A paragraph or two from the Report on Topolobampo and its back-country
resources by, the Hon. Wim. K. Rogers, of Columbus, Ohlo.

¥ am not able to write from personal observation anything with
reference to the great mineral rezion of the Sierra !Madre, "the treasure-
house of the world,* as it is called by Humboldt, having had no opportun-
ity as vet to visit it. Its wonderful wealth of the precious metals and
otner minerals is very pertinently referred o by Hamilton in ¥The Border
gtates of Mexico,* in connestion with his remarks upon the new era now
dawning upon Mexieco, and the splendid future it promises. *We boast,* he
savs, "of our mines in ¢alifornia, Nevada, and the Territories, where we 8
have bpt the border of the vast mineral region that nestles in her bosom. ;
She poggesses tne matrix of all our mines of gold and silver and covper i
and other minerals, while we have but the outeroppings. Her mines have for v
genturies vielded vast riches, and are almoat untoushed in ,mpnm&nﬁpmgiagkuﬁf
the hidden treasures trnat are vet to be daveloned.* 7‘“*ﬁ§

he mountain ranges to which I have referred along the river were ' 3

noted by me on thw way up the valley with mich surprise, The information iy
we have had with regard to tne nineral resources of the country has been, "
with the exception of the neighborhood of Mazatlan, confined exslugively &

to the Sierrs Madre proper, and its immediately adjoining spurs at Alamos
and eastward of our coast line. I was not aware of the existance of these
ranges of tie valley of the Puerte until T asaw them, and it was very 5

gratifying to be informed that they will furnish resources o nesr and 30 i
important Tor the inersase of traffisc on this sectlion of the main line. )

A list of wmining properties in the rountain ranges of the Tuerte and i
ginaloa valleys, and the Sierras drained by their tributaries, has been %

prepared for me here, mimbering 850 mines of gold, silver, copper, and
nagnetie iron, that are now or can be profitably worked, whose vroducts
and suppliea would be transporied over the lines of our road. The record :
of the vield of many of these nines is extraordinary; of some of them, i
perhaps, unsurpassed in the history of mining. %

Oone of %tie most notable deposite of magnetie iron ore in the worldd, i
of remarkable purity and practically inexhaustible in quantity, lies
immediatelv on the proposed rounte of the main line of the road, near its
eastern terminus, within short haul of the goal 1] lds. of ilie R g y
erossed by this line, and among the iron ore mines inelude Ils
referred to is a similar deposii near the eastern terminus of the first
gestion of the line in this valley. Mr. Saulsbury, the owner of the
eontrolling interest in the Renson smelter, with whom I travelled from
Deming to Benson, and whose attention had bheen called to our railroad
entervrise, and the advartages of Topolopampo bay as a shipoing point for
the products of the Sierra Madre and its spurs, said he regarded it as
destined to be one of the best points on the Paecifie coamst for a smelter,
and that on tne completion of our road to the mountains, and the branches
to Alamos sand southward, he and his associates would jein in building a
smelter of large capacity at the bay, sufficient to accommodate the
mining interests of this section of Mexieo,"
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Mr. J.Esdaile Plorance, page , is a mining engineer,
'nd was the aivigser for the Sonora and Sinaloa Mining ani Smelt-
ing Company, when they select:d their sreat Copper and Gold proper-
ties near Baca, Sinslea, 100 miles eastward from Topolobampo.

Engineer E.A.M.Tays, (see preface) went to Sinsloa with
¥r.A.k.0wen in 1883 to start the railroad surveys from Torolobampo
eastward, north and south] and he has bsen larpely associsted with
the enterprises in Sonora, Sinaloa, and Chihuashus ever since.

Hon.W.K.Rogers, who is quoted, paPpe ,during twenty-five
vears was the law partner of Kutherford B.Hayes, in Ohio. When

Mr.Hayes became President of the United States, Mr.Rogers heceme
his private secretary and confidential advi ser; and immedistely
2fter leaving the Yhite House he went with Mr.Albert K.Owen to
Sinelos, to 100k up the land titles in and around Topolohasmpo har-
bor, and he remsined there gight months,

Captain Von Motz, rage , was an oificer in the German
army during the Franco-Prussian Var and some time hefore going to
Topolobampo, was the cheif draughtsmen and Enginesr for the Denver
and Rio Crande Railrosi Company.

Engineer HMenry E.Holbrook, page » ¥as the consulting
engineer of Gen.¥William JePalmer during the surveying of his rail-
roed in Colorade and Mexico, was the chbef engineer of the Ftlantie
and Paeifie R.E. during its construection, and was the builder, ani

is the owner of the Pueblo Irrizating System of Colorado.
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Mr., Noble E,Dawson, pape y ¥88 amanuensis to Gnmnrm_t
when he wrots his memoirs, as also for meny years ths cheif sten-

oprapher for the House of Raewresent ivse at Washington, D.0.

T

Mr.Jesse K. Grant, page » ¥ho spoass of his visit to

Torolobampo, ig the younzest son of the late GamZﬂysws 8¢ Grant,

B P DY G

James Camphell, page , was for 20 Jears the chief con-

structor and penersl manager of the nev railroads huilt by the

Central an4 Southarn Pacific B.Rs companies in California, Utah,

Neve ia, Arizona, New Mexico, and Texas.

fadhad L T

Mr.John G, pawking, rege , went to Topolobamro in 1885

from Coloraio, and is Uving at “lLog Moehis, the American fsrm

lends fiftsen miles sastwerd of Topolobampo.
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PRETAC

"Torolobamro is situated in the State of Sinalos, on bLhe

(‘i pm

Pulf of Califorania and miiway Setweon Gu aymas and Yazatlan.

tain Preble,!.8.%. and others who have oxsmined it, tell me, that

it is e=sy of secess, a safe and securs harher sni can be entered
: by muq;a irawing tventy feet of water; and, in my wm;tian,"f'ts
(» 'Irm'evancah, good anch@mga; and other advantages inidleats the ripht
place for the most important City on the Ves®t Coest 0f Mexico.*
David Turner, U, 8, Consul,
La Pax, Xowsr Cqlifornia.

"All the products exported and i{mrorted inte Scuthern

Sonors and Northern Sinalos ars bhound to find an dnirsnee and exit
througn® Topolobampo. This herbeor is lestined to hecome the

chisf port of the Pacific Coast of Moxieo. I venture to say that

bafore the ond of the pressnt deeade there will b at laast three

rellreads cormencing or terminating at Tepolobempo. The possibe

ilities of this seetion of the couantry are heyond econceptiion.
"?nca. the modern sivilizer,-The Iron Horse,- strides its hoof en
thie s0il, the chsnpe will hu mepical.®
E'AHoTags, C.E.
"I am familier with meny of the finest harbors in the
worli, but for natural besuty I snow of none to exesl, and few tist ;J
squal, the bay of Topolobmmpo. We iismounted from our mules and

sat for some time upon the shore, admiring the graceful lines of

the harbor, watching the $eéa. fowl, end speculating upon the time

vhen this spot would he alive wi®h the husiness of all nations.®
FROM THE RRPOET OF MR, GEORGE W.STMUONS,JK. THE®OAK

HALL MEECHANT, *OF BOSTON,MASS

T ﬁ“!_,_ —.. yrs



*I have nevey pacsei this seassen »f the year Mfo:re in

sueh grod healthe. The climete from Notober on has besn sorelhing

incomparable, and will, T hawe no #ouht continue se, ﬁru@m-‘-? mrow= 4;
W%ﬂﬁnh&w, hut not uncbmfortab:ts; hot,asl understand, until
some timé towarlds the lotter part of Yay. Yith the sea air and
TR ;‘mthimx #died whot pust 1t e at Tegﬂiobampo! Yo will sese o
vinter asan tatiun there saoh 28 18 not te be frund wlssvhere in
the vorli.” Tuerte,%inalos, Yexieco, Yarch Tth. 1854.

(72 miles ooat of Topolobsrmpo) Vme K. Eopers.

The commerecs of the Pacific Ocesn ameunts to §5,000,000 000 par
ennums  "The New South® has a gateway to the "New Pagific® at
Tppolobempe; and this harbor, by virstue of its lLmense size snd
richness and diversity and quantity of the rasources of its im-
medinte hask country coupled with the facts the’ it hes %t moat
snjoyahle 'of ¢limutes, both summer ani winter, and is nearer to
iansas ctty,@hielgs,ﬂt.?aui.St..?.ouis,mma,t,au York, snd lew
frisens than any other harhor on thu fwifia coast, st ampy Topolo-
bempe as the future wort in Merth .nur.ica for anaia and Australiaj
and 'wre must consequently rise tie srostest wetroplis that hag

sver catersid to the Oreat South Sea trades

-h.!-:-!..:-'..‘,'at-zﬁxa
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I1s the most picturesque, largeat and best mountasinlocked

narbor in North Ameriea. It contains 54 square miles of water,

12 1/27 of whieh are from 25 to 90 faeet deep. This is more anchor-
ape than there is in front of $er York, Rrooklyn, Jersey City end
HYaprlem asomhingd. The depth over the bar is 20 fset ax‘low vater
mﬁ'#h&r{ is from five to six feet rise of tide.

' Topolohamro is situated in Sinalea, Mexico, on the Gulf
of Cadifernis, in latitude 25 , 32' Horth, and is on the line with
New Nrleans, Iounisiana, and Canton,China. It is midwey between
Yazatlan and Guaymas, and about 200 miles from Eothz and it is
nesrer teo every city in the Hnit&d 8tates and Canada, ¢ast of Phe
Visgiesippi and St.Lawrence Vallers than eny other point on the
Pagirie Cosst. YNew Orleans will save 1,200 miles in retting to
the Paeifie at Topolobempe, rather than going to San Franciseo;

New York 8403 and Chisago 500 miles. Livorpool can gend freight

and pasaéenpers, via Naew York and Topolobampo, to Australla, Hawaii
Y¥enils, and Japan 200 miles shorter than via Yew York snd San Fran-
cisco. This harbor once opened »s @ port to the world end con-
nectel by reilwey lines with Tex2s, will make & new and manufact-
uring south, sni will e-anre, in rart, the commereial routes of tie
vorli. |

Topolohamro has the most vigorous, wholeasome ani enjoye-
able alleyear-round eiimate of any loeality on our continent. It
hes the Richest and mest varied bagk-country natural resources of
any harber In the werld;
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Hoy Majusty's Consul says of the poprt of azatlanl-~ "0ndy
meall ecossting wessels cen nov Core insile the ber, and even fneid

meharase {8 metting searly more relucsd in aizge Fovgiin veg-e

sels have to lis outsile in an open roadstend, much expo sed 0 the
sutherly and smthewestrordly peles which blow bhetwoen Juk mnd
Aatoher,®= [ ',¥, fonauls Rgrort “fa. 565,1891, pedl.)

RUATVAR,

T g Pl e U D YR e v W e SR N D B T e G
YVeke Rapers,the rrivate sssrstapy of the Lragl dant of
the Ualtad Ftatass, Hons B.%,5ayee, eeys of the herbeor of Cuaymas

']

whieh $2 200 miles north of Topolebampo on the Gulf of Californiaé

"It iz fmpossidle to mare Suaynes a port of eonvenient wharlape,or
a desirebls plaes of rasidance, Jwing & aonst durable rart of the
e ar . The Senors Rai Iread Comrany &3 prosseuting, at & great
wost, & vary alahorate plan of dock improvements *thsre, buil ves-
s2la of ordinary Iirausht must 2lwasys apnchor = long iisfsncs irom
the vharf and *‘:-:e;';ah'ezsr frairht and rossshrers hy ldghterae. It %3
will o2lwars lasy *ha essential requirerents ol suflieient deplih oF
| 728

welor and draa for the scaveniant acoomodat ion 0f yessgls af
A

% 3 . ”
Inree olasa,"®




JnEN D, 1OuG,
Beavetary,
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Tahraary 12385 1905,
Dgar Sir -

Bgxlving to vour lettar of February Hine, l’k‘ij"%’ﬁiﬁmt ing a
ebpy 6f the reyort made by Copmodore Truxton, of tns porst of Xopele
gbsmpo, in the year 1869, T tsse pleasure ia ferwarding aerewiftn
8 copy of extract faken frem the prive te journal ept by Comucdors
villdsm ¥, Traxten, conmeniing tne UsS.8locp of E.@ "ITomastasn®,
off Topolobmapu, Mexlso, in Maren 609, waish it is prosumed, ia
the repert you dedire. ’ o

Tory respustiully, |
{ 81 ned) Chag. He 0arling

AetAng Sucratare

T
Unitad Statss Senate,

Sashington,Del,
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snd throusk whigh thres snd ons half fathoms chn he safely carried

Extract from rrivete Journsl sspt by
fome oiore ¥I1liem T. Truxton, copmendlnge tue
.8, %00 of Yar YJmmsztown®.

are Topelobummo,Mexied.

fn the S1st. was informed W % natiwe that the sip was

off %’h@ai, the mouth of the Figsr "Aheps” (Pasrtel) aﬁirtad'our
snchorege t» latitule 25° 53' Yerth, Tongitude (Chro) 100® 214 z7v
Yest, ia 10 fothoms wator, heri ;vrw anndc.

"The an® ranes to this herbor and the inland sss of Ban

Carlog is in Yatitude Q’f” 32', North, Loagitude 109° 14' 25¢ Weat,

gt Jlow watar,

"Phe lani ef Topolohampo, snd the isleni of San Ignacie,
heti wn whieh ars tha streits of Topslebammpo snd ent renge to the

Tay 61 San Carloa, i3 high snd essily ilstincuisheble.

"¥ith the Parellone Sen 'gnasio (in Iat. 25° 21 Nerth,
Tonpituie 1n6¢ o ¥rat) wesring S.%. by 8. (Mag) you have a fair
view of Topelobempe atraits.
"With the ¥arsllone San Ipneeic haaring 5. ;':u';-o /% W
{sap) the entranse hetween the sand banss bears e 5461;'2 HBaat(Map)
"You can then stand in on that course (H-M’l/ﬁ&.) with
sefety till vou sss the bhrdskers on either sids of the smodth vater
j : ) g 4
of the channsl; the scundings decrease regularly and sraduaily, »d
wottem smooth, hard sand, free frm all dangers. )

"Yhen on this line, the etraits of Tepolobampe will be
shut in sna you must be esreful W to be m:&ulud by an mawm :
epening a little ta tne %rtwm W ’EM He Npm Es m & #ﬂﬂw

e

Y. line given shove. B ' ’

' '3 i E ] g
Wiee. L y = ,
L o2 il = OO e 2, 4
= _gﬂ.h B ez V| Lt Ul ¥ e e el s,




rhe anpnoaches are mads, 1t wiil he well t¢ heap abruat hell wny
betgean tha Yarallons anl tho ratnlend, and hetwasn L wosl ani
4,8,¥. mwoints of the compmus, hefops standing in 00 rleige

"Tne set of the tide, on and OutEbAS the dmnd henis, are

not dstermined; taey ars quile stronge~-eppsfent rise end fall

-y - < 4 . ’ k 5
it LA ot Ry S | (R ST TS S e R

"Phe high lands o Terolobempt aré fnced but géparated

W 'n newrew strip of water {rom e bright, vellow and heach, shich
stratehae snway to the Bertheari sl gestyard,ond le lost in the
iistandae.

It moxe8 8 povd mark for the Hertheas sideg OF tHe @nte

tranced as vou ayproseh Irow the wesivsrd, and in the «f Loynoon
ghows well. %e oarried four (&) fothoma 0 within &0O0 fuet o0
this basehe.

"Pne watey 0F Topolehmmpe harber anid streity wearies from

six (8) ro [ifteen ﬁls) fathoms, till well in San Tarles Bay when
it rredumlily shoals. urthar avestipation,hovevar, ra? levelop

. " % : - ol v oma % z - 1 e
goold ehannels thregph T Roernllliden’ Aniangd GG

re
-~
-

s54ne watar way be' 6htaine i LY

*In Tonolnbamrs fair

L2

ginkins wells in the 2and on coanchal Foint. vood 18 nnrt to be
had axodpt the thin groe!a of Cheparral that cowers the high hills

of the vieinity.

"No signs of fresh¥ater in Ysn Cerles Bay] no wood, no

aradle land, sai no desirable place to looetle 8 eity could be seen

durine the briefd time miven o its favestigatiom.
faha Qnah&ragu outside is perfectly asfe,as a ship could 'ﬁé
siveys 1ie 6ff shore with & S.B. or S.¥. wiand,should it begin to ¥
hlow.
"!‘mmg To-olobumpe vessels are onticely protected rm
the ssa, whily ouly S.¥. mnd #.¥, winds would be fa1b; in 'S
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%0 ¥ORE SECURE ANCHORACE 18 TO T& FOUND, WHYLE WITH THE AID OF
AR THRER RUNYSFACCESS T4 TT COVLD BE WADE BERPRCTLY STMPLE, “ORE
an THAN 6 M08T OF THE HARBORS OV 'm AnAGT OF THRE USTEED STAISS,
SOUTH AF BOSTON,

*Thore are many rivers erpiying into the fulf of Celifor-

‘nia not laid down on the eharts. T am aatisfisd, also, that Othe

gééd harbors will ﬁo foand when this sountry, which for hunireds
of vears haa gufforad from the curse of =’ srule,shall pass dnier
the contrel of an enterprising npeepla.

"Ymreys chart,-probably ths hest at preosent published,-
is axeeedingly 1ncofréét: in feet the ceerraphy of the Yorth Weet
passape is bebisry anWn then that of this eastern shore of tne
Culf of‘ealircrnia;f

A R R ——
Guayvmag, Sonora, "“Maexion, Dé\cum?)ér 224 1853
AE.Nwan, C.E. Vaghington, B0, |

My Dear Sir,
In complian- @ with your request I will now rive Yu

s

T he
gxgct information ragarding the Teopelobampo bard

i1st. In the middle entrance vou nave 5 1,2 fathoms of water.

23. At th{a Jorth entrande 5 fethoms.

34. On the souts side or entrance you heve 4 fethoms of water.

S ALl ths above mesdurspents are ot low 4ide.

The her is eamething liha 3Q@ Peeat tiﬁpo

After leaving ma **ar en the mnm of *né 'ua.rbor,f.he éh mnel
deepens to l&lfgtnema.

Tou have 8 ﬁﬁthema up te pOinb oriaaaﬁlha in the Stfiata ef*édanuﬁ.
You will requirs 3 buo?# ﬁn the H&x. thaz any vessel 1111 he safe

at any time with a pﬂcﬁ:t O 1 7 R

I you ghould require more utum mmmtn; you

'mﬁuntwummxuu




e ORlson.

Bantain of vessels sailing on the tuil ol
Ond L iernif.
- s
_ The Gulf of Californis, My R1Q0
Mr.fe.KoOwan, | ‘
- MNew Yors.

Demr SErs

At vour request, I smndisd the Towelobsaero bar, On lese-
ing, finding the least weter to he 20 feot &t low tids. N snter-
jne pass one hundred yerds south of the Morth haoy whienh ig8ds
tuir inte the chennel. Tne South Buoy is ip g bri position and
ghonld be of ther romeved,or placsd nearsr the shenpel. As 11 now
etanis in fromt of the South nyank, sny one roundisg 14 Biuoys to

antar Twnloh‘mm would run inte shoal water. 35 DUOYS aré wvery

: |

IYGSGrIvain:

#

exhoneive articles I siwve you o vori of sdvizg 23 Lo
tham. & &% x_lx X ¥ % X xXx X X
yeurs truly,
¢V dobinson,
Captein, Ssoamanip “Alfaﬁa'

- gl fomlm]-
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‘was of Yipht dpaft,T had the osnptain faxe seund ags be fage approad

g and vatil wo cpesesd the bhar,and Found taree fathors on e

Avep wateor and 4id net sonnd aredn untll ve cngt anehos in the ine

smi.& that Captairs, as & gererasl rale,entar poritsg at high *i‘ﬁ;/

in ’::u:m::mifu*‘ and -.»:,w.wz:zsiwa.mﬁ will piwe abeltor fo 211 ‘*he fluehg

'mamtw 150 m’%s,ﬁmm m Mh&m
"‘mmu of the yadlresd uu \qf

"

FTARES g A¥ P BELL, &5 Qs
oy 99 yases the OGenerasl Mmaager and Gonstraeter Mor

the Central snd Southern Maeifie B Bo 000" 84

'! arrivaed at !npel#bmra en the 18th,of Apcils We npad
dn m%l'iﬁ%a sy aF entering the h&mr,aa he

Captaia know the ehannel ani hardor woll,and atver Look dowa any
gail uatil résdy to drop snehor in the innar hardor.

vEs argsand the har at low tide,snd slthough Our vessel

-bg;yﬁ'gmieﬁ ssomad to me only & Alstance of 309 feak,%iwn ve foun i

ngr harvor in four fnthowms of wetsr. T eaptain told e that

thare #as snother chéum; ‘south of wherse wg crossed e war Wat
t shina aonld said into the hore

¥4

et mors wetar -and that tne larpe

noy at any time shen the crannel wos p@rked by dDusysy hw gloo

v

thet “*a : 5 ¢ :Lm sere - #isa from 4 to € feet and thers wouil be no

naer “w m largest stenmers o entar Tapolohanyo. ' The horber

af the Pasilie Ooaan.?

A e D e i A

WEMW rmm:- lm,m ﬁn o3

*M uww nmventmiaa**m it ws 11 ascemand ol *w frsf‘iﬁ for ovar mﬂ

muw,bo*n Wrm and seuth, m:uw; tig cnaat m& ‘irec"ll' Y)Mk ‘”-0 tm

wzu Jm*ah m tr.,a

:‘.ff,a‘

mm mﬂm au Wb t“ﬁ Mﬁf& W '
nm Wm mm ummﬁ o



portion 67 the Unitdd Stetes. T omn mmad 8 hestar ghowing than
‘tha be Daring the lasl ten vases,with an sverepe of Anpio=faxon

vopulation n® Sgiwesn throe and foar hundred,ve. howa ' hrd only -

 from loek 0f the conwenisnces and many of what sro consiisred the

S an 0ld ao!.aniw‘k um }ﬁ’t W Mi' m Wa m ahé umﬁ o mh il

i
Year Yrdond,

T am very glad to near that 'he reils for the Fonaio-

wemen Badlresd nevg eon sbdppads na rechs wori st the ey ie

nes¥ly finished,and the contrsetor sxreats %0 naw b all completad

'W tm msl of ma mnth,ar zhb mgm;w of nm. , 'nn a:a:u is

twesn that riaoe and Pasrie shout six kilewetars hewe bosn complets

80 Itmt wo twsen Topolobemre ani Muerts tier is ealy shout 20 aile !
ome tors of a:ridia@ yet to he done. Everyhody here sxpue’ s ‘o Sue
tuis seetion in operation Heforg reny MOre $o9iS. An lrmene e
her of tisd hinwve h-wh bremght in ‘o Tierte anl etribitsd aiongy

the prads as for a8 San 2lma, vors ar e'l')einr"“rmmht i@d Faarte

gvery dawv,and,frem shat I 2on ’eazn,ﬂ sra Bra snourh ready cut,or
nserly snouzh,%e lay the track frowm ‘l‘rmr-‘f‘e':«mwﬂ {£y milas)to. Fusrte |
1 nets the a"mip- tng"you anel one 1n *bmri o !‘MM’W

te with 4t desth ratd of S.05 per U7 ~11,m;:1.,,w Lap e noslth wht

toen dgstns,despite tho faet thaet ¥ havey suffered more or loasg

necgsearies of 1ife in mors eivilized sormunitiss and that reny
invall ls ﬁ&w nere in order %te r&min their nealthy " and tnilo

meny of m.w nauwi tm;t m;ugm ummm qm: i

?raa*ei £ tawir inmw mome g snd tmm in::::eam:a the deaih ate of

the sattlewsmb s A i‘:m Myn aga I bed a t"ln with Hidnolas Buarpny,

R *Ia rmi’wil fm@:"

for & het tar Mw*m.
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and the elirnte i3 4e)ishiful and heslthys. At 1os Modhig, a Dow

yeuL pAgeNe

@3 Tmora oy lowg in medy siaced hpltwden Guat epele #nd toe Eie

™

e k » P e i BN ks a4 y N F \ 4 ! . "
Uranks 24 ToTslabamng, Byt ¢ 5t ant 1ﬁnd,@my pjgﬁw o Acsizable

&

-

in 211 rospret o llwe in as Yopelohmupo and vicinitys . He 1

'‘BHY e now 0 2tev.

(2imned) T.0s DEWELaS »
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At mmmrs” m %l.nun.mwuuh i3 a synopsis of

i

Fepert madd by me of tho projectsd Eo¥e and naphor of Toroleiadpo.
T want owver the line of road in M3y,19%1,and found that shout 33 i

ef the prading had heen done batwesn Pusrto asd the Ports  Thors

ware a0 snpginssriar 43 Misuitias th Y8 oncvantisrad in eonstrustion
gg Ir ai Azua Galients da Tmea,snich is o 4st wmge of 108 milis
and whish trsverses a osunfry whisgh coull H3 mede vef;.* riar frem
an arfioultural 3"10?‘;‘1 noint. 'Ef'iw'".‘imh:«r rggquiress in the ‘.z@:ou:';".mtn:s
are lmmenss, and & nawrber of mines and waluable rrosrests esn
farndsh 8 lsrse tonncme irvedintuly. The town sl en Aé Ray oy

mmlo‘mxm i3 ‘the seynots to the stimeticn,as it L4 dnguestivnahly

on SYhe »ast harbor on thg Cull of Uslifornis. Losalnhemoa harhor
i3 1f ‘miles leng ond haa 31{t. of water shove the Bar ot lew 1.
Vestels ecominz t0 the angnorepe can trrew Sheir spny plank On

shars.  The rearber ix most beautiful helpr sarrenrded by wéunbtains

miles from the harbor,*hs Amerionn farmers ralse Drulf i vepse

tsblos of avery Jeusrint inn, sl o 28 ;ﬂfi’ml;_s:tlm. ‘Ta wy opiaten

with s rail rosd and o 1iug of Steariors,Pasific DIFw g4t will,in

a foy rears,hecome ons of the wogt wr:e'!parws peints on the west

capnt of wmw{ $ 8 :mw navar vﬁm*aaa = ww mmﬁm or mn

mﬂ»le #ﬂiut *20 wﬂnﬁim a{-v<"" "ﬁ



Haw York,

Daay SEri-
1 sonsider there is no point wacovered to-day ®hers it
iz so0 ioiirabin to have s orselter erveted st os Tépolobempo. There

u 1 tmmoly rida mining district contiguous from shich t irsw

RNDSERC

@ mmxly at mmlly rich ores. i exa_mzmad thies district
‘twige wiihin the last eiphteen months and reperted in detail upen
ithe sdvisability of a 200 ton ancltsr buing eérectals Vill »e
plesssd to mest your friends and confirm eny detell *hey war desire
Sincerely Yours,
{8ipn=4) Js Esdeile Tlorance.
I e o
Hone.billdem L. 5%pere serale TAL1Y the information T hove
hai ;3,Q'nea coeming to Mexico corrghorates the eninion wmg have heen
led i@ enteriain with rsferencs to the superior thal asdvantames
af Pepolobdum=o ay for all the puryes=s and requirements of a

larse commereinl ssaport.?
X X 2 %X B =

*1 nave ¢oms h;aex frem Topolobampo~ left the place very
rgluatantls indsed, Tt wes o constont regrot I 444 not hawe you
with me 2t the bharhor as 1 stuiied the lay of the ground end all
ite remerseble piventages disclosel themsalves, Ho one I suppose,
I con safely ssy, hag ovar piven 80 much tire te their oxsminaticn
ghort sas it was, ‘

"Topolobamye exceeds in every resrect 8ll the emctﬁ%
ations I had, It wild xﬁatn the handsomest seayort in the vorld,ns

 ¥ell as the momt convenient for Mrﬂat uses: I have to taze

eounsel of my sebersst juisment when ! mu. about ih 1 Pn't vant

at this time of my life, to met notoriety for mmingv If you g |

cmld put the Jersey Yountains en tne HMm nmm eloss a-




thronsh theus lswsl Tanis,winidag for miles throurh them snd ar

tha S2138 ~f the hil's that rmake on their oyposite siies the harbor
hinffs,ven would have a ricture of tho city which con be mads at
this sriendid herder, as time goes Ons  vou rmst 2d4 then sone

three million or more of Wana & level syrend of as chelce soild

- every acre of ‘!ﬁ“,‘aﬁ" was ever turpsd B the plow, snd n ¢limate
vhiieh for a-{,—;};t months of the Mr ig nething less then verfect.
Vith the refreshing raine which come with tke four rereinire »ontis
in ths sumner heat,! don’t see why saythine else should be seii of

it.*

Heary ¥, Helibrock,Civil Eaxinser  sayst- *The eocuntry
irained by ths Fie Tuerte i3 ene of the ricrost miners) iistricta
in Mexiese, mnd vhen, 4t is dsv.leped wil) furnich a l=rge asna
Inerative dusine s for s railvead."v

Hoble E.Dawson, scyal« *T will not tirs wou with a de-
teiled 1eseription of the mapnifiossnt Tusrt Velley,or with specu-
lations as o 1ts im snse apriculture) rosaibilitiss. 1 nawe
vigifal the Valisy of Maxiso,the regicns vatorsd h# tha lewer Rio
frande,any s<her vortioas of the Ropuhlie, ma vith sueh opportune
itigs for forming an opinion,T froely exvresa the wiew that Sinaloca
is the natural,thouzy vzt un lovelopad, parden state of the Fepublie,
vhile the Tuorts Tallsy is the pardon spot ef Siamloa.

*In rospeet o olimate,ns T was thara ia the hézteat & O
son of the yeav,s ¥ord Ay not he out of nlace. The e ys nere
uniforply quite wawmm, but sgain snd aratn I rod4e unier e noon day
sun,net only without ssricus sumﬂ'm.m,ﬁznm&- fenr of gserious
CUNBSGUSNOE S, In faet, I “elieve sun strokes are unspown &mra.‘

Sleep st night was never interfered with by heote The nimmts
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-nﬂmt rode throurh tre mm

;”am &M visin‘lt?. we mtwq 'w- 0

or legn ecovaring seeoptable.

Lo mREE mDTHa

OB - e e e OB o

Captain Albert Yon 7"(:9;3, savsl~ "Brom El Yparte to Zape-
rode : , -k
tillo we At,.r agh 8 yeritanle garden ,srset-—wmaeo sf a2y cang, oorn,
and ®¥h a@f figlig givinm the necessary prootfs ef the Pertility of ¢
the soi . Prom Zapotille to Tqrelolmm'w Harbm', a aistance of Z1
i : :*‘W *thvu

mtt&r the embrm&ng vat:nns‘wre re and the mi‘rsahing see breezés

inown to he eonstant in the vicinity.

*Pords saonmnot dascribe the magnituie ef this mport. ,
Upon ita ample woaters thousani of winged natives were &nje}{ing
netwe in this quiet and rgjestic ahode.  Entirely 'sm-mun:isa by

meunteing of A00 to 1,000 feet nigh,ws arée not awere of our immed-

fate proximity to the -se, neither of the extensive lawl ity sfitu

which is gxtonding gastuvari and aor&hwmr:i at less thlm ‘B helf semd

mi 1 f‘rnm Wh . RBaPforae s lies a Mrhm* 'm.'ale enw«‘h&to TR Ee
gxtensive dommercial fleet enjoy the somforts of a good and saie
'anehrr'ami; hehind us, separated hy & narrow range of nuls lie
the extensive -lains where the city is to rise_.. ' i ; :

®The City site is admirebly ehosen. It Will,nowewer,

‘B2 advisehle te stert the first improvements and buildings at one ¥
mile nrertheast from *he cormercial or husingss part, the: ecunlry
P
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‘fh oy wedng mors elumwd-

| *"M'mr raving convinced msa:hu of tho ‘;". trw -
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the MEFROT of m:aummpa,m aum&ﬂ% m howt lneat!nn % hﬁ

*aken by A r?i'iroal an:i r:wi'zg tm.en our m’:ftem abfz uk Tﬁpmebampa

m& Tda %gﬂhnﬁ o
the mw.ﬁm. of this port 4
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a1 Hate to! @p ur- ﬁmws. ';_f ..o‘

- SUmMBY

orempo -on one woamer the vildle of thisz wenth.
E ' . . 5 po
the Cerren 1z unicading 2,609 snoas st oir pear tis

DN ipT. Tha "dor.er’ ond the Tderrier’ ~ase plegssat musio gn

b

wyita, Pyent vy five dusky inilsng are salrdy trotidng undsr the

wolpht of their 1rsds a9 they carry them frw the mu through he

e

*Spne marehants of ’i‘mé Fusrks 'v‘aa!ay heve héupght up tmz‘
ér:—;m guray frem tha 'Congiancia' and 'Ploride’ swrar mill 8 o
sith tumt of 'Ts Aruilla’ they are shipping it te San Frenoises,
CaliParnia, as thus 4t will e Wty free, and they will rvefine it
tleres. They ﬁv Franniseo stedimar 18 oo Hig for the &sferoe Pdan-
‘wm ture, 0. the ’f.‘:x':-'&z'is sringing the suger heve,for ssven cénts

n o eBok. Tweuld think 31 ehearer to hHeuld 4t heré direct,wilh

earts,than te lond and unicai and then o pay that s fOne load

s te he storsd te-dpy,ahd the other the mnext trip of the Carmss
) I N J i d o AR
nnd they are Woth lesdod 2ireet fPom the Corr@En 1o the Sen Fyane

el sen stesmer. They A0 ot scey doubd zehine ecommeotions I a0
A~ '

_ ( v
&g the si‘,ﬁr:f@n’is; noy teo daye late,having wen detalnsd 2 day up

‘the Estero,on scatunt of the tide.or shell T s thd Bend mudflat,

fsto whieh -lis*r s o {loundsr every time it nas Lo go wp thedas 1
thifh T teld you of =y goiaz on ths 'Carmen’ oie trip nitn Ulas
713"#"2,%;“'_3 al mr astontuhment of hei 14 ragped nioar IOgLiar hrush
whoking R‘tﬁ&t& mangla hrieh mnn-pull“&m thr‘auén the mai for *Ez&

1w twe :amw g4 M T mmur a ;%pmr ewr am tm mm,

pat #:Mm- £ gy wﬂl am ¢m}ﬂ3h\,m f!" thﬁma ‘s Mnsy “4n Wwe M“!p.
There is not zmm 1x *haw ‘“':.tﬁs but‘ tho ms.rw oung 28 vt Lo
do tha %rrﬂm for Lﬁ ﬁmﬁ&ﬁaf@l%ﬁ&a” hw i!g eun hoats) and

they *ﬂx mr meu uz» ﬂjwﬂs ,m m‘w:'_"i::’fy*—,..zm m&-m ey

i i."" M Mvo aluays baeq anfhune
jastie shedt Mplﬁ’;‘m, wa&” Mli ¥osano.
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Tuep #1111 forget that I saw Azibowpe-a spock-six piYes in the die-
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g © Mes, Saral Eidher,seysie TAroricrn suraeecy in the

Pilddrinas, the Todrenss and Cubs espnet otikr¥ise than hawe o most

marAd and wajueble influsnee on vour Conck ssd ‘;;w. It is e mae-

ter 2iroke wh oh maae8 vour transecstntinental reilvay the slent,

Feni thoroughfare of cévilizations As hafors 4t was pisat, it

iy wow rus ;"": the fradies? shtsrpringds of the 8. |
b *. all sa ~lainp '{r,: goi After the saoful study we

have rade in thelrust 0F thim s aad plany that T st interpgupt

Fou ® "*‘ﬂ'r'"»e*‘;* te dat vou 69 %9 Beg it and noy gatiaygioatie 7y fedd

*"Alvin, lavpenes gnd I ro holding the foet st the HEY. o

.
Ve hmwg etarse of The wadrshoage and niar, ALl narsons hérs ani M

the fore Bre wgli, Trhere Wwill »e tons of grapeg on the farm. f,

. i y 1 < A

,;1

Thay are st pottins rivw and ;jare fine. ; v _ i
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"The may is !'wmutiﬁ,gl'v.&n_ﬂ ha Wﬁ*»haw_'lﬂwzlb‘! : ’mm

aré a vary few gnats] of e

that i 2al7 ono of teglos.
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and #a3y of aecsss,and then passing through & ranase of meuntains

o o Vi

A VETP THEAURY SOUBEA AND SIMATOA.Y
hy
JEARE R, GHANT.

"On the noraing of the 2%%he of Natohar, 1888, we (Dven, i

Pryssay and Crant) sailad inte Topolobempo,and & noble harber we

found it.  First somes an outer rondstesd,s miles in Almester,

we a sraad sni desey ehsnnal,called the ‘cteaits of Joshua' we en-
tared the irnar hardor,larger toen the rosistesd and eompde’ ely
taniYoekad as the hills,montionsd, entirsly shut out any view be-
yeade

“¥a loandei bog wnd ";.a;,;r'a@jf.e on the lonely shorss of Lue
unuss 4 siralts,and the 'Neptuno' sailed owey end was sten lost to

view. luaving us to cuxr dov s88 and W the énjoyment of agfural

ngsuty combinsd ¥ith solitude lise tis fipst day of ereaticn, . Oue
dsvicss were perforse very simple; (or sone red tare of the ods-

tom reerie of Komsles,had resulted in our well malectal oo

suuivazs heinz laeft tohind, aad so we were tarown oOn iho nongut
Miavia darith or Wiamis, tin oup, n~ad fryiag ran. Henews o, WhO 20
f¢ wuoh hwrpiness,to s philogophisel man, to L& goti cut 6f SMb
girrlisities, A Slanxet, at times, is & thing joar %0 3 zen,and
a feyvisg pan & Juxary.

¥ihat 2 iaator dn 1ifs 45 climatae. There ve wei¢ la B

per fantliy heslthy country date ia ﬂetm‘wr,wm .Va!., in %ia i‘mwsﬂg

g TR

e i o b e 1l R R %
v 285t aosat tempuraturd, d : Wm ¥ :

venient esctl, was nll that we raquiréi to varda o2 the sug hy ey )
arid the iev by alghts I wﬂfaaa it is a w&e to e to rwar the :

t a2 :* g A
congtent arosns of tne nvr‘m ',ffj v 2o il .ma then to viait ‘!

s sountyry ﬂoro lang ia @M @'

.-l_

ik Eiblibated et 10 ulm.nﬁua hﬁb the 1ife equation.
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teroloharre i3 slive siin red srnappir

funped sentinually, predatory por rerises rolled elong ant Ccng 8&%
grarvehere the Aorasl fin of the chara subting the an ohhe walelr 48
{ta swnsr orulsed about strictly att ontive %0 Husiness. Bee \
Indisns, {rom Over &
the nvishvoring mountaine,oecssionsdly visi ted tihw hay to spealr
fizh: SHut sxcept for sach trensisnt inraders, tne nativas of tiw ©
gea hol4 unidsputed yossassien of those wetors. T heve no uhbht,
howaver, thet shen wivilixstion oomss aleny nare %0 matdy the waber
juntror the wsensry,snd rain the ahorigines there will he larpe

fistapriss on this coast,mnt ¢th.! the sweet soft air w:ll w8 0i0r~

ous with the regk of fah oil gstabliskmenta. 1t dovs seer astvege

fhat = nsrtor lise this Topolohemwo gshould heve remAined a 501ite

oy Topelobampe has 2 gocd H2as GOUNEE 7, e nerbos L a0M=
\‘ "

%
ol water

ule s

medisas, eesy of secsss oni lanlleesad, sl sarricoa 25 Yest

eleas %o the ghoresn) yerapsre howsyay, inesy alw ant &0 nsldorel

"y,

recuigite,or nasfoul in & Mexican rarte Juiging by ArishampC,the

gearort of this ragilon,shere vessals hrve to lig 0fF sove rel mbled
[

ani A1) ke fpoipnt, I understend, ‘s lifhterea es W rear the
deaches the “oet esn po at hirh tida,mheye the heswy part oF T
cermo,~ such as o ehingry-is uwaped overboari te nmait los v &8 ar

snl wokea of oxsn o d:'m it honoae.
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giartol an 8 trip to Tuurte,lesving our compenion {Prossey) o
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"Down on the Coast of Sinaloa is the -splendid natu-
ral harbor of Topolobampo; and if a railroad does not reach
that port reasonably soon, I have authority for saying that
it will be through no fault of Diaz. Indeed, among his

| specific dreams for the general uplifting of his nation,
one of the dearest is to thwart that astounding geography «
so well defined by Humbolt = which splits Mexico in twain

from top to bottom."

"The Awakening of a Nation" , Page 80, by

Charles F. Lumis _
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Yovember 11, 1901,

Meochis, Sinalon, Mexico,

Me, A, K, Owen,
pear Priendi=

Y am very glad to hear that the rails for the

Popolobampe Radlroad have beon shipped, PThe rogk work af
the bay is nearly rindshed, the gmtractor expegts to have it
all gompleted by the end of this wenth or the beglmming of
next month, The grade is pragtisally Andshed from Topolo=
bampo ss far as Jeeahul md between shat plage and Puerte
about six kilemeters hove been gompleted, so thak betwoen
Topolobmupo and Puerts there is only about twenty kilometers
of grading yel Lo be dme, Everybody there expegis to see
this sectlion in operation before spring, An fmeense mpber
of tles hoave boen brought into Puerte and digtridbuted along
the grade ng far as Sm Blas, wMore are dodng brought inte
Paerte eyery day and whet T con learn there are snoush MERAY
gutg,or nearly enoush, to lay the tragk feon Topolebompe to
Paorte,

I note the olipping you enclose in resard to North
Dakota with 1ts death rate of 6,98 par thousand, being the
heal thiest portion of the Imited States, We gan make a bete=
ter showing then that, During the last ten years, with an
average Anglo=Saxon population of between three and four
hundredy we have had only rifteen deaths, despite the faot
that we have always suffered more or less for lask of the
sonvenienoes mnd many of what are gmsidered the negessaries
of 1ife in more givilized cormmmities snd that many invelids
vome here hoping to regain their health, and while many of
these readized thetr hopes, some susoumibédto diseases




gmtragted in thelr former homes, and thus ingreassd the
death rate of the golony, A few days ago T had a talk with
Hicholas Murphy, wn 0dd colonist who left here about six
years asog and went to mmmn, He remoindd there about
two yam and then went to look for a betier losation, ue
returned hers & gowple of wooks t?ﬁ;ti;, He told mé that sdnoe
leaving Guatemala he bag visited snd sojourned more or lo8s
in many ploges between guatenals and the Rio greande and
Topolobanpo, but ‘could not rind any plage as desirsble in
all respects to live in as Topelobawpo and viednity, He is
here now Lo stxm/, j

\‘tirmjmmfi) J. 8. nawkinx;.

MEMORANDUMN,

At the request of c:olv, Owen, herewith is a synopsis
of a raport made by me of the projegted R,R, and harbor of
Tmulahwaﬁ. I went over the line of road in May, 1901, and
found that about 1/3 of the grading had been done betwesn
Paerte and the port, Thece were no engineering diffioul ties
to be encoun tered dn eomstruetion as far as Asua Calient®
de Baon, whidch is a distangs of 103 miles and which traverses
a gountry which gould be made very rich from an sgrigul tural
ammxmmt; e timhor resourges are mmn. and A nwwher -
of mines and valusble prospests gan furnish a large hLonmage
inmedistely, The town m the Bay of Topolobmmpo is the key=
note 1o the situation, as it 4s wnquestionably the best
harbor on the gulf of 0alifornia, TPopolcbompo harbor is
18 milens long and hed #1 £3, of water over the bar at low
tide, and 25 to 27 P4, ot high tide, Vessels saning to the

-l




achorage can thbow thaif gang plank on shore, The harbor
is most beautiful, being surrounded by mountains and the
glimate is delightful and heslthy, At Los Mochis a few
miles from the harbor, the Amerigen fammers there raise
frult and vegetables of every des¢ription, and te perfegtion,
In my opinion, with a rail rond and & line of stoamers,
racific olty site will in a few years became one of the most
progperous points on the west coast of Mexige, T have never

vigsited a more beautiful, or more suitable peint to estab=
lish a large city, '

’ \‘

Degewber Tth, 1901,

001‘. A-. ®. Owen,

ew York,
Dear Sir:~

I gonsider there is no point ungovered to-day where
it is so desirable to have & smelter = eregted at af Topo-
lobampo, There is an imwensely rich district contiguous
from which to draw & supply of unusually righ ores, Have
exmmined this district twige within the past eighteen months
and reported in detail upon the advisability of a two hundred
ton @melter beins erected, WAll be glad to meet your friends
and gonfirm any details they may desire,

Singerely yours,
(signed) J.Esdaile Florance,




TOPOLOBAMP O,

B ot Tt o ekt o S o St ot o

"Is situated in the State of Sinaloa on the Gulf of
California and midway between Guaymes and Mazatlane. ‘ ﬁ
Captain Prebl*, U. S. N, and others who have examined it,
tell me, that it is easy of access, & safe and secure hﬁwbﬂr\- f
and can be entered by vessels drawing 20 feet of water; and, |
in my opinion, its location, good anchorage, &nd other ade~
vantages indicate the right place for the most important
City on the West Coast of Mexico.'

David Turner, U, S. Consul,

La Paz, Lower California.

i st 3 o e Bt e s B e e B T fd B B e

William H. Seward, said:=

{

"The Pacific Ocean, 1ts shores, its islands and |

3

the vast region beyond will become the chief theatre of

the events in the world." i E

Robert Howe Bancroft, suthor of the "New Pacific,"
gays:= "A dozen lines of steamships now cross the Pacifie

between Americs and Asia where for two and half centuries

& single galleon made its slow and clumsy way forth and back

from Acapulco to Manila once & year."

s im0 o o Al S e e e e

$5,000,000,000 per annum. "The New South" has a gateway
to the "New Pacific" at Topolobampo; and this harbor, by

virtue of its immense size and the richness and diversity
and quantity of the resoureces of its immediate back country

- i : -
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coupled with the facts that it has the most enjoyable of
climates, both summer and winter, &nd is nearer to Kansas

¢ity, Chicago, St. Paul, St. Louis, Quebec, New York, and

New Orleans than any other harbor on the Pacific Ocean,

stamps Topolobampo as the future greatest mart for North ‘ "

1 _
America, Asia, ana Austrealasia; and here must rise the ‘
greatest Metropolis that hes ever catered to the South Sea

trade.

- e e e G e S e G

B, A. H. Tays, C. E. says:= "All the products
exported and imported into Southern Sonora and Northern
Sinelo& are bound to find &n entrance and exit through
Topolobampo . This harbor is destined to become the chief
port of the Pacific Coast of Mexico. I venture to say
thet before the end of the present decade there will be at
least three raiiroads cormencing or terminating at Topo=
lobampo. The possibilities of this sectipn of country ;
E are beyond conception. Once the modern civilizer e
The Iron Horse == strikes its hoof on this soil, the change

will be magicel."

Hon, William XK. Rogers, says:i- "All the informatien

B Tttt T SN, ye i

*, | I have had since comlng to Mexico coroborates the opinion
#5Hu¥s vevh 164 to entertain o 2

natural advantages of Topolobampo bay for all the purposes

end reguirements of a large comme rcial seaport.”

-~

"I have come back from Topolobampo - left the place

very reluctantly indeed;\ i was & constant regret I did




S

not have you with me at the harbor as I studied the lay of
the ground and all its remarkeble advantages disclosed
themselves. No one I suppose, I can safely say, has
ever given so much time before to their examination, short

as it was." Mooy oF e Uy N XK X

"Topolahampo exceeds in every respect all the ex=
pectations I had. It will make the handsomest sea port
in the world, &s well &s the most convenient for commer-
cial uses. I have to take cofinsel of my soberest judgment
when I talk abvout it. I don't want &t this time of my
life to get notoriety for romancing. If you could put thé
Jersey Mountains, or the Hudson Highlands close around
New York, with broad openings several thousand acres in

area in every different direction between their slopes,

and seven Chicago rivers through these level lands, winding
for miles through them &and around the base of the hills
that make on their opposite sides the harbor bluffs, you
would have a picture of the City which can be made at

this splendid harbor, as time goes on. You must ad; then‘
some three millions or more of land, a level spread of &as
choice so0il, every acre of it, as was ever turned by the

plow, &nd & climate which for eight months every year is

nothing less than perfect.

come for %ﬁﬁh@nﬁrﬁf;hf%d%ﬁiﬁijbh

ﬂ 3 i g‘.‘?{‘,.‘.,--"{z

don't see why anythingelse should be said ef it.

"Topolobampo Harbor more than justifies what has
been said of it. It is one of the great harbors of the

world, and is as certainly destined to be the site of &an

With the refreshing rains which

Frxxx. "
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important commercial and mamufacturing seaport, as the
broad and beautiful valley of this river and the Sierras
at its source will be the theatre of & most prosperous

development of &gricultural and mineral industry.”

e e e e e e e e S e ah Sw e e e e e o wwem

Henry R. Holbrook, Civil Engineer, says:- "The
country drained by the Rio Fuerte is one of the richest
mining districts in Mexico, and when it is developed will
furnish a large and lucrative business for & railroad."

Noble E. Dawson, saysi- "T will not tire you with
a detailed description of the magnificent Fuerte Valley,
or with speculations as to its jmmense agricultural pos-
sibilities. I have visited the valley of Mexico, the re-
gions watered by the lower Rio Grande, and other portions
of the Republic, and, with such opportunities for forming

an opinion, I freely express the view that Sinaloa is the

natural, though yet, undeveloped garden State of the Repube

lic, while the Fuerte valley is the garden spot of Sinaloa."
XX XXXX

"In respect te climate, as I was there in the hot=
test season of the year,a word may not be out of rlace.

The days were uniforml; quite warm, but again and again I

rode under a noenday sﬁ!,‘mﬁ”:,\
ing, but without fear of serious consequences. In ract,‘l
believe sun-strokes are unknown there. Sleep at night

wes never interfered with by heat, the nights always being

cool enough to make more or less covering acceptable."

|
|
|
|

i
‘
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Cept. Albert Von Mo%;,says:- "From El1 Fuerte to

Zapotillo we rode through a veritable gardeh spot - tobacco, | ﬁ

sugar cane, corn, and wheat fields giving the necessary

L.

proofs of the fertility of the soil. From Zapotillo to |
Topolobampo Harbor, & distance of 31 miles, we rode through \ \\
the common mesquite groves, enjoying at the latter the
bracing atmosphere and the refreshing sea~breezes known
to be constant in the vicinity.

"Words cannot describe the magnitude of this seaport.
Upon its ample waters thousands of winged natives wefe en=
joying nature in this quiet and majestic abode. Entirely
surrounded by mountains of 600 to 1,000 feet high, we are
not aware of our immediate proximity to the sea, neither i‘
of the extensive level city site which is extending eastward‘
and northward at less than half a mile from us. Before us |
lies a harbor ample enough to make an extensive commercial |

fleet enjoy the comforts of a good and safe anchorage;

behind us, separated by & narrow range of hills, lie the : ;

extensive plains where the city is to rise."x X X XXXX X X x;

"The city site is admirably chesen. It will,
however, be advisablé to start the first improvements and

buildings at one mile northeast from the commercial or

o

"After having canvinéod ourselves of the sﬁp@riéri£iv
of the harbor of Topolobampo we examined the best loeatiéu;ﬁ,i ﬁ
to be teken by & railroad, and having taken our notes
about Topolobampo and its vieinity, ji returned, by eﬁﬂﬁh;

to El PFuerte."

. B e e S -
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Mrs. Ida Hogeland Dawkins, says:- "T write to
tell you of the importance this port is attaining as a
commercial point.

"Four hundred tons of sugar are to be shipped from
Topolobampo onlone steamer the middle of this month.

"The 'Carmen' is unloading 2,000 sacks at our pier
this morning. The 'donkey! and the 'derrick' make pleas-
ant music as I write. Twenty~five dusky Indians are
fairly trotting under the weight of their loads as they
carry them from the pier through the warehouse, which is
already over-flowing, to the rocks beyond.

"Some merchants of the PFuerte Valley have bought

up the crude sugar from the'Constancia' and '"Florida' sugar

mills, with that of La Aguila, they are shipping to San
Francisco, California, as thus it will be duty free, and
they will refine it there. The San Francisco steamer

is too big for the estlro'Byggygntura;'so thelCarmtnjis
bringing the sugar here, for seven cents & sack. I would
think it cheaper to haul it here direct, with carts, than

to load and unload and then pay that sum. One load is

to be stored to-day, and another the next trip of the

‘ {
/Carmenéand they both are loaded direct from the’Carmen on

making connectien. I do, as the‘carmen!is now two days
late, having been detained a day ﬁp the estero, on account
of the tide, or, shall I say tﬁe sand mud=flat, into wﬁieh
it has to "flounder" every time it goes up there. I think

# : ,
I told you of my going on tho.carnen one trip, with
6

|
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Mrs. Lutton, and my astonishment at being dragged along

regular brush-whacking-tying to mangle brush and pulling
through the mud for the last two hundred yards. I won-
der a steamer ever goes up there, but then they will go

anywhere if there is money in the trip. There is not

i ¢ ' |
much in these trips, but the Carmen owners want to do the !

carrying for La Aguila (Florida has its own boats), and
they will humor those A8 up there for the present. But,
Qh: how they all hate to go up there. No wonder you have
always been enthusiastic about Topolobampo. You have
seen Medanoc Blanco, Agiesbampo,and Altata. Since I have
seen them too, I realize more fully than before how supe=
rior Topolobempo is to any one of them = to them all com=
\‘ hined, That letter "S" - the Altata Channel - and "dos
brazos Medio" (2 1/2 fathoms) will be remembered as long
as the name "Altata?ﬁgf Nor will I forget that I saw
| Agiabampo -~ & speck -Egix miles in the distance; and that
%tpe captain, all dignitQ;wWent ashore from his little boat,

LS

on &n Indian's back, at Medano Blancoll! Fere, at Topolo-

bampo we stepped from the pier on to the biggest boat that

can come in w%&h 23 feet draft.”

i in the Phillipines, the Ladrones and Cuba cannot otherwise

l | than have a most marked and valuable influence on yourcons

\ | cessions. It is the master-stroke which makes your

trans-continental railway the great, grand thoroughfare of

7
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‘deep. This is more anchorage than there is in front of

civilization. As before it was great, it is now one of

the grandest schemes of the age.

"This is all so plain to see after the careful
study we have made in the past of this great plan, that
I must interrupt you & moment to let you'know we see it
and how enthusiastic we feel.

u Alvin, Lawrence and I are holding the fort at the
bay. We have charged of the wﬁrehouse and pier.

" All persons here and at the farm are well.

There will be tons of grapes on the farm. They

are just getting ripe and are fine." X X X X x X X

# The bay is beautiful, and the weather lovely.
There are very few gnats - of course September is the ugly
month, but that is only one of twelve.

j’Alvin and Lawrence are so fascinated by the climate
of "Topo" that nothing of which I am awere will maeke them

8 Be

say yes to going away."

- B B 62 e e B

"POPOLOBAMPO

. Sy —

Is the most picturesque, largest and best mgantain-

locked harbor in North America. It contains 84 square

miles of water, 12 1/2 of

New York, Brooklyn, Jersey City, and Harlem combined.

li

The depth over the bar is 20 feet at low water; and there

are from 5 to 6 feet rise of tide.

go.t0 90 fest




Topolobuampo is situated in Sinaloa, Mexico, on the
Gulf of California, in latitude 259, 32! North, and is on &

line with New Orleans, Louisiana ,and Canton, China. It 1is

}
midway between Mazatlan, and CGuaymas, and about 200 miles i
from both; and it is nearer to every’cipy in the United t 'V
States and.Canada, east of the Mississippi and St. Lawrencg/l
than any other point on the Pacific Coast. New Orleans

will save 1,200 miles in getting to the Pacific Ocean at

Topolobampo, rather then going to San Francisco; New York

800; and Chicago 500 miles. Liverpool can send freights
;nd passengers, via New York and Topolobampo, to Australia, ‘
Hewaii, Manila, and Japan 200 miles shorter than, via

New York and San Francisco. This harbor once opened as ,
a port to the world and connecﬁed by railway lines with

Texas will make & new and manufacturing South, and will chanée,i
in part, the commercial routes of the world.

Topolobampo has the most vigorous, wholesome, and

enjoyable all=year-rcund climate of any locality on our

|

i
|
|
f
|

continent. It has the richest and most varisd back countryi 4

natural resources of any :':-“ in the world; and upon its ]
shores is sure to rise the Metropolis of the Pacific Coast |

of North America.
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NAVY DEPARTMENT,
Washington,
February IS, I902.

Dear Sire

Replying to your letter of Pebruary 8th, requesting
a copy of the report mede by Commodore Truxtun of the Port
of Topelebampo inm the year 1869, I take pleasure in forwarde
ing herewith & copy of extract taken fram the private journal
mwwwmu-r.mo—mmu. Se
Sloop of War "JAMESTOWE®, off Topolebampe, Mexico, in March
1869, whish, it is presumed, 1s the report you desire.

Very respectfully,

m.mﬂw

* Secretary.

United States Semate, |
m’. e,




Extract from private journal kept by
Commander Wm. T. Bruxtun, Commending the
U. S. Sloop of War "Jamestown".

March 1869,
On the 2Ist was informed by a mative thz the l)hip was off
Lehuguia, the mouth of the river 'l-%k-urm«umm
age to lat, 25 33 North, Lomg. (ebro.) 109 21t g7* 'oct,
h!ﬂmnur, hard grey sand.
~ The ents ance to this harber and the inland sae of
#san Carlos” is in latitude 25 352' North, Longitude 109 I4*
25 West, between two sand banks covered at high, and awash
at low watery amd through which three and ome half (3-1/2)
fathems can bejsafely carried at low water. ‘
The land of Tepolobampo, and the Islend of San
Ignacio, (between which are the Straits of Topolo 0, 2
enterance tc the Bay of Sam Carles), is high and easily
distinguishable.
i Vith the Farallome San Ignacio (im nt.u 27'K.,
u.; 109 27'W,) ml.'-t,l-(.ta) ruh-manu-
wview up Topelobampo Straits. \
~ With the Farallome Sam Ignacio bearing S. u.x/z v.
(mg.), mmmmmuwmm 54-1/2!
(-Go,o
' You can then stand in on that course (N.54-I/2 E.)
with safety, till you see the breakers on either 's‘ido of
the smooth water of the chanmel; the soumdings decrease
regularly and gradually, bottom smooth hard sand, free of
all dangers.
WVhen on this line the Straits of Topeolobampo will be
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shut in, and you mmst be careful mot to be mislead by an &
apparentopening a little to the northward of the l.u-r/z
E. and S, u-r/z W. lime given above.

For th‘ present, and till a more thorough examine=
tiom of the approaches are made, it will be well to keep |
about half way between the "llrnllc.' and the It-h.na,
and between the West and S.S.W. points of the cmn, befor
standing in too close te the land.

The set of the tide, on and outside the sand banks,
are not determined; they are quite -Wt rise
and fall (7) seven feet.

The high lands of Topelobampo are faced with (but
separated by a marrow strip of water frem) a bright yellow
ummm—'ummumuu
lost in the distence,

It makes a good mark Tor the Nerth side of the
exFance as you appreach from the West D., and in the
aftermoon shows well. We earries (4) four fathams to
within (300) three hundred feet of this bdeach.

The water in Tepolobampo harbor and Straits varies |
from (6) six to (ul fifteen fathems, ti11 well in San
Carlos Bay, when it gradually sheals.

Purther inwestigatioms, however, may develop good
chamnels through this magnificent inland sea.

In Topolobampo fair drimking water may be obtained
by sinking wells im the sand on Comechal poinmt. Wood is not

toh;ﬂ except the thim growth of chaparral that covers
the < hills of the vieinity,.
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The anchorage outside is perfectly safe, as a ship
could am always lay off shore with a S.,E. or S.W. wind, -
shonld it begin to hmikam blow.

Imside Topolobampo vessels are entirely protected
from the sea, while only S.¥. and N.¥, winds would be felty
in San Carlos vessels would be entirely land-locked. Im

—

fact, Tor safety, no more secure uchu;a&ﬁ to be found,

while with the aid of two or three buoys, aecess to 12
could be mede perfectly simple, more so than to most of the

——

harbors en the coast of the United States, south of Boston,

There are many rivers emptying into the Gulf of
California not laid down on the charts. I am satisfied also
that other good harbors will b+onnd, when this country,
which for hundreds of years has suffered rr— the eurse of
-laruh, shall pass nQder the control of an emterprizing
peop]'.olo

I&ay'n chart= probably the best at present pub-
u-uu,-k:: exceedingly incorrect; in fact, the geography of
the North West Passage is better kmown than that of this

~Sastern shore of the Gulf of Galifornial

L S W e







| " REPORT 0P
‘ 8. E. NRETHERTON, BXPERT METALLURGIST OF DENVER, COLORADO,
tmon the conditions of Smelting adt Cahon, on the River Muerte,
in the 8tate of Sinaloa, Mexioo,

o

EEXEZR
Hear fir:

PFollowing your Ainstruoctions, I have visited vour property in the
giatﬁ of 8inaloa, Hexlco, near Aguas Caliente de Taca, on the Puerte
River

T exanined several sites for a amalting plant, alcng aald river, I
kept An ovies thus Cast that vau would 1 | ST T T 7. SS—
enlarge vour vlant as the couniry develops, and ma e ‘a solestion of an
ideal zila for a suiltable sunelter, aboul five miles uy the river ahove
R Willismn Y. Lawphar's residense on the Faerte River, The land im on the
i upvey adgs of Mr, Lamphar's prouveriy, who, I underatand, is perfectly
% wililng 2o donate it to vour Gompany,
i The eater supply from the Paerte River is abundant and unlimited.
§ The fuei quention is asatiafactory for amelting sopper ore sontaining
? sualymar, ag by the use of hot blast we can Zet along with the exeellent
navd and s0fd woods whiieh &ruw ainmdantly in that dAlastrict, f&r the
reduction of sopper matte., Should we £ind 1% necssaary L0 uae sone coke

in the re-gunelting of tae copper nmatte into nig copper, it would rogquire %
only a small amount of coke for that purpose, J
"here 18 also plenty of line rook within a distance of four or Clve i

miles frow the provosed anelter site, and judzing by the charaster of the
ore I paw at Choix, iron ore for fluxing purpoges will not bLe necepoary; &
but in sny event, thers is an abundance of iron ”1ux omrryina uoms valuﬂs
{(zold and ailvers 1n the Phnix Distriot.. g 3
suelter %o e 1oﬁa$ud && ubame vluan

miles ﬁmny which T vigited and fﬁuné

tb Guavmaw, an& from ¢ 1@?@ by ra~1 ta Moéalas an4 Ml Paso , an* ba*h abain

into Mezino down to Arua galiantes, to a smeltey fornerly Gﬂn@é and

- gperated by M. Ougerhsin'g Sous sl now By The American Swelting and
mefinlue company. They had about 100 tons of ore af the agency it the
town of ghoix in different piles and clasoes, 20 that it gave me a falr

i opportuniiy to judge ilts sharactor. :

he owiher of on& wine near Choix eslaims thal he ls williing %o

g guarantes a produstlon ¢f one hundred tons a dsy until one %undrwﬁ

3 thounsand tous of ore have been shipped, and that he will forfelt (5 per

i ton For @very ton of ore he fails %o deliver at his mines,

s In addition $o the Cholx District, tuere ig the Distriet of La Junta,

Y about twenty-five wmilles asway from the ﬂmaltar site; the District of

}

LR 2511

Chinopas o ¥hite Cuief, about fur*v miles distant; the District of
Yecorati, about seveniy nlies disgtent; the Distrist of Bashuerichi, sixty
miles distant, and another district on that dide of the wountains shout
half way o ”ﬂtﬁpllaﬁ, wnlch they cluin produces conulderable ore,

The Distrist of Alames produces ore and soncentratea; in faet, I
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found there a very deglrable copper speliing ove; but 'as Alamoa 1 about
the aaze distance from our amelter site as it is fronm Aglabanpo, we would
not have sueh a great advantaze on these ores as we would have on the ores
shipved from the other dlptriets just narved,

Hy ddea would be to atart in at vresent with a smelter of a moderate
earacity and enlarge it whenever the railroad, whish is now being built,
is comnleted.

Attached will bhe found an apiroximate 1ist of machinery sulitable for
reducing the ores, re-suelting the matte, and nroducing a piz eopyer whish
will contain the gold and gllver.

I should estimate that vou esan erect and put in operation a complete

plant that would smelh 150 tons of ore yer day of twenty-four hours at, a
maximm coat of §75,000, .

o mhe efftice syl mashinery bhulldings, as wall as the dust-chanber angd
mkwigek, ﬁg.ndgie ilt a’i iow cogt of Hexlean hﬁcﬁ:, made gg the grm:iui
Mg smelter Auilding, Sampling Room and Roaster Bullding can all be buil !
T would surrest that all these bhulldings be covered with iwvon
roofing, well painted, and yvou will $hen have a complete plant suitable
for smeliing the ore of thepe diatriots,

Yours feithfully,
8. B. Bretherton, :




REPORT OF
8. E. PRETHERTON, EXPERT METALLURGIST OF DENVER, COLORADO,
Upon the Conditions of Smelting at Cahon, on the River Fuerte,
in the State of Sinaloa, Mexico.

v e e e e e o o

XXXXX
Dear Sir:

Following vour instruetions, I have vigited your property in the
State of Sinaloa, Mexigo, near Aguas Caliente de Baca, on the Fuerte
River.

I examined several sites for a smelting plant, along said river. I
- kept in view the fact that you would probably want, in the future, to
enlarge vour plant as the country develops, and made a selection of an
ideal site for a suitable smelter, about five miles up the river abhove
Willlam V. Lamphar's residence on the Fuerte River. The iand iB on the
upper edge of lMr., Lamphar's proverty, who, I understand, is perfectly
willing to donate it to your Company,

The water supply from the Puerte River is abundant and unlimited.

The fuel question is satisfactory for smelting copper ore containing
sulphur, as by the use of hot blast we ecan get along with the exeellent
hard and soft woods whieh grow abundantly in that district, for the
redustion of copper matte. Should we find it necessary to use some coke
in the re-smelting of the copver matte into pig copper, it would require
only a small amount of coke for tnat purpose.

There is algo plenty of lime rock within a distance of four or five
miles from the pronosed smelter site, and judging by the character of the
ore I saw at Choix, iron ore for fluxing purposes will not be necessary;
but in any event, there is an abundance of iron flux earrying some values
(2old and silver) in the Choix District.

T understand that there would pe tributary, as ore shippers to the
smelter to be located at above place, the Distriet of Choix, about twelve
miles away, which I visited and found to be producing a very desirable
smelting ore containing copper, gold and silver of a sulphide character.
They are now shipping these ores by land to Agilabampo, thence by stesmer
to Guaymas, and from there by rail to Nogales and E. Paso, and back again
into Mexico down to Agna Caliantes, to a smelter formerly owned and
operated by M. Gugenheim's Sons and now by The American Smeliting and
Refining Company. They had apbout 100 tons of ore at the agency in the
town of Choix in different piles and classes, so that it gave me a fair
opportunity to judge its eharacter.

The owner of omne mine near Choix elaims that he is willing to
guarantee a production of one hundred tons a day until one hundred
thousand tons of ore have been shipped, and that he will Forfeit 5 per
ton ﬁmﬁﬁn!ury ton of ore he rfails to deliver at his mines.

I addition to the Choix District, there is the Distriet of La Junta,
about twenty-five miles away from the smelier site; the Distriect of
Chinopas or White Chief, about forty miles distant; the District of
Yecorati, about seventy miles distant: the Distriet of Bachuerichi, sixty
miles distant, and another distriot on that dide of the mountains about
half way to Batopilas, which they claim vroduces considerable ore.

The District of Alamos produces ore and concentirates; in fact, I



(2)

found there a very desirable coprer smelting ore; but as Alamos is shout
the smame distance from our smelter site as it is from Agiabampo, we would
not have such a great advantaze on these oreg as we would have on the ores
shipped from the other districts just named.

My idea would be to start in at present with a smelter of a moderate
capacity and enlarge it whenever the railroad, which is now being built,
is completed. ;

Attached will be found an apvroximate 1list of machinery suitable for
reducing the ores, re-smelting the matte, and producing a pig eoprer which
will contain the zold and silver.

I should estimate that you can erest and vut in operation a complete
plant that would smelt 150 tons of ore ver day of twenty-four hours at a
maximm cost of £75,000. ‘ '

The office and machinery buildings, as well as the dust—ehamber and
smore-gtack, can be built at low cost of Mexisan brick, made on the ground
The sSmelter Building, Sampling Room and Roaster Building can all be built
of timber which voun ean “urnish from vour own sawmill.

I would suggest that all these buildings be covered with iron
rocfing, well painted, and you will then have a complete plant suitable
for smelting the ore of these Aistricts,

Yours faithfully,

8. E. Bretherton.

-F ety
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Report on Sinaloa

By Koble B, Dawsgon, Fug.

In reply to your recent inguiry, I have to say that during
my late Moy and Junme trip through the northern States of Mexieo
1 visited and devoted some days to an examination of the
harbor of Topolobampo and the adjsecent couniry, I alao tras
velled up the Puerte to the city {from which the river and
valley derive their neme, and thence southwerdly, passing
through the citles of Binaliva, lecorite, Culiacan, &c,

A8 you are doubtless wware, the dry season, in its effeots
upon the agricuitural snd forest growths of ithet cvuntry, corres-
ponds in & measurs to our northern winter, My visit to Topoe
lobanpe ccourred in the desd of that wmemson, (May, Y83) end I
gould not but expeet the harbor and ita surroundings to pree
sent & blesk and barren sppesrance, In short I expected little
in the way of scenic beauty, and was, consequently, very
sgreeably surprised when our Indimn cenve shet Irom the mouth
vt the esteres, upon whoese clewr waters we lsd embarked, and
prosented suddexly to our view iths whols ocuter bay. 7The sunset
scene of that day I shall never forget, wand will noi attempt
to degeribe, Its beauty could have heen surpassed enly by
that of the fellewiag sunriss, which found ws entering the
Btraite of Joshua, & brisk pull through which brought us upon
the inner bay, With the added embelishment of sbundani verdure
nothing could ke wanting in proint of attractiveness, What is of
vastly more leportance to¢ the commerclal woerld, however, we

» : {;‘- ’
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had here all the natural conditions and requisites of a first
e¢lass harbor, I base this opinion not only upon personal exame
inatiom, but also upen the results of diligent inguiry among
#seamen whe have personal knowledge of its capacity, depth,
accessibility, &e,

Ve found ¢ysters of excellent guality in the outer bay,
end sbundsunes ¢f turtles, rish, end scsefowl in beth, The water

ig very clesr, and fish can be seen swimming sbout at considere

~able deopths, I wvisited the city gite, but in llsu of & dee

seription of wy ewn thereef will refer to page 56 of Mr, Andere
son's recent paghlet, *The iwsrican and Mexicsn Pacifie
Rallway,* as pr“en-him;; views substantially ceinciding with

my own, based on such examlnstion as I was enabled to make,

I eill nc‘t tire you with & detailed description of the
nagniffoent Fuerte vallay, or with speculations as to its
lamense agricultural possibilities, I have visited the valley
of Mexice, the reglons watered by the lowsr Rie Grande, and
ather portiens o the Republie, and, with such opportunities
for forming an oplanicn, 1 fresly express the view that Sinales
is the natural, though as yet undevelepsd, Cerden Jtate of
the Sepublie, while the WMuerte valley is the garden spot of
Sinalone

The supply ¢f feeletimber and hardegrained woods is
pragiically inexnsustible in the State, I saw a pohiconer, a
stouner (the “Zarageza™), aud a large German #hip, all loading
8t the same time with logwosd at Altats,

This leads me ‘o mention o fagt which I gathered from the




captain of the stesmer YEstado de Sonora,™ plying dbetween
Manzenillo and Guaymas, and touching at San Blas, Mazatlan,
Alteta; and YLa Pas, which 1s, that this geamer'snet profits
average not less than ten thousand dollars ($2,600 of which
comes from subsidy fer carrying the Mexicsn mail) esch round
trip, and she mekes two such trips per month, She is & small
vegsel, of less than 500 tons register, In addition to the
traffic of this vessel, the ®*City of Maxice,” & 1u}ge g teamer,
makes monthly trips, touching et Mazatlany Is Paz, and Guaymas,
The steamer Altala makes frsquent trips (ebout weekly, I think)
between Mazallan and Agaibengo, touching ot Altata, 7The
steamer "Zaragoza® ls alsoe in those waters, besides a great
number of sailing vessels, If sll of them reap profits cerress
ponding with these ¢f the "Sonorea,™ it furnishes, it seams to me
& very eancouragiang prospect for your compmay in regpeet to
lecel tralfie from the outset,

In respect to ¢climate, as I was thers in the hottest

season of the year, & word wmay not be out of place, The days
were uwniformly quite warm, dul agein and agsin I rods under a !
noenday sun, not eonly without serlous suffering, but without
fesr of sarlous censequenses, In faety I belleve sun-strokes
ere uhknown thsre, B8lssp st night was never interfered with
by heat, the nigats slways belng cocol envugh to make mere or

lese covering sccosntable,
1 made inguirles as to the mineral resources ¢f the eountry |

and mn convincsd that the norithern States of Mexico zre peamed
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with & mineral weslth which will yet threw Californie aha
olorado far into the shade; but candeor compels me to exprens
a convietion that before that time comes many dissppointments
are likely to be suffered by investors in mining stocks, and
much diseredit cast upen the mining industries, through the
manipulations ¢f unservpuleus agents and speculators who buy

up or ®dencunce® inferior mines, and put them en ihe mayket

under unwerranted representations ze to their value, Owners of

the best mines sre not always snxieus to get rid of them, The

welleknown results sehieved at Batopilss, under the skilful

management of Hon, Ae. Re Shepherd, is an illustration of what is

possible at other pluses~~but I eould mot lemrn of meny places
wﬁere cperations were belng carried on in this coreful and
gystematic way,.

while in the ceplitsl of Sinaloa T made inquiries of the
sutheritiscsg in reference to pepulstica, and was furnished the
Latest offieisl report, printed last year, ¥From tais I find
your englnssrs, in preparing the mep which you have recently
published, have greaily undsrestimated ths pepulation ¢f some
of the towns and cities slong your projected road, For ine
stanes, Slnsdes City iz given 5,000 inmhsbitanty on the map,
while the uetusd population mzéor&img te this report is 9,993,
Yoacrite 1g estimeted at 2,000; should be 3,%9¢1, Nochlcahmi
500; ehowld e £,071, The undersstimstes prebadly arcse
from the omiszlon of outlying and dependent hamlets or suburbs
in t:s estimetes of the engineers, and their pralsswerthy

degire to bhe entirely within the bounds of ifruth,
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A Taet which I deenm worth mentioning ss Tull of good omen
for the early and rapid advancement of the State in point of
intelligence, enterprise, and wealth, is that a lew has recente
1y been enacted providing free schools, with compulsory attends
ance of all the children in the state,

I hed nearly forgotten to mention what was really one of
the most marked festures of our ride up the FPuerte Valley--ihe
wonderful interest in your proposed railroad felt by the pecple
and their great anxiety to see the work commenced, Our visit
te the bay geve rise to the report, which spread like wilde
fire, that the company's engineers had arrived to begin work
upon the railroasd, The disappointment of the inhabitents was
painfully sprarent, as we were compelled atl all pointe along

the valley to correct the report which had preceded us,




COPY,
THE REPORT OF ENGINEER ELTZ, OF FRANCE.

THE AMERICAN AND MEXICAN PACIFIC RAILWAY.

The object of the vast enterprise which bears this title is to
open for the produce of the Southern States of Amerleca, Mississippl,
Louisiana, and Texas a new outlet on thc Pacific Ocean, in order to
reach directly the immense markets of Australia, New Zealand, the
English and Dutch Indian possessicns, China, and Cochin China.

The choice of the main line from the starting point in the
¥issiseippl Valley towards Shreveport, and of the port t o be created
on the Pacifie, has been inspired dy this great thought, and this choice
has been so fortunate that, while at first they were only seeking for
& line of shorter transit than those existing, they have besides found
a splendid international line, which will be the mother artery of the
internaticnal network joining between them the rich southern sectiocn
¢f the United States and the Northern States of Mexlice, which are as
large as kingdoms.

But the advantages of this admirable project do not stop here.

To its titles of international line and line of transit it adds another
title more modest, but also to be envied, the one of "The Industrial
Rallway", with the greatest advantages in the world.

That the produce or the travelers starting from New York, New
Orleans, and from the Atlantic shore, as also from Texas, will go by
the new line to attain the new port of Gonzales (now Tepblebampo) is

the natural consequence of the respective positions of these States
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and of that port. This last is nearer to them than any oiher port on
the Pacific,and the maps furnish cn this peint indisputeble arguments,
as the reduction of the transit is plainly seen.

As an international line the chosen dirsction is very goed, as 1t
is & connection between the projected lines of Mexico and all those
which are being built on both sides of the boundary in the north of
¥exico, as well a8 in the southern part of the United States; but as
it is the grand artery for transit it must naturally attract all the
transportation from distant points, either of travellers or of merchan=
dise, which will be carried by it cheaply, more rapidly, and without
trans-shipmente But it is above all in asswring to this fine project
an industrial and commercial local traffic that the practical genius
of the American promoters hag shown itself,

The line, in leaving the United States, where it will occupy the
first rank by reason of the great interest attached to it, enters im-
mediately among all sorte of wealth, In fact, it finds in the Ric
Grande valley immense herds of cattle, horses, and mines of coal on
bhoth shores.

As soon as the Rio Grande (limit of both States) is passed the
railway enters by ¢ne of the affluents of the Rioc Salado, in the Slerra
de Sam Marcos, rich in metals. In the neighborhoed of Santa Rosa mines
of coal, iron, coppsr, and above all, of silver are found., All the
affluents of the Rio Grande, which are numerocus, can be considered as
industrial feeders or branches, which will come and bring their quota
to the principal artery.




Then as soon as the boundary has been passed one can c¢ount upon
a network of railroads which will bring from all the products of the
Sierra de San Marccs, of Santa Rosa, and Del Burro immense quantities
of minerzlse.

It would Lhus be easy fer the coupany grantee of the M. and A,
Pacific Railway to make sure on the start of the operations which, in
my opinion, ought to commence on the Mexican Territory at both ends of
the grand central artery; easy to make sure, I say, of the easy and
fruitful exploitation of the finest mining region cne can imagine.

The 200 kilometres which separate the Rio Grande from the Sierra
de San Marcos will not co st much, and one will have & first capital
of from 20 to 30 millions of francs (4 to 6 miliions dollars) eatdblished:
the first basis of the company.

The actual American network extends itself already cver the Rilo
Grande; it will then suffice to connect with 1t provisicnally to have
a fruitful expleitation at the doors of the United States.

One knows with what prodigious rapidity enterprises of thig kind
are developed on the American continent under the care of this enter-
prising people, and in the good conditions presented at the starting
point of the grand artery on the Mexican Territory. But these Bilerras
full of precicus mines and of mineral ccal, which seem o have been
deposited there to be well treatéd, are equally rich in forest and
cereals.

All the elements of industrial and commercial prosperity are

acounulated in that country, and it depends entirely upon the coimpany
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to tuke possesaion of them.

In leaving the Slerra de Sun Narcog the line travorses & vast
plain, paseses at the foct of the meuntains of the Sierra Nojada, which
contain mines of eilver, iron,and lead, passes then near the Saloma
lake, ( & genuine szlt mine,) crosses the cotton region of Chihuahua
tc attalin the Ric Florida, which comes from the Sierrz Madre. It is
the grand Cordilleras which must be passed to arrive at Topolchampo
¢n the Pacific.

In these vast plainsg the road will cest littles It will not dbe
the same in the croseing of the Cordilleras, which {8 ¢f a length of
about 200 kilometres.

On the other side ¢f the Jordilleras from Chicurats the fileld is
less unduvlating; that side ccuposed of ridges of small elevation de=-
scends regularly by glopes mnd terraces to the shore of the Pacifiec,

We find ulsc at thie other end of the grand artery & situation
as faverable to the intersst of the eompany as the agricultural and
mining centre of the shores of the Ric Grande.

The Cordilleras (Sierra Madre) sbound in mines of lead, copper,
silver and golde They are covered with all sorts cof wood, from the
pine and oak to the preclous wocd; wheuat is also cultivated in certain
places,

From the foot of the mountains to the shores of the Pacifie orie
meets a diversity of cultivation, cereals, cotton, coffee, sugar, ricej
mines of ¢oal are found net far from Sinaloa, mines of iron towards
Culiamcan, mines of silver nesr Alamos. All of these natural riches are

from place to place embraced within 400 kilometres, starting from the
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port of Gonzalez, (now Topolobampo.)

The company can do here what it will certalanly do at the Rlo Grandej
it willi by some improvement enable the bay of Topolobampo toc recelive
large vessels which will be easy and inexpensive; it will establish

there offices and warehouses; then it will buiid as rapidly as possible

the sectlions which unite the Sierra Madre, and that will not be expensives

This done, the company is in possessiocn of a second marvellous partial
ne twork; it will enter in the Sierra Hadre by industrial sections which
the mining interest will hurriedly build; it will push the branches to-
ward Alamcs of one part, and toward Hazatlan on the other, wiich lines
will be ostabllished ian very advantageous conditions of construction

and traffie, and which will assure to the Company @ll the commercial
movement of the most rich and populated part of Sinaloa, Eo0 then, even
before the two ends of the road would have been ccnnected, the company
will have two fine and rioh lines, one by the Pacific, the other at

ne boundary of the United States, and the expense of these two (2)
centres of activity wil® not exceed 100 millions of francs.

Then on the ccnditions that we have Just  indicated these two ne te
works can be favorably compared tc the most successful railroad lines
of Burope and the United States. The groas raceipts per kilomstre be=
fore the total completion of the trunk lime will not be inferior to

36,000 francs, (§7,200;) 1t is 1/3 more than the produce of the West

Algorian, which has a less advantageous tariff, and in a country with
a situation which has not 1/6 of the richea of the neighborhood of Rio
Grande and of the Sierra Madre, and alsoc of the rich maritime slcpe of

the States of Sinalca. The exploitation in consequence of the immense
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quantity of wood for fuel, and at the low price at which the cCmpuany

can obtain the ccal, willi not be expensive in the firat pericd, et~
recially when the Bervice will be almost entirely absorbed by the transe
portation o¢f heavy merchandises, coal, minersls, cereals, cclonial prow
duce, tirber &c. One can walue it at 35 per vent. of the grose receipts,
deaving a net prefit of 23,700 francs per killometre. ‘

£¢ then, one thing which is seldom 8een, the critlcal periocd,

the period of construction, wili be here & pericd of prosperity

which wilil esteblieh the ercdit of the Cowpany cn & broad and Bolid

basis, end will ensble it 10 overcome all the difficulties. Vhen the

gntire net-work will be completed on the American as well ag on the
Mexican territory, the traffic will be gquadrupled, &8 the expansicn of
these industrial and agricultural riches will come in additicn to  the
internaticnal movement and te & ccleossal transit moevement,

The company 8o well favored, =8 already explained, has & great

meny other sourceg of profitable carnings at its dispossl.e CSan it not

gither directly, or by the adjunction of district cenmpanies, assure

itself of vast cultivatidble tracks of land hought at low price, and

which would be rescld with profit? I have read in a report made by an

eminent man, who knew, the country very well, that by the sale of the

lands only the exnense ¥f establishment eould be covered.

Is there not the same thing to he done with the mines? This
would have the udvantage to wccelerate their exploitation end their
eonneetion with the lines of the company, which would then reap =

double profit.




The Mexzicun goverament, in granting the concession pure and simple
of the nei=work of the road which bhears the name of the M. and A., has
made an unequalled gift to the grantees, but it has,al 8o, mads BONG
additions, which come %o beneflit a situstion already so favorable.

The MHexlcan government gronhs e-

P The gratuitous right of property in all the lanas of
i#¢ notional domain croessd by the conceded lines a width of 7C metres.

o

Le The right t¢ take in the lands of the Btute all the
material necesssry to the construction and the repair of the lines.

Se “ne entry in free of all objects necessary toc tha con-
struetion and the repairy fixed and rolling material for the explolita-
tion anda construction.

4e The protection of the HMexican government for the workmen

and emigrants, who will be considered a® ¥exloan citizens.# # # # # # #

Th

&

port of Gonzslez (now Topolobaapo) can afford a shelter %o
the largest mercantile fleets; 1i8 depth at low water allows the enter-
ing of vessels of the greatest tonnage. It i8 & truly privileged haven,
which will eventually ccneentrate all the commerce of the Gulf of
California, which is surrounded by righ countries. A service of amall
ccasting craft will radiante from the new port in all directions, This
harbor is again admirably situated for the grand transit which it is
called upon to serve, as 1t 18 s® newr as any cther to India and
Oceanicu, and the nearazst to any vther ¢f the lower part of the
Misslesip; 1 valley,

One cannet cite in Europe any enterprise and grand work of general

utility whieh can be compared to this raillway, which will extend to
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from 4,000 to 5,000 kilometres when the entire net-work will be com=
pleted. It is a connecting link with all parts of the world. Another
feature ig that the construction of this immense net-work can be 80
managed that each section of any importance, as soon as bullt, will find
within itself a large remuneraticn without awalting for the completion
of the whole.

The ‘conclusion of such an extraordinary state ¢f things can be
drawn by any one uafter reading this short synopsis of one of the great-
est enterprises which has been attempted by American or any other geniusi

ANTEUIL, July lst, 1883,

(Bigned) C. YON DER KLTZ, Engineer,
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