
Dear Mr . Szilard: 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

September 20, 1945 

I really d d my best for you. I definitely 
saved the last hour of the afternoon for you 
the two days you were to be in Washington, 
and I was very sorry that Mrs . Robertson 
cou1 dn ' t find you any\vhere 1 though she tried 
to locate you. 

I did want to get to Chicago but I cannot. 
Could you make everything right wit~ me by 
acting as my ;ersona emissary, and by sending 
me a revision of that memorandum of yours, 
together with any other papers or reports that 
you think may interest me and illuminate me? 
I need instruction and illumination. 

Mr . Leo Szilard 

V~ly 

Wil iam Ben on 
Assistant Secretary 

Met2 lurgical Laboratory 
University of Chicago 
Chi cago , I linois 

yd 
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r. wnuaa ltenton. 
Aaa1at&ll\ Secret&r7 of Suu, 

Department of State, 
Wa&blngtou. D. c. 

Dear Mr. Bento&: 

In tu follovlug I haYe waaa.rtsed for 70ur eonnDieJace 
some of the po1Dts which were made duri g the confidential diaca.
a1on at the l1n1Ters1t;r of Chlcaco. 

1. !he aim of' our pol1c7 •ieht be to create a aUuatlon ln 
which no atoaic bosba are &Tailable and read.7 for l.natan t uae. If 
we would reach an arr&n«ement with Bn.ssia tha\ v011ld c1Te ue aa.ur-
ance 1n this respect (under cond1 tiona 1n which we could be ~ 
that T1olat1ona would be detected and would beeoae known to the 
world aa further diacuaaed below) we would be ln a !RICh ltetter po.t-
tion thea if we were encaged 1n a &l"'llament raee. 

2. J'roa 1919 to 1933 lt waa reas<ma'ble to think of eanct1ona 
b7 an organization llke the League of Bationa aa a poas1ble ..ana 
of enfore1D8 of arrucement1 which had been a«reed 1l:pcm etv eD. 

natlona. fod.q wl th Ins dan and the \1t.1~ri Sla,.• tn L\ doa1uUJlC 
poaitioa 1t la difficult \o \h1Dk of uthode o't en:r-orceaent. It 
appeal"a therefore adT1aable to think ef arranceanta vi \b Jhas1a 
aa agreemeda which could 'be legally .abropted b)-either part;r at 

aDI' '*· . 
3. h these cirC'CUlataacea Ule followiag queaUon appeara to 

be pertineatl Let ue a.aauae the.\ aeae 80.Ch arra.nga .. at b made vi th 
Ba..saia, that- thia &rraa&e•nt le extended t,e all other nation• and 
let ua now enTlea&e the poedbili\7 that th1a arr~~JJC~t•nt 1• abrogated 
•lli1' ....-.n or tan ;rears froa now • dun DC which u.. there were ao 
eecret Tiole.t1olia ·of the arranceaent. lf at \he Uae C1f \he abroga
tion there han ·been la.rge-ecale atoate power 1natallat1ona in opera
tion on the terri to17 ot lto. .. la and other countr1e•, how long woa.ld 
it take \o connrt tbeae 1natalle.t1on• into factoriea tor a.toalc bollb• 
aDd how long would 1\ be lllltil at0111c boaba eeoae &'Yailable 1n 
quard:tv nad1' for lnatant u .. t !he answer to this que•Uoa can be 

- gtun onl;r "18'r7 tentatlTei,- on the baae of certain cueaaea. !he 
arunrar· b six ontha to & 1'e&r on the aa.u~~pUou that certain specific 
restriction• had bMn appU.ecl .prev1011..81.7 to the deulopaent of atoale 
power iutallaUona. 'heae natr1cUoD.a would. dow dOWD. but would 
not COII,Pl.etelt 1llhlb1t the deTelop~~ent of atoatc power 1nat&llaUons. 

4. !he urocatloa of auch an &rl"W'JgeJiellt eeT&Jl Ill" ten reara 
fr.?ll nov Ddcht thua lead w1 thin a tear to the acC1PIQ.la\ion of larp 
quanUUee of atoa1e bomb• which would threaten the audclea t.:f' h~ latio!l 
of all of our aaJor c1t1ea. !he Tel!'T larce co oen\ratlon of our popu
ldioD 1n the e1 tiea - 10~,000 people lin hen in ci tiea of OYer 
250,000 - makes th1e coa.a\f'7 pa..fticula!'l7 ~nerable. 

·-:-~-.;;;~arr;;;.: angeaen.t v1 th lha e1a which can be abrogated. legall;r or 
otheriiae therefore to 'be eupple•uted b7 aoaethin& lin a 
ten-,-ear plan for the relocation of 30 to 70,000,(){)() people. It 1• 
es\iu.\ed that thla would ln-.olTe en expeue of fifteen billion 
dollar• per year for ten 78&ra 11M 1 t appears l1kel7 that after the 
relocation we will at ill han c1 ttea between 100,000 aDd 600,000, 1nlt 
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theT might haft to e 'bttilt b eerta111 ahapee. C1Uea oae IItle w1cle. d fiflT aile a long w1 th a ba.il t-up area o.f f1ftT square 111lea haw been dbcusaed and ere to be f"'u'th r eonside?ed. 

6. :Perhapa the aost serious drmger th t faces ua 1• the ~ of a vu which voul4 arlae aore or leas &UtoaaUcallT if, ln contimaaUon of the prwtaent hlli •• the United and •••1a . n to coapete in p111.D« 1tp lar&e a\ockp1lea of a~ c • .&. 1fa!" ai&b,t lt.realt out tb!a which Dei ther count17 reall7 w: ta. 

e augceeled 8.!'1"8l1ge eat colll.d ael"ft to &TOld th1a danpr. 
~ &r'r' •ent vo ld not prennt a v 1f et thar lta.aa1a or the _ OnUed States actuall7 Yalled. to go to war with the other. It ~ 1te hoped, howe'ftr, that if for a number of Teare ~ arra.zteement hu 
vol'ltecl aa.\1afactoril7 and 1f there are no .troac tntei"D&tlonal tenaioJI• there w011ld no deaire on the part of ada to rop.te the a:nangement, knowing that bT dot eo she would precipitate a race in bo pro4ucUon which eight lead: to war at oDCe o.r vi thtn a few 
rears. 

?. If ve cona1der seriou.al7 entering into nch aa arrance~~ent, we ought to now 1n adTance what a.ssurancea ve ahall llltlu.tel.T re ire vi thin th frame-work of the arra.n&e-mt· in order to lte eure that secnt Tiolationa would lM a.tectecl. Cle&l"ly, for thle pupoae 
the arre.ucemat would haYe to incluc!i proTiaiona for 1nepecUon of air.d:nc operations and cena.ln keT points in 1 duatJ";Y. It mq 
d~ ~U.'l howeTer, that lnapectioA carr1e4 out by ~· of so lnhmattonal acenq or ~ A.erican dan -se ta could o.ffer •ufficient assurance. · 

It would hichlT udrable to C1'8a\e cond.UiOil• ba vhicb tlw 
naUn engineer• ecien.tlat2 VO'!ll.d put 1a a po•U1oa to act a.a gua!'d!one of the 1nten:aa.t1onal e.rrance:aent aDd voulcl repon Tiola-tloae 1f 7 oceurnd • . loT tbe sclenUsta and enctneera to plq this role, 1t would be neee .. &!T that the Tar1011a eapion-ce ecta lneofar aa the7 relate to aclent1flc or technical tnforaatton. reYoked eo that ac1ent1de Blld engineer• can e pledp.d. perhapa 1a the form ot a Bev llppocratlc oath to report T1olat1o 

a. tt the anange en\ ould _ roTide for conditions 'Uder which practieallJ ·eTer,r iuaeian ac1ent1st or enclueer vomld ~t leaet twice a -,eaz find hisself on a rtdt in ao count17 outaide of Ba.ula to
cethe!' vith hh faailT, he would be in a poalt1cm to nport a Tiol -Uon and would then be ~.-eecl 'by th~ lnterndioaal ac-cT tr011 hle oblicatlon ~o return to aia. Ass lug international colla\orat1o in the field. of atollic power d .. 1n« that ten or eYen one ere nt of the iluaian eD.g1neen or acienti.ta would 11ft up to their oath. w e»uld be f&1rl7 eure t t vtala\iona of arraage illts voal.d lha detec\ecl d would ecoae lmovn to the world. Xeepift.C track of the ecienUata an4 englaeen 1na1cle Btlasia appear. to ore e1"feet1Te etho4 of 1na ecUon than keep.1Jl« track of the oTem te of urant_u.a ores. 

Leo Ss1lar4 



ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

October 12, 1945 

Dear Mr. Szilard: 

I have been pondering your letter. With the help 
of Harold Lasswell, I am in process of preparing a 
memorandum for Secretary Byrnes and perhaps, through 
him, for President Truman. That seems to be the most 
logical move for me at the present time. 

I want you to know how greatly the people here in 
the State Department enjoyed meeting you at my home . 
I have had innumerable comments on the evening. You 
have stimulated much talk and much thought. Whether 
any of this can be interpreted along constructive 
lines, in the near future, remains to be seen. 

If the proposed conference is held in the East, 
I hope to sit in with you, at least for a few hours . 

I very much admire the way you are feeling 
responsibility, and taking upon your shoulders the 
job of illumination of the rest of us . 

Very sincerely yours , 

/.e~ 
J!rr ~~~~ 
/~~~~A 
e.:c~ 

University of Chicago, 
Chicago 37 , Illinois . 
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:r. :.rnes t Croo s 

1155 ~st 57th Stroot 
Chlcauo, Ill . 

ovembor 3 1 1947 

Le_;o.l Advisor to tho uopartrlont of tate 

partmont of t. ta to 
. nsh:tngton, D. C. 

onr ?!r. Cross : 

.b: , 1'hrshnll ncDuffio inforrnod 10 that h 

had _nfornnlly aubmi t tod to .. ou copy of a 1 ttcr -i _ch 

oant to the . oorata.ry of State on October 25th, 1947 . 

I an thereforo enclosine, for your tnforr.ntion, a copy 

of n letter nd~osso' to the f>ocrotary of Stnto, dntad 

.~ove:nber 3rd, 1947, wh1cL relates to the same subject 

mnttor , 

':::he kind ... ntorost which you o.ro trueing n this 

matter is Teatly approo1atod. 

Very truly yours, 

Leo Szilard 



ovember P., 1047 

Mr. ~rnest nross 
A~isor to the S~t~ ne~rtment 
Depqrtment of st~te 
Was in~tnn, D. C. 

Pursuant t o the letter which T sent to the Secret ry of State 
on October ?.?, ! ~~ enclos~ng a copy of a letter wi t h which 
I ~m forw~rnin, to th qecretArv of ~tnte a copy of the 
l etter sent today to the Attornev Generql . 

Very truly yours, 

Leo Szilard 



·;r . Ern0st A. Gross, 
Lauyer, 
63 \·Jall Street, 
Uc\·1 York, 1J. 'I. 

Dear l -~ . Gross, 

I read your letter to the edi tor in yestcrd~ 's Times and 

I sent a reply to the Tiroo s cf t.rhich you v-lill f_ nd a copy attached. 

I personally be lieve that both our approach and the Russian 

approach to the disarn-.arnent issue is wrong and jf you are interested 

in LW views, you can get a glDnpse of ~hem by reading the enclosed 

draft of an article uh.Lch I "rrote for LOOK magaz.ine . 

Incidental ly, de you think that accusin c; a scient .i.st ~1$' ~.I 

fallacious rensonin ~ may be actionable on the ground that if a sc i en-

tist reasons in a fallac · ous r.1anner he can be no e;ood in h j s profession? 

You rr.ay call r.n , if you wish, a t your convenience aeytil~ 

bettveen 8 a . m. and 10 p . n. at ext. 133, at Ilemorial Hospital , 

T~algar 9 - 3000 . 

With best wishes, 

Yours very sincerely, 

Leo Szilard. 

Enclosures : 



1155 _.a at 5'7th ~ tre t 
C. c ~o 2?, 11 • 

... he 10no1"0.ble oor o c. .nrn !Dll, 
~ orota~J .r ' tnt, 
lO.Oh11[;'tO , D. c • 

.,. d 

.• ;'LU' ~u n to . ¥ 1 ttar of th 25t of October , 
u onclos~.n,c lcttol" nd.d~·oot:;c .. to t 10 Attorn ~ anornl, 

dntoc !o nb "' 3Pc., 101!'7, fo" -·our .~nf tton. 

ory trul"' o wa, 

o f
1 z1lnrd 



November P, 1Q47 

The ~onorqble Georpe C. Marshal) 
Secret11rv of t11te 
Dep~rtment or Stqte 

as M n,..tf)n , '0 . C. 

My dear Mr . Secret-"try: 

PursuRnt to my letter q~~~es~ed to you on October 25, I am 
enc1os1ng, ror our 1n~o~n~tif)n,~ conv of a letter which I 
am send1n~ to~~Y to the At torney General . 

Very truly yours, 

Leo Szilarrl 

Rncl . 



rovember , 2, 1Q47 

T e onor~bl George C. Msrehall 
' Secret~~ o~ StAte 
~P rtm 'l'!t of .~t"~te 
W~s~1~ton, D. C, 

~w de~r Mr. Secretnry: 

'Ene1os@d is for your ~nform<~t:ion a cony of a letter 
w'l'l:teh T ~ ,nt todav to the Attorney Generl'll ,_nd also 
e o th~ ene1osuree , 

Very truly ;rours, 

Leo (:'zilsro 



Dr. Philip C. Jessup 
United Statt!a De rtt:tent of State 
~lashington, D.c. 

Dear Dr . Jessup: 

1155 Eaot 57th street 
Chicago 37, Illinois 
May 6, 1949 

I wond. r vhethar it ·lould be possible for to see 

in the next UJO or thr e veeks. 

As you p3rhaps know, I lived in Germaey for thirteen y ara, 

and observed t clos range its gradual transformation .from Streseman to 

Hitler. Somehow we shall have to solvetthe probl of having a Germ&llY' 
' 

which is prosperous and yet not dangerous. To achieve this will r in 

difficult, even if an over-all settlement 1Jith Russia is achievedJ yet thi 

is a problem which ultimately will have to be olved. 

In the course of the last year I have given this problem o 

thought, and should like to talk to you about some of ita aspects . lt might 

be too arly to talk about such long-rEtnge goals concerning Germa.n.y, but 

later on it may be too late . 

I know of course that you muat be exceedingly busy at this time 

with problems which are immediately at hand , yet I would appreciate an oppor

tunity to see you before you leave for Europe. Perhaps you y find that you 

have an evening vhich you can spare . I could come to Washington or lew York 

almost at &D;Y' time a.t forty-eight hours notice during this month. 

Very sincerel;r yourst 

Leo Sai 



-: -:. 

Mr. George Kennan 
Ceunsellor 
Depart. ent of State 
Ro 5146, N :w 'It· te Building 

December 5. 1949 

21st Street and VirgL~ia Avenue N. • 
aabington, D.C. 

Dear Wr. Kennan: 

I have asked the itors of The American Scholar to 
send you thu autumn and ·int r issue or their publication. 
in which you will find diacussion of American foreign 
policy with a small contribution by ~self. 

May I avail myself of the opportunity ot calling your 
attention to Professor Leo Szilard, one of the leading atomic 
scientists of the University of Chicago. Through his inter
vention wi tb Einstein in l9J9. he has been instrumental in 
bringi.ng the atomic energy program of the United States under
W&'f • The other day I discussed with him the problem of the 
international control of atomic energy. I was greatly impressed 
with the originality and fore of Professor Szilard 'a argumerme, 
and it occurred to me that you ndght be interested in listenin~ 
to him. He is probably goin1? to write to you, and I did not 
want to tail telling you that he is really worth listening to. 
This is more than one can say of some of his colleagues 1n the 
natural sciences, who try to apply their gadgets to international 
attain. 

Sincerely rours • 

Hans J. Uorgenthau 
Proteaeor ot Political Science 

HJlt/dh 
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Mr . Gcnr?e Kennan 
Counse J lor 
Denartment of State 
Ror m 5146, New Sta te Bujld1ng 

ll55 East 57th Street 
Chioavo 37, I 11no1s 
December 9 , 1949 

21s t Stre t end Virp. n 1a Avenue N. W. 
¥s:-~h 1 ngton, D.c. 

Dear Mr. Kennan: 

AS a result of the Russian possession of t he 
bomb, the uublic discussion of atomic energy control 
has tat·en a trend wh1 ch is rather disturb:tng. If 
you can snare the tjme for a not too hurried d1a
cuss1 on of the trroblem, I would be v or y he:opy to 
see you s0met1me it ycuft c nvenienee . 

Clearly t he nroblem cannot be d . scussed except 
j n c C'ntext w"th t he general nT'ohle~·" 0f 'Nestern Burope. 
The nrnb em of r..ermany is an 1 i'/Ortant rart 0f 1 t. 
T under t end t .at ynu nave 1 1 ved 1 n G-ermany for 
s ~motime; I 11 ved t .Arc for a~out ten years. the 
greater ~art nf w~ 4 oh Twas aAsnc1ated 11th the 
Un:l v erq1 ty "f Berl ~ n, e1.d th1 s accounts ~ .. r hans for 
MY part ,culs~ concern for the Germen nrrblem . 

I shaJ.l be "n New York 1\!onday,December 11, 
And exnect o be throu~h the res t of tht week, 
nsrtly - New Vrrk , nP rt1y in Nsah1 n oton . In New 
Yorl!: I she l l stay ~L the Kings Crown Hote1 , 420 'Vest 
1l6th Street, U"iiversity 4-2700, wbere your secretary 
m1 ... ht contact me . Bef0re J.eav ng New YC'r k, I shall 
cal yrur sec r et•ry t r fjnd out if you have time to 
see me , end if you had been able to set a tentative 
date. If you are free at all, and if i t makes no 
d fference t o yru, the second half of Ute week 
w uld b e sl1 ~htly better for me t'an the first half. 

Very t ruly yours, 

wv Leo Szn a.rd 



Mr . George Kennan 
counsellor 
Department of State 
Room 5146, New State Puilding, 
21st St . and Virginia Ave . , N . ~! . 
' ash1neton, n.c. 
fy dear Mr. Kennan: 

1155 East 57th St . 
Chicago 37, Ill . 

Before leaving New York I called your secre
tary who told me that you will not be able to see me this 
week, and suggest~d that I contact you some other time when 
I am east . 

Enclosed you will find a manuscript which 
touches upon the points that I should have liked to discuss 
with you . It is not, however, the specific points of the 
tentative proposal contained in the manuscript, but rather 
the general point of view which leads to this type of pro
posal that seems to require an examination at this time . 

If you should find the leisure to read th1s 
manuscript, I would appreciate your letting me know that 
you read it . I would then contact your office when I am 
east to find out whether you think that a discussion would 
be useful and whether you can find the time for it. 

Very truly yours, 

Leo Szilard 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
THE COUNSELOR 

WASHINGTON 

January 9, 1950 

Dear Professor Szilard: 

I have read carefully the text of the speech 
which you were kind enough to enclose with your letter 
of December 16. This was not the first contact I had 
had with your thinking on these subjects, as we have 
noted others of your statements which have appeared 
in print. 

I shall be in this country this winter only up 
to the middle of February. During this period I shall 
have to be away from Washington on at least four dif
ferent occasions, and the times when I am here will be 
heavily loaded with advance engagements. I would be 
happy to see you, if you come to Washington; but I 
would really require a week or ten days' notice to be 
able to make the appointment. 

Are you quite sure that it is myself that you 
wish to see? I am only in an advisory staff capacity 
to the Secretary, and have no operational responsibility 
or authority. 

Very truly yours, 

Professor Leo Szilard, 
1155 East 57th Street, 

Chicago 37, Illinois. 



lt1r. Ge rre F . I'onnan 
Deoartment of State 
The C unse1cr 
1'ashinp-ton, D.C. 

De r tf.r . Kennan : 

1155 East 57th Street 
Ch~cago 37, Il 1nr1s 
J nuary 30, 950 

I w5 sh o than r you fr. yrur very 1':" nd lett!tr 

rf J nua.T'y 9 . I CArtainly would 11 1 e tr see -ou 

r~~ ne .r ~-~- a.ead of 

t :me when w1 1 he 1n ~nsh'npton; 0 T a1 1 just 

~Ak a c ance and c 11 Y"U~ secT'etary 1r T should 

ha "'en t.r e 111 Ne·:v Yor, b A tween nnw and the Middle 

0f Pebru ry when y"u ere ~ch duled r rr abr ad. 

Very truly yours, 

Leo Szilard 

wv 



Department of State 
Washington , D. G. 

Dear Mrs . Shipley : 

Att: Mrs . Ruth B. Shipley 

Uni versity of Chicago 
Chicago 37 , I l linois 
April 7, 1955 

I hereby apply for a new passport having the usual two-year validity. 

I plan to leave on April 28 and plan to visit the following countries: ? 

A-u-,<~ 
Cana~a , •nglano, nelgium1 Holland , Jest Germany, France , Italy, ~ 

Israel , Greece , Spain, Portu~al td~~~ ~-4_ ~~ 
MY l ast visit abroad was to Bolivia an~ Peru during the last week of August 

and the first week of September of 1952. 

The purpose of the trip is to visit various Universities and r esearch 

i nstitutions and scientific meetinr, s , and vacation during the summer months . 

I pl an to pick up my passport in ashington when ready and would apprec iate 

your advising me at 420 • 116tb Street , ew York , Telephone: Tniversit y 

4-2700. 

Sincerely yours , 

Leo Szil ard 



Mrs . Ruth B. Shipley 
Department of State 
Washington, D. ~ . 

Dear t1rs . Shipley: 

University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinoia 
April 7, 19)5 

The last time I applied for a passport I received it back with the 

attached cormnunication . This was entirely my own fault because I left the 

St ate Department only ten days before my scheduled departure . However, I 

found the 6 months limitation so onerous t hat I cancelled my trip . 

I . now plan again to go abroad and the time again is short . I should 

much appreciate your having an ac~elerated check made this ti~me so that a 

new passport can be issuPd with the usual two years validity. 

I should like to leave in April as early as possible, but I gave my 

scheduled departure as April 28 , so as to leave a reasonable a~ount of time 

for a check- up . I shall much appreciate any attention you might be able to 

give to this matter. 

It is with sincere personal regret that I heard that you have decided 

to retire from the Department . 

Sincerely yours , 

Leo Szilard 
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Office o t'le 
ecrctc: ry o_ C:ta'-e 

Washington, D. c. 
Gentle en : 

J 11 :;o, 1957 

It 10uld be v ..... cy much proo:.L te il'"' you 

1ould kin ly s nd to Profes or Leo Sz:ll rd , in a re of 

he add ~J on this l tterne d, · copy of the s eeoh 

ven by the ecr· ry o Stat on July 22, 1957 . 

quest , 

m 

Wi.;h anks i'or your · tton ion to this re-

e cy t ruJ.y yours , 

"orene Mann (Mrs . ) 
oecret ry to 
Dr. ~z1l rd. 



SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

April 12, 1960 

Dear Dr . Szilard: 

I very much appreciate your sending me a copy of 
your suggestions which might come out in The New York 
Times . We are always glad oi' any ideas, particularly 
those bearing on the troublesome question of Germany 
and Berlin, and while I would wish to study this very 
carefully from all angles before commenting on it, I 
assure you I am gla.d to get it . 

I had hoped to be up in New York before nm-1 and have 
an opportunity to see you, but uni'ortunately I have been 
held in Washington and am oi'i' next week for a visit to 
Hoscow and 1urope . It is possible on my way back I will 
stop of1· in New York in which case I will certainly get 
in touch with you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dr . Leo Szilard, 
Room 812, Memorial Center, 

444 Last 68th Street , 
New York 21, N. Y. 

~ , y ( ) 
-•~ h {(A - ~ 

Charles E. Bohlen 
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DEPAR •1rr . • o F STATE · 

Dee *'•· Adaet 

OD tt.balt ot M'r'. hrley I wish to tMak ,_ tw 
70W1" Wter of A.pril 22, 1960 in vtdoh ,-. enclOHd. 
a H\ ot reprint• of Dr. Leo Szilard '• recent article, 
•!!ow to L1Y~ w1th tM 'Bollb a nd Su.rrlft•• ,. YWT 
_.. appreciate .,-oar ooartuy in "'•ld.n« tbe reprinh 
~ble. 

WU1' • J. Gebron, 
- ~·&ut.-· .r apeaut· "•~ w 

tw Dia..,._nt aD4 A.tlale ••D' 

... .w.., 
._111la\e ldlter, 

B\lll.tin ot the 

. . 
' • I • • . ., 

" '~ .. f r._ ... 
i ,. 1. !f, 
l hl .. • .. 

r. ·,~·~'.l; • I ,. .. 

A.tcC.e Scientinl, 

1100 list S&t•··--· Chicaco J7; 
plsnota • 

.. ' 

., . 
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P~bassador Charles Behlen, 
U.S. Departrri3nt. cf sta·::.e, 
l!aahington, D.c. 

Dear -Ir . BohlE-n, 

u'une 9th. 1960. 

I have an opportunity t o send a communi cation to 

Khr ushchev, t hrough the good offices of a vi sl tine Russian colleague 

wi th ivhom I becarne vor-;; fr iendly . Attached you will find the text 

of the communi ca r- i on tha t. I propose to send. I should apprec :_ate 

any comm:mt that. you or anyone else in the State Department might 

wi sh to make. 

I expect t o trar1srnit this letter to Icy Russ i an colleague 

in about 10 days . 

\'Jith best w::.shes, 

VerJ sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard. 

Enclosure: 



SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

Ju.ne l4, 1960 

Dear Dr . Szilard: 

I .L'ound your letter o.f June 10 upon my return from the 
University of Nichigan and just a fevJ hours before I am 
leaving ~lashington to go to Harvard . Accordin ly, I have 
not had an opportunity to study your proposed letter in detail . 
:Io-v1ever, I have asked some officials of the Department connected 
with Russian affairs to let you have their co~~ents . 

I would, hov1ever, strongly ur ge you not to send this letter 
to l'li' . Khrushchev at the present time . In general, it is 
questionable that a private citizen should be communicating 
wit.h a foreign head of government on general relations and on 
subjects which are under negotiation between the two countries . 
\'v'nile I am not an expert on this, I believe there is a law, 
the Logan Act, which specifically deals with tris subject . At 
this tiine this is particularly true, in vievJ oi Khrushchev's 
present attitude toward the Unite States and in particular 
towards the President . 

11Y first su_g estion, therefore, would be that if you wished 
to pursue this matter further, it would be more aopropriate in 
every way if you would address a letter on this general subject 
to your Russian scientific colleague rather than to the head 
of the Soviet Government . t.ven if so addressed, I vmuld omit 
the parts in ,lhich you speak of United otates Joverrunent restric
tions as the reason why a previous informal gathering of this 
nature could not come about . 

My colleagues in the Department of 0tate dealin5 with boviet 
affairs will have further corunents in regard to the contents of 
this letter and, in addition to the suggestion I made above , I 
would certainly withhold the letter until you have heard from 
them . 

Sincerely yours , 

Dr . Leo Szilard, 
Room 812 , Memorial Center, 

444 East 68t h Street, 
New York 21, N. Y. 

Char le s E. Bohlen 



·ID~~Gadcr Charlef ~. 3ohlen, 
Special ..1. .... s~aovan~, ·:,~ the ...,ccrot, ·:; o~ state, 
U.s. De! artuent c State, 
Hashin&ton, J .c. 

Dear Nr. Bohlen, 

,.r.anJ..:s for 3 cur letter of June 14th. 

JunG 16th. 1960 . 

T shall CiV~ your 

sucg st l on scr2.tt.O ccns:del-a "ions and I a1 .... lookin fo .. ·t-rar · to hoar :::..n: f'urth r 

frotl y ur coll agu s in the 1.J·l-.1.rt.u:m::,, in vht. next few da s. · ·Jh n all t. lG 

infc~1na tion is in I shall nlilke up n:w mind Li .at L do and ho-vr to do it. 

Incidentally, I can be reac:10d over t he telephone a t ext . 133 

at Ne.mcrial Hospital, TRafalgar 9 - 3000, ar, anytiJne bc~w~en 8 a . m. and 10 p . m. 

and I uouJ.(. wail you, and your colleagues, · o foel fre to call .'0, if there i s 

an occasion t o do oo . 

On three differen occasions since 1945 I have a t tortpted to 

ar range for informal d ~ scussions between politically knovTl- dg~:;; able Amer i can and 

Russ.ia.n sc ientis ts . TYw of these at.,t.orlp s colla!)sed because t.he .. 1~rican 

Government frmmcd on Lhe11 and one of therJ c llapsed because he Hussi an Govern-

mont frouned on it. If such c onversations had been held in 1945 they micht 

have been of very great val ue . It is more diff i cul .., ·to apprai se t e value that 

ouch conver~a t:,.Lons Wily have ::.oday. 

In 1958 it was definitely ,, impression vllat our Russ i an collea es 

·1ere encouraged by their eov rnment to enter into the kind of informal conver-

sations t-1. th us tha t Solie cf us had envisaged . At, the Baden Heetin in Jun of 

that year, I gain d Lh · impression, hn1ever, that a change has taken place in 

:~usa ' a and that lt will not be possible t eo r.Dlch be7ond just continuing o hold 



Ambassador Charles E. Bohlen. June 16th. l96o . 

Pugr-1ash l·~etings, unless the ••Ussian Gover nment can be convinced at the highest 

leVel, th t poljticall.r more knoplr.d'J"eable Russian scientists oucrht to partici-

pate in such informal discussions . r,, ·is . ~pression was further streno-thened 

by th experiences oi several American colleagues who visited Ji.ussia in the 

course of the current year . 

LOOK l'Jagazine asked JTl..e to rrrite an article fer them and I sent 

them a draft which they have accepted for publicat.ion. 'fhe article was ini

tially scheduled to arn"ar in .,ru:ty but now I a''l not, sure l1hen it r-will apnear, 

In the mGantime I am circulating it private~ and I an enclosinc a copy for 

your information. 1 copy seems to have -reached Senator r:enncdJ- , judging from 

the l etter attached. Hussian colleague assures me that he can r et this 

art.icle printed in Russia. 

my fingers crossed. 

There is no doubt about his sincerl ty, but I keep 

Hith best wishes, 

Sincerely ycurs, 

Leo Szilard. 

Enclosures: 



SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

July 12, 1960 

~ear Dr . zilard: 

I regret that the rapid and serious developments of 
recent 1t1eeks have delaved my colleagues in the ::::lepartment 
concerned with .::>oviet al.'fa~_rs from forwardin~ their 
comments on the proposal contained in your letter of June 
10 . But your letter has received their most thorough 
consideration, and their opinion wholly supports my initial 
advice to you of June lu that the tiJ11e is not propitious for 
su,gesting informal discussions between US and boviet 
scientists on matters of nuclear policy . I thin~ that in 
the light of such developments as the 0oviet refusal to 
consider the new lvestern plan and their Geneva walkout you 
will agree with this view. 

In any case I express once more my appreciation of 
sharing your V1oughts with me on this vitally important 
matter. 

0incerely yours, 

Dr . Leo Szilard, 
Room 812, 1"lemori al Center, 

u44 ~ast 68th ~treet, 
Ne1f York 21, 1J . Y. 

~cu&MJL 
Charles ~ . Bohlen 



Ambassador Charles E. Bohlen, 
The U.S. Department of Stat , 
Washington D,C. 

Des.r Mr. Bohlen, 

September 13, 196o. 

I have your l tter of July 12, which is marked npersonal and Confidential", 

1n which you express the opinion that the time is not propitious for suggesting 

informal discussions between American and Soviet sci ntists on matt rs of nuclear 

policy. 

For some time now I have h ld the view that informal discussions between 

American and Soviet scientists, focused on the issu of what it would take to void 

a \Jar that neither Russia nor America vrant, might be productive because they could 

clarify what the £!!! issues and the real difficulties are that block the way to 

progress. This view is sh red by all of my colle gues with whom I have recently 

discussed the subject. 

Such informal discussions can be productive, however, only if the Government 

of the Soviet Union understands, at its highest level, their true nature and real 

purpose. The draft ot the letter addressed to Kh~shchev,which I sent you, 

was trritten with this in mind. 

At issue is not whether or not there should be a conference between 

American and Russian scientists in the near future. Clearly, what we need is not one 

conference but rather continued informal conversations b tween American and Russian 

scientists aimed at th clarification of the problems involved. 

\e need therefore a clear and enduring recognition on the part of the u.s. 

Government, as w ll as the Government of the Soviet Union, that, once •uch discussions 

get under way, they must not be postponed or interrupted on account of some setback in 

negoti tions conducted at the governmental level or because governm ntal negotiations 
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on some important probl m appear to b imminent or might actually be in 

progress. Clearly, such discussions would have to continue throughout the 

term of the next President. 

It is not my function to set the date or make any other concrete 

arrangements with the Academy of Sciences of the U.s.s.R. !or informal 

discussions between American and Russian scientists. This would be don 

by others. 

There have been s me developments in conneoti n with the matter 

which was the subject of my letter of June 9, and I should be very glad to 

discuss these with you, if you are interested. I am well enough now to leave 

the Hospital for limited periods of time and I could meet you t a time and 

place cGnvenient to you when you are in New York. 

Further, if the present improvement in my oondi ti n should ocmtinue 

for weeks or a few months, I would be able to go to Washington and meet with 

you and your colleagues in your office, if you deem this des1r ble. 

Sine rely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

P.s. I am enclosing a manuscript entitled "An Excerpt!rom The Voice of the 

Dolphins" which might intereat you. 



Septembe~ 15, 1960. 

Walter Whitman, 
Office of the Secretary of State , 
u.s, Department of State, 
Washington D.C. 

Dear Professor Whitman, 

I am enclosing for your information and files an 

exchange or letters which I recently had with .s. Khrushchev, 

Chairman of the Council of Ministers of the USSR . The 

attached memorandum dated September 8 gives the background 

of my letter to Khrushchev and describes the circumstances 

unde~ which my letter was transmitted. 

Enclosed is also an exchange of letters with 

Alexander Topch1 v, General Secretary of the Academy of 

Sciences of the USSR . This is a sequel to the exchange of 

letters with Khrushchev . 

As you may see from this correspondence, it is not 

my function to make any concrete arrangements with the 

Academy of Sciences of the USSR. This would have to be done 

by others . 

With kind regards, 

Yours very sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 
Room 812, 
The Memorial Hospital, 

44 East 68th Street, 
Wew York 21, N.Y. 



SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

::3epteniJer 16, 1960 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

I received your letter or· t>eptember 13 an::l 
appreciate very much your writing me. ~ubsequent 

developments in our relations with the Soviet Union 
have reini'orced the views that I expressed to you 
in my letter of July 12. 

However, the purpose oi' this letter is not to 
go further into the matter but to tell you I expect 
to be in New York all naxt week and will caLl you 
at the hospital and we can arrange a time and place 
convenient to you to meet, as I would be most 
interested in hearing further your views on this 
and other matters. 

Sincerely yours, 

Charles E. Bohlen 

Dr. Leo 0zilard, 
Room 812, Memorial Center, 

444 East 68th Street, 
New York 21, N.Y. 



Ambassador Charles E. Bohlen, 
U.s. Department of State, 
·lashington D.C. 

Dear Mr. Bohlen, 

October 6, 1960. 

~Y thanks for your very kind letter of September 16. I assume 

that you are kept very busy in New York just now; but I can meet you any 

tiln at your convenience. Something came up yesterday which I f el I 

ought to discuss w1 th you some time. There is no hurry about this, 

however, and it can well wait until after the elections. 

There is just one detail which 1 feel I ounht to communic te 

to you ~~thout undue delay and I have therefor called you today at the 

u.s. Mission to the United ations and left a telephone message for you, 

asking you to call wbe back at extension lJJ, TRafalgar 9-)JO if you return 

to your office before 4.)0 p.m. If I do not hear from you today, 1 will 

call you again tomorrow morning. 

/4luJ 
{), ,IV , 

Sincerely yours • 

Leo Szilard 



Walter wnitman, 
u.s. Department of State, 
t.o/ash ington D. C • 

Dear Professor Whitman, 

October 6, 1960. 

I wrote you on September 15 a letter, with enclosures, which 

does not requir an answ r going beyoPd an acknowledgement of its 

receipt. Because I have rec ived no such acknowledgement from your 

office, I am wondering whether my letter lien·t astray or whether it has 

reached you. 

With kind regards, 

Yours very sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 

Room 812, 
The Memorial Hospital, 
444 East 68th Str~ot, 
. ew York 21, N.Y. 

Tel: TRafalgar 9·3000, Ext. 133 



DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

THE SCIENCE ADVIS E R 

October 10, 1960 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

I regret the delay in acknowledging your 
letter and enclosures of September 15. This 
was caused, in part, by the pressures of my 
new assignment as Science Adviser in the Depart
ment of State. 

I have circulated your letter and enclosures 
of September 15 to the interested areas here in 
the Department. 

With kind regards, 

Si~~ 
Walter G. Whitman 

Dr. Leo Szilard, 
Room 812, Memorial Hospital, 

444 East 68th Street, 
New York 21, New York 





Mr. Phillip J. Farley 
Special Assistant to the 

Seer tary of State, 

18 October 1960 

United States Department of State, 
WASHINGTON , D. C. 

Dear Mr. Farley, 

On Octob r 5th I had an ext nded privat conv rsation 
with N. S. Khrushchev in which w discussed what might be the r al 
obstacles standing in the l-Jay of disarmament. As a result of 
this conversation, I have a better understanding of the difficulties 
than I had beforehand. If you, or those of your coll agues who are 
concerned with the problem of disarmament, were interested, I 
should be glad to give you a detail d oral report of th relevant 
parts of the conversation some time at your convenience when you 
are in New York . 

The asiest way to get in touch with me is ov r th 
telephone at Extension 133 - TRafalgar 9-JOOO. If this extension 
does not answer, the hospital might offer to take a m ssag but 
these are not reliably delivered. It is therefore b tter not to 
leave any message . 

Yours sincerely, 

LEO SZILARD 

Memorial Hospital, Room 812 
444 East 68th Str et 
New York 21, New York. 



ADDRESS OFFICIAL COMMUNICATIONS TO 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON ZS, D . C. 

Dear Dr. Szilard: 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

October 21, 1960 

Your offer to inform us of relevant parts of your 

recent conversation with Chairman Khrushchev is most 

thoughtful. I do not expect to be in New York in the 

near future. In any case, responsibilities for disarma

ment have now been transferred in the State Department 

from my office to a new U.S. Disarmament Administration. 

I have spoken with Mr. Gullion, who is presently in charge 

of the new administration, and he has asked me to say 

that he or Mr . Spiers will look forward to taking advantage 

of your offer at some time when one of them is in New 

York. 

I was delighted to learn that you expect to be 

physically able to go to Moscow next month for the 

Pugwash meeting. 

Sincerely yours, 

Farley 
Speci lAss· tant to the Secretary 
for Atomic Energy and outer Space 

Dr. Leo Szilard, 
Memorial Hospital, Room 812, 

444 East 68th Street, 
New York 21, New York. 



Dear Dr . Szilard: 

THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHI NGTON 

November 10, 1960 

The President has asked me to express his appreciation 
for your letter of October 13 and to reply on his behalfo 

·1r . V.Tilliam Hi tohcock of our disarmament staff inf orrns 
me that you are to be in Washington November 14. I have asked 
Mr. Charles Bohlen to discuss with you at that time the matters 
you raised in your letter, if it is convenient for you to do so. 

I also understa~d that you intend to go to oscow this 
month for a meeting an am pleased to know that you are physi
cally able to undertake such a trip. I know that you will bear 
carefully in mind the fact that our negotiations on disarmament 
are a most serious matter, involving the basic national security 
of this country. It uculd, of course, be most unfortunate if 
the course of scientific discussions with the Soviets should 
undermine the carefully considered efforts of the Gover nment to 
reach agreement with the Soviet Union on adequately safeguarded 
measures for limiting armaments. 

Most sincerely, 

Christian A. Herter 

Dr. Leo Szilard, 
Memorial Hospital, Room 812 1 

444 E~st 68 h ~treat, 
New York 21, New York. 



Cony 

Ambassador Charles Bohlen 
u.s. Department of State 
Washington D.C. 

With reference t~ lett er of Secretary of 
November 10 regret unable to visit Washington on No November lL~ stop writing stop regards 

NL 1illiam Hitchcock u.s . Departmen t of State 
Washington, D.C. 

Leo Szilard 

Regre t 1.l~1abl to visit ,l/as hington rfonday 
November 14 stop wr iting 

Leo Szilard 



Ambassador Charles Bohlen. 
U.s. Department of State, 
Washington, D.c. 

Dear Mr. Bohlen, 

November 16, 1960. 

Upon reo ipt of a letter dated Nov ber 10 from Secretary Herter, I 

wired you to aay that, to my regr~, I had to cancel my trip to Waah1ngton 

scheduled for Monday, November 14. It turned out that a minor medical 

manipulation, wbicb ba4 become necessary, could not be perfol'Md over the 

week-end and bad therefore to be scheduled fol' Monday. 

Because it now looks as though I will have to leave for Moaoow on 

Wednesday, No~r 2), two days ahead of ach.eaule, I eall not be able to 

visit Washington until I return in December. I plan ~o contact you at that 

time, in order to ••• 1f w can work out a meeting at a time convenient to you. 

For yolU" Wo:mation, I am enclosing a copy of the paper whlich I have 

submitted tor the Moeoow meeting scheduled to start on November 27, The only 

response I have 8() tar is a lett r !rom a distinguiahed Ruaaian colleague, s. Bre11er 

in Leningrad. I am enclosing tbt relevant passage of hie letter. 

With best wiahe , 

Enclosures 

Your• sincerely, 

Lee Stiilard 

Room 812, 
The Memorial Hospital, 
444 East 68th Street, 
New York 21, N.Y. 

Telephone• TRafalgar 9·:3000, Ext. 133 



. 
' I I 

\ ' 
\ ' 
I 

\ 

William Hitchcock, 
u.s. Depart~t of State, 
WaShington. D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hitchcock. 

November 16, 1960. 

I sent you a. telegram last Friday to say that I had to cancel 

rrry visit to Washington, which was scheduled for Monday, November 14. 

It turned out that the minor medical manipulation. which became necessary. 

could not be scheduled for the weak-and and had to be performed on Monday. 

I am now planning to leave tor Moscow on the n»rning of Wednuday, 

Novelllber 2), two days ahead ot schedule. and will not be able to v1ai t 

Washington before that time. Upon my return in Dec•ber. I intend to 

contact yaa ani arrange tor a Visit to the Department at a time wb1oh 

is convenient to you and your colleagues. 

With best wishes. 

tours sincerely, 

Room 812, 
The Memorial Boep1tal., 
444 Eut 68th Stre.-t • 
New York 21, N.Y. 

Telephones TRatal,pr 9· )000 Ext.l)J 
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?aesge ~ lrett.er o! s. Bresler, dated Len.Wrad, October 24, 1960. 

You o th• U.s.s.R. change ita opinion about d1oa.rmament and interohange plaoea 

lic;y, 

because it ea the general principle or policy witbol.lt war a matter of upedienoy. 

O:t course, it w:Ul arise abarp criticism bertt. And it is not tivated. Why the Union, 

who is for general disarmament now. being 1n minorit7 1n the U. t~ and bavin better 

long range rock t , would object agUnlt dia&l'ml.lDent at a time when it Win the. 

jori ty oi votes and has teobnicall.y equal &.I'U w1 U.s .A. l ' I ae your point 

abou.t rot.etion of ~t.• areas bo.t I do not i'1nd 1t ortant. Firat of all 

without heavy a:rms here oan not b a blit.zkri • On the opposite. any ar muat 

involve big emounta o£ , liJI.ssee of aold.ier • Even 1n a hypothetic war of U.s .A. 

against CUba only with rifles and bine gUna, there at be a big &.1"'ly invol veci. 

But in p oe tiM it ia not easy t or anise and train a big •1'113· It takea time, 

And vi th modem a or coDI!IWlicationa it would not take re time for Rlla ian 

volunteeJ"S w1th rifies and machin• guns to UTive on the spot and partioipat • 

o tha equUibrlWJl wulcl eatabl11h by itself. Altogether I f1nd this point 1n tbe 

"Dolph1ns" a m1 tak and it would be better to Change. 



D E PARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 25, D .C. 

UNITED STATES DISARMAMENT ADMINISTRATION 

ovem e.,.. 2S, 1960 

Jear ur . ~zil rd : 

I ·ish to "l"kno>flec"'P .?nd +-hR.r vo or your letter 
o£: ~ ovemher J6, alth01· 1, I "S J "tl1at vou will r1ve left 
for o~cow before hi~ i~ rec iv d . 

1 was sor " we could no+-, .? rran"'e a roeetj n hefo~o vour 
srhedule dep;1.'Y'ture, hut T lookin"' f'orw-= rd to be iP 
fro you on you~ ~e+-,u~n . 

Jr . Ieo <~il~rd, 
::?oom 812, 

~ince.,..ely vou s, 

IilliC~Zt K. Fit,..~ ock 

'T'he emoria 1 Pospi tA J , 
4L4 ast 68 ~ St.,..eet, 

N evr Yo k :n, tr • v • 



March 25, 1961 

Dear Mr. Bohlen: 

I stayed in Moscow after the Pugwash Confer
ence and spent altogether a month there, but I cannot 
say that I learned anything substantial that I didn't 
know before I went there. I expect to stay for about a 
month in Washington, D. C., at the Hotel Dupont Plaza, 
and if you should wish to see me while I am here, I trust 
you will let me know. 

In the meantime, I am attaching a copy of a 
memorandum which I gave Chairman Khrushchev in Russian 
translation when he last visited New York and which he 
read in my presence. Attached is also a report on my 
conversation with the Chairman, based on notes which I 
made immediately following the conversation. 

In Moscow I found that an extended memorandum 
covering this conversation had been given to certain 
members of the Academy of Sciences of the U.S.S.R. Natu
rally, I would have liked to see the Soviet version of 
this conversation, but I couldn't very well ask to see 
it since I learned of its existence through an indescre
tion. 

With best wishes, 

Ambassador Charles Bohlen 
Department of State 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Yours very sincerely, 

Leo Szilard 



March 29, 1961 

~~. William K. Hitchcock 
United States Disarmament Administration 
Department of State 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hitchcock: 

Many thanks for your letter of November 25th, 
which I received after I returned from Moscow. I stayed 
there beyond the "Pugwash" meeting, remaining there for 
about a month and leaving at Christmas. Thereafter, I 
spent some time in Western Europe and did not ~ediately 
return to the States. 

At present I am in Washington, staying at the 
Hotel Dupont Plaza, where I expect to remain until the 
end of April. If you wish to see me during this period, 
we should have no difficulty in finding a convenient 
time. I am quite well at present and trust you will let 
me know if you think that any useful purpose might be 
served by our having a conversation. If the telephone 
in my room does not answer, you might have me paged in 
the lobby. If you can't reach me, please leave a message 
and I shall call your office when I return to the hotel. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 



Dear Dr. Szilard: 

SPECIAL ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 

April 3, 1961 

I am delighted to hear that you will be in Wash
ington and I shall certainly give you a ring in 
the very near future as I would enjoy very much 
having a conversation with you. 

Thank you very much for sending me a copy of 
the memorandum which yo u gave Mr. Khrush
chev when he was in New York last Fall, which 
I shall read with great interest. 

Sincerely yours , 

cLa_;_~ B l s J:_ Lz_, 
Charles E. Bohlen 

Dr. Leo Szilard 
The University of Chicago 
Chicago 37, Illinois 



June 4, 1961 

~~. William K. Hitchcock 
United States Disarmament Adminstration 
Department of State 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear lllr. Hitchcock: 

On March 29, I wrote you a letter but received 

no acknowledgment of its receipt. I wonder if you ever 

got it. A copy of my letter is attached. 

Enclosed I am sending you a book which was re-

cently published and which might perhaps interest you. 

With best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

Leo Szilard 

LS:ck 
"' 

encs. 

\ 



UNITED STATES DISARMAMENT ADMINISTRATION 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 

WASHINGTON 25, D .C. 

_,ee..r 

.::une lo , 1961 

Szila_d : 

I called J o ... so __ e days ago to polo---i ze for !"!Y 
failure t;o resr ... o 'ld to JO' r earlier letter to ._e that 
"ou :aentio wd in yo··r !lote of v·un I ru. sen· inu 
-ou this letter in case you ~a~led to 0et m rr.essa6 e . 
Incidenta 1:- Hhen I recr t 1e .r.~.i 8 tor J of t. e last 
seven or o~ult months , ~t Houle se :~at t~e fates 
ar- ~0ll~p

6

Y'~' .. v tO _:->rf?VP. .t US f_n ... ue-Lt.:.-.lw tO~et __ er • 

.c1.S - ou co._ · ec tured i 'l "our letter of June ~- ' I 
had never seen oJ o-t ... earl::.er letter . _-everthelesc: , I 
a. .... arare of oJ-o'....r co1tacts 1.1~ t~1e interil'!with :u..bassador 
uOhlen , .. r . ... ullior: , c.o. -... d .:.!' • .uarnet, t.le la .... ter of HUOm 
is on r..:y staff at the ~.dsarn2~'1'!ent _dm; nis tra tion . I 
have also seen c. _ enoran'h.Jn "Tl'ich I believe ou sent 

nbassador ~oh 6n on your conversation of last ctober, 
Hhich Has t 1e sv.'.::l j (' t on 'hich ini t · c.lly cu.lled JOU 
~n :-v, rorl c_c:.t •. uV6: er . .'or t''l"'Se reasons I HOUl C. 
see no reason wh I wou l d need to i pin e on our 
va J.c·1~ tL.o d ")·.· ~ t 1 _6 f<:tct t 1 t _ "0 l lOSt 
~leased to :£ve an excuse for meetina you on an ap.ro
priP..te occasion. 

I ao~reci~te oJour he ?fulness , and I ru a so 
urateful to " ou for sendL ,__, .... 1e a cooy of "The Voice of 
the :Jolphir1s 1 \"lhich = have reaa Hi th :.1c~ inte-re'"'t • 

..3est reJards . 

Sincer0l" yours , 

: illiam : . li tcilcoc_: 
Director 

~tudies and Pro ·ects Office 

Dr . Leo Jzilard , 
~otel Du~ont ~laza , 

Dupont ... ircl0 , 
~.ashin~to1 , D. C. 



October 18, 1961 

Aabassador Llewellyn E. Thompson, Jr . 
u.s. Dep rt ent of State 
Washington 25, D. c. 

Dear III' • Thompson: 

Last December I stayed, after the end of the so-called 
Pugw~h meeting, in Moscow until Cbristmasttme in order to 
try to find out through private conversations what I could 
not find out during the official etings. I tried to see 
you before I left and cal ed you at your office, but I was 
told that you were away from your office, suffering from a cold . 

Enclosed is a copy of a recent issue of The Hew Republic 
which contains on the marked page an article that I wrote on 
the so-called Berli~ iss·~. I am somehow convinced that the 
key to arriving at a solution of this issue that could lead to 
a politically stable situation in Eastern Europe is in the 
hands of the Soviet Union and consists of making a free city 
not only of West Berlin but also of East Berlin and to conf r 
on each of these two free cities a neutral status , similar to 
that of Austria . Rightly or wrongly , I believe that I might 
be able to convince Khru hchev to make use of this key if I 
saw him 1n circumstances hich are conducive to a dispassionate 
examination of th proble involved . y optimism in this regard 
is in part based on a rat~er good conversation which I had with 
hi , in which I r ised this ~int, on October 5 of last year 
in New York. ' 

I am at present stayi ' in Washington at the Hotel Dupont 
Plaza and if you should car~ to discuss this or any other issue , 
please don ' t hesitate to let ~ know by telephone . 

With best wish s . 

I 
/ \ 

. :~ 

Yours very sincerely , 

')i ' 
, 

1 Leo Szilard 
! Hotel Dupont Plaza 

Washington 6 , D. c . 

.. 
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Professor Leo Szilard, 

American Embassy, 
Moscow, 

November 27, 1961. 

The Enrico Fermi Institute for Nuclear Studies, 
The University of Chicago, 
Chicago 37, Illinois. 

Dear Professor Szilard: 

Your letter of October 18 apparently missed me in 
Washington by one day and was forwarded on here. I regret 
that we were unable to have the discussion which you suggested. 
I have read v~th interest your article in the New Republic. 
I shall not comment in detail on your proposals but will 
address myself to your interest in discussing the Berlin 
problem with 1rr . Khrushchev. First of all let me say that 
I know enough about you not to question in any way your 
sincerity or selflessness in this matter. Quite frankly, 
however, while it is not only proper but useful for informed 
citizens of a democracy like ours to discuss such matters both 
privately and in print, I feel deeply that it is wrong for any 
private citizen to take it upon himself to discuss such matters 
with the head of a foreign government, quite apart from its 
questionable legality. You apparently believe that such a 
conversation could do no harm and might do some good. I believe 
in fact that if you should present your ideas to b~. Khrushchev 
it would do harm in that it would probably encourage him to 
think that some of your proposals, which I am certain could 
never be accepted by us, could be achieved if he would only keep 
pushing for them. This is quite apart from the fact that some 
of the proposals in your suggested package would, I am sure, 
be unacceptable to the Soviet U~ion. 

I hope you will forgive and understand my writing to you 
so bluntly but, I can assure you, sincerely. I hope that at 
some time we may have an opportunity to discuss these matters. 

With best wishes I am, 

Sincerely, 



Ambassador Llewellyn Thompson 
American Embassy 
1oscow, Russia 

Dear Ambassador Thompson: 

I wish to thank you for your kind letter of November 27 . Even though the 

question of my discussinp with Mr. Khrushchev the Berlin issue would seem to 

be a rather academic one at the present time, I should like to respond to the re-

marks contained in your letter. 

The package which I described in my article in the New Republic was meant 

to show what kind of a settlement it would take to leave the door open in Europe 

for a political ~Mttia development that might lead to a stable situation in Eastern 

Europe . The issue of whether some elements in this package are acceotable to the 

United States and are unacceptable to the United States and whether some other 

elements in the package are unacceptable to the Soviet Union is, in a sense, 

beside the point , for it is not my function to negotiate a settlement, If America 

and the Soviet Union negotiate with each other, they may have to comoromise with 

each other. But when ~MM it comes to the issue of what kind of a settlement 

could lead to political stafuility in Eastern Europe, then we are dealing with 

the question of substance and one cannot compromise with the truth. 

I gladly concede that if I were to talk with Mr . Khrushchev and he did not 

understand that I am analyzing what it would take to make Eastern Eurooe as 

stable as possible, but rather believed that I am expressing what the second seg-

ment of public opinion would apoear to be acceptable, the conversation could do, 

I would be guilty of misleading Khrushchev this indeed could do considerable harm . 

I believe , however, that you would be underestimating Mr . Khrushceev 's equality 

of perception and my ability to be clear, if you think that Khrushchev would be 

misled by what I would be saying to him . Only if there were a time limit set which 

would make for a hurried conversation would there, I believe , be a danger of 

misunderstanding . 



-2-

On the basis of my past experience I found my conversations with Mr. Khrushchev 

sot only enlighteninp but also very useful. In the conversation which I had with 

him last October, I found that he grasped important points to which he had apparentlv 

never been exposed before with preat At one point I tried to explain 

to him that if it ever came to serious negotiation on general disarmament so 

that the problem of inspection became the relevant issue a major roadblock could 

perhaps be removed if the Soviet Union were to create complications, where we 

could rely on the Soviet citizens in p.eneral and Soviet eneineers and scientists 

in particular to report secret violations to an international ~~M~MI control 

commission. Khrushchev responded quite positive to this, which, in itself, 

of course would not mean very much, however, when I got to Moscow to attend the 

sixth Pugwash meeting last year I found that a number of key members of the 
heralded 

Soviet Academy of Sciences were given a MM~~~X~M~ detailed reoort of my M~X 

conversation with Khrushchev and in this report was quoted of having said that 

if America were willing to seriously consider general disarmament the Soviet 

Union would give serious consideration to the possibility of having violations 

reported by Soviet citizens. 

The fact that the report of my conversation with Mr. Khrushchev was communi-

cated to certain key members of the Soviet Academy of Sciences and that this 

report indicated Khrushchev 's willingness to consider seriously a number of 

different aspects of the disarmament problem which have been hither to naught 
n~ 

~M seriously discussed ~~~~«~~I~M~ made it possible for me to engage in serious 

discussions of these topics in Moscow last December , I am quite certain that with-

out such_ a go- ahead signal it would not have been possible to engage our RussiaR 

collea8ues in a serious discussion of these topics. 

The willingness of the Soviet Union to seriously consider these topics do 

not of course mean that it is an easy solutmon to the questions involved but at 

least it becomes nossible to discuss and find out how likely it mipht be that 

adequate solutions could be found. 
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I do not regard discussinp disarmanent with our Russian colleagues as a 

first order of business at present. We have other more immediate things to 

worry about. But I wanted to say} for the record) that I cannot concede either 

that talking to Khrushchev last October has done an harm or that my talking 

to him, if there were some occasion in the future to do so, would be likely to 

do any harm. Still, I can understand, of course, if you are uneasy about such 

private conversations, just as I was uneasv when I learned that the President is 

going to have conversations with Mr. Khrushchev in Vienna. Temperamentally I 

am compatible with Mr . Khrushchev , but I doubted that President Kennedy and Mr . 

Khrushchev would be temperamentallv compatible. In the retrospect one may wish 

the meeting had not taken place. 



Dear Mr. Szilard: 

UNDER SECRETARY OF STATE 

FOR POLITICAL AFFAIRS 

WA S HINGTON 

April 1, 1963 

It was a pleasure to meet you at Agnes 
Meyer's dinner party recently and I much en
joyed the opportunity to talk with you. 

I have read your proposal on Cuba, con
tained in the memorandum dated February 18, 
with interest. Not being directly concerned 
with Cuban affairs, I have transmitted your 
letter and attachment to our Coordinator of 
Cuban Affairs for his study. 

With all good wishes, 

Sincerely, 

/•~~ ---e -., 

W. Averell Harriman 

Mr. Leo Szilard, 
Hotel DuPont Plaza, 

DuPont Circle and New Hampshire Ave. ,NW, 
Washington 6, D. C. 



May 9, 1963 

The Bon. w. Averell Barrlman 
u. s. Department of State 
Washington 25, D.c. 

Dear Mr. Harriman: 

A few days ago, 1 phoned your secretary to a•k whether 

U: might be po•aible fo1: us to have a lef.surely o:mnraat1cm 

some t.iJne at your convenienc.e. 

Enclosed t.a a carbon of a memat thD for your information. 

I have not made up my 111ind as ~ jus~ bow to get the matter to 

the President's attention, but I am tncU.ned to think tilat I 

may want to go th~h the Attorney Ge~.teral. 

I would like. to discuss with JOU when your time penits 

aGile of the pt'Oblaaa upaa. which diU llaiOl'.U.. touches-. 

Vflf:7 aiuoeftly youra, 

Leo Szilard 



To the Secretary of Sta te 
,.lash ing ton, D.C. 

Sir: 

I am enclosing a draft of a letter which I thought of 

sending to the Belg i an Ambassador, being of the op inion that 

it is in the interest of this country as well as in the inter-

est of Belg ium and other pacific ~±Rx nations to draw 

the a ttention of the Bel6ian Government to a potential danger 

which has arisen in connection with the new development in 

physics. I am informing you of this in order to ask you whether 

your Department would care to receive information on the sub-

ject, and whether it would be willing to approach the Belgian 

Government, or wnether + oY. ""'r;e1 tha-i I had better ap-p roat!n 

tne ..1:Selg1an governmen~ its ambassador, b-y oo.r-uiiag the-

I am, Sir, yours very truly, 





.,.-.. 

To the Honoruble ~~bassador of Belgium 
~vashington, D.C. 

Sir a 

I feel that I ought to draw your attention to oertain 

new discoverieo in nuclear physics which may affect the Yel

fare of your country as ell as that of the United States 

and other nation • 

It appears not only poaa1bl but & very li~ely that it 

will be :posfl f':le to 'llake a :po. erful .:.. l)·l.lrce o.f nei6Y out of 

~n element oallBd urani~t t~e chief aou ee of • ic· at pres. 

ent ia Belgian Jon o • .:~eel) t p'...l lication ·hich ppeared in 

the scientific perio icals point already in tnis direction, 

and more 1 forwation is containc\,4 in or.1e 1pu.bli l1.ed ork 

which "las been done at ~olu bia -niv rs ty and of which I 

have received information througn D~. L. Szilard, Jew York, 

and Dr. .P. ', igner, Prinoetou. It is to be expected that, 

if it becomes known that uranium can be made to 1•e1eaae en .. 

ergy on a large soale, oert&in powers ~111 attempt to secure 

large etooks of thi element or its ore. There is e possibil

ity. though this point is not yet certain, that xplosive 

bombs can be constructed from uranium, the destructive power 

of wnioh would be beyond imagination. 

lmportant deposits of uranium are present in that part 

of Germany that belon~ed formerly to Czechoslovakie, in Canada 

and in Belgi n Congo. &Y.m~I~aia•~x••eat Of these 

deposits the German is estimated to be about 1000 to 1500 
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tons, the Canadian about 3000 tons , and the Belgian deposit 

is supposed to be considerably l aroer . bout 3000 tons in the 

form of very poor ore are available in the United States, and 

rather unimp ortant deposits may be found in the possessions 

of other nations . 

It is conceivable t hat certain powers,who are potential 

enemies b oth of Belg ium and the United States, will in the 

near future a t temp t to secure a s t ock of this potentially so 

dangerous element, and in t he circumstances it seems to me 

necessary to t ake precauti ons to inhibit the delivery of any 

stocks of this material to such potential enemies . I under

stand that Germany , which has offered some uranium fo r s a le 

i mmediat e l y after tak ing over the Chechoslovakian mines, is 

no longer prepared to exp ort this materia l . 

I am , Sir, yours , very truly , 
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