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·IMMIGIV\Tl ON SE_RVJCE 
Sf\Ej(:·TL\GES 

WI-\~ r~',N l~C)VEI\TY 
Working at d&t!ient wages is· reallY the only solution in the WAR 

ON POVERTY. The IMMIGRATlON SERVICE has .-een preve.nti!ig people li v
ing in the United States along the Mex.ioan-Amerioan border trom get• 
ting work, at dec~nt wages so that they oan make a livingltt 

This problem has been prerlous.ly diseussed in Newsletters en
titled IMMIGRATION SERVICE CRJ:i:.ATES POVERTY ALONG MEXICAN BORDER dated 
January 7, 1966 and Il.1.ITGRATION SERVICE HELPS SMUOOUNG OF NARCOTICS 
dated Januacy- 14, 1960. But the Immigration SerTi•s is Tery subtle 
am ing~nious in its aots of omission and .ommission 1• the meth~ds 
or supplying big tarms and big ran~hes, large manufacturing pla.lts, 
min-!'S, and Yarious other sorts or businessea with many Merloa.ns who 
live in Mexia~ and bross the border ea~h day to work in the u.s. at 
MUCH LOWER WAGJt:;. 

In 1946, the EMPLOYYH!NT ACT wa~ passed whioh makes it the duty 
or all Federal Agenoies including the Imrn1gration Serrloe, "to PN
mote m~ximum employment, productio.n -and purohasi.ng power". 01 ri " u.Jiy, 
it residents of the United States are preTSnted by the subtle met.nod.s 
ot the Immigration Serrloe from.-getti.Jlg work at deoe~t wages, there 
CAN NOT BE maximum emplo-yme.at and puroh.asin.g power. 

To a~oid generalities. attention.will be focussed on Imperial 
~ty, Calif. whi~h is on the border with Mexico and adjoi•~ Sa• . 
San Diego Cow,ty. But it must be understood that what is said abotit 
Imperial Cou.pty, holds t?tUo for the rest of the United States along 
the border. In 1952, there were many illegal Mexioana working on 
farms and ranches or Imperial County. They would work tor praet1caU7 
nothing depriTing local farmworkers from making a li~i.ng. But the 
really bad feature was that the employer would call up the BORDER 
PATROL(a di-wisiois of the I.runigration SeM"ioe) and tell them t.tiat 
.Mexioans illegally in the U.S. were working at the ra.noh. THE 1!14-
PLOYER WHEN HE CALLED TH.E BORDER PATROL, DID NOT REVEAL THAT HE WAS 
T}U: EMPI.OYER SINCE HE REFUSED TO GIVE HIS NAME. 

The Border Patrol wo.t.tld go out to t.tl-e :ra.l)Ci;J aJld oato.fl tae. M~xi
cans and deport the trom the U.S. WITJIOOT GIVING THAI THE OliANCE 'r) 
COLLBJT'l'HEIR SM& WAG.IS. So in 1952, tb.e I.mmigratio.11 SerTiee was 
helpi.ng many ranchers in this :rackets~ that they 414 not b.aT• to pay 
the illegally entered Mexioarul. Employers would repeatedly do this 
to avoid payil\g the wages that the Mexicans earned. 

Now there has been another great increase in the number of illegal 
Mexioans working on the big farms. Agaia they are being ei:iu ~· ,·· 1 ·~ 
the lb:rder Patrol. ARE TH.ESE MEXICANS BEING P:..·:~MITTED TC C, ~. ~ __ · 
THEIR PAY? Tbe writer M8 requested of the Immigration RUthorities 
to pennit him to 1.aterVi.ew the Mexioa.as held in the Detention c~~~ 
at El Centro, Cali.t. so that he leara whether these Mexioan.s have re• 
~pay)_ __ . ..THILJll:TlmIITI:.ES---RB:FOS THIS RKQ.tI.EST. They-. .. ~l4i.iA ·, 



'· 

thP. :·, e-r.ictms ·hi-VP receivAd ttiei:r ·puy. Eut the Imm1S!:nit1on Autno:ritiP.>s 
,.1:re not t~ -'be• t'tustP.d. Previous -' exper1~ric'e w1 tl1 ti1e, h,,.,ve sl1o~rn thut 
J·1exic .. m.s •,,rho ~were lP-gally 1n this country'under Pul)llc f..t.1W /78, •-rere 
dePo:rted hy the ·, '.O!'dP.r h,,t:r.ol wh~n these . i"iP.Xictins filed lc:iWSUi ts · · 
1:1g111nst _errrplayers un.d 1nsuri,nce comr,>un.iE'S _whom thP.y uccused of S•i'iTi~d
ling. r.y .cl~:p-o:rtution, the L,wsuits_ in the t>T'lull Clt1ims Courts stopp~d. 

' " . . 

' 
'Ihe~ the:r.·e P:re mHny othet ·ucts 'pi,rticul.:,:rly of omission thttt sho~·• 

th ,t the Imm1grc,t1on Service is untrustworthv und c .. in not be helieved. 
It rri.ixst .. 1:-~· Jcifto~·m th: it the Pei:le:r.ul L..1~.rs do not muke 1 t 1:1 c·rirne to ~m
ploy ille.o;ully e'.,tf':r-~a •ulienl"I •· 'I'he J11dic1ury COT!l.':11 tt~e of botr the. 
iJ.S. ,Sen;;te C::ncl th~ ~.ouse of '.:tepresentt,tives DO ~JC1' KNO'' :iliJH IS. (',:: It·:G 
o ·• J i\'T ';' ---·: ""o-;·1D· '""') TY""'("l,) 1•:., T- F,.,,. r·1·1TT:·rIG '' /1\'l'•I-O ',~ .t:::..-' J~'llCT" ,• lT"tlT;'"'"J ·p-;,,rJ•~T~, r;',: r ,_ . -· - . . ... , .. • , v .. . ... _. J J. .. J . . • .. , • , ._, _ ., .:. • , ... -' v ·: ~: , • .1. .J v . J..J.J .J.. •• ..:... • 

:,:1 ,·~ .\; '11 1 '·:· Cu'' •i"•fifTm-r,-,:-:_ ·, 1 ·-,,, Hj\HI '1'G · ;-r,;,;::,I .. TGC- . ' ' .' 
" . I . • • •• ~ .!. ,l .. •' · ., HJ • \ ,; ,1,. , • V _ \_ ~ .lJ. ..,.-, .11 1.'! U • 

It 1s ve:~v CO!'l1""103" p~"ocedu:rP. thtit u ?edP:r.:l Ji rrency when confront
ed with it P:t"Or"lP'Tl, will of-t:'er ti 1'111 to such u Com.mi ttee to s0l,~a - +' 0 

n:r.ohl~1it. · {)n J1..F1P 24; 1,963, · L. Puui :i1'11,ig-s, .Gen~:rul Cou.nsel o; · 1:, :~r. 
Ir11;'1'\1P'1"'._ition c~e:::-vioE=> f:,t;ve · testimony on hehulf of the Se!'Vice und ~.•::~V"~3 
o:·JC~~ o .. ,, .. .;,,·; '-·: .. ··-,u ·rr; r; S l:• C. C?-.:S'I'IOl·~ '.Lti,\~1~ A f.A ·T n--;; i:'ASS .. ;D ?·f1\In :1fC; I'l' A . C;' r ·: ~ 

TO It T· ,1 ·:~ r;:.r..;~:GA .~,r..,y -r; 0 :T-r: -:.r~D'i¼LI~.'•J TO r·o~. 

All th~ e~oloyer~ know they 11re hiring 1lle~1liy ent~red ~11ens. 
So it is su.er::esti:>d -thut u l.;w be pussed., th..,t thP- first time i.in e-'1ploy
eJ" is ... cuun;ht ,Afitt, . 1llt:!.0i1lly_ Pi-;iterAd uliflns working for hi'171 th~,t he 
bP-"tlf1 •'.!"t1P.d; the 2nd tlJ"I\~, thi-.1t he be fined ' 1,000.00 fo~ eucb illei;ully 
entered ullen he is r,1orl-c1tirq the Jrd und uddi tioru.d ti'rlleS--u j1:•ll 
sentence of 3 months be FiVen' bes1des the fines. Ihese Mex1~ins urw 
no fools. ·r11en they find out th..,t the employers will not h1:r.e them, 
they will no lonp:-~r cross the border looking for work • . Such u l • .tw 
would suve much money for 1 t costs the J-•ederul Government .. , gref.,t 
deul to ctitch the iller,uls vnd deport them to Jiex1co • . - . . ·- . 

'I'he ITJl1)er1ul County r.:conom1e Opportun1 ty Comm1s'k1on ( wh1eh 1El 
controlled by the biR rt1nehes ond not by the poor) nus tmnounce-d thi..,t 
unero.ployment 1s 10. 4,t ~ut 1 t htis not told how Tll.:•ny funiil1es hud to 
leuve here to uvo1d sturv~~t1on. The bio; ::r.unches ure the po··1-T'!n i3T':vCI'O:JS 
here und they huve prev.er.i't~o :rr:;or::u\ L SU 1~PLOS r'0OD fro)'!l being brought 
in so thut the domestic ft:1:r'Pllworker fu"1111es lr111' be forced. to li!uve 
by . sti1:r.V,Jt1on /SO TEAT TH;-; ·P~G ~..iEJCl.:r.:ns CAN ~i!PLOY. TH~ ' ro1c;a~ ... P.A ··: .. ·
T•:OlJC;::ns 'PJOH 1:r0:xrco Jl'l' vr.',H.Y . Cl5.)):> 1·.T1\G!£S LIK'; 50 C'RYiT8 F~'i I.1.0t; i : :.::.L,;c.:: . 
Tl,.~~:=:.~ IS 1::0 ~· fETI!1UF '·11}G' ~ LFI IN Fkarr:o ·iK. . .. ·, 

Then there uY'A th~ the. "r-reen c1:1:rd" com"'lUtl:'l:r und ttlso t ~..,~ 1 
do,r .v1s1.t1np· p11ss r1-1c){ets whic!1 pe:r.l'Tlit oth~!' "!!Ol)s of i'Iexicuns to 
woik in~the U~it~d Stuted. Th~ j fu,y visitors p;ss is just for v1s1t1n~ 
or. shopp:Lnp: und not fo:r working. The I~n1grut1ori ,':ie:rv1ce lt:eeps no . 
record •-;·rhen these soctt'lled. v1s1 tors enter or leuv~. th~ L .s. In .. ,ctuul 
priictice, they cross net•t:J.y d:r.essed into the · \;_,s. · tmd then c: ,t the pluce 
of work chtmfl."e into · ·worl-c clothes. In. the ~venirif;, they wush up und 
chtmge : into., the ne1:.1t clothes 1.1gt,in 1:.ind then cross bt•ck ·1tito· 1:e:xico, 

' ' ; . • } ~. l ., ' ' I ; •• ~. ; '' ,I • ' ' • • • 

The, Border Putrol .of the' Iro:r11igrt1tion 3erv1,ce, s1ts idly by· und 
pretend$~ tlwt n9thin.g 1llegul is going on. Rut the unemployed pere,obs 
1n the u.s • . knoi1 where · these illeguls ure . wo.rk1p.g. 'I·he· Immigru·hlen 
Service. should nu;•ke spot unnounce111er.ts on X',H~.io,. televf~1ori ,.,nd in 
newapu"ra udv1·s1ng dot11e1it1c unemployed wor~er& to ·et1ll p:\.l•et ·the 
Boria' htrol C.114 t.11 wher• thft 11.la~J.• Mh worbft8• · "' it !:J"• 
the Uftefllltte,e4 Jtu1a..t• •• tM v.s. 4• 11M bllll ... M '9• ., :· 
if they did, ttiey i:.re too poor to p1:ay for telephen. .. ,1\at .. u Dftdet
P1.1trol that does not encourue:e people informing it. 

It must be renlized tht:,t m~xic...m fi:trmworkers in i~ex1oo ,11 Th'l-,Y 
ARE 11BV'~ TO G'ST ~·IOPJC IN i'1T'JClCO, only e,Jrn 15 cents per hour~ So 1f 
they illei:;illly get work in the United st~:tes, they nt9t &nly tt:.ike job~ 
from domestic workers ; ' UT ALSO DBP::?.T';SS r•I{r~ l-fAG:"'::S G::-1..~,)TLY FOJ TH"'?:X :f0:"1K 
FOR 50 C'S;1TS PEH HOUR.. This discussion he.is bec~1 'DC.~1nly us to :t'urmwork • 
but this serious problem 1:.,lso ::,ffects domestic workers in ~-.iO:.J-FAim 
WORK. 

J\11 ethnic groups suffer from the competition of thest:: ~ ''·---·· 
WORKBRS. THE Ir1liIG1A'i'IQi.J' S~ilVICE C,} USES l'IUCh SLJ.!?F}~HING 01' 1! : 1'::1,: .1.CA lJ6 ! 
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