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Ambunti,
SEPIK_DISTRICT

9th. NMarch, 1933,
Memorandum for :-

The Acting Distriet Officer,
SEPIK DISTRICT.

Subjeet :~ ANTHROPOLOGICAL NOTRS - INITTATION CEREMONY.

Reference :- Patrol Report A.7/1932-33.

Some little time ago, a number of the
Elders of Angriman village Middle Sepik invited me
to an initiation ceremony, which they sald would be
taking place shortly after I came out of the ¥abrimen
area. As it is a very great compliment, also an un-
doubted sign of good faith to be invited to this affair,
tareir most important function, I decided to attend.

Accompanied by Mr. Walsh, Medical Assistan*,
I arrived at Angriman on Saturday 25th. February 1933
and the natives told me that the dance would commence
that evening. At about 5 p.m. the Imluai with a number
of the elders of the village came along to the rest
house and asked me to accompany them, as they were going
to begin the dance. We went along, escorted by these
014 men, ani came to the clul house, "house tamloran",
which was surrounded by a high fence made of coconut
fronds. Passing this, we were led to the other side
to a small platform whieh had been built specially for
us to sit on. Here we were instructed to remain and
+await events.

Shortly after our arrival, the music be-
gan inside the fence. WNo musicians could he seen, but
one could tell by the sounds what instruuents were being
played. The following were noted @ Large wooden drum,
“garamut", small hand drum, “¥undu", flutes, "long bamboos
blown as .. flute, and 2 (male and female) water drums,
"water kundus". These i-tter are larger than the hand
drums, being about 3 t« feet in length, und of a similar
workmanship, but witheut the skin on top. They are eacn
held by a man who is standing by a pool of water which is
fenced, and so hidden from all eyes., The instruments
are pleyed by the men bhanging the mouth smartly on the
surface water in gsuch a manner that the note of the male
and female drums are heard alternately, making a sound
which resembles closely the bark or erv of a crocodile,
:;,.kking a constant "WhOO, whoo, whoo whoo."
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Then the door in the fence which had been
shaped to resemble the Jaws of a crocodile, slowlw

opeéned with an up ard daw= m9v~- 4t .i..0n was pro-
duced "0y men hiadén inside, pulling ropes attached

to the top of the door. Through this came the dan-
eers in files of two, eight men with hand drums in
the leai, then two men carrying a carved stick which
the. beat with a smaller stick, making a kind of 20ng .,
'en more men with hand drume, ete. and so on tiJi the
€wnd of vie line, which numbered from 80 to 100 men.

When al) were outside, they were joined by
the women, and th: door slowly closed. The men were
painted in various colours from head to Toot, ail
wearing beautiful head dresses made from the feathers
of various birds- not the least being the bird of
paradise, white heror, (osvrey), and the goura pigeon.
The women were covered with shells and various kinds
of rative currency "Tamvu". Then comienced a slow march
forward dance from one end of the village to the other.

this would continue for about 20 minutes, then
the women would fall out one by ore, and the me¢1 would
march towards the door in the Tence, which would slow
open, remaining so until the whcle 1 ne of men had boen
abeorbed, and then would slowly close. The dance was
very impressive, and uust have been particalarly so to
the intended viectims of the cereaony, wno were watching,
but were not of course allowed to g0 beyond the fence.

We remained for some considerable time, then
after warning thew to call s wher ‘t wes time for the
initiation to take place, we went to bed. At 4.50 a.m.
on the following morning, we were awakened by the ILuluai,
and we returned to the dance ground. All the peopie
were siill dancing, d~ing the same slow step which we
had watched the previous night. hey had veen doing ivis

without cessation during the whole night, and most of them

were looking very very weary.

A% about 5.20 a.m. we were taken inside the fence

and put into e wafe position, and told that the real part
was about to begin.

(a) Watching through the fence, we saw ‘{he
rarents and relations leading by the hand their cnarges,

who we>2 to ba initia*ed. Pour of these were young "uwonkeys"
from about ten to eleven yvars of age, whils% the cther was

q wan of about 22 years »f age who had beer. away to work berore
he had been through the ceremony. Then we noticed that all

the men insice tho fence hai armed themselves with iight

sticks, shortly the Goor opened and 2l1)] the relatives with

their chezrges rushed 1usxie'and were imuedi?tely'siezgd
upon, and soundly thrashed in the struggle for about 20
minutes, after which everyone quietened down ana rested,
all being in very gcod humou?, with no signs of enwity
shown on either side.




'hen the real preparation for the |mrking

} of the skin of the ianitiates began. 5 small canoes B
were broughtl insode, turned up side down and placed t;
: : -l at ‘ntervelsof "R E £ ¥arie arevy oy WO AW 9o 8o (S A -
’ tnese a wooden basin of water was placed in which was %"
a green snail shell "terribum", being an advance pay- o
| ent by the father or guardian of the initiate to the
wan who was to do the marking. W
fhen the initiates were brought along, and ..f
eacti nlaced on a canoe on his back, and the marking h
began. The marking was done in some case3 with safety G
razor blades, and in others witl sharpened slivers 0 i g
barboo. First, three circles were ade around the ?5-;
ni.pple of each breast. vher. this was inished, the upper i
arme were done, then the back of the body wa: marked L
from the shoulder down to the back of the knee, the 1R
outs being each ¥ to 3 an ineh long, and just slitting
the skin.
The marking was a painful process, a8 in
every case the initiate oried incessantly, some init- 1
that tae operators tied them %o E@

jates struggling 'o violently
the cance. Throughout the ceremony, I noticed that the
operators were as gentle as possible., Sometimes they
slapped their vietins smqrtly with the hand and told them
to stay quiet, but all the time they were doing their

work as guickly and as quietly as possible.

Phe process of marking occupied from two o
three hours, and at the end of the ceremony, both oper-
ator and initiates were covered with the blodd from the
ineisions. The victim was now allowed to rest for a few
moments, and then his sglatives took him down to the river
and washed him, all butl himself singing joyfully throughout.
He was then brough back ingide the club house "house tamtoran”

(sgd.) E.D. ROBINSON.
Assistant Distriet Offcer.
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Territory ol New Guinea,

District Office,
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- SEPTK DISTRICT.

18t. July, 1931.
To

‘he Government Secretary,

RABAUL,

N

Subject := ANNUAL REPORT OF SEPIx DI° SICT 1930-31.

A. General Remarks on Various Points of the Zistrict.
o GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES.

The Sepik District takes in the whole of the
Southern Sepik Valley, the north?‘m portion
being bounded by the foolhiils of the Bewari
Torricelli, and Prince Alexander mountains.
Thus it appears that the whole of the Sepik
River with all its southern trimtaries, and
the swampy country on the northern side, comes
under the control of this District. The total
area of the Distriet 22,700 cquare miles.

Regarding the area as a whole, one may
safely tay that a large portion of the Dis-
triet ccasists of alluvial g1%%nd, and being
of recent origin, it is naturally atill in the
swanvy stage. This prevails right back to the
Central Renges, and in all parts except where
odd hills stand out like islands in the sea.

Two distinct seasons are experienced,
the wet and the dAry. As a general rule, the
wet seasoa is from November to May, coinciding
with the North West season on the coast, and
the dry scason from June to November, coin-
eciding with the South East Trades. As a rule
during the wet season, the river is in flood.
The height of the flood varies with each sea=
son, so that no delinite rule of the height
can be iaid down. Even in the dry season
Auring the months of Angust and September, nce-
asional high floods have been experienced,
whieh have been disastrous to the native gar-

dens.
. ETHNijGICAL POINTS.

The ontstanding feature in the customs
of the Sepik Distrie® in the past was head hun*-
ting. Lhe practise was to kill the vietim and
to take the he.l, which was dried, the skull
then being placed in the House Tamhors as a
trocphy of war. 'he practise of head hunting
wag the ev~@ntif§ part in their religiom of
Ypirit and Ancestor worship.

'
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The two main methods of narriage are
e@lther by exchange of sisters or by purchase
of women, tha exchange mathod being frequent
on the lower river, gnd tha my=-> -~ & 3=

v s b windie river. ' The purchade price is ﬂk'

anything from £10 to £20 worth of shell money.
NATIVE INDUSTRIES.

a. Agricul‘sure. %i_
The main agricultural incustries of

the Sepik River are sago and tobacco growing, 128

Yyams, taro, sugar, bananas, and various other £

native foods are grown, but only in minor

quantities. On account of the anmual floods, ¥
natives have to plant their coconuts on spec- ’
ially built up mounds, therafor they only £
plant enough for their own consumption. There

are no coconut plantations, with the exception

of the villages in the coastal region of the

Sepik Delta, which are verv few.

b. Food Supply.

The nature of the soil is so varied
in the dirferent areas, that all food will
not grow in all villages. This is equalised
by barter and exchange. Sago is exchanged
for fish and tobacco, and to a minor extent,
with native money which consists of small shells
and shell rings. This system of barter is done
by the women of the various villages. These
meet at given times and at places agreed upon
by all.

¢c. Hunting,

All hunting for game is done by the
man, Fof th's, they use the Womera spear in
certain &rea8, and the bow and arrov in others.
The game coraists of pigs, wallaby, cassowary,
ecrocodi’®, Pirds» ana sma’l animals. Fishing
2s done Uy the wOlien, who Use nets, wicker
besket traps, and the¢ line and hook.

d, atans of Transport.

Practica’ 1y all trunsport is done by
cenoe, 118 ls & Qugout of various sizes,
and 1s pidleéd by the men standing up and using
long paddles. The wecmen have smaller dugoutu,
in whieh "1ey eit down and padile with smaller
paddles.

e.0122£§yui‘
Tn most parts of the District, the
natives Nave 'arge cormunal houses in wnich
as a ml@ two or more families live together.
One of the main reasons for this is the short-
e of building timber, which to a large extent
coasists of UPift wood collected from the main
rivef. Each Villege has one or more large club
house. These are known as house Tamborans.
They are 9Plendidly built houses, and are often
2pom 100 %0 500 feet lor€, 40 to 60 feet high,
and 30 to 40 feet wide.




'hese house tamborans are only used
by the initiated males, and rll tribal dis-
putes and other ilonorter=* =nl’ (<. & gotileld n
nere, *

f. Arts and Crafts.

The majority of the natives are past
sasters in the art of wood carving. Many fine
carvings are to be seen on the bows of the can-
oes, and the posts and ridge poles of the houses.
These carvinz: for the most part represent the
heads of crocoailes, pigs, human figuris and
various mythieal markings. Large signal drums,
(garamuts), small hand drums (kundus), “orms,
anears, canoes and paddles, and various kinds
of idole are all carved out of wood.

Before the advent of steel, all the
carving was done with stone, shell, and bone
tocls., Now, in the majority of cases, steel
has taken their place. In other areas, paintings
take the place of carvings. These are done on
the lower part of a sago leaf, which when dried
has a very good surface, and makes quifa an ideal
canvas. The rafters and posts ¢f the houses are
painted with various designs. The paints are
obtained fromthe clays in the ground, and are
in varicus colours. The pietures are of human
figures, bvirds, animals, and various mythical
figures.

A special “eature of art is the feather
mosaic work. This is only seen in a limited
area, and is particularly cleverly done. A
plank of any size is obtained, and bound around
with thin vines. The feathers are then woven
into the vines in various designs.

Musical instruments consist mainly of
geramuts, kundus, horns, various sized bamboo
flutes, and bullroarers. Dances are held to
the tunes of these instruments, the participante
usually wearing masks representing crocodiles,
fish, pigs, birds, and huasn features. These
are made of wicker work, ani decorated with
feathers and shell ornaments. Cooking utensils
of clay are uade in various parts of the District
by certain tribes who barter them for sleeping
baskets, food and tobacco.

Larze sleeping baskets are made by cer-
tain tribes who barter them for» other goods.
Phese baskets are occupied at night, often by
a wrole family. These ere the only protection
the native has against the myriads of mosquitoes
prevailing throughout the whole Nistrict.
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’ B, DISTRICT AFFAIRS.
3

During the year, the following changea
of Staff have been recorded

Mr. A.H. Ross, Patrol Officer proceeded on furleugh. )

Nr. I.D. Lyon, Cadet, laft to take up duties in
Rabaul.

Mr. G.M. Keogh arrived from Rabaul and took up
duties as Patrol Officer at Ambunti,

The staff as at 30th., June, 1931 is as follows :

Ambunti Distriet Headquarters.

E.D. Robinson, Assistant District Officer.
G.M. Keogh, Patrol Officer.

R.J. Beckett, Stiorsman Gaoler.

J.H. McGuigan, Medical Assistant.

Varienberg Police Post.

J.K. McCarthy, Patrol Officer.

NATIVE ADMINISTRATION.

The Sepik Distriet is divided into two
main sub-divisions- Ambunti and Marienberg.
The Distriect Office is at Ambunti, which is sit-
uated 230 miles from the Sepik Mouth. It is from
here that the Middle and Upper reaches of the

s District are administered. The Ambunti sub-divisions
g are as follows :-

; B The Middle Sepik River from Taubanam to Malu
: village.
y 2. The Upper Sepik River from Malu village to

the Territorial boundary.
, The Karawari and Korcsomeri iiivers.
4. The Northern and Southern Hinterland of

the Sepik River.

The only Police Post maintained in the
Distriet is situated at Marienberg. This is 40
miles from the mouth of the Sepik. The under
nentioned native area3s are controlled frowm this Post

%o 'he Lower Sepik River from Kopa to Nanduanum '
village.

2, The Keram River and hinterland areas.

s The Yuat River and hinferlani.

4. The beach area and hinterland.

lhe anproximate areas of the two main
o sub-divisions are Ambunti 10,000 square miles,
s ; Marienberg 12,700 square m”*les. (22,700 square

: A miles for the whole District)

3 : o W g e b - f i Aoy oK . R ges % ok g
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‘he area as administered by the District is
as follows :

- Arar. rier*voupleve dovernment control 2532 8q. miles,

T —

Area under Government influence 264 sq. miles.
Area under partial Government influence 1110 8q. miles

} Area penetrated by patrols 708 8q. miles

Area unexplored 18,086 " "

a. Census.

Census for the period 1930-1935 has been
completed for the District. The pro forma of
the collection as issued by Central .dministration
has been followed and census books will be for-
warded to Rabaul at an early 3ate.

The census for 1920-31 shows a notable
increase over the figures recorded for the yoar
1928-29, which are the only figures available.

The total for the Sepik as then recorded was 17.771.
Petails of the total recorded for 1930-31 showing
an 80% increase on the statistics for 1928-29 are
shown as under.

Population.
Sub=Division Children Adults Perscns.
M, F. I F
Ambunti 3132 2792 4423 4208 14,555
Marienberg 3097 2584 4712 4159 14,562,
L
Totals 6229 537> 9135 8377 29.117.
]
Patrolling activitiés are responsivle for the large
inerease over previous fizures. Lvery effort has
been made to effect a cumplete census for the areas
under control, but it ies expected that with the
consr,lidation of new areas in the tuture, these
Y

fizures will be greatly added to.
b. Heed Tax.
b, Heed ‘ax

Details of Head Tax collectecd during the
ericd under review are as [ollows @

Sub=-Division Amount collected Increase over
1929-30.

Ambun’; i £ 645. 10. o £ 37. 0.
- 1enbend R LM 57.10.
Potals £ 1178. 6. 0 £ 94.10.

eI R
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The revenue of the natives is muinly
deriv:d from the sale of sago and, tobacco.
fhe primngipal rywame awmg +ha Ch oo vatvimmmlaion >
&l labunbi: and Marienberg, the Cat%olic Missior
Marienberg, uri ndd people on the river. The
following table showing the incidenee of taxation

compared with the cpproximate revenue of the unative
is worthy of note.

Buyer Amount 2ax paid.
Ambunti £ 160. 9, 2 £ 645. 10, 0
Marienberg 92. 1. 0 932. 10, 0
Catholie Mission 400, 0. O

Totals £ 652, 10. 0 £ 1178. 0. 0

It can be thus seen that the greater part
of taxation is contributed from an nutside source
such as returned laltourers, recruits’ hand money
etc. It is my opinion that the Head Tax shonld
be derived from the direct results of the village
industries, and that wages etec. should not de con-
sidered as a possible source of revenue.

It is tc this enu that the natives are
encouraged to plant and work their produce, and
it is hoped that eventually this will result in
the Head Tax being paid by monies derived from
the result of home industries only, Th s the in-
cres ed wants of the natives could be satis®ied by
his own personcl industry,

L4

6. Patrols.

It has been mentioned previously that the
works of patrols during the year hes resulted in
4 gI'at increase in the recorded population, As
well as this, all villages have been benefited bu
beins visite® regularly, and the natives apprec®®le
ti@ vieils. ‘43 a :esult of constant patrols, a
great improvement i.° rodds, barads, and the gen—
eral appearance of tho villages is apparent. L)

A toftal of 16 patrols were recorded during
the year. Of these, 12 were from the Ambunti emg,
and four fro® arlenberg Police Post, The Aetalls
of each patrdl are as under :

Ambunti.
Anun e

1. To Waskuk area for the purpose of inveytigating
the deaths of Police Constables Belova and
Juwitis., These were killed in 1929 by the
natives of this area. The patrcl was considered

succeseful in as much as the confidence of the

natives was gained, and a foundation way laid
for future consolidation of the area.
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10.

11,

8.

To upper reaches of the Sepik River for
purposes of exploration. ralleating 2 dqtp,
WIS e . oSS work, to pay
three deceased estates. The patrol reached
a point above ihe Haus River, then returned,

visiting viliages o1 the Haus, Mai, and Yellow
Rivers.

All these villages were visited for the first
time by any 0ffiecial of the Administration,

and friendly relations were established with
the natives.

To Wewak aree for purposes of consclidation.
Tle two villages Urambanj end Tangan jambi
were visited for the first time. Friendly
relations were established with the natives,
and a first census was iaken.

'o Charim area in the northern hinterland

for the purpose of investigating a reported
murder. The patrol was successful, in that
the rumour was proved to be unfounded.

Further confidence of these natives was gained.

To the inland country of Tambunum and Tum
the Kabriman ares, =and the viilages inland
of vuambri.
and general aptrol duties. A new census was
compiled, several deceased estates were paid,

and other general patrol duties were carried out.

Marienberg.

To the western hinterland of the Yuat River,
thence to the villages on the Yuat and lower
Sepik Rivers. The first named area was vis-
ited for the first time by an Official of the
Administration. PFriendly relations were es-
tablished with the natives, and a first census
was written. In all 12 new villages were
visited.

lo the Beach and Pora-Pora areas. The obiect
of this natrol was consolidation and general
work. Information was gained of several new
villages situated in the Pora-Pors area.

To all villages situated on the Lower Sepik,
Keram and Yuat Rivers and the hin.erlend
thereto. The patrol was conducted for the
purpose of compiling census for general Adnin-
istration work. The area situated in the west=
ern hinterland of the Yuat River was visited
tor the second time by a Government Patrol, and
as a result, the villages can now be claimed to
be under Government influerce. 80 villages
visited on this patrol.

To Beach, Marienberg, and Pora-Pora areas for

the purpose of completing the censue for 1930-35.

26 villages were visiki.

To compile a new census for 1930-35,
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de ' ew Areas.

} e A feature of the Distriat hesg haen t~
. - PAERLETE 203 osmvde Golashy vnat fias been
visited. In the majority of cases, these ~reas
have all been consolidated by following patrols,

| and the villages brought under Government influ~-

| ence. Under is a brief summary of the work in
} these areas,

Ambunt 3. - |

Waskuk. As a result of the killing of two Native {
Constables in 1929, this area consistang
of the villages Waskuk, Bangus, Urambanj,
and Targanjambei, was upset. As a result
of the murders, the villagefs were aban-
doned, ani the natives lived in the bush
for 1é monthe., Today they are all back
in their villages. This area was visited
by patrols early in the year, and frierdly
relations were established with the natives.
Good work done by further patrols speedily
brought these people to a degree of control.
They are now lined without any difficulty,
and are frequent visitors to Ambunti.

Kamchua. Villages in this area were visited for the
first time by patrol during the year.
Friendly relations were established with
the natives of some of the villages, but
a hogtile reception was met with in one
village. The ¢rea was again visited by a
patrol, which proceeded fror the Korosomeri
River overland to Malu on the Sepik River.
Four new villages were visited on this patrol
and amicable relations were made with the
people.

KABRIVA'T. The lzrger villages of Kabriman cannot

= be classed as new as they were visited in
1926, but since then they had not been
visited until this year. The patrol sue-
ceeded in reachking Kabriman, and recording
a first sensus. A following patrol again
reached this area, and was successful iu
reaching several hitherto unpenetrated
areas and villages. This area i3 now under
partial Government influence.

X Haus, Yellow, and Mai Rivers.

Owing to their distance from Ambunti, it

is not poussible to pay these people Irequent
visits. A patrol visited all new villages
and were accorded a friendly reception by
all the natives.

Marienbe. 3.

Pora-Pora. 'he Pora~"ora, situated to {the south

— of Marienberg Police Post wus visited for
the first time during the year. 7 villages
were then visited and all the natives
proved to be very friemdly and first census
was taken. It is hoped that the Government
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influence will quickly spread in this area, as

several of the natives have already beun into
Marienberg Policeﬁbgﬂt. : -

gy e ® ‘-

Northern Hinterland.

This sparsely populated area was visited for the
first time. One small new village was found, and
some valuable data was ohtained with regard to
the future possibility of a trans-distriet road.

Roads,

'he normal method of progress .in the District
is either by pinnace or by canoce. Considering the
area of the Sepik District, the mileage of bridle
tracks is surprisingly small. There are no roads
suitable for vehicular traffic. The following is
a table showing the mileage of th~ various bridle
tracks :

Sub=-Division Vileage Remarks,

Aunbunti

From To,

Tumbungu Kwoiut 15 No payment is

Korogo Chauash 20 made for the

Tumbungu Simbian 9 upkeep of bridle

Werriman area 18 tracks as these
mostly are used

b ves.
Potal 62 only by nati

Marienberg.

Varienberg Kaup 35
Marienberg dMasan 10
Anang Keram River 12
Kaizduanum West Hinter. 20
Simbiri Yanen =
Munyaten Buten 7
91

Total mileage 1930~31 150
" " 1928-29 61
Increase 89

f. Village Officials.

'he mumber of Iulvais, Tul-Tuls and Medical
Mil-Tuls holding office a= at 30th. June 1931 are
as follows := g : A :
Ambunti Paramount ILuluai Imluais Tul-Tuls M.T.ZI.'

Nil 85 71 Nil
Marienberg: 1 G4 79 62

Potals @ 1 179 150 62
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'he number of Mediecal Tul-Tuls for the Ambunti
area is not at pregent available. This will be

fc;warded at an early date. The discrepancy ex-
181tng betweep tha —p-iy v -» R I T T

iS “he ;esult'of the Tulvais being appointed to
new villages where no suitable man is available
for the position of Tul=tul.

General Health of the Netives.

The health of the native commnity has
been generally good. No undue sickness has been
reported during the year, and treatment has been
effected to many natives during the patrols.

I am of the opinion that owing to the large popu~
lation at present under control, the appointment

of another Yedieal Assistant to the District would
be of great help.

Recruitirg, ete.

Several Furopeans have been engaged in
recruiting throughout the District during the
year. No complaints of their aetivities have been
received. The upper rcaches of the Keram and Yuat
Rivers have been constantly prospected for gold.
Up to date, the search has been in vain.

Desertetrs.

Notices of desertion have been frequently
received from employers of Native ILabour. In
cases, the native upon completion of a' contract has
re-engaged for a further *crn of indenture, and
has been returned to his village for three months

leave. Upon. the expiration of his leave, the native

is in wany cases, quite unable to return to his em=-
ployer, cving to lack of tranaport. In sueh cases,
the native cannot be considered a deserter, as the

employer has made no provision for the native to be
returned.

Mission 3tatistics.

The Catholic Mission is the only Religious
Body engaged in the District. The Details are as
follows :

LWLN

Buropeans _ Fathers Brothers
Marienberg 1 1
Murik h B Rl

4
Natives Teachers Students for Teachers Scholars
59 15 16 28

(8gd) ®.D. RODINSON.

Assistant Distriet Officer




: Left in light rain, arrived KJQINIRT
9th. July. b E

Territory of New Guinea,

Sub=District Office,
Wewgls . -
- n : £ D sfik DISTRICT.

2nd. August, 1 v
Memoraiadum for :- i y §34

District Officer,
SEPIK DISTRICT.

Special Patrol Report No. S.D. 1/1934=35.

Area Patrolled :- Overland from Aitape through Vapi
area to head waters of Yellow River,
and down Yellow River t. Sepik River.
Thence per M.L. "OSPREf" down Cepik
Rivar to TUMBUNGU. Thence overland
from TUMBUNGU to Wewak. ' at

Objects of Patrol :- To inspect reported gold find
on WINI Creek. To explore WINI
Creek to the south with the object
of proving it to be the head waters
of either the Yellow or the §==L8110?.

Personnel :- 2.D. Robinson, Assistant Distriet
T e Officer.
Mr. R, Gallet of Gallet Exploration
Company of New Guinea.
2 N.C.0.'s and 7 Native Constables,
1 Medical Orderly ard 34 carriers.

Names of Native

Constabulary :- Cerporal Wankra, Lance Corporal
Pasangon, Constables Atino, Narakaia,
Muriki, Kisi, Sengi, Yuska, Natarai.
Also Medical Orderly Pure.

Duration of Patrol :- T7th. July to 31at. July 1934.

Results :- See under separate report on reported
R Gold find. Proved WINI Creek to be the
head waters of the Yellow River. Made

friendly contact with many natives
hitherto unvisited by the 'white man'.

Diary :- Patrol left Aitape by road and made
Julv. camp in the afternoon at BINATTI.

s o Distance 10 miles approx.

3th. July. Left early, lunched at NINGIA., Went

on and made camp at WAIWALI. 16 miles
aApprox.

and made camp. 6 miles approx.

e DT i Y e
S OF o S 4y
e f e '



TN T—_——

P a———

10th, July.

11th. July.

12th, July.

1étho J':_l_ll.

17th. July.

Left early on a fairly mountainous

road arriving at NWANTIEI 11 a.m. in
very heavy rain. Iunched and left,
erossed river with heavy flood running
and proceeded up mountaj= s KUG{RLT
Tatad Chuup 4Be mmae, UlStance 11 miles
approximately.

Left and arrived MAIWEUTOA and lunched,
then on to YARAITEM, and on to PAIL,
where camp was made. PAI is on top

of the dividing range, and from here
both the Aitape and Sepik shed may be
seen. 10 milee approx.

Walked about 5 miles along the WINI
Creek and arrived at Mr. Gough's camp.
Worked grourd in readiness to put in
a box. Made camp. 3 miles approx.

N¥r. Gough's loys were working on the
box all day. 3Box taxen out at 4 p.m.
See separate report.

Left early and followed WINI Creek down
for about 16 giles to ¥r. GCallet's
(base), and camped. This camp is om the
right bank just below the village of
EAKOI, and opposite village TI .

16 miles approx.

Left early following the creek and made
camp early in the afternoon on the left
vank. River shows more mudstone and
the couatry looks siightly lower. 10
miles approx.

left 7.15 a.m. following creek. 8 a.m.
large tributory coming in on right bank.
¥ade camp on left bank late in aftermoomn,
no natives seen all day. ’'umbers of
erocodiles on banks and in water. 12
miles approx.

Left e.rly alter hesvy rain all night.
River very high so had to take toc the
bank cutting a track through lightly
timbered country. 10.10 a.m. heard
talking and rounded a bend in tise %o
see a woman and child running away. Ve
called out and a man cane from a small
house on the felt bank, He was timid
it gquite friendly. I called a mumber
of names of villages which I .mew at ¢t .2
uth of the Yellow River. He replied
2 downstrean, which was very
A £ to us, although we could not
: =ay with certainty if we were o3 the
1low or the Jand River. After giving the
0ld men sone small presents, we left, and
zbou nonr aftermarde, seven men
These were mem of [ETUMERITY
villages inland off the bank
telow EAKEL and TENINI.
until we made eczap
the afternoon.
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They then left, telling us by signs that

they would return in the morning with natives
: of NELON which they said was inland and down
’ stream, 18 mils:s approx.

A8th, July. Lef¥ early and paseed i Tty e R T ‘
) ; -l caid.y mna just pelow, 25 =atdyves of KELNOM
’- T accompanied by 7 of the TALN people (who

were with us yesterday) awaited us., We e

tradod matches, rings, and razor blades g

for 1oodastuff, All the natives were quite e
fritndly but very timid. We then proceeded B
with all these people, some guiding and 4

some following us. At 11.15 we sat dowr.

to loneh, anf the carriers and the police

cookea ™ice, aome of which they gave to the

visiting natives, who 4id not care for it.

later, as we proceeded, the natives pointed
out the road to their villageKELNOM, which
was On the left bank, At 1 p.m. they left
us telling us that they were afraid to g0
further down as the village of MAUREL was
there on the left bank, and they had been
8hot up by Malays some years ago. Amongst
these KEINOM men was one who could spesk
Malay quite well. Cnrnoral WANKRA also speaks
Yalay, and through that, we got some very
useful information. He told us that we were
definitely on the Yellow River, and pointed
out the direction the Sand River was running.

Also, he told us that about five months ago
two Malays and a party of natives were in the
vieinity shooting birds of paradise, and he
was with them for two days, and left thea
before they got to MAUREL village, as he was
afraid of the MAUREL people. At 3.30 p.m,

we crossed the river breast high and made
camp on the left bank. 8 miles approx.

9th, July. Left early morning and crossed over to the
Lo right bani, then spent some hours cutting
through dense pit-pit. 3Saw a large village
on the left bans and some distance Inland.
Judged this to be MAUREL. Made camp on right X 1
bank. 8 miles approx. . j
]

20th. July. left 6.a.m. 10.10 came to large house with
fish baskets, spears, bows and arrows inside
a large garden, A fire was still burning,
but no other sign of natives. A short distance
away was a !a2r-e kunai pisin. From here we
could see Kl I mountain on the Sepik River
and sitvated the mouth of the Yellow River.
This greatly heartened the police and carriers
who wera doubtful as to our success in finding
the Sepik River. When I explained to them that
in 1932 I had made my camp at the foot of this
mountain when awaiting the arrival of Mr. Oakley
and Mr. Eve on their overland p-*rol from Aitape
they were delighted. Went on and mad 2 camp
on right bank in afternoon. 9 miles anprox.




21s8t. Ju;l.

22nd, July.

23rd. July.

| o e o

Left early and cut a track through

light bush until 11 a.m. when we heard

bush being cut on the anvasite alde ~f Yo
ivor., Llteh cutiung 'a track through dense

pit-pit to get to the actual Lank of the

river, we saw some large houses on the

opposite bank which was fairly high, and a very

large nuuber of men and women who had al-
ready heard us and were standing on this
bank. We called to them and after very
little hesitation, two of the men came down
into the water and swam across to use.

I noted that they were exceptionnlly powerful
swimmers.

When they landed, they were of course a little
bit timid, but after making signs of friendsbip

Yo them, they overcame their timidity and
called to others who also came across. Thy
explained that the willage was EIDERWOK anli
also that it extended fo» mi.es. As we lei’t,
four men of EIDERWOK accompan‘ed us as self-

appointed guides until 4 p.m. when we made camp

on the right bank. 16 miles apprax.

Natives of EIDERWOK arrived at daylight and
showed by signe that they wished to accom—
pany us. We then left the actual bank of
the river but kept it in sight all the time,
crossed three very large plains of :

or buck oats. From here we could see the
KOJABU mountain on the Sepik River quite
plainly. 10 a.m. came to a large cirecle

of 6 large houses. These also belong to the
EIPERWOK people, of whom there were about
50 m:n and women who were ali quite friemdly.
We lunched here.

Leaving at 12 midday, we passed WEI-ARI
village on our left, and them PABEI village
on a small hill on our right. These villages
were hoth on the right bank of the Yellow
River and I had met many ¢f the natives some
years ago when I went up to MIRIJAMI on a
patrol rom AVBUNTI. Going due south, we
arrived at MIRAJAMI at 4 p.m. Here, many

of the natives remembered me from before and
were very excited, patting me on the back
saying 'Kiap, Kiap'. They then told us by
signs that the Sepik Kiap was down below.

We crossed the Yellow River in their flimsy
canoes, which they 0till make with stone
ares, and made camp on the left bank oppos=
ite the village. 20 miles apprex.

Left 6.50 a.m. pruceeding along the left

pank of the Yellow River, arrived at the foot
of the KCJARU mounvain after crossing the
Sepik in MIRIJAMI canoes, at 1230 p.m. and
made cemp. Heras the natives %t0ld us by signs

that the Sepik Kiap had gone up the Sepik River

and would be back in four days.
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24th, July,

2§th. J lz.
26th. July.

27th. July.

28th. July.

29th. July.

Oth. July.

J1st. Julvy.

Inspe~ted all the police equipuent and
rifles, brought three canoes from the
NMIRIJAMI natives, and made a raft, as the
party would be too 'pvve Paw 4y - e g PT——
3L o '.ae top of the KOJABU mountain,
1000 feet. Irom here, one gets a remark-
ably good view of the Sepik Valley, and on
a clear day one may see the foothills of
the Aitupe Range. ThLis is the mountain
where I made the fires to guide the patrol
of ¥r, Oakley and Mr. Eve in 1932.

Mr. Keogh returned from upstream on the
m.,v, "OSPREY"at 3.30 p.m. and we proceeded
downstream at 7.35 p.um. by bright moonlight
and kept ruaning all night.

Steaued all day and arrived at Ambunti at
9 p.m.

Left Ambu.:ti 2,30 p.m. arrived JAPANDEI at
dusk and made camp.

Left early, steaned all day and arrived
PUMEUNGU at dusk. Made camp. The "OSPREY"
went direect downstream. ;

Left per canoes up the TUMBUNGU creek for
about two miles, and then walked ti

a long grass plain to SHUEMBO on to.CH BIAN,
and arrived at WORLIGUM about 2 p,m. after
walking through the same kind of *country

all the time. Here we made cemp.

Lett 6-25, walkel through grass plains
all day and arrived at WAMBA late and
made camp.

Left 5.30 a.m. and arrived YANUNGA 2 p.m.
BELIWANA 3.45 and PASSAN 4,30 where camp
was made. The grass plains lasted all the
way until JARARAKWA and them changed to
bush.

Left early after heavy rain which made the

going very bad. Arrived at the Government
Station at 3.30 p.m.
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GENERAL REMARKS : A.  YBLIOW RIVER., PREVIOUSLY

UNEXPIORED _  4REA, .

The route taken by the patrol after
leaving the site cf Mr. Gallet's dredging
claims passes through territory previously
unvisited. Dr., Behrmann, shortly before
the war years travelled up the Sand River
plotting ite course, Lut he did not penetrate
up the Yellow, and the line shown on his sur—
veys as being the presumptive diréction and
source of the Yellow is now shown to be in-
correct.

Whereas he allows the Yellow to rise
between TOMBOROM and SEINUM, this patrol
definitely proves that its real scurce is
the WIRI which rises furtuer %o the north,
and that its whole downward course is fur-
ther to the east than was previously believed.

The patrol travelled in the bed of the
river practically all the way. The average
depth wou'd be from three to six feet, and
the average width between twenty and thirty
vards. As one gets dowustream the country
Lbecomes much fletter and the banks of the
river are lined with dense wild sugar cane.
(pit=-pit) The country is only very lightly t
timbered and is very damp.

The river cannot be coneidered navigable
i) any part, the snags and shallows making
it impossible for water transport. There :
are no cances on the river above the village
of MIFIYAMI which is approximately 10 miles
from the mouth.

NATIVES -  VILLAGES.

All the natives on our way down were
particularly friendly. There was no suggestion
of troutle during the whole patrol. When one
first came into contact with them, they were
raturaily timid, but in every case, their
curiosity overcame their timidity.

All the villages, until one arrives about
30 miles from the mouth are built a mile or .
3o inland from the banks. The houses, large\
and bew shaped are built off the ground on
piles from 6 to 8 feet high. Usuvally a eircle
of about 10 of these with a large space in
the centre is buils. All clearing is done with
stone axes.

WEAPONS .

All male natives carry bows and a number
of arrows, and usually a bone of the cassowary
gshaped into a dagger is worn in an arrlet on
the npper armu.

No spears or ghields were noted.
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CLOTHING.
The men wagr ~ manpa -7 e Dt Pl -
and 8izes on Yhe penis. This is tied Pl
round the waist with a string. The women ni
wear either a small grass skirt or remain $i

naked, Y|

Both sexes wear strings of seeds re-
sembling beads, These arc coloured either
red, black, or white, anl are wornm round
the neck or in a tight band around the
forehead. Strings of small bones of animals
or birds are also worn around the waist.
Now an? again, one sees the plumes of a
bird of paradise or goura pigeon worn in the ha

HEALTH.

These people are of medium build ana
are light skinned. Thoy seem to be a par-
ticularly healthy crowd. Very few cases
of ulcer or framboesia were noted. Tinea
iwbricata is prevalent.

AGRICULIURE.

The main diet of these people is sago.
Small gardens are made in which are planted
sugar cane of fair quality, tero, yam, sweet
potato, bananas and paw-paws. Very few coco-
mits were seen and all were small and of poor
quality. Fish are caught in woven baskets
which are put in the small streams early in the
morning and collected at dusk.

TRANSPORT.

These people have no means of transport
except walking. When they wish to cross the
river they swim. Some quite good swimmers
were seen. The MIRIAMI people use small
flimay canoes, but these are only used when they
wish to cross the river or go downstream.

GOVERNMENT INFLUENGE.

These people could be very quickly brought
under contrel. They are prepared to bhe
friendly, quick to pick up signs, and seem
eager to help. In every case where we mes
natives, I would call out names of villages
which I knew on the Lower Yeilow from my
previous visits, Also I would call out trn-= v
name of an influential man of WIRIAMI "IBIO" #
ag we got down. These would be picked up %
and they would repeat and point downstream.
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which 1 £new to be o the Yellow ilver. and would
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L was hard to ve certain.
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e rOo. arrived on the Sepik River on the
sra. 71( v and made cam at !J‘A feoot of the KFOJA HII
1 he f { ! F \
mounvaly 11 1;.',‘1' sanme Lac as Y 12 i(‘ 8 A L 1‘)'\ >
Un the morning of the 24th. July, I went up the
nountain (I000 ft.). From the summit of thie one
ets a splendid view of the country over which we h
A ! 3
veen. On a clear day 'he foothills of the Altane

nge c.n be plainiy seen. Also looking down the
main Sepik one gets a clear view of the WOGAMUS
mountains which are approximately 60 miles above
mbunti, The M.L. "OSPREY" arrived in the aftermo
nd we proceeded downstroea: cal'ing at Ambunti,
Japandei, and leaving the vessel at Tumbungu.
it was low wa%er on the river, and the mosq itoes

were not so prevalent as . ¥y usually are,
c. PUMBUNGU T0 WEWAK.
'he walk overland from Tambungu to Wewak was

made in three and a hall davs. The whole area of
countrv is one vast rass plain. 'he grass is a
swamp grase or buck oats and should be lendid fo

feedin

he villagee are mos

or less neglected.
very
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The natives are of ' wn build and avpear to be
he@lthy, 7J1rougk‘CQfe? ulcers and framboesia
were noted in numbers.

This route would make a splendid road for quick
communication with the Sepik River. A runner could
easily make Tumbungu in two and a half days, and
from Tumbungu to 2mbunti caun be made by canoe in
about twelve ours: or Tumbungu to Ansgoram in about

ght hours. orses can be use® as far as CHUE
nd then ith a ittle ridging, as far as Tumbungu.
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TERRITORY OF NEW GUINEA.

Sgp-Dietrict Office,
grgRe

L D L

Baaas . SRUSER. 0 <4

August 12th. 1934.
Memorandun for .-

The Secretary for lands & Mines.
RABAUTL, '

Sut ject := 1, REEFORTED GOLD ¥IUD WINI CREEK - C. COUGH.

2. DREDGING CLAINS PEGGFI BY - E, GALﬂWQE.
Referencc :-  Patrol Report No. S.D. 1/1534-35.

On she 7th. July, 1934 ' proceeded to
Wini Creek to test and inspect a gold find reported by
iir. C. Gough of Aitape. The Wini Creek rises approx-
imately 50 miles from Aitape in a South Westerly direction
and 13 made in 5 easy stages by road from Aitape, allowing
one to arrive at Gough's camp some distance down the creek
early on the 6th. day.

At daylight on the 13th. day of July, a
box was put in and worked throughout the day. Bottom was
nov found until 3.30 p.m, in the afternoon. At 4.45 the
box was taken out and cleaned. This yielded about one
pennyweight of good looking coarse gold. This has been
forwarded by the District Officer to the Warden at Wan.

I conaidered that this was not a payable proposition,
and the area was not declared a Gold Fi3ld. Mr. Gough
decided to carry on with his prospecting activities in
other parts of the creek.

FRRTTTIEREEE SS ST e.
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2. Dredging Claims Pegged by Mr, Gallett.

Some distance down the creek, Mr. Gallett
has pecged ten dredging claims, These were also inspected,
and to the best of my ability, were also tested. As far
as I can judge, these are NOT an alluvial proposition.
There are no very large boulders in the creek. Il- fact
there is nothing thwat could not be moved with a minimurm

of trouble.

}wrﬂnghﬁﬂb the ten olaiﬂs, there'&re
larce areas of good looking wash. fallett estimates this
will go about 2/- pes yard. This is merely his own rough
estimate.

2 a. Transport.

Withy the idea of the possibility of water
tpansnort from the Sepik River in my mind, I decided to
vl ,.‘1\)~A v i i ‘ -

#n1low the Wini downstream. After Tollowing the Wini down
for 11 davs, I arrived at the Sepik River. Transport from
;Q: %eniky R’iver is entirely our of the question, as on

a(;(:-oiln% Qf 1;}‘1‘," canoes ;:‘_‘1‘,;\ :1:»;;;‘3;1}.’:’() L‘{t) ve ‘the Vli],age :’Jf
Miriyami which is approximately 10 miles from the mouth.
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In no plece
%0 be a navigable river,
the North where severa’ €391 _Lles-rfor devodromes are Lo
s T Gallett

would 1 consider the Yellow

. WL assures me that near Xakoi there
18 a large grass plain which wouid make guite a good
landing ground with a little preparation. I have not
yet seen this myself

2b, Natives - Foodstuffs %te.

The natives in the vie
crowd. This is also so all
Sepik. TLabour should
tance up the creek.
the nunbers of native

inity are a very friendly
the way down the river to the
be easy to obtain from a short dis-
As one goes further down the ereek,
8 and villaces decrease.

Pocdstuffs such as yams, sago, .
bananas, paw paws, can be
for trale, such as salt,
knives cte.

ative cabbage,
purchased in large quantities

beads, razor 'lades, small

Nr. Gallett applied for
on the 10th. Aum
were granted,

the ten dredging claims
18t 1934, when Certificates of Application

(5gd.? E.D. ROBINSON.
Assistant Warden.

Air transvort could be UAGA Fpan

B hrm-w,vw

A X




. . Ml

lerritory of New Puinea.

Sub-District 0ffice,
- o mmbunty,
SEPIK DISTRICT.

, 9th. March, 1933.
Memorandum for :

The Acting Distriet Officer,
SEFTK DISTRICT.

Subjeecu deport of Investigation re

lribal Fighting at Kuvannas.

Reference : Patrol Peport A.7/1932-33.

A a resuli of & report that aatives
of Kupagalion had raided the village of Kuvennas, 1
visited tuis area during Patrol No. 7/1932-33.

Obtaining earriers from the main river,
I proceeded to Kuvenmas, arrviving on the 19th. Pebruary
1933. It was my original intention to hold a Coroner's:
Inquest on the tody of a woman who was killed during
this raid, but although the natives 5. e me all inform-
ation and helped in every way possible during the en=-
quiry, they were very much averse to my taking out the
body. As these natives are only under partial Govern-
ment influenc~, I refrained from exhuming the body, and
proceeded to .upagalion on 20th, February.

The village of Kupagalion is cituated
on the top of a mountain about 500 feet high. We arr-
ived at the foot of the mou tain at 1.15 p.m. Ve were
first seen by two women w at once raised une alarm,
Immediately a large body of men came running down the
mountain towarde us, heavily armec with spears, bows, and
arrows, and carrying shields. They halted at a distance
of about 60 yards from us and several spears were throsn,
which landed in the middle of my party, but did not kit
anybody. Through my interpreter, I told them that we had
not come to fight, and then continued to gdvance: A
native who proved to be the leader and slightly in advance
of the others, quiskly threw three spears one after the
other, all of whieh would have wounded Constable Wari
had he not quickly dodged aside.

I told the police to refrain from firing
and fired a shot from my revolver over his head, which b-d
no deterrent effect. He was now about 20 yards from Cca-
stable Wari and myself, and as he was flt?ing‘gn arrow to
his bow, with the othor‘pwtzvos c:os? behlpd kim, I in-
gtp“ptow the police %o fire one round at him, As a resu}t
of the volley, the man fell to the ground. On seeing this,
the other natives irmediately retreated. Just at this time
ﬁvénmqn with two young children came upon the pgrty from
vehind. 1 told the interpreter to tell the natives that
Wé“ﬁére on a friendly mission, and sent the womgn and

ehildren to join “hem




Thgy had only retreated a short distance
up the mountain, and it waa obvious that this action
on our part surprised tbeu. We *han pr?1~3 2ap AP s [+ 4
<oi A sounttea man, who was hit''in ‘the upper right
arm and right thigh, breaking the femur. This brought
a quick response. The natives brought a long bamboo
of water and put it in the middle of the road. We
got this, but it was too late for the man, as he died
very shortly after.

After a long parley between the interpreter
and the natives, we at last succeeded in establishing
friendly relations. We then explained that we had only
fired in self defence, and with their permission, we
gave a demonstration of the power of the rifle unon
one of their shields. Caump was made at this spot, and
during the remainder of the day, over twenty men and
youths visited us, bringing coconuts, betel mut, ete.
for which we paid in small trade.

The following day, we visited the village,
and whilst we were examining the club house (House Tamboran)
the men asked us to come outside as they wished to present
us to their women folk. Between twenty and thirty woman
of al' ages were standing there all very friendly and not
the least bit afraid. I then took the opportunity of
explaining to the natives that there must be no more
fighting, otherwise the Administration would take very
severe action.

They assured me that now they understood
there would be no repetition, and through the interpreter,
sent a peace message to Kuvenmas, accompanied by suitable
presents for the Iuluai. We then left the village with
a general feeling of good will and returned to where the
"Osprey" was +ied up, a distance of between 2 to 3 hour.
walk. On our arrival, we were much surpriseld to find lhat
about 30 unarmed men and some womren had followed us down.
I'o these, we gave mumerous trade goods which were much
appreciated by them,

I an quite satisfied with the result of tuis
expedition, as what might have turned into a very serious
sitnation was averted with the lods of only one life,
and friendly relations appear to have heen established
between Xuvenmas and Kupaszlicr

Under separate men .andum I am forwarding
a reccommendation for the appointment of a Imluai at

Kupagalion.

(Sgd.) E.D. ROBINSON.

Asst. District Offiger.






