
THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

DATE September 13, 1945 

To Mr. Leo Szilard DEPARTMENT Faculty Exchange 

FRoM Robert Redfield DEPARTMENT Divis ion of the Social Sciences 

IN RE : 

Please call at my office at sane time Wednesday 
morning for your card of admission to the Conference 
beginning at two o'clock that day. I hope you ''ill take 
lunch with sane of us at twelve-thirty Wednesday in Jud10n 
Court. 

RR:y 



I . 

Uro rtobert Redfield 
liote..1. :Refol"12A . 
t;~co Ci t,r » Pll<?A.i.OO 

q:u.ostion.!! wh:i.clt api~ear to be pertiooo:~ aud mAch the group migh·~ 

wish to rliaC\!15•·/ Diff•l·ont. pe:reol!S ·o1:u, of """"'"'' collllider a~ 
:pertio: eric. different q'l2€tst:tona if t.h~~;r intei)Xi~et di:.rferent,Jy t"1e 

dtu~?J,iott wh..tch e<>li.f:ronts 'U.fl at pres®irt ... 

I shill \$t the~fotbe~ state at.!! 

v..irl.ch they t:b:tn. the g.'('Ot~ 01.."gh.t to a.i~CU.Sf!,. 

( iost oh us pbysj.ciote who were 8Scoci<!ltad rrlth the ~ ~ 
~bonib ·tend to ·tt:Jte a. rather f'<3rl.oue view of the :present 

~~ld ~1:euat· ou .. / wa I!Lre .!'\.:c.QlirJoo to believa t:.Mt N~ne.F.I&ld-·ey;ps bomb~ 
e&n ba p:x~ih.'!Ced :i.n. ._ le.:rga Q.U.&.lrtJ:l:.ies.o cu.d vre bol:l~vo tbs:li the 

--------...: 

United S·t~tea wc·illd be i.n a ~ drulsoroua poslt.iou .. u case of we:r / 

if laY."ao stockpiles of such bombs were available am ootil.d be used 



/~ . 
a ius·t • .D S!ijr f:.t"ll:: or ten ye~. .fron :..1 1o !flr.>.rcovlJr1 1;•hcn ,;e thi !k 

or a. war th.:r~ mey corr;e tsn to i':tf·i:.ec-n y-ears fro!lL no, ve do nob think 

of ... :~ in 1;:- ::.'..ttS of t:!e.ga6d· .-t;n.-.e bombo.j "hom 0111" ntabe 1hii1 :tt is 

now gxP.,dU£:...Uy becoming ·nsibla wba·b ldrd of a war we may have to 

expoct if Wl9 have a late ra:th r :tmn eon er.:xlJ" war ~ ou:r mi lds 

aueh a. ~:a.r tak~o on more and ~7A:3 ths ebapf:1 eft a. oa, trophe for 

W:Leh tue:.:e i.s no p:r:·acedent i/lW..;;;;t.orr 1 ~~ frlems hove 
~-r-

bcOOlile-~ rGco:rciled to the ti.lo'tlght ·~.to:.·~ O'tt~ cities ms;y be 

d:;~stroyed in f:! va t~ t0a ., ears by Nag:3-saki-t-ype i:Jorobso/ But '(;tey ru:;e 

.oot rrc;.c:;ncileti ·J:,o tha t:b.o1.~t ot a la:r} v:hich may be .fou@a ~; t.h .. 

weapon.e t~..Ded on the fur·ther de'iTelopmrlnts .... . _ ~ ~ ~ 

I!M~ some f:l:f't -an years from rot.tt,., It is tl:~se rornot6 poasibillties 
~~~ut';;b--

:SB mmh 3 the ~tf1a p::sseo.t. type bom..":ls ~Jhi.c..~ move 

..., 

seee :ef us ~ to t:r.y ~ to u.':'::'!E.rst, ~.nd ts •. u:rt is going oa at 
\.\ 

Pl"eS nt in tl e ,orl.d and to vi'Y to f":lZl£ . ov."1. just ho~. :11Ue1: ch.E.nee 7!l.::l 

Bl.CiY hav<J for an'"i\~.ug at a G%'maliDnt ~ 1 ·tion ~he prc . l.l!t"ll of . 

poo~c without firet goj.ug; ~:rough ....,the>• """'•/ · )<--- If,_. _:..,a 
To !1161 it seem& ttat if .,e 1e.nt to ""Pla3.n . lf.t is goiDg '"f~ 

present on tho. baei• of """" ~~uln, wa v:.HJ' O<V the !'ollo ,S,1J€~ 

in a pos-J..tl n to fti.n ·Ji. a·c TJt:rr, if' it lilhotud co?.le. 

01 ear~, the pro. lem ro stateq_is not. e::e, !.ble of a sol,Z on ~ ~ 
BvvL 

satiafacto~.,- to both partie$. :ty.e desire ·~o b~ mUita:r,_\y es st:rolllJ 



... s-

a• poao1ble in case oJ: ""r ~~ coneil!ora··ion 

·~ to guj.dc the Un:i:litSd States in her l~13lat.ions with Russia 

and other na:t.io:lFJo In cete~"LiU"''l.1J3 our mtioDB~ policy-, the desire 

t.o o."70id w.r ought ·to pley as i.t!lpo ta.nt a pr;.rt es the dasi:re to win 
~y 

the war if e,e:hould prove to be n:navoidableo 

We mcy t:r.v to analyze /f.:;sen.t role:t.ions or the TJm:ted State a 

atd R.~s:La: in ·~llese t~rm.s, and WG mE.J inqulre hat kitd of a blllanoe 
~.y-

ti.•e:Lr &Ctt=,':t-.1.. policy s·tx'"lkea bottvoen the rleh ot h~vitlg e.w· rala·~i va 
L.AfJz "'•b 'c 

st:rongt.t. V"ltu rar;.-pect to each othel'" as gJ.'ea·t as possible )end the 

fdb= "~· wish to ~;voiC. -war e.s far as po3siblav 

The more . uasia e.:r;1rl tJle United States llllo their policy to be 

guided b~,. the rlc.b. to 'ba ~r.ilit.·xd~l:r as et:t·ong s;g possi'ble11 the mol"e 

rigidly • CO'ti:?<~El or acrljion uill be deteminGd and the. ).~es 

freo<lom of -::.~n tdll they :retain r~ tomll'do a stebla p4>0ce./ 

~ • #-~~e paBt yae.r the i.'m!'t;ign policiee 

of both RueG.ia and the U:a.1:ted St· te~ were la:rgely guided by eorud.dera. ... 
( 

is~ \7hetha_ 1.t is possible for them to bre.u o1;:b of thia oircls. 

The United Ea.t~.ons !tome E e:ru Co:Jl1l'd.r.;sion is con::Jiderine the 

control of atm~d.e bomb a. But is 1:\i likely that w1 th:tn t e MI""i'OW 

that 1J'ill prove acoeptabl~ to b<rth Russia and the UMlted States? 

(1) 1.U:~i~ .h.Q..:;_::r~U~~.l!;tfJ:W!lCe .o;r~ aM_~ .Qf_~q_~ a{f2.Q. ._ih§~l{!t;iv@. 
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po'Uer of these two oountr:'l:vs? 
~- ........ ~_.___....-, __ 

rgo me l t eeams th~t if s:~ rtd.c bombs \7e:re sto~J.::p:Lled on a 1al"ge 

cont!:Ol. o.f ato:•ic aner@", the Un:tte 8t'9.tos -:::ouJ.d b.-3 likely to a ·· t 

a prevont:i.:v~S <;J.:.r, thoy wlt~-.t perb.ups aceop . ta 111s l"lh: ca th.ey .~·m:!.ld 

~ I (2) other } ~e ~'t oonaid€rf i?J. thei!' i.ntarest to eocepto lml£2:!t!!.ltms:t.a 

~~~-:tb·:...:_il?:.e ...Jlmtr4..!'3~~ea ¢.:}..!..£Q.. t.~~ll~@.;.xf·1~~<lt 

~~ atomic;;;:;;;L 
In t!:le ubcence 0 agreement 90! Lb A0 "5L '!:lc:;;f p"'m"f a APMP&r 

the g.£'e~·dic3·~ dar.:ger for- ua migb:~ l :Le l.. follosdng the cc-\J"t>Se ot laaat 

2'St:iibt~nco and seeking sec~1-:l:lq in m:ll5.:t..'il'Y p:repm•edntJss .. r I .f. s were 

unable to think of aeythil'l€; better, vo ,.-o Jld have to r.cc~pt s~h a 

(5) pl'Og~run as a ctop- ge;p" ll"t •!!;l.i... OJ4sl r. P<'l.iQJI'. .of.l>r""_;:_~~•a..i!!<!JlL'V§ 
! n •.. :~~l!'!:'f.B& "tf • ~_j)2::_29.t R!!fl~a\-e l!:\l"P.:G et,rtl1J~@.SLe$.tffit'a!g, 



~~ft..! .t;rp..Q..lLl~ '!If~ qf.l.~~~t ltm ~? 

(4) ill"i..!!!..~.t would be Ot1':..1!.~1t:J:2J:t...!!t:~~~Ell~ th~ 

P...£.HSfS'~J9JLUb'lt1·Q.n n;.sror. Phit!!, .from oom.t,s r:hicJl de..!!'l£~ .cit~.~ 

1:w the ~~~.2L:J9..:.2!!~2Jl....£€.!~e to bombs f!t'J.ch .~.~~, llJ'Le.et_iJ.li ... :W .. 'O'ql~~ 

inform d op1.oio:.:l1 oue firtCI ~ eJ..in st, umrJ.Jn '!l5 v.r,reemeu'ii on the vie 

that ;:>e"""'""'"' peaes """""" be ostabliehod with<>t.-t a W:.~ld gov.rrrrment.( 

But e.€,'l"'e'em'3nt on t 'ts pol!Xt does oot 5. ~pau to lmve much praet1.cal 

ai~l'l~tfice :-ce boer-use these S3Ill.e gro ·os w'.t.ll be 3pli t on t.hc ques~ion 

along tArhat path that u..1;i;imate goal ean ba e:ppl,>oached a.r-d :lO·~ onlJ' 
t\ 

approach d bu~ also :reach~tCI. in time to ave!"~ aoo't;hel" world li~r..r • .... 
f':l.nec our clesi:re for ~scm·:U;y :Lg:; t~e main roor.on fe:;:r wishing ·to 

Br..:t up a ro:dd government, it truzy- be log1C'.al. to pl"'~ose that. we set 

u~ at once :l 111Jrl.ted~~~nt that. would do'll on.cy wl th ·~be.; probl em 

of security e.nd t!le cet,tlome!'It of eoofliets be·~ r.tat..ions ~d 
. 

I 

ha7e pra.C"d.calJy t'Jll:Ldted Authority t0iUlin t.h~ r.az·:tm7 e.ecpe. Logie&l 

probleru of sec,..x:tty · i~ a P'"O!id.sing appJ.•oacb; and wh.'lther i'b i &S at all 
3~-./~~~ h ,. 
/ PC>S.:li1'>1e to ~.c!!ic:re secu..·t:•it;y by pur~uirlg seem V o 

B~;·t .nowever trot ~ be, I would like to pr-opor.c:l th&.''", in 

ope!' to ~rui zr.e.ke progress for a numbe:r of yee.rs I believe we 3ho~ld 
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t o del ;za t 3 JL..t:...~ ~M~ fer-rsac .. in,e . .J.~:tl n1Bkil:lg po':i'icrs to e:rq 

, i~&tel•ot:Lou:. 1 a·J.th.ority. Am we shoul.d r ccogni2:e th~·t; it vrUl not be 

po:n:;i J..e t o :=-t up ~...s~rJ.x ~ ei"l:,her an int.srt10.M.or.ru s:my or a 

int.:;rne.tio2:-: :U police organ:t zation w~ch eould ]!feet,i vely _1•estrc.1n 

from ~ el!"l j!!:tl.on ere gl.Gnts "" Russia or the lJt:itet! Etates, ~ 
. "V J?agJ.ag W@l' == tha;a er lq· ~eat!i!JG t!:s4.r reSf•tti!!iilblo fl4satolil;aS!lo 

If we accept theF-e 11nU.tation...~ for pUX'poB~a of discuss~.on and 1£ 

~e a Psme that w.1th luck it mey be poaB.ibla to arrive at some re:r-

rcacb.i:a.g &grGeme.ut on dic'9r'!l11lme:nt and coutr-.:>1 of atmd .. c euer&r, we 

~otll~ CO ilSi .sr such ag!'Oe."'"enta as v~luntaey arrangenmnts 

:rather toon an.forcable obliga.tlonso Such arrr.ngema_.ts idU be mru.ntained 

oY1;cy ns lo~ g s.s e~h of tlP major powers ( t,wo to :fi "ie) $ he.ve a &tl"o!lgar 

it~ce :ti ve for ke. !ping ·e}J~ &l.-rcnge:uents eli ve than for abrogct1ng thelll. 

n~v~~~.-J . 
~o. te c.r diwmameut of' this typo can be str·ble .only w1.~hin ·the 
~ . ' 1c ( 
.fre.me ~•o:t•k or a orld coDttr· t-y o Only , .. .; th.in ~he fre:-.tsrol.•k of a world 

commu.\rl:ty :tn which sscu:dty is but ou.e of a m-mbe:· of <.1o~~1res hich 

ha've t<.ttained eoma msasu:re ot es.tisfae;t::io~ ecnU.d dl~rma:ment ~ ~ 

t:ail-;.ta1:100 :l.ong enough to a'i ve the world ~ elw.nce or arri.vitt a 

pe:rri.anent solution oi' the p1-ooblem of pe.· oe. 

Per·haps if the Urd. ted States wm."o ·t:.o take tl .e le~d end if she 

were willing to mobUize he:r matcrin.t resov.1~ces for ·iihis pu:r;iose, a 

world commttJ.i.~· migbt become a realiey fa t emugh to enable us to pase, -
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~b,{) cz·eation of a ~..-orld coZllllt'U'Ji·~ r:ould invol w ·t.he setting up 

of a rt!imbcr of '>'.""Orld ageoc:i.GS and parhDpt:: e~so £lome WOT'lu agency 

( 5) .J.1ich t''ould coo::-ill.l.ID.te tilei:.• act: .. vi tie so ruat ahould the func·i:,.i.on ot 

~~~2l?~~~ld l}\">JErtmlent? It seems to me 

that we o ]iht to t:cy },erd to £111-il e.n answc:r to this question. 

Ttere are a n.tub ... r of -t nte ... mtiom'l age-ncies n ex:lf.1ter!.Ce today 

ar.d it migl.t bo possible ·to add ne~v o~.es t.o 'Gl:eir nt!Wer and incr~se 

the scale or th€ir ope!"a.t:lons in ·the ho1 e tha:t ~-e iJ.f!3' thus move towards 

tha. et:.l'tsblieh! o:n'l:. o:f a ;ol'ld commUIJicy-, B-ut to ms~ it S<3eme 'Vel"Y 

lil:cly tht.t if p:t'oeross vre1•e at·tGD'lpted on S'.lch a plsoc 'llO~l bae.!s e.nd 

withot!t hc.ving pt:t ·t .. e problem &qu.: ~ bcto:r.e thG .Ai Gl"icn.n pt.:.ople, 

the attempt v.otild ha rer.if\ted. It 'tOul ~ be re~i stet! s.nd .d. th few 

the C.ov l•tm(Lt .lf:iJ' propoE8J as int>tr n ,rffis of Amel'ican foreign pollcy 

in the :JJJ.rrow 6tm.Co of the r-orrlQ To eti !t seems tlk1.t the hope of 

BmUfZl~.ng 150 millioil peo:pla of' th:!.a couut.r.r throueh th.a c;ates o£ 

Parac1isa while ru~ of them happen to look the o·~he? u~ is a tutil 

{!)W¥ 4_ full Ul~ ~er~·talill og of what is baing at too-¢ .d 

;ould Jw.ve some ~ha:.nce of fluocoss, ~~1. thm ·1 thc.t c mwe may be. 

The first quettc:t.on oug2't to be:, of co1u:saJ1 ie thia a desu~able 

gool f~t al_? lthizt. the fra ewol."k of a oomprohonsiva pl"'gram. of thie 

sort iri hlcl1 P.w.a1a oocl.d pa1.>tieipatc11 Ru'3sia migh:~ cd?e1 on the 
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l"eCt"Hlt''t-X'ltct.:'!.on of B{ .. vlo-R•J130:i..e.!l and the 'Ukr~d.ne r.hich ~~een 

@VBJrt.ated by .:"tt-~G At'ld ~hn might rocei'il6 help ~-11 her e!:l!.'ieavor t.o raise 

the st.e.miard of J_ 'IJi):tg of her people b:r 'b ~iltli.~.g tip a consumers goods 

(iS} iocustr.y .. ~.2__.!e be v@!DfL~ t¥§_!fuL..tlr.'lic of_~i~. t~~-E:use,;J.,~,n 

P...~!-~~.R'l?!§J.J\_'it~l :lthtu rB.!ln.t.-.i~~h 1-e of1mw.AJa 

,P.o,.;r.:~~41l.~tft~UA'i!~~__:l2EJ,~"l~JS-Jl~'i{l@'..ifin. Sol,~. :.Ciy,l?l}.nz. 

yoors fro!!t l .. ri:~, Wt.iuld be app:c>et>~'..ably raducro if Russia 1~ce:tved materi~ 

aiJh-·.~he-~.:atoh'im Pt~l"ir.)d am.o·~.:mt of tle'VE)l'al ~ill~ll!'U'S pe.'r 

~!£ .. 1.r~.:ta1!1 • ..Y~::~ .... t'~ ~0~ w .J.~? 

(8, ~-~h& .• i-2r.;·iJL2J_-v:h~.~:_.~~ty,m:...~!rn....it.! .. ~ .• ~~.c.j!;lLJili.*f~f 
~ . 

Lth.2t.r .-? ... \~~:t&...i'.ltmmlJ;Q..Zt.ji~~-~~!!.~ ..2£ .J..~lQ~JlJ:~'I!l~ 

!R~rG.f&L!-.f..a;lJ...y.,..gi~~!~ ti!!!Q!? 



. . 
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than ,.e.r v.o·ud ar:ra::;.r to . be almost, incrrl:tci'J.o a.n:..~ the ~oostion ot a 

prevent!,.~ ,,.,. a~disrn.l.esed IIi thout~o>:rtderat.l.on/ 
It, on the o0her hand, T3'e think that Russia irJ..bh't fsvo!'ably respo1d 

.\ ~ ~ ~ p-,--e._ c·<k ~~ ~ 
to F. sincere effol"t on our p~~'3) 1nrti~ Y"i' a. "S.Vrld ccmuuity ~...ich 

tflkes into c.!ons.lderetion i;he special usedo~iffict'ltioe of othar 

:.x~tior:al policy could be developed in 1.-he Unitod Ctnt~rJ al ng ~-he::~e 

l".neov.. ~~ 

~~~!1..:.~ .. *1ALQ~fl);z;k-:?.':£.1:J.M!L~~ ~'J"~· .. ~hOll_..f.rn m./f 
!J.h!ch A;;:!,.:.t..-~ ~~.lnJt_Q.t!JA'.l~L2:.n ... thJL 1a_~.Q! . .i.~:-:'1t:.an.gizl.~ :t!h~ .. JJ!~ ay-s-~ 
al.,;ctiont:? Or is the question of eo·t.abllt:·hing a "iiol•ld CO!'lill1.'Url.·ey so --- I 

in·oims:tjeJ.;r t:ted '!l;l rith the qmr.:tion f c::eati:.,g f'ull el'lp!.oyh::,:Qt a1 (dills ~ 

the Un.tt~d :States tb::rt no bi-pn;: ... tiss.n action wllicll is ~~l..U. on the 
4«-~~ . 

method fo:t· acl•1f.;vi9 c~n bring ·l:the o..uesticn of n r.;o:rld COU!t"'J.mi'tir 

(10) appJ.•eciab]¥ ~i&t'":':J. .. to its solut!o1"' Shtel.\1.1 'tiS ~hall. thi..uYt ~.n oms o:t -.. •• ~~~IIIJIU.......,....,........,...__n_.,.,. • IJOIO"Il...-.......~ 

(11) a:t-...t:•unl£1 ..... ,Ei.a~-<'X~.!!~t.mU!.th¥s .. J.~.t2~"B!. . .2U;1 ~oqJ:.~E.2l.. t. ce~t.!'~t!.-.rul 

!L!Lh hut 1~~JMn.!L~~.Zf"_ii2,~.2l"Y&l£U...."L. ... t~~.£~~-lt~J...P.? 

(I'[_,;) At:ld "'ho• ld w0 t-b..~.Sll: of ecltm.n·;J.ug the masse~ di.,~ectly o.r S.lould v.-e ra:~ter 
t.h1.n}..: c£ an n.t:t.,ronch ~uch as d& ~Ol':lbod b.r n. G .. fl':;,:,na, :J.n "The Open 

~ Cona,,i,...cy•7 ~9.maJ>• !>. oo.,snitJ~.!'Y .ot.P.Jt~ 
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z~~h~~_/ . 
~ l~l;,e tp t'0,!i1lt.J&.mlyt;lp~fii.:t2. . .l.h~ ;ero'QJ.~" t!P.Q 

~a~bl~ ~L df!.!7J..G somota.y1&, P..bo:t;t ·t:.hei!'J,. j -~~ 
Clearly~ it uould be pos6ible to gc on raie_ng(q;'~ionsp b~ 

perllB.pS it m:Lght ba jUS"b as well to wait 'Ulltil ~GhG s.nsYers begin to 

be forthcoming. 



• 
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To 

FROM 

IN RE : 

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO 

Professor Leo Szilard DEPART M E N T 

Robert Redfield DEPARTMENT 

DATE December 5, 1951 

Biophysics 

Anthropology 

Have you met and have you formed some impression of Mischa Cotlar, 

visiting mathematician from Argentina? He has talked to me about 

possible North American connections for a group of exiled 

Argentinian scientists. 

RR :zl 



Professor Robert Redfield 

Leo Szilard 

December 7, 1951 

Anthropology 

Your note concerning Mischa Cotlar. 

Institute of Radiobiology and 
Biophysics 

I have not met him and do not know anything about him. 

Best re ds , 

LS/sds 



Professor Robert Redfield 
Department of Anthropology 
University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 

Dear Mr. Redfield: 

January 4, 1952 

I have read the enclosed memorandum and gained 

the impression of a very sincere and well intentioned 

effort, but I can't persuade myself that it would be of any 

practical value. I am inclined to doubt that a project which 

has to move with such extreme caution and slowness can 

amount to anything that is politically effective. I should, 

however, be pleased to meet Mr. C otlar if you care to 

arrange for such a meeting. 

With kind regards, 

LS/ sds 
Enclosure 

Sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

') I 
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