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Patrol conduc d by· l.EC A. B F.A 

Area pam,::ed: 

Duration of pal ·ol : 

l.ast O.L.G patrol: 

LV"l\EH RA .'"'"E A. 'D 
. ,u.-,r ~ Y VhLLEY 
17/7-19/9/72 

\ ~·1c1; 1972(Part) 

Nil 

M~p ref ..:rencc: BLOCHER Rt'\t'GE 
4 .!.il~s 1 inch ..5e1 i~s 

Th~ District c.ommissioner, 

(){strict, 

Station: OLSOHIP 

Subdistrict: l' UNG 

Tota\ population of area: 

Council area; 
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I 19 
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Field Officers Journal Folios To 
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TI1e R~port and my commems, 
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Updating of ar~ study, 

~tuation R~pon~ No's 1-

Patrol map, 

Department of the Administrator, 
Division of District Administration, 

ONEOOBU, Papua New Guinea. 

Date: J1 I ~ /19 7 '( 

In r~spect of this patrol, I attach 

Area study, 

Updarin~ of area study, 

Situation Rep0rt No' . 1-

············ ......... ................... .. ... ..... ...... .. .... .. ... ......... . 

District Headquarter a se ment of 

Patrol &. Report. . .. ........... ... ........... . 
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D E P .•. !? T l\l E N 1i 0 F T H E A D !'\ 1 i 1 • I S T R A T 0 k 

3~ - Mr; Ransley has the 'es' patrol record of a y 
of leer :i.n the :.ieste1 n Di strict w.i. th .... well over 250 pa rol, 
days to his ere i. t i hi.~ fi.rst terflt He shortfy_ go s 
0··1 a well deserved leave. It was unfortunate that he 
was recalled f9r the Supreme Court, Pi rticulariy as he 
was not need~d. I o c him the option of not retur ing 
:3$ Mr. B ra was welI 1 nto completing his task ~ut he 
wanted to continue. '0-lis in ica~~d he was happy to serv 
unde~ Mr. Bera and fro. all accounts tl1 officers 
orked ery well together. 

4. Censys: n,C< v: llage .tiames used by r.\r. Bera 
d1ffer from those submi ttea by M::r.·. Carp nter and shoul~ 
be regar?ed as the of .it ... i.a.lJ ones., He advises . that 
AUGOPIN :i: v.ct_1all/,· sp·el t A OP . .UN - DEVEREPMil' as · · 
DABRERIP. GALUP~U.! and KOl'OU· are g~~·den places. 1.1 _. lIN 
is the group narrie NlXitJM t. e big9 st -hamlet. l IRAPMTN · 
sounds as MERAP1~HJ . It ~fill probably ke another two 
or thr~e patrols t_fore n definat set~f names to cover 
the whole group can be Qreed on. 



- 2 -

I underbtand photos ~eye ta~e 1 nn pat 01 
~ansley and these will be available lat~r. 

~ ·r. 3e~ ei m kes mi d c~i t..id sn concerni g 
of na-f:.:rol t,,~es. Actn lly all st res we 

readie ... ' J -:Jn \Jere ~O be fJ own direct to · LSC . 
Unfortuna t.e: J t ey went · on a If:: se.l which ad to urn 
back due "to level of Fly Y\ive • Suostitute supplies 
wer obtajned af'ter some delay. All re-~uppl:ies wer 
handled frof'i . TfiAD an l'lent off sruootl ly. 

Berci 

Rans, f::y. 



PA 'IROL DIA&Y 

Departed OLSOBIP at 091~ hra and after two hours 
we had all cross the ane suspension bridge over the 
FENEOO RIVER. Walking at a stea9y rate we covered t~1e 

xtremely difficult terrain to SOGONGOBIP which we 
reached by 1415 hours and ~luded one. 45 minute rest. 

Camp was s t up, f Nsh food purchased ar 1 'this 
plus small amounts of rice was issued out to tne ~ ers. 
Radio contact with 0LSOBIP at 1615 hours to repo~t all 
well. 

Overnigtlted S()(l)NGOBIP.. 

Walking time OLSOBIP_~,..._ 
(includ ng 45 inut spells) 

TUESOC\ Y. JAiJl J ul 't: 
Awoke to heavy 

- WEDNESDAY,, 

BtJ.IENGABlP 5 hour$ 
arduous gc,ing. 

Depar ed at 01330 hrs as the rain was easing. and 
~ved in a S.E. direction and after an hour's walk we 

came across another abandoned village. 

At ~145 hrs we came to the village -B.IANGABIP where 
we 'pelled f o · ile. oving on again over a difficult 
t~a~k We reac ed ABOLGUBIP at 1500 hrs. C~mp was set up 
and m~e good radio contact- with J\OM~D. -

Some, fresh food purch~sed and ~his with the 
issued rice was given to the carriers. 

Ov·e:A:"nighted AOOLGUBiP; -

Walking time BUNENGABIP 
(1 hour restJ hard going. 

lHURSil'\ Y, X2tb July; 

- -AOOLGUBIP ~ 

"" Depart.i;)d at 0830 hrs and followed the water cour~.:i 
track and headed down ·to the· PALMER RIVE1:l. VALLEY. 

We arri 'ed at the PALMER at about 12 noon a·nd the 
cane suspens o briage wasn't in great conditioo- so -it ~ 
took an hour~~ work on it to make it safe. · All · patrol 
personnel were safely across by 1430 hr& and camp was made 
l'n the- Easter Bank. -

Contacted ~~\'\~ at 1630 hrs, all reported well. 
Rice and canned meat issued and all put down for -±he night. 

- VI alking t.i.me AOOLGUBIP ~..: CJl.MP I, ~ hours 
(! an hou rest) difficult going., 



We departed at 0830 hrs a~d taking an easte~ly 
cours~ we pushed on mainly along calf deep water courses. 
At 1500 hrs the carriers werP feeling tho toils of their 
labour so CAl'.T II established. 

l'DMAD was contacted at 1615 hrs and all r ported 
as well. Being in the middle of r.owhere rice and at 
was issued to the carriers. Rain was falling and 
seeping through the inadequate tent fly. All prepared 
for an uncomfortable night. . · 

Walking 'time CAMP I' tO . CAMP II," tSt 
(including l~ hrs rest) tiring progress~ 

~TIJRDA Y, . 22nd July: 

. ~ 

ubday ·o·bserved at CAMP III and a-· helipad_ was~5i~~£~··~~ii~ 
1repared, also firewood was readied (or oµr smoke beacd~- ~ .. c .. ~·rn 

on resu p°l day. . . . .· . , 
All gear was .p~pared for drying-jut · but without 

success as rain prevailed throughout the day. 
At 1600 rice and meat issued and wi.th rain .still 

ccadng down, d miserable night was spent b~ a!i. 

~NDAY, 24th July: 
Still at C~MP II~ and. with carrier food really 

low, we sent out hunting parties and scme groups went 
to search for .sago trees. 

Mr, flansley departed northwards ano attempted to 
scale the BLLCHER in order to view the urroundings. 
Cloud l ayer was at a low level and v·rtually nothing was 
gained from the day's venture, . 

Returned back to Camp, where last of food was 
s.,al•d ou·~. Contdcted t-DWt.D who advised Mr. Ra11sley to 
return on backleg of resupply flight to attend Supr me 
Court Sitting in ll'RU. . 

Very little being accomplished for the day, we 
retired for the evening. 



nE~Y. 25tb July: 
NPxt morning our sago seeking group5 returned 

to report that the saso trees had not yet matured and 
were not suitable. _ Three pigs and .a cassowary were 
shot and sevcx~l f h caught which gave us enough food 
to tie us over. 

Ur. Ransley departed to try and secure a 
lookout spot. Nothing available and with thP- ~xtre~!y 
rugged terrain th• statement from the interpreter that 
these were nl buotiuy grounds seemed apt. 

On .return to the Camp the helipad was 
and all surrounding bush cut down. tl)MAD was contacted 
at 1630 hrs and asked us to standby the following day 
with weather peports as the rese9ply was expect~d to 
be done on the morrow. 

Ovcrnighted Camp. 

WEPNESP''l, ?.1th Jyly: 

Most of th~ day spent ira contacting 
regard~ng the 'chopper resuppl~. Nothing achiev.d 
the be'icopter h~d to come ex NORESBY tor«> D and 
arrived late afternoon. Still -itt g ot 11 
with carrier's food ompletely exh usted. 

. -

to OOMAD, area w a 
But th 0900 -kwd 

sky. C nsequen y 
proce d with tne 

Nothing was received unti 1230 hrs as clo a 
bank between us and OOMAD. Thus n Iicopter proceeded 
to do Mr. Bar~lay's resupply first. 

When th~ helicopter did arrive we took a 
short flight around the northern end of the BLLCHER 
RANGE. A few houses sighted b~t interpreter advised 
~s they haj b~en visited be ore. 

ont 
Chopper back to CAMP III and then Mr. Ransley 

OOMAD. 

Overnight CAYP III. 

PRl~YL-2,.8thJuly to SA~JRrAY i2th August. 1972; 

_ Mr. nansley was at DARU where he was to appear 
as witness in Supr0me Court Sittings. I 10arned when 
he r~turned that r.e w::is net rPouired as the defend ant 
pleaded guilty. · 

It would have been too expensive to make a 
special trip to bring him back immediately a few days 
afte .:: he left, so he was occupied at NOtAAD on road · 

- work. 

• I 



PATROL DiARY 

OLSOB IP NO-\ l of 1972/1713 

FRIDAY. 28th Jul~ 

Broke camp at 07.30 ~m. I sent hali the patrol 
under the care of Const. l/C HEAOA to DABEREBIP to "'lai t 
until I ~~t ~hrough the bottom section towards the Black 
River, T day we headed in a general southerly directior. 
~ame acr~ss a hllt which oelonged · to DABERP..BIP people. 
Slept by .a creek._ 

- §ATURpA)'. 29th July -, 
Broke camp at 072/J am. As tJe breaki!'1g camp I 

experienced a nasty incident. Last night I put my pants 
on op of one of my patrol boxes. Now during the night a 
na!ity big c-entepede got into it. Nov this morning 1 put 
my pants on top of the und iwear. I stuck my ri~ht +oot 
in the jungle boot then rey Ie.&t foot '1nd then I .. eel this 
thing moving ~bout in my buttocks. Thinking it to be 9 
cockroach I stamp arcund a bit and it creeps int0 my crotch 
I give a- slap to the crotche5 and this thing goes back ~o 
the buttocks. So I give the buttocks a slap and this thing 
comes across and rests on my privat~ parts. Now I decide 
to open the pants and have a look. I put my thumbs into 

.the elastic and open it up. Now I see a cf:ntipedt! stick 
its head out. I get into a panic and pull my pants and 
und rNear down quick smart and it rolls onto the ground. 
But before ~his lts bitten me in my left thumb and sends 
a eh 111ng pain through my arm. All the boys get up no 
')OQd when I give a yell and ti"'ey think its funny. 

Also toda!r IMBUM the -r..1terpreti:r nearly steps on 
a Papuan B ~r.k and gives a deatt cry which ~ave · me a fright~ 
I shot the s~ake with the pistol. 

Another incident today way the sting f rorn a big 
wasp ~next which ~ent the interpretEJr and myself running 
into the trees and gEtting caught in prickly bushes. I 
almos~ h~~ te~~s jn my eye~ then. 

Slept by a s~rvey li~e cut by CGG I presune . 
cas~orwaries were shot by the carriers this ev~ning. 
as abo~e near survey line. 

SUNDAY. 30th July 

Two 
Camp~d 

Broke camp at 0730 am. T ociays direct.i.0:1 was 
supposed to be in ~ S.Easterly direction. Havin~ no cmm~a sv 
made it worse.- I ended up getting back to the DABEREBIP 
track from ATEMBIP. There was a argument with the inter­
preter IMBUM. I guess ,_ d we were heading in a rong d.irecti or 
whereas IMBUM thought it as S.E. It turned out I WciS right 
We proceeded on to DABEREBIP arriving 1700 hrs. Met Const r 
l/C HEAOA and Co. Reported all O.K. 

Slept DABEREBIP. 

MJND.AY, 3.J.§.'t_ July 

G ot the VC to round up rest of people. ~e told 
me every one wa5 there. A <..ount showed only 15. 81Jt the 
VC would not change his mind. 1 asked him if there were 
any settlements near by and he infoimed th2t there was 
one on the B lack River. Got him to agree t0 take me t r r 
to~~rrow. The AWIN Chap we used to transJate likes saying 
what he thinks is correct but not what the VC says. I 
think I will have trouble wi.th inte:rpretation as already 
I've experienced today. 

Slppt DAf3EREBIP 



AG E 4 

TUESDAY , lst [\'J_gu5 t: 

BrDk:e camp 7 . 30 am, Sent 17 r.-..4n back toda • 4 
from the tim 0 1 I tock out f.rum OLSOBIP, 13 from 1-,t c 0 ther 
lot th t came behind v.ri t .. thf=< ..._ st of tne ra~.i-on:; left 

L OLSOBIP, [ nO\ hav~ a line of 42 men. HeaJ 0 ct · n a 
South East ;riv ch.rr: ct i on tracr: ':1 ·U worn ~:.ough n\;~ rrev ­
iousl -,1 usec~ b · pat .... ois . P.rriveo on . s ·t+ l .mcnt all c-b3 nt. . 
ProGc eded lj1cr •. to DUF P~G . Six me:n an~ two HOiii(?n fou nJ 
here o. thl~ B 1 akc Riv · r . Or.e rrian coulj soeaK on or ~wo 
wore:, of Mt!tu Us ua .... r~und 0: ,... PSt 1.ons (,n s~ttJ L11 nts 
etc. I in ·:o r ned hat .h;:. r~: 'v as · Yt oth ]r se-1.- ment 
towords U:!. --~[st fror. hc.E. .. o "t. t. next .JCJ!IP.~ a r ea villaqe ~ 
'[i:) the n~r'th riot k r1cwr. by liim . 

S) ept\ Blac k :iv._r C .01p: 
I 

Wtm..l!1SDAY, /. nd\ August : 
1 

Brok 2\ can1p 0730 am . }.1'•dded L"' a nortr rly dL2c-
tlun. Foun:i a:\ hut ;;ind ga den ·"ii 1 ~· young ran and 'J r!t nld 
man and his Ji -1, , .l uc tv10 chi ldi en , c hvy and <J ~i l t. .. n.h 
not more th .m ·; y--:ar s ol.J . As c d if ~ h )""c were any o h~r 
s ett.lemt?.,ts h0: _ bu w r lied w:. - h a r, 'qati v\~ answer . 
Proc eeded on. c ... 0 s s i d l.:. di:Je n !lod t.;' Cdnip 14 3(} hJ'.'S a 

Carriers wer ~ rot fe2lin~ ~c~l ~0d&y. 

Sli?pt on ridg_ ~n ~j.:;r:r. ~ r:r 

,'HURSDAY, ~~.ugu s_t: 

F .IDAY, ,. th A ·gus : 

aown th r idge in a 
lat0r arrived at a 
•,..;3s TOREP . I-ien 

Th~ VC hCJL: b ·e1. c - lled or . He showed uµ with 
t.w x~ra r1")n'plus t.. c 01... ~r fm;r from yesterday . In all 
he: qiv s m c.nly h nan. s f other settlements but cou)d 
not- iv~ the n mb~rs 0 peep!~ who I rould hope to 
encount e • 

S p"t i ;L.u:L~V1 

3ATURDAY, 5t.r. August: 

VC of DABREBIP c&m2 over yes terday and decided 
"tci give me th e names of the pcopl at DUFRENG and DAMScK 
sr'\ttlements. fhe rest o f thC' nem s for DA.BnEB:P already 
taken while at DA8fEBIP . Bot h VC's of uruM a . i DABREBI~ 
then were %k ed wi t..i-: a nu1:-iber of old 111 n f r om NUGUM to 
answer some qu~stions r'la ing to c~ ~l . ~s and beliefs o: 
the ar ea . Today found out. they were . , lled the MlNUf 11 1

. ' 

peop l ~ i.e. The . UKCP/ 11 . , NUGUt'ilt'S , DABREPfi.·'ItlS and tt1e 
TABLEPMI~S. Th 0 y b2lLve their an cv: tors came out of a 
cave in the side of ' e ~ount ain to No ~~h ot here . Plus 
othe:i · items in: l:Jde · in rriy 01.hE:.r notes for "..,h roport on 
this ~At rol. 

. ' 



P.A GE 3 

.SUNDAY i. 6th Augu,sj;: 

Bro! c c311p At 0 730 am~ H acied in () northeastQrly 
di recl l n to AUKOPMI~ . Two guid'?J from HUGVM Were obtainvd 
to sho··· us tr.e rcute. Arriv'..:'.d M/Ri·rer camp. De cided to 
p~t ~amp here by the Cbne bridge. Got the two guirles to 
go and get the AUKOPl IN VC. Later thi'"' cv0ning rv' ... urned 
with two oth r .~UKOP!v INS t cport that the VC Lod :::1on0 
~alkabout towards th ~ east in the 5TRICKL~~D riv r area. 
He had gone to visit r e lativ · for tobacco (B ~s) l~af . 
Advised them to r.o and gc.t hirr. and aw~lit my re:turn from 
the M/Vall ey and that he s~o 1J : r) hcive all. the p oµl · 
together to be ·e~s u scd. 

Broke c-1mr 07 ... 0 arn . Ob·u~ ned one o f th A TKOPMIN 
men as a guid t o sh:)w 4-: h " pat rol any knov1ri tr0cks in the 
North Blucher R=rng )(..~ . T"> rL-1y followed a crE·ek U;:' to the 
ncrt · ern r.iost b i Jg ·oft 1 Blucners . This :-nor<? or less 
a va ,. ley. lo pcrm2nent tr2cks, h o to cut thr~ug L lhc 
b'Jsh sometimes v1hon t he r e· vero orcc1t boulders i11 the creek. 
This evening on the 1615 pm shed ~ith 1-.JOl.iAD heard ~.h<1t 
ADC BARCLAY had lost o n 1.: of r i s carr· c rs whil12 constructing 
a can e ·J:i.dge in thf:. 'Devils R<3r:C. ' ar":;. of the STHICKL-JJD 
RIVER. This c~ap J1ad gone' Jong long or sorncthi ·19 and 
j un:ped intc the river .. Carri1..:rs 011 my lir1 this r vening 
w re lecturE:d on precautic'ns c:r.d wer-·· 11ot to do anything 
wi ...... . 1 ut my orders. 

Slept on ridge. Nor1_h 8luchl.!r . ange . 

TUESDAY, Bth August: 

Bro!<e camp 0 730 am . Al.l anxivus + _) get NayQ 
FolloVJc:d ridge up for 2 hours ~·~1is ridge: Lh n ins in 
a northerly direction frorr. the Blucher i nge an ITH::>ets up 
wi h the rid']c. runniny 1Ji.1ralli:l to the Murray Val.ley . 
This is actuall·l a dividl~ . Watenv:.lys fro.n this run v1esc ­
crly inLo the Palme r Riv e r and ljke the on0 we followed 
up y esterday and p a r~ly today in a cast :rly direction 
end.:..ng up in th · /lt1urr:;y RivLr just abo.1 ci tr e gorge wh0r 
the Murr2y cuts into the Blucher n· r1ge at Al KOPf"iIN. Ot r 
guide from .Cl.UKOPMIN r0turncd on top of th.:s ridge claLninc; 
that h e h:=id no i_Jea of the t.tc.cks cvc~r this :idge . 
said that this we: ground used r) r h1 1nting purposts 'oy t.he 
BAKTAlv IN.J of the Mur:ay Vall ey .... 0ci. th :: A80LGUBIPS _ th0 
KAB.l\ l Census Divisi on. f ,; J.lo 0 d er ··t:: k down for an " he! 
3 ho-..:r:.>. Gn.at lane ~.1 id s ar commo n her; Ever year 
during heavy roins land slides occur anci iis 111a:;s of rock, 
soil anrl tree~ swamp the er -.ks in the ar J. WhiJe follow-
ing this c1 :- ek down todc:q Coporal Ht.AO:. 3Li. got bitt en 
by a h '-' g . 0: pan s n a kt..: • :. shot t h ~ s w i n the pi s -t ,.> 1 an 
we tJroceedc·d on . Onecassowa ry and n': pig weP2 St.:en in 
the er ek today but attempts to shoot the~ foi 1 _d . We 
.:ire now camp .d v ry well down in the va ley and lookin<:, 
up from here 8nto t .e 1''idae. TiL area s JrrouncJino us ::.~ 
very ru9ged and l · Tulci j rf: a•;Jlne th.Jt here wou d be no 
permanent. s~ttlernt:nts r:1 t all . Th e re is : g3rden si e down 
further below he r e· whi eh belongs to t he BAhTAMIN pcop1 0 .. 
As so0n as i:amp was sc. t up th12 carri e: rs wer;:, sent off to 
mLJk c~ s go 2s our sup: :ies are go~ti r. low . Thj:; afte:moon 
too on lhe ra 1 io hed I had J. chat \ i th 7Ar. BR i\iVN DC w~10 
was on a vlsit to KJ. T ~ GA . No ir p 0 ta1 t meittb. c10pp€~ up . 



PAG E 4 

WEDN12SDAY, ,, :. '1 August: 

Last 1 ight h Jd word ' i th both corporals and 
the interpreter on know·1 tracks in th0 area. Bro!~e camp . 
at 07 .30 c.m . Corporal MASUL was to take half the carrier· 
line. finish :. nking the Sci~O and cross L.h2 ri ge t 
BAKT MIN to t.he north. I t0ok the: ether hal of the 
carrier line and went down stream and up a ridge and slept 
at the Palmer river . Two huts were found today belonging 
to some hunt ers from ei t li(=> r ABOLGT.JBIP or BAKTAMIN. This 
ridge very dry and st0r1 I . from t is camp we can see 
Mount MA.Blot' and th KA!3AN range. This is a excellent 
view especially when l he sun i ( setting. On setting uo 
th2 radio this afternoon ! cut myself wi n a bush knij • 
Unfortunately the r: dical orderl is with Corporal ~ UL 
and I cannot leave it dressed . Boiled some water ~nd r 
cleaned the wound. I hvpe it does not get ir.fected. On 
the .shed I was informc-c by NOMAD that the helicopter would 
be arriving on friday the llth. I informl?d th-::m at I 
would be at BAKTAMIN in time to meet the chopr;er. 

Slept well tonight aftc:r a tiring walk. 

THUI1SDAY ,_JQi~.h Augtl.21: 

Broke camp 0730 am. Cutting our way down Cl 
steep slope to the: u?n',_ of the Pdlmer river. We came 
upon the trci~k us ~d JY the ABOLGUBIPS to BAKTAl~IN. 
follow•d this for ~ hrs and then we lost it. T he ~est 
of the morning was sp.nt cutting our own way towards 
BAKTA~ .. IM. ~hr- 1 t 2 pm we found the track again on tor. of 
the ·i:~dgc. It was t,Jugh cb.mbing here and a lot of .:ogs 
had to be walked on. The carriers were well behind 
tod3y. fe~~ing very tir~d. We made camp here at 5 pm 
right on top o[ w~~ ~idge . Radio contact was made with 
NOMAD and stated again that tl1e chopper would d~finitely 
be in tom0rrcw. I ~ssured them that Corporal MASUL 
should be there by now and he old Chopper pad would be 
cleared by then. The mist set in very arly this evening 
and we all went to b2d early as it wa$ cold. M-{ coleman 
lamp g lass broke in the night due to mishandling. Our 
rice supply almost out. 

Slept on top of ridge. 

FtIDAY, i_th August: 

I was up a 4 am this morning wanting to get away 
on an early start to aet into ~RTAMIN when the chopper 
arrived. The boys were up too but we ~id'nt get away until 
6 am as 1,..;e could' nt see t e track very well 1n the mist. 
A quick pace devel0ped as ~'e were going downhill into the 
Murr ay V~llEy. Th carriers keeping up close. It took 
us only li hrs. A t RAKTAMII\J found Corporal Ml\SUL with 
the boys already cl ea ning the chopper paJ. Radio contact 
with f'TOMAD at 12 no or1 failt:d due: to my rsdio tiansmissiom. 
I could read them bu, they could'nt read me. Meanwhile 
work was going en at the chopper pad. At 4pm ! failed again 
to get through to NOMAD . I heard it was dhuttl€s to 
Barclays patrol and that they would be sending it up first 
in the morning whether we made contact with them oc not. 
This evening the VC ond C brought in enou .... h sweet potato 
for the carri~rs for only cne meal . 

Slept V\i:ell here .;it B.t".J:rL\Mi'-l. 
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SATURDAY 12th Aygust t • 

The fires wer lit very early as th,., chopper was 
on its way at 8 am, When I trie~ to g~t contact with NO~iAD. 
I heard NOMAD calling me but they still could'nt read 'me. 
There Wa$ a large cloud oank ,~l the way down the Murrey 
Valley and l doubted if the opper wo~ld he able to me • 
to come a~l the way to BAKTAM!N. A bout 0 am we heard 
it and by this time tl1e stnoke signals were going very we 
Ihe pilct saw this and came 1n to land. APO J. RANSL Y 
arrjved back . from NOMAD tdo a er being DARU for the 
Supreme Court sittings·.- All rations arr .~ed this afternoon 
on the second shutt le, We haa a look a nd the ~Valley. 
for 20 mi utes in the chopper that afternoon. The carriers 
had a good fe~ this evening& lans were made this eveni:n 
for the journey down the M/VJlley during the n xt two weeks 

All slept well tonight at BA IAMIN. 

SLNDAY 13th Augus,.t s 

Food was issued and we 

WIJNDAY 14th August; 

Hose to find cloud 
tent fly. F~rtunately this 
a 08. 30_ hrs • 

We filed off in a N.E. Direction 
for about two miles to the Murray River. Tlie. cane 
3bout thirty metres wide had been reinforced 
day and was suitably adeguate. 

0
The track t 

an incline of between 45 to 60 • This c • 
two hours of labourious work and all arrived 
at ll.45hrs. Camp wa~ established and later 
afternoon we talked with the V.C. This man cl MS 
paralized and wanted a heli~opter to take nrm to 
This man is passed his prime and no doubt hl .l rly st?t~ 
ia the cause of his nilmcnt. He agreed t. hand over his 
reign to enother man, who was previously the .c. of 
AWANGALMIN and this village plus KASANMIN have now amal- . 
gamated to for FARKOBIP. No other action deemed necessary. 

Contacted NOMAD PORTABLE at 16.20 hrs reported 
all well. Discussions with Mr. _Rarcl.ay on the Strickland 
kivcr. Fresh food was . p~rchased this being adequate for 
the carrier ljne. With cloud and mist closing we retured 
for the day. 

Walking time BAKTAMIN - FAR!(OBIP ~ hours (include~ 
15 minutes rest) vexy-- hard in places. 
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15th Augyst: 

Departed FARKOBIP at 07.55 hrs and headed at a 
decline in a south East0rly direction. Half an hour 

later after sealing down a cliff face we came upon a deep 
gorge through which flowed a small triLtitary of the 
Murray River. The cane bridge about twenty .metres wide 
had been attended to a few days before and with a few 
creaks from the old cane breaking i ~ proved adequate. 

After crossing the can~ bridge we were confronted 
with e. cliff face with .a very unstable looking ladder 
which suggested we scale it. Close to two aftezw rds the 
last of the patrol box's had been hauled to the top a d 
all had a well earned ~est. 

We then journeyed on in a easterly 
Frequently climbing spurs alo:ig the ridge. At 
walkea into KY.'ERMIN and the carriers arri ed a 
hours later1 

N OY.AO was contacted at 16.15 hrc and 
fresh foods was purchased which resulted in a 
of sweet potatoes. This was scaled out to the carriers 
and later in the PVQning talks with villagars before 
be ding down. 

Walking time FAHKOBIP-KWERMIN about 2 hours wit. 
two hours t~ cross brioge and scale cliff. 

We dcpa ed KWERMIN at 07.40 hrs and head in a 
generally easterly directj~~. We kept to ridges and at 
st ges went very high to get ov0r spur • Consequeotl~ a 
mo~sy type vegetation. 

Still h<::eding easterly we swang south which was 
quite contsiry to my reckoning but after going around in 
a couple of·. circles and then heading oif at a tangent I 
was lost directionwise. 

At about 10.00 we arriv0d at what weze the remains 
of an old village called ONKAIMIN, then onwards for a out · 
three hours we arrived at 3 settlement of SARIPTIKIN. 
We were greeted by the V.C. plus a group of men. This 
point gave us an excellent view of the Strickla d Plain 
just north of the BLUCHER GE. 

The men were a~kcd about previous patrols and 
any perscns who may be residing in the bush not yet · 
censused or contacted. Claim nothing know but difficult:tes 
experienced with 1nt~rpretation. Made c~ntact with both 
PING ERUM and NOMAD and all reported well. Smell amounts 
of fresh food purchased and this with rice was issued. 

Rain began falling at about 17.30 hrs »nd looks 
like a wet night, but nu worries as camp ec;tablished and 
we buried in. 

\Val king time K1iERMIN - SAR!PTIKIN 6 hours (in­
cluding l! hours rest) easier going. 

:I.HURSDAY. 17th August: 

Early mo1ning rain was falling but by 07.4 hrs 
it had ceased as we departed the SARIPTIKIN settlement. 
We set out in a southerly direction and still follqwing 
ridges which li:rkcd tht- main East West run:iinq range. 

The vegetation was vary similar to the previous 
dat and consisted of moss covered trees and light scrub 
undergrowth. The ~ rees being of 'Jery ) i ttle value as 
t ey were stunted and rot impregnated. Several hoop­
pine trees sighted. The top soil was washed away leaving 
a floo~ of inteiwoven root system covered with moss. It 
is not uncommop to find one stranded with legs dangling 
in open 
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A t about 10.30 h J after climbin9 a ridge the 
cordillera of the BLU:::HER RhNGE came into view. 

We then start.ed downwards alcng a soutb westerJ.y 
ieading bush track and one and a half hours later we 

' sight d the Murray Piver and also stumbled on a settlement 
c<Jlled DEN ~ .. 

Here no village wa~ evident thollgh the populace 
had construc~ed rest hDuses. 

These peopl'e wer extremely timid but later o 
they filtered out of th. surroundings and advised us 
that on seven of their group had bP.en censused back at 
SARIPTIKIN. A v.c. does exist but w· thout bock or 
uni form. .e was ask~d to asse11bly his forces the next day 
for census. 

The f peop e th t came to the camp told us th.y 
knew veJ:Y litt e as t ey stay in their own area a~d on 
obaerving the surr· nding terra~n 1 have no doubts o 
this statement. N food was purchased so rice was issued. 

t 6~30 rrs NOMAD was contacted and all reported 
going fir.-. 

Walking time SAk.IPTIKIN - C~NEGAN 4f hours 
(includiny ! hours rest) just fair ~ing. 

Camp WdS rulleo down a~d by oa.oo hrs the vc had 
assembled all his people at the Rest House site. No 
previous census had D~en con~ucted here and sixty seven 

.. rsons were listed. Some of these had cen use at 
SARIPT KIN but number not exactly known. Also about 
t.l irty of these people had never seen a pat!·ol through 

ecause the were living the th ) bush until recently. 
hey could b~ regarded as a semi-initial contact. 

At l .30 hrs we were rEady to depart for AL. DPMIN 
and a f of the DENEG AN \!lagers decide to follow us. 
We followed a ridge to the south west and after nlnt:ty . 
minutes we stood on thr top of the ridge overlooking the 
Murray River between thr.) Btl.CHER RANGE GAP. 

We went over the top and decended following 
~utcrcourses ~or a couple of hours. Then we came upon a 
garden site wnere the AUKOPMIN VC and som0 of his men 
'NOr~ ng. After a few minutes discussion we walked on to 
the WJRBAY RIVER where the crossing took about 45 minutes. 
The cane bridge was used but some fozwarded river whicq 

was extremely low. 
Camp ~'/as extablished on th€· site where I camped 

previously, and con . act with NOMA~ and NO~.AD POP.TABLE 
was made at .l6.45 hrs. 

We all settled down for the night and all ooRing 
faiward to a good wash and drying out the next day. 

Walking time DENEGAN - AUKOPMIN ·41- hrs (includes 
l hpvr ~est) good going although ste~p in places. 

S8TUBD~Y. 19th August: 
" 

After a bit of 2 lay-in we rose at 7.45 hrs and 
the ta~rier line was instructed to clean up the area where 
the r0st houses would eventually be built by the villagers. 

The populace from AUKOPMIN had assembled at 10.30 
hr$ and a ~cnsus was conducted. T wenty•nine names were 
recorded, five more than listed in the Village Book. 

Tnese villagers were ·of little help and claims· 
er made they knew of no fu~her groups to be contacted or 

cens~sed~ 
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In the afternoon Mr. RANSLEY amused ~imsel by 

exploring up the MURRAY RIVER fer several miles. Waste 
quantities of limestone boulders linked the orought 
affected river. A slatey shale was also P.revalent an 
various marble like rocks sighted. Unfortunately to u~ 
trained eyes no minerals appear to exist, expecia_ly· all-
ivial gold. · . 

In the meantim~ some of tte carrier i· 
reinforc'ing' the· · - · · · b idg • 

~ea was eaten and we retired at NU3UM. 
Walking timG AUKOPMIN - ~1JGUM 6 hours (with li 

rest) . fair going. 

se at 07. and by 08.00 hrs the carri~r line 
been all tted jnbs on putting up new toilets. Ten 

were sent off to prepare sago which had been purchased 
frona the vlllager~ earlier. 

At a o t 09.00 hrs twenty people had turne up 
said that w~s all despite the figure of fifty 
the villa e Book. As the census proceeded p~ople 

began nderi~g in and it was evident -lots more were sitting 
in the b ·shes. ~ 

It was decided to do a search of the area and 
several more people turned up as a result. Finally 41 
persons were listed and three had died thi leaving us· · th 
a deficite of nine quite obviously milling about in the 
bush somewhere. It was noted a lack of teenage females 
thus intarmarriage must take place, though they denied this. 

The . ·est of the afternoon was spent txying to 
talk to the V.C, but using four medium~ for interpretatioQ 
created problems. 

At 1530 hrs after a co~plc hours of frustrating 
questioning we decided to lei~;k for ourselves. NOMAD was 
contact· at 16.30 hrs, bad rec~ption due to aerial .trouble. 

Overnighted NUGUM 
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TUESDAY, 22nd August: 

We departed NUGUM at 08.00 hrs and h~~ded in a 
southerly direction which l~d thru a couple of garden ha~ 
lets belonging to the NUGUM complex. After an nour had 
elapsed we came upon the MURRAY RIVER. Although the cane 
bridge was in a good state of rEpair the dip in the middle 
~as quiet precarious and it was decided not to risk a 
crossing. 

Still on th . eastern side of the river we doubl~ 
around amd went back in a w~sterly direction. Our guide 
soon had us on the ~cuth boun~ tra~k which we followed. 

;X 11.00 hrs w passed through a small hamlet 
called TUM C1nd on checking found the inhabitants had b~en 
at NUGUM for the census. Le3vin0 this spot we wert south 
weste:r. J over a desolate area with trw track badly defined 
between the jaggPd outcrops of limestone. 

Sometime later we came upon thf; rnain drag going 
south. At 14.30hrs realising we had s veral hours to 
the next village we established camp on t e banks of a 
small stream, Nhich had wat er. 

A co~ple of NUGUM pcrsonel who had been accompanying 
the patrol were asked to go on to the village to warn of 
our intending arrival. Tha forest trees in the immediate 
area were of better ~uality and larger quantity. 

At 16.30 hrs NOMf\D And PORTABLE c.ontacted all 
reported well. Rice issued rtnd we overnig ted camp. 

Walking time NUGUM - CAMP 6'- hrs (including 
hours rest), good going although limEstone outcrops 
hazardous. 

YffiDNE~.1AY 23rd August: 

Camp was bToken and by 08.15 hrs we w~re off 
again, this time heading gen erally south and mainly along 
a small creek bedg 

At 10.00 hr.s w0 r ested at the foot of a shee r 
slope (incline about 75 ) about a quat er ~f a mile high. 
At the top was the village of TABLEPMIN. After scaling 
the ascent we headed to the rest house area, arriving at 
10.30 hrs. Two excellent rest houses were awa~ting us 
and camp was established. 

Tnen in the afternoon a site was s0ught fo1· a 
helipad. Being in a precipitous area this was hard to 
It was decia d a ridg~ site with a ~heer drop would be 
best, thence tree falling commenced. 

At 16.30 hrs NOW~D was contacted and all reoortcd 
as well. Luter on the TABLEPMIN villdgers bought in· 
fresh food and traded mainly for razors and matches. 

Ovcrn~ghted TABLEPMIN. 
Walking time CAMP - TABLEPMIN 2t hours including 

15 minutes rest, good ']Gi n ;J except for last pinch. 

IJ:!YJ1SDAY 24th August: 

At 08.00 hrs t he : arrier line WAS again clearing 
the area which was hc2vily timbered. Another group began 
constru ct ·,. g the plat f orm As ground not at all lev 1~l. · 

At 10.00 .n> t he vill ag~rs ass e~bled for census. 
This resu:!.tcd in t' irt / n<lmes list ed which was eleven more 
previous cei1sus. Thf: V .c. DOIMRO/M;..INKO norninc:tcd oy past 
patrol~ has been to Kiur.ga and Olsibip is a good typt and 
he was issued with c. comnl-t ~ uniform. '-le is a keen 
and capable type. -

' .. 
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Discussions were helrl and it i~ 0vident f~om this 
t~at an uncon~acted group do exist to the south• and t~ r • 
were willing to guide us there. 

Work was continuing on the hclipad and sho~ld be 
completed tomorrow, Later in the ~fternoon the V,c. and 
~ome vill?.~crs ?.rrival with some fresh food plus a Smdll 
but very well kept pig all of which we purchased for 
trade goods, This food h€l[Jcd alleviate our food shortage. 

NOMAD was contacted nnd all reported well and we 
overnighted AB EPMlN• 

FBIDAY, 25th August• 

At os.oo hrs NOMAD was contacted to confirm the 
arrival of helicopter, Nothing definite from NOMAD but 
we WPre asked t,o ccntact n the hour 9iving weat ler re rts 
ana getting confirmatio i of hs lico~~ers arrival. Fi~ishin~ 
touches were made to the helipad. 

At 12.00 no0n NONAD repc·rt0d th-::•t helicupter had 
not yet arriv0d that and . 

The: situation nqw br eaming serious s food 
exhausted and littie to be gained from locals. Hunting 
teams wErc dispatched 3nd cth0rs were sent looking for 
bush foods. Most r~turnc~ with success. The vi:.lagers 
arriv~d with sma l cimounts of food which helped tide us 
over. 

On the aftt:rnoon sked with !!O~AD we were rldvised 
thot no chopper had yet a 1pearcd . Sago trees in the area 
were no good a d we rcste: for the night wondering what 
the next saga in seeking of a chopper would bring. 

SATURDAY 26th A~gust: 

Eal'ly contwct was mad~ with NOMAD regarding the 
heli~opter. Nothing cvcntuat d, All boys off to ~he 
bush trying to fora9e for bush food. 

A continual link with no1'lAD just in case something 
turnc- . up. Lat a-£"tcrnoon revealed we ouJ.d tnt be getting 
resupc~ ied tod y either . Situati0n now ~ritic~l as the 
thraa ... i_ f v.;alh.out by carriers confronted u: .· The TABLEPMI S 
with small amounts o-L fr~ ; s }·) foods pr_obably sc!ved the day 
and all retirad with long scowling face~. 

SUND/\ 27th August: 

Once again early cont.Jct with NOMAD who reported 
nothing yet had cmerqed but things were on t.hc nove. Thus 
continual radio contart with NOMAD . · 

Early ~fternccn we wcr€ advised to stand by with 
half hourly W(~athc r r epo rts as chopper j nto NOMAD. At 14 .15 
hrs it had tc:ik -n of f '1 1ith food <Jboard for both the 
STRICKLAND u'.ld our patroJ s. 

Beacon fires w _r c lit and at 15 .00 hrs the Jct­
Ranger swooped in dcpositinq much n0eded food suppli0s. 
Later hunting tc m back with un~ cassowary. 

/\t four pm sked with r OM\D th0y revc3led another 
chopper in from L,·\KE MUHRAY and would complete the:-! 
resupply the next morning . All patrol personal retired 
on full b<?llies. 
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Conta~ted NOMAD at 07~35 hrs and reported all 
was clagge in but misty ~ onditions looked as though they 
would clear in a couple hours time. A farther repo1't 
at 08.05 revealed little change but at 09.15 brs eloud 
was breaking up ~nd NOMAD was g~v~n all clear to let fly 
with th~ chopper. 

By 10.05 hrs it h~d safely pu~ down and all supplir­
unloaded Ten m n~tcs late we Sdfely 'Belted up' in the 
cockpit taking · · uick ·-scan -to th-(? ~ast .• .. Noted several 
garden house settiements betwee TABLEPMIN and the MURRAY 

VER which incidentally was flooded. 
B ack to the helipad to pick up one of our carriers 

{BOLOUIP V.C.) who slashed his foot and wou] 'nt be able 
to complete the 1alk boc . was reported to NOMAD~ 

The rest of ·the afternoon sp ent scaling out the 
cargo and packing it ready for tak~ off in the morning. 

NOMAD was contacted at 16.30. hrs and all reported 
well and happy, message• passed to MINGERt.JM. 

6vernighted TABLEPMIN. 

st, 

At 08.00 hrs we departed Tl\BJ,.EPMIN (at long last) 
in companl w tn the v.c. and six of his man who decided 
to trot a ong 'ith us. Our direction was ~astcrly over 
track which t~ansversed ridges jo fhe area. 

·One ho r had ~2ssed when we arrived at a small 
hamlet but found the occ\.:pants had been censused at 
TABLEP N. Departing h_ere still going east we cross ed . a 

creek called ELIKS and onwards. 
WalRing through valleys lined with conglomerous 

rocks wo ~oqn a rived at a pl~ce where our guides advised 
us we were c,ose to the long-house. All noise wa ceased 
and we topped cJ rise we were overlooking a large gar~en 
complex. We crosse a creek and entered the easte 
extremity of the garaen. Afte1· windir)g ur way along logs 
for about ten minutes we were confr~ntcd by a long-house 
about thirty metres in lengtJi. 

The occupants were obvioucly 0ut as tho door barre#i 
and the gre~nery they used incicate it had been done a 
few days before. The 'tABLEPMIN {V.C.) told us they would 
net be far away as ~hey were not great t~avellors. Thus 
he and a couple of his men followed the surrounding tracks 
to see what they could locate. 

We arrived at 13.00 hrs fiv e hours from TABLEPMIN 
over reasonable going but a rough bnck track. Place 
ea led FUETOU. 

Camp was established at the top end of he garae11 
and ~t 16.30 hrs we copied NOMAD .!\lthough they were unable 
to read us. 

Later in the evening at 17.30 hrs the TABLEPMIN 
(V .c.) rt.1tum~d with two gentlemen clad in oddments of 
European clothing. They told us with difficulty eight more 
persons wore in the bush but this seemer ~ an underastimat•o.n 
in view of the size of th~ long house <-: . • . • .1. he extent of 
the garden. Anyway a ft er 'greasing' tlJ, · · .J ·.vi th trade 
goods they were asked to assemble as soc .s possible the 
nest day. They ~cparted us in a rather ( + ~d manner and 
we new await to see if they carty out or ;. quest and 
produce their line of persons who have •. _ ·~ been contacted 
before. Though I . must say they look s ~ ' •ough th~y Ire 
aware of outsiders. 
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Rice was scal~d out tc the carriers and later on 
friends from this settlement returned with fresh foods 
which was an obvious payment of the trade goods as they 
wanted nothing in return. 

We overniqht~d same. 

WEDNESDAY. 39th A~.slYll; 

kt 08.30 hrs our guides sent down to the long 
house to see how many person had turned up. Advised that 
all had not arrived - in from the··bush as yet. At 10.15 hr$ 
saw a roup of villagers was heading towards the camp 
site. 

We had no direct interpretation and even the 
indirect way went throu:J~ six mouth~. Thi~ was ver.y 
inadequate and simple y .s and no ques ions were fouled. 
Unencouragingly we scugnt knowl0dge. . 

After about one hour we f~nally established the 
headmart. His name was ABETAE/NEDU aoout forty five ye .rs 
of age. WhP.n a$kcd if he wovld like to be the Government 
Official of his villoge he dE:clir.~d saying his legs were 
not strot'lg. Ho d:..illy elected his younger brother GlltlJSO/ 
NEOU to do the job. 

At 12.30 the fun and games started as we tried 
to do the census. After about two hours we had listed 
thirty names, twcnt.;" six of whom were x·escnt and few 
absent in the bush: Th~ _villagcrs friendly and co­
op~rative arid if more person do exist it was jue to 
interpretation problems rather tt·an their shyness to 
produce them. 

A the 0 i1d of this after irultlcss a ., mpts to 
explain the duties to the newly appointed village offi.cial 
further talks were put off for the day. 

Lnter in the afternoon a man and his wife boU(Jht 
in a i:ig for us to purchase. Even this took some n~90 iel­
tion but a suitable payment was arrived at. Some m,:':,7e 
villagers in wi".:h fresh foods mainly sweet µotatoes~ taro, 
-breadfruit, bananas and sago. . 

Mee was rationeri out with part of the fresh 
food and all rd.,ire with the thought that the last six 
weeks walkabout was ot C('mpl ·:tely in vain. 

0Vernight0d FElITOU 

THURSDAY 3lst Auq· st. 

At 08.00 hrs all the carriers wer~ assembled 
and were allotted jobs in the construction of a new rest 
hcuse for the village. They went about this _with great 
zeal as the pig was to be slaughter~d at th~ end of 
th0ir allotted work. 

After U~e initial ma1·king out and plans for 
construction, we ith the line of interpreters face~ th 

'·' 

task of trying to (.:ixtr'3ct s-?me information frcm these peo~J, . 
This trying time went on for several hours and 

no hing of real gr~at value was achcived . Villagers 
agreed that we should try and find a ccupl~ :::;f unmarried 
you ng males to be taught- ?ome Motu and Pidgin foe 
future patrols in the arc~. 

At 15.30 hrs the pig 'Nas killed plus another one 
which the villagers ga\C? to the boys then and ther • 
Mumu cooking was the order. 

~ 

Made contact with rJCWiill at 16.X> hrs 91v1ng 
details and that we• d t;e moving 01'a in the morning. 

OVernighted RJETOU. 
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FRIDAY lst September; 

At 08.15 brs we departed FU~TOU with seven 
villagtrs who agreed to help us on our way. Much 
appreciated. 

Heading for the eastern extremity of the garden 
we climbed a very steep ridge and took a course to the east. 
Not much to note, timb~red only light and underg~owth was 
sparse in comparison with _the rest of the . pa~rol. 

09~45 saw us decending a ridge over looking the 
muddy waters of the MUREAY Rl'JER. Then on close inspection 
we saw only threo bare strands of kendi (lawyer) cane 
across the 30 metres of the riv~rs width. 

A s the ropes were about 20 metres above the 
water and none of us are tightrope walkers W€ had to 
set about finding more cane and ~omplE:te the ccnstruction. 
By 12.15hrs progress pretty slow so wo decide to establish 
camp on the west bank of the MURRAY RIVER. 

Extra strands of cano were used to strengthen 
those already there and the top twc were secured by vertical 
pieces of cane to the bottom strand making it more stable. 

The district eked was i·stened in to and at 16.30 
hrs NOMAD contacted and all reported well. At 17.00 hrs 
rice and n~at rationed out and we 0vernighted cmap on 
river oank. 

Walking time FEtITOU - RIVER CMAP lthours goir.9 
going except for initial climb. 

SATURDAY 2nd September: 

Early morning finishing touches were made to the 
bridge and at C7.45 hrs all was in readiness for cro!>sing. 
At 09.30 all were safely across and we w~rc ready to push 
forward. 

Heading in a ge~eral northerly direction we 
transv rsed ridges and we walkeu ridges until we came 
across a settlement on the FA RIVULET. Th~ place was 
called KAKANA and it was noticed remains of a camp 
existed closely. A couple qentlemen from the house tolri 
us a patrol had been there a month earlier. Trouble with 
interpretation but could only be that of Mr. Bar.clays. 

It was at this point we real ised the area of 
land between the STRICKLAND and MURRA' RIVERS was not 
that great and Mr. Barclay1 probably dealt with all pers0n 
in the rlrea. 

At 12 .oo noon we pu.;hed on again and was hopinc;· 
to depart the tracks of Mr. Barclay's patFol so as not to 
duplicate work. At 14.00 hrs. still retracing steps of 
the previous patrol we decided to camp at a place called 
KANO and summons the villagers to try and get information 
required. 

Th2 arGa around these last two hamlets was 
cxtrem0ly rugged afld both houSDS at t.he foot of ridges thus 
indicating pe0ple wEre no~ concerned with strategic hilltop 
locations. 

Our waiting proved in vain -as no persons truned 
up and NOMAD was n0t on the air so we were unable to get 
information on whethtr we were duplicating Mr. Barclay's 
steps. -

i:vening •,rns on us, food .. issued and nothing yet 
appeared, ovcrnighted sam~. 

Walking time RIVER CAMP - ~O 6! hours including 
two hours r~st, reasonably hard going. 
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Sl.l\DAY 3rd September: 

We rose .:::it 07.45 hrs and were waiting the 
arrival of the occupants of th& house. This did n t 
eventuat~ until late m0rning. 

They arrived in dribs and drabs and the final 
figure was twenty six p2rssns. Th~!Y had vii th th~m fresh 
food which WE pttrchast-d. 

We were advised Mr . Barclay had been in the area 
and censused thes0 c0ple . Interp r~tation was a problem 
and w werr. unable to ascertain if the other patro 1 had 
been t0 a place called IAYEDIMIN to wh0rc we were heading. 
If he had bi.:cn thcr~ we. 111ould hnvc: no nc;.ed to proceed 
fuA:'the:r, bu·c. fro:n informaticn gc.dned it seemed Mr. Barclay 
hedded tvwards the Strickland, so w : decided to travel north. 

Planning the pa~rcl r ~ute now seem th0 main interest 
as we now wcr~ ansciously awaiting what transport ar .nge= 
ments if any w re planned to get all patrol persnnal hom0. 
Discussions with carri~rs r cvGalcd nearly ~11 wonted to 
go to the bigger et~ticn, not only for prestige value but 
to coll ect their pays at th larger cash office . So we 
seemed to be southbound. Rice dnd meat plus fresh food 
issued to carriers and all ov E- rnighted '1t KANO. 

A()NPAY 4th September: 

We departed this hamlet site at 08.00 hrs and he ad­
ed in a northerly direction. Sasicly we followed a N.E., 
S.W. running ridge. By mid marning we spelled en a high 
ri(g~ and bejng a c3K>udless day w we e able to mak~ clear 
obs~~ations of dlstance. The STRICKLAND VALLEY to the 
east nd the MURRAY tc tho wes-: could easily be seen, thus 
indicating the distance or rathtr area b(.;tween these two 
rivers 1as not as large as at first thought. 

Cont3.nuing en to If\YF.DIMIN we noticed the groupd 
was unusually good loam but contain 1ots of small rocks. 
The vegetation was the thick foliage iyp~ with a srarse 
sanopy over the top. 

Reaching ~/"YEDIMIN at 11. 30 hrs we called the 
populace. On coming forward th0y handed in a village 
book ln which M r. Barclay h~d r e corded "thirty one names 
and all ~coplc ln thl area had be~n censused. It was alsc 
apparent that nll persons lived to the cast between the 
FARE and STRICKLAND RIVERS. 

/\nother Book had cen issued hy Mr . Carpenter 
in S11pt. 1971 and this book hQd been sighted at NUGUM 
earlier on in the patrol. When a~k0d abou this they 
said it was 5,~nt across t}1er0 as it supposedly caused 
deaths in the vjllage. 

Camp was set up at 14 .00 and at 16.15 hrs NOMAI, 
was contacted. '!.'her~ talking wj th Mr . Ba:r·clay he tuld us 
he had accomplished all work in the ar0a thus our work WJS 
fast coming to n end . 

Rice and tlsh isruc.d to the Garric1:s and all 
retired for the r1ight. .~t 01.30 hrs I awok\:: after a bac 
snake dream. Both resumed slo0p rath0r disturbed. 

Walking time KJ,NO - I/.YEDIMIN 3i hrs with one 
hour rest, good going. 

TUESDAY !3th September: 

At 07.55 hrs we all did an about turn and the 
carricrscortcge filltd back over thetrack we came along 
the day before. Ninty rninutes latc·r the tv1 Kl.NO guides 
branched off ~nd we procc0d~d on . 



Wb.,n duplic · tion t :r;:,r.ks . 1 , rvth.:.n 'J :0Lms a lot s i c r. 
We c .rss0d tht f, RE PIVER , spc:1] c ·! an •Jn agei n . B·~ing ,J 

cld Hr day an cutJ~3n~~ng pcil~ M3S no~ ic~ ! and n·t marked 

on BLUCHER MAP . ;,t J.3 , '.''.0 · .rs " ;i _1 i .,d ~t tr e l Jff1J,{ RIVEP. :n 
t" C hCUI"S latsr 'lll We I:~ sqf l/ acrv .. S . C·mn wa; 
cstablisbCG at f'1 d i'. )'-JS Ca:;,;:' Sit_, , ti.c!'I SC 3f' VIJS i S'.>Uc.J 
an·, a S U[.:' rv:.s c:'d cl'--::31 l! · V.'c_!S r 1.1 rE.d . 

Cont a rt cd 101 ,D at 15.30 '. rs 'In--' was advis ..:, t h · 
,_drri c rs wvulo be ry. inq 'shc.nks ' s I c ny ' b<:ck t<.> OLSOBIP . 
Most want to 9c vi 1 v: .;1.]1Jn, t. s JI ~ r ::. ut2 s . uth west­
wards « s rian1Y·d , 1l1r, ,arc i.ay ot.lv is "d . 1 .t " SIGlO 
RIVER h a:I be 2n r :,r.sus · be fer" ;ind ;;2 n ·: C· ' r ot th 

area . 

ce1mp •. 

WEDNESDl .. Y 6th Scpt :. r. bq_,.!. 
Bd ore c .Jmp WilS de ar Ld l".1 U. G" w2s ront acted · nd 

ask<.d that NOM/J) c 'ffi"' up on tr utsta .ic,n frcqu c nc\ at 
12 .00 hrs. finuJ. l y C.c.:p.ort f d a· ,_,5 . 30 an hi kc u tl. 1.­
top of a ciGge ·uhich 1"::is spa· s., ly tino..:r<:d , We . ..,,lkN' 
over casY going ln a sout:· <. rlY fa cing conc:iNE pnth. 
Then up over a NE, SW rt•:1ning r idCJ<- down th" other s · c! 

--:;:;;::===:=~-:;)nd into FtlJTCll which •·~ '"lad dt :. a few days c. arlier, 
Camp v1 s s t up at l h rs ,•:l NOMI D 1 · a~ .. 

cont<Jct~ at 12 . U1 noon and ge~ ~J S d. 
The aftcrnocn WdS Lpcnt in ta king c ~ mo re 

prcciSLlY t~i1g to, w th the vll agers . With rrLtty 
vagu e inf erur.c : thcs • p ~c· i~ ar · an e.-<t.,_,.,si JO f the 
MURRf,Y Vt.LLEYS and -::uo o;ns and v~J.1 39 1. l :,. alcn.3 th.; s.:.m•: 
lin ~s . Th .y s.•m~d c tr~mcly .nt~us~astic and ~hould 
apply thcmsu v (, w-.: li . Tt '-'Y wcr.; v .ry c«-OP''-·aU.,, ii 1d 
with c: ir•. ct int c rpretati'.ln 1vcul 1 bJ better , Th~y •1 e 
quiet, friendly '30d : V ff• tem'1l' s 1e re n t shy . NOW.D · ~ z-,5 
cun+.ac,t..,d at 16. 5 h.s and\ . : ic'vi~ul i.hc,1n th<.t W'-' w0ul•: 
be :.r .. ad in') f o r KI'jt!G ,,, F~od was i.s·;u _:ilrri(:rs ancl 
this 1·1c.s suppl cmc.:nt Lc! w · t1 " c3.,s.war -11 hi.IP\. y 
as we bc·dder\ rl c•w ... -t t" ' E 0 • 

: s our iss±vri in ':r.:s 
ended our next t0 sk 'I' 3S t , hio.1 

ti.iL. passibl • 
'iJ rl · , rt '· ' 1 PJ2TO'J at 

n ck : f tht.: · ~c.: s : as 
t o l<'.IlJNG,. ir. le ns-' ... 

VJC hccid0J '' • 
twenty rn€tI ~ 
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FBIDAY Sth Segt~mber: 

We departed the camp dt 07,45 hrs ond he aded in a 
general westerly direction. Goi11g was ov---r · gentle 
downwards slope wi~h a f~v small rises. 

After :1inety minm.es we came upon a small hamlet 
where we were ab /. e to get a couple o;: guides to t.he KIUNGI~ 
VILU~GES, also p rchased some small amounts of food to 
·upplement the supply. Again we pushe~ n to the S.W. 

but the foot pads bad st2te of r~pai r · .id going slow and 
hard Our de~tlnation for tr;~ ~ay was a half way sort of 
house which we came u~on after even and a half hours 
walking. Camp was estat:-lishGd and contd ted NOMAD at 16.3~ 
hrs with s cme radio problems, but messages relAycd. 

F0od was s~alerl out this being the 1 ast of our 
supplies. Attempts to find persons w o woulrl se :!.l us fo , c' 
in ~ain, so all r etired . 

going. 
Walking time 7-±- hrs ith two hou~s spell, fair 

S_bTUPDN~· 9th September: 

From her~ our aim WClS to make the first of U1 

Ne KIUrJGA villages in order to get the chopper re$upp _ • 
Hence we departed at 07.40 hr$, and wi~h goca going ~ur 
rate was fast. S ·ant vegetation .· i th some ~oop-·pinc-s 
dotted the surrounding bush. 

At lO~OO hrs w~ rpsted on route and half en hou~ 
we were off agcdn. We 'Ne·re soon on a good road which 
indicated a village and at l.2.15 W1.:; had arrived. 

Camp was established, and I mucked around with 
the ASIO wireless, ·,, hich prov ~d rui t ful as we wore able 
to make good contact with NO~/~ at 16 .30hrs. 

Thes~ people fro m WOMOSI ~ taci littl~ food due 
t ~ d1ought and coulci'nt help us out. We ov~rnighted L~m 

go~. ng. 
Walking time 4t hrs, wi ... h 2 mim1t es spell flat 

filru.Dl~Y lOth S€:Rt crnbe r: 

All carriers assembled at 07.45 hrs and were 
all 1 ~t ~d V::\rious jobs on making th0 chopper p; d, making 
sage and preparing smc ke beacons . 

Contact ·. i th NOMAD revealed t hat no . he Ji copter 
hod drriv L!d . Th~ helipad was finished by 00.30 hrs but c 
lat e r skcd al mio·-d.Jy with NOM/J) told us n ~ expect a 
chopp~r t oday. 

/.t 16 .oo hrs s (..go n1a k - rs retiJrned wj th e0ough fa 
a c uple rr. 9als, all x.etir cl and overniyhted ~;~mei; 

NDNDAY llth Sgptqm.Q. .. !': 

nose e,:n:·ly and was <;reeted with a fine National 
Day. Cont · et wit~ NOMAD rc:v~aled ;10 chopper Yt. 08.00hrs 
and again at 09.00 hr~. 

U\KE MURH!~Y advised chopper coming anrl at 10 .,35 
NOMAD advised it ha~ just departed and to get c Jr smok~ 
beacons going. 

At 10.45 hrs c:naine sound:; r.2ard bl•t 
be going aWoY f r om us, bJt it soon rezµpeared r ~o m 
and r~t down ~~fely. 

h.t 11.15 rrs it t oo k "Jff ag ;lin .le '.'ing u c our 
good:, stacks o f mJi l plus a c.Jrton of ' Cat1 r0 i es' t'Jl th whic l 
we Bimed to make the bt. s t c f the. rest N· i.i onal ay . 

Ovcrnight~d WONOSIA 



PhGE !p 
TUESDAY 12th September: 

At 07 ,30 hrs WE departed this village and took 
N.W. route over a fairly flat teLrain . Our general bearing 
swing to the west. 

At 14.~0 hrs we met a group of men heading b~~k 
to their village and they advis0d us we were on the 
right track to Kiunga. One hour later we became lost and 
cuuld'nt find the track, Camp NoS set up and bo went 
to s ek out the track. 

/t 18.30 rice: and m .at W <JS issu .:jd ar.d some 
scouts r ctu=-ned to say they had 1 cated tt.c: track. 
Ovc riight ed camp. 

Walking time WOWOSIA - CAMP 8 hours ~ith couple 
hours rest, good w3lking, 

~EDNESDAY, lJth Septe~: 

Camp w~s broke at 07,40 hrs and again we headed 
west. At 08 ,30 came across a small river that had 
dammed up thus r(:qui:.cing a car1oe crossing, 

All safely across by 09.15 h ~ an~ we pushed on 
cigain , socn i:.o get lost. Wo~:-d sent back to a garden hous 
and a young man put us nth ~ right track again • 

. t .15 .00 hrs we:. wiqht ed U1e PAU:.i:ER RIVER and 
one hour later w~ w,~lkt:d into the village of PANOMPENG 
which was on the river bank. We got information that riv 
travel was the order from here , but ours was alkabout 
which proved unsatisfactory with the boys but logical as 
nun-swi1~ers aboard . 

N OM/ill was contact0d at 16.30 hrs and all report~~ 
as well. Food issued anct we overnighted FJ\NOMPENG. 

Wc:iking tir B ush Camp - P/\f'.;OMPENG 6 hours, 
also spint considerable time l ost . 

YHURSDA .i J.4th Scpt0rnbe:~: 

Camp was brok0 at 08 . 15 with an unhappy ljne 0f 
c · r ri rs. /\11 carrieJ':s grumbling and prcgrc ss slow. 
S~ !ls were frequent 3nd at 14.30 and the c0urse appearing 
t be going around in circle s we made a bush c~mp. 

Tr;_ick was changing from g0od to just foot pads 
making trc.Nclling slow . Rice was scahd out at 16.00 hrs 
and - short time aft .. r the morale returned as a very lar- '­
cass owary was carrL:d into the camp . Overriighted same, -

1.A!~ 1 king ti m ?1~0MPENG - C! MP 6 hours with tvJO 
·hours spell, good wJlking. 

:cru v 15th Septc.~ 

Ros e e arly and "part1...d 07 .. 45 hrs and soon foun c 
a good path, h ~ ading S.W. Early ,fterncon saw us enttr 
garden sjte:.; and re soo n _nter d the village of GUSlORE 
o n the EI/\U/ U\ FIVER. A 11 c rri c rs in b;· 14 .00 hrs. 

F~csh f ood was purchased and this with ~ice was 
issu ·d, and all retirad•:rcady for take- off 11ext day, 
destinoti on in sight. Ov crnigrted GUSIORE 

, l king tir.i C;ll/iP - GUSIORE 6 hours good walkinge 

• l 
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~'W.TUR DAY, loth September: 

We dep arted this village at 07.~ and heaaea s.w. 
aqain. At 08.00 we were at the ELAUALh RIVER ready for a 
cctnoe crossing, all safely across except for cne canoe 
lond. Nrt cwn clothes patrol box plus four carriers 
gurgled down. ~l rccov~red sa ely. 

This area proved to be a maze of tracks and soon 
all we~e parted. But 12.CX) saw us all nite at DIUMERASI 
on the FLY RIVER, anoes wers obtained and af er ein 
secured :ln pairs we set · off · again. ·~rogre1s slow but 
C .G G. we.irk boats clped us out.., 

We disembarked on the ~ig loop 
the ·1 .. ime being 17 .30 hrs we madt: camp 
FLY. Food scaled out and ov .roight(?d 

NDND1\Y I 

16.oo hrs saw 
officially stood down. 

END OF PATl L DIARY 



OL' OBIP PA IBOL tD. 1 of 1972-73 

BY L.A. BERA P,O. -
IN:rnooucr10N: 

1. lbis patrol was initia'ed by tt!e District Commissione 
and as such instructions were issued by him, My first 
knowledge of this patrol was at the A.D.C's Confer nee held 
in DARU,. I was. on my way back from leo.ve · nd conversatio;n 
held With the D. C. put me ir. the picture, 

2. I was verbally informed that this p ttol would be a 
l ength·r one and p~et-aratio s .. erf! to b~ launc ed a~ soon as 
pus3ib e. On rrival at INGERur~, orders ere put n 
Gov. Stores, U for food supplies for t e carrier lin 
c>11d other necessary patrol equipment. Nothing much was 
heard of the patrol uring these couple of weeks. Orders 
were not delivered to the oca:tion requested namely 01'.!SOBIP. In general it was a bad st3rt, 

3. 
have been 
Klt.t.;GA, is vessel 
Ri~er, 

5~ 'Ihis patrol was a lengthy 
Vithout the elftopter supplies 
very s ·ccessful. A though it Was long, . ro Ransley 
myself enjoyed it and thls report attached 
help to the I' 'llinistrJtion. Esp .. cia.lly to throw SO!lle 
light onto the very I: ttle known BLUCf!ER Ctmsu 

:::. lfle most dom · nant landmark in the area wo•ild be the 
BLUCHER Ii mges where the Census Division derives its name. 
'.. nothe~ would be the 1.\UhRAY f JVER which almost :cuns through 
nalf of th~ . Census Di Vi shn and meets the S1RICK1..A1,;o to the 
south eas _n the SIGI' C.:nsus Division of the NOMAD Sub­
J?i!>trict. Other Field ;ffic<>rs would say the .IUF-,!'· Y met the 
.;> !R~O:LANr in t!.' lJPPEH S1RI::KL/ ND . IflUTAR '.::s Census 
JJ:v.Lsion of t1° ··AD Sub-District. 

. lfl p area is low-1 yi ng Ji th unduhti.ng hills and snarp ~e ief he e and thc1e . Sr. ks nnd r'vers d'P nu~erous. 
· ·Cst of thes,, "ln·v into ~h • l;.roer rivers likP th,, P.'.UiEfc B' ! CK • ·err .... " v .J ... • 

'-" , ... ''"'- and the Sn ICKIA"D. 1}, re are numerous ou~~ror s. of limestone "'>pecially within the imm.diate 
BLUc,, " '•ange and the hills. La ~dslides are a com non 
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on the side of the BLIJCYER Range and Cn:!eks in that.area 
are swamned with rock, ~oil and large tre~s. is is 
sub~ect to the heavy rainfalls experienced during the rainy 
season and the porous situation of the soil. Because ~f 
the an.1ual hea•ry :;-ains, experie~cetl, the area is predominantly 
covered by dense Jungle and th1 ck undergrowth_. M-3ny trees 
in the higher altitudes are covered with moss. No grass 
is ~ound in the Censcs Division except here th~re was once 
an old garden, but in tim~ thi~ is . ~vergrown- by thic~ jungle. 

IGINS OF 

l. It is bel"eved that thes two groups who make 4-he 
BLtX:H .,, C<?nsus D4vision originated from stray grou s 
SEL t INS from tne r i~Y VALLEY to the north and f on 
soutti y AWIN g~oup • They tend to be mor~ Awinised t l 

eltam!ni ed. 111~ pro ably is the 'cause of a large nu
1 of AWINs king up the original ~roup of these two cla 

The speak a versj on Jf A\!IN, SEj,,, I IN and SIGIO rj r 
dia ects. ~n all it'~ quite a mixture. 

2. 
l ve 

3, Each group pro uOly has its own buffer s11ttl i 1 
!.iKe the l<ANAIMINS, tliey he>ve F"Ei<:JU ( BAEP, INJ as 
in-between group, '!he 3EL T;.u '.I. ~ to the north hav 'A >EN 
as a buffer sett!Pment on their soutPern horde w ' the 
llINUMINS. . t ea c border you '11 no tic e t1Yo smaller groups 
of settlements on bo t h si es. 1his is a safety pr -.au-Eion 
measo e L

1 

ed in t i J:Jal ' 'ars and : ey still st. 

4, T.-.ese two s •nall buffer gr ups in turn <ieveloped a 
di.ilect which wa used by the larger groups to communicate, 
So when travelling from on langu ge grou it was noticed 
t at at uch smaller set~ements inte~reters had to be 
cha,1ged, the previ.ous one c lai rni ng that he did not 
understQnd the other ~roup's language: 

5, A5 al r<>ady mPntioned in paragraph one, the Awn• d~alect is much s Lr0nger tha n :iny , f the three other 
1 alects . . I~te!"' retation. in future should be through an 

E st ft IN ince~oreter coming from the ~Lrmn River area 
07 t~e BLACK Ri ver ar a, !n this Pdtrol interpretation was 
di ff 1 cult. I ad to iJO through the orocess of interpretlr.g 
fxom Police u to f" I..' L,a.•, ->ELTA !Ill and .UNU:.:rN to 
KAI' - I H~ . In :ino ther s tagP it wer.t Po lic.e ·:otu, F' I ,1<_ LMI. ', 
AWIN, •"lINl!f !N thence to KA1 • I ,'.":'. As . uu can h1a9.:. ne the 
numbei;s ot 1 n terpreters us ec wa · 1 a ge nd it 1 •as hourt>. 



- 3 -

before anythang of what was asked for, was submitted. Even 
then one couldn't be too sure about this information. 

5. The KANJ TMINs occupy that ar .a bQtween the MUHRAY 
RIVER and the STRICKLAt~u RIVER. This is bounded in the 
north by ,~ the BLUCHE RANGE running from the MURRAY to the 
STRICKLAND. Their buffer stat'! being FUEID ( TABEAPMIN) 
to the south of TABLEPMIN and on thP. ·. 19s-:,. rn an o the 
MURRA'.f RIVER. lhe KA Is are a taller man of hoth groups 
;\nd are heavier ·built. -0.e verag height · ould be about 
5' 7 • Their tradition dr·essing i:s similar to th.at Of 
the MINUMINs on the oppos! te bank. Th · .ar a pul~l , 
at the back and a covering of wo en bark string n front. 
lhe MINUMINs however use the hard-case shell nut under th 
~overing to protect their or~vate parts like that actised 
by the AWlNs. 1his lea es· both eft and right ighs bare. 
The women wear pul~puls or grass s rts made from t iped 
pandanac leaves. 

1. In OLSOBIP o; 3 of 71/72, Mr. Carpenter 
reported a total fig re of the BLu::HER C FJSUs o·,v1sion as 
19~. HP estimatea a total of 50 peopl~ still b lieved to 
be i 19 around in the scrub not censusse • (Re D.C's 
nst uctions, this patrol the number given was 10?. 'Ibis 

I presume .. s a typing error). 

• As seen on the map tracks followed · are shown leading 
fro . one group tc another. Track leading off to garden 
spotG it~in th~ irmnediate area are not shown as they are 
pre-t·ty close to each other an if all were included, the 
fini h d product would b a mess. An attempt as made to 
gP.t to all the· gard~n sites to t?ke do 1 the names of 
p~opl living there~ 

3. Ce us books of the a:.cea wer not at OLSO JIP at the 
star, of the patrol and were not taken out with us; T.hev 
were bel·evod to be at -<!UNGA. On the fini h of; the patrol 
at K UNGA it was found that the books were at OLSOBIP, 
Figures were obtained from the village book o each village. 
I ho >e tnat the figures on the village books compare w: th 
the nr.es i11 the cen us book held at OLSOBIP. The OIC 
OLSO _p is presently out on patrol in the MURRAY VALLEY and 
so cannot confirm. 

4~ Of the six villa9es previousl/ contact nd censussed 
DABEREBIP has a marked rise ne~rly double the previously 
given figure. All attempts were mad to get the . people to 

how the patrol any tracks and garden sites. All villages 
were visited i +.h the exception of ltERAPMIN who dec.t ed • 
themselves to co over to NtJ8,Jr.~. TABLEPMIN had an incrertse 
of eleven o ir· t al censu$ and AUKOPMIN had fiv on 
i i tial census. - UH, ~.' ~BAPViIN anU I IBI IN re . ained 
s atic. 

5. !he patrol was rortunat~ ~ noggh to contact a n~w 
gro':p belong to the V JAI UN. 'Inis particul ar site wherp 
th~ir leader re sides is known as FUEIDU ( ~ BEAP, \INO "I At 

UGUM the 1VC. i nf orr ed th patrol that there were to4?;oups 
of the KANAn1IN who had not been previously contacted 
One was FUEIDU ( TABEAP ::ar) and the other a settlement• 1 s e to 
the p·revious ~' c0ntac t IAulBP ~IN on t he F~:'A RIVER. 

/4 
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The i/C of T BLEH IN then led the patrol to the Fu-::n:,u 
groL!p. On cros s ] ng the · UL.RA P.IV R heading · n a north 
easte rly _ dir~~ti o n to_ ~he FAt!A R.IV~R ~.e atr found 
tl at AOC Barclay of ?'{; '.AD had been in 1·. area and s0 

contacted this group. 1 ~ patro.L the-! 'Jroceed o to 
IADil:H.U. el.e thev claim d t hat AOC '1,, ~clay ad been 
recently. · 

1. t he villages 

Vill · e 

29 
24 43 
43 43 
30 30 
53 

21 

.193 

DIVIS.IOU 

17 t c SI' IP TIGirJ . 67 

2. 111E 3~:JCi l:h Ce ns us n· v~s 1 n po--..i ulat i :1 ha> now gor'e 
~ ·? f r on 195 to 2, , An ncr P<1S 1.) f 65 persons, . ich is 35 
· ni tL~l c e ns 11ss e d a nd 30 i nj_ LL l cont c1:, an ini tiaily 
census sed. · 

3. Fo r the . L-qA':' Jf..LL .... '/ ce '! sus Dj ision , nother increase 
by 50 p rsons as of 1972. A figure of 30 initi~l. 
and ini tial c 0 ns usccd p l us 20 i. nitL~I. c nsussed. 

• For this pa Lr ol a total o f f!JJ persons were 1ewly 
contacted, Thi F' i gur~ i nc l udes 30 from the MURRAY VnlLEY 
Census Divi sion a :iu another 3) from FUE-:UU in the BLUCHER Cen us Divi sion. 

5. 'lni tidl Cet\sus fio u r,...~ f o r the 1 ·1RJW W\LLEY Census 
Di vision, a t ota l f i '.J ~n"' e ~o f 20, <, nd ;or t he BI UCHE Cens s 
Div·sion a t ota l of 35. 
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SE T11..E iE TS: 

1. Al thou9h it night ser--n tba t the 9rQu1 as a Vi ole is 
on the move all the ti1re, one vwuld ima ine that . ~eat 
distances would be covered if such 1 the cas • 1112.s is 
.vtc..lly not the case. n1ese people red: er :revolve around 

the Sor ie c1::eas. Loo~inJ at th rna ~nd sc )ing tl e area 
mer,tioned earli ~r on, .. his is · relativel ~uall area, and 
a small population ~uch as th.e t3LUCHER Cens 1s Div~sion is 
conc Prned is capahle of supporting , eh a pop~lat10n 
without much trouble. 

2. ,. os t. settlen ents are separatec of up fron or.e to 
fo r ours walking time. Ezch ndividu2l 1rou has on 
central point of meetir)g. · is ic; a long house situated 
centrally fror.i all individuril settlements. n1iS is where 
the leader c·r chi 0f tab calls on them f CJT meeti.ngs or when 
a relative dies or ·-1hen 1.:he tribe is on the war path . 
Unlike other houses it is quite long ctnd large... This :\.~ 
built "Jy the t ribe and not just t.he c 1ie fta · n -:lt1d his 1 o~e 
r1 . .,,latives. n1e VC of t wUM and the VC of Dl T .. I ~ w uld 
be th~ eh· eftains her nd they '</ere selected because th•-Y 
had more authority: and they '"e e tl e os outspoken 1hen 
the 'first gov ' rnment patrol .Jent into the area. 

1. (a) •.arriaQe -
Both the ~·:iJtY.; : anti the KAMAI; ·I J have an exce~s 

of elegi ·1e young m~n . loung · crnen are amrried off at a very 
early stage of vomanhood. A young ~irl at th€ age 0£ ten 
(in) yedrs of a_,e 5 s nlegible o be 1 an:ied to a man tVJice 
o r tnii.' times 1e:r aJe, even fou:· irlH~$ her age. 

2. 
This is 
If 

the purents o.i- the ir L 
from -he elegible o~es. 

goctl wor.er in the 
is ~ik ly to ~et marrie 

re old en of 
erers. T.hfJY often ta '~e 

ason ~Y "'".here are 
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4. Cc) Continu~d -
The houc;e si;Jnifi s the heart of the home nd 

to be a good 1ome for the family they celebrate in 
happiness to start the new llf e of the new home. 
Headresses of cassowary feather, cocratoo and thE' Kumul 
dre used. A ~ig ba1k belt around the waist o the mek 
is used to support dressings of leaves. Dancing tdkes 
pl~ce for a minimum of one night. after which the owner 
shares out his food to the relative~·. and then they return 
home. 

5. ( d) !loal:tb. -
. e area has a low p p~lation probably due to 

malnutrition in the early stages aft~r birth. Another 
point of f~ctor is the habit of taking in pigs and dogs 
.lnto the i·ving compound of the fa.mil'y. In which event 
any sickness from the pigs and dogs a e trrnsferring very 
epsily to the eh i.ldren which eventuates in a death. 
Adult~ with sores or ~ny injury of that nature would 
undoubtedly die because of the la k of medical aid. 
How ver they seem to be a healthy looking p~ople. 
Sipoma or grille is common in the area. Sorcei:y is common 
in e rea too and anything cone rning sorcery a~d th 
sorcerer has nothing to do with the ordin ry man nd 
woman. They are very frighten~d of the sorcerer and 
their magic. It is a widespread belief in the rea that 
any deaths are the cause of magic through sorcerer.s. 

(e) De,th~ -
la~aths are cause~ oy ~orcer.y or magic s 

th p o le believe. Other causesJre th~9,9gh sores and 
sic fl\esses and tribal f ighting!°~{:ltrc> !of the dead c-aused~ 

, · b. t.ribal fighting .~ never se..EU\- The beefy W taken by' tl: 
· -. enemy a d eaten. 1he bod/ E 'mumued' ;.md eaten by 
t . arrior.s. 

-t ( b) ihen a person dies the oody · s taken into 
the house and mourned over for e couple of days. 

latives fro near and far come to pay their last r 
~is weeping and mourning goes on until the body is 
swollen and thP. skir, starts to peel off. Y~en all :the 
white of the f :; ~hows, the women bring in r d soil and 
rub it ove the body. When all the body is covered ove , 
with this red soil, it is then put in o a huge oark of 
tree and taken to the chosen burjal site. A platform is 
built at the base of a huge tree. !hey then place the body 
down on this platform more or less a stool in a sitting 
position, i t.s back against he tree truok. The1 then peg 
pla~." 5 around the body. Nhen they thin~ it is secure the 
~eave ~ ~ to rot. The enclosure is bu:J.l t so that pigs c.r 
oogs WlJl not be able to disturb ~h~ ~otting bod. 

ECONOMIC - RE LIVELIHOOD. 

1. Li velih 'uo is ai r.tai ned in :,;everal '·''t3YS e. o. 
gardeni19. hunting, fishing and fruit gathering. J 

(a) Gardeoior -

1
.f uardens are the fa~ily ' own concern. Rel~tives 

around at that r' i cular tin.n wil 1 help him otherwise 
it is all the man's conc rrn. Cne man does no. ave one 
9 ?rcien. 1. e ~ .:1n h Jve b· 10 O!' t ree _;a.re'_ ns going at or.e 
ti':'e• 11n c; . 1 s a f 0ct c s obscrvPc' in this pa trol. Thi& 
being that if onp cror f ils in 1·h j r.- pa_ +.icuL r spot then 
he can go onto the next J rden -~j get h · s ~up ly of :ood 

nd so on. At least ~1re~ 92Jde0~ are m~intained at one ~· . 
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time or another. In all garrlen sites a p oper house is 
built. In each narden a different ype of crop i s bearing 
when on~ gard~n is exhausted of another crop. 1bis means 
that 1 e does not have the same t~pe of crop to ~ at when 
he moves to onother garden, 

2. These gar ens are not fenced. \1l1 at actually takes 
place is that he clears th~ under row· h, pl&nts the er p 
and then chops the large t~ees down. ·ihis may be a ery 
uncommon ·way to build 2ardens but this actually takes 
place {Re ~: 1 Sub-uistrict - The BIAMI does the same 
thi g).. Crops such as t3ro, sw<.?~: t potato, banana • . tapioca, 
sugar-cane, pit-pit and tropical her s are plaQted. One 
reason why tnis is done is that tr~y believe th t c ops 
grow better under rotting plant~ than cleariny ttie are to 
bare soil and letting the sun beat dow,1 on he crops and 
let them die. Civiiised areas would not believe in this 
though this actually is the case. 

3. The INUMINS and the KANAI INs claim that Sago is 
the staple food. n1ough there isn• t much sago in ... the area 
as was seen by the patrol. TI1e kaukau they claim was · 
introduced to thern by the SELTAh INs of the HUH.HA't VALLEY. 
Tile other crops are fam~l~ar to them and claim th t they 
were anded down to them through the ages by tH ir ancestors 
and so on • 

. ~ . l~ or meat they IJO hunting for cassowary al'ld pigs. 
' !:hf:se · re shot by arrow whir,h they are very accurate w!th. 
':usc1!s · snd birds are supElemi:mts but are harder to obtain 
becaJs~ of their size. rrogs of all k:n are favouxite 
for th~ women and the children. Fish is also a del cacy 
but ·only obtainE·d wht:?n t!1c KJPJlAY • IVEH and the creeks are 
low. Fruit fron the bush is al s o a supplement nd only 
w en they are in s eason. 



This is a repo t on per sonnel accompanying the 
patrol :Vh o •1e1 e of great help and value, especially with 
thej r !1owled0e of U H ! bush and rough country. 

Const 1/c HEAOA -~IA. 

This man is an excel :if~nt bushr 1an and he was of great help 
to the patrol. He was the ma 1• '"'ho .ooked after the 
rations for the carrier l_ne. If any tendencies of 
slackness occurred with the carrier line h would 
automatical ¥ pick th m up. All in 11 he was excel,.enf: 

Cgnst 1/~SUL GURl tJ~'.a2,4-.. 

This Man is an excel, eot mEtmber·. 
rear of t he patrol line, ai\d camp 
worker and very consid rate. 

The Nc1: 1 bu~hman with hls invaluable knowledge of t e 
Bluch,?r area. H0 has b ~n through this rea in 1963, 
t968, 197 ! Mnd twj c no in 1972. He kn~w ,-mich areas 
patrols did not vj s:l t and vJhic ones they: had visted 
before. He was slack ~t times but that c uld not be 
voided. His a0e 1oulr affect him in tie near future • 

. e was t he r an H~10 eve uall y made :i. t rossible fo ~ the 
patrol tc contact the ~ixty ~60) ne people. 

~TCAL ORDERLY l.VLI . tOFFIN. 

J\ qulet man who went about doing his work wd>thout. any 
c mplaints. A little m~n but very active. He looked 
tJ fteJ the c arriers ' ery v1ell and !'lathing serieus 
occun d du ng the whol e p a rol. He is one of the 
~en vA10 has bePn t~ r t3h the are a a number of t"m s 
wi th previoui:, p a trr>l~. 



PATROL REPORT 
CLSL.BIP lA of 197°/73 

:3uµpler11~ntary. · 
District: i: TE: J Station: 

Patrol~~~by: J. Subdi tri t: 

BLUC. ~E~ n 
Area patrolled: ; ~U • . EA y l I.LEY . e ignation: 

Duration f patrol: 1 7 /7-27/7/72 
2/8-18/9/72 

lastD.D.A.patrol: j. arch 19.-. 7 urt) Number (~dn;rs : 119 

Last O.L.G. patrol: Jil f c. ral (A)pU);l ~j n )f area: 

Map reference: BLUCHER • CouncH area: 

4 nile 1 "nch se · H. u ·e of As.;embly Electorntc: 

The District Commissioner, 

District, 
·:ES I"S! tl . 0 IS TI tI i • T 

.......... .. ........ ··········· ....... ··· ···· .... .... . . 

DATE: I 19 

In respect of thi patrol, I attach 

Field Officers Journal Fol: To 

Patrol lnatructions, 

The Report ar.d my comment , 

Area srudy, 

Opda~1ng of area study, 

Situati n I?eport41 No' 1-

Patrol map, 

---------
A .'istant Dismct 1>mm1~1oner 

-------- --- -
The Secretary, 
Dcpanment of the Adminit;trator, 
Division of District Admini!ltration, 
KONEDOBU, Papu~ New Guin~a. 

ln respe t l)f this patr l, I attach 

Area stu 'y, 

l Tpdating of area study, 

Situation Rep rt N ' . 1-

.. ·······' ············ ........ ······· ······ 
.......... ~. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . 
Di tnd H a<lquartcr, n.:~e sm nt .f 

P:urul & Reµ rt. ............. 
\/Ar-. ve average 

A\erage 

r j/jej>w average 

~ t..Q_)., _., 
../ ... . ,;A' 

L r tn t k,,"':n.n 1 '>ll'lkl 

j • 1c..r:P. 
p . • 

:r c0r • 
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.o he the main crop o ide the tubers 
pit pit dnd some introduced 

e t · 1e of thP patrol the whole country was in 
of a serious d_ou ht dnd this area was no exception 
fc .... d was still pl _ntiful, subsequent ardens would 
be affected. 

'eing a low Tanged mount ain area the stap e diet a 
fairly 1e:.1 i epres€nted by th~ thre') staples, taro, sweet 
potatoes and bi::!nanas. 

Areas here Ja .dens have been est lished seemed to 
e on the gentle falling slopes from the ri. ges but in ~d w 

of the fact that the whole area is rather mountainous, spots 
such as this are few and far between. Consequently steepe 
lii.1 lsides were used, but this diun' t seem to dar nt the locals 
as Jardens ere us o 1 y i. arge, and \ el 1 stocked. 

Th~ land itself was of a poor qualil/ loam ty~e, which 
is .eached by heavy rains. Expectedly t h clay pan is very 
c ose to the top giving poo drainage. Piec~s of li estone 
and other small rock saMples ~e ver/ prevalent in the soil. 
It ·as noted that the soil on .. he we,..t side of the 1tlJRRAY was 
of etter qu..,1 · ty ~ 1d rel i.ef was mo ·e he undulating type in 
c mparison to t 13 c. 01 the west. bank. 

Summing up !an~ use is not excessive nd complete 
exhaustion of tht soi l i~ not the rule. 

FGPUl.h TlO T: 

'"01e area is populated with a scud-nomadic subsi stance 
farmer an.~ .fr.o ~-Jague ,inform tion are pos ibly extension 
from t.ht .. UJ·RA J, LLE people. They sePmed to have bePn 
p~ lhed s~~thwar c:: as wave5 of r1eople came over the V!CIDR 
E, ... ,...l\ ..... L 1 11-• 'GE and ue to the i solrJtion and geo raphical 
lfa~riers l1ave develo ed small pockets of pop J ation in 
~u tnble spots . ~ southe n nost clans hdve things in 
C( · io n 1 Ji. th LUY"~I ls of . JO, ·An dnrl the A\ INS of IUNGA; the 
rai n one ein<J a rnjxtu e o c:Ialects 2:1 s their place talk·. 

Se t.th·r onts are L sed on cl_ ns dnd most d{.:.. scent is 
traced t1ruugh 1atril:inr-3l ties. ~1.arria()e seems to be a 
cl.an ffait, }Jut .ooki n at the ratio of males to f-er.iales 
· n the a. ea, hir . .. i u c. sug(:)es t int_ •narriage ,. d take pl~ce 
~l thou~h all ?ro 11r: en ~. ed t rtis . oi~t contrary to 
Lr . Car, en er s Put rr-1 1n . eptel'·1ber, 19, l. A sut'plus o · 

~es vxist~ anrl + 1ey couldn't give us an ans~er to ov~rcome 
t· .i St .. xr.ept fo interr a . riage . 

!:;;i.ch clJn ad a., headrian .:md usually was an eldl>rly 
1erson. H: ~ s . 10""·e 1f i nfluence only ce tred around his 
i:eop ~ arc no =}rNJp seett i c·1 om5 nd ... e th . othE?r. Al though 
Lt has, )een rp·)·Jt~t ·d t};31- • e .".r ·op,J '.:)axe fear~d by '11 • 

OS t C tans ar~ VIPl( d to -i '~ i:ir St.1aB. enion and very rarely 
··~rtur~ outside ·.1eir conCn s. ~ 

~s a rerult of 0u1 paLrol f"fty fiv new 
1 

ersons were 
~.' s'lss d ··rid ·e 1lC1de first contac t with sixty new 

\tfh.~ L L ,_ tH only -ten ·ti ve wou ct . e 
! · s :is hec use or:i duplicatiof":I may 

/5 
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have OCCUrred 2nd ast census books Wt' ·e unaV . lable at 
time of writ·ng. Census :.n a primitive a ... ea is hard to 
carrv ou~ and lack f interpret.a ion leads to a.1.l kinds of 
overtures, Mainly the U$e of fake names which on the next 
census can't be recall~d, t.rns giving un-':rue numbers and 
difficult"es in compiling. 

It is not my intention to delve into U1e social 
aspect of thesP people, as Mr. Ber , Of ficer-j_n-Charge 
the patrol will deal with aspei: ts of this. 

We visited three maln groups in our search, ~amely 
MURRAY VALLEY. ; INUMIN conprising three villages of 
NU3Ul , AUKOP'iil , DA3REBIP and TABLEP "1 ! c.ind the K ' I 
co prising the villages of IAYEDIBMIN, BABREBIP ~.d the 
ne~ly contacted olace could FUElUU or as the foreigner 
called it TERBEP. ~IN. All these pla~es were visited in o 
to seek knowledge of where to look as otherwise it would be 
like a stab ·n the dark to try to locate persons in the are • 

The people of the area revolve their liVf)$ c:iround 
man's three greate~ t ne s - foo 14 , shel te1' and clothing 
al though not muc11 emphasis is put Gn the latter as p(!n:i s 
gou ds and na.c-row rass skirts ar ;.he order. 

Trade goods 2nd steel have entered the area com 
mainly from the A~tI . rs and the :~ Y Vt--.LLEY people. It 

____ s __ e~_,em that adj a « ~'nt ~roup$ do associate nd rnaj nly trade 
in :ioods such as bows, a!'rows, pigs and maybe women for 
stae~ axest knivc an article~ of clothing including 
las L c necklaces Some mirrors were e.rj dent but ew, ut 

quest ~or s~eel goods plays a dominant rol~ 

Jearly :ill mer: in the arPa had some ar·*i cJ cs of 
Europe3r'l clothing_ and this didn't exclude he village cf 
first cunt~ct. ~eir neqd are simple and can be c rried 
in V,e small bilum round their necks, plus maybe aD axe 
o!' 1<nife. 

'file , eople we visited are aware 0£ tl ~ Gc1vernment 
and any implicatlons are by the way. The·,,r :,ee it as some 
power but nothing sub i~ antlal .=is they are only int.,.rested 
in m teria! goods; conseq~ently the GovernmPnt exist~ as 
s mething uod-like to them. Fu~ure oatrols will I om ;re 
give them a ~ettcr 9rnunding of ~ove~nment work. 

eir own comnt,ni ty is not in£luenced by any external 
power, although U·ey arc dep-~nden on others in t. eir clan 
and sorcery is th0 domi ·•ati 9 factor of h ir lives. I 
fe~l the trans'tion from their present tate to on~ of 
being under io ,Pr .ent in_luence, will t~ cne et ·imental 
to them and s uld be ea efull considf?red, due to thP 
fact t ey are so remote and no re ct·on 1 likely between 
them and more sophjst·cated groups. 

I~ all areas a vi_lage con·tabl. has been Alect d 
and to date his only duties are to maintain trac'. nd rest 
houses. All now have villag books , their nnlv h~rlnP of 

' - -- _, -
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office ex~ept for the I BLEPt IN 'lH;n who we were able to fit 
out with ,lulu, jumper and belt etc. This par"ticulat per:;on 
was elected befqre ._ had excel lent rest houses 
constructed. Al so 1ABLEPr.;rN j s sit ated in th heart of 
the BLUCHEH Census :)ivision. 

Politic 1 edudation at this stage would only hindeI 
progres5 and until direct interpretation is obtained no 
such ttempt should be made as there wculd be doubts about 
the l gitim~cy of talks after being transmitted via several 
perso s. Totally inadequate , but was the major problefn 
enco ntered on the patrol. 

Firstly the grou in the MUrlRAY VALLEY ~t a village 
called DANEGEN. The ared occupied by th:se people is north 
of the BLUCHERS on he eastern bank of the ,,ruRJl~Y . lbey 
are an extension of the t-Rv HAY VALLEY folk and speak a 
distant dialect of SELTIMIN. 

Al . ,ough a patrol has heen through the vill 9e b~fore 
it was claimed that sone of the people had not be censussed 
and in frtct .J seen a Governm~nt patrol be ore. TI&ese 
peop e may Le ~laireed as a semi-initial cont t, a though 
some persons may di r e w· th th!. • 

Customs, cultur~ a d svcial life is very much the 
s am as e MUil Y V L' and al thQugh they coulcin • t ,-:onverse 
free.!.y wit. the BOLIVIP carriers, relative .informatior1 
gained. 

No accurate figure can be gained as it i~ only 
arsay. These people who were contacted are supposed to 

h3ve just recently migrated to the east ~loser to the 
:~lJT.RAY thus coming under the inf 11J~nce of the local 
inhabitants . 

'Ihe other group from F E :DU or ... RBEPHIN is 
c rtainly initial contact. They are situated about 
mile: west of thP ,~URRAY HIVEn at a cosi t1on ubout 
where the BURNETT flows into the SThICKLAr D. lhe 

ames are F~'EIDU, KIOKU and on:rN rou nnd ~ach is 
one hou~ e hamlet. 

lne people belong to the . AI group and s ·~ ak in 
a di lPct cf the same narn~ 1hich appea1s t be a m1xture 
of the ~II · , FINIOLS und maybe UBOR; 

The people werP tall and wiry and i excellent health­
with few apparent sores, corr1mon in the area . Two c '!llc;es of 
"'Jril l~" noted. They told us they have pl ty of pio tt\:!~ts 
and. the high perc€·ntage of pro ein rr bably act:o· n ... : - for 
their good he lthv Also their remotenes and isolation 
tendencies kept them from any contagious sickn_ss_s -in the J:ea. 

Th· rty na. es ·ere 1 is ted and the breakdown .is twenty 
adults i

1
n<i ten children... Tre;re were 10 each male and ft?male 

adul· 5, I~ 1 ~?rried PXc~p . fo r on~ 19 yeor old male. rt-i(~ 
hQa an {t.9E LME) r..Jd two · .. ·1 cc;. I'he nre kdown of the 
children •as six •ales , thre of whom w•re under 6 yeans 
2nd the rest und r one yea • ':'our fe11.Pl0 c i· dren "" 11 ,, _ eroe; a t nder three years of age. 
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Of pa ~ icular note is the· complete lack of teenagers 
and tl-1ei r cl aim that J,:hey don't intermarry -Ii th otber group-. 
"Diis is obviously untrue or spates of marriages occur at 
d·stant intervals. 

Interpretation was a huge problem and after oing 
through six ~ouths it was ap~~rent from the esture~ and 
acclamations of th€ lccals that the tall' t~1at re,Jched them 
was wa'i_'_ off the line. In erest for ·uture petrols one 
ti~FIA/fl:U a male of about · orty years is able to converse 
in KtfBOR from the l~PER S1RICKLAND Census Divi3ion of 
NOMAD Sub-district. 

RECEPilON: 

n-.e patrol was well received when considering ~he. 
relative sophistication of these people. ~ v.~ e willing 
to help and if not carried out satisfactorily it was due 
mainly to lack of interpretation rathe than-defying the 
r<:ques t. The AUKOPl'.'INS se\!:med to try and turn us away from 
some of their numbers hiding in garden houses bu~ a 
thorot.Jgh search of the area soon made th m understand our 
r.equests~ · 

Guid~s were ever willing to accompany the patro1 
and all villages supplied sorne. This was most fortunate 
as it saved us plenty of time gett ng from village to 
villag on a direct cour~e rat er than finaing our own way 
t.hrougn the netw k of tracks. 

Carriers were sought ~ om each village to help th 
permanertt line and in most cases mor~ than nough were 
N.lling ~o come along mostly for prest ~A ~alue i 
~ ccompanying such a large patrol. 

TI-le· newly contacted e~pl ~ of the BLOOHEf' 
FtJETOU's ex re sed that they had heard about pa ·ols befo e 
arid were wondering Vfl1y they had no~ been visited • ey 
wtre waiting fc.>r a patrol to find them and al though they 
sa.d they were a little ~fraid, this was son overcome and 
re eption was excellent. 

HEAlJ!i: 

In general~ h~al th wus good wi .h t.hP. nre :ceil'lote 
pl ac s very good. Septic sores and tro'picaJ ulcer~. er 
th~ n ain compla.int, ut was r1 l hin9 lik xcePdi r.g the 
1(f,'O of populati on c.s 111eDtion ·1 0 in .. r. :arpenter's re ort. 
It wo ld be about 10 ... 15.: nolv af .ecte • ''""ril p•• as also 
evirle~t but on a very snall sc?le an less than ict: would 
l ave · d ·any signs of thi5 skin di ease. 

tJo c.ioubt more protein v1ould improvi? thP; r health. 
but I feel they are able to obtrlJn this by , tinn th . 
l~rJ~ ~!imber of rep7.il -~~ in U1e area, ratho1 tht..n r·.:. t their 
skill aga.i.nst the l:i ~er a1ii aJs. ' 

Tt also appears ~ a esult tof clo~ 
i : s the e ff~ c t o i i 1 hr e ~ · - .J h u ~ ma • r~ i ': _ r.1 (lT k • 

e ·id nee she ,-s ru- ny f;h /sic. :~ l defrcts 
de\ccts wo~1ld e_ ~race~ 1-w tbos -:.1u_ , i ii·?cl :,­
unc(lors t-and1n3 , tnJ. s JaLt _r. s ' a .1.errenr- ..::!·-,ri_:;c ~ 
so c~e~i~s~ · -

OU , 
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Sickness such as l\3lar3 a was not evi ~nt: out it 
was n . ticed that rnosq i ' es w:>re proninent and they wer@ 
probdbly c\1ecked y t e dr, ~ 1eather durinJ thi~ per.;od. 

1~r. r:uli t~of-fin an ~po ,-,cc Jfn! ani· d thP patrol , 
']dncd tl.e people's c0nfidE:~r.c .:ind was c:ible to dminister 
rre d cines and r•Jgs tv those who des)red it. It was 
pleasing to see most people t0ok benefit of the 
opportunity dnd receive treatn ·nt. r .~r . ~.,offin 's 
efforts are to be coDr. ended as he tr c:1t8d loc~ls and .kept 
t.hv patrol personr(ll r10b j le. 

n1e ..;re 3 ·es probl m encountered tl roughout the 
patro was that of interpretation . In lots of cas s 

l)nvers. tion w;_\s enl y pos r: j bl e y ~1sing five ur six 
intf.!rpreters. ConseqJentl/ an~ kno·ded')e 9aJned could 
only be t aY. ~n as tc.n t ti ve tiJ 1 such ti. e . as direct 
interpr tation js obtai~ed. Prev5ous patrols have tried 
to obta5.n young en who were 1illing to le.- r n ~otu a:'Jd 
Licg·n. ~c f~r notling has eventuated as thesP per sons 
frPt 3nd are ho eless out of ~1eir envi1onment, ryain 
lc1cr uf 'irater' retatio hBc Lhe downfall. of this. 

At o::rescnt tv10 boys a e at ~~ at d .i · i~ 
tl e l .st 1t lon~ enourh to accc~pany future pa~r 
n-.ey ea~"\ und~rs t ~:; ~rl : •• ;Ii d.i .JlEct . 

U.-1ti.1. dirc "" t i--.t~::;·1etati'"}n · :::, 'Jc:l~n d I tl ink uture 
p -t.rol.~ will do ~01 <.; harm th .3n .. ood :i.1d tl~us c o nsC1lidation 
hi nrA -r12d. 

To k~e a large atrcl li~e happy •ver dn extended 
per~: od i .- quite a orohlP.m . ond ..)upply S0P ed to be the 
rul1ng facto1 ~nd excP t For ~eri0ds on r0:urply d y$ this 
was ddequatel' cov~~eJ . K;1:.t fro ulJ scrts of comolaints 
the c a n·_;•?! line perfo1med a c.l · .. .:1 hly -- nd .i!!Ch of the' 
succ~ss should be a t,+r; b t .. ,l to h m. 

Unreliable lnforrn 
t i e 5 ' lJ t -'~h j s w r' ~: n t 
1 enJth e:1ed h ~ :1l'ro1. 

us as tr -.. '/ may 
c:nti onJy 

Con~;i dcr ·in t '-e Ji-'-t •2 kno-1lE.d9 kno••1n o J.he are , 
· t·rol flo 1:0 : lm9 smooth :·' 11itt. f_·w hlnor =nces . 

n 1c 
lTI ( St of Ollr 

r: ·_ vr future 
, 1P2 l tL 

• 4-
. L 

fhe ~irea w.:.11 r.o·t be ·~ a 
x~e nse of rais ·nu d r~txol ~o 

b E. "? d t .· V - '{ lf! c- S a ~ r e~ r I ' " 

n an arP a completel: 
The c·.:-.:;t~i'.ter ieonle 

_c llµd 2xtens ively due t~ 
t , a- .. c; , th lS L ·, a::::! ,01 ld 

co i • 

<('..., Ku--r<y . 



~J ... REPO~T • 

REPORT Nffi.lEER: CLC"QBJlP r~o. 2/7 ?-7~ 
DI~TRICT: WESTE;RN. 

·crrw BY: B. r:uR?.. Y. 

iJURATior .. OF PAT_WJ.J: 2"5-29/7/72. 

LAST D.D.A. PATROL: ~~y 1972. 

LhST O.L.G. YAT~OL : lONE. 

MAP REFERENCE: · Y :;DITIONAI. • A S 
S HS '.t.'504 OF THE 
BLUCifER RANGE. 

HO'JSE OF ASSl!.:,.BLY ELECTORATE: 
N0RHT FLY OPEN 
' ""STERN .. i; .. GIONAJ ... . 

The DiF..tr.· ·~t Corn -li.ssio A"r, 
Ve stern strict, 

~ 

. CJJZ .. vTS (;f P .. T.~OL: KlLITICAT. FDUCATIO . , 
ROUTWE A.DHIH STPA "'ION 

A. RE urn ....... 
I? P1. TP.0 , Q ST 

DESIGN TIC I: ASSIS T PJi T:::?OL OFFICER 

!":.,RSONI.CL ACCO :PAHYUG: NUI.AP~NG Tif .. P"J,, Int. 

;m .. EER OF DA 1S : 7 

TOT L l-OPUL. TIO.' F - E . : i493• 

con CIL . ... A: NNE ~o NCII, ARt..A. 

+ 

In respect of this p t~ol, Iattach 

DATE: I 

FIELD on,ICER' (" \.TC1URI AL, FOLIOS 
p,.TROL INSTRUCTIONS 
THE RE RT Al D HY ro·· ISNTS 
AREA STUDY 
UPDATING OF AtL~A 
SITuATION REP0~T 
PATROL t"t P 

TO ( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 
( ) 

••••••••• c ••••••• "' ....... ... .......... . 

.. .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
/1972 •••••••••• ••••••••••••••O••e• ••••• 

a/ASSIST DISTRICT 

-----'- --·----------

I 

I 
I 

:F'i e ro 0 : 

( ) 
( ) 
(v-



The Di trict Commissiono~ 
\Iestern District 
JlARU. 

JWX/JK 

67-3-<: 

30tb August, 1972 

Reference your cinute of 15th August, 1972. 

Report 

Regarc:J. es : of what Mr. Makmop 1 ha e said, it :ts 
fairly obvicus that the tencr of his remarks caused con­
siderable concern ong the Faiwol~in p ople. Consequanti1 
no oppo~tuirl.ty h0uld be lost to reiterate g v ~ me t olic3 
in respect o,f tr t' ition~l custo s. ot only wLd. thi •~ sist 
1n c!ispellin.g any lingerlo.;., d ubts t.nd thereby dist · st or 
res~ tment that ma remain ~ut it v111 lso reassure he 
peo1 le or governm~mt respect tor their traditional <:nstom"' .. 

~ - J r~oll 
C~ .J. P~AR .-hLL )~ 

a/ Jecrotg.a 



PATROL REPORT No. 

• .. ·u .. "L Y 
.... ..... ... .. ·• · .. ..... ... . 

(For recording of rout1r.e information not of a jtuati on report namre, "'Ctionable ett ~ubdistrict or District 

level, and of value t rncceeding officers. No copy is required at Headquarters.) 

·f'et t o 

·-------------
(For further page..:, use foo)Sl'ap blanks.) 

Patr8l .... c::r-1ort ?:o . 2 1;7 ?-Tj_ . 

Go-t. Ptint.-!-792/ISO,OOO.-~. i2. 

<;.1 ':;LyO 

c:u. .. t1.cip ation ia ('Cn e_i.tll r 

be l ' mitcd . Oncb f1l:y 01 .. .: n i sc d fer s 
lJA o(.. ··m: , a cist·.11ct' an L.dvice 

r . orneJ.l is 

i iti ~J. .....,(U\...~t.!0! 

~ cct of Ju t :o!lin 
by f fi e ~ ; • I i:1 

.ua J.e 

,... .r no d 



la&MIR :illlf~X • ., 2/.22-LJn 
Q&.:Q_~ .. '.:'ROL i:o. ?(72-'/3. 

STATION: OL OBIP. 

Q!NSUS DIVISICN: FnI OLJa .. b_.G. 0otncr: 

APO. 

··························································"············· 
POL1TIGA1 c IG HFICJ .. :CE. 

9. .~he peo jJl e of the ares-. can b~ cl'issed as 
unsr., ii ~ ticated al thon~h this ~roup i11 by f r th f most sopL::>tic~ed 
·n tb~ Clsooip rea •. ~ peo~le stil1 l~ld fast to the old way ot 

::i...viv.g and are only interested ln tbe governmti"nt if · concerns 
them physic'1.ly. !'heir p .. sent state is al.a<' emphAsi z,-,d by their 
appar~nt bus living. 

10. Out cf hi aria~a the question or just how 
much do they understand about the prese·nt s ·st. em of go'lern11ent. 
'l'his patrol found that knowledge to be negligible. 

11. Enquiries found that t~e lllRj'lt"it;' were actuall1 
terrified of Self Govey-naent. It mainly 1:eritlt•d aro nd the thought 
of the varlous transport organisations and expatriEt~ complete 
wi thd.r wal. from the country. his was at:r·aighten~~ out by means 
of verbal and demon tratj.ve type lecture. :"/.A.e people were 
uaed to help demonstrate the House of .e 1:mbly and lf Government. 

"12. Most were quite e11t.husiastic and 4'njoyeu 
the part.ic pstion. A lack of compltte u~.'.l.C1!rstanding ·a the re~on 
for non questioning when asked. I :feel i 1~ was a aucces :tul attempt 
and \lf&S on y hinde1·ed by lf .. ck of numbf,rs. 

TRE.NTIS IN ~co NO' .IC STRUCTUR1'. 

~3. The Fai~olmin :.rea s 
tern'.'3 of financial assets compared 'Ni "h the other groups. 
Beca~se of its relative ~loseness to the Gtation most men haTe 
managed to monopolise the llUmber of~ casual work offered at the station. 
The Montfort Catholic ?ission at Bolivip offers o "X>rtunity 
to some for a small wage in om" when w~rk ia avail . le. 

ApArt from these t1~sources money filters 
the area b1 means of family ties ~f~!hose working at Tabubil. 
due to family ties money comes ~n from Tel~fomin but 
how much is indeterJlinable. 

5. f.s yet no cash crop h s be-en given he go 
aho!!ad. 1 ar..y sti ·.;gest:ilons have been made but enquir.'iea ~em to 
have received little response frO!il the various groups in the 
lo•er ar~a of the ,festern Di trict. Hark~t Gardening seeme t o 
ba the best suggection s their is :Uw -- ys 8 rlemari.d for fre ·h 
vegetabl s anu m~rkets in the i~medidte area could be found. 
The cli at~ of the nre would be.;t Rui.t this crop and so far a 
variety of vegetable h ve be~n grown but no~ on a large sc..ie. 

~. Recently I have rec~i~ed an enquiry into the 
~c5itility vf est blishing a store at a village level. Th~ t o 
enthusiastic enquirer•~ a re not worried about the fact that 
irregular upnlies cou~ .d deetr,,....y the ·.renture . 

It is not worthwhil• ~i'proac.1. · r..g any 
art .1ent for the initial ou .. la.f becuase most wol.ld consider 
impracticable to suprort 6Uch a venture in this are • At 

· ~sent the· r cap i tRl j . f; s1 .. aJ.l but may r;row and r r o er b.-c u s ,. 
f'>Y r~ a are of t he pitf~: ls . 



OLSOBIP PAT •• OL No. ?/72-7;2. 

18. ~hey ere arlvis~d to take tl.~ proble rr. to the 
Mission which may be able to take them. '""he regular supi:J y of 
goods to the Mission and their attitude towards th welfar~ of 
the people may see a small idea like thisrise into a prosperous 
ventur~.The Rlatter is under coneideratio' l°'ythe .·:i.ssion and it 
will advise this office of its decision a aoon as it is ~vailabl e. 

19. A fp;r ·i Ji t.e- d scheme -·o rt h~ ... .... ea is the po si. hili ty 
of a hydro electric ~t'/t~li/J po ·v er s t a tion. It ·hould not b" cv !r-
look•d as the potetlalit. is there. Of course the cos t would 
be e~v1ioous and will no doubt have to be left until another 
d&J'. Still, it should be considered. as foorl for thought and 
if it WJre able to be tapped it could lead to unknown prosperity 
for thf District. 

TR~NDS lN THE SOCIAL STRUCTURE. 

20. T.l ~ education standard of the area 1• boosted 
b1 two schools in the immf'<li&te area. It is dietressing t.o r port 
that children from the Murray Valley h ve returned horn to their 
villages without c mpleting the schoo..1.. y ar. Five o f U • c hildren 
were in standard one. Their return is due to a lac~ of 1 d o 
sustain them during th•ir 6t y ut the school. Otherwise t ~e c ool 
is developing well. Standard three are gi v~ n their lesson n 
small groups which enable th m 'to help e a ch other. This :ls r n 
adopt ·.on of new methods by ' :i.st r Germaine And appear to lfe v ery 
s .ccessful. 

21. The Olso ip Primary "~'' School is following j, 
trer.d of an ?utb~ck ~chool. Students s:tr~ not <launted by th 1! t~oor 
sobool buil iing and R.re very regular attenoers" 22 stl~dents at 
for tht! standar six finlil.l exe...m, tl.~ fir t time it has b~. n held 
at thi school. 

22. Medical f 'o\cili ties tP available ~o thit> area 
ar~ quite goo~. The Mission l rovides a well etocked hc-1api tal ana 
a i::.raincd nurso wh1 le "> .R .1. provi.dea two 1nediclh or<lerli: s at 
the station. The l' ople l not make full se of these facilities 
ann as a result 10 people h v~ died in the l · st two months. The 
Mission was not advised of the e · tuation and thus did not send 
a edical patrol to the ~r!: • he medic ord~r1 ., sent from th 
at tion did not enc' nnt.,.:r a nu mb r of ..... eop: e bee au e h y 
refused to come in !ro~ tbe 

23. 
a welfare cl i nic at 
advenced pnuemonia~ 
the '\".!Cil".1 t y or 1 ''>0 P"OP wit r.ia ny 
from the present spate o f pnu~mon;ia. 

h o ds ~.,i.~ 
40 c s s o f 

r a te d 1n 

riRi l• v 

24. The s . io. 
ptitrol but )las i,.,~m a i s e< t c 
~uch better cond: ion. 

25. 
for a de t h ha 
the pre e11t 

nur s e o ul 1 . k t,J m k " 
ai t t t. · 1 the t, r ~k.s r'l : n 

a in., 

I 









Re )tt n m\:.er:: OL "'CBl'F IiJ. 4 1972-7~ 

D1. tr!ct: 'r"EST I "N 

Pa•r1..ll c,mJucted by: E. HUrt.RA-. 

Area pm,11ed: ·~lH!.RAY V ,L.BY C/D 

n,.~.-.:: . -.... _ .--.J ... ,,,._ ,1 ~t!· .Sept - 4th Oct• 
._,.,.UOllV" VI .,_.,,. • -

19 72 
La t D.D.A. patrol: JD'LY = SEPr. 197? 

la t O.l.G. patri l: NOT APPL IC .. BLE 

M~1p refrrence: A.An. 1.r504· .. of the 
Bl tcher C/Ds 

BCGs .T. ,TRIP. i. V. CCINATIOliS 

Object. of patr ! : fQ~~~~AJ..n.WUC.A.T!ON 
. ~tlfJ'T1t'Jt·1:~I ISTR.\TION 

tat10n: Ot.SC·BIP 
~ubJLtrict: IUNGA. 

D ~ 1 gnat\ n: ASSISTANT~J:>mAT~ OL W~FFI~~~: 
Per onncl <1c 1..)mpanying: • OM • 
Numb·~ of days: Bi{~tl : • 1762 

1days 
TL1tal p..1pulation f area: 1245. 

Council area: ?VA• 

Hou.e of A sembly Ele toratc: NORTH FLY OPS?i 
·S ERN REGIO iAL - .._.. ;- - --- ------------

In re.pect of tHs patrol, I ::tttach 

Piel Officer ... j 1r· al fQJ; ;.-,s 

Patrol Instrm:ti ns, 

The Report {lnd my rn ment., 

Ar .a study, 

Updating of nrea study, 

S1~uation Reports No's 1-i , 
Patrol m ,_,, 

To 

In re· µect t f thi patrol, I attach 

Ar -'a wdy, 

I Tpdating of area study, 

l • 

.. ;5.llii~~-
A.;c.;rnm Dist~~1cr 

Alx "-e average ,, 
v/ Average 

~ ~1Jw,/J average 

~~ ........ '. . .... 
D1 tri t C-0mmi i1'.1c:l 



Village 

POPULATION 

TOTALS 
(E <du<lin' A~en tcc ) 

- - -------:-- -------- -
CHILD ADULT 

(U n<l .!r 15 yrs) 
CHI LD I 

. ( U:1-! e 1 y1 ) 

·--- --------
F. I M F. I ' ( 

I 
I 

M. -~ __ _,________,__ I 

BAftAJIII 
I 

1i1 1-

6o 1-
j 

-
1 

' 
2 

!9 

j {.J 

! 

AD1J1.I 

F. 

• 
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·'. c r;nI TIOI:':- BCG, ~/T, "'r/lnt. 

Report number: OL~R 1' 4a 1972/?30 
bjcLt . l f p 'ltr l l: Pol oEd. t GR! , • INFORMATIO • 

ROUTI L .. i..Jr!t:I .>rR ... TION. 

Di. trict: 
~tati n: OI.30BI • 

P,mol conducted by: Mr B., • t-m~raAY. ..... ubdi-;trict: y : r.JNG • 

Area patrolled: 
f>f{TRP .... " Y V4~LEY C/D fkig1 ation: , -SI :.>l'f'l .. J'1't' 

Last D.D.A. patrol: 

Last D.L.G. pat I: 

4th SEP .• l~th OCT 19';'2 o r~ n ·1 n l 'ml anymg: 

f1;1.JULY-SEPT~ 1972. Nu .bcr of day:~ 
~I T l 1 f 12/ 5 o M,A. 1ta pu ~won area: -

Du rat ion of patrol: 

· • T504. RLiJCHEn C/D l• m 11 area: I 

. .. 1 .o. 
1 ?O:... CON 

(176?) 

Map reference: 
Hou e of A~embly Et ctor te: Nort:.i. ~,ly 0 n 

Commissioner, 

District, 

In resrect of hi p wl, I attach 

Field Offi er · J1 1urna1 fo~ i 3 T 

The Rer )ft and my comff1cnts, 

Area study, 

1 ~rxlating f area . tudy, 

DATE: ; · f 191· 

The Secrctary1 

Department of the Administrator, 
Divi ion of Di trict Admin:strati n, 
KONEDORU, Papua New Guinea 

............ ····· ········· 

In resp:tt f thi p?m. \, atta h 

Area tudy, 

[)at :1 l( 119 7 ~ 

_____ .......... tern.- .Re ioAal o 



12/9/72 

11+/fl/?2 1 

. 1?/9/72 / 

2019112 1 
l 

i/9/12 

POPULA'I ION 

TCIL·\L I B L ITEEi~ 
E'. l11,!1n!.! . ~ ente• ) 

___ _I 

CHILD , l lT 
(Undn 15 yr ) 

1 

1--. - --+--· 
-'--~; _ . __ P.~ 

·I CHILD I n LT I (1Ju,1u 15 yr ) 

' '~-.---1 
F .• 1 F. I M. .. L 

I 

59 - 9 . -
66 

4!) l '+7 

I 
,a / - - 2 -

13 

'+9 l '+7 
I a., I 6S 

"I" 2~ I 1 

4t7 l -
I 
I 

:1 -
- -
- 1 

- -
- 2 -





PATROL REPORT 
Rep~'rt number: Olsobip 

,Jcst;crn 

., '"°. Obje b l f parr. l: Land Invtotigations 

Stati1...n: Olsobir 

Patrol c nduLted b : .!!I..... You~.1G• 

Area ratnll d: l!,ai7;ol. in ..,,, . D. 

~'uhdi ui ~t: l:i n.nga. .. 

D~ 1gnafr n: Patrol .J.f ~ic er" 

Durnnun ...if p •• trol: 5/12/72 ··· 14/12/72 Per l)nnel a, c1 mpanying: :li.1.. 

12/1/73 - 18/1/73 
tat D.D.A. patrol: Olsobi:p b. }-19T'/?3 Number of days: 17 6.ays 

lci:-t O.L.G. r~ttrol: 

~hr referen e: Slutcher ~eries ?504 

T ,1tal p(ipulati n Clf a ea: 1, 1+9; 

Council area: li.l 

The District Commissioner, 

estern 

DATE:) 'l / l..19 )J. 

Th Secretary, 

Hou..- ' f A sembly Ele rorate: 'k>rt 1 ·ny 

In re .. pel.°:t .-.f this patrlil, I attAch 

Field Officers J11uma l Folio 18 T '19 , 

P~trnl Jn. trl.!"tions, 

The Rep0tt and my c mments, 

Area ~tudy> 

ipdatmg of area study, 

, 1ruatil10 Report No'~ 1-

Patrol map, 

Department of the Administrator, 
01'-lis· n t Di trkt Administration, 
KO~EDOBg Papua New Guinea. 

In respe · of this ratrol, I attach 

Area study, 

Updating of area -.tudy, 

ituati· n Repor .. No' . 1-

1. ' . ..,rnn Hea l iuarter ns e ment ,f 



J"WK: SU 

ai r 



PATROL REPORT 

Report number: 6 _ 19?2/7} Ohject f atrul: 

01 trier: ' T • tat1on: OiilP . 

Pntrnl ·o.1dt.:cted by. 

Area ratrolled: C/ 
~ 

Durat n of patrol: 6/.3/?3 _ 

l 'l. t D.D.A. patrol :Ju 72 cla7•· 
La ·r O.L.U. pam>I: Hoae. 

ouncil area: . fop refe renu:: 

1-l ;,i , e f Assem~l~\iectorat : or th Jil.J• 

The District C )ffi ni ionc , 

District, 

In re~pect nf this J at10l, I <*tta.:h 

F1 ld Officer J1.)urnal Folt >S) T ~' , 

Pat r )I In truction , 

Tht: Rq ort ~nd rn · mrner.t ) 

i\~ea tudy, 

lJpd:ltln of area tudy, 

Situati-.m Repo1 t~ No'~ 1-

Patr 1 map, 

Th Secretary, 
.~ par~:nent of the Admm1'lrator, 

Oiv1. ion of District Administra~i in, 
~_Q]..JEDOB1 ! Pnrua Ne\ OU1nc?. 

In rc~rcct ·f thi putt l, ~ attach 

Area . uU.y. 

l ,dating cif area ~tt.:dy, 

nt of 

Pat; l Rep rt. 

; 911. 

Abov~ average 

A1,.erage 



are ,1f 

Cen us 

1,/)n.-
· a;:s;i 
9/3/i 

I 

POPULATION 

T TAL . 
(E. luJin Ah enrro) 

AH [:.'T[f:, 

(Re-1d1..nt '\ t iJ e lJ 1 · •e 

I I -- ·----- - - ! 

CHILD 

1 

ADUL r / CH!Lr / I 
i (Un ' i5 ·r:i) ~~nJer 15 )~~ i 
I M F. I I F. I I F. I f. F. 

·'------~, -- --'- - - - - , ------ , --=--
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