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Leo Szilard THE T:GST BAN 
Below is n statement which Le o Szilc.rd presented to 
tho Commi ttoo on Foroi:::;n Rol '"',t i ons of tho U. :3 . 
Senate on 23rd August 1963 . 

The Tcstbo..n Agrooment wh ich the Administrc.tior1 h.:ts 
cubmittod t c the 3enat ~ for rutific~tion woul Q a dvance 
tho cau:Jc of peace if 1 subs~qu~nt to it s rGtificc.tion, 
the Govor:1;:1unt vrorc to propose; to th-.1 Soviet U:c.io::.1 <:m 
a gro0Dont providim; f Jr o.n c.d :~ quo..tG p::Jli ticc,l cettl.~oont, 
which would s~rvo th~ int cro~ts of tho Soviet U12 i on c.nd · 
tho ·::Jthcr rc.tioDs iDvol vod, c.s VJC ll o.o our own il-:: tor:...: :Jto, 
m1d 'tlhich tho S ·Jviot Uni o:o night ri:;htly b0 o:;..rpcctcd to 
c.ccopt. If thiu wore not d one , howov~r, und if tho 
Govcrm~10:1t procoodod with o.n oxtc:-:sive proc;ro.r.Juc of tE::dcr
ground b ocb te s ting, then, r o.thor than furtherinG the 
cause Gf pe; acc, tho 1'c.stbc:u~ Ac:;ro012.lCD"t vlould be lih:cly t o 
d e just th0 oppooito. 

By ongo.ging i:J tl1is typ0 of testing on o. lL..rgo Gco.lc, 
tho U1i itod Stntos w;..>uld force the Soviet Uni on t o c oDduct 
Durwrous b oob toot:::.; o. l so . The undorgrJ m1d test ins oi· 
b orjbo is very cxpo:"1s i v o , houover, and. . since th;_; Soviet 
Union is oc J~ooicc.lly r:mch tJC aker tho.n the._. United States, 
it would i n the l oug run be f orced t o nbr J;nte; th0 
Agre;~oont. Such a turn of ov0nts would provo ny o ld · 
frie;nd o.::d dictinguish0d c olloc.suo, Dr. :~cwo..rd ~~cllc:;r, 
t ~, h nvo bc e; n ri.:;ht - f or tlL \vr ·'J 1l f:'~ ro::.o ons. 

Th~ probloo of ostablishi~3 p~ncuful c o -~xi ot~~ CG 
butl...r'--" ..;11 th·..; U:: itvd Sto:t0s a ;.2d th~ ,sovi0t UnL,n i·'} v o lv'-'o 
th..; rcct of tho 1.vorld o..:J ouch o.c it iYJvo l v~.-c Europ-.: . 
It is difficult t o visuulioc a p o litic o.l GGttluocnt in 
whic~: :!;?.u.::;::>ic. vuul8. a gre e t ~1 c o-..:;xict with p a rliu.nv11tc.ry 
doc ocracie; o loc a t ud in it.::; proxioity wh ich l ook t o u~ for 
uupp ,:;rt, uhil0 o.t th ·~ cc::.Llc tir:~.- th0 u~~ itucl Stat 0:J 1.JJ1.:.ld 
c s~tinu~ t ~ oninto.in it~ pro8~~t p ~~itiJn t~at it c a~n0t 
c -_ -cxi::.;t with c. c ::nJIJUri i ,_; t c ~.m::. try, l ·.JCCLtcd in this hu.'.i
~phGr~.;, vlb.ich 1 -:::; ok.:..: f or support t J the Soviet U:i"2i O'.~ . L:q 
nttuopt ~n th~ part of th0 G~vcrnoo~t t o a rrive at a 
p ,j litic ,:;.. l :...;ottlou8nt with th~ Sovie;t UJ.:L•r:: on ~;uch a b o..s ic 
W·.Julc1 bo m1 e:.t"G GL:.pt t 0 11 e a t one; 's C .:l~ro c.:..-1 h.:.:.v c it t oo", o.11d 
fcvT people, il' cmy, h a v e e v er ucc ·XJpli:.;hud thiu fc o.t. 

If I ware c. r~ unb\.:r of the Sc.:n::-.to, I t h i nk I l:J culd 
W.J.I: t t c k:-: J\1 c.t tlli :..., p :J i n t hm·J the; G·-vorrm._,r;t prop.J:J0U t o 
f._, llou up t he c o•:! cluuion of thv T0 :,; tbo.r: A6r oonont, b0forc 
cc.cti:t12; DY vot-J f .) r tho r c.tific a tiolJ :, f the Asrc0L10nt. 

I au not .::;po c,kinc l1vr u a c o. ::.; ci ..:::1t i :::~t \Illo c o.~1 cln in 
t :i h o.vo cpi;Jci .J. l lDG1.:Tl..::dgu of t hc. c.tt .~:lie boob, but r ::1thvr 
ac o. ci tizuJ.'} 1tlh0:JG p -: li tica l judg~.-ucl'}t i .:.; :-::o t ob ccurod 
by boh:g L -:: Pv ~ce:;..;...;i on J f too nuo ll "ii~ ;_: idc L :: f or!:.:ati ,.) :1 11
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