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MOUNT SAN JACINTO STATE PARK

(Summary by Lois Ann Woodward)

Mount Sen Jacinto State Perk is located in River-
side County nineteen miles west of HEmat'on the upper reaches
of the mountein top above Idyllwild. The park includes
14,000 acres and extends fron.Iéylltili on the "Pines to
palms Highway," to the summit of the mountain.  Within its
boundaries are preserved many beautiful scenic spots, native
trees, plants and animal life. »

The name San Jacinto was givem to the mountain by
Spanish priests who entered the beautiful valley of San
Jacinte one summer on August 16, and named 1%, and the
highest mountein peak for saint Hyacinth, the salnt whose
éay it was,

Mount San Jacinto is the chief peak of the range
bearing its name which extending southeasterly, forms the
eastern wall of the Colorade Desert from San Gorgonio Pass
down teo the Mexican borders A giant, perpetually snow-
capped grenite creg with great thrusts of lava, Mount San
Jacinto's eastern face rears almost perpendicularly from
the floor to an altitude of 10,805 feet. Deep canyons
and ravines riddle and cut inte the mountaint's sides which
thrust themselves out in huge, jagged spurs. Its rugged

slopes bristle with pines. On the desert side, the trees




soon thin out graduating into chaparral, mesquite, sage
and cactlio.

The park area abounds in Indian lore and legend
and historic incidente. It was a favorita hunting and
fishing ground for the numerous Indian tribes who lived on
the mountain or in its vieinity, Dim tralls, arrows,
metate holes, rock plcture drawings\and carvings are some
of the old relics of Indian life remaining today.

Mount San Jacinto was important in the ennals of
California history as a natural landmarko. It was used as
a guidepost fqr travelers across the Coléradc Desert, In
1774,Juan Bautista de Anza accompanied by two priests and
twenty'smldiers made the first overland journey &cross
this desert to the/Califernia settlements. The Anza trail
was used by parties of eolonists for Califernia until 1782,
Indians destrcyed thé two missions on the Colorado River
in 1781 and Anza's road was closed for more than forty
years hecause ~f the hostility of the Yumas. In later
years the route was followed by traders, trappers, foriy-
niners and hundreds of pioneers and the nverland mail, Some
of the emigrants who crossed the desert mountains made
permanent homes in the vieinity of Mount Sean Jacinto.

, In 1937, the State acquired title to 14,000
acres on Mbunt gsan Jacinto for the purpnse‘ef*a state
park. The park site extends from Idyllwild teo the sum-

mit. Roadways are prohibited within its remote sectionse



They are penetrable only by foot or horseback. There 1s
Apreserveé a large area, distinctive and refreshing because

it retains the full measure of its natural, primeval charm.
Wwell made trails lead to Tahquitz Peak, Sunset Peak, Tamarack
vValley, Lily Rock and Lake Hemet. Horseback riding and hik-
ing are two pleasant recreations,Mount San Jacinto State Park
has' to @ffer.its visitors. Goond camping grrunds are at Idyll-

wild and Kerno,
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