with us New Year’s Eve and welcome in 1998 with more chances to 
win. * 24 cash prizes to be given away all in one night.

$800 in cash prizes all in one night!

West Cedar Street

Don’t miss it!
O P E N  2 4  H O U R S  Member G SDBA

N Vulcan
Steam and Sauna

A  P R IV A T E  M E N ’S  C L U B

VULCAN  
STEAM  AND 
SAUNA
805 West Cedar Street 
San Diego, CA 92101

238-1980

mailto:Updateed@aol.com
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(619) 283-5669

The Standard of Excellence and Caring
MITCHELL MORTUARIES
Since 1-917 Scott A. Jones,

Sensitive to HIV/AIDS Concerns .
3655 Fifth Avenue • HillcreSt

619./ 295-2177 <>'
Serving The San Diego A rea Since 1917 

Cremation Available

by Andrea L.T. Peterson

Good Grief:
The Healing Kind

It seems that the most important les
sons in life simply can not be taught—ex
cept perhaps by example. And even-then, 
it seems as true with love as with loss, we 
team as we experience and not before. It 
has become cliché to say that you can never 
be prepared lor death—your own or some
one else’s. And the skills tor coping with 
such loss simply aren’t found in any 
survivor’s handbook.

This Seems especially true in the Gay 
and Lesbian community where mainstream 
resources for dealing with grief are still oh 
ten unwelcoming places. For so many lit
erature has provided the resources—espe
cially AIDS literature—for understanding, 
coping with, and surviving death and loss.

And, quite naturally, since AIDS in par
ticular has had a greater impact on Gay 
men that Lesbians, there is considerably 
more written by men than women on the 
subjects o f death and dying. Leslea 
Newman’s Still Life With Buddy[?nde Pub
lications, 19973 and Lynn Kanter’s The 
Mayor o f Heaven [Third Side. Press, 1998] 
are two exceptional and most successful 
attempts at making sense of death and life 
after the death of a loved one.
Still Life With Buddy

Leslea: Newman, well known for more 
than a dozen titles from Heather Has Two

Mommiesto Out o f the Closet and Nothing 
to Wear, has written “a novel told in fifty 
poems.” One of the most extraordinary short, 
works you will ever read. Newman man
ages to capture almost every emotion imag
inable and, through poems of varying 
lengths, she evokes laughter and amusement 
as often as a deep, still sadness and grief.

A personal favorite looks at time through 
the eyes of a dying man and a grieving friend:

Once Upon a Time
Buddy wore a watch 
with no hour hand 
no minute hand 
just a second . 
hand that swept 
round and round 
his wrist endlessly.
When I said to Buddy,
“What time is it?” 
he always answered, “Now.”
Once a beautiful stranger 
stopped him on the street 
and asked, “Qp you 
have the time?”
Buddy stretched his amis wide 
smiled that smile 
“I have all the time 
in the world.”
I remember tire day

C h r i a t  o p i n e r  

THE HÄIREM - Cut «
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ebastian Internatiuiiu!

New York City %io$ Â%
U S DiegoUniversi! Ave San1454
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I can turn any wall into a work of art 
at prices anyone can afford.

FA U X  F IN ISH E S
Complete painting services and concepts, 

creative interiors, textured walls and 
finishes, marbelizing, etc. 

DWAYNE BANKS

Buddy’s arm shrank 
for all time 
and I watched 
eternity slip from 
his wrist forever.

As in A Loving Testimony: Remember
ing Loved Ones Lost to AIDS\ Newman ex
hibits a level of sensitivity and awareness 
both in tire words/works chosen and tire 
simple, though never simplistic sentiments.
The Mayor O f Heaven

In a novel pretty much like no other 
book written to date, Lynn Kanter, also 
author of the novel On Lill Street, explores 
the depth of loss felt by a circle of friends 
when one woman in the circle loses her 
battle witlr cancer. What is remarkable about 
Kanter’s book is not only its focus—tire 
book is basically about death, dying, arid 
grieving rather than some inane event 
where there happens to be a death—but 
its inclusiveness.

When Claire Morganstem dies, her life 
partner Lucy and her best friends Harry (a 
straight, single, white man), Jane (a Les
bian), and Rasheeda (a black, heterosexual, 
married mother of a young daughter) all 
cóme to terms with their own loss—and 
With the lo$s of tire others.

“In those last few days,” Lucy says to 
Hany at one point, accusingly, “you weren’t 
in tire room with Claire. You didn’t see tire 
devastation.” But Hany had seen it. During 
the last week of Claire’s life, he had tiptoed 
into her room while Lucy was somewhere 
else for a few moments.

Lucy unaware of what Harry went 
through, how Claire begged him to “Get 
me out of here,” and how Harry “turned 
Iris back on Claire and bolted” couldn’t un
derstand that Hany’s pain and grief could 
match )rcrs.

Why Rasheeda seemed so absorbed in 
her job when Claire needed her also eluded 
Lucy. She was unaware that Rasheeda 
wasn’t after Claire’s job or foolishly hoping 
to keep Claire’s job open for Claire to re
turn to, ratherthatshe was keeping Claire’s 
job secure so Claire would not lose her 
insurance.

But tire friends, absorbed in their own 
grief and loss failed to communicate, failed 
to share tire experience rather than merely 
go through it together. Kanter hits on some

very basic, but often overlooked notions. 
For example, two people never suffer the 
same pain, but they might suffer equally.

Going through an experience together 
definitely doesn’t mean tire experience has 
been shared. And friendship know not race, 
creed, color, sexual orientation, or marital 
status. Friendship, like love, is what hap1 
pens in tire silence between two p e o p le -  
regardless of the specific nature of their re
lationship.

The Mayor o f Heaven is certainly skill
fully and sensitively written. This is a book 
for anyone who has ever had friends—- 
nroreso for anyone who has ever suffered 
the loss of a dose friend.

Obituary

Bruce A.
Neveu

June 20,1952—
, December 11,1997

Bmce Allen Neveu, San Diego busi
nessman and former president of Dig
nity San Diego, the focal chapter of 
Dignity USA, the organization of Gay 
and Lesbian Catholics and their 
friends, died On Thursday, December 
11 at the San Diego Hospice of HIV- 
related lymphoma.

The Obituary is continued on the next page

CATHARINE KROGER-DIAMOND
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Boalt Hall to End 
GPA Weighting
BERKELEY — Faculty 
members at the Boalt Hall 
law school at UC Berkeley 
voted last week to end the 
15-year-old practice of 
weighing grade-point aver
ages during the admissions 
process. The policy inflated 
the GPAs of students from 
prestigious private schools 
while lowering those of stu
dents from less prestigious 
Schools. Recent complaints 
from students have pushed 
the school to end the policy. 
Officials said the practice 
was intended to account for 
the fact that some schools put 
their students through more 
rigorous study than others.

—  The Daily Californian

President May Face 
Recall Election
SOUTH BEND, Ind. — A 
petition currently circulating '  
at the University of Notre 
Dame is calling for the 
removal of Student Union 
President Matt Griffin. Citing : 
incompetence, negligence and 
mismanagement as reasons 
for Griffin’s removal, senior 
Jeremy Lingenfelser needs 15 
percent of the student body to 
sign the petition in order to 
have the recall election. If he 
garners the needed signatures, 
the election could be held 
within the next two weeks. 
“We, as students, should not 
be embarrassed by someone 
wbe4s i» tbe-offiee-of-student-- 
body president,” Lingenfelser 
said; “With this petition, I am 
trying to send a message to 
the rest of the student body 
because many of them feel 
the same way I do.”

— The Observer

Student Claims 
Discrimination
ANN ARBOR, Mich.— 
Barbara Grutter is suing the 
University of Michigan Law 
School; alleging that the school 
discriminated against her in the 
admissions process by giving 
preference to racial minority 
students. «Grutter, a white 
female who graduated from 
Michigan State University in 
1978 with a 3.81 GPA, applied 
to the law school in Dec. 1996 
and was denied admission. 
Grutter claims that she suffered 
economic damages from being 
rejected. A similar lawsuit is 
pending for undergraduate 
admissions. University 
President Lee Bollinger 
defends the law school’s policy 
as constitutional and said that 
the suit will not aid attempts 
underway to eliminate affirma
tive action in the state. •

— The Michigan Daily

' A  :::
-\ ■

“You should say f ib  
Hell with Spanish,’ ‘To 
Hell with music,’ ‘To 
Hell with PE.’You don’t  
do anything until that 
kid can read arid 
write.”

—  Brian Bilbray 
U.S. Representative

l^gh^nowmanMteturnetttil Spike It -

^  The Guardian previews upcoming winter NCAA Women’s Volleyball
movies and takes a look at all the other kooky Final Four comes to
and crazy holiday traditions that we love UCSD this weekend

yt Special Section, page 11 Sports, page 28
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Bilbray Visits Campus and Talks to Students
TOUR: Politician tours tics. He left school when he was “I tried to get the kids to under- asked what Bilbray thought of the 
KidS at control room offered an acting job on the east stand that not all cops were pigs, sad state of California’s schools,

coast and when that fell through, he and the cops to understand that not which were recently ranked the 
and meets Sally Ride went south to Florida. all kids were pukes,” he said. third worst in the nation in a Los

I cut my hair off, shaved my Bilbray decided he liked com- Angeles Times study, Bilbray 
By Terry Levy beard off and tried to get Disney to munity activism,- and announced replied that “well-intentioned legis-
Senior Staff Writer hire me,” Bilbray said. “They were his candidacy for the Imperial lators in Sacramento” were respon

ds. Representative Brian pretty redneck back then.” Beach city^council. He won. sible.
Bilbray, R-San Diego, spurt yams After Disney rejected him, “Within two years, all of the The 1960s .brought bilingual 
about politics, policy arid his child- Bilbray returned to Imperial Beach established politicians had been education to the classroom, as well 
hood in Imperial Beach before and was hired as a lifeguard. He thrown out and I was mayor of the as entirely new classes in health, 
about 30 students at a roundtable grew tired of what he described as city,” he said. “It’s all been down- art, music and physical education, 
luncheon Tuesday. persistent drug use around the hill from there. I never did get that “In my six years of elementary

By way of introduction, Bilbray Imperial Beach pier and vowed to acting job.” education, I watched one new class
discussed what led him into poli- do something about it. When Muir senior Mei-Hua Gee See BILBRAY, Page 8

I I S R t'iPIsl With V I I U W u a t e s

Allyson W\\cox/Guardian
Food: Rep. Brian- Bilbray, D-San Diego, (2nd right) lunched with students, including A.S. President Souley Diallo (right), at Muir’s Sierra 
Summit restaurant on Tuesday. The group discussed how Bilbray began his political career and the high quality of UCSD’s academics.

UCSD Marks World AIDS Day With Panel Discussion
TALK: Group discusses 
homelessness and 
AIDS/HIV
By Tabitha Granshaw 
Senior Staff Writer

As part of AIDS Awareness 
Week, the UCSD Women’s Cehter 
hosted a panel Monday entitled 
“Women and HIV/AIDS.” | f l  

The panel included Marie 
Pedrin-Gizoni, who is involved in 
PACTO, an organization that assists 
Latinos who have AIDS or are HTV

positive; Eliza Sobo, an anthropol
ogist who works at the UCSD 
Cancer Prevention and Control pro
gram; and Laura Stanley, a gradu
ate student of anthropology.

One topic discussed was safe 
vsex, or the lack thereof. Sobo said a 
lack of funds is often an obstacle to 
women practicing safe sex in their 
relationships; however, some of the 
obstacles are emotional.

“I have a man, and he’s loyal to 
me and I trust him and therefore, if 
I’m using condoms, I ’m telling him 
I don’t trust him,” Sobo said,

describing the attitude of many 
women in relationships.

The discussion also touched 
upon the topic of AIDS, HIV and 
homelessness*

‘Two years, ago, when a home
less person walked into [the] AIDS 
Foundation, they wouldn’t have 
them in there because they would
n’t want to deal with the problems 
they brought in,” Pedrin-Gizoni 
said.

Pedrin-Gizoni also mentioned 
problems associated with dealing 
with the homeless.

“One of the biggest issues that’s 
occurring right now in the HIV 
community is addressing the needs 
of homeless people... at least 85 
percent have drug or alcohol prob
lems, probably close to that number 
have some type of medical disor
der... no one wants to work with 
that population,” she said.

Karin Bonwitt, a student worker 
member at the Women’s Center, 
said heterosexual women with HIV 
or AIDS are sometimes reluctant to 
seek help because many of the 

See AIDS, Page 10
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Finally It’s Finals
All-Campus Study Areas
Social Sciences and Humanities Library
Fri.: 8 a.m. to midnight; Sat.; 10 a.m. to midnight; Sun.-Thurs.: 8 
a.m. to midnight; Fri., Dec. 12: 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Science and Engineering Library
Fri.: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat.: 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sun.: 10 a.m. to 
11:45 p.m.; Mon.-Thurs.: 8 a.m. to 11:45 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 12: 8 
a.m. to 6 p.m.

Undergraduate Library
Fri.: 9 a.m. to 8:45 p.m.; Sat.: 11 a.m. to 8:45 p.m.
Sun.: 1 p.m. to 11:45 p.m.; Mon.-Thurs.: 9 a.m. to 11:45 p.m.
Fri., Dec. 12: 9 a.m. to 8:45 p.m.
Special extended hours in South Study Room only 
Dec. 5-11: Midnight to 3 a.m.

Price Center Library Lounge
Sun.-Fri.: Midnight to 6 a.m. Free coffee will be provided.

Student Center Modular Offices Study Lounge 
located on 2nd floor
Mon.-Fri.: 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. Free coffee will be provided.

College-Sponsored Study Breaks
Sun., Dec. 7: All students are invited to a pizza stiidy break on 
Library Walk at 6 p.m. Three slices of pizza and a drink for only 
$1. Sponsored by ICRA.

Revelle College
Thurs., Dec. 4: Language tables will be set up at Plaza Cafe dur
ing dinner time for those who would like to practice for their for
eign language finals.
Sat., Dec. 6: “Power of One” will be shown at 9 p.m. in Why Not 
Here?. African food will be served.
Sun., Dec. 7 through Thurs., Dec. 11: The Residence Hall 
Association will be holding its burnout center beginning at 9 p.m. 
in Why Not Here?.

Muir College
Sat., Dec. 6: A midnight breakfast of ice cream will be served at 
Sierra Summit from 9:30 to 11 p.m. Slide shows of fall quarter 
will also be shown. Muir students only.
Sun., Dec. 7 through Thurs., Dec. 11: The Sequoia Room and 
Sierra Summit will be open from 8 p.m. to midnight.

Marshall College
Mon., Dec. 8: Midnight pancake breakfast will be served from 
11:30 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. at Ocean View Terrace.
Tues., Dec. 9: Enjoy “South Park” and cereal at Oceanview " 
Terrace from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. Marshall students only.

Warren College
Fri., Dec. 5 through Sat., Dec. 6: Enjoy the play “I am Santa 
Claus” in the Yosemite Room. Showings on Fri. at 8 p.m. and 11 
p.m and on Sat. at 8 p.m.
Thurs., Dec. 11: The Theater Guild is carolling in the J.K. Wood 
Lounge at 7 p.m.

Roosevelt College
Mon., Dec. 8: Decorate a gingerbread person at Africa Hall from 
9 to 11 p.m.
Wed., Dec. 10: “Animal House” will be shown in Latin America 
Hall from 8 to 10 p.m. Free drinks will be served.
Thurs, Dec. 11: Make your own pizzas in Asia Hall from 8 to 10 
p.m. Roosevelt students only. ,

Correction:
In the Mon., Dec. 1 article “Interfraternity Council Expels Deità 

Sigma Phi Fraternity,” only five fraternities filed grievances with the 
Interfraternity Council Judicial Board.

ET C ET ER A ...

THE NORM By Michael Jantze
F u n  w i + h
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UCSD Hosts NCAA Final Four
UCSD will host the NCAA Division HI Women’s 

Volleyball Championship tomorrow and Saturday at 
the RIMAC Arena.

UCSD head coach Duncan McFarland has led the 
team to a 25-5 record. The team is ranked third 
nationally and has won 21 games in a row.

UCSD will face off against No. 8 Central College 
(Iowa) Friday at 7:30 p.m.

No. 2 Washington University (Mo.) will play No. 
1 Juniata College (Pa.) at 4:30 p.m. on Friday.

On Saturday, UCSD will play in either the cham
pionship match at 7:30 p.m., or the third-place match 
at 4:30 p.m.

The nationally-recognized UCSD Pep Band will 
perform at UCSD’s Saturday match.

Tickets for the matches are $5 general admission, 
$3 students and $2 children under 12. The RIMAC 
box office will open at 3 p.m. on both days. For more 
information, call 534-4211.

UCSD Receives Grant to Support 
Alcohol Awareness on Campus

The U.S. Department of Education has awarded 
UCSD a two-year grant worth nearly $190,000 in an 
effort to promote student alcohol awareness and 
related health and safety issues.

The funds will support a campaign called “Five 
Colleges — One Community” to gather student feed
back about alcohol use and to promote alcohol

awareness facts and issues. UCSD will use several 
media outlets, including a home page on the Internet, 
e-mail messages, UCSD-TV and the Guardian.

The campaign was spearheaded by Lupe 
Samaniego-Kraus, health education director, and 
Nancy Wahlig, director of the Student Safety 
Awareness Program.

The program will advertise messages regarding 
alcohol use and will include extensive surveys across 
campus to assess students’ views of alcohol and 
dmgs.

The grant will support a full-time project coordi
nator and six student associates.

Professor Wins Presidential 
Prize for Work in Mathematics

Assistant Professor Katherine Okikiolu was hon
ored in a White House ceremony on Nov. 3 with the 
Presidential Early Career Award for Scientists and 
Engineers. She was recognized for her efforts in 
mathematics and for aiding inner-city children.

Okikiolu has been researching the “spectral deter
minant” of a dram — a number obtained by multiply
ing all the individual sound pitches of a dram note.

In her work with inner-city children, Okikiolu is 
developing a series of videos depicting teaching 
lessons that emphasize real-world perspectives — 
including hands-on activities such as* designing 
model dwellings and bridges and mending bicycles.

The UCSD Guardian is published Mondays and Thursdays during the academic 
year by and for the students of UCSD. Reproduction of this newspaper in any 
form, whether in whole or in part, without permission is strictly prohibited. 
© 1997, all rights reserved. The UCSD Guardian is not responsible for the return 
of unsolicited manuscripts or art. The views expressed herein do not necessarily 
represent the opinions of The UCSD Guardian, the University of California or the 
Associated Students. The UCSD Guardian is funded solely by advertising. 
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AIDS: Doctors 
not fully informed 
about disease
Continued from page 1 
treatment centers are in the lesbian 
and gay community.

“There’s issues if you are a 
women with HIV or AIDS; a lot of 
resources are in the lesbian and 
gay community and it makes it dif
ficult for some women who don’t 
feel an affinity to lesbian and gay 
people... it makes it more difficult 
for them to motivate,themselves to 
get the information,” Bonwitt said.

Sobo added that members of 
the lesbian and gay community are

sometimes hostile to heterosexuals 
afflicted with.HIV and AIDS.

“There’s some pushing aWay of 
a straight person by gay and les
bian organizations,” Sobo said.

The panel also addressed the 
issue that some individuals simply 
do not feel they are at risk to con
tract HIV.

“White, middle-class men, for 
the most part, think that it is a dis
ease for drug users, or poor peo
ple or people of color and not 
them... they’re surprised invari
ably when it happens to them,” 
Stanley said.

“I really believe that very few 
people actually think of them
selves as at risk,” Sobo added later

in the discussion.
Pedrin-Gizoni also said that 

many doctors are not fully 
informed about AIDS.

“Many doctors who have noth
ing to do with AIDS are very lim
ited in their knowledge,” Pedrin- 
Gizoni said;

Stanley said that in the gay 
community, AIDS is seen as a 
chronic-manageable disease.

However, Bonwitt added that 
there’s no real understanding in the 
gay community of what the drug 
schedule entails.

Due to a low turn out, the 
forum was informal and held as 
a discussion among the pan
elists. \

GREECE:
UCSD presents 
musical pieces
Continued from page 3 
pieces featured at the conference.

While many UCSD students, 
faculty and alumni presented con
certs and gave talks at the confer
ence, UCSD Music Professor 
Miller Puckette unveiled a new 
computer program. Although 
Puckette has designed and sold 
programs in the past; this one was 
presented as a gift to the world.

The program, known as “PD” 
for “Public Domain,” expands 
upon an earlier innovative program

of his known as “Max.” The “PD” 
program opens up new computer 
possibilities to regular musicians 
and adds the ability to create and 
process visual images from musi
cal cues.

Holding the 23rd annual con
ference in Greece was limiting at 
times. A “jam session” involving 
UCSD students, some of them 
improvising and responding to 
video cues, could not be carried 
out as planned. The original plan 
was to hold a simulcast, with per
formers in San Diego playing 
along with UCSD representatives 
in Greece. However, this proved 
impossible as the technology in 
Greece was not developed enough.
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Fair Coverage Wanted
Editor:

; In regard to the Dec. 1 article by 
Jonah Freedman titled, “Guardian 
Offers Cease-Fire to Greek 
System,” I am very enthused. Three 
cheers to Freedman for making an 
honest attempt to repair the rela
tionship between the UCSD Greek 
system and the Guardian There is 
much work to do, but his effort is 
truly appreciated by the Greek sys
tem.

I’m not really sure with whom 
he has spoken, but I am sorry that 
he got the impression that Greeks 
thought recent articles were slanted 
or were upset that the articles ran. I 
would like to remind him that in 
journalism, you are bound to get 
some flack.

The Greek system is the largest 
student organization on campus 
and consists of approximately 
1,000 members. If something is 
wrong, you will hear about it.

I thought that the articles 
regarding the happenings between 
the Interfratemity Council, Delta 
Sigma Phi and Sigma Alpha 
Epsilon were quite fair. They 
reported and'mediated news to the 
community. I have nothing T could 
really complain about.

In fact, I agree that the\ article 
showed that the Greek System was 
taking care of itself regarding the 
two fraternities. I also appreciate 
Freedman’s personal kudos to the 
Panhellenic Association’s decision 
regarding the two fraternities, as 
well as all the positive press about 
the Greek System that the 
Guardian has published in the past 
few months.

However, I’m not writing this 
letter just to thank you for the past 
few Greek-related articles. What I 
ask of the Guardian is simple —  
consistency.

It was only last April when 
Gjrace Jang wrote an unfounded, 
uneducated and clearly biased arti
cle titled, “UCSD Should Keep an 
Eye on Greek Slate.” As my mem
ory recalls, there were so many 
negative, stereotypes crafted into 
that piece that I wouldn’t even 
know where to begin correcting her 
on all of her misconceptions.

This past September, the 
Interfratemity Council, the
Panhellenic Association and

Jr ¿

Letters ̂  Editor
The Guardian welcomes letters from 
its readers. All letters must be no 
longer than three pages, typed, dou
ble-spaced and signed. Letters must 
also contain a phone number. We 
reserve the right to edit for length 
and clarity. Letters may be dropped 
off at the Guardian office on the 
second floor of the Old Student 
Center. Send all letters to:

The Guardian 
Opinion Editor 

9500 Gilman Dr. 0316 
La Jolla, CA 92093-0316 

Fax: (619) 534-7691 
e-mail: guardian@ucsd. edu

Intercollegiate Athletics sponsored 
a pre-game barbecue at a men’s 
waterpolo game. The purpose 
behind the barbecue was to get 
people out to the game and pass out 
information on the Greek System.

The Guardian reported that the 
barbecue was a huge success and 
added a few words about how 
shocked it was that the Greeks were 
involved. A mere two sentences is 
really not much when you put on 
the event. Could the Greek system 
and Intercollegiate Athletics be a 
formula for school spirit? Who 
knew?

I take note of Freedman’s com
ments about stereotypes of the
Greek system. I know they exist
and I understand there are people 
who are going to dislike the Greek 
system for whatever reasons. But 
I’m disheartened when I see that 
sentiment coming from the school 
newspaper, as in the articles stated 
above. Maybe it is not overt, but it 
is there.

I’ve got news for you — what is 
written in the Guardian, good or 
bad, does matter. Maybe those who 
dislike the Greek system will keep 
on believing what they want to 
believe, but a lot of people just 
don’t have an opinion either Way. 
So when anti-Greek sentiment is 
evident in the supposedly unbiased

school newspaper, what does that 
say to people who have no opinion 
eitheirway?

Here is what I ask of the 
Guardian. Be consistent. I under
stand that as the school newspaper, 
you are going to cover Greek-relat
ed events, and I’m all for that. But 
please, if you’re going to try to be 
unbiased, then be consistently 
unbiased.

I’ve been here four years and 
I’ve seen many sides to the 
Guardian, pretty much both ends 
of the spectrum. I like the recent 
unbiased perspective toward the 
Greek system, but I want it to last.
I expect that from my school news
paper.

What I ’d like to hope for is that 
even after Freedman has stopped 
writing for the Guardian, even after 
he has left UCSD, the Guardian 
will still remain unbiased toward 
Greeks. In fact, it shouldn’t matter 
who is writing the article. I truly do 
appreciate your article Freedman 
— and it is a step in the right direc
tion — but action speaks louder 
than words and I’m still looking.

Sahar Javadi
Vice President, Membership 

Panhellenic Association

Editor’s Note: Both Jang’s arti
cle and the barbequelwaterpolo 
article by Travis Hill ( “UCSD 
Rages? Believe It Man...’, ’ Sep. 29, 
1997) were opinion columns. They 
should not be regarded as indica
tive o f the Guardian’s attempt to 
strive for journalistic objectivity.

Prop. 2Q9 Necessary 
For Equality to Exist
Editor:

I recently read D. Thomas 
Carroll’s letter titled 
“Conservatives Blind to Racism in 
Society,” which appeared in the 
Nov. 20 issue of the Guardian. It 
was well-written and clever, yet 
like most other anti-Proposition 
209 rhetoric, it reflects an inability 
to see past the issue of racial equal
ity and deal with the real problems 
of affirmative action.

I am not blind to the racism in 
society. Carroll made the very 
popular case that, without affirma- 

See LETTERS, Page 6
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*•ALL specials include .Ŵ md̂ lioillqw.ufk 'vwriK Astigmatic lenses higher.
Not valid with any other offer. Offers expires 2/15/98.

Robert Heller, 0.D.|Steven TAyman, 0.D.
Costa Verde Center

8650 Genesee A ve. Ste. 220
(619)452-7374

Fashion Valley Center
N ear Saks Fifth A venue

(619)295-0537
curing jo r  l i c t u  siuaentsjor over 10 years / Hrs:M -f 10-7 * Sat. 10-6 • S u n . l i - 6  (f.v . o n l y )



6 OPINION The UCSD Guardian Monday, January 5, 1998

LETTERS:
Affirmative action 
furthers racism
Continued from page 5 
five action, minorities are at a 
clear disadvantage in every walk 
of life. While he is absolutely 
right, he does not consider that 
affirmative action will prevent 
minorities from ever shedding 
that disadvantage.

For four years I attended La 
Jolla High School, during which 
time one of the school’s vice prin
cipals was a black woman. Most 
students never had a reason to say 
a word to her, and subsequently 
knew nothing about her other than 
her appearance. I had one brief 
encounter with this vice principal, 
and found her to be intelligent and 
well-spoken.

Though none o f my classmates 
had reason to have developed a

contrasting opinion, there was a 
seldom-voiced, yet ever-present 
.assumption that she had attained 
her position due to affirmative 
action.

My contemporaries’ mention of 
her, however rare, almost always 
included a reference to the prefer
ential treatment which everyone 
assumed she had received.

This is what affirmative action 
has created. It was an essential 
program when it was introduced 
over 30 years ago. However, our 
society has now reached the point 
where the continued progression 
of race relations requires that affir
mative action be abolished.

Is there a level playing field? Of 
course not. Nevertheless, if  we are 
to move further in that direction, a 
16-year-old boy from La Jolla must 
be allowed to accept that a black 
woman can reach a distinguished 
position in society on her merits 
alone. Affirmative action denies

him that ability. As long as it exists, 
so will the assumption that it is a 
crutch on which the weak lean.

Joshua Throv

Media Misdirects 
Teens to “Safe” Sex
Editor:

In Tabitha Granshaw’s Dec. 1 
article, “UCSD Marks World AIDS 
Day With Panel Discussion,” Eliza 
Sobo is quoted as saying, “I really 
believe that very few people actual
ly think of themselves as at risk.” I 
agree with her. Furthermore, I 
myself am one of those people who 
considers himself not to be at risk, 
because I have a complete immuni
ty to HIV.

l  am writing because, after read
ing about AIDS Day, I have read 
nothing about how to protect one
self completely from AIDS. I am 
not referring to the use of condoms 
and so forth. Reducing the risk of 
AIDS is not the same as eliminat

ing it. I am referring to the one way 
a person can entirely protect them
selves from ever being at even the 
slightest risk for AIDS.

Do riot have extramarital sex and 
do not use illegal IV drugs. It seems 
to me that very few people here at 
UCSD do the latter— this is a good 
step. However, everywhere I look, 
the emphasis seems to be on “safe 
sex.” This does not eliminate the 
risk o f AIDS or other STDs. If you 
want to really protect yourself from 
HIV, try “no Sex.” Anyone who does 
this will be effectively immunized 
against virtually all STDs.

I leave it to the reader to decide 
whether or not immunity from 
AIDS, along with no risk o f  
unwanted pregnancy and perhaps 
a clean conscience, is worth the 
cost o f abstinence. But, if  you go 
ahead, take your chances with sex, 
and lose, please understand that it 
is your own fault.

Dana Zurek

Shocked by what you are reading?
_  Well, you should he. 

it’s the opinion section, for cryin’ out loud:
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the Journal’s Interactive Edition at No Additional Cost.*
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see a business school professor
or call 1-909-351-3260.
*The Wall Street Journal Interactive Edition offer is only valid when subscribing through a 

professor as part of the Joumal-In-Education program.
0 1997 Dow Jones and Com pany, Inc. A ll R ights Reserved

UPDATE:
A .S. future is 
looking brighter
Continued from page 4 
bled and released last quarter, the 
A.S. council is interested in 
improving school spirit and unity.

On the road to progress, A.S. is 
working with Triton Cheer to sup
plement its incentive program to 
provide students with athletic 
events. A newsletter will soon be 
sent to all student organizations, 
including a monthly calendar of 
events. A.S. avidly supports the 
move o f  our athletic teams to 
Division II and has set up an A.S. 
web-page to reach more students. 
The address o f  this page is 
http:llsd.cc3.ucsd.edu/~asucsd.

Entertainment is another area of 
concern for students. Programmer 
Kathy Lee is working with the 
council to provide the best year 
ever o f TGIFs, concerts and festi
vals. Winterfest promises to be an 
excellent show with a really big- 
name band. She brought Buck-O- 
Nine to a TGIF and continues to 
provide that stellar beer garden. 
Also, the council is collecting 
funds from local businesses to 
make this year’s upcoming Sun 
God Festival the best ever.

Financially, student organiza
tions can be thankful that this 
year’s council used a little fore
thought in doling out the money. 
There is plenty left to take all stu
dent organizations through spring 
quarter, something that rarely hap
pens. Also, council is working to 
expand A.S. Lecture Notes, the Co
ops are doing well and this year’s 
finance office constructed a long
term fiscal plan to ensure future 
A.S. financial security.

The A.S. could improve by 
more effective dispersal Of infor
mation about events and issues. 
Council should not rely solely on 
Synergy and the weak Authorized 
Propaganda. The A.S. should issue 
press releases to the Guardian 
because it is more widely read than 
any other campus publication.

All in all, the 1997-1998 A.S. 
Council is doing much to improve 
student life, and it deserves a pat on 
the back. We expect this level o f 
energy arid productivity to continue 
through winter and spring quarters.

So It’s  the
I  IW M fltlfliK ffi ^W C j g l l H I l H f j f r  | | 1  M a t ?

quarter and you * 
think you can laze 
around without a  

care in the world?'
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Letter P ropagates AIDS

Letters ̂ Editor
The Guardian welcomes letters from 
its readers. All letters must be no 
longer than three pages, typed, dou
ble-spaced and signed. Letters must 
also contain a phone number. We 
reserve the right to edit for length 
and clarity. Letters may be dropped 
off at the Guardian office on the 
second floor of the Old Student 
Center. Send all letters to:

The Guardian -  Opinion Editor 
9500 Gilman Dr. 0316 

La Jolla, CA 92093-0316 
Fax: (619) 534-7691 

e-mail: guardian@ucsd.edu

Editor:
In the letters of Jan. 5, 1998, 

Dana Zurek asserts that, “the one 
way a person can entirely protect 
themselves from ever being at even 
the slightest risk for AIDS.,.” is 
“Do not have extramarital sex and 
do not use illegal IV drugs.”

This is a false, and pernicious 
myth.

AIDS is caused by the sexually 
transmissible virus HIV, and a mar
riage certificate provides no pro
phylactics whatsoever — unless 
it’s written on latex! Tragically, 
millions of people who “did not 
have extramarital sex and did not 
use illégal IV drugs,” have been 
infected with HIV through conju
gal sex, and most of them did not 
even know their spouses had been

exposed to HIV.
Zurek’s simplistic absolutism 

and sanctimonious finger-pointing 
are way out-of-line for the complex 
human behaviors involved in 
AIDS.

Richard O. Brown

Guardian Sports to 
Focus on UCSD
Editor:

Mike Martinez wrote in the 
Dec. 1 issue an article with a valid 
concern. His piece titled “Mi Casa: 
Northern Cali Conspiracy Plots” 
points out a problem that has 
plagued the Guardian’s Sports sec
tion for at least the past five years 
(as long as F ve been here).

Sports opinion articles too fre

quently focus on professional 
sports. It doesn’t matter which par
ticular city —  San Diego, San 
Francisco, or even Pittsburgh. The 
UCSD Guardian is a newspaper for 
UCSD students and it should focus 
on just that — UCSD Sports.

If readers are interested in pro
fessional sports, the first place they 
are going to look for it is in a pro
fessional newspaper. If readers are 
interested in sports at UCSD, they 
can’t find that information in any 
professional publication. It is the 
Guardian’s responsibility to chal
lenge itself, its journalistic abilities 
and its readers to examine and 
investigate UCSD sports.

As a member of a sport club on 
campus, I would like to see an 
opinion article which gives an in-

Myths
depth look at some of the non- 
NCAA athletes on campus. Provide 
clubs with valuable publicity while 
teaching the general student body 
something new and interesting 
about sports.

The first UCSD football game 
since 1967, that happened two 
weekends ago, is probably a good 
place to start. How about an article 
on the archery club, the badminton 
scene or an ultimate disc player 
profile? These are examples of 
educational and investigative jour
nalism that we, as students, should 
expect at our university.

Mike Martinez’s article points 
out a valid problem. I hope this 
response points out an appropriate 
solution..

Ben Finkelor

WARMING:
Economy to benefit 
from disaster
Continued from page 4 
landslide Senate vote, the adminis
tration is not yet ready to capitulate. 
It seems bent upon piecemeal 
enactment of treaty provisions via 
Presidential fiat, and one can count 
on Gore to continue or even accel
erate that policy if he manages to 
get himself elected in 2000.

Keep a sharp eye out for 
attempts to raise gasoline and ener
gy taxes, as well as requirements 
demanding conversions to expen
sive, less efficient (from a produc
tivity standpoint) technologies in 
new consumer items such as elec

tric cars and business machinery.
Of course, being bureaucrats, 

the conferees neglected to consider 
the cheapest and most obvious solu
tion available to any global warm
ing “problem”: simply sit back and 
do nothing. The architects of the 
Kyoto myopia conspicuously 
refused to invite the economist who 
is the leading advocate of doing just 
that, Dr. Thomas Gale Moore, a 
senior fellow at the Hoover 
Institution at Stanford University.

Dr. Moore has devoted himself 
to discovering the positive side to 
global warming. He presents an 
excellent case for those who are 
able to extricate themselves from 
the leftist propaganda that has 
dominated the discussion up to this 
point and take a look at what he

says. Dr. Moore marshals historical 
and economic reasoning, as well as 
good old-fashioned common sense, 
to argue that warmer could indeed 
be better.

The main economic arguments 
in favor of warmer weather are 
lower health-care costs and higher 
utility. Moore, citing studies pro
duced by our own government 
back in the ’70s when the boogie 
man was global cooling, claims 
that health care costs would be $20 
billion less today if the temperature 
was 4.5 degrees Fahrenheit higher. 
A 4.5 degree Fahrenheit raise is 
approximately what the nattering 
nabobs of global • warming nega
tivism are'predicting for 2050.

- Dr. Moore also claims that 
American people will be happier -—

that is they will have higher utilities 
— if they live in warmer weather. 
One of the ways he came to this 
conclusion was by measuring work
ers’ willingness to accept lower 
wages in order to live in warmer cli
mates. According to Dr. Moore’s 
figures, workers would be willing 
to part with $30 to $100 billion in 
wages in exchange for weather that 
was 4.5 degrees Fahrenheit warmer.

Finally, Dr. Moore appeals to 
common sense. Obviously, even a 
9-degree Fahrenheit change in the 
weather, occurring gradually over 
the course of a century, would not 
destroy our civilization. Industries 
and activities would adapt as neces
sary, and we would go on our way.

Even the much hyped increas
ing of the sea level would be a very

gradual process with which we 
would not have very much trouble 
coping. Certain low-lying third 
world countries might have trou
ble, but we could easily come up 
with ways to help them out for far 
less expense than would be 
required if we implemented the 
Kyoto provisions.

Hopefully, the conferees at 
Kyoto had fun, because they cer
tainly produced nothing of value 
during their time in Japan. 
However, there is one good use to 
the studies and treaty provisions 
from Kyoto, now that they have cut 
down all those trees to print them 
up. Copies make great kindling for 
wood fires and barbecues. The 
administration can put that in its 
pipe and smoke it.
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CEREMONY:
Building intended as 
a “temple” to dancers
Continued from page 1 
wall that opens the building to the 
main campus and the Mandell 
Weiss Forum and Theatre.

The facility also features aper
tures in the arching wall that allow 
natural ventilation and light into 
the studios, floor-to-ceiling win
dows, basketweave floors, 
acoustical isolation of the studios, 
and spacious shower and locker 
rooms.

Predock, an award-winning 
architect, referred to his new facili
ty as a temple created specifically 
for the dancers.

The design is “a dance on the 
site... an impulse toward move
ment where the dynamic tension 
between the building and its site 
echoes the choreographic rela
tionship between dancers,” 
Predock said. “It’s about dance 
and space, which is a spiritual 
connection.”

Several guests at the opening 
said they enjoyed the exhibition 
of the creatively designed build
ing.

“I particularly like the config
uration and different shapes of 
the windows,” said former UCSD 
dance instructor Colleen 
Shipkowski. “Our society is fair
ly linear, but if dancers are sur
rounded by different types of 
designs, it’s easier for them to 
create.”

Prior to the completion of the 
Dance Studio Facility, the dance 
program shared part of the Main 
Gym with the physical education

department. According to 
Margarette Marshall, dance pro
gram director and instructor, the 
conditions of the facility were 
confined and unsafe for the 
dancers.

‘The dancers were getting too 
many injuries, such as sprained 
ankles and shin splints, from such 
poor floors,” Marshall said.

Through a long process of 
petitioning, Marshall spearhead
ed the campaign for a better 
facility.

In response to the administra
tion’s refusal to remodel the 
Main Gym, students wrote letters 
to then-
C h a n  c e l l o  r 
R i c h a r d 
Atkinson and the 
vice chancellors.
They also held 
classes outside 
of Atkinson’s 
office to gain 
recognition for 
the dance pro
gram’s heeds.

According to 
M a r  s h a 1 1 ,
Atkinson decided 
to allocate an 
additional $1.5 
million (for a total 
of $3 million) to 
build a new facili
ty in response to 
the petitions.

A r t h u r 
Wagner, former 
chair and a found
ing father of the 
T h e a t r e 
D e p a r t m e  n t , 
expressed his 
approval of the

new structure.
“You don’t see many dance 

buildings on campuses,” Wagner 
said. “This will project the for
warding of the Department of 
Theatre and Dance.”

Approximately 200 people 
attended Tuesday’s opening cere
mony, including faculty, alumni 
and officials.

Marshall described Tuesday’s 
opening as a long-awaited milestone 
for the future of UCSD dance.

“Today’s opening was such a 
spiritual experience,” Marshall 
said, “We can do nothing but suc
ceed from here.”

The new $3 million dance building jo ins the 
Mandell W eiss Forum and Theater in the UCSD 
Theatre District, located south of Revelle 
College on Mandell W eiss Lane

FLU: Students
should wash their 
hands to be safe
Continued from page 1  
myth that cold and rainy weather 
makes people sick is not exactly 
true.

“The only thing about the 
weather that affects it is that we 
come indoors and are closer 
around each other rather than being 
in an open space,” she said. “In bad 
weather, we’re all indoors”

Hendrickson also said that stu
dents who received flu shots earli
er this year have a better chance of 
avoiding the flu. The influenza 
vaccine immunizes recipients 
against the three types of flu virus
es that Centers For Disease 
Control And Prevention (CDC) 
scientists think will be most preva
lent during the upcoming season.

“The flu shot definitely helps 
because there’s going to be more 
than one strain of flu that people 
are sick with here,” Hendrickson 
said. ‘There’s going to be several, 
and the more common ones are 
going to be the ones that are cov
ered by the CDC. It’s proven to be 
true in the past and I don’t think it 
will really be different this year.

‘Those people that have got
ten their flu shots will statistically 
definitely not get the flu or have a 
reduced case with those three 
influenzas,” she added.

Hendrickson said that student 
who have fevers over 101 °F 
should not attend classes. Also, in 
order to avoid catching a flu or 
cold, students should wash their 
hands frequently and avoid large 
groups of people.

“Qur natural habit is to put our 
hands near our mouth and eyes, 
our mucous membranes, and 
that’s how we transmit these 
things from our hands to our bod
ies,” she said. “It’s important to 
do frequent hand washing and to 
avoid large collections of people 
when you don’t have to [be 
among them].”

According to Shumaik, com
plications of the flu virus include 
pneumonia, meningitis and dehy
dration. He stressed that people 
should not go to an emergency 
room unless they are experienc
ing severe symptoms.

“They shouldn’t go at all 
unless they have shortness of 
breath or they’ve got a terrible 
headache and they’re vomiting or 
they’re dehydrated, “ he said.

Shumaik also said that antibi
otics will not help people afflicted 
with cold and flu viruses.

Revelle Junior Gwen Shores, 
who is just beginning to develop 
symptoms of the flu, said she feels 
like she just hasn’t been able to fully 
recover from the flu this season.

“It’s like I never really heal,” 
she said. “I’ll start to feel better 
but then I’ 11 get sick again. No 
one’s healing, we’re all just pass
ing it on to each other, “

Shumaik said that there is no 
way of knowing whether emer
gency rooms will be filled with 
flu sufferers in the near future.

“You can’t really track what’s 
going to happen,” he said. “Over 
the holidays there was a big rush 
and none of the emergency 
departments are seeing the num
bers they were seeing then. So, 
whether it’s truly over, we don’t 
know. It could be.”

College Leadership Opportunities
Are you looking for a challenging and exciting job next year? Gain valuable leadership and job 
experience! Apply to be an Resident Advisor/House Advisor or Orientation Leader at one 
of the Five Colleges.
See below for where to pick up an application and deadlines to apply:

Resident Advisor Orientation Leader
College Deadline/Applications at: Deadline/Applications at:

January 23 January 28
Residence Life Office or College Center or 
Student Activities Center or Dean’s Office
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January 23
Residence Life Office

January 26
Residence Life Office

January 23
Residence Life Office

February 2 
Residence Life Office

January 30
Academic Advising Office

January 23
Dean’s or
Academic Advising Office

February 13
Dean’s Office

February 2 
Academic Advising Office


