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. AU8U8t 1 1922 

• 

• 

:ur. Georgo Buxton, 
Donglaa, Arizona. 

~ dear Buxton: 

• 

• 

Bncloocd find copies of lott3rs to and . 

from Yr. Ronstadt of Tucson. also copy of rir9 roport to 
• 

the Chambor of Commorco. wh:ioh is for your jnformtion, 

bnt ploaoo ko op oonfidentioJ. ~ 
" 

KLJ4 

I 

• 

• . 

.. 

Yocr c VrirJ truly, • 

• 

.. 

-

• 

DOUGLAS HOUSE 

• 

NOUa&a Uf 

DOUGLAS. AftiZONA ••••t:lt. AflJZOHA 
HOOAUIJ, A.-JZON4 

WIIDL.IIAL. 
FRUITS AND PRODUCE 
GROCERY SPaCIALTIES 

Col. Ed Fletcher, 
San Diego, 
California • 

Dear Colonel: 

• 

DOUGLAS. ARIZONA 

!.!uroh 11, 1922 

I em enclosing herewi~h copy of a letter received 
by our Chamber of Commerce from the Automobile Club o~ Ariz-
ona. Evidently thie letter was wri'tteri after the announce-
ment wae m..'1 de that the s~r, Die~o-Yuma-Ajo-Tuceon-DooP'l n e-
Zl ?aeo ro nd would be ei~~P.d by the Automobi~e Club of South-
ern California. 

Knowin~ how we feel in 3outhern Arizona, I do not 
need to tell you _that thiE letter was completely i~ored • 

~. rtho dee, with h is asei stant, :..:r. ·.·/oodward. was 
here t his week logging the rond to El Paso. In adc11t1on 
to thd r eRu lur sipn) the~e 71ill be aux.ilary ei2'nSrendinR as 
follows: ' 

A Ul: E.C:.~~ HIGH .lAY ----30RD~?.L U:D ;tOUTZ 

1 t h ink 'luc eon wi 11 si p.n in a bout, the s :ne l!l!lnner. I be 11eve 

• 

1 t ie n eood idea to pu t 'the 3an l~heud· Hi p.hwey s1~ne on this road 
now a~ far es Tucson in view of t he fact tha t the ·Bankhead · 
-le . the · best; advert1eed· Southern· Hi.rh~v. . a.1u1 if .:r • 
lioundtre~ aoee move hie Hi,rhway to the ::l~peri or route we ill 
etill ru:ve the si~ne on our road. which ia more then he has 
done to build or eouip t r.e eo-called 3nnkhend Hirhway. ~rom 
converE11 tion I have had with people in Tucson, Bi ~bee an here, 
~he general ideu is. not to £pend any more money on .oundtree. 
You huve probably l oticed he hue ~lreudy announced from hie 
?hoenix headquarters that th~~e ie & strong deonnd from many 
quarters for several ohanRe~ in the present route of the ,ank-
heqd Highway, and i rj timates that, all eections in'terer'ted ~hoold 
be on hond with many votes. <.C'~> . 

ur. ~rtin will Write the Automobile Club o~ 
Californiu in n few days, eu~~esting the publication 
of a-map emphas1~ing the ~orderland Hi~hway from 
Son Diego to Socorro. At the enme time, we thin~ it 

• 

• 
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~2 E.F. 
3/11/22 

would be a good ple.n to show the Na tio nnl Old l'ruil!!, ~lythe 
and other roads in fine linea. I am sure all of th~ towns 
along the border would like to buy considernble quantities of 
such a map. ~very or~anization ehowinR its imprint on the 
maps it dietributea.-. ·./hat do ~ou think of the idea, or can 
you. lll!l.t:e a better sug estion? ·:1e don't wnnt a l;!enernl map 
giving equal importance to all the routes. rle wnnt a map made 
on the order of a railroad map, showing our particular route 
as THE b!AIN ROUT3. 

.·;e have not yet been able -;.o ob.tain chanP.'e in- .!nddock's 
plan, which will give nid to "the Tucson-.-\jo-1\.lmn route, and 
I am afraid the present administration is tied up nolitically 
with the Phoenix bunch. Our only hope is throu~h the in~luenoe 
of the Secretary of ·,'/:;.r, ineis:ting on the Ajo route bein~ · . 
~iven ~ederal aid. 

I am gled to know that you intend to coma over with 
a carload of boosters in April. I think it vill be beet for 
your party to make the trip throu~h to ..Cl Paeo, ~toppinfr at 
the towne which are on the Borderland Route and stop in Phoenix 
on your return. On the Southern Pucific as far as Tucson, 
~rrangement~ could be made ~o attach your cer on moot any of the 
treine which run several hours apart. In Tucson you coulo l1ave 
a train in the mornin~ or 1 n the c:fternoon. I am elJ!"e en nrranP"e-
ment could be mede whereby the party would be brou~ht in ~uto­
mobilee from Bisbee to Dou~lee and board .1our car here at 8 o'c ock ' 
p .JJ., mal: in~ your niFht run to .c.l Paso. ./e would arranP"e for a 
luncheon or dinner here,(or rAther ht our privn"te club in Af!ua 
Prieta}. I truet this trip will materialize as it will ~i ve ue 
great pleasure to greet youreelf and the other Rood booetera of • 
San Diego. San Die o and the towns on the border muet stand to-
gether if they want to get n~Jhere in the Tranecon~inenta~ traffic 
business. 

GBB:LD 
1 enol. 

·.11th beet wishee. I am 

SincerelY youre)V 

' •• 

. . 

• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

Inroh 
Pour toon 
1922 

• 
• 

• 

ur. Goorga E. Bt~on, 
Dougl a.c , Lr 1:: ono.. 

· LJy dear IJr. Ruxton: ,. . 
I am glo.d to set your lottor of Ucroh 

lltll. Inolo..,od :rind c py of lottor -.:r1 tton b:r tlxl 
Tucson C11nr.:'bor or Cor.!!!eroo to tho Automobile Club 
or ~ottthorn Col1fornlc.. \'mich iu m·nlcnntary. 

• 

Tho Auto ClPb havo ti1eil• am :;irnn 
from Lo o lUlC'ole o to i':DJltJau C 1 ty CUld Ito .. , York t1troll)h 
llor'Ulorn Lrl~onw. ~hey ere tto illl·co t orconizctlon 
in tho uorld and t o moot ofii cion t. o.nd can Diogo 
antl southorn .. ~i::onc. conn otot .,ll u1 th El Pa.no and 
AJ.buquorqUO mmt the "c.mO bonofl to QO llctr ·thorn :.rizons 
10 GOttinr-. For th t ztt) non tro tant thn .Auto Club of 
~on thorn ~li:rornin o'.r;no, nnd :io o.luo ht.:.Yo uo objootion 
to lmvlnf" the Auto Ci·Ib :l' ~·iz !1l! on t1o uien.n too; 1n 
t'nc:t tho 1 uto Club of : onthorn Cc.1ifornin havo n{!rood to 
lot tho .".uto Club o£ :u.·i:;om put thoir nooo on tho clghO 
rri thou t uny expa roo to tho .t .. n to Club . of /~1~ona.. if they 
oara do do no . 

lhtt .10 U !-"0 UPtortni.:l c\ t rove Otlr dlroot 
ron to - Son j)locro to ':1 !'a.oo - 1 nod by thd Auto Club 
of Southarn -coliforr.·u, thorelr· puttin" no off1C!ially 
on tho n:npo of the I~uto Clu o:r couthcrll Cnl1forn1D.. 
ond all thoir maps nnu litnrnturo. 

I ceroo •71 th yon o.boolntol~r o. bout Rountree. 
I boliave ho i c o.i'to~ tho coin .. oth1nt'!' rnoro. I think 
thO ple!l SUCf!OGted b;T l.Ir • l~nrtin Or.lp~al~~iD.C tho Dordor- . 
lnnd hlr)lrrov 1ft :r1no, and a mo.p ohoula. bo mo.do no onggooted 
I do thinlc.:howavor, 1 t 1o only a. quootlon of t 1mo when 
El Fo.so to san Diogo .muot join into c. nork1ne orgnnt:;atlon 
to furnloh tho oaot with 11 toraturo oho 1in~ thl"' o.dvontac o 
of our routo • . 
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~ho.nlto for tho ouagootocl 1 t1noro.ry. 
· koop you pooto4. 

\'lith k 1lld poroo.ncl roeardo' 
• • Vory c1naoroly youro, • 

EP:.AH • 

P. s • I onjoy :TOur rofrcchin_c lottore w.caod1ncly. 

• 

• 

• 

• 

Will 

• 



• 

• George Buxton, 
Douglas, Arizona. 

My dear Bll%ton: 

llovBnber 
Thirteenth 
1 9 2 2 

The le ~ant rapo:rt from l'hoenix that I have re-
oeiv:-d std.tos -ch~t thJ bond isstte for 2-1/2 million has 
onrr1.ed by 11ooo votoa, with tt e final returns not all in 
If they win t wa.s clone thrlj fraUll and m1orenro3"nto. tion • - . 

.!11 over tilE\ etato of !\rl:om th9 r1ord wa3 
}nosed around f~m PhoenJ; tln t Cnl.if r.rnin h!td ~~eed to 
oompleto tho h~hY!ay to Ehr :tbere if th9 bond. issue was 
put over. I rcooivad e. \7J.re to this cf:feat from 'lltwaon . 

• 

I i:cnd~~"tel~t ·;1~ae tho prf)~r eutJtoritt~s 'Jf tho 3tat·a -
tho 061-Lfarnia l!i,gb7e.y Commiaaion, r.nd. recei vod t; l follow-
ing t9lagram from • B. Fletcher, Chie:i' o.f Dep.trtmen-.; of 
:Ptlblic 'lorks !lnd ccief engineer in cmrge ot the Oullfornia 
Blgbway Commin3ion ~ork: 

"A.nawering yl'\ur tale grcr.l nO\ an bar 4t.i't Cc.li£ornia 
Rlg~ay ComJt.i3s1on has not discussed Bl'rtlle to 
l!econ Roc.d :recently and I think a.n~ eta.tamnt 
oonoe:-ning it must be a. crunpaign canard." 

I !mmed.ie.tely wired the 'ltloson Cba.c:i>er of Commerce 
as follows~ 

".1. B. Fletcher Chief of Board o£ Publ.Lfl Wm•kB oon-
trol.ling Sta~ Higlniny Commission wires that any 
atatemeift you mention J!IUSt be e oam~ign ca.ua.rd." 

Another dirty trick, the Automobile Club of 
Southern cal.ifomie. has been conotantly kno~king our Holtville-
Ynrm road, publioly am privately. The :following letter from 
YoSta.y o;r the Automobile Club of Southern CSlifornin to Ur 
Franklin of Yuma., ie explanatory: • 

11Automobile Club of Southern California 

Mr. J. E. l?rnnk11n, President, 
Ywxa Batlonal llalJk, 
'Y'ImB, Arizona. 
Dear Sir: 

October 21, 1922 •. 

• 

• • • 

Page - 2 -

OUr Ur. Salisbury ndvioea me of h13 talk with 70u 
oonoorning oonstruotion of the state highway from the 
0011fornin line westward. 

One of tho oht f oauaea of delay in the carrying out 
of th1o projoot io the o.pparont change in the plano 
of the present Cnlifornio. H :may Commisoion, hioh, 
aooord1ng to publicity given out by Division Engineer 
Pa toh of that body, contemplo. tea o. change in the route 
from the Plank ~oad to the lower or southerly end of 
the oand dune o in ~exican terri:Zory. 

The Automobile Club of Southern California is vi tally 
interested in the completion of a roo.d to the California 
border over each of the more lmparto.nt transcontinental 
routes and we olnsa the r ute by way of Yuan e.s a route 
of exceeding importance to this state, ae shown by the 
extensive eignpostin work done by the Club along thia 
route from San Diego to a point eaot of E1 Paso and the 
carrying northward from El Paso of this s1gn1.nr systEm 
to a. junction \tltll tho Rational Old Trails ro., d near 
llbuquerque. new Liexico . 

• 

The purpos e of tJ:lis slgnposting ayatan is to divert 
travel to the more southerly route, \7h1ch we realize ~a 
tra.velable throughout 1he ~ar, where the more north~rly 
routes o.ro at times blocked on nooount e,f weather 
oondit1 ona. 

Ottr organizntion hns token oxoepti on to t!le methods 
emt>loye d by the present Higmay anthori ies in this 
a tate, not only no to the type of ronda being built. but 
more pa.rtioularl:r tO their failure to complete the t:-unk 
line und intor-ato.te roads. This piece mal cons traction 
pr()brnm we feel ha.3 bam unfair, not only to the etatea 
bordering: California but it has seriouely o.ffeo"..,ea. trans--
continental travel and \'le hope and trust that the co:&-
templated oha.n~e in administration, \Vhioh is a.sEJtt.red 
follcr.t1n,. the com1 election, vril.l bring a e;reatly 
improved and a gresa1 ve program of cons truotion. 

The oppooition of tho Automobilo Club of Southon 
California. to the ao-onlled Plnnk road wo.s based on the 
belief of onx- engineers that it wa.o not practical or 
feasible to Juild nnd maintain n road thru the sand dunes 
but -;tthen the Highway Commiosion of the ~ to.ta or california 
definitely decided upon that route, all oppoa 1 ti on tbereto 
by this organization ceased and at no tirne since the 
adoption ot that 1-oo.d by the Ri hway Commission, has B 
single obj eotion thereto been offered by the Club. Bo\1 . 
that their own enBineera hQve roa.~hod the conclusion that 
the proposed ro1tte is itlpraoti.csl., wtl find ouraelves in 

• , 



• 
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the enme position that we oooupled in 1913 at whioh 
time the engineers of the Club made a oareful. surve 
of the condi tiona of the trey from llilanda to nn d bofow 
the border. 

The wrl ter expa ota to be in Imperial Volley \1" thin 
the nqxt oottple of weoks and 1f it io tho desire of 
your a elf and others at "fwna. in terosted in tho ooapl tion 
of :his impo:tant road, I nill ba ~~nd to mnko tho trip 
~ Yum ood .,o d l~cuoa 711J.'1D and rnenns for furthoring 
... nla impor .ent !ll"Ojeot. 

Awaiting your a~vioa, I am 
Vnry truly yours, 

C. 'E. ~~OS ta,y 
~iald .ioorotary" 

_... ~ 1n1i9 die:-~ol:7 ,gut t~le C!lt·t~r ·~p ~o !.!: • ~l~ tcher nl ao 
to ~ • ta:'"~l!Hd;on, Jll!ll;m.~n o.:." tho .Jo!I'.r::i ..; siot;. . : t"u c ~i vod' 
the J.Oll).~J.ng ·ta(>l \" by ~e.i. ~~ ., 1 := .. :~:>m "\ . .... :.. ::'lJ·~oh~:-: 

t'~a~arin- :,'()Ul' letter oi six·ch I revo n:lt"m: 9tntecl ."ha.: ~a~ant p1.a~~ road bet".veo~ ~1 ;J.;.at~·'l D-nd 
1uu~ J.S .. 1ot p't"l.!U"t.ou.ble c.ntt I do not bo; illVO ... n~ 
mamb~r of higi1way oom.nis a ion has clon.? r!O. ~ ;, 

.~. !3. ~'lo i; ~h ~rn 

A1so thn follotrint:: latto1• from r. D. Da.rlint;ton: 

~dear Colonel: 
I hJivo rGnd. with interest the co"D:t of .rcstay'E: 

lcttar which you ;.nol .., neo ~ -
... The Comniaoio.u ~ be.u not. oi c-·urso, oocl~ s.n:r 

ata .,e~ nt 'tc· t.he ef.~.eo~ that tna Plv.nl:. roud is 
impracuico.l, nor ha.ve \'10 ro£.ohod nny ::nch conclu.oion. 

I; ·ni thout aer lously nf:fectlnt; 1 ts length, e. 
roed can be built pertly thr11 (.ioxtosn f;9rl•i tory to 
Yuma, e.nd thtl!l a.void the sar~hilln, it 77l'uld, of course 
be a. desirable thine to do. If howovor in •ho 
future it de"Vel.o_ps that thia oelmot ·be done, the com-
miaeion is s trollfll7 in f.o.vor of tho ron ... !' •], ... ,l. th,.. 
aandhills. " u "'" • .. 

It 1a m;r ~.erator:dln~ that th'l Auto clnb hnn 
al.WflyB fB.VOr6d uhe route along th.A Enat Eide 0~ 1he 
Southern Pacif io from Ynmo. to Ilili\IHla ar to t~1a 

ammoth \7aah, s.nd l.!aStay' a latter of' cottrse 'ra in 
line with that plan. • · • 

Howevar, it is our intention to pla.co the bnle.nae 
of the stretoh betweoo the High Line canal E.nd the 
well near the a and hills under contract an nromntl"' 
ao possible, and this ohonld settle for all.ti 1;,~ ~.rry 
question as 'tn the route. 

There are some m tters I "7i3h to tall: ovo:- m. th 

I 
} 

• . " 
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you nd would be glad to hn.ve you get in touch w1 th 
me whenever you hll ppen to be in Loa Ang ele a. 

3!nooroly youro, 
B. D. DAnLiliGTOll 

Chtl.1r man " 
Thera is nothing too dir-ey for that Phoenix lntnoh to atoop 
to in their efforto to dofont our YUIIB roc.d. .•rmn they tied 
up TUoeou and. Yunr on the Phoenix-Yunn road they were aimply 
playing n p;aroo of elioins tion, !!.l wn~ in tanding to give 
Ynma ouly a. r11l"t rot'.d, s.nll u {nVed. rood diroot to Ehrenberg. 

Ho·.7 I ~.m \111line to diU up ?200 o.nd possibly 
260 mor~ , tc. cnntf.J ~ t ~he election of the 2-1/2 million doll.ar bond 

isano. By the onrl~T com let ion of the Yunn-I'hoenu r oa.c and 
o. dela;T of ono ~ t ·.·o yr:· · • z in corrunenci; .. r. the co.aetrnotion of 
the Ebrenber .... roCJ1, it rlill cmtoo the tllru trc.\el to come via 
Yuma • ,./ o ab cnad lu v ::s t .:;:, con-'.; 1.::-::r·"~ r ~- t h~ n +,a. ~e of Ar 1z o na 
up thero tt~l'3ll tha ,·oto: ::ro officiolly col:nted ty the auper-
via or~ 1.n the d.i ~~arsr.t cou.t'"'l ".; !~:::!, r~rti cul~l:T .. " !!n=iootn 
County ~nc.. fie t::hould c~ll for n. r~court in com·t, an• fight 
the thin=- cut ·or t·.;n :r thl"r. ~ ~~~t:.~ r . T,nt•s f!'ivo the~ e. run 
for th.oii oone;- no:-;, and i!l tho mc~time we \:ill uriDt'! :Pressure 
to beCl" t ccmpll:lt$ the. 1:-.:; t f: C. of c.bcut 25 cilos in the Holt-
ville -Y·lm r o~. 

There ~ n~ u~c in ("i"':L'P} an:v publici t:r to thio 
letter - simply ~ottine; dc~'ln t brP.cn to.oka o.nd goi~ to it. 
we have 'heen t ricl:ecl - tb!l.t'~ ell ~hare i.e crout it. and 1£ 
they com~lete that ro~~. to EJ":nnbcrg. tha aLllvntion of San 
Diegc ana I:n~ 1•ir-:.J Cr.nt~ti~o • ~.!:G. ·r:uthcrn .ll•i!lC!Vl is tuo rond 
via Ajo, ';'tt.cuC'n, connecting n-n \11th Lordsbur .• If r.e do not 
put tha. t rontl thru "70U nro c.lwn.yo ~ ir. to be on th.., end of 
a owi tall. 

It :-:ao a grave misto.ke the t they -pul.led u.s s.wsy 
frcm ou-r Ajo-~""~~cPc.r• reed ~r1 lt llPd. ~ts ·o ~lcep ·:hila t;he:v 
put over tt.~1:- pet scheme l'hounu to Bllrenberg. I am going 
to urgv Yun::. Cc-turty to itr.rnet:1etet:r ~tcrt in br:! bnild u. !flllBable 
road to th9 Pi~:. Con .. nty line, ll.ac"i mnk every ofi'ort to get 
Ta.cacn to rot b ~ 7 r..t"" ot'r.rplot(' th . li11k Thoeni.Y. to Ajo arxl 
Tucson C:.irt::c~. ,.c:rtnr. c\·~r 100 r.: iles of travel noroao the 
oontinont. ~~ ···c.r -·cnori,n1n~. lu:.:.; nf .:i··iu.!. l :; tli ei t·.~· con-
struction of 7.hi '~ rot:. , u . t .. I bel ·cove ::;; a~: ·::in in 'ti~ 
for a. pn·.·cd hif:h'I.'Jn•..' t:..lonr li i~o bnrd.or. · ~ r rJ.! '\, n.ll f.et 
to other f:::onm :-;1 Pn.P.o elorr . ~ 1or dPr to ~en DleP'O end 
oreo.to o.n o:-r:o...~ir.nt1on "thr.t cc.r.nvt 1 u ~r · ~ad u.J.• aJ<'Jin. ·.;B 
will otay HI tJ1 1 t ~\n1 !l ve f ot c. l i _ h;'Th~; thnt .1e n.re entl~led to. 

Yourfl ~inccr ly, 
En' :l{'Lli I:D J~ETCl t~H 

oo- Judgo ~ostover 
lJr • Fro.n k11n 
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