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Th.e Central Ar!.zona Project (C.A.P.) is a scheme to build an 
aqueduct from the Parker Dam on the Colorado River and to run Sastward 
for about 250 miles to the area about Phoenix and Tucson, Arizona. 

This aqueduct is to carry one million acre feet of water yearly.The 
State of Arizona is morally and legally entitled to receive this water. 
But it is an entirely different story as to who is to stand the expense 
of building this project which will cost J/4 billion dollars. 

A little history will give the basis for better understanding. 
In the 1930's, on the Coloy~do aiver, the Boulder Dam was built to 
store the water to be used for cities, farmland, ar.d to create elect
ricity. Two subsidiary dams called the Davis and the Parker were also 
built at the same time to b e tter control the Colorado River. All the 
cost was paid by the U,3. Government. 

The people of the region around Los Angeles decided that they 
wanted some of the Colorado ia ver water, So they formed the i"etropol-
1 tan '.}ater District (later more regions entered this District so that 
it extends from Ventura Count y do't'm to San Diego County). The l'-. , .D. 
built the Los A·r eles Aqueduct leadi11,s from the ·\.iest side of the Parker 
Dam all the way back to the Los Angeles area for about 250 miles. 
Extensions later leading South and i'l.orth brought this water to Ventur::-: 
and San Diego Counties. 

The Metropolitan 1·Jater District paid for all this by selling bonds 
and collecting taxes from the people located in its District. THE 
T&~PAYJ=EHS OF TL3 U.S. DID NO'r FAY FOR IT, The residents of the n . r .D. 
are ·still paying taxes for the buildinf of the Los Angeles aqueduct 
and will continue to pa ,: for many years in the future. 

The l i . '·J.D. built the aqueduct in the 1930's. The State of Arizona 
could have built the Central Arizona Project at the same time at its 
01tm expense. DUT IT DID NC-I', ·rhe reason is very simple. ·rhe lederal 
Government had already built the Dam and aqueduct system which started 
the SALT .:.UVEH PiiOJECT which is the big farming a rea around Phoenix. 
This dam called the ":3.oosevelt (after President ;I'heodore I-ioosevelt) and 
the aqueduct were paid for b y the taxpayers of all the U .s. 

The Salt River Project ,,r9_s supposed_ to operate under the provis
ions of the U.S. Reclama ti o- 0 Act, namely,l. Only persons living on 
the land or close by were to ;:. et water f or far-nin3 and 2, A person 
could only farm 160 acres ( 1 ' Sband and ~,,rife could farm 320 acres; 
because of constant sunshine ,,.na. no drouchts, 160 acres of desert land 
gives the production eq ui ~ml ":mt tp ~OD a cres in the r:1a1:1est or South
East United St 0; t eso The Sal+; .::~1ver Project was intended for little 

f~~ieTS 01'\.1y. There w~•~ not to be bi g farms owned by absentee owners. 

~ut the U.S. ?ureau of Reclamation never enforced the G.S. Rec

lamation Law in the Salt '11ver Project so that big farm corporations, 
many from California, are the ones r,,l'l.o control agriculture there. 

These big farm interests have about 400,000 acres of virgen 
desertland that they want to put into cultivation. This iri really 
the sole reason for the campai gn for the aqueduct. Claiming 



that the one million acre feet of the Colorado River water 1s going to 
be used in Arizona for the "booming prJpulation" a s the propagandists 
would lead you to believe, is a very big lie. 

The I·1etropoli tan Water Diistrict that taJ.rns a million acre feet of 
water from the Colorado River, distributes the water to 93 cities 
and to a population of about 7.5 million people (other sources of 
water like wells and the Owens River furnish additional water). So 
you can readily see that this water goes to people in cities. 

But this is not true of Phoenix and Tucson. Their population is 
only a little over 1/2 million people. People in cities do not use 
much water as compared to desert farms. This point can be easily 
perceived when one knows that the City of New York with 7.5 millions 
people uses 1.5 million acre feet of water annually. 

Now contrast this with with Imperial County, Calif. where the 
author lives where about J million acre feet of water is used from 
the Colorado River to irrigate only 500,000 acres of desert farm land. 
The population of Imperial County 1s only 75,000 persons. So there 
should be no doubt in the reader's mind that the million acre feet of 
water that Arizona wants the aqueduct for is just for putting in 
about 400,000 acres of virgen desert land into cultivation. 

Because of the geology, Imperial County does not have any wells. 
But in Arizona, the geology is such that there is a plentiful supply 
of well water for the needs of any of its cities. There is even 
enough well water to put into cultivation a small amount of virgen 
desert land but not enough to f a rm 400 ,000 ne .r vi:r. -~ 8n -~_cres. Do 11ot 
for.get that this is a sche·:: e of the big ranchers and not little farmers. 

\-Jhat is going to be grov-m on these 400,000 acres? It will come 
as a shock to the U .s. Sena tors and Congressmen _to find out that COT·roN 
IS THE INTENDED CROP. ·rhe bt ggest crop in Arizona is COTTON. During 
the last 15 years, the desert areas in both Arizona and California have 
increased their rroduction of cotton from practically nothing to the 
extent where about 4 years ago California was almost first in cotton 
production in the nation. 

The big farm interests both in Arizona and California have been 
able to get the "cotton allotments" and to prevent the little farmers 
from getting these allotments. vii th the allotments, come "price 
supports" and "land diversion" payments. This 1s the most profitable 
type of farming today. The big farm corporations in the Southwest have 
produced. so much surplus cotton that the cotton farming business in 
the SouthEast U.S. has gone bad. This has produced the result in the 
South-~ast U .s. that the rural population both white and black are forc
ed out of farming cotton and. have to leave to go to the cities where 
you n~w have very serlous problems because of this migration. 

I1echa.nizatlon of cotton farming is just one part of the drift of 
rural people to the cities. But until the Southwest went into cotton 
farming in a big way, the competition was not bad for the South.:1:ast of 
the U.S. At the present time, there are 33 millions acres of farmland 
in "land di version". Of th: s amount 7 millions acres are diverted 
from cotton production. I t •·ms only a year a go t hat the government 
was going crazy with the b~ ·:,-_-est amount ':)f surplus cotton stored in 
warehouses which w-e.s cost i n__; a fortune t o store. 

The government forced the cotton farmers to radically cut their 
cotton production and paid t hem huge sums for "land diversion" not to 
grow cotton. But now Arizona wants the U .s. Government to subsidize it 
with an aqueduct so that it can ·grow more cotton on another 400,000 
acres of virgen desert land. So it is not only the cost of the aque
duct but in the future the Federal government will be paying millions 
of dollars out in "price supports" and "land diversion" to prevent the 
growing of surplus cotton. This makes no sense. At least with surplus 
food crops, there are ahrays some areas over the world where they can 
be given away. There 1s no sense in subsidizin~ Arizona so that cotton 
farni1ng in the SouthEast U .s. is hurt. Let there be fair competition ••• 
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