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tween San Dernardo and from GCovernor Alverade

This ro anch called . Dernards had & front on the heach at

the mouth of MHorro “ay where the town of ¥orro now stands,

.,

was eppointed Justice of the
o,

Beand

‘sace atb

In 18414 Don Vicentie
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home on & hill now known as bBlack ﬁili Zernardo
Creek cveriocking !lorro Bay, =né ehout two mlies east of
xwrwa Lock,

mt th

: :t. f R - W‘? ; g '°:~ & i i & A0E e "“*t‘ ; a Wi b o AR o R "* - . 4 AT L
t time the adobe was the most pretenticus

ﬁ%“ﬁ$@w¢& in the ﬂ@i‘ wWwornood and was often desceribed zs a

"castle®” or a "greo:

lﬁﬁm}&w f Oor & site npo:

n&t&d‘%y the view <l the great red rock

ﬁiaallx from the limpid blue sea, He admired the long white

that served s & barrier to the wough ocean and &

protection to ilorro Bay. The g@zﬂ@nlﬁwﬁ@himﬁ anc balmy

bDreezes served ag Iurther i’l veaements 80 7o decided to ba

}‘3.}..») 170 gi‘i‘l tb@r‘r@ ™ R o Li}.-;@ t M*gdéﬁ&% m&&, 5’)&“@&”’ - 3 ,ﬁ..l }.nw

dian laborers from the two missions, Sexn Misuel end 3an Iuis

&

@

- Oblspe, With thelr 2id In making the adobe and cutting the

tlaber 16 erecied his home at a cost of over 40,000 pesos




for lebor and mate%i&ma. The walls were plastered with gyp-

‘sum crushed in the neizhborin: hills while the windows, doors

and flooring were brought by ships around the Horn, from the

United States, The Wimgﬁ of the house c@ntaim@ﬁ.th@ bedroom:
and servants' quarters, One of the wings also contalned a
chapel with a raised altar where t“@ pon and his iamily neld
private services, .

. ' _ . | L
It was 1iun such 2 home that Don Vicente Cane reared

‘his femily and lived in grand There wany & hear and
bull fight, many e horse race and many a fiestas were held to

‘enliven the life of the r&ﬁﬂﬁ. And over his braaﬁ acres

roameé his thousands of head of cattle, h@?ﬁ@& and sheeop.,
According to the lezend, i% is ftold that Dan Vie
cente was so attached to Morro Haek that he requested td&t

at his death his body should be taL@n to the top of the Raek

and there lald in & grave, He died about 1870, but his wish

wa3 nct carried out, He alsoc had a beaubiful horse of whom
he was very fond and which lived Tor several years after Don
Vicentc died., The nelghbors used totell how for many years,

long after master and horse were dust, the cteed could be

b : . “ ; : | <
heard neighing in the courtyard of the mgn”“on and champing

2 ’

10, He B, Rensch,
of the Coast h

Californie, counties
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at the oit, Then on moonlight nights horse and master would
go galloping medly down to the bay. There spectators might
ses a misty form enter a phantom skiff and row away towards
the rock, Thus & weary ghost wes &@stimeﬁ to s¢ unlald bee-
cause a dying request went umfulfill@ﬁ.'

Bven today thlis great, an@regtzﬁg house of Don
Vicente may be seen from the highwey leading from Morro ta
San Luia_ﬁbiSPO, as 1t stands above the road about & mile
and a half east of the former town, It is still fairly Well
preserved but has ﬁ@t been adegquately maintained for many
years., One sida 1s covered with boards, and two others have

the tiles

been plastered with cement., Tar paper has replaced

of the originel roof, The great front docr is still impres-
slve, and is flanked by deep-sst windows, which are protected
by pergendicular iron vars, 1he spl@naii‘viaw towards the
ocean rom the front door is now obstructed by cypress and
eucalyptus trees grown to great size., At the rear of the
house there is a patio which i3 open on one side. Around

the other three sidos there extends a veranda with grapevines

clamber ing over it to the top. The trunks of some of these

vines zre three feet in circumference which indicate that

AR i AN
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return has been obtained from them. At first sight the bay
seems favorable for oysters, but there are several factors
hat present very rezl dAifficulties to oyster culture., The
bay 1s very shallow and ths bottom is more or le%ﬁsﬁon&tamt~'
1y 8hifting. However, wlth cons stant attention Japanese

| 19
ocy3ters might be grown s 16% safully .

Another experiment with S@ﬁ~lifﬁ was tried at More
rc Bay in 1919 when several trousand striped sea bass were
planted in the bay. Since then the bass have thrived to
some extent and they may be caught in the waters of the oay

| =
tocdey.

The bird 1ife about Morro Pay State Park is also
very extensive, DBesides ail kinds of sonz and other land
birde the smboth guiest waters of the bay attrect all sorts
of water fowls and wading birds, During some m@n%hgvof the
year thousands of cducks of all varieties may be seen on the
surface of HMorro Bay, and herons, storks, snlpes and other
varleties of wading birds may be found along tbn marshes of
the bay, One of the most beautiful and @iatinc%iv& of birds
In this area 1s the yellow«billed magple, Its blaclk and

white "pled" coloration and it3 extremely long tail, make

10 . P. aonnot, "Phe Californi: Oyst®r'1ndustry,“ in Califor-

. fish and gsne magazine, ATy NOi Ls TR0,
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