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 RINCON HILL

Near the northeastern tip of the San Francisco

Peninsula, at the ti Buena was

me that the town of Yerbs
cent shaped

founded, in 1835, Yerba Buena Cove was a cres

eastward; its northern hnhorn

d by the southern bluff of loma Alta and its southe

toh of sandy beach, facing

was I1forme

by whet was known as Punta de.

Rinecon (nook) Hill, the lowest of all of San

ern extremity

ny hills, rose abruptly Ifrc

cisco's ma m the waters of the

a little

uth end of the cove to the height of
d feet, It was

bay at the sc

A more or les

ped eminence, whose almost square saste
hundred feet ea

ed rapidly to its highest point

the water's edge about

at about the present intersection of Harrison and
hill fell

h, sandy slopes to descend into

streets. From that spot the away north, west,

ion district,

ust west of Third Street, and to meet the tide-lands of

Basin about where Bryant Street now runs. The long

on Hill ran northeast to southwest, being about
of a mile in length, and a quarter of a mile in
1

five-eighths




o width, with a total area of a 11ttla more than a sixth of

'a square mile, | |
The hillwasaparselyww*ded with scerub live oak

and shrubs of various

kinds, the open spaces being covered

with a rich grawth of g

rass. Up to the time of the settle=

,“wnt of Yerba
and herds from
w In November 1834, Governor Figueroca ww

~ Ensign Don Mariano Guaﬁalup‘e Valle jo, at that time acting

Buena, it was used as pasture land far the

neh.

‘horaes the mission re

southern bounda municipal lands

uld start from

ry line of the
that the line she

of San Fran=

eisco., The governor said

Rincon

running westward to the top of the

Hill on the east,

Divisadero (Lone Mountain) and fron
This line became

later adopted by the United

there westward to Point

cknown as the Vallejo line, and was

States Board of Land Commission=-

ors as the southern boundary of the pueblo of San Er&nsiaaﬁeg
The first settler %o establish himself at Yerba

Cove was Gaptain William 4, Richardson, who was
inted Port Captain by Goveranor Figueroa in 1835, The
sse, who built the first perma-
first store.

Buena

appc
second settler was Jacob F. Le

nent house at the cove and established the




Leese finished his house in the summer of 1836
and held the first Fourth of July celebration i

of his guests

cisco as a sort of an open house affair. Some

were the Richard
Martinez Estudillo, and their daugl
eio Martinez, with his fur handsome

sonsj Don Joaquin Estudillo, his wife, Juana

ter Concepeion; Dor

igna=

cisca, Rafaela and Dolores; Don Victor Castro and wife Luisa,

the sub~prefect

yho was a dav

ghter of Don Ygnacio Martine:

Francisco Guerrero, and wife Doia Josefa; and Alcalde Don

Francisco de Haro, with his beautiful daug

wters Rosalia and

sfficers of several ships

in the harbor, officers from the presidio, and the people
from the mission. The ship officers present were Captain

nd Thomas Shaw, its supercargo;

Captain Arther of the California and supercargo William G. |
~ Gale with his assistant, Alfred Robinsor

Wilson of the brig Ayacucho

lso Captain Johr

and its supercargo,

urth and lasted until July 6.

On July 5, all those assem~

bled went to a picnic on Rincc

a grand success. Lvery year thereafter unti

occu

pation Leese held a Fourth of July celebration followed

by a pienie on Rineon Hill, Those events were attand«dby

as many of the original members of the first celebration as

were available and by ma




pienics Mrs. Jacob P. Leese, who was Rosalia Vallejo, sister
demonstrated her skill with

hots. Her husband had

to General 1
a rifle by making

fariano G. Vallejo,

some extraordinary s.

a@ isc 3

an F

the top of Rin-

1846, Gapﬁaix‘ﬁsntg@mary=aeﬁvartaé

thirty=-two

Thus for a time there was a battery of iron
‘ jore Shillaber leased

- pounders on the hill.

ill Reserve from Tl

land of Rincon H
he went to take possession
fo

Sydney convie

and the place covered with the she

leave or pay rent, but they refused to do elther., JSince they
to Captain Keys, then in

nillaber appealed

would not vacate, S
nand of the presidio, to
detailed twenty soldiers to go to Rincon

put them out. Captain Keys then
Hill to

drive out

the squatters. The‘maaplo still refused The soldiers

away by force. A few weeks after that incident one of the

ge of his

squatters brought suit against Captain Keys for dame
‘ e

p tm Case.




¢, 1t was decided to build it on the govern=

Hill., A site was then selected on a -

ment reserve at Rincon
rocky promontory some twenty or thirty feet above sea level,
later to become

streets. The corner stone for the hospital was laid on April

jarrison

the northeast corner of Spear ant

od on December 15,'1;;a

5 It was a 1&rgs tbur*story brick

at a cost of $231,874,10.
buildin , 800 patients. It had ve=
randas, on all four stories, whieh ran around both ends and

n@ t accomno iat

g, desis

t side. This was the oldest hospital of any impore-
tance in the city. It was erected for the us
of the United States Navy and the merchan

e of sailors

wumber of years after its completion it was one of the finest

At Su i Bacsst uad

2 Sept@uk@r 1@65, the me

rine hospital was dame

aged by an earthquaké; and on October 21 of the same year

another earthquake shook the did further damag

clity and

to the building., It was repaired, and served for




rd earthquake led to its abas

8, a thi

more years. J1In 186

ths afterward

' POSESe SQ%%

donment for hospital pu
passed a resolution allowing the state to use the
oviso that 1%

Congress

should revert to the government when 1t ceased to be

Francisco took a lease

r and continued to use

sum of $1,00 & yea
home until 1915, when the

it as a sailors’

@, 7Then it was returned %¢

and unsafe for any us
7 ' L e
ment, After 1915 1% continued

nace to those who passed
had it demolished in 1919,
in which connects with the past

by it

and another lini

laily that the g

ed St

" o i 3
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they turned south along Second Street to its end or

1y was a group

western slope of Rinecon lilla That ﬁ

which to build a fort. It was fro:

with

t the sand was taken for the bu

Tune 1856, just after the capture of
Committee, the "Law

lentes, however, kept a group

order to prevent the "law and order" group from
session of the hill should they attempt n.l' -

1t was about 1858, that South l'ark was laid out

ant and annan streets

on the Eﬂ’gh

gide of Rincon Hill, There a new residence district was

d for several years it was a fash

ionable center.

that ran across

The park also was the t"nus of a bu
11l

the town to North Beach,

No sooner was this section papulate than an even




nd

more eéxclusive sub-division sprang up on the slopes &
erest of Rincon Hill,

mansions built there were great
laid

‘palatial resimma set aff from the streets by well
out garder Se It was tmm that the ri ch
d their homes until about 1870, when the
Hill be-

of San Francisco hac

cable car was éstablished on Clay Street, and Nob

iposing residences.

- came the place of ir

Others v

McelLeans 5 Ml‘ﬁo t

) Parrott, formr i

‘*‘re, and Colonel J. D. s-tevanmn._ i
banker, lived em mnﬂ“‘

Mazatlan and later &

g nad ma

Mr., and Mr:




i

m Virginia, the Carolinas and

tinguished people had come

nctions.

. other southern states and were accustomed to social fu
gatherings were

in, Prentice

Among the guests frequently seen at those
:ﬁrtoj Hark( W

such literary ligl
Mulford, Joajuin Miller and Ins
Atherton, the

novelist, was born on Rineo

Soon after 1870, however, some real estate dealex

?ting@ »

je idea of ope ctory section south of Rineg

Hill and persuaded the ecity council to grad

to make 1& Qa$1ﬁr
and

for traffic., The city governme

insightly cut, fifty feet deep, was made across the

The east and west streets had tc¢

iron bridges which dis~-

the hill as a place for
residence. Very soon thereafter the wealthier people began

their palatial homes on Rine

to move to Nob Hill, abandoning
Tfll Qr’sﬁlliﬁﬁ

Hill had lost much of its for

them "for a song ..

ner aplendorlamé its lower levels

were invaded by warehouses and manufacturing establishments

as new streets were cut througl




>
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Very soon, those beautiful homes which had been

abandoned beg ate and fall. 1% was in one of

an to disintegr
the crumbling palaces, the Gothiec

that Charles Warren Stoddard, the writer, came to live in
the late 70’s. While Stoddard '
lean, lithe strang
locks, luminous

hands, had the look of a poet; and indeed |

house of a former banker,

ale face, and exquisitely sensitive

't Louis Stevenson. The two became fast frie

| Stoddard filled Stevenson with the desire to 2
South Sea Islands, but not

gh of the spirit of Rincon H

ame atmospher

to change very rapidly

were cut and leveled into the bay, and '
to build their storekobuses on the forme
In the sixties,

built and donated the Settlem

Mrs. Pheobe Apperson Hearsi

ent House on the north side of

South Park, midway between Second

and Third streets, as a




1l

sacial.eenter for that section of the city. It‘naa a three=-

story brick structure af‘intresaiva appearance and digniried‘
é throughout witn fine old

architecture. It was ::rfia;@
the walls of the parlors and 1iv1ng

s by William Keith and

nahoga ny furniﬁuro, and

ms were hung with rere painting

 othar distinguished California artists.
' During the nineties, old South Park Settlement
he gatherin

sands, of people of the Mission Distriet, for whom it was

g place for hundreds, ever thou-

a social center @r'reereatian, athletic sports, and practical

education, It was also the headquarters for the leading
anizations of that district., It @@ntaimeé'aefw
here basket-ball and ¢

scene of many dances and other social

social org

2T games were

: " dius 1»‘ p _g £ ¥ : 1

played and it was the
affairs., ‘
' For the teaching of practical trades there were

turning lathaa, printing presses, aeting maohinaa ané kitch=-

ens where elaaaea were held which attracted
of boys and girls. Also, frequent lectures were given by
outstanding university professors, '
Between 1905 and April 18, 1906, the Settlem

House was operated under the direction of Mrs. Mhryhobertq

0t

Smith, nat Mrs, Dane Coolidge, who was head worker. Mrs.
Coolidge had been a professor at Stanford Utiversity. At

present she is a member of the Mills College faculty.




' Goolidge, at that time, was director of the Boys' Club in

has since then become famous as

a writer. ®

On April 18, 1906, came the great earthquake and

fire, The Rinecon Hill district was one of the first to burn,

and with it went old South Park Settlement House. All the
the only building left
at time the 0ld Sailors'

1l mansions went also an

1d marine hospital, at t
which stood alone on its rocky promontory.

After the fire Rinco .
uninhabited except that here and there some squatter built
a rude hut or shack in which he and his family might live,

ome years after the fire, the foundations an

more or less

nalaces were to be seen,

there a portal of some of the

ders of a gra hat had been.

Slowly, year by year, the different streets, Folsom,

Fremont, Beale, Front and Spear

streets, were cut through and less and less of the old hill
more were built
Fran=-

of

was left, Big warehouses and factories once
t had been graded, In 1918, the San
itate the leveling

on those lots the

e value of the property for

cisco Chamber of Commerce
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industrial purposes. For this purpaae City Eng

ineer O'Shaugh=-

nessy made working plans which if carried out would achieve

the raaulta in a rew ye&ra,la
In 1919, ¢ ,ﬂll ewm

in took up the gquestion

the war, the Chamber of Commerce

down the hill t@r 1ndua@‘

trial purposes and proposed a period of ten years in which

operty owners could pay off the cost,

the pr

cons idered
00 end of a bridge should rest. Those plans came

because the War Departme:

that 1t should be given swift and ready access

land by way of Oakland,

d 151313 Cl‘eek,

f,ﬁn_u,ﬁg; Vg No.24, Thursday

| roit Library.

17 ”Gwaétng of Rincon Hill,"
wg.gﬁ

ibid., VI, No.2, January 9,
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sary to apply pressure in congress S0 that 1t would overru.

the objections of the War Department and allow & bridge to

nter's Point.

be built across the bay north of Hu
When Herbert C. Ho
took office, in 1929, being a Californian he at once lent

influence t0 bring about the great project.

his powerful

ngress, so that all work-

on the congress the

neces-

't Hoover and

sity for suc

appointed a committee of nine men,

Governor Young

@17111&33,?%@&

eng er8, 1%@1&31&&

> bay. This

orge T.

ny €

ral William

eommission, composed of Mark L. Requa, chairms

E. Gregory, Rear Adm:

Cameron, Rear Admira

H, Stanley, Brigadier General

ﬁ

Senator Arthur H

colonel G.B, Daley,
and beg
work they ma

mento on October 7,1929,
months of

met at Sagre

<r0611,

rlies Hos F

an their investigations. After about ten

iending the Rincon, Yerba
ne br16;6¢le By that time,




for financing and for the design of the bridge were made.

Excavation for the

- Finally, work got under way in 1933,

foundations of the abutment and cable anchorages in what was
ft of Rincon Hill began in July 1933, From then on, the
work of waigaing the foundations, ¢learing away the houses
~and building }
rapidly that at this time (June 1936) they are practically

ige head have proceeded

bridge foundations was in full swing at Rincon Hi

strike on the nearby waterfront
ds of battle

i

oscurred the longshoreme
and Rincon Hill became one of the principal flel
strikers and the police. The bloodiest fight

between the

which several persons were

. 19
killed and a large number were injured,

hat the bridge is nearing

took place on July 5, during

completion there is

LI mts

little left of old Rincon Hill, Only a few rocky re
are left; the rest has been dug up and carted away to fill
sha §

up the marshes in the Mission District. Rincon Hill
but over its grave, as a fitting

now only a memory,

was 1is
and towers of the
the

monume ntal abutments

vast.

e present and




, (See also item 27.)
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