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San Franoiaoo, Aui1Uat, Fifteenth, 1.914 • 

Bile a E. l3aker, Esq. , 

Lemon Grove., C1alif. 

Dear sir:: 

}ieceipt of you1· letter of August 11th is 
hereby acknowledged. l !'rom your statement it ap-
pears that the Cuyamaoa \7a.ter Company has not been 
at any time .1ustified in demanding payment at the 
rate of 18-3/4.¢ per 100 cubic feet ., as under tho 

~ rules approved by th.is Commission, water used on an 
area of over one-halt an acre ie c·onsidered an irri-
gation use., p articularly ·when used for comrrercial 
purposes as in your case. 

The Corrn:nission•s d·ecision in Case 631 that 
I heard recently in San Diego vtill be issued within 
a few daya amd will, I hor. e, more o1early and 
equita "~ly establish ra.t '! s to be in effect pending a 
final readjustment upon the application :for an es-
tabliShment ot rates of the Cuyamaoa Water Co. This 
appl .ication cornea up 'for hearing ll'ovember 17th. 

BWH.llll 

Very truly yours, 

(Signed) Alex Gordon 

Commir.sioner. 

DO NOT -~MO,;;·cJ 
ANY LETTER 

FROM THIS FILE. 
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Ur. -·F_tea -.. "'-'·or - -.j. ~ ' 
Lenon G~ove, Cali~. 

Gr Sir: 
Referrinp-

- .d !" "70 rato, 

cc.rriccl a contr ot ~or 1rr1 

. 
~c t · r t• n one-half' a.cre in extont 

~ c ccntraotad 'tor. 

You 

28, 1 13, th~t th . 

•::ar nrior to :;our ·r sant 

i t 1 not our under t di 

• 191 , you 
,~ au. t. 

Sep·t. 2fj, 1914 • 

llr. lJiloa E. Bakar. 

Lemon Grovo, Cel. 
Deur Sir:-

. Rela.tlvo to ow: converaa.tlon of 

laat ' weok, I believe you auggestod to ~o 
tbat you wanted l/8 llinors Inoh of wo.ter 

for tha uao on yom• place in Block "A" nnd 

thet eftor using t'P.D.t v.nxnmt, ·you l'Xluld bo 
willing to pay f"ol~ retar at tl 0 domostio ra.to 

of 15~ a tlmusand gallons. Am · I oorroot in thio 

u~oratanding.? \~'ill you kinUly r.:rito roo rclati vo 
to thiD? 

Youm VOl"Y truly, 

011yameoa Water Com.') cny, 

Dy_' _...-=.._7-=-· (/..;;....;_f)__;;;;~----·-
~E-DK 

• 

CUYAMACA WATER CO. 

FILE No. __ WJ ~~- .. _ .. 

• 



JOHtl W • . ESH&.EMAN, CCIIUIIIIIOMII:R. ,..I.IOIM1' 
H. D. LOV£LAt(o, C:OMMIIe.OMCIIl 
ALEX ORDO o COMMI8810NCII 
EDWt • EDOERTOHo COMMII810MC1t 
M.\X THELEN, COMMIISIONCII, Ano••n 

AODIICaa ALL COMMUNICAT10N8 TO 
ltAILROAD COMMtaiiOM OJ' THt STAU Of C:ALifOIINIA 

Case 631. 

. 
:u:c» a.b Qtn lltntfss · 

~~ nf l~e .. l.Ott 

~fah nf Qtaiifnrnia 
TENTH FLOOR1 CONNIROIAL BUILDINQ 

na MAflKC1' aTIIC&T 
AN FRANCISCO 

Cuyamaca Water Co., 
916 Eighth St., 

San Diego , Calif., 

Gentlemen: 

CHARU• R. DETRICK, IICfliTAfl\' 
H. H.taANDORNt UTt UPUT 
R. lAO Hilt AOT. CKIIP IMOIMUfl 
L. "· ftiVHOLDI. AUD&TOfl • 
Po A, IINIHIINIRe IOND UPUT -

The Commission is in receipt of a communication from lliles 
E. Baker stating that he still required to make payment at the 
rate of 25¢ per thousand gallons or 18!¢ per hundred o~.ft. as 
heretofore . It is the underst~ding . of the Commission that Mr. 
Baker owns a plot of ground 100 X 300 feet, containing approxi-
mately 7/10 of an acre and that this land is fully occupied by 
dwelling, garden and orchard, and that the oonsnmer· ~epends tn· 
part at least upon this land to produce h;s living through the 
sale of fruit and garden crops. ~ 

Under the Commission's interpretation of your rules and reg-
ulations, this consumer is entitled to an irrigation rate of $70 · per miner's inch per annum, and under the supplementary decision · 
in Case 631 ~ou are constrained to make adjustment of all payments 
received for water used subsequent to August 27th, 1913 on this 
basis. 

a.-
We are ,,nabla to find .... record of this consumer in your exhib-

its filed in connection with Case 631, and presume that his land 
a:ppears under the name of some other person and he is not plotted. 
~ill you kindly provide this Commission With a description of this 
property. In this consumer's most recent comm1nioatio~ he states 
that some official of your company informed him that the Commission's 
decision fixing the 70 irrigation rate was to apply only upon the : 
tracts covered by contracts with the San Diego Flume Co. I real• 
ize that this was a mistaken statement on the part of your employ-
ees and trust that you will correct the impressian, as the irriga• · 
tion rateB are to apply upon all are~s above one-hal~ an acre used 
for commeroia1 purposes, and this is believed to be clearly set 
forth in the decisions of the Commission. 

Very truly yours, 

(ientleme.n: : 

Gel)t. 28 . 191 • 
- . 

CUYAMACA WATER CO. 

FILE No. ____ J_k.f: ______ ~ 
- -::· l 

DO NOT REMOVE 
· ANY LETTER 

FROM THIS FJLE. 
· . ·· · · Answering your letter of Sept. '23d, re a.rd.iJ?o the 

. ~ter rt:\te of .til ~s E. J3altcr , at Lamon G·r·ove: 'U"- ile ~ t is 
true that ur. Dakcr has over one-half acre o-r laLd , it ia a.lso 
true t hat hi .:J propert .. r consists of four ""ift~.r-:f'.o ot lots, n.n' 

' en. e built .his house it vras ·on the understanding t1iil. t ~ -:e 
,.-.-... ,,,.,...., wae to ~e furnished domestic uater only. 

. 
We never a.gretJd to urnish him irri~"'O.tion \T'""ter; neither 

have e ever furnished a.n~,rone elao with irrieati .'l:; :rater cxcept-
ilJg under ":,., e old c on+racto. JSr . Baker did not a· c a '.'I~ tel.• ri~ht 

· contract of any kind. In addition, · r. Jla.kcr fi:J a .. u:r.: :-nc Jilan t 
on 1is own !1ropcrty , .... nd ·can purnp i' ig·l- in:; ~ia ~e~" n:' t, t:e he 
wants • . 

-s.;~=·~" If' we llou him 1/611 or ater and ch hi!n irri ation 
rates others :1111 de.na.nd tl aa je t.re; t J ·~nt t n we ·rc not 
the .;t .r to furniBrl at ~0 preaer.t time. ~oit~~r io it . ir 
to .nake us furnish o.me a.t ... 70 n inoh or 1!1!' · .. ~t to nd -~ llona • 
:ror · ev .ry drop ot ta .. er th;.lt w" dGvelop on .o' t Cu·· · cu. ~"ate 
cost s us bet e en ?~·and 8~ a thou.and B llons. 

., . il eta-
inc , o 1 00 

on tJ1:.. 
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CUYAMAOA WATBB COMPANY 
aUCCIIIOIII TO 

DB HAJIC DIBOO I'LCMB COKP.li'CY 
O"ICI, PLITCHIIl 8UILOUte 

Ill lleHTH eualf, IITWIIN D AltO a 
P.o. aox '"''I 

Case 631 

Railroad Commission, 
state of California, 
833 Market Street, 
San Franoisoo, Cal. 

j 
ao ~LaTCH II ..... ,AOU 

LOU • • _,ATH~·· SIC .. TAaY 
c. H AIUUTT. •uPIIUifTI"DINT 

SAN oa~:oo. CALIFoRNIA. Sept. 29, 1914. 

Dear Sir:.:. Attention .-ir. Alex Gordon 

Relative to your letter of September 23rd regard-

ing water supply to Niles E. Baker at Lemon Grove, l:r. Baker 

has over one-half acre of land which he has in garden and or-

chard. His extended use of water from the Cuyamace. system · . 

averages leas than 0.02 !:liners Inoh for which he heretofore 

paid the Company 25¢ a thousand gallons. If our understanding 

1 s oorreot, your Commission requires thet we allow this 0.02 

Miners Inch at the $70 .oo rate and refund any moneys that were 

paid us in excess of the ~70 .oo per !liners Inch sino e July let 1 

1913. 

TPE-BK 

Thanking you for a reply regarding this matter I we are , 

Yours very truly, 

CO·!?AllY, 
By ____________________ _ 

Map Enoloa. 
ATER CO. 

DO NO t PEtv1 
AN Y L -=--t-TER 

FROM THIS FlLE. 



. 
llr. Hllea E. Eaker, 

Lennn Grove. Oe.l. 
. . . 

Dear Sir:-

to your d 

It remai ns. hewever, for them to · say that you should b~ . ' on:tit1ed to e.ny more then your regtt1ar ~ est~bl1shea. Sllow-- . 
ance whi ch thoy did not state ·in their letter to us. . . . , . . . . 

• 
1 he.vo ·1na-treatly taken t~s matter up with the co~i~s-

• • I ~~~~c·=·~~ 

a.a tt~ commission aaggests. . 
matter elide for e. week or ~~ 

• • JOHtl Mo I•HLIMAH, COWWIIIIOHU, PUIIDIHP 
H. D, LOVlLAHD. COWWIIiiOHU 
ALC~ . GOf'DOH, oowwtnJOMI'I . \\"nab at.ommtsst 

CHARLES R. DETRICK, lltCIIlTAIIY 
H. H,'I8AHBORH, fiATC UPIUI'T 

ID~I~ Qr IDGIRTOH. COYYIIIIOHU 
MAX [.. I'LIH, COWNIIIIOMU, Ano•u•n 

ADD.,UI ALL OOW~UNICATIOHI TO 
ltAII."OAD CONWI .. IOH or THI aTATC or CAI.IFOitHIA 

Gentlemen: 

~~ of t~e :Otr 
~fafe nf Q!alifntnia: 

TENTH FLOOR, COMMERCIAL BUILDIHO 
1~1 WAilKCT ITitCCT 

SAN FRANCISCO October, 
Second, 

R. SACHSE, ACT. CHill ltHC:.INUII 
L. R. REYNOLDS, AUDJTOII 
P . A. SIH8HEIWEfl, IOND UI"UT 

TltUf'HONC-IUTTitlt 2210 

J. 9 1 4 • 

Calif. 
r 

• 

Your letter of September 28th in re. the complaint of Ri les E. Baker duly received. Under the rules and regulations Which you suggested and which received the approval o~ the Commission·, Ur. Baker undoubtedly must be considered an ~irrigation consumer, regardless o£ Whether or no he had ever entered into a contract with your company or its predecessor. Under the circumstances, 
w~ cannot agree tha.t you are being compelled to furnish Baker with water at irrigation rates, but rather that you have brought thi~ act.ion upon yourselves and to be consistent that Mr• Baker must now be given water at the rate of $70 per miner's inch continuous flow. However, as wa.s suggested in the rec;ent letter of Commis-sioner Gordon, the amount of watQr that Mr. Baker shopld receive. should be approximately that which he has, ~sed recently. 

• 
We suggest this to be about 1/8 of an inch as Mr. B~er stated that to be the amount charged for on treats contiguous to his of equal area. Whether this water is costing you up to 8 cents a----~ thousand gallons or no, is a matter enttrely apart, nnd one that will be considered i~ connection with your application upon which a hearing will be conducted later this yonr. 
It .appeara that in the meantime, Mr. Baker is as much entitled to the irrigation rate as any other consrumer similarly classified under your rules and regulations and the ordersof the Commission. Neither other irrigation consumers nor t~. Baker are as e understand it, receiving water at so much for the average use, but rather that the $70 rate will give ~ return to the oo~any nears~. 2i1 per thous-and gallons aotually delivered than the li? rate of return should the flow be uniform and of the fUll amount contracted. There appears tG be no way in which the .Oommiasion oan &baol~e you from your ap-parent obligation to adjust Ur• Dakar's rate, and we suggest that you aot ·accordingly. 

RAILROAD CO SSIOB OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 



( 

' • 

.. 

State Re..1.1rond Com:J asian. 
833 !. kat Stroot, 
san · Pranoisco. Cal. 

Gentleman~-

• 

::'elativc to yaa.r letter of Ootobor 2nd 

reg~rl1ng water SUllpl,- to 1Jilea E. Bclte:r at Lamon Grave 

stating. - ntho nrnount of r1ator tltnt ·rr· Bakor should reoeivo. 

should ba nppro:d.mately that which he lw.a uaed rocentJ.y." 
. 

!Iio 1ong po:riod u:::e of Tmter fmm the Ouyamaca s~tEm is 
. 

abottt o .025 !liners Inoh ns sh®n by the aoooml]anying list. . . . 
If our vnd orstanding is. cor :eot. your Commission srsnts that 

. 
a:ny half' aoro (o:r above) consumer 171a7 deUIUld irrigation se~ 

. 
vice to the same extent at this time that he raoeivad prior · 

to :.un-ah. 23. 1912, but oho.rgoa.blo nt tho present ir~gstion . 

. 
..,. '10 .oo per annum will fullfil otrr o ligation. 

rasting that this is satiefao'toey 
. 

Your ver~ traly .. 
· COYA&JAOA WAT.r:R • 

TP~ BA 

- ot EnolOo 

11'19 ou.tt. 
1170 
1000 
1160 

17 
1313 
1045 

680 
. '188 
930 

:. 440 
900 

1340 cu.. 
'130 
'180 
aoo 
810 

11'10 
820 
910 
900 
870 
830 
850 

. 1060Q 10810 

SS4 901 
1340 

. 
Qu.ynmaoa Water co •• 

ft. 

1913 

000 ou. 
770 

· 'ISO 
aoo 
942 
eoo 

. 1000 
900 
800 
800 
000 
GOO 

9592 

'799 

1000 

ft • . 

1!'140 ou. ft :z .026 ! .I • 

323 " -- .olG n.I. n 

• 

• 

l!Okor • 

1914 

600 ou.tt. 
600 
600 
500 
800 
800 
830 
760 
870 

3363 

70'1 

8'10 

. 

• 
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-'OHM N. ESHLEMAN, COIIIItaatOMCit, ,.IIIUIO&W~ 

.e 0.\\"t\l a'b Qtu ntlltig.fl'i 
CHARLl .... R. DlTRIOK, UCUTAitV 
H. H. IAHIORN, IIIA'rl IUI .. T H. D. LOVELAND, COIIIItaatOMitlt 

ALEX QORDOH, COIIIItlaiOftCit ft, 8A.OHII, ACT. OHIIP INGINCI:It 
EDWlf\< "'l . EDGERTON, COIIIIIaalONCit L. ft, ftlYNOLDI, AUDlTOII 

... A, 8IH8HIIMIR, IOND UPUT , ~ off~e :04 
MAX .ELEN, coanuaaaoNCit, ATTOwtnY 

ADDIICaa ALL COIIMUMICAT10MI TO 
ltAILitOAD COMMIIIION 0' 'fMC ITATC OP' CALIFORNIA • 

~fab uf Qtalifotnia 

\ 

case 631. 

TENTH FLOOR, COMMERCIAL BUILDING 
aaa IIAitltCT ITitCil'T 

8AN FRANCISCO 

Cuyamaca Water Co., 

916 Eighth St. , 

San Diego, Calif. 

Gentlemen: 

DO NOT REfV10VE 
I ANY LETTER 

EROM THIS FIL~. · 

The complaint of Niles E. Baker against 
the rates assessed against his property by · 
your company has been inv~stigation, and report 
made to the Commission. While it appears that 
a strict interpretation o~ the rules of your 
company would place this consumer in the class 
o:f irrigation users, and it would then be nec-
essary to npp1y the irrigation rate, it is how-
ever difficul.t to :fix upon the amount 'of wat-
er that should be set aside lor this i:rri gat ion 
use, and es there apparent1y wou1d be a very 
considerable difficulty over the charges against 
other similar consumers, it appears proper that 
the rate established by decision upon Case 631 
should apply in this instance, and Mr. Baker .has 
been so in£ormd. ' · 

· You will of course, adjust all payments for 
water used sinoe the approval. of the rnles and 
~egulations now in effect upon this basis and 
credit Mr. Baker With the difference between the 
amounts so derived ·and the payments actually made. 
There may of course9 be a reconsideration of such 
matters at the time of the hearing upon Applica-
tion 1231. 

• • 
JOHN ... IIHLIMAH, COIUUIIIONU, PUI, .... , 

.e 0.\\-to a'b Qtnmllrisgf. 
CHARLKS~R. DETRICK, ICCilCTAIIY 
H. H. aAHBORH, uTc uPcRT H, De LOVILAND, OOIUUI.ION!I:fl 

ALI)t GORDON, CO .. WIIIICfNIR 
.DWI ... 0. IDQiftTONo C:Ol!'IUIIIONU 
NA HILIN1 COWf'liUIO '"• AnoiUI&Y 

ADDJIIII ALL OOWW\IftiCATIOHI TO 
llAU ... OAD co.-MilliON Or T"ll ITATC or CALtrORHIA 

Ed Fletcher, Esq. • . 

~ or f~e ".Ott 
Ro SACHSE, ACTo CHIII:F CNGINCCit 
&.. R, REYNOLDS, AUDITOJl 
P, A. SIHSHEIMER, IOND UI'I:RT 

~faf2 .of Qtalif.otnia 

811 WARICitT ITIIUT 
SAN FRANCISCO October, 

Seventeenth, 
]» 9 1 4. 
CUYAMACA WATER CO. 

Fletcher Bldg., 
San Diego. Calif. 

FilE No. __ / kj -------1 
~~OT REMQ.\/f:j 

ANY LE TTER 
FROM THIS FILE. 

The Commission has received a report of the investigation 
made by its HydrauJ.ic Engineer in the matter of the rates charged 
Niles E. ~Sker of Lemon GDove, Calif. 

• 
It appears definitely that Mr. Baker has used water for the 

ir~igation of trees on a tract of more than one-half acre in ex-
tent and although he has paid at the domestic rate for this wat-
er, the use has been to a large extent an irrigation use. It is 
undoubtedl.y trn.e that Ilr. :Saker has not used in the past several. 
years at a greater rate throughout any one month than 1/40 miner's 
inc~, but it must be 3dmitted that Mr. :S8ker 1has been paying at a 
rate·, which under the terms of your rules and regul.ationa and the 
deciaions .of the Commission, is an improper rate, the irzigation 
rate being established ~or areas over one-half acre upon which wat-
er is used for commercial purposes, even though there be·a dwel1-
ing upon the tract. 

It also seems no more than just that J!r. Baker be allowed 
water in the· same amount that other ir.rigetion consumers on tracts 
of equal area ~nd s1milarly sitUatea are entitled to receive~ which 
as we ·1lnderstand 1t, would-be 1/B mlner* a inch the amount of wat-
er that. he ' ha~ requested and for which he shouid pay you at the 
rate of $8.'15 per annum. · · . 

• . 
It appears from the tabulation accompanying your 1etter of 

October ~3th that Yr. Baker has used subsequent to September let 
1913, about 6800 cubic feet·, for which we presume, he has been ' 
charged at the rate of lSi¢ per 100 oubic feet, amounting to 
total payment in this period of 12.'15. We suggest therefore.,. that 
you should credit Mr. Baker with 4.00 On account. 

Respeot~y, 

RAILROAD OOWISSIOB OF THE 
STATE OF CALIFORNIA, 



• 

. . ~ 

• 

c 
• 

Slate Rail road Cornm1 .asion, 
833 Market Street, ~ 
San Francisco , Cal1f. 

Gentlemen:..; 

Receipt of your letter of Ootlitij~:D1.tA~~le'!~~ 
. 

acknowledged. . . 
we believe the commission is justified in demanding 

tbat, ( e.s per your l ,etter of Ootober 2n~) "the anxnint ·of water 

1;hat Yr. :Baker ahou1d receive at irrigation rates should be 

approximately that which his previous us~ ~s established." 

We see no reason for treating Mr. :Baker as a ·new oonalimer . by 
. 

increasing this aJ.lowanoe as it is contrary to the attitude taken 
' 

in the Cormn:lasion's Decision No. 6·36. The ·relative use of one 

Yiners Inch to 4 aorea does bardly exist' as an exception in irri-
' . 

gation use anywhere on the 
Baker. I I/ 1i / ~ a...c:, • 

system aa ~tated erroneously by_ Mr. · · 
l . c . ~ ~ . • ~4.:,. ,Aj ;1 •. :z;, /JtQ'a..e, • . 

~- .t....!-iloJtJ·~~,41,/, ~ .. 
Unless further ,d~mand is made upo,n :us to furnish lfr. 

:Baker w1 th l/8 ~iners Ineh, we abel I . pro oeed · w~ th o. 026 .' Y.-I. as 

maximwn aJ.lowance at irrigation .rates, <?therwise both. ·the :cuY,amaoa _ 
• 

water Company and the Commission ·wiJ.l ~stablish a preoedent 
• • 

may prove troub,leaome 

The oredit on aooount, as 
be made on the books. 

-Tte o. 211 1914. 

. 
·I · return herewith the Compton papers, also three 

regaxding people whG do not want water. Kepp for 
• 

~ future reterenoe; I ~ want to introduce them in court • . . 
. . 

~t is the interpretation of the Railroa4 Commi asion 

and what are we ohartt ng Ur. Eaker • of Lemon Grove 1 

\jo ·- - 'Q\ .,. J • • I • - . -
A "'' '( t =- - - -:. ~ , . ... • ..._; lt:.r" 

FRQr .• 
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