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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

PATROL REPORT 

Sub-Diatr.ict s GOILil.aA 
District of.. .. OERDAJ, .......................................... Rep01t No .... .a .... J .. ~ .. 69/7.0 ..... J.aita;.e ...... . 

Patrol Conducted by ...... i. .• XAlULAB.D ............... lJ.eai.4PlaiionJ ..... PATB.OL .. OF.F.ICEi ... .......... . 

Area Patrolled .. W9.1:t.a».t. .. L9.Q.al ... ~:v:~.n.tt»t ... C.o.1.W.Qil .. ..Ar.ea. •... :V:•~.ap:u. .. ~ .. .tu.o. .. O .• .Da. 

Patrol Accompanied by fa,ropeans ............ 1'11 ......................... ............ . 

Natives .. 4 .. membera . .R.E.a:.ll.G .. C ... ......... . 
Council Tax coll•~tion team 

Duration-From ... 28/ ... 1 .. / 19.69 .. to .. 3.1. / .. 10./19 .. 6.9. ( broka) 

Number of Days .. .68 ........ ........................................................ . 

Did Medical Assistant Accompany ? ...... .No ......................................... . 

Last Patrol to Area by a;,irJ>d,;jccs ... J . .j. .. J. . ./19.69 .. 

Medical . . . . .. ..... ./. ...... ./ 19 ....... . 

Map Reference ...... lourmil. .. of .. ~mu .. ...... .SC.5.5~3. .. S.ariea .. T.504 ................................ ...... .. .. . 

Objects of Patrol. .... 1 ... .. AJJD.\l&L .. Cen.aua .. &nd .. be& .. S.tud.y .............. ... ................................... . 

.. ........ ....... . .............. 2 ..... Pommc.1 ... u4 ... am>.er.rt.1e ... w.o.rk.J)ll .. IN.~ .. . S:t.ogk .. Ro:ui1 .... . 

Director of District Administration, 

P\)RT MORESBY. 

Forwarded, please. 

I I 19 

Amount Paid for War Damage Compensation $ .................. .. 

Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund ... . $ ................... . 

Amount paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund ... . 

District Commi.uloner 

······ ··· ················································································ ···'·· ····· ·····································' ............... . 



TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

T...,,,._ 
T ............................ ..................... .. 

Our Ref..-.ne» .... §7:-. ?..~§ ............ · . . Port Moresby, 

If mlline ...It for 
Mr ................................................................ . 6th ·arch, 1970. 

The Secretary, 
Department of the Administ ator, 
KONEDOBC. 

,7.t·~'f 
Your;'eT' ~ '1 of 27th January, 197 • 

Attached is Append_x "C". 2. 

(R?./~~ 
DI STRICT CO ONEH, C.D. 

Attch. 



6?-2-8 

A.<blj.ni t r tor, 

Yo 6?-1-31 or 27th Jamaa17, 1910. 

2. Attach i• Appendix •o•. 



Appea~ "C• a; 
-...oi-ats in Go•ernaeat ReeogniHcl S hoola in the Woitapo Couno~ ...... 
~••1Jt.1atratioa 8ehoolas 

Nil. 

Catholio llieaioa lohool.81 

•• ,,,,,.!._ Bo1• !BI!. To kl 

0.01119 PriaarJ T 8ohool • ... , 10 9 19 
I 12 ' 1S 
II 20 ' 23 
III 20 12 32 
IV 18 12 '° y 24 3 27 
htal 1<>4 42 146 

J'a•iu. PriurJ T Sollool 
I 1, 7 22 
II 19 8 2'l 
III 18 .. 22 

IV 32 9 .. 1 

total ~ 28 112 

ttonpe Prial'7 ~Mhoo 
18 Prep 1, '' I 21 11 32 

v 2'I 2'l 
VI " '' Total 101 26 127 

J'ue 17~7 ~ 8oheol ... , 10 6 16 
I 2' 9 

,.. 
II 24 9 3, 
III 22 6 28 
IV 20 6 26 
hu 101 '6 1,7 

0.... htal 390 132 ,22 

• Gn•nM•t .. oopi.Mcl lolloo1•• lil 



pro 

OOY• 

lO\l t 

Oo 1•• ot t • pa rol 

~. liland, 
Foat, 

GFB/BT 

Di'fiaio or Diatrict in I r 'i 

7t J nu ' 

• to a 4 

~r.a111-..• O ntr 1 Diatrict. 

hilat political eduo tion ia continuµig proc• s it ia 
c aing a aor• apeciali ed t at, a.nd 1ou re atill eicpect d to 

~Ani<~inate tull:r in it• extenai:on ail •Yttr.7' opportunit7. 

• 
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TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUlNEA 

The Secretary, 
Deo2rtrnent of the '. inistra r , 
J<ooedobu. 

VOIT 

In Reply 
PI.cue Quoc. 

No. 7-2-8 

D~partment of the Admini.drotor, 

District Commissioner, 

Port Moresby, 

Central Dutrict, 

uary , 1970. 

,3 UF 1969/1970. 

eport of above patrol con ucte d by i~ •• 
Jiland, Patrol Office£ , to ·~itape ocal Go vernment 

Council area (Vetapu and uga Census Division s) is for-
warded in duplicate. 
2. A~.Niland has es ~abl is hed an enviable 
patrol record at loitape being al.est co tinuously on 
pat· ol since June last year. 

3. I agree with the •• C.Ta ini tl at it is 
ofte1 not prJcticable fur a patrol tc cover two census 
divisions without a break . In this particular case, the 
'etapu Census Divis ion could h ve been covered by a 
short Situation . eport and the statistics he l d 0ver for 
com?letioD of uga to enable a combined rea Study with 
a short Situation report sµe cifically rel a ti. g to the 
latter area. 

4. The necessity to get the Dubuy Stock :oute 
under constructicn, the Council electi uns a d the 
subsequent influenza innoculati on programme did not 
enable the patrolling officer to com )l et e the task, as 
scheduled. 

5. The change in attitude of the people towards 
the loitape Council through its sponsored : ural Development 
projects is noted with i nt rest. 

6. Could six copies of the patrol map be made , please. 

cc ••• c. Tapini. 
o.I.C. oitap 
Mr. iland. 

2. 



2 

7-1-2 

D1... rtment o the dministru.tor, 
vUb- i trict f fic t 

Tu n~I, Jent1: 1 .uintrict. 

31 t ecelliber , 1969. 
G ... H/ 2. 

rol 

uion r, 

o, 3 ot 1962/70 

pl find rei ort sub itted b7 r. R. • iland, 
oitap , co ering the bovementioned I' trol through 
nt Council reaa of th et pu d i\ C au 

in object of the Patrol re:-

( ) Ann al C ns . 
t 

( ) a Htudy; 

(c) Co DC and uper'f'i Aork on th Dub dtoc 
ut , d 

(4) utine >..dlllini tratio • 

D. D. c trol aa al to i t th cil 



De c...rt ent of the .ttdminis"'"; r utor, 
vUb-~i strict f f ice, 

67-1-2 

G.1:-'H/J H 

The District Commissione , 
entr8.l District, 

J; RT .. L...;>BY. 

Tu ~I , Centr 1 Li s trict. 

31st cce be , 1969. 

oitape I·atrol No. 3 ot 1969/70 

Attached plea e find re1ort submitted by r~ {. • Niland, 
P trol f!icer, ·oitape, coTering the abovementioned Fatrol through 
the Local Government Council r eas of the v tapu nd A a Census 
Divisions. 

2. The main objects of the Jatrol ere:-

(a) Annual Census; 

(b) Ar, .. a Jtudy; 

(c) Commence and supervise ork on th 
Route, and 

(d) outine Administration. 

L\q J tock 

3. hen necessa..7, the atrol as also to assiut the Council 
Tax atrol. 

4. This as a lengthy ati 11 111 bro en erioda br.o bout 
by i cwnstances beyond the iat:t'Ol ffi~er 'a control. hilst it 
may be desirable !ro certain points of vi to c~ver the Council 
area b7 one atrol I cannot agree that it is practicabl to do eo . 
hen there are two Census Divisiona. On ao t occaaions that thia baa 

been attempted the Patrol h s neen interrupt d and th atrol 
conaequently haa lost its effectiveness and the re ta thereof 
have not be n kno until some months later. In vq. opinion 1• would 
be aore practical to conduct separate atrols to e eh Cenaua Diviaio 
thereby reducing the poaaibil1ty ot interruptions and llo ing the 
atr,ol to achieve its objects and submit the r esults th reot without 

unaue del • On thi occasion for instance I feel too much • 
tteapted to achieve a tis!acto17 results and in addition to thia, 

other matters cropp d up h: ~h unavoidabl~ meant a further del ~ 
in the submia ion of the report. 

5. The people of the Council ar a h tve sho ed marked 
iaprovement to ards local political developm nt, but be7ond thia 
point they show little int rest in the activities of their r 
or the House of ssembl7. 1rhe latter could perhaps b iapro ed. b7 
more treouent visits to the area by the local member and qste .tlc 
political education. 

I .. 

6. Economic develo~ment of the rea is improving as co unic o 1 

improve. ~ keen intereot now lies to ards development of th cattle 
indastr.r in hich the Council is no taking an active rol • Toward• 
thia end the Council has allocated Eunds for the eonatruction of 
the Dublq' Track which will initially serve as the atoc route. 



2. 

i th th es1 stanc of l uro.l evelopaent b·1.mds it should be completed 
by th end of th financial year. ow that ~he wet season has 

t in it would not be ise to continue ith this project until 
~ebru z7 or .arch, 1970. 

?. ~ s co lunications imr rove so will aoci 1 services. J t 
present these are limited. 

8. ~he control c pvi· a ainat the influensa e pidemic wa• 
a m jor opera ·on a.ud tb ssistant District f!icer, r. eber 
is to be congratulated ~" his organisaticn to ards the utilisatlon 
o! av ilable p · rsonnel and transport at hie disposal. ~uick 
deplo ent of personnel ~s the ~e7I10te to a successful campaign. 
Officers of aal Departme~t concerned, isaion and ~ personnel 

ho too.It .ucb a keen inte~est in their work were rewarded b7 
co paratively few mortalities. Follow-up surveillance work 
continue a. 

9. r. iland s.s usual has sho ed a veq keen interest in 
hie or.It aud ha a· .... bmitted a comprehensive and well prepared 
report. 

10. oix cop ea of the l'atrol map would be appreciated, pl a••· 

11. elaim for Camping llo ance is also attached. !or 7our 
ppro al, plea e. 

A aia~~lilllissioner. 

2. 

I 

I 
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7-1-2 

nt District Gommissioner, 
oUb-District , 

.dminis r. tor , 
Diutrict. 

20th J c e ber , 19G9. 

I 3-69/70 

tt ic.1cd pl c e find the original · nd three co ies of the 
bove report submitt d by •r • . · . . iland, atrol fficer . 

2 . "he late sub ission is r gretted , flow ver thi s 'as 
unavcUd ble ·ma is due to . r . il nd' s involvement in the influenza 
c psi , +,he Council meeting ( r, Nil n iz inistr tive 
dviser) 'l.lld the p·trol to inv sti~ e the aura killin s an the suboe ucnt invcotig·tions . 

3 . ormally t ia patrol shoul t · e apout five weeks. tra 
tasks , such a s the ubuy Tr·1ck superv · :iion · nd the Council by-
election , almost doubled the number o· day~ for the above a trol . 

4 . Could ¥hoto o ie be made o the attached m p
1 

pl se , 

5 . A claim for cam_ ini:, · llo ·nee is tt·1ched for ap rov 1
1 

le se . 

fiicer . 

2. 



'n-~RIT RY F P PUA A !D NEW GUIN 

/, l,.R""" . Division 

Our ff../.,._,,,,, ... § ?. .1.-2. .. .. 
'lij'YXU.X of Dtslrict Admini 1tration, 

iYOITAPE, ~.D. 

22nd July 1969. 11 colltn, I 
,"'fr ........... . 

• R.K. iland, 
Officer, 

? TROL INSTRUCTIONS - WOITAPE L,G.C. ARE 

As diecus~d, please prepare to patrol the oitape 
Local Gonrn1149nt r cit':Coreiating o ~ the VETAPU and AUGA Census 
DiYiaiona.-

2. The aain objects of the patrol Will be Cenaua ReTieion 
and compilation of the new type register, AreQ Stud7 and routine 
aclMini ration. HoweYer, the Council tax patrol will ~ . aoYing in 
the.... , and 10u ahould 1 eYery aaaiat ce · o .. cuting 
tax d•faultera, ae .. 11 a carr11ng out the abo••· 

• It will be neceasal to break the cenaue patrol and 
ace work on the DubuJ Cattle track to Mariboi. Tax detaultera 

be given a chance to earn their tax b7 workillg on ie re t, 
it will be coaYeai.ent it 1ou arrange 7our patrol aoveaeat to 

coiaoicle with tho .. ot the tax patrol. Becau• thi• ia a Council Project, 
th• da7 pent on thia work aay be incl11cled in tke one Pa • 

4. Take two or three •••bera ot the R.P. & N.a.c. an 
with the Health xtension Offi~•r for an Aid Poat Orderl.7 

the patrol particularlJ i.n area• clf•t t troa exi t1q 

•• 
5. Take a iist of shotguns and check each village to 
• that the r•siater ia up o ~te, and take neceaaar7 action 
for an1 breach•• of the regulations. 

per Headquarter'a 6?-1-0 of 21at June 1968, ~ur 
Area StudJ should inol de the whole C~uncil Area 1 

and practicable" to do ao. 

'l'he patro would noraally take r out tin weka to 
patrol will be lengthen• bec-uae of the e~ra 
~r.k on th• Dubuy T ack. 

aeist..uit District Officer 

12. 
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PATIDL DIARY 

Julz,1969. 

Monday 28th. Departed Woitape 1015 ~y motorbike to Onongge. Arrived 12. 
1230 patroi followed by tractor arrivill8 1430 spent night at Onongge. 

rtlesda1 29th. Conducted census at OnoJl8ge forEVESE village, oomrtled 
n w rolls and council clerk collected !ax. Spent night there. 

Wedne~ 'Oth. Carried out census of Ginala willage while clerk 
ooiie~G.X. Twe; cases heard in local court. Work completed 1430, 
by motorbike to VISI 45 minutes patrol on foot 3 hours. Spent night 
there. 

!!!fed.ff 31st. Cenm11a conducted at Visi. Compiled new roll and Tax 
oo ec ed Several cases heard in Local Court that afternoon. 

ueat,1969. 
Frid&J 1at. C mpleted compilation of Cenaus at Visi 12.15 departed 
&fut on b7 aot~rbike to KASE hour carriers 2 hours. One case heard 
in Local Couz that afternoon and had discussions with people. 

Sat1 ~az 2nd. Census carried out for KASE vil ge compiliDB new 
regla~er &iid Council Clerk collected Tax. Com leted work 1359, 
departed. and went on b7 motorbike to Oro village .15 minutea. 
Car.iere 50 minut a. Spent night there. 

undv lrd• Obeerved at Oro. Had several diecuaeions with people. 

onda.v H · Conducted census of Oro village and Counoil !u -
coiieo\ • o eted work and departed at 1350 for SIGUYE 20 ainutee 
by motorbike 1 h urs walk, had discussions with people and apent 
nipt there. 

Tue8d~ 5t · • To commencl'1Ilent of Du.BUY STOCK route at Zumbe River spent 
day t Ina names of workers,putting them in working groups with 
supervi ns and show"lng tb.am t he work required. Conducted ee sue at 
SIG~ that aftarnoon. 

'ifedne84&1 6th. Left S i guf e 0750 by mo~o?·bike to Tafade 30 minutes carri 
ere 2 hours conducted Ceneu and collected Tax,had informal talk• with 
people that afternoon. 

oi tape. Patrol moved to 

B&nlted Counci l Tax men y, made pr-:rparationl' :f or work o .... 
of Dubu.y t~ack and checked oensuo i ' :res. 

Saturday 9th· Ob erv3d. 

SUD4az 10th. Left Woitape 230 by motorbike t o Kambiai t hen wa.lked to 
'SieMe Village, &..-rived tJlere 18.30 • 

. :m~=.i-!.11th. Conducted cenaue at lnende for Enende and I•ITUMU villages . 
-;ork 1130 &nd wa.lked to .lduai conducted oenaua there for 

!a Vil1ac•• and hea..~ 2 cases in Local Col:.rt. 

1 Left ADUil 0'130 ~ walked to Hoianurer\da vi llage 3i hour 

• 

!'ill!!ea!!c!:otnd.2.iu~c~t~ed Ceneu at Hcianurenda. CoJApleted work 1330 and wlked 
1 Tillage. H•ard several oases in the LOoal. Court an spent E 

ni · ere. 

0 nsua at K rams. &nd Counc.11 Clerk oollec·ted 
that afternoon and walked to Sumbi village 
there. 



(2) 

, ~ 8'lay 14th. Left Sumbi 0730 and w'1.ked to SISIARENDA village, 
. hour. Conducted c nsue there while Council Clerk collected Tax. 

Go eted work 1230 and walked on to k.Al!BISI vjllage. Spent night 
there. 

Fridal 15th. Conducted census at Kambisi, work completed 1130 and 
1 ft ~~ Bio"IOrbike for Onongge. Spent that night at Miku Rest House. 

S turdrz 16th. Conducted census of ONONGGE and KOKODA villages and 
Counc1 Clerk collected Tax.Completed work 1330 and returned to 
Woitape that afternoon. 

Sundax 1lth. Observed. 

ondl 18th. To Omboli village,conducted census there for OMBOLI 
&iid IVIUS Villagea,Council Clerk collected Tax , had talks with 
people and retur ed to station that afternoon. 

Tueadff 19th. To Uruna village, Condu ted census and Council Clerk 
coiiec i4 Tax heard one complaint in the local court and returned 
to Woitape that .afternoon. 

oresb to make preparations for road 

Tu un_a§'Yl. To Mariboi plantation met Manager and then went up 
'to heifiiiinc of Dubuy Tr ck. et roadworkers and aet up camp there. 

W dneeda1 27th. In morning lined workers, took names and appointed 
oveNtera. !'lien started aupervieing work on clearing track. 

Th\!n4v 28th. Start day s•pervi&ill8 work on clearing track. 

lridv 29th. Spent morning working on track and returned tliat 
&f'ternooa to Moresby to pick u~ suppl:t~a, and toola. 

Satw.Hy 30tll. Ordered supplies and tools in the morninc. 
llternoon obeerTed. 

Sumay 31at. R•turned by m torbike to Mariboi and oonll ....... 
of roadwork. 

Sept ber, 1969. 

Sp day auperviaing olearinc of the track. 

auperrteizia 

A0 ain apev.t supervising cleariJlB of 'the tra • 

WClu:e'f Jrd. alke up to the top o! the ~· abovo Jl&riboi to 
eurve7 raci previoual7 mar1'ed out. 

Thuraday tyi. Spent da7 a rviaina track clearins •• 
returned 

auperv1•• wo 

ZUKBER River. River 1- flo i ait d all day or it 
to return to Siguf e. 

t 



• 

( 3) 

' t:• riday 26th. Walked up track paying off workers and spent night -ifte 
at thi top of the range. 

Satur l 27th. Walked on to iundai River and spent night there. 

Sunday 28th. Continued walking along Dubuy Track to Yarala camp anti 
spent night there. 

onda~th. Continued walking a.long Dubuy Track to !dieeion Rest 
· Houae Dadie and spent night there. 

head T 401h. Continued walking along Dubuy Track to Tafade vill&B• 
iii4 pen rlliht there. 

October, 1969. 

dp 1dtf. :flt. Paid off Road workers at Tafade and then walked on to 
Siaufe 1 iae paid off Road.workers there and then went to Onongge 

ie1ion Station. Spent night there. 

Thured&I 2nd. Returned to Woitape • 

Thurady 9th. Made preparation for .luga section of patrol and sent 
patrol gear out by tractor. 

Pridfl 10th. By helicopter to Fane then walked to Yulai and spent 
iiiih '£here. 

•lff 14th. Carried out census of IDUL.A.,TURALA and YUIW villaces. 
coai) eed work 14.JO,departed and walked to ane. Spent nigllt there. 

W 4n••fttl 15th. Conducted census at Fane, and that afternoon 
••ttie • eever&i disp ~tea and heard a number of cases in the Looal 

.n. 
Thllrlida1 16th.t. Lett :Pane 07 30 and walked to Gai va villac•. 
c9ii4ucted cena .• that afternoon and spent night there. 

l'rid.&1 1lth. Left Gai va 0830 and walked to Belanat- village. 
doD4uo'ie oenaua of BelaviP''-a and Mafulu village• that afternoon. 

Saiu.rdff 18th. Heard eevdral cases in the Local Court, then departed 
&iJl'. ii.lid back to ... ane. Heard several compla1'1te there. 

S!n4p 19th. Obaerved. 

Dd&Y l"t• t..r'\ .._ 740 by horae ·i;o Guroro. Conductt)d ceuue 
iiiere for m-oro,ilava and Garhla No.1 villag•s. 

!u MU 21at. Carried out Cenaua o:! GariJU. No.2 village,!\eard. one 
cue iii \he Local Court then left by horse to IGUil vil age. Carried 
out ceuue that afternoon of Iguai and .Arione villages. 

Ufl!•!dv p· Oonducted Census of Xailape,Lavavai and Gepara 
~agee. en by horse to PA.V.ANI • .lrrived 1600,a helicopter then 

arriTed with a medical o!ficer with influensa Vaccine. , 
ied out cenaua of Kone,Baidana and Ledana 1"'l.ll9.1•1 

!huracl~A]rd. Carr and influenza vaccinationa were give • 
couao~ al.erk collec·ted Tax ,. 

Work o~ete 1230 then by horse toT~::-1~ .... lloi~li,Aromaitai, 
Yriclaz 24th. Ceuue carried o~!m;ieted ~ol'k 1330 then bJ hora to 
Gione &ii4 Kopukoru vi~l~~a~d DJD&llite on thG •1• 
Xo11p • Picked up Rock r 

at Kosipi,heard one dispute and th n 
Saturd.a7 25~· Conducted Census 
left and return to oitape. 
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, 
Sunday 26th. Observed. 

onda1 ~h. By helicopter to Bambisi with pai- ., gear and medioine 
adViaed ople to be ready for elections. 

!»••dff 28th. Conducted Council By-election for Xambiei ward. Completed 
work 30 &lid movei to .lduai village. Advised people of election to take 
p1aoe and spent night there. 

Wed.Aead'f a9tt• Held By-election for Aduai-Ta ward. Only one Candidate 
nominate ec ared successful without electio~. taking place. 
lleturned 91 that afternoon.h ~'~""" 

~uredff 30th. To Woitape village. Carried out Census there. and return 
\0 S'ia on •• 
{14pm!!•t• To Ieme by tractor, carried out Census ot Kiri, and 

D gure Vil.1&£•• And Influenza vaccinations were given. Returned to 
oitape that afternoon. 

End of Diar7. 
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SITUATION REPORT 

The patrol covered two cens~e divisions, the Auga and the 
Vetapu which together comprise the Wo•tape Local Government 
Council area. Annual census wae carried out and the. Council 
tax collection team accompanied !or liaeon purposes • .Also some 
time waa spent on the auperviaion of clearing work on the Dubuy 
Stock Route. As a later requireaent by-electione were carried 
out in twO of the counoil wards. An area study was also car ried 
out and the report ie attatched. 

POLI!IC.lL S·I!U.A!I ON. 
The Woitape council has been in operation 

tor 80ae :tour years now and in the past the people had shown 
11 ttle interest and were not particularl1 enthueiaetio. 
3owever during the la.at year o~ ao their attitude baa changed 
conaide:rably and thia it ia f (il t ia due to ·the •phaais placed 
on developaont of the rural ar ae in the fora ot ael:t help 
roa4, · bridge and airstrip pro j ecta by the council in the last 
two yea.re or so. Bei:ig able to aee and take part in coUic11 
apouored pro je\:te in their own areaa has made them more 
appreciative of the advantages of having a council. 

The councillors are not always the most 
iafluential aen in their area. The people in the Woitap• area 
cliq at:i-ongly to their old tradi tiona and th '!'ttal influence 
moatl1 liea with ·~he older men of the village•, howeYer the 
C oillora, through their committeemen are able to control the 
p >].e fairly well in relr.tion to the council rg].ee and native 
r•gul iona. 

!rhe people in the area atill ehow ver, 
11· tl interest in the Bouse of Aaaeabl7 and their looal member. 
Th ir liYee are totally bound up in their traditional wa7 of 
livinc &DO. the7 have little or no in*ereat in what So•• ton 
out•~4• it. Political ed•cation was oarried out du.ring the 
patrol in the tom of P'T***--X llinfonul. dieouaaiona with the 
people. !opio• ~uoh ae local government, the House of bl7 

and national unity were tiacuas•d. Wh.11• ao • ot the nga 
which were diaouaeed were undoubtablf under•t ~ ~d and taken in 
by the people I apok• to I think tha, the langu.aae barrier 
preTenta &D7 real political education and educational aid• 
~~oh ae pictorial flip ohs.rte would be neoeaeary to effectively 
co UDioate with the people. 

EOONOJIIC SITUATION. 
The WoitapQ council is in an ar•a of low 

producti'Yit7 and attempts at ~~ development in th peat have 
never be n really aucceasf"11. Coffee productiou in the area ia 
relativel7 aal.J. but treah yeg(rtablea growing baa been a good 

ource of inco· e. fhia t~~ baa decreased in recent yea.re. At 
preaent tbe oounoil ia proJ10til'l1 oattle production in the arfta. 
SGTeral Tillage• already L&ve cat~l• but aa yet there is no q 
of bri.Dgiq 'Che oattle to mark t. Work ia nt'w goi11& on on re
opening an old bridle path 'o the coaat which cattle could ua• 
and would be a aeana of br:lqing in new etook and taking out 
other atock to market. 

0De of the objeota of thi• ¥ rol w&B to 
tart the work on clearing the track and to date approx1u.tely 

on• thirt ot the total di tac.ce of fift7 five Jlilea has been 
co'1pleted. It i• eat ted that rmoth&z- two to three montha 
work 1• required to co pl. 't'1 the q»ening of tae track and this 
cu be oo ence4 at the end of llaroh After th6 wet aeaaon is 
o-er ao it could be expected that the track could be open 
be:to~ ~ e end of thia financial 7oar. The people are ahow6J:ls 
a lot t intereat in thia a..nd it 1• hoped that this will 
gre&tl7 i&prov the economy of the area in future. 

SOOI.AL DEVEID'.PMENf. 
!he educational facilities in the area are 

not particularly good. Ther are !lO a.dainiatration run schools 
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*~n the area, however the Catholic mission has six. Three in 
the Auga census di visio1~ ahd three in the Vetapu. 

Law and order is always a problem to control. 
The people cling tenaciously to their traditional way of life 
and the time that they have 'been und•r administration influence 
has effected them ver y little. With the present detatchment of 
police at Woi tape law and order can be held at a ·tatu~ quOa only 
and no development in this field oould be expected. 

Health serT.!.cee in the area have in the past 
been rather poor but d,~ing the tilie o'! this patrol several 
m.o~e staff ware added t~ public health Woitape and now all aid 
posts in the area are manned. This has been a significant 
iaproTaent ~o health services in the area. 

The only mia~ion operating inthe area, the 
catholic mission has . tour stations in the two oenaua diviaiona 
with fourtee~ e\lrc>pean personnel. They have been able to help 
conaiderabl7 in the material welfare of the p ople and at the 
laat elections of the COlj.JlCil two priests were lected aD4 
have proved to be a great help in the running of the council 
with their knowledge of the area and ability to speak the 
local dialect. Also they have been able to give the other 
oollllcillora a better understanding of the proceseea of Local 
GoyerzmeD • 

111smuupys. 
~ influenza vaccination progra11me. !owarde 

the •D4 of e patrol a number of Pacific Ialan6e •egimult 
~ aeC:oal personnel arrived to continue the influenza 

~cination prcgramme. The army was well received in all 
plao•• and 'Wldoubtabl7 left a favourable imp~eaaion with the 
p ple.· ilao the tact that the initial 'ftocinatiou ere 
oarr1ecl out b7 l'ED atatf showed to the people, I feel, a unity 
ot pur_poae in the work of the govormnent and wolll.4 h&Tt had 
a defiaitel7 b•neficial effeot on the attitude• of the people 
to 'tht ~vern:ment. 



2 . 

AREA STUDY WOITAPE COUNCIL AREA. 

(£) INTRODUCTION. 
(a)fhe area which this area study covers is that of the 
Woitape Local Govenmaent Council o It covers two census 

diviaiona, the Vetapu and the Ausa, with a total population 
ot 10159. The adilinistrative centre o& the area ia Woitape 
which is in the Vetapu census division and is fairly central 
t\> both areaa 

The two census are ei tuated in thre~ river valleys 
and the population li vea at heights varying from 3, 500 to 
6,500 :llt above se level. !he lower areaa of the val.le7s 
are for t e aoGt part covered i n native grassland while 
heavy ti.Jllber toreata oover the mountains and higher parta. 

Baintall in the area ia estimated to vary from 100 
to 140 inch•• per &nnWll. 

(b)!h~ area beina atudied ia p&r"t of the Goilala Sub
diatrict &D4 the aub-diatriot headquart•ra are at !apini 
approxillatel7 20 mile• to the north-we at of Woi tape. !he 
Diatrict Beadquartera at Port Koreab7 are sixty mile• louth 
of Woitape. Acceas to both !apini and Port Moreab7 i• 
noisal.17 aade •1 air however there is a bridle path to 
Tapim and a foot track to Port Koreaby. lork baa been 
goiq on on the track to lloreaby to upgrade it · to a bridle 
path and wo*k on· it was carried out duriDB this patro~. 
!hi.a will eventuall7 link up with the Port Koreab7·-Bereina 
road. 

( c )!he area waa first contacted and caae under Adain
iatration influence in the early pre-war 7eara and regular 
patrolling has been carried out since then. !here wae a 
pre-n...~ police poat at Kondo and during and after the war 
there waa a patrol poet at Kaabiai. In the early fifties 
the patrol poet was moved to i ta pnaent eite at Woi tape 
whan an air.trip waa constructed there. The lo11an Catholic 
lliaaion alao c enced ite evanseliei~ •ctivitiee around 
the tiae of first administration contact and has been 
active ever since. 

Despite the lengthy time ot &dainiatration control 
the people ol i !lC atrongl.7 to their traditional wa7 of life 
and oivilisinc influence• have had ver7 little intluenoe 
on th•· lo latter d&7 oul ta or 110veaenta have been eeen 
al though the old tradi tiona are becoming J10re collllon. 

POPULA.!-IOB DISTRIBU!IONA.ND TRENDS. 
(a)l cop7 of the ia\eai vlii~e population registers are 

attat ed. !h• natural increase rat•• are incluC'.ed and the 
overall rate for the area ia on11 .4 per 100. !his i• rather 
low and. the only reason for ~il1• appears to be an UDWn1&1l 
high mmber of deatha in aevaral Tillage•. !he in..--i.uensa 
ep64aic had reached a mmber of the Tillage• befor the 
oeD8us and ••Teral deaths were oauaed b7 thi•· 

Tha neo natal death& recorded are attatched aa append.is 
•A•. Aa pre1D&Dci•• had not previoual7 beea recorded it 
waa 41fficnalt to &8oertain those which were recorded in the 
appelidix and the accurao7 of the information given c.anot be 
nu1'he4 for. 

(b)!he u~oritJ of ~he villafe• in the area are linked 
b7 bricll• pa,he and re entl7 a ot ot these have been 
up~acl to make thaa passable to aotorbikes. It ia now 
possible to ao from Woitape to !atade, to Jelaviata and to 
Koinggili b7 aotorbike. The counoil ie also developing the 
vahic ar rou• in the area and there are now approxiaatel7 
30 1111 •• of traetor/ 4wheel drive road.a in the area. ill 
roa4•, ~r14le path• and tracks in the area are marked on the• 
attatched up. 

One of the ob jects of the patrol was to commence work 
0~ openin& a bridle path to the coast froa 3iguf e village 
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Approximately one third of this track, 20 miles were completed 
and it is expected that the reat will be completed before the 
end of this financial year. This will permit the movement of 
c ttl between th oit p re and port oresby. 

do 
ioular 

and 
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one or two of the tr itional lead&rs. These men allocate 
usage righta to the members of their clan. The whole land 
however actually belongs to the clan ant the clan leader i 
obliget to allocate land to all members in adequate amounts. 
It one member considers that he doesn't have enough then he 
will take and use some more without reference to the clan 
leader. lhia is not frowned upon by the clan becAuse the 
person concerned will oJll.y use as much land .. s is necessary 
to provide tood tor himself and his family and is considered 
to be entitl~d to this. To take more land and grow more 
food than he needs would never be considered because this 
would mwan work1D8 for nothing. 

(b)Ai preeent customary tenure is the only form of land 
ownership in the Wo•tape Council area. The people are quite 
happy with their own tom ot tenure and are not particularl7 
intereated in any other. 

(c) Oaah crop planti~e of coffee were carried o~t aoae 
yeara aco. !heee plantings were communal to the extent of 
the aooial unit. As there are generally only two or three 
able bodied aen in each unit, the plantinss are virtually 
on an indindual baeia. lo real communal plantings occur in 
the area at all. 

(Y) LIDIAOI. 
(a) 1 r.-. of the aohool• in the area to.ether with 

earolaent• ~ tor each at&Jld.ard ia attatched aa a~pen•ix •o• 
ftlere area Maiaiatrati.oa aohoola in the area, e lrut 
one, at Woitape wu cloaed in 1964. ill the miaai achoole 
are at preaent teaohinc in english. 

(b)ln the area under •tud.7 there were 135 11&1• and 87 
t...ie li teratea li Tine in their villAge•. Ot thia er. 
125 aal•• u4 82 faal.e• were either aai literate in 
•ncJ.1ah or literate in the Ternaoular. The other 10 .. 1ea 
and 5 faaalea were literate in engliah. 

(cJ !here were no people in the area who could be ~ 
foll.Dd to haTe reoeiTed higher education. In aaking abo~t 
this in the villa.gee the people said that the people who 
had received a high6r education were working in towna. 

(cl) !here were tllO people who were receiving higher 
education outside the area. Both were !roa Jloinggili 
rill~•· UVUlro KOP.l ia at prea~nt at the Universit7 of 
Papua u4 Rew Guinea and ONEI SIWUTU is at school in 
AuatrsJ.ia,. 

( ) !he people in the Woitape council area show 
VO'r7 little interest in what goes on outaid• of their 
~ own village situation. Kone appeared to have any 
r.eal underatandiD8 of national and international events. 
No intereat at all haa been shown in newspapers but there 
are aoae 23 radios in various villages throughout the 
area. hen irilllllrest in these was not particularly great 
be911ae about a half of them had run down and the owners 
bad not bothered to purchaa~ new batteries. 

(G) SUIDARD OP LIVIIG. 
(a) Por the aaount of contact which the area hae 

rneived the standard of livin& is pU'ticularly low. Houses 
are atill built in the traditional style w1 th pa.ndam1s leaf 
root an4 wall• pal.II tloora and 811&11 doors. Sanitation ta~ 
the aoa"' part ie extreael7 poor. !he people do not uae 
latrine• and their pig• ar- generally kept in thee ho ea 
w!d.eh the people live in. Heoauee the people like to pl.ace 
their Tillage• on th• topa ot ridge• their water suppli•~ 
are 1n'Yariabl1' a lons waj from the village •• well 



The p opl in th oitape Council area do not as a rule 
male v r7 auoh use of europ an artef cts apart from clothes 
and tine ut mil auch as diahea pot and poona aa ia 
co n in o t areas. 

(b) !he at pl di t of th ar 1 a eet potato although 
Taro 1 al o t n in f irly large quantities. !he peopl 
m th ir gard u in the dry a on ound •une and Jul7 
and th • en rally coae into beari in Dec ber. !h 7 are 
plann d to continue be ing until bo t apt ber of the 
f ollowi 1 •• In October lfovemb r th p opl 11 v on 
p nut , pitpit and e iy corn fr their gard ns. 
Corn and p kins ar the only introduced f oodcrops which 

oomonly ua d in their i t. c bb and b ana ar 
al o d to aaaller degre • !h p opl rar 17 bu tinn d 
food tuft exc pt for tinn d fiah and th e ar onl7 bought 
when th 1 ~ the money av abl •hi•h ia ver, rar • 

(c)!her e no co W1it7 centre er org atio in 
th •• 
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appear to have a certain amount of understanding of the 
prooeasee which come within their here. For exaaple the 

9Jlber of the previous House of Assembly for the electorate 
of which t•ia ar a ia a part was from thi area a they 
und r11tood tm~t he was able to voice th~ leel~s to the 
oent.ral go\ernaent. In the same way they understood that 
their ~l•cted councillors could express their view in the 
council. 

(K) THE ECONOllY OF THE !Ft. 
(aJ Coffee was or1i!ii&rl7 planted in the are to become 

the aain c-uth crop, however due to poor s ·1g in many 
places and difficulties a:t tranaporting the coffee beans 
int.o Woita~~ ooftee production never became very popular. 

gardem. which wer planted havE no.., :ev~rt•d to bush 
and coff • prciuct on, ile i t is at1~~ ing carried out 
i onl7 done on a a.all scale. Only about foll?' -;one are 
produced aoh y ar. It is estimated that there are 
app ·oximately / l.JJ~ trees in the area however onl7 7,Pooare 
in produ~tio • While it is ot~ous that a lllUoh greater 
a: ount of c ... e could be prol.llCed the people just ar not 
interested. 

(d) !he main source of i.ucome is from market garden1Jl8. 
already stated 111 (I) above, european vegetables are 

bolight in aa y~ t. ~ ~illlited quantitias by two europeans on 
Woitape station. Because produc1!18 european vegetabl a 
9uch as potatc~s , cabba&es a7Jd. ~eana ia aiailar to and can 
be done t.lo Lth their o : ist nee gardening they 
apk ar to likf" his fom of l.&. -- cropping much better. Thie 
is &J.1 done ,.. an individual basis and as yet there are no 
indigeu us marketiD.B ~nterprisee. 

(•) Cash earnil'l8a from wage labour ia aall ia the 
.. vitape area. There ·~ an average of fo.rt7 labourers 

. 07 d on · ~1 tape st tion and approxillately twent7 on 
the aiaeion • atio?l9. or these about b&lf are 'foreign' 
per ons eo the tctal casl. w~e arninga would be around 
17000 per annua. .lpartfrom this he oitape co~cil oye 
local labour tor road building ar. 1ailarly the ad•1 n1 ~rat
ion alao plo7s local labour on r~ development proj ota • 
.lpproxillately I 3000 was paid out on this work du.riJIB tbe last 
financial. y•~ and it i eroected to be OOD8iderab higher 
tor this financial ear. 

(!) A8 y9t ther~ have been no co-u~ ratives -~ ~ 
p:rogrea societies started in the area. 

( , !here a.t'8 no local people in the art~ wllo could be 
c idered as being entrepreneurs. !here are eeTeral pf'ople 
who &rt' 110re enthu _iaetic than the aajorit7 in rkiJl& to 
i creue their income, h wever while they are workin& to 
btpnve the11Selves none have really got tv the Btage of being 
succe.r·w.. 

(h) I was unable to obtain !igures 1m the nwabe.r of 
sarings ce; unts inthe area. The amount however is ver small 
and woul~ be of little sigaifjcance. 

(~) Durina the first 7ear of tax collectioa Qf the 
cou.ac1l the people bad little difficult7 in a etinc the tax 
oblig tiona however since th3n the7 be • 110re reluctant 
tt' pa7 -their tax and it was only witt. th , denlo ent of 
the re.ad and airstrip buildin& proj cts that the peopl now 
have become more willing to p 1 their tax agaia. 

(j) Incoae 01' the area from the forego ng :i.llfo tion 
includes 7000 cash from • :\,abour 3000 ..:roa roe.d 
construction work, ~50u fro• coffee produce<i ad an 
ea iae.ted 2500 froa vegetable• produc • Thl.a ~v a total 
of 14,000 for the area which ie a per capit incoa of 1.30 
baaed on the total population. Without abs nt ea it bring• 



th per c pita inco e up to 1.60. The income for male adults 
taking 1 t on a aillple 1 in 4 of the popul tion would be 

6 • 40 P r ann • !Ai out ho v r ia uppluented consider-
ably b;y gifts troa rel "tiona 11 Ting and working in Port 

ore by. 

in the are 

nt 

n7 
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