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!TORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

PATROL REPORT 

District of ....... We.11~ ... $.~.Pµi: ..... . .... .... Report No ... . <?~·-~~- .. .. :\i9.? ... .. ~7/f?.~ ... . 

Area Patrolled ... S.:i.8.~~ .... {ll~~11.&.l ... ~411L..,":t.:.:~t· . -~~ps.t.0rl..~:J:llll.4. ... ~:V. 
..,. Y&D..LU.9-.uOU ' \I• •• 

Jua • 

p 1 A · d b E R. liu tchin&•• Q.P.O. 
atro ccompame y uropeans ... . 1£:1:ii"tf~ · · -s ·~:aatan·~·e; ·· · ·:atthropol•giet. 

Natives ... 5. .. ••:l!!PU'!~ .. . ~!.~.! .~.!.~. ! .9 .~ .. ..... . 
1 Interpreter, 100 Carriere. 

Dura tion-From .. ~ .. .;. .H ./!9~?. .. . to.1 .. 6 .. .;. .. ~ .1./ 19 .~J ... 

Number of Days ... 8 .. 

Did Medical Assistant Accompany 1.. . ... Ji<:> ... 

Last Patrol to Area by-District Services ...... .j.. 6. . ./19 ... 67. 

Medical .. .j. .Q .. ./19 ... 9.7. with abon 

Map Reference .. ~:!Mn'.rXtrii · ~~·e.1/G':!~·~A~~ll~!~{~~iutaner ··JWiCe, 
Objects of Patrol.R.t.ur.n .. i:eleutd .. pri.aone.re .. :lfo . . 1Ugimin ... ar.e.a .. 4'. ... H:li.abl18 .. 

.. ... ~.~P~:l.~l;11.t. .. 11.;~ . :t.h.~ ... ~.1: 11~- -~~1?-.i> .~ . 

Director of Native Affairs, 

PORT MORESBY. 

Fo~•nfod, pl•=·~~ 
c~~--.. '-~ --..< ·················· ····················f················ ··· ·· ·········' /O; I; 19 &, r 

District Commissioner 

Amount P'lid fo r W ar Da~qge Compensation £ .. 

Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund 

Amount paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund 



TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA. 

Ref: 67-16-16 

Dept. of District Administration, 
~' PAPUA, 

PATROL NO. 
OK8APJWf 2 OF 1967/19 

I ackn".iwledge with thanks receipt of:-

• Memoranaum at ratra± NB. 
• Patrol Report ~ 

!be """ _. •h• ubjeo• of A4111.nietroUon he•• il'd" ••• 
91 et u.z.a. 

• Delete as necessary, 
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:-:.:.:· .. ·: ·:§7.~-~~.i.~24J.: .... Oeparlment of District Administration, 

Distric t Office , 
VAN WO , 

11...U..o..lf .. 
Mr ............... .......... ............ . 

West Sepik District. 

9th January , 1968 

Th e Director , 
Depar t ment of District Anministratiob, 

KO NEDOBU 
OKSAPMIN PATROL ::.u:roRT NO . 2 

Pleaee find attached a moet interesting report from 

Mr. L . r. . Bragge ADC Telefomin . 

Certain rieks were taken on t hi s patrol, but as I 
understand the setting up of this anthropologist was done with the 
cognisance of Headquarters , the risks taken paid off , 

A good report, 

Jb 
~are~~ 

DISTRICT COMHISSIONER 

c, c . ADC Telefomin 
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Patrel Ii1111ber 

Patrol Oen.ducted By 

.Area Patrolled 

Patrol .A.ocompan1e4 B;y 

Duratioa ot PatrGl 

I.e.t Patrol te area 

D.D • .A.. 

P.H.D. 

P.I.R. 

ObJeot. ot Patrol 

Kap llet...-.aoH 

Olalapaia 

feloteaia Sub Di•tri•t 

: •••t Sepilc Di•triot 

Olcaapaia l'o 2/67-S 

L. W .Brage .,.' .baiatu.t Di9t1'1et Q-. 

o./Lqa1p/S11rioklu.4 luaotia .Ana 

Sb1111a (Beiwa) aroup. 
C. Va Liollheut C.P.O. 1/e OltApmia 

B.Hutohincli O.P.o. 
r .lli•• S.Batuata .A.D.thropelepat 

: l'i•• )fqbon R.P.A.l'.~.o. 

One Interpreter 

100 Carrion 

: 8 dq11 9/11/67 ... 1'/11/'7 

1 llq/lune 1967 

1 With abon D.D • .A.. pa'firol 

Soptaber/Ooto'ber 1967 

Re'tunl relo .. ed B1•1a1.a priaODon 

to their area 

: Eatabl1u 111aa Hatuata •1th the 

SISDlll People 

: Landa and .A.ray ~ontl 

' Blaolc &lld fa,yler llaga/Sopilt lOU1'1l1• 

Olcaapm1D. Patrol Kap l'e 1/66-7 

Ok1apm1n. Patrol liq •• 2/66-7 

eeeOeoe 



Patrol Diary Oksapmin Patrol Ne 2/67-8 

9th Nonmber 1967 0700hrtl 1tandin1 tirin1 ordera &ina 'to Pel1oe ad 
C.P.0.1. Waited t111r oarr iera to usable aad clepart•• 
Oklapai.JI. Patrol P111i 0900 with fin7 oarr1•r• an4 hal1' 
th• patrol 1ear, leaTi.Jli pel1oe te follow •P w1 th 
11or• oarrie:ra and the raainder ot 1ih• 1•ar• .lrr1 Te4 
at th• lip ot th• Oa r1xer T&l.l.•7 •1•t• 0957 .... 
oommenoe4 a nrr •te•p eaoen1i. Calle4 a halt at 1140 
whu th• BAQV .ri T•r wu n&OUt, tor oarrien te 
r•&r011.J• ••Tlcl e 1240 tqllow1a1 1ih• Jacu rinr 4on 
1tr••• .lt 1345 .... uoecl a at•aAJ' ueat .tZ'9a tile 
left buk ot th• llacu ud naohe4 the ril&• tep at 
1420 and OOlllDlenoed loo)tW for a o.-. 11t1. I.oeaW 
one and Ht llp oup 1445, -tmi a1autH trea tile ri41• 
top. Z..t 1a 1455hn. lla41• eontaet with feletelli.a. 
Dawn 1tand1i• ordere4. M'ie• Jlatanlllca walie4 well 

10th ionmber 

11th Nonmber 

todq. Slept Buah ~P •• 1. 
Waliin1 ta• (aetuair 4hn 35a1a 0a truJc 5ara ssma. 

1967 Bnke oup and uncl ett 0705. Leq 1teaq clHeate 
wi1ih lhort uoente ••re th• 11&1.a teatlln et ~ 4-T'• 
walk. OroaHcl a atrea at 0725 al. reao&e4 IV,dIJml 
Ok at 1t 1a jlDlaticm wUa the 'f-.1 ek 0747 u4 let't; 
th• left llank et the Wal at 0750 • .laoabd to r14p 
top then deaoen4e4 to the headwaten et th• Pa et, 
arr1Tin, 0905. J'ollowed th• Pu U: to it'• 3111totien 
with the Oa r1 ver arr1 Tinl and oalliD.I a ll.al t 1010 
Mond on downstreaa alon1 the r1pt bank et th• Oa 
1050 and arr1nd ay oup sit• lo 2 ot patrel 2/66-7 
at 1115 to be met by lAllua1 l'e17&1l ud hi• people, 
who gave a friendly reoept1oa. Set up .1510 ra41• and 
oaap. General di1ou.aion1 with the looal peeple 
P.M. A sarden and houee 1ih eeleote4 tor M1aa 
Hatanak:a and approved by 1Allua1 J'eiyaa. Radie oentaot 
w1th Vanimo at 1630hr•. Made plan fer the heua• te 
be built. Rations issued. ad suard• pHte4. Slept 
Camp le 2 oa the u r1pt b&llk of the Oa river. 
Walkins time (aotual) 3hn 30a1a On traot 4h:ra 10aia 

1967 0700hra carrier• oommenoed olearina: houa• aite, with 
as s htanoe from Sia1min aa. Pegel houe plan oa 
the site and •uperviHd worll: throupou1; the 4q. At 
0940 ConstablH P&&&D.U aad Allatla.I arr1TN •1th th• 
remaining patrol gear. Soae trelh too4 ~e4 and 
rations 1ssue4. Dieoua1en• •Uh leeal P"Pl• durinc 
the day. Slept Camp 2 Qliarde pHted. 

12th November 1967 0600hrs carrier• oommeno~d werll:. SuperTiHd oon1t n
otion throughou1; the 4q. 8111.ain people helpe4 
with the Job all day. Some frHh tood purohued. 
Di1oussion1 wi 1;h looal people in the eTeniq. 
Ratione issued Guard• posted. Slept c .. p :re 2. ' f 

13th l'lonmber 1967 Work on houae oontinu.4. S\lperTiae4 all clq. Talll:ed 
with looal people 4ur1Jli the tq. a.1 treah toou 
purohuN. .aau ... 1ealle4. Ba~oa• ... 1a ah9rt 
supp~ 10 marlted all but twav teur oarrien te 
retur.a to Ok1apmin toaorrow. Radio ooataot with 
Vania•• Guard• poated. lllep~ oaap le 2. 

14th ITnaber 1967 0600hn oarriere departed tor Okaa~ with all 
exo••• patrol gear. S'llperrtaecl ••zk ea the h•ua• 
to the 1tac• •h•ro oal1 f'iailhiq ~ouehN are nee4•4 
to oomplete th• 3•b• kpla1aecl tile radio and utho4 
ot UH to Cu.atabl• Will ud Ki•• Hataall:a. Peli" 
dutiee explained to the Polio• who are to atq here 



-- -- --- - ~- - -- ,, .. __ ..... ~ =.~ ...wa. w 
lteea alleoah4 ter 111H Ka~'• .... a~ 8ite 
1a tile octre et th• pro1>9• .. lt.iaia ~ aea ... Ht 
uil•• 
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q:gowo:rro1 
1. !h• area patrolled 1• nr; ::all ad Terf ruae4· fh• 
d1T1d• n• l'•ur Jl•rth of OJcaaiaU, whiok H:P&ratH the Ouapmi.JI. 
Tall•;r tn• th• Oii rin:r •7•1• u &Mv.t 6,000' .A..s.L. th• 
Pat.rel'• oaap •• 2 .. th• bale •f the Qa :riT•:r i• 1,600 1 .A..S.Io. 
~. Mllll'UJ' 1n 'betw• .. ooui•ta et Jleal' llh••:r U-ta• f&Od 
Ta.rrtn.& te ateep riQU iJl the Bap. :ri YU area, pa~ 
talliai .,., '*° a. Qa :rin:r. fh• 41n•t 41ataa•• • the aQ 
i• .... thin& l••• ti1u eipt ail.. troa Ok9apain w eap •• 2. 

2. The :peeple et the area are Reiwa c:ci:. 1llle OOH ... 
t:ro• the i.cai:P nnr area e:t th• w .. t•:m At Dt•t :rin 
1n 1964. !ke Ob.,.U aa4 !eletama uae ter tiaa 1a IUilda• 
fhe7 oall th .. elT• ~LUDe IJl the JU°' feV Hpaftte .... la 
han ._. HG ... ueu of th• C"Q• fh• ao,t iUutat .. 
iJl th• lft1lf 18 hiyaa th• llll:uai .U t•nez{?) rtpt luAa. 
Re 1• at p:naat nrr well di epoa ... tow&zd• th,• .&athzopola,S..t an& 
the AdaiBi•tnu ... 

J. !.Ile Jl&ill o'bjeot et the pat:rel wu 'h take 111• .. 11aaaka 
doWJl t• the 8191.•ia area ad Htablillh her with iik• .=3.!::"• 
au preTI.o•lT ••11ed. 'h,. mtha .,., 11•11 1t wu 
ll&i'er w wait is mUl th• tov 8181aia pr1aonen, 11alt• 117 
1atrel h 2/6'-7 wen nleue4 troa jail. !Ila re:J,aW o'b3•n 
of the patnl wu to take theH :releuei p:riaQJle:n bulc t. the 
area. 
4. Both thH• objeota Hem to han 'be .. 8UOHH~ 
realiae4. Bn oJlly time will tell how • 1H Hataata i• aooep1ie4 
by the Si•iaiJl i>eople. 

L .1'.Braae 
a/Aasietmt Diat :riot Oommi asi oner • 



1. 

OBSERVATIONS AND COMMENTS 

1 o !'reparation• and forewarning 

1. Oa tile 28th tit October 1967 the writer Tiai te4 Ok•apaill 
Patrol Po•t and waa luok;y anoup to aeet tile .w.l:aai ot the 
Reaban greup ( thia group l1 TH oloae to tha Siailllin aa• han 
considerable contact with that group). The R•baa Iailuai ha4 
loamed ot a Si•imia prisoner Heaping from Olcaapmill oorreoti Te 
institution ud had 1mllediatel1 oaptured the e•capH'• wit• ad 
brought her to Oltaapmia u a hoat&1•• H 'it&a explaia8' th&'t tile 
Adllia1•trat1on did net take hoatacu ancl the •oll&ll wu n1aaa8', 
and the IW.uai thanked tor hi• quiok thilllt111c nen thnp he waa 
a l1 ttle ott the line. 

2. fhe ~ &&reed to take word o! the patrol'• E!J. iJl 
the Siaimi.a area to the Sisillin people, and to delinr a g11't 
ot a aheatil kni.fe to the tight leader of the group, FEIYAV. The 
LW.uai of Remban VJ ae pr esented with a k:rt.ife &lao for hia trouble. 

3. Thrllle da;ya be.fore the pat rol departed Okaapmi.Jl, the 

~~s~a1c1!r;~~:t~~t:! ;!;~!~:aEir1~~n;~·s~~~ ::!a~~:! 
aU&geata4 Patrol Ro 2/66-7 oaap ai ta lllo 2 en the Om rinr aa 
the meetina flaoa. 

4. These preparations paid 01'1'. When the patrol arriTe4 
at the PU/O• junctioa, a JrUmber of ratta were t'oud whieh 1ndioate4 
that people had crossed to t he south bank of the Oa. The -.raoka 
indioa"84 "hat t his had taken place the n=ing baton. The Siaimi.Jl 
group waa found to have assembled an the old o-p ai ta aa 
arranged, and the patrol waa aet there bf PEll.A.V who had reaeiTed 
the sheath knife aent down with the Remban Lu.luai. 

II. ifik!;!Ho!f.j' the group toward• the Patrol and the 

5. Diaouasiona -.ook place between the writer and the Siaimill 
people throughout the patrol 1 e atq in th• area. The people, 
and particularlf 1'ei7a• acemed lteea ta expla1n that the t1ght1ll1 
day• of the Siaimin people were oTar and an muoh more effort 
wu to be put into gardeni~. :Pe17a• oon.tided that aerelf taking 
the namee of h i e poople had not d1BBu&d"'4 them 1'ro111 t1pt1n1, 
and indeed a raid into th• Lagaip rinr area acaill•t the Pui'ari 
people had been conducted earlier thi• ;rear (Sae patrol report 
Ok:aapmin No 2/66-7). What had dissuaded tha wu that tour 01' 
their men had aernd jail aentencea for t1ght1n1, and tha;y and 
the remaillder of th' group h ad telt thia heartl.7. 

6. Word t hat an Anthropologiat waa going to liT• •1th 
the Sieimin people had long ainoe reached *he area, and eT1dentl1 
been accepted. The filrst attemoo:ai. the patrel •aa than, 1e:lyau 
axplaine4 that he haa planned to han hi• ireupa aaiJl prd.ena 
aD.Jaoent te the o-p 91 ta Bo 2 ud -.hat hi• poople woul4 •hi.ft 
their r••idenoo oentra to there attar the 1ar4en wu ooapleted. 
!he centre eeotion of the propoee4 garda. which wu illapeote4 
by the writer in the prea81loe of re17aa ULd tiaa Hatanak:a, llaa 
been alleoate4 tor MiH Hatanalca'• \Ulee Si111larl7 a hauH lito 
ill the centr e of the proposed S1eilll1a Beuaing area wu eet 
aaide. 

7 • M1Ba Batanalc& span t her time at Oltaapaill leam11lc the 
Siaill1n langu&&• trom the 1'our priaoaera, and waa able to 
ao1111unioato direotlf with the people to a liai t ... extent u soon 
u the patrol arrive4. The local Siaimin people aeemed to enjoy 
explainin& t hinga and trying to make themeelna undera-.oocl. It 
aee1&a l1kel1 that 11hen !lies Hatanalta can communicate treel.;y with 
the Si91m1n ehe will be almost coapletel7 aocepte4 b;y them. She 



2. 

(Miss Hatanaka) ha& allocated six months of her time te learning 
the language 

8e Apart from diaouasions With the local people the patrol 
set abeut having 14iH Hatanaka a ocepted by the people by ~uilding 
her a large houae. Apart rrom the need for a houe aa auoh, 
this eonstruotion served the pur;>ose of showing that the 
Administration was prepared to go to trouble to see that J!iss 
Hatanaka was comfortable. A logi eal in.t'erence t h e lGoal people 
have ne doubt made it that it the Anthropologist comea to any 
ha.rm they will be in serious trouble with the Adminietratien. 

\~ 

The idea et a holl8e su quickly ceased upon by the looal people 
who assisted with ~b.e eo11etruction aud clearing. The fact that 
the long term aspect ot Miss He.tanaka 1 a stq with the Sis1mill 
is W1<leratood was brought to light by the allooation of garden spaorre I 
and Peiyau 1s suggestion that lliss Hatanaka 111;1uld learn hi• 
language and he and his people would learn hers. 

III The House 

9. The houu iB forty eight feat long by twenty one wide. 
There are two bed roolll8, a large open pases&• we:s- a:cd din:il:i& 
rook, a s1;oreroom and a wash room. :rhe Ki tehen and. toilet are 
outside . !he roof 1& made o.t' kunai graas, the O\ltside walls and 
the 11Dll are made o.f eplit panda.nus palm, &Ud "the 1.nhrnal 11.aiJlg 
is o.r bark. The heun is very oool inside , and should last .ror 
the duration o.t' Mias Hatanaka's sta;y (th::ee to five year&) 

IV The Location 

10. The house ia looated sou.th ot the Om river at the 
junction ot t he Om and Bagu. rivers (above both rivers right 
bank. )The house is well above f'lood l evel, but oloae to a 
good supply o.t' fresh water f rom the Bagu river. Immediately 
behind th• heue is a large f'lat kunai plailt which would make 
an exoel::..ent airdrop ai te it the need ever arose for an airdrop. 
The exaot locati on of this plain ia t wo hundred yards f'rom the 
Karu/Om junction, so-ath of the Om, on the 0111 rivers rii3}lt bank. 
Oksapmin patrol map No 2/66-7 shows patrol camp ll• 2 next ta 
the Om river. This C6111P was on the kunai plain. 

v.seouri t:r 

11. The intentions of the :;iaimin seem to be excellent, 
and completely in f:i.vour ot Miss Hatanaka stqing in their area., 
This group is however still very primitive and haJI a history o.r 
r aiding and fighting amox:ng themaelvea, and of threatening 
patrol&. In t he light of this t he fol lowing eecuri ty a r rangemen t• 
have been made : 

(i) Three members of the R.P . &:.N . G.O. eaoh armed and 
issued with ten rounds of • 30 ~ 82'11lluni t i on a.re oamping n t Siaimin 
with Miss Hat e.naka. They are to return to Okaapmin on 1 at 
January 1968, £>.nd if need by will be replaced by ether polioe . 
In chargei o.r the fJ Olice is Constable Yanopa who is known and 
h ighly respected and liked by the Sisimin people. The police have 
instru.otione that Mii s Hatanaka is to be aocompP..nied when ever 
she leaves the carup a.--:ea, whether ahe desires oompany or not . Thia 
has also been explained to Mi&a Hatanaka. 

(11) Oksapmin 'e A. 51 0 p11.rta .le two way radio haa been 
left in the oare of Constable Wari who waa shown how to work it 
and change batteries ete. Daily skede with Telefomin or Okaapmi.n 
at 1315hr have been impliment-.id, &lld reoeption to dat e has 
been qui te good at TeJ efomin. 

12. Guards wer11 poeted throughout the patrol' n ot~ in 
the aroa, but tnis W:i.D probably not neceasary under the oiroum
stanoes , 



VI Concluaioa 

13. fhe prHent a11iua1iion ia all that oov.14 l»e 4Hir*1. 
There h eTidenoe ot lon& hm aooepUl:loe ot lli•• Hataaata '117 
the Siai1111Jl peeple, and the looal. attUude ia aore hn-.nllle 
gene.rally that 1 t haa enr b~en in the pU't. 

14. The plaeing ot police in the area ..... GUaTAfUt 
and axpena1Te Juat to allow a 1a41Ti.J•.aal te lift 1a aatey 
•1 'lill a group ot p1'1a1 tin PMPl•• !he ianaa•t 1'I ~ 
proTiq worih while. On tu 18"1l ot ••Tauer· ~ hliee npe:net 
deta118 ot a ooaplaint ot either IDU'te:r o:r allept ~ wllilll 
i e Jl01t being innat13d•d !roa bletellia. !la1a npezt la la 
relation to th• h riTor whieh 1a equit.iatat 1'roa ~eletma ud 
the pruant police oaap,. Un the Deicb'llnriac Bdwa ~ 
Afena and h7ar1 are "'1.eitinc iho ._, ropluq. fM ia._ .. 
co:atut and aonatut rtti.lanM will q'11otl.J llria& tia19 area 
quiok.17 IUlder 1'u.ll oontnl. 

15. lilias Ratan&lta haa pron4 !le:reelt to lie ••t ro8ft:rMhl 
and adaptable both at Okaapmia _. o• 1111.e wallc .,_, _. at 
Sia1a1a~ Io prolll•e are tone• be7a.t RPI"l:riaa: till• ,.u .. 
un Ul the a1uiaia 1ard•n• oeme ilte hl1 prMilnl•. tile .!liat .. 
1a aot anat and aarrie:ra are •lltaiaaltle •• •• croat pnU. ta 
pHed, •1H Katan.aka ezpeeta her aeeiatat " arrin at lilliaia 
f ro Japan earl7 in 1968. Thia will ~er~ te tho ati.oipatet 
aut.oeea ot the venture. 

L •• .Br~e 
a/Aeeiatant Dietrict Oommiasioner . 
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Oaatul• 10654 P.&.AilV 

Oo1~le 11121 Will 
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'rh• above menUoaM eerre•paien" 18 li•°'" · 1M1"~ 
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... Le-1 .A.t'Gitll4• a.,...- -~ 
7-1 Gf 27"1l Oo'te-•1' 1967 to JliH Ba ...... 

I.et oanmatta. •f a:rruceaa• 
9tll w 16• •~ r.0.1 •• b• :r..w • .._. ..;~ 
o. Ta Id. ..... , ae ..,. ll.b~ 1.:r.o. __. ti 
J..D.o. !eletma al :D.a. T-... 

68-1-8 •f 19~ .. ~ 19'1 ... Jtt-.Ul•t ~ .... 
::!1~:!t;-iJ•:J:r•Hm>T=. ~~..,. 

48-1 of 19tll •rnalta' 1961 "• Dietrio~ 0-1•si•U' a.1 Jt.eq ... "et oep7 &JaJJl pa"rol.., • 2/6...., iW 
Jli•• l!a~ 
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Pa'trel NU11ber 

Pa'trol Conduo'ted By 

Area Patrolled 

Patrol Aoooapanied B7 

Duration ot .Patrol 

l&a1; Patrol 'to area 

D. D. J. . 

P. H. D. 

.P. I .R • 

Ob3eot. ot Patrol 

Okaapala 

feletoaiJl Sub D1a'trio1; 

Wea1; Sepilc Diatriot 

Okaa.pmia Io 2/67-8 

L. W.Bncgo a/Aaaietat l>iail"iot OOliilll. 

o./1-aaip/St:riUlud luaoua Ana 

Shillia (Beiwa) SJ:OllP• 

c. 'fa Id.ellhout a.P.o. i/• Ok..,.U 

R.Hutohinp O.P.o. 

1 .Ilia• 8.Bataalra AA~polope't 

Pi" Xmon R • .P .A .• .~. e. 

One Interpretor 

100 Carriere 

8 da,ya 9/ 11/67 to 16/11/67 

1 Jla,y/.Tune 1967 

With ab n D.D.A. patrol 

Septaber/Ootobor 1967 

Return roleued Bieimin prieonen 

to their area 

atablioh KiH Hat81lalca wi 'th tho 

IBDUlll .People 

Ludll and >.zwy Ponail 

1lla..alc and T~lor Bac811/Sep1lc Jou.mi•• 

OkHpain Patrol Map llo 1/66-7 

Ok•aplllin Pa trol Kap No 2/66-7 

0000000 



Patrol Diary Okaapmin Patrol No 2/67-8 

9U1. Nonmber 

10th Konmber 

11th lloTeaber 

1967 0700hre atandin& firini order• given to Police and 
C • .P. 0 . •. Waited tor oarriere to uaemble and depart•• 
Okaapain l'atrol l'o•t 0900 with fin7 oarri•n and. halt 
the patrol ie&r, lea'Yin& P9lioe to follow Q •1th 
more oarriera an4 the roaai.llder of tho .-U• .AJ:rin4 · 
at the lip of tho Oa rinr Talle7 •rri• 0957 ad 
oommaoecl a nry •toop 4 .. oat. Call .. a haU at 1140 
when the BAGU r1 Tor wu n.oh .. , '"r oarrien to 
r•arouP• .. ncl en 1240 fellowiilg the :ia&ll ri nr 40WJl 
etrea. At 1).45 c-aoocl a •t•~ uom1i i'roa th• 
ien b.U of th• Baca ad reaohocl tho :riqo MP at 
1420 u.d o01111tenoe4 loolt1n1 for a ..., •1 te. li9oato4 
one u4 Ht up · oap 1445, ta llillutu 1'roa th• rite• 
top . liut 1Jl 1455hn • ...,,10 ocmtaot with !ele:told.ll. 
Dawn 811111.ldto orclere4. ll1u Ha~ Wa:llto4 Woll 
todq • Slept Jlu.h N1!1P •• 1. 
1falk1Jl1 Uae (ao'ha1) 4hra 35llill Oa traelc 5hn 55ma. 

1967 Broke omqi ud :moYo4 off 0705. Loq •••..,. 4Hoata 
with ahori uoent• wore the aaiJI. featlln d ~ 4&Y'• 
wallt. CroHocl a •U..• at 0725 mt reaollo4 IUDIDU 
Ck at U'• JWlotton wUh the Wal ok 0747 a4 le1't 
th• l eft bank of the Wal ok 0750 • .boated. to riqe 
top then deaoadecl to the hea4wah1'11 •1' ~ Pa*• 
arr11'1n& 0905. J'ollowe4 tile Pu et to U'• J••H• 
with the Oa r1nr U':ri'YiJl& u.d oalliq a lailt 1010 
Moved Oil down•tro• aleng the ri&llt Milk 01' th• Gill 
1050 and arrind ay oap •it• l o 2 of patrel 2/66-7 
at 1115 to be met by Lu.luai le17all u4 ll.1• pooplo, 
who gan a fr1on4ly reoepUon. Set up .A.510 n41• and 
oup. General discueaion• with the local people 
P. 14 . A iarden and houae •1te aeleoted for llb• 
Hatanaka and a,pproTed b;y Lu.luai 1ei;yau. Ba41o oetaot 
w1 th Vanimo at 1630hr•. Kade plan !or the houe to 
be built . Rationa ieoued ar.i 111.ard• poated.. Slept 
Camp lie 2 on the la riiht bank o! the Oa riTer. 
alkini time (aotual) 3hn 30Jll1Jl On traok 4hre 10a1Jl 

1967 0700hr• carrier• commenced clear1Jlf houae •ite, with 
asoietan.:ia from Sieilllin men. P11g:e hoU11e plan on 
the 81 te and aupervhed work throupout the dq. At 
0940 ConstablH Pa&anu an,jl Aaatu arr1Tecl with the 
remaining patrol gear. Soae freah toot purohued and 
rations 1aoued. DiacuHion• w1 th local people durini 
the day. lept Camp 2 Gllarct• peated. 

12th November 1967 0600hre carrier• commenced work. Superviaed cona t ra
otion throughout the d.;y. Si•iain people holped 
with the Job all day. Some frHh !oocl ;purohalled. 
Diacues1one with local people in the eTenin&• 
nations hsued uarda oeted. J lept Caap :lo 2. 

13th ove:mber 1967 Work on houee continued. Superrtaed all dq. Talked 
with local people during the dq. S • t rHh foou 
purchaeed, Ration• 1seue4. Ration• now 1Jl abort 
euppl) eo marked all but twent7 four oarrien to 
return \'O Ok•apmin tomorrow . Radio con tact w1 th 
VaniJRe. Guard• poeto4. Slept oaap Jlo 2. 

14th lio'Yember 1967 0600hra oarr1ere departed for Ok•apa1Jl wUh all 
exceH p trol gear. Supeni•ed worlt on the houe 
to the atage when onl;y f1n1•hina touohea an needed 
to co plete the Jnb . lxplaiJl.ed the radio and aethod 
o! wie to Constable ARI and ll1H atimaka. .Police 
d UH explain d to the .l?ol1ce who are to stay here 





IltllQWQUOI 

1 • Th• area patrolled 1• TH7 ...U and Y•rf ~· !Ile 
d1Tide one hour norlh o! Okllapaill, whiell Hpar&h• the OlaNIPWl 
TaJ.le7 tra tile Oil rin? •:-.t• 1• abft'll 6,ooo• A.I.Le Ille 
Pdrol'• oaap Jo 2 oa 1;he ~ ef the Oil nnr 1• 1,600• A.I.Le 
ni.e oountrr 1D be·twe• oou1•'U of near llhff:r l.1M8._. .tu.
Y&l"Yin& 'llo ateep r14&H 1D th• Baca rinr area, ~ 
!alltni -~ "° th• a. riTft'. !la• tine'll 4i•talde - tu.., 
i a eoaethiDc lH• tha aipt ailu !roa Oll:aapd.a w .-P .. 2. 

2. !!le people o! the uea an Hei•a peeple wu · .....
!roa the r.pte.:1,.:; area at th• •••tem H•p'mlil• Dllltnn 
1D 1964. !b.o o a4 !el.et..U ·uae fer ._ .ta IUdld.a• 
!bet -11 th .. elvu YOLUD. Ia 6e JUt ten aQU&'8 ,.u.i. 
have Moh .... HO~ou of the CftQ• !ho -.i E -
in the P911P ia h17aa the 1¥1u1 .... felllU( T) ~ i...lae 
Be i• at p:roeeat nrr well d.iepH .. 11 .. al'4• tho Aa .-1.eP•t al. 
the ~a'llraUoa. 

J. !llo -1Jl oltJeot et the patnl wu ff take IU.89 8aMulra 
d.on to the Sieild.R area ad eetaltliah her •1th 'Illa• ...-. ~· 
a. prortou~ wat .. ff .. aatU ap, ltv.'11 1'11 wu ..-.... 
at•r t. •ai t a atil tho fOU' liaimia pri .. :l•fte tMa "1 
pa'llrol .. 2/6'-7 wore releue4 froa Jail. !111.o ro)aW eltJ9n 
of th• patrol wu to t.Jr:o 'Ilk••• rel ... e4 prieoae:n "'*-\I tale 
area. 
4, Both · thH• obJeote .... to have be .. n .. o~ 
nailed.. BV'll OJll7 Uae will tell how Ki•• Ha'llD.._ 1a uoop'ht 
b7 th• Siaiain people. 

L. 1f . B:rac&• 
a/Aaaiatant Diatr1ot Col1Ud11sioner. 
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1. 

1. Preps.rations and !orew1:1~ 

1. On the 28th of October 1967 the wri "!:ei· vi1.1i ted Okea.pmin 
.Patrol Poet and wao lucky enough to meet the Luluai of the 
Remban group (this group 11 vee oloee to t e 3ieiml.n and have 
considerable contact with that group). The P.embcn Lu.lua1 had 
learned o! a Siailllin prisoner escaping !ram Okaapmin corrective 
institution l'Uld had immediately captw:ed the escapee ' s wife and 
brought her ·to Okeapm:i.n as a hoetfl.ge . It wae explained that the 
Administration did not take hoatagea and the woman • as released , 
and the Lu.1uai ths.nlced for his q1ilck thinking even though he wa.e 
a 11 ttle off the 11.ne. 
2. The Lulli.t agreed to take word of the patrol 's E~A in 
the Sieimin area to the Sisill'.ill people, alld to deliver a gi.!'t 
of a ahas.th k.ni!o to the .f.ight leader of the group , l!'E!YAU. The 
Luluai of Remban was presented with a k.life also for his trouble. 

3. Three dqa before the patrol departed Oksapmin, the 
most influential cf t he Heir.a prisoneriil , :.usIUM :.¥as released 
to take word ot the ;patrol ' a ETA in the Siaimin area. Llasium 
suggested .Patrol Jo 2/66-7 camp site No 2 on t 'o.e Om river ae 
the meeting llaoe. 

4. Theee pupa.rations paid oft. ~hen the pa~rol arrived 
at the PU/OJ4 junction, a Jrlllllber of r&fte were found which indicated 
that people had crossed to the south bank of the Oa. The traak• 
indicated that this had taken plaoe the evening before. The Sieim1n 
group was found to have aaaembled ;;in the old oamp ai te ae 
arranged, and the patrol wao met there by l'EIYAU who had reoeind 
the sheath kaife sent down with the Remban I.ulua1. 

II . Efh!:t1 tude o.f the group toward• th .Patrol and the 
___ polotlqt 

5 . n1aouasion1 took place between the writer and the Sieimin 
people throughout the patrol 1 a 1t113 1.n the area. The people , 
and partioularly ll'eiyau nemed keen to explain that the fightin& 
deye o! the Siailll1.n people were over and n011 much more e!!ort 
waa to be put into gardening. J.Peiyau oon!1de4 th t merely taking 
the names of h i e people had not diesua.ded. them. !ro11 fighting, 
and indeed a raid into the Lagaip river area a&ainst the l'uJ'ari 
people had been oonducted ttarlier thi• year (See patrol report 
Okaaplllin o 2/66-7). What had dissuaded them waa that tour ot 
their men had sernd jail aentencea tor fighting, and they and 
the remainder of the group had !elt this heavily. 

6. ord t ha t an Anthropologist was going to live with 
the J i s imin people had long since rea.cl1ed ihe area, and evidently 
been accepted. The !llret afternoon the patrol waa there, ll'ei yau 
explained that he has plc.nned to han his groups main 1ardene 
adjaoent to the oamp Iii te No 2 and that hia people would ahift 
their reaidenoe oentre to there after the garden waa oompleted. 
~· centre aeotion o! t ho propoaed garden which waa inapected 
by the •rl ter in t he preaenoe o! Feiyau and Kise Hatanaka, hu 
been allocated. for Jliea Ha t anaka' 1 uae . Silllilarl;y a hou.ee •1 te 
in th oe.ntre of the pt opoa ed S11imn Houaing area wu 1et 
uide. 

7 0 Kies Hatanaka apent her t im at Okaap111in learning the 
Siaim.1n langua&e from the tour priaonen , and wa1 able to 
oo1'll!1unicate direotly 1'i th the people to a 11.Jli ted extent u 1oon 
aa the patrol arrived. Tht1 l ooal .;>1aim.1n people aeemed to enjoy 
explaining things e.nd t rying to e the eelYH understood. It. 
eeema Ultely that when ltiaa Ha an.alt can oommunicate !.reel7 with 
the 111.Jlill Ille will be ll!loat oompletely acoepte4 by th h e 



2. 
'°I 

(Miss Hatanaka) has allocated r;1x 111onthe of her time to learnin& 
the language 

a. Apart from disCU!l fl ions with th" local people the patrol 
set about ha.Ting Mies Hat~a accepted b7 the p<"ople by building 
her a large houae. Apart fro11 the need for a houae u suoh, 
this construction served the purpose of sho\llin& tha.t the 
Ad.lll1nietration wa.e prepared to go to trouble to ••• that Ilia• 
Hatanaka was c~ortable . A logical in.terence the looa.l people 
baTe no do11bt made ii: that if the Anthro.pologist ooJ111ea to an.,
ham they will be in serious trouble wl th th& Administration. 
The idea of a house was quiekl;r oeaeed upon b;I" the local people 
who assisted with the oone·truotion and clearing. The .taot that 
the long te aao>eot o! flies Rata.na.ka 1 s stay "i ·th the Siaimin 
ie understood was brought to light by th" CLllocation o! garden spao• 
and Jfe1yau 1e suggestion that Misa llatw:i.aka viould learn hie 
language and he and his people ;iould learn herih 

III The HoUlle 

9 . The house is forty eight !eet long by twenty one Vlide. 
There :iro two bed roolllJI, a large 01>en passage viay and dining 
rook, a 111iororoo11 and a wash roo11.. The Xi t ohen and toilet are 
outside. The roo! is made o! kunai graaa, the outaide wall• 11114 
the 11D~ are made of split pandama pal.II, aud the inhraal liDillg 
ill of bark. The house is very cool inaide, and ahould la.et for 
the duration of isa Hat&llaka 1e atll,( ( throe to five ;year.i) 

IV Tli• Location 

10. The house is looo.ted south o! the Om river at the 
Junction of the Om and BQ&U rivera (above both rivers right 
bank . )The houae is well above !lood level, but close to a 
aood auppq of fresh water :!roa tho B~ rinr. llunediahl7 
behind the houae i• large flat lcunai plain which would malt• 
an excellent airdrop site i:! the need ever arose !or 111n airdrop. 
The exact locat ion o! this plain i• two hundred yard• !ro the 
Karu/Om Junction, aouth o! the Om, on the Om riven right bllllke 
Okeapmin patrol map No 2/66-7 allows patrol o8lllp t{o 2 next to 
the Om river. Thi• oamp was on the ltunai plain. 

v .~ 

11. The intentione of the SiaimiD eeem to be exoellen't, 
and completely in favour o! Ilise Hatanalca et qing in their area. 
Thie group is however still very prillli ti ve and 4aa a history of 
raiding and !ight1.ng amo.:ng themeelves , and r,f threatening 
patrola. In the light of this tho following eeour1 ty arrangements 
have been mades 

(i) '.rhree members of the R • .i.' . & •• G. C. each armed and 
ie1ued with ten rounds of • 303 awnuni tion are camping at Siaimin 
with JU ea Ha tan.aka. They are to return to Oil:aapmin on 1st 
Januar,y 1968, an1l if need by will be replaced by other police. 
In oharge ot the police is Cons t able Yanopa who is known and 
highly res_peoted and liked by the Siaiain p•,ople. The polio• han 
instructions that lliaa Hatanaka is to be aooou.panied when ever 
ah• leaves th• camp area, whether llhe e,9ires ooapax>y or not . Thia 
haa also be explained to Ilise llatanaka. 

(11) OkH.pmin ' • A.5 10 p rta le two 11a;r radio haa been 
le!t in the oar• of Cons t able lfari who wu ehown how to wor.k it 
and cha.nge batteries etc. Dail.7 lteda with Tele.t"omin or Oks aplllin 

t 1315hra have been 1.lllplimente 1 and reception to date 
been quite goo at T le!omin. 

12
0 

:i.u.ard• \'!ere pouted throU&hout th• patrol ' • etq 1n 
the area, but th1• was probably not neoHS&l7 \uider the oiroum-
1 tanoe • 



3. 

VI Conclusion 

13. The present ai tua:hon is all that could bo desired. 
There ia eYidence of long tom acoe.o>tanoe o! K H Hatanaka b;r 
the Siaimin people , imd the local attitude is more fsvourable 
generall.y that it has ever been in the put. 

14 . The plaoing ot police in th" area aeciu ex1irav&gant 
and 01..a:.;ionaive just to allow an indiviuual to live in •a1'et7 
\"Ii th a &roup of pr1llli ti ve pe.iple. The inYH en't ia alread~ 
protlng \10rth while. On the 1"8th of November the .Polio• reporte4 
detaila o! a 0011j)lain:t of eit er murde.r or allegad aoroery which 
l s now being inveatigahd from Te1efoPl111. T:hiJ report i• in 
relation to the iU river \•hioh is equidistant t'rolD ~@lefoJli.ll and 
the preaent poliue ou.p. Also tho ueighbou1'1.ng Heiwe. group• 
Afenaa and .Puyari are vis.1. ting ·tne oamp regular~. 'the in~eaaed 
oontaot and con•tant vifP.16.tloe will quiokl7 bring 1lh1• area 
q,uiolt~ under full control. ~ 

15. Jlise Hatanlioka ha.o prond herself to be JIO t resourcetul 
and ad&ptable l'loth at Ok:sapain and on the walk 'iown, od at 
Silliain. iro probli!ms are forseen b•!'ond iiupplying the polio• 
until the sia1Jlin gard.sn11 ocllle into full production. The diatanoe 
ia not great imd i.larriers are obtainable ao no ~eat problem is 
poaed. Jlisa Batanal<a expeota her aaaiatant tu arrive at Sisimin 
t.rom Japan early in 1968. Thi" will !urlhe1 add to the anticipated 
11ucoesll of the vontw.-e. 

L . • rage• 
a/ Aseill tant '-1 et ti ct Co ioner. 



Appendix 1 A' 

Corunonta on l'atrol l'olice 

C-::natable 8697 YA.li'OPA Acting NCO on th~a pa1irol. !he ua ~ 
capable member of th• R.l'.&.•.G.c. 
I have worked with. 

Cone table 10910 Biliil 

OO'IBtable 10654 PAGANU 

Con.table 11121 WARI 

Constable 11326 !11.ATUS 

Solid an& relaible. 

&. local fele!om1n aan, .,.rr e!!eotin 
b11~ )end• to be o!ficiou wi111l 
Indiganiea. 

Quiet and e!teotiT•• Hu e:a:perienoe 
ot working radio Ht• fixed ant 
portable. 

Reliable and atead;y worlcer. 

Patrol from \J'itsa:pmin to Siaimin 9/11/67 to 16/11/67 

L.W . lh.·aage 
e,/Aaaistant D!.at.1"1.ot Co111111allioner 



TERRITORY O F PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

PATROL REPORT 

District of . .... ~$.~ ... S;m>;IB; ......... .. .............. Report No . ........... 3.-:-. .. . f?.7./.f?. 

Patrol Conducted by .. . ru.o ..... ffii .~QJ:UN.\>:S .•. ......... ..... ... .. .. .. ... G .•. f..,.Q_... 

Area Patrolled ... .. '.r .e.lc~1:1 1. ..... J3.a.k..t .... '.r".lc~.':1 .N..°.?.!... D:! ap .... &.: .... ~~:r~.C:Jc.1.11.l'l.~ Ri vere • 

Patrol Accompanied by Europeans .. .... C ....... VANL!Ei3,'l0.U.:t' .. C.P.O. 

Natives ... 4: .. ~~?.1.~ ~.~~ ... ~.~:t'&:I.i ~.et.&~ ... .... ~. Interpreters , 1 A.P . O. 

Duration-From .. 29 . ./..1.1 ./ 1967 ... to .1.8 .. .j.1.2 .. / 19.67 .. . 

Number of Days ..... '.fyl~.l?:~Y. J?.9) 

Did Medical Assistant Accompany I ... Yee 

Last Patrol to Area by-District Services .. ~ ... / .. ~ .. /19~.4.... (South o:f Bimen) 

Medical .. ,., .. ,.;. . .,., .... / 19 .. ,,. . .,,. 

Map. Reference ............. ~.~P ... ~.t~~.9.1'!.~.<t, .................................... .. 

Objects of Patrol ... .. .. S.ur.v.ey ... J110tor ... bike .. :t.xac!t., .. T.ek.:Ln.ili.ea.i.on ... to .T.eka • .. .. complete 

ceneue . &cateoil s eep , build Helicopter Pad , Find route for track t o 
Striok:la:nd:··Ri:v-er··Gorg"e'··f om··Teka;; 

Director of Native Affairs, 

PORT MORESBY. 

Forwarded, please. J 
Q )._ 

~.0..~.6. .... ·:f::?:, ............. . 
Dis1 ;ict ommissioner 

mount Paid for War Damage Compensation 

Amount Paid from D .. E. Trust Fund 

Amount paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund 



67-16-28 

The Di triot Oo111111iHioner, 
oet Sepik D:t.atriot, 
~· 

March 6th, 1'968. 

.3-67/68· o~ 

!he report b7 Mr. R. Butohins:a ot the 
trol to the 1'eldn, Bak, T•kin Jlo.2, %)14p and 

...itriotland ll.inr 1e acknowledged with thanka. 

rue A.D.o. feletollin and youreel! 
han oo•enhd tllll.7 on thie patrol and there 
1• little need to •le.borate tuther. !be A.;D.o. 
•houl.4 bring to the ott1oer' • noUoe that Patrol 
Inatruotlou •hould be tollowed ae oloHq u 
poe81 "• and eplitting o! pstro~ .• b7 31&nio1~ 
ott1 re ehould only be allowed where the inatruo
tio neoeae1 tate thi being done. 

A eatiatao~o17 report b;y Kr, Hutohi •· 

(1' .W. LLI3) 
~ 



Di etriot Of f ie .. , 

!!!!.lli2· h 11t .>epik D1otriot . 

lat ·ebruaq, 1968 . 

Aesistant lli ot r iot Co i eai oner , 
Gub- strtot o~tioe 1 
T.,L POMI K 

OKSArMI N , o., " rot !>0 .3 6U6B 

ceipt l a a cknowledged o f he r eport aubllitted b7 Mr . Van 
Leiah.out aad \.ha t fro 1'r. h . Jhttchiaga. 

I do f eel tbat perh•ll• a t thi• stage of tb•H peo)ll••' liTea, 

!!.~:,:. •i! ::e:~.::~~o t:1:::~0~. t ~:! ::::.;~ ~:a:•:!:!' ... 
d I aiueHl)' hope t t the7 get better donl this tiao tUa the)' 

did laat tiao. 

I fall)' arreo with 7our co-ta on oarel••-••• Rffdilag 
the roport• gan .. a11 i • p:-:ea1oa of a moat haphaaari ner rMll7 
i nteroated attitude. 

I aoUH 1a 7011r Patrol Ins truction• 7011 etr••• the aeed fff 
oaut.ioa, wt thi• ... not full1 -'Hrn•. • eplittills ot a pnnou 
pat,..1 in tile nl>-41etrict reelllted 1 trag•d7· 

Yroe preYiou• re or t l'I , go i n bllck oYer t he yea r s , I 'H neYer 
gained the i 11pre1111ion tlu•t it wll eY .,. in tended to ooaetru.c t !I r9Ad te 
the ' trioklaad, lmt to eneare t here wae a re.aoaa t;le eroeain1 of tile 
r iYer. I cannot ••• ow •• oan hope to auppl1 t u 1afo1 tion ...iqlt~ .red 
b7 the end of Fe'llr\IAJ?' f or t he nl)' , own r we will keep the preje\:t 
in ain4. 

I have h•d the po r tion on Agricult ura ext r acted and paeaed to 
tile iatric t Agriculturnl Oftic•r tor co eat , and I hope • • • iataace. 

A8 a 1114ttor of inter ot 1 I.I Iii t 1aeo .. rn to 7 our o;'f1oer• t ha t 
there 1e little or none •P.1. • n t 011 Iuka , t he eapl o19ent 1• on th• 
planta tion• on l ougainvUle . I aention this aa t here a r e eoa e f r lgbtenin1 
e tori•• of and 11uoh t a l e• 7 de ter paopl e fro• goillg there . I 
wollld encour a:ie 1111 '11"/ as 7ou o r. t o go out t o work, t her e ra • • 
• ple1uU.d people on loug 1nTille . I 11 d however 1ive no enoourag Hnt 
f or t ll .. t o p t o aa1 phatation a•eooiated with Choieel lantatioce 
1r011p. 

Ir )'Oil l ook 'b clc thT011 .h prev oua patrol re~ or t , I th i nk 7011 will 
f ind I! lot • een wt"itten on th. t oil ao •It Mat i one in theae reporte. 
I f 1 reoall cor rectl7 •aaple• were t en b)' ~. Hr. • Harke. ••• 
aa11plee wer e aent to Mo ••bf for ar. 17eia , l111t • t the finding ••• • I 

ot r ecall . 

; , 

o.e . 'I'll• 11otor , / 
Depart at or i trl ot clainbtr u~n, 

~ 

9 
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CGS/JP 

The Dilltr1ct Cemaiaeionor, 
Di11trict 01'fiae , 
VA!!IMO. . S.D. 

Sub-Dietriot O!:tioe, 
Telefo11in, 
Weet Sepik Dist riot • 

24th Jaauary , 1968 • 

OK. A.P?UN P.ATl tOL REPORT No ,) -67/68 

O!c1apmia Lotal Cyey DiY11i1n y d Diap R1 nr A£ea. 

1. Fleaee find attaohed Patrol Reperta aubmi t t.i 
by r . C. Van Liealwut , C, P,O, d r. R. Hutohiags C. J:> ,O, 
t ogether with eampia& allewaaee olaiaa. It 18 &a8Ulled that 
Wr . Vaa LiHhoui hall aubai tted elaiaa foi· b th the Peli .. and 
lJl.terpretere who accom!)anied the patrel • 

2. It 18 unfortuaate that -.he work done 1a thia 
area to edlloate the people poli t1eall7 will rtrt'll&lly lie waeted. 
Without pa:rtioipatioJl ia the aotual elHtioae 'Hey l1 ttle 
illtuaa~ioa will be retaiaed. BYeey et:tert will 'H aade 1 whQ 
pouible to i.Jt!ol'll tho PH11le why eleotiuli will aot be hold • 

a. The patrellU& O!fioer 1e diariee eugao11t to .. that 
a certaia lllllOWl.t of eareloaaaeaa wae ahen ill t he ll&ll&l••t 
1i1f the pa rel ec the 14 and 15th of Deoccbo , 1967. I do aet 
reoumead Offioera , wha'l.enr their expe.i.1.oncc , eplittiag 
patrele ia rellgll r eoeat q peuetrated ceu:: tr,y d aa&ag1.Ji& ill 
indirtdu.al por am ulatiOJlC' fo r 110 guoa r ea ao.a. It 1a fertwaat4 
th t ua on th 17th l>ecombor , t ho only inJUJ:J' eua taill.ed was a 
aligh oaee o! he t exho.u t i on. 

4. ~Y and l ge the 1jcct1ve" et th patrol were 
achieTod • .r . i.s ncouraging t~ note 'the i:mthu.eiaom which the 

oople 11hol'I d on the Tckin-TukE1 mad. • !fr , Van Li•ohollt 
adYiaea thut th•. 1!. l • .n,;le will t:e eont later • 

5. I O&Zlllot aee that wo kno a gre t d al more about a 
oaaible route down to ~hll !:l trickland Go r e area tha.n we di d 

bef oro • ., to laclc ot eup.i)lies onl.r a rough i dea waa gain ; 
regardin the le 111bil1 t.r of au a rou te. A mu ch aore 
detailad lurY y will have to be oarrtea out . I am aurpriaed 
that tho Officer eondl.lot ing t he Patnl did not appreciate t he 
f a o1. that he would haye eup ly proble 

6 . The oen11ue figurea reye~l a natural inoreace. 
Thie 11 ple 111.llg to note . 

7. lla . i yo Affairs in t he area coYered ai: eood. hi 
1• qui ie nol'll&l !or this partio r ar a • 

a. I o ot agree with t he .Patrolling Of!ioer' • 
r rk:1 o a~·uiu.., the propoaeo inetalla tion ot a flying-fox • 
.Apparen Lly the Ara7 are wi lling to inai.all the flying - !ox 
!or pract1oally nothin ; i.e. JIO c 'n to our depa.i·t11ent -
why no L have it ? ..:he people eoon dapi; to no oondi tl 11 and 
ne ide • euoh a t e tlyin - f ox. 

\ ) 
/ 
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9. Guer&J.J.y llr. Van Lien••i'• Reperi -1lft• b• 
illtere•i 1a ih• Oba,pain p .. ple and ih•ir JnllhM. lim 
llr. Yaa I4Hheui iapreHH u wi ih Ai• eath'Uiaea , •• Ai• 
repu; , •lUlet ••t nTNl.iq OllurQ!ll ... ir•ii• 11.,.. .. 
preiU .. ot hiier thiq• i• ••• • Cadet Pa$r el Ofttffr , 
Mr. H•hlliJI&• U. pnHaied a &Hd reperi !er a Oadet - tlle 
8lteteh Up &90H.P&1l7ia~ ia exeelleat • 
10. l'er your intermatien pl•••• • 



.Page No. 2 

9. Geiterally llr. Yan Liemll••t'• Repert •h••• keu 
intereat ill the Ok•apain pectple and their preUeu. .. 
Mr, Van Id.eaheut illpreeaea ae with hi• eathuiaea , and hi• 
report , •hilet net rH'e&lJ.a& ChuroUlleaa trait• i1T8• 
.Pnai.H er ltetter thiac• to Mae , Cadet Patrol Ortioer 
Mr, FiutohiJl&• llaa preaented a a.aed repert tor a Oadot - the 
•ketoh up aooompan,yug ie exeelleat • 
10. 

hr your in.fel'll&tien pleaH • 



OKSAPMHT PATROL 3- 67/8 

PATROL CONDUCTED BY: 

AREA PATROLED: 

PERSONNEL ACCOMPJl.NYING: 

DURATION OF PATROL: 

OBJECTS OF PATROL: 

LAST PATROL TO AREA: 

MAP REFERENCE : 

C , V ANLIESHOUT. C.P.O . 

Tekin, Bak, Tekin No2 , 
Diap and Strickland Rivera. 

Ric . HUTCHINGS C.P. O, 
4 Members R, P &: N.G.c. 
2 Aid Poet Orderlies . 
42 Carriers; 
2 Interpreters. 

29/11/67 - 18/12/67. 20 days, 

Survey motor bike track from 
Tekin mission to Teka. 
Complete census not done by 
previous patrol to area. 
Locate the oil seep souyh of 
Bimen, take samples and construct 
a Helicopter Pad, 
Locate a route :l'.or a motor bike 
track from the Bak valley to 
the Striokland River. 

Bak Valley. 2- 67/8 , Auguat 1967, 
South of Bimen . June 1964. 

Map attached, 



INTRODUCTION : 

The areas patroll ed are south of Oksapmin end consists of 
f our river valleys running due eaet . Each valley is seperated 
by a high rugged divide, average height of each divide being 1700', 
All of these valleys i ntur.n flow into t he Strikkland Gorge which 
flows i n a south west direction end whi ch was also visited, 

'fue main aim of the patrol was to survey the motor b ik e track 
f r om Tekin to Teka, a distance of six miles by t h e route surveyed, 
This when finished will e o:u ~ u~ Oksapmin to Teka a t otal distance of 
thirteen miles. This will be of be.uifi t not only to the looal 
people but also to t h e Mission and the dministration. 

As t here is little scop e for the people in t hi s area to 
pro.sper ecconomically, except by working as station labour, t h e 
money paid by the Administration f or the working of this road, 
500 dolle.rs in all, will aid theDI considerably. 

With thi s aim in mind , a viei t was also paid to the oil seep 
area t o collect samples so as t o detirmine if any ecconomical 
u weal th can be gained f or these people . 

0000000 



PATROL DI ARY: 

1Vednesday 29th ov 1967 

0800 Carriers assembled and equipt men t checked. Received 
fi ring orders. 

0805 Departed Oksapmin , climbing IUK KUK pass , then Betianap 
where talk was sent out for f ood . 

09 45 Arrived TEKIN Rest house wh ere local people had gathered 
wit!:l foo d so purchased same. 
Lunched at Mi ssion, asking a'oout possibl!! routes f or mot111r 
bike track to TEKA. Also made arrangmente for opening of 
Oksapmin air stri p if required. 

1330 Began surveying track towards ARANU c-ompleteing 1 mile by 
1700 hrs. 
Returned to TEKIN, fresh food i ssued. 
Slept TEKIN Camp 1, 

Thursday 30th Nov i967 
0800 Broke camp and poli ce iµid carriers sent ahead to make camp 

at TO HANAP . 'W e continued to survey track with aid of l ocal 
people until r eturn of carriers. 

1 31 5 Arrived TOM IAN AP • 

1. 

.b 

. Rain in P .M. s o work on r oad Cl'ased . Purchased s ome f resh 
foods but t h ese were in short supply , so questi oned l ocals 
on gardening methods , 
Aleo had a 1 hour talk with 3 Luluias and 4 Tul tuls, 
discussing introduction of fish into pools, and pigs for • 
breeding. All these points were accep ted and enthusiasm shown 
Slept TOMIANAP Camp 2, 

Friday 1st December 1967 
0730 Broke camp sending the carri ers on ahead to DIVANAP under 

the control of Const. OBrisim . 
Commenced surveying track t owards DIVANAP • 

1545 Finished work f or the day ancl proceeded to rest house 
arriving at 1600 hrs • 
.Purchased fresh foods , and issued same. 
House Of Ass embl• y talk given to the locals . 
Slep t DIVANAP rest house Camp 3 , 

;:,aturday 2nd December 1967 

0745 l:lroke camp and carried out a preliminary observation of 
track to TEKA . Carriers follQw ed while we returned to 
yesterdays point and continue<t work. 

1245 Came to the end of the Di vanap ground and as Teka line he.cl 
no; arrived to cut track we ceased work. 

1435 Arrtvea T:XA, Purchased frl'1:1h foods . 
Slept TET<A Rest Hou e camp 4, 

<lunday 3rd December 1967 
0750 Returned to yesterdays mark at 0755 !md commen c ed work. 
0920 ••eached Ti!A<A , thus <om l e t e ing motor· bike track, 

In P.1'1. purchas ed f.:eah foods and eave I" of Aas, talk • 
.::llept TEKA itest House camp 4, 



Diary contd • 

. donday 4th December 1967 

0655 Departed TEKA moving into t he BAK gap, 
0745 Arrived at KWEPTANA where a crowed of 200 people greeted ui;. 

It appears that they expected us to c.llllp there , 
0805 oved on desc ending to the BAK Ri ver, then climbed the Bak/ 

Tekin No2 divide which is 1800 feet of near vertical ascent. 
0905 Reached the eummi t and rested , 
1010 Bege.n descent crossing WOBA Ork at 1100 hrs , then continued 

Towards BD. EN 
11 25 Arrived BIME rest house but area was deserted. After 20 

minutes people arrived with food which we bought. 
P. • Hired t en carriers to go to Tekin mission to .fetch 3, 112 lb 

bags of rice which would be needed on our return from the 
oil seep area. 
The local Luluia aareed to guide us the following day to 
the oil seep, so arrangements where made for an early 
departure, 

Walking time 3,35 Track time 6 , 20 

Slept BI!llEN Rest House camp 5. 

Tuesday 5til December 1967 

~~:1J:~i~ ~~~!~g t;h~e~ig~! ~~~~e~h: ~~;:~ ~u~~\~e~;r:~e. 
that ·the track would be to wet to walk on. So a const, wat1 
sent to investigate. The Luluias reports where false. u 
He th en claimed that he had no 0 "1 e to look after his young 
son and there for could not lead us. Thie was soon overcome, L. 

0735 Broke camp , crossing Tekin No2 River at 0745. A steep climb 1t 
commencedup the range in a south east rlirection , reaching 
the t op at 0810 hrs. We followed a crest in an easterly dirt, 
ection still ascending , gaining the ~ top at 0904 hrs 

0904 Descended steeply then turned east and f ollowed the range 
descending gradually until 0942 , ehere we waited for carrier1 
It was hoped that from the top of the range that we would 
be able to view the country, but due to heavey cloud this ld 
was impossible. Also on our return cloud was present so a eI 
map of this area was not compiled, se 

1045 Continued in an easterly directi0n still descending. 
1150 An old garden badly overgrown held us up for i an hour 

while we traversed 200 yards. 
,:Jtill descended as before arriving at the DIA.I:' .tiver at •t 

1350 Rested here allowing the carriers to f orm. 
1445 Lioved on as Luluia said a hamlet was close by, 
1510 .iODIAJ>I Hamlet reached. i. 

./hen we came from the bush into a garden , women woridne: thei 
fled at •he sight of us . de came across them in their house 
nearby , then made camp at the edge of the garden . 
J:'urcha.;ed fresh foods trading with ae1 t and matches . JO men 
and 10 ·~omen and children were seen . 

Our spade ceusl'd much interest , appareni;Jy the first th 1 
they had ee n. Also it was apparen tt.y the fire t time they he.< 
s <'l en a white man having a shower as I had quite a large 
fasinated l\Udience 

,/alking time 5 , 47 Tr'l.ck ti.me 8, 05 

aurds posted , .::.lept ,rQD.1. camp 6. 



Diary contd, 

Wednesday Gth December 1967 

0745 .oroke camp and descended in an easterly direci;ion for M he 
hour, then •, ory Steeply for 600 I t o the bed Of the .lJiap 
river. l!'ollow:i.ng this downstream for 25 minutes we rea.<;hec 
a bush house on the left bank of the river . 3 ehind this 
hut was a small reentirant. 200 ' up thjs \'as the oi.l seep. 
No attempt was made by the Lu.luia to prevent our carriers 
from viewine the sc.urce of the oil as was the case with 
the patrol of 1•ir Lancaster in 1964. 
The locals said that this was a bad period , for in good 
seasons oil could be found in a pool near the house. 

Camp was set up on the rieht bank, 
Selected a sight for the helicopter .J:'act , Approx 

100 yards upstream from t h e oil seep on the right hana 
bank of the river at a point where the river tu.ms left 
then right, thus forming a projection jnto the river ll!ld 
allowing for clear wide approaches from 11i i;her di rer,• ion. 

Clearing of the sieht began. 

1lalking ti me 1 • 30 Track; tillle 2. 00 

Gaurds posted, Shpt Diap H.i v"r C81'1p 7. 

Thursday 7th December 1967 

Supervised construction of the ,ad which is made of rock 
and raised aprox 18 inches above .ground level. It i.s 
22 ' by 2,2', The deck is of small wh · te stones in which 
is inlaid a cross of black stones. 

Rations iosued and ~aurua posted, 

Jlept .Diap Ri V(;r camp 7. 

Fria.o.y U 8th Decemher 1967 

tk 

071 ::i Broke camp and ri eaded up ri ve r for 25 mi.nu tf"s then climbed ld 
right oank ~aining lhe to at 0755 I rs.ltestell for ten mins , te1 

0810 Continued ascending ana rri.v11d at olc! c"mp No fi o · 5/12/6/lse 
A new .roaJ nad been cut f or 300 yar~:i ui.r11 ctly to the CaDI! .o 

1ade camIJ. Local peopl• h:i.d g~tr1ered food. mJ also 
cut fire wood. 

uoon much ahoutin.., was hearl nl 4J m'!n itn a pi., nt. 
l need 'r1to c m nd pr sented i .. to us. :i:hey nad om• frM k 

i.ASA1 JAt~Ai.1 a ha,Jlet to tn e south . 1 ny claimed we were llP. 1 

firot whi. te men they had se .n . An initial c'"ns1l was teken ·s · 
at their re ues t and m di•;al ervice i ven • 

.;iaw 57 • S ; r Al p opl'" and lO loc l .10 JIAJ eo. l'" . 
Gauraa :post .. 0 . .31 .. ;it od ·am c m,, i.> . 



\ 
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.Ji ry contd • 

.:3 turday 9th JJecember 1967 

0710 J:Sroke camp .. ind began walk back to Bimen. 
1003 Reached resting place of the<' 5th an , 'J.llu.;ed carriers to 

regroup. 
1045 Moved of still as cending while heavy rain began to fall. 
1055 Commenced steep ascent c;aining the top at 11 20 . . tlegan dea1111 

·ent down to .Bimen arrivi1g at 1220. 
1315 Last carriers in • 

.Bought fresh food 

,ialking time 4, 28 Track tlme 6 , 05 

dlept Bimen rlest House camp 9. 

Svnday 10th ~edember 1967 

As the rice was wet from yesterdays rain ii; we.s necessary 
to dry it before it became mouldy. Therefor it was decided 
to atop the day at J:Simen • 
.LJuring the mor ning discussions on the House of Assembly 
w1!eee given. 
Spread out the wet Lice to dry and also that rice borrowed 
f:rom the mission as it had got damp whilst at .Bimen . 
Rescaled ~he rice into larger loads autiable for two men. 
Luluia and two ca:rriers taken en at Wodiam were paid off , 
'falked to l1uluia about nan·Lage customs and gardening 
practices. 

::llept .t:!imen camp 9 . 

•• onnay 11 tr December 1967 

.tlroke cainp ana headed towards 'Kua:Cuamin , passing this point 

m 
II 

OU 

a. 
nt 

tk 

0720 

on? ~;:i~=~~h!0 t~~c~~d t~~e d~~d~e~~ ~~~tZl v}~~' ten mi nu tee. .ild 
nen hegan long nescen t towards the J:lak .diver. Crossing thi te:r. 

1110 
At 1030, GraduA.1 ly rose towards Dabura reaching there at 5se 
rne Tultul !lleet us at a point k a mile from the villiage 
and eecortea ue in • 
• he r est hot1ee area was found in perfect condition fully nt 
fenc " :l and la.N'1ed . k 
Gave ouse of ABeembly talk • , 
1he ului asked if they coul d hA.ve another 1Joctor !Joy ·is . 
t e one u sualy in char·ge of the Ai<l ¥oat had been withdraw 8

' 
• t w<te later found out that 11e was on leave encl tli, refor 
du to the e ortage ut Okeapmin could not he replaced untl l 
his return. 
Bou h f '"Bh foo e and ia>1ue rice . 

lkin~ tl e ).J rack • ime ::>. ~,5 

.;ilept .iJAuu l eat 10U>.1e CF\ln 10. 



Diary contd , 

Tuesday 12th December 1967 

0755 

0915 

0920 
1007 

1055 

P.l . 

Brok e camp heading du., east pessing over undulating ground 
f ollowing t h e left side of the Bak valley . 
Came upon a crest from which it was possible to sight t he 
whole valley from Dabura to the Bak River Gap and also to 
the crest at t he far eastern end of the valley. 
Moved on passing the road to t he Gap at 0925 . 
Arrived at the BAMU River and hol ted while a roueh log bridg 
was constructed, Moved en at 1025 , ti Ll 1030 where we allowe 
the carriers to regroup, Moved on at 1040 • 
Brought us upon an old camp site and seeing the interpreters . 
and locals said we would not reach DUBANA that day we set m 
up camp. • 
Discussed t f\ e route of the motor bike track with the locals e 
who insisted that it could not pass through the Bak River 
Gap as it consists of solid limestone and could not be work 
ed. Instead they suggested that it pass over the end of the 
valley. As this route seemed prob!!bl e and after closer 
examination of the Gap it was decided to explore in this 
direction. 
Issued rice and meat t .. carri era. 

~alking time 2. 35 

Slept Camp 11 • 

Track time 3. 1 5 

'fednesday 13th December 1967 OU 

0730 

0930 

1115 

. !II . 

.Ueparted camp and headed east up the Rift valleygaining the .a. 
ridge at 0857. Waited for carriers to regroup , .nt 
Moved on descendig st eeply till 1000 , then crossed undulat 
ing country till 10JO whence we broke out on to Kunai slopes 1k 
Dubana rest house could be seen in the distance so we h"aded 
towards it. 
Arrived DUBANA rest house where people were busy cutting 
grass. Sent out word for the people to gather so census 
could be done in the af t ernoon. ~ld 
Purchased fresh foods. teJ'. 
Carried out census revision counting 45 people, 21 of whom ise 
were new names. o 

I t appears from these walking times that we could have 
reached 'Oubana 'in one day, however the time wa s used to 
advantage in seeking rout es for th" motor bike track, nt 

Walkin15 time 3. 15 Track time 3. 45 ik 

.:llept lJUlJANA rlest House camp 12 . 



Diary contd. 

Thurs day 14th December 1967 r 
Broke camp, set out passing over easy ground until we arrived 
at an old House Kiap which was very delapidated and over 0730 

1350 

grown. From this point we turned eas..i azain and after 40 minutes 
caine cut of the woods into the kunai slopes of the Strickland 
gorge. At this point we were about 1800 feet above the river 
and about two miles from i t. 
\Jainp set up. 

lalking t ime 2, 00 Tz:·ack time 2 . 30 IDl 

In the afternoon I went on a scouting walk to a ridge high u• 
above us to the eo»1th. Upon gaining the top I hoped to be able 
to eight the Tin shed which is reported to be on the banks of 
t h e Strickland river. However even though I could see the 
oppoei te bank for a distance of 6 miles in either direction 
with t he aid of binoculars Iwas unable to eight it. So I 
returned to camp at 1815 hre . 

Walking time 3. 15 

Slept Strickland Gor ge camp 13. 

Friday 15th December 1967 
Heavy eBrly morning fog lifted at 0920 , so with r VanLieshou 
a constable, interpreter, and two local guides we eet out to 
find a route down to t he river and to locate the house Cuppa . 

,/e descended 1800 feet through hot kunai grass to a point 
100 fe et above t'ie river, here we rested in a creek in the 
shade for ten minutes •• le then head ed south on the right bank 
100 feet E.bove the water for about one a.'l.d a half miles. 

It ie poAeible to build a track along this route but 
extreme difficul ti.ea would be meet. It was extremely hot in the 5 ' hi eh kunai so we rested. 
From this ooint iNe could flee another 4-5 miles but still could 
not sieh t tne house Cuppa. AlEio with my observations of yestet 
d.ay it was decided to return, as 1 t would be futi le and unwise 
to 'CJntinue in au ch condi tione. So returned to creek at 1200 
hrs. itested till1300 when Native members of s;roup r eturned 

to CQI"!', < r Vanl i eehout WH.f:l k .. en to c1 iJT'b to my observation point 
of yesterday, bnt T knnwin~ whRt it envo1ve~ electerl. to walk 
U"l the cre"!k •m m--t him nn )lie return. 1leme" him at 1650 ,, 
and eeted t11] 1730, Ylh .. llCI" W"' return,.<1 to CeJ11]1 at 1R10 hrs. ! 

JRturday 16th I ·e emn,..,. 1. 67 

:AH! t.<:> l. r !o.nT.-\.• s ho11 a r,<:> il tlon we sr•ent th"' nay in camp 
T'l'fff; 1•e ( 01~ n'!lw !' t.ro1 e .. ar. 

13. 



Diary contd. 

Sunday 17th De cember 1967 

0655 Moved off hoping to arrive at GAUGUTIAN before the cloud 
cover rose. 
After climbing st,.eply we s ighted Gaugutian and after an 
other hours wa:·- } arrived at 0855 . 
The track had been cleared for one mile before the rest 
House and fire wood cut . Approximately 400 people were 
seated waiting for us . 

Census was carried out 'i:n-tl'le-af'liel!'l'leen immediately 
so people would not be held up. 415 people were s ighted. 

House of Assembly talk given afterwards and balancing 
of census forms completed the day. 

Walking time 2.00 '.!:rack time 2. 30 

Slept GAUGUTIAN Rest House camp 14. 

onday 18 th December 19 67 

07 30 Departed ris1.ne to top of di vi de t h en descending to 
01teapmin arri vine at 09 15 hrs • 

Paid carriers, stores returned. 

1O15 Patrol stood down . 

0000000 
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RECEPTION OF .PATROL: 

In all areas viai ted t h e patrol was received in a .friendly 
manner. It was obvious t hat some effort had been made to please 
us, in that , in ma'ly places tracks had been cleared grass cut 
and .fire wood gathered, 

POLITICAL SITUATI ON: 

At each Rest House viai ted dia cuaaion a l'e the f 'orth coming 
elections were held, These were l i saened to but no great enthusiasm 
was shown. Jt was expressed at one place that the ir member, vojed 
for at the 64 elections had not shown interest in them and had not 
viai ted them. It was explained that i f t hey wished to vote for 
the oandidate standing at Telefomin he would be closer and be able 
to assist them more readily. 

The attitude towards the Administration is a healthy one 
and the pepple realise that t h e Ki ap is there to aid and assist them. 

In the r eki n valley t h e Bap t is t Miaoion Ia very active. No 
complaints were received by t h e patrol concern ·ng this mission 
and it appears t hat the locale at t i tude towa r ds them is very sa tia factory . 

elatior, sh ip between ad j a cent groups and between valleye are very fri endl y , 

AGRI CULTURE : 

Befo r e 1,de pa trol lef I; Okaapmin it wa s wa rned that there 
was a shortaee of foo d in all areas , bu. especially in t h e Bak 
.nd 1Jiraen valley s. Thia was found to be correct. lJpon questi on ing 

l t was learned that this shortage w11s only temporary wh ilst new 
gardens were rip eni ng. 

ci ome european veg e table e are being grown by the na t i vea 
but do not play an impo r tant part in their di e t , be ing mainly 
sold t o europeane in th e area . 

Ther e is no possibility of cash cropping in thi.s area as no me.rke t t1 exist . 

LIV~STOCK : 

At thf' moment in tht Tekin valley tnere is a shortA e of ;>ie 
due to an earlier out t.reak of df'seaae. In the other valleys thoueh 
thr ei.tua.10 is not so servere, numerous pigs bejng A·~hted . 

REST HOUSES: 

Throu •h out the ar"'a the condi. ti on of est houses is v-. ry 
good . AlthougJ-1 some w .re a bi.t sa all t11ey ·1ere lwaya 1.n eood 
repair . 1')1,. "rf'laB suro1mdine; tl-1eee in all cases harl bel'ln cleared. 
of eraRa lll'ld it w:i,e evi.rll'lnt tha, 'me f'ffort J- d been "d"' to 
pres ent thesf' arl"aa in good "'-"P ir. 
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CARRIEtid: 

Carriers were easy to come by, inf act when word was sent out 
for forty carriers 120 presented them selves. 

42 were hired and pa5 d at the rate nf 22 cents per day 
plus rations . 

The majority of t h em though were :.ioor cairiers in that 
~~::, :~et~~~~' t~~~~~ can be seen f rom ~h e difference i n walking 

HEALTH: 

l7enerally the heal th of the peorile was very good . Except 
for the usaual cuts attended to cap:i:abtl.y by Iedical Orderly 
Kanternvnock. 

1/hile at DA.bura the Luluia asked if they could have another 
Doctor Boy to man me aid posi; there as they now had to go to the 
mission for attention. Tt was later found on t'eturning to the sti>.t
ion that he was on leave and due to the shortage of ,)oater Boys 
it was 11ot possible to provide one unt i l hi s retur11. 

EDUCATTON: 

The onJ y educational f Rci l i ties i n this area A.re provided 
by the Baptist ission. 1'his is a rioint of cJ.is• appointment 
amongst the mwmbers of the R.P&N.G.C. statior ~1 at Oksapmin , 
fore their children are growing up illiterate . This means that 
when these childre'1 who come from famili es accustomed to a hi.eh 
standard of 11.vine attempt to obtAin employment the.Y wj 11 be 
unable! 

Three schools are run by i.ne mi ssion. One at Teki.n, tht> 
others at dimen an d also Da bura. Th c1 <1 chool at Dabura is quite 
laree al..lthough limited to 50 studen t s . The aee ofthes e is hien 
and many persons above the a e "" of 25 att en d . A111;hou~h eneli.sh 
is not taueht, pid...,i.n is ,,.na i of a e re a t beni.fi.t to t h "' peo ple. 

AJl of th ,. more cor-rnonly u ed tracks a re in s oo d order 
t h C}llf:h t e'l.O to be come " l i . t tle muddy aft er r A.i n . Cn many areas 
l ocal s had cle A. ed th e track 1 t'! 'lili ne i n to t h e l"est h ouse area. 
Less 11 9,. rl t acir s, ee tge r0arl to tne oi l eep f rom Bi men wer,. 
a lt ttl t, overerown d n ee •l "l ti to be clea-re rl ah ead of t h e :>at ro l . 

, h,. mo tor bik ,. t r a ck from keapmi n t.o Tek l n &1 1.ow or 
ea 9y trave l Li z . 

.;u rveying of th!! track to eka pre f'! n ~ "lu Httl ,. troubl e. 
•i t'L t he a i. d of t 1,. ,,arrl ,.,. 9.l'C tl .- loca1 people to cut ah .., a.<1 
of vs rA.fli il .1rne ,. s was ml:l.de. 

~'h '" t r a ck 1.s o mi.lea n 11" Leill n. n.nd s di v idl"d int > ti ve 
s ect i on e ba eed nr1 111'1.e' own e r hi of 1.h l" 1 and • ..,;P.c1' &.~ ne w· fl ea.:: 
" r to h l" lp e.na w .. r .,, ful L of confidenc e t h .t 'n""Y wo 11i. he cap1thl e 
of working •h,. r oad . Tr e aum of 500 dollar tae ,e e t1 Al10te,1 
its col1l eneati n fr tr,,,ir wor.c Ln wo,.kin_ tre ro d . It ·nae cl ar1 . 
,.xrJ ine Lo tb,. n ttv .. s t t t e An inte i.r. tJ n was not h11ylne 

th .. ro 1 or tr,. lw1d it ~roe .. d but ,. .. 1.' ay n t 'I 8 so 
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compensa tion f or .;h e t ime they s pent in working the road. 
'rh.ey fully understand that t he road is theirs and that it is 
of benifi t to them t o k eep i t in good repair. 

1rhi.s road from Tekin passes th ough Aranim, Tomiana, 
Divana to ~'eka. On t'1e r eturn of the patrol it was learned 
t h~t the sect ion from Teka to Tomiana was completed and th&.t th'e 
other secti ons had very little l eft to do . This surely demon 
strat es the eagerness of these p eople to own a road. 

was tha~~ilr~~c~~~a s~~t~~~ ~~rf~~fa.:;~ ~~r~~~ke d '-l t by the patro1 w 
The aim here · was not to survey a track but only to 

detirmine o sui ta le route for it, 

POSSit!LE ROUTE FOR TRACK TO STRTCKLAND GORG~ ; 

Prom Teka t o Dabura no difficulties should be found if 
the track paeaeFJ through the Bak gap into the Bak valley and 
then r1 ead directly towards Dabura, descending at 1 0~ and keepine 
to the s ide of the divide, From Dabura it could follow the foot 
track to the Bamu River, Here tw o posaibili ties exist . Firstly 
it was thoueht to run the track through the se cond Bak ea p . 
iiowever the locals insis ted that this was not possible as the 
Gap is of solid limestone and would be impossible to work . Instee 
they suegested that i t p:;,.ss over the 1md of th ~· valley t'lwa rds 
l)ubana . It was agreed tha• .;his route would be inPpected first 
and that we would return via t he gap to appraise that route. 
No difficulty would be found in following t he ':1alking track to 
the ridge of the valley . However it desc ends steeply over the 
ridee, but this stil 1 could be over come. The track could then 
Pasily be l'Ul1 to Dubana over undulating kur1ai elopes . From here 
to our camp 13 no troltble would b,. found as it is nearly f lat 
terrain passine thro11gh lieht timbered growth. To get t he t rack 
down to the Strick land River would would also he easy if zig- zag 
down the slope . On ce at the Riv e r i t would have to run parallel 
to it about 100 feet abov" it , until reachi ne the crossing si. te, 

At t hi s po int t he pat oJ was nearly out of rice and as no 
l ocal foo n was available, dut" to t he fact no people live in this 
a re!l it w>1s forct'! d t o h"' a n for Gaueuti an , therefor,. una.bleto 
i :i}spect t he alternat e rou t e. 

lt!· ue• no s t r uct1 onaJ diff tcul ti es wou l d be experiencerl 
two 9 r ohlems are p?,ramo1m t . Th ey are labour an d money. 

• i r Atly n o people li ve tn nl ose pr oxi mi ty t o the route 
on ce it hl'ls l eft th e li Ak vall '"-Y· 'N1 ,. r e fo re tb•re ls n o persona 
to wor k th e r o11a . 

tlecondal1y t1. e amolln t ot mon ey s pent would not warrent 
the! en d resul t . As l t would on ly oe u>i able to motor bikes , the 
t ra1fi c t t wo il carr y would be n "el i gi bl e, I f some ecconomi.c 
ga ·n wns to be ach .. ived it oulrl b ~ a di f l'ren u mattl'r. 

Anotl'> e r r o11t 11 ue~ 11 s t ,.d • nl'e nt'! d is f r om Oke arimin cros r 
Lh e Okiia[lm1 n t<a gu t.lan cl· v i de , down the Gaugut i an va l l ey t o t he 
.:>t r ir.k· a1d and th " ' a h " fore alone tne river. This r oute is 
l l" ss tt>111 half that lf t e o+ri,.r and also conn •nt e a pop1il ati on 
of ove r 4 O to tfi• atrol i:'C'st. 

r,. ';ric.cl 110 1 v,.r t thl" 101 nt of ·rn s1 nJ i :'! 40 y a 
n Vi dtb !lo suit bl• s dis pr .,sent , but h ok 1!'1 li'!!es+r.n "' 
e f!V i lah' t" to ht" ua .. ll e gr v .. l. 
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OIL SEEP ; 

A f urth er aim of t h e pa t r ol w1<e to visi t the oil seep 
area sout h of Bimen . rhis was proposed i.n or der to obt a in s amples 
and build a 1 elico •te r pad , s o a geol ogist, if intere s ted , can fly 
jn ancJ inspect the seep. 

If thi.s di a ac cur i t woul d provide a s cour c e of i n come to 
thesf'l people who other wi s e have a very limit ed economy. They do 
however use thi s oi.l as a means of t r ade, t radi ne it v ' ~h other 
.~roupe , r eceiving a s much ad a metal axe f or 1 pint o f ~he liqui d, 
l'he oi 1 is valued s o much becaus e when r ubbe d on t h e skin infec t ior 
and wounds of thei r pig r apid ealing occur s . 

{eported in previuos Patro l .deports , namely, tli oee of 
A. I, a r ks , 1963/4 and 1.Lancaet er , 196 4/ 5, s ome reluctance t o allow 
t h e pa+.rol t lJ vi s ;. t the sit e ws s demon s t r a t ed by t h e n ati ves . 

~xcept for the i n cident mentioned i n the diary of 5th De c , 
no suc:h a t ti +.ude was present and even our carrie r s were :--.:rmi t ted 
to view the si te . 

Th e poe1 tion of th e oil i s ma1'.'ked on t h e map . A bush hous e 
is on the left bank of the r i ver R,'.l!J rox , 1 mi le f rom "th e Strick 
land river. Behind this is a small reenterant , 200 feet up this 
is t he OJ.l ef'ep. rt c.ons i 6 ts of a rock in front of which is a 
po ol J feet in diame t '!lr and 6 i nch es deep . Thie i s fe e d from a 
cr<:Lck in the ro ck f r om which a 11Jixture of oi l and 111 a ter flow!'!. 

Samples of oll and suroundjng rock were taken and will be 
forwruded by J, r VanLies hout . Samples were als o t aken by r P , 
Lan cA.ster in 1 %4 an cl forw •1'.'ded , it would• be of i nteres t t o kn ow 
if any action at all was taken . 

HELICO.t'TER PA1l: 

'rhis was constructed R.t A .[loint 100 yards 119 stream from 
the oi 1 seep . It i. s situ&. ten R.t apoi11t were t he r i.eht h9.l'ld banl< 
::i rojectA into thP. river , •I u s Allowin~ for wide strAight '3ppros ch 111 

Rock w'is used i n the conAtruction whi ch is rP 1 sed 18 inches 
abo·1,. vrrn .1111 "v'" l . 'l'h e de ck i fl of Arr1H l 1 white stones wi. th an :hd 
1nJAjd cross of blacJt sto11"""'· 

'Ph"' .">il 1e t':? ' by 211 ' • 

. Ti'\, T')NH : 

'l'hi e .,,; ssi 11 has ,.d ; n th .. " "kin vaJ ley has S!Jl'.'l'!EHl i t1:1 
in lu,.nr,e lr1to 11 ar ,.es . 'l'hir< w119 "Vident by th,. la".'.;"' n11mherf' 
ette'lrljn~ ch11t"c!' on 1;111n1h~Y '" Al o th,. '"Yi Btt'!nr.,. of '"is<;iion Arhool!'! 

1 t'1,. Jooloin~ of ..-eev1 ... r <'l in i cs b~, ri ,rei.11ed 91 t"'r he.ve helpr,d 
ir• r.onso] i.dati'le th"t · 1nfl ' "'r"'" amo11es1. hf" r>eople. 

o .r l s ct .,. flt pr,. .- n t e tt em11tin~ t.., 
pee .1 .... 
t. ..... j h .. 1 t n1,f< 'l , hut no th I n0 w11.e Bl"•!on 

l''" an 'lO <'Om. l int;s 1·ecelverl fro'.11 111,. P"O 111' . 
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'Pheir second mi.salon is in the Oksapmin valley and has a 
very smal.J follov1ing. Very li.ttle i s heard of t heir actions as 
they do not have much influen ce over the people. Upon returnine 
from patrol a local Luluia expressed the wish that they woulcl 
like this mission removed as they were unpopular and placed to 
many restrictions upon their ways of living . He was told that 
thiril was something for them to take care of themselves, 

A third branch of t hi s missi.on was in the Gaugutian 
valley but wa s removed by the locals . 

LABOUR: 

20 U Oksapmins earlier thi s year were r ecruijed to go to 
Buka in the Bougainville District . Except for working as 
station labour no other means is open for these p O'l le to eflrn 
money. The men are very eager to work as labourers and many 
requests wh ile on pai; rol were received . These had to be refused 
as no fu11ds exist to pay them. 

Through out the district it i. s "8.Ry to recognise men who 
hA.ve returned from Buka , as t hey are not only physically i mproved 
but their whole attitude towards life and work is heal t hi.er. 

C.f!,"'NSUS : 

Ini tiA.l census was taken"Wodlam for both Wodiam and 
MAS.AN GANA?>' "11 nes". 

Aleo revision of census was carried out DUBANA ard 
GAUGUTIAN. 

I was i nstructed both in the method of taking census and 
the method of compi line census figure!l . 

These figure s are attached to L. r VanLieshout ' s report, 

0000000 



REJ:'ORT ON POLICE ACCOill l:'ANYIUG .PATROL : 

Const, O' BRISD•l. Capable and effltcient. 

Const. fARI. Young and very quite, appears to lack 
!;tllconfidence. 

Const. BINAE. Very capable and a llwaye a bright face . 

Const. MANDAKIE . Old but still a very good Constable . 

0000000 
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3ub District Cffice, 

Telc.ror in, 
West Sc ik Diatr·i rt. 

Dear r 'lan"' ie£fr1out, 
P1 eriEe be -nrc":"~red to lead :i ""Dtrf'l ,.. , .. o.,. Cl::::a~cin , de1:1~rtin,.. 

o ~-'<? "'>C1tJ 1-·ovc '·er ... n .... ". -..,,.. t·ill 1Je ... cc<: · ·,, ,. C: ••• r ir l' 1
,'" }··tre 

nt 1r.lice to "tr;. .. ;u:r• i~ --n, frV' 11.f fl- ... ;!ir ,1..,,. l·r ._'. ..c ~ .,,,_<"'t, 

·•1c· '1 · · Jlc t ftandinr Inct.·uc•'or.c. I ;refer 0u r'l.r ·ci.larl:• 

tc cb · c , ..... , "',r 7. 

E ' C"'; 

~" < 1 1 r (Th'KA) 

(the minor '!lW works proo:ram project 1967 ) -ive the local peo~le a~ ci ·er notice 
as poesi1Jle and 1 ""tcr pegr.in 1· tr.e true "".,•.re th en c0r• ' r. < .·.. .1. c. · "' · r 
(AT IENG of KUSA'lA ia a auitablc OE'E Eoi l'hel' i:;ho\'n ' ~t to clc) . 

2 . 
!nV"",....1.i l"t(; t'r(1 rerort Oti: thF r;1 rrPV -\r· i} if ...... "'rr"" f;C'Uq Cf l=' ir.in . 

Col f'Ot ~ 0 r lC'c a11d prepare he1 <'cortcr rad ir the vic:in1 ty • 0 f'J J ('\ fer easy 
::i.cess by a g eologist if necessary. Yo < atrol reports will show tvn reoorts in 
1';i63/4 1961</5 by l.r . Earks and Lr. r . Ta C3.Ster to this arc~ . 

T •e local people are _,,rimi ive so exerc P. l !"eceosa..,.... ~ec'.lntiono 
\as ; n the natrol you accompanieo to the est hi n in restrict ~ 

3 . 
'i'roceed to the Strickland area . 

10-- +e n r.:'.>u+ 

MK 
'fl c,.. 'rir 

• t 

U'!",on arrivi 
1 

L. ,._, .. r. 
he i;orge . Asses the .iidth nu calculate the amount of Gt eel cnolc that will 

•e required f'or the job . Also ~sseGs the availabli:ity oi:, and ta~e S<lm le3 of rave. 

and sand for concrete nutkin . 

full renort of the site will \Je required to allo / the arm;v to consider 
their -.10.,,ks '1rovra~ ln e'ouary, 1c;.60 . \n icitJressive docu01cnt 11it ~hoto ra..,hs 
will do ir.ore to,.~1 is - .t in us a fl.yin fox, th n breif :i.ninte:·estin document. 

:arry C'Ut census t·evision in anv roun :i.n the e i'I ak division toot 

ce"lsurcd by the l-atrol o. /67- • 

5 . ompile a accur:it~ man of the division as theru is none at present in 

existence . 



6. 

•i Ati••dt t•t~S 
fol r W" r., 

do not fe"' th · C>U a1 l rrv. 

Yt:>'l, '\6 eatl r r>f th 
as well aG the rest of tl e trol. 
ossible, par• cu111~1y n rel tio. 

and 1~velon.,,ent of a -~od w r 'l.b'e 

det 

You are - I' a" 
to encu rovis:.or:, rnnppin , 1 nt o sec 1ritv, 

ttit110P t • '"" or "Uv peo e...,. .. 

1our report w 11 h" AXnected at eleford.n fou:teen davs ft r 

your retitrn to Cksapmin. 

I •i h V')\l a suceessf A+"r"ol • 

. o. 

I I 



TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

PATROL REPORT 

District of.. ..... .i:v'.Ei~ .~ .. ~Ei:i?.~11:... .... .. .. . Report No ... Clll:.~'1VD1~.I1 ,I'I() ~ .. ):::??(~.?~ ... 

Patrol Conducted by .. :M.r..~ ... c.~.'/.o_l!t .~c.s.J1°1l~1 .. 9.1!cl..E!1; .. P.!!:1;l.'.O.~ ... C>f.1:~C.Ei1:'.1 .. C>~~~ .. 

Area Patrolled .......... . Okt.ap.min .. Lo.c.al. .. and .. .Diap .. lli.v:er .. area . .. .. 

P trnl Ace mpanied by Europeans .. M.r. .~ ... ~.~.lill.~.c.11.~!l~.S.l ... q. ~.P..~.C> .~ 
I+ Members R.P.N.G.C. 

Natives .... . 2 .. lnter.pr.at.ars.,. .. ~2 ... Carriers. 

Duration-From ?9 .. .; .1.~ . . /19.~.7 .. to .. 1 .. 8 .; . .1.~ .. / 19 .. ~.7 • 

Number of Days .... 
20 

Din Medic::! Assistant Ace mpany ?..~.C>.~ .. Ai.cl:'.'.PC>.S.1; .. CJJ:'.cl(l.r.~Y. .. only. 

Last Patrol co Area by-District Services ...... ./ .. 6. .. / 19 .. 6.? .. 
Medical .... ./. .. 6 .. / 19 .. ~? . 

Map Reference.Y'.~.~. ~. :fl()~1.I1.s.on. .. '. ~ ... D1:9-.P. .. ~t\.t.'.l'.°.~ ... N.? .. }~66.f.6.? .~ . Observations. 

~~& cta?Jlai~~i0·iµ·b?faf~1f !l~.e!·/~!~·rrt~~···fiit~~~~·· ·f~·~UE!~~·9.l.~··iind a 
motor- bike track to the Strickland Rv. & a flying fox site across it; 
ca1•r;t · '6ut "<Yens·us·" :Niv'is 'ron: ··ana·· ·genl!fiiI"aaininist:ra'·!.ve"'ma:tte'fii'~ ............ .. 

Director of District Administration, 

PORT MORESBY. 

Forwarded, pleasej 

!") -A. ,- .. c~~?.. c~,-6:..'!':'/.~~ ............ .. 
District Com1.~1ssioner 

Amount Paid for \'i/ar Damage ompensation L 

Amount Paid from D.N.E. Trust Fund 

Amount paid from P.E.D.P. Trust Fund 



TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA. 

District Commissioner, 
f en Sepik Dia~riot, 
v 

Ref: 67-16-29 

Dept. of · District Administration, 
~' PAPUA , 

7t h rah , 19 51 . 

PATROL NO. J op 1Q6'ZIM 

I acknowledge with thanks re r; e i pt of:-

• Patrol Report No. ) of 1967/ 68 

covering patrol by. .. g. f .... .;Lie aUut, .t;o . ~ ~ 

Looal Nl4 Bl&}) ver area tor the purpose or road 
ia...t~. 

• Delete as necessary. 



TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

Dear Mr VanLieshout, 

Department of District Administration. 

Sub District Office, 
TelefomiD, 
Wc•t Sepik DiBtriot. 

27th November 1967. 

AK DIVISIOB. 

Pleae• be prepared to lead a patrol from Ok•a]illli.n, 
departing on the 29th November 1967. You will be aooeapanied by o.P.O. 
Mr Rio. Hutching• and Polioe to be ohoeen by you from the Okeaiain 
detallhment. In gener!U oonduot, you patrol in acoorda"loe with Depart 
mental Standing Instruotion11. I refer you partioularly to chapters 
1,5,6,&:7. 

THE OBJECTS OF THE P.A.TROL; 

1. 
Survey and peg the motor cycle trao:k from Tekin M1Hion to Telmin 

(TliKA) (the Minor Ilea Works program project 1967) Give the loo&l. P••Pl• 
as much notioe u poHible and after pegging the traolc han thea oo-••• 
work under supervision, (AT IENG of KUSANA is a suitable BoH '!oi when 
shown what to do ) • 

2. 
Investigate and repor t on the oil seep in the DI.A.P Rv area south 

of Bimin. Collect samples and prepare a heleoopter pad in the rtoin1t7 
to allow for easy aooe1111 by a geolo~iet if necessary. Yov.r patnl nperta 
will show two reports in 1963/4 19o4/5 by Mr A.Marke and Mr P.Ianouter 
to this area. 

The local people are primitive so exercise all nece111ary preoutione 
(as in the patrol you aooompanied to the Weet Mi8llll1n reetrioted area). 

3. 
Proceed t o the StrioklandGorge area. En route attempt tt leoate a 

route down from the eastern end of the BAK Valley in·to the Striolcland go 
area. From the air the left or n orthern side high above the r1 ver ad 
ough an area of primary f orest looks t he beet. Spend sufficient time to 
clear a traok down on the proponed rou1t if you oan find one. 

Upon arrirtng at the gorge bottum examine poesible sites for a 
Flying Fox over the gorge. A11Bes1 the width and calculate the .. ount of 
steel cable that will be r equired for ~he job. Al•o aaeeH the ava1lab11 
i ty of, and take 11amples of gravel and 11and for oonorete aalcing. 

A fUll report of the ei te will be required to allow the army to 
consider their works program in Febuary, 1968. .ln impressive document 
with photographt1 will do more towards gett i ng us a flying Fox, than a 
breif uninteresting document . 

Carry out q,ensus revision in a:ny group in the Tekin/Bak di vision 
not oeneuted by the Patrol No. 2/67-8. 

s. 
Compile an acourate map of the division a s there is none at preaent 

in e:sistenoe. 



• TERRITORY OF PAPUA AND NEW GUINEA 

r.1e,,ram, ........ . 
Our Re/cnmct .... 
/fro//~.,k/0< 

Depar tment of D istrid Administration . 

Mr ..... 

oond't, 

6. 
A:D.y O'ther 11&tters you feel re)lll'.t.re a t tenUon. 

It is Htilla'ted 'that 'this patrol should ·~ak:e t our weeks, however 
do not .feel 'that you have to hurry. 

You, u lea4er o.f' th' Patrol will be re•poD•ible tor 70\U' Ca4e1; 
u well u the rHi; of 'th• Patrol. You are to 1in hill u Kuch 'trainillg 
u P•Hillle, parU..i&rly 111 relation to ocu1ua :reTi.sien, 11app1Jli, 
Pa'trol HOU:rU;y, ad 4enlopment o.r a 1ood wo:z:kable attitude toward.• 
p:riJli ti" , .. ,1 ... 

Yeur :report will be expeoted at Tel etoain fourteen days atte:r 
your re-tum to Olteapmin. 

I wish you a suooe11s.f'ul Patrol. 

C. G. Sanders on . 

A.D.C . 



Pe_trol Number 

Patrol Conducted by 

Area Pa trolled 

Patrol Accompanied by 

Duration of Patrol 

Last Patrol to Area 

D.D.A. 

P.H.D. 

Objects of Patrol 

Map References 

Oksapmin Patrol Pr:ist 

Telefomin Sub-District 

West Sepik District 

Oksapn::.in No. 3-67/68 

C.Van Lieshout, Cadet Patrol Officer. 

Oksapmin Local and Diap Rv. area 

R.Hutchings, C.P.O. 

4 Members R.P.&.N.G.C. 

1 Aid-post medical orderly · 

2 Interp •eters 

42 Carriers. 

20 Days - 29/11/67 to 18/12/67 

1 JunelJuly 19, ' - 15' Days. 

With above D.D.A. Patrol. 

1 Survey and peg a road trom Tek1n 

to Teka. 

1 Report on oil near the Diap River 

1 Find a route for a motor-bike road 

to the Strickland Rv., and a site 

for a flying fox across it. 

Census revision where necessary 

General Administration. 

a Oksapmin Patrol Map No . 3-66/67. 

0000000 



Patrol Diary Oksamnin Patrol No. 3-67/68 

29th November 1967 

<Oth November 1967 

1st December 1967 

2nd December 1967 

3rd December 1967 

l+th December 1967 

0745hrs standing firing · orders given to Police 
and Mr. Hutchings C.P.O. Carriers assembled and 
departed Oksapmin Patrol Post 0805 hrs. Climbed 
steeply to the top of the ridge at the back of 
the Station and then followed the motor-bike 
track to the rest-house at Tekin arriving 091+5. 
Liased with the people at the Mission. Purchased 
fresh foods from the local people, and in P..M. 
commenced surveying and pegging the road. Worked 
until 1700 hrs completing approximately one mile 
of the track. Fresh foods issued. IJ;ept Takin 
r esthouse Camp No. 1. Walking time (actual) 1.lt-0 
track time 2.20. 

Broke camp and sent police & carriers off to 
establish camp at Tomiana. Surveying & pegging 
the road arrived at Tomiana at 1315hrs.- Rain 
commenced shortly after our arrival so work on 
road ceased. Had very productive discussions 
with three luluais & four tul-tuls on the House 
of Assembly Elections, gardening methods, roads 
and t he introduction of fish. Fresh roods 
purchased. Slept Tomiana resthouse Camp No.2. 
Walking time o. 50. Track time 5.15. 

Broke camp and sent Constable Obriaim on ahead 
with the carriers to establish camp at Divanr. 
0730 hrs commenced surveying and pegging the 
road . 1020 to 1030 rested, then worked through 
until 1 51+5hrs when it was de~ided to finish tor 
the day, Proceeded on to Divana a-rriving 1600hrs 
Purchased small quantity of fresh foods. Gave 
House of Assembly Election talk, Slept Divana 
resthouse Camp No. 3 
Walking time 1.35 Track time 8.20. 

Broke camp and sent the carriers on ahead to 
establish camp at Teka. 071+5 Mr. Hutchings and 
myself walked most of t he way to Teka on a 
preliminary survey of t he route. Returned to 
where we left off yesterday and commenced 
surveying the road. At 1425'hrs came to the end 
of Divana ground, as the workline from Teka 
had not a rrived it was necessary to cease work. 
Proceeded to Teka arriving 1435. Purchased 
quantity of fresh foods. Rations issued, slept 
Teka resthouse Camp No.4. 
Walking time O.lto Track time 6 . 50 , 

Sunday. With local people and all the carriers 
returned to where we left off yesterday and 
commenced surveying and pegi;ing th• track. 
Arrived back at Teka 0920hrs. Purchased fresh 
foods . House of Assembly Election talk given 
slept Teka Camp No.I+ 
Walking time 0.10 Track time 1.25. 

Broke camp and departed Teka at o655 hrs 
ascending to the Bak Gap . Moved through and 
descended to Kweptana arriving 071+5 hrs. Met by 
large group of local people . Minor discussions 
and moved on 0805. Crossed two minor ridges to 
arrive at the Bak river 0832hrs. Ascended fairly 



5th De~ember 1967 

6 t h December 1967 

7th December 1967 

steadily and then very steeply to arrive at 
the t op of the Bak I Tekin No.2 Divide 094<>. 
Crossed the top and rested from 0945 to 1010 
when steep descent to Woba ck. was commenced 
arriving 1100 and Bimen resthouse at 1115hrs 
No local people there t o meet the Patrol 
however after twenty minutes they commenced 
to arrive. It appears the Pa t rol was not 
expected until tomorrow. Met and talked to 
local leaders . Hired ten men to return to Tekin 
and collect 3 X 112 lbs rice as supplies for 
the journey to the Strickland Rv, Lulllai Arok 
advised of the Patrols intentions to visit the 
oil seep and he was requested to gUide the Patrol 
t the area. Some fresh foods purchased. Slept 
Bimen resthouse Camp No. 5 
Walking time 3d5 Track time 6.20. 

.. eavy rain during the night. Luluai Arok advised 
impossi ble to cross the Tekin No. 2 river 
however a Constable sent to check the depth 
f o;:nd it was easily fordable. Broke camp and 
departed Bimen 07357 all safely across the river 
by 0745 and immediately commenced steep ascent 
of the Range to the south-east of Bimen. 
Gained false crest at 0810 and this was followed 
in an easterly direction ascending steadily 
until 09o4 when the top of the Range vas reached 
Descended steeply until 0942 when a halt was 
called in a small clearing. Carriers regrouped 
and moved off at 1o45 still heading ea1t. At 
11 50 came to heavily overgrown log-strewn garden 
and it took thirty minutes to proceed 200 yards. 
Continuously descending arrived Diap Rv. at 1350 
r ested till 1445 when ws moved on arriving 
Wodiam hamlet at 1 51 O hrs. Camp set-up. Purchased 
some fresh foods with trade goods. Slept Wodiam 
Camp No. 6 Guards Posted • 
Walking time 5.47 Track time 8.05 

Broke camp and departed Wodiam at 0745 hrs., 
descending steadily and then very steeply to 
t he Di ap River 0850 hrs. the Diap was then 
followed downstream for 25 minutes when an old 
bush hut wa s reached. Left the Diap ascending 
a small steep gull y for f i ve minutes wllen the 
oil seep was re ... ched. Took sampl e and returned 
to the Diap sett i ng up camp on the Western bank 
high above water level. 
In P . M. commenced clearing a s i te for a heli-
copter pad . Slep t Diap River Camp No. 7 • 
Walking time 1. 30 Track time 2.00. Guards Posted. 

I'> 

Marked out site fo r heli-pad 22 1 X 26 1
• and 

supervi sed construc tion throughout the day. 
Appr oaches cleared and surrounding area cleared. 
Four men f r om Wodiam haml et arrived in P . M. and 
exchanged fresh f oods fo r trade goods. 
Slept Diap River Camp No. 7 Guards Posted. 

8th Decembe r 1967 Broke camp and departed at 071 5 ascendi ng the 
Diap River until 0745 when the Wes tern bank was 
ascended. As cended steeply until 0755 when the 
top of a r idge wa s r eached. Res ted and at 0812 
moved on arriving Wodiam hamlet and our previous 



9th December 1967 

1 Oth December 1967 

11th December 1967 

12th December 1967 

3. 

Camp No.6 at 0925 hrs. Set-up camp again as I. 
wanted to increase the contact with these people. 
Shortly after our arrival a large group of 
Masanganam People arrived bringing a pig tor sale 
and a large quantity of fresh foods tor trade. 
Fresh foods issued. Fire power demonstration 
given when the pig was shot. People impressed. 
Slept Wodiam Hamlet Camp No.8. 
Walking time 1.23 Track time 1. 55 

Broke camp, said farewell to the people who 
came to see us off, and departed a:b 0710 hrs. 
Ascending steadily arrived at the clearing used 
for a resting place on 5'th December, at 1003 hrs., 
rested until 1b1+5' when the Patrol moved on. Still 
ascending steadily arrived at the foot of the 
Range at 105'5' when drizzUng rain turned into an 
e;l!:tremely heavy downpour. Ascending steepl7 
a rrived at the top at 111 5' this was followed 
until 11 55 when an extremeh rapid descent was 
made to arrive back at the Bimen resthouse at 
1215'. Last carrier in at 1325'. Rice soaked during 
the downpour which continued all day. Slept Bimen 

~=~~~~s~~:i°U3·irack time 6.05' 

People assembled and House of Assembly Election 
talk given. Small quantity of fresh foods purch
ased. Rice from Tekin for our journey to the 
Strickland River area was damp due to bad 
storage, so that plus yesterdays rice which was 
soaked was spread out on a tent fly to dry. · 
Re-bagged in P.M. Rations issued. Luluai and 
two occ"'sional carriers paid for their services. 
Slept Bimen Camp No. 9 

Broke camp and departed for Dabura via Kuskusmin, 
leaving at 0720 hrs. Generally ascending until 
071+0 when some scattered huts were seen which 
constituted Kuskusmin. Continued ascending until 
0800 when the ascent of the "'ekin NO. 2 I Bak 
divide was commenced in earnest. At 0825' halted 
to take compass bearings of topographical features 

~~~t:~P~~f /~9~~s:~n oi~~ ~;s~~~t 0~a~i ~~~;need. 
Arrived at the Bak river 1030 hrs and at Dabura 
resthouse at 111 5'. Last carrier in at 131 5'. 
House of Assembl y Election talk given. Inspected 
aid-pos t , wards and accommodation. General 
discussions held. Purchased small quantity of 
fresh foods. Slept Dabura resthous e Camp No . 10 
Walking time 3.30 Track time 5'. 5' 

Broke camp and departed Dabura at 0755 hrs. 
Moving over broken ground (ascending & descending). 
Halted at 091 5 to judge the best poss i ble route 
for a motor-bik• track. Moved on 0920 and at 
092 5 passed the turn-off to the Gap. 1007 halted 
t "l construct a makeshift bridge over a swollen 
s t ream. Moved on 1025' and at 1055 came to the 
last camping place this side of the r idge. On the 
advice of the interpreters made camp here as 
it is reputed to be too far to reach Dubana today. 
Camp set-up. Rations s sued. Discussed route of 
ti:ack w"'..':' Mr . Hutchings & local people with the 

• Patrol. ,,. pass bearings taken of proml nent 
features. '51..•l"T C ;i11j> No. II 

Wl'lt.l<iM C. "f"iM~ .2 ·:SS""'fR1te-KliMi0 ~· f-..<' 



13th December 1967 

l+. 

Broke camp and departed at 0730 hrs., at skyline 
081+0 and top at 0857. Halted t o ·allow carriers to 
regroup. Moved on 0930 descending steeply until 
1000 hrs. then undulating walking and came put 
onto kunai grass slopes at 1030. Arrived Dubana 
r esthouse 1155 hrs . Met by local people. 
Census carried out with 1+5 people seen, and 21 
new mmies recorded. Medi cal orderly examined all. 
Some fresh foods purchased, these together with 
rations is sued. Slept :::>ubana resthouse Camp No. 
Walking time 3. 52 Track time 5.30 

14 th December 1967 Broke camp and departed at 0730 hrs and at 0930 
arrived at a campsite high above the Strickland 
river, overlooking the entire area. Camp set-up 
by 1350 hrs. 

1 5th December 1967 

16th December 1967 

17th December 1967 

Preliminar y observations of the area made .uid a 
possible route down to the river reconnoitred. 
Bltions i ssued. Slept camp No . 13 
Walki ng time 2.00 Track time 2.30 

Departure delayed until 0920l then Mr. Hutchings, 

!Y;~~~ t~~~~6fiw~o~ii~s lh:n St~;~~~~~e~i ~~. 
Descended approximately 1,aoott ·~hrough kuna1 
grass to reach a small creek 1 50 f't above the 
river at 101 o. Rested in the shade, then moved on 
following the river downstream. Proceeded tor lfO 
minutes when it was decided to turn back as 
nothing further was to be gained by proceeding as 

~=s~=~efr~~t~~~e~e!~ :~i~r~~~oa!r!! 3~ :~iA~d to 
ascend a high and steep r i dge from which it vas 
hoped we would be able to see the tin shed uaed 
for t he measuring of the waterf'low. Constable etc. 
permitted to return to camp. Mr. Hutchings stayed 
in the st.ream whilst I ascended tJie ridge. . 
Ascendec. .:i teeply through kunai covered razor sharp 
limestone country gaini ng the ridgetop at 1350 hrs 
after considerable difficulty. Top ot ridge only 

~~~e~~i~~r~~e~~~fy ~~h ft!~o te~:nv::i_a~~:e~ought 
from t he sun under a small ledge. Surveyed the 
countryside through power-full binoculars but the 
shed could not be s een. An eaormous area of' 
country spread out below - see appendix D for 
further comments on road . 1 530 hrs sought a means 
of descent and this was found with some difficulty. 
Arrived at the stream 1650 hrs and met Mr. Hutching1 
remained here till dusk r eturning to camp at 1810 
where I promptly vomited due t o a slight case of 
heat exhaustion. 
Rations issued slept Camp No. 13 

Feeling slightly ill due to yesterdays efforts 
and the marked changes climactically of kunai 
country. Day spent resting in camp. 
Rations issued slept Camp No. 13 

Broke camp and departed at 0650 hrs steadily 
ascemding until 071 5 when the ascent into the 
Gaweng Valley was commenced inearnest. Still 
feeling a bit weak was forced t o rest at 0735 
and 071+1. Top reached at 0752 . Gradual descent 
to bottom of a valley , and ascended to top of 
a low ridge aarriving 0821. Undulating country 
until the resthouse was reached at "855· Met by 
two very large groups of people who had received 
1 . .:>rd of our arrival today. Commenced census 



18th December 1967 

5. 
revision on the group known as Gaugutian giving 

.Mr. Hutchings instruction in census revision. 
Mr. Hutchings then revised the Gautugan Group. 
A total of 1+08 people were seen. Gave House· of 
Assembly Election Talk. Minor local discussio.1s. 
Rations issued slept Gaugutian resthouse Camp 12+ 
Walking Time 2.00 Track Time 3.10 

Broke camp and departed at 0722 hrs gradually 
ascending until 0742 when the ascent of the 

~~:e~~~o~~a87~7 :xi~~~~~:acd~s~~~f~~~~· ~! 
Oksapmin Valley. Steeply descended to reach the 
valley floor at 0835 and returned to the Office 
at 0910 hrs. Last carrier in at 1000. 
Walking Time 1.2+8 Track time 2.38. 

Patrol Stood Down. 

00000000000 

Note: Walking times recorded is the actual time spent by the author 
putting one foot in front of the other. 

Track times recorded is the t i me tA.ken by the slowest carrier. 

l~~ 
C.Var. Lieshout, 

Oadet Patrol Officer. 



6. 

I NTRODUCTION 

The Patrol visited the Tekin, Bak Bimen, Rugup and 
Gaweng Valleys, and also the Diap river and Strickland river areas. 

Patrol Post. T~~l Ti~;n o~~;;e~r;!s s;i~n:~ i~e t~~ ~~:t s~~t~k!~am;~st 
of Oksapmin. These valleys are uivided f ·cm one another by long and 
high limestone mountain ranges which generally run east and west. 
The valley floors consist of small undulating hills, cut by small 
streams flowing off the ranges. Vegetation consists of forests on 
the ranges, with patches of forest lands on the valley floors. 
Kunai grass, swamp and secondary growth iii the main vegetation 
cover on the valley floor. 

As stated on the covttrpiece of this report the Patrols 
objectives we~·e to survey and peg a motor-btke track to Teka at the 
end of the Tekin valley; to visit the oil-seep in the Diap river 
'rea; to find a route for a cotor-bike track to the Strickland Rv., 
an find a sight for a flying fox across it; census was to be 
revised :!.n all places :10t covered by Patrol No . 3-66/67; and any 
administrative matters within my capacity as Cadet Patrol Officer 
were to be taken care of. 

to this repo~~ i~~v!e~~j~~;;r:~ ~~i ~~~~s;~~n:;d e~~e~tPr~~ith! 
finding of a route to the Strickland river, and a flying fox site 
across:Z: the Strickland. This was due to a shortage of supplies to 
feed the carriers, necessitating a return to the Station. Although 
fresh foods were purchased whenever possible, at most times the 
people informed me that "food was short." 

This pa Lr. afford ed an excel lent opportunity to 
give talks on the 19bJ rlouse of Assembly Elections , and these 
were given to all of the groups visited. As Mr. W.N.Robinson's 
patrol No . 3-66/67 during June and July a lso gave talks on the 
House of J..ssembly Elections , the people <:hould now have a fairly 
good idea of wha t it is all about , especi ally since most groups 
participated in the 1961+ Elections. Althoug'l talks were given 
most groups showed little interest, only in the Tekin Valley -
the most sophisticated of all the groups vis ited was a lively 
interest shown. At Tomiana, in the Tekin valley , very productive 
and stimulating discussions were held in the r estho..is e , between 
three luluais and four tul-tuls from various places. These seven 
gentlemen questioned the author on a wide range of topics 
including t he cost of living in Australia. As is t o be expected 
they were astounded at the cost of an avera ge size block of land 
- which I pac ed out for them. 

The patrol w~s of great benefi t to me as it 
familiarised me with t he people , their problems, and the country. 

C. Van Lieshout , 
Cadet Patrol Officer. 



OBSERVATIONS AND COMMENTS 

RECEPTION OF PATROL 

(a) Tekin Valley : The Patrols rec2ption in the Tekin Valley was 
the most enthusiastic received anywhere. This val ley ha s r eceived 
the most contact with Europeans due to the Baptist Mission 
establishment at Sembati (Tekin) , and due t o t hei r own villingness 
to visit the Patrol Post seeking work, or just to see + a officer 
in charge and "talk shop . " Word had been sent well in advance of 
our int ention to survey and peg the road, anc.". this paid dividends 
as lar ge numbers of people turned up to assist. 

(b) Bak Valley : Reception here quit s good considering that we 
were not carrying out census . A largl.' number of people turned-up at 
Kweptana t o see the Patrol and it was regretted t hat the supply 
situation did not a llow us to spend the night here . This was 
explained to the assembled people and I assured t hem that a s econd 
patrol would definitely spend two or even three days there. This 
sa tisfied the people and they appear ed quite happp: about it. 
Approximatell t wenty five people turned up at Dabura and pre-election _ 
talks were gi ven . Reception was friendl y :uid some fresh food s were 
purchas ed . Medica l treatment was given to those requiring it . Their 
only 1(1lestion was "whe:i will the aid- post be staffed again. " It 
was explained t o them that the medical orderly was on leave , and 
t hat once all staff was back at Ok sapmin , an orderly would be 
posted there. 

(c) Rugup Valley : There were two groups in this valley, the 
Kusanbak people and the Dubana people. Only the Dubana group was 
seen the other having reputedly scattered to the four winds after 
the influenza outbreak in 1961+. It was reported that after a large 
number of deaths t he people remaining dec~.led to leave. Only two 
mig rated into t he Dubana line , the othe i•s reputedly went t o 
Gaugutian , Gautugan, Kunana , and various places in the Bak Valley. 
I believe approximately ten to twelve people still live in the area 
however thes e were not seen. As there are still 75 names in t he 
Kusanbak census book this leaves a large number of people unaccounted 
for . At the next census a determined effort should be made by the 
conducting Officer to determine where exactly these people have 
scattered t o . It is too large a task to search through census books 
comparing names . By careful questioning prj J r to census revision a 
fair proportion of these people should come to light. 

The Dubana people gave the patrol a quiet reception at t h e 
resthouse . It was cleaned :ind firewood was provided by them. 'I'he 
tul- tul was not there to meet us , it was reported that he had a 
large sore and did not feel like walking. Word was sent to Nankivin 
that he was to come and have his sore dressed. Sho"l't .1.y afterwards 
he arrived and made profuse apologies, he did have a bad ulcer on 
his back and this was treated , Census was revised and nineteen new 
names were recorded , We were assisted by them ln that two guides 
were provided to lead us to the Strickland river. These were 
suitably paid for their services . On t he whole a good .-eception and 
it is hoped that their attltucle towards patrols wHl ac least 
remain the same . 

(d) Gaweng Valley : The Patrol r eceived a quiet , but neverthelt~ss 
impressive r'!ception,as over four hundred people were sitting on 
the grass around the resthouse waiting for our a r rival. The persons 
assembled w'3re from the Gaugutian -..id Gautugan lines. The fact that 
they were all assembled was due to word od! o..ir a rrival being taken 
there by tl e Gaugutian and Gautugan carriers we had with us wel: in 
advance of our arrival. The strong leadership of tul-tuls Bakfondit 
(from Gaugutian) and Itarin from Gautugan was no doubt t he main 



8. 

::- '3ason for the people having assembled . These leaders wer e 
con;;r·.1tulated on t hei r excellent work , especial ly sinde recen t 
wor:c was evident on the roads which had been cut and cleared. 
Census was conducted without any fus s or problems. They did tend 
to disappear as soon as the medical orderly had examined them. 
Most of them showed l ittle i nterest in what our intent ions we r e 
after census was over . A pre-election calk was given t o j ust over 
half of th em as this was all that remained when we r eali sed that 
they were returning to their houses . The large number of chil dren 
and babies was surprising and t he h~alth of all of them was ver y 
good . 

(e) Diap River area : Luluai Arok of Bimen who was requested to 
ac company the Patrol to the Diap r iver showed only minor r eluctance 
to take the Patrol there 1. e. s11ying the river at Bimen was too 
flooded to cross, when it actually was easily fordable . Once he saw 
that we were determined to go he readily accompanied the Patrol and 
took us there not by t he route taken by Mr . P.J , Lancas ter ( Patrol 
No. 8 of 1963/64- )on his out going jour ney , but t h e r eputedly easier 
route on his return journey. Once we had J;ained Wodiam hamlet Mr. 
Lancasters incoming route was pointed out, and wi t h a ce:btain amount 
of glee I was informed that they had taken him over a bad r oad. By 
the loo!<: of the country this was undoubtedly the case . 

Although word of ou r intention to visit the oil had been 
sent ahead , when t'ie patrol came out of the bush into ga rden areas 
the wome11 working there commenced to run- away as fast a s they could 
go . Luluai Arok and two other Bimen man called out to t hem and they 
stopped , however they did not wish to come to us , wa iting until we 
had set-up camp and their men-folk had come to see us f irst. 

Towards late afternoon p9ople came straggling in t wo •s 
_!id three's into the camp and fresh foods were pu r chased from them 

u:oing salt and matches as the main items of trade. They raised no 
objection to our vi ewing the oil , and several of the younger men 
a ccompanied us down to it. 

No objections were raised when t he carriers wlshed to 
view the oil, and this is in di r ect contrast to the first vis it 
when carriers were not permi t ted to see it. I believe t hat Mr. Lan
casters 1 visit and the fact that noth ing occurred to interrupt the 
flow of oil a fter his visit ha'l caused them to relax their 
restrictions somewhat, 

The building of the hP.licopter pad caused some concern 
but I gave them m:r assurance that if a helicopter did come that 
the men in it would only be looking at the place , and that it would 
be probable that myself or another Patrol Officer would accompany 
the helicopter and that we would ensure that nothing happened t o the 
oil . They were told what a helicopter looks like and that they wer e 
not to be afraid of it . They were a sked to come down to the oil as 
quickly as possible if a helicopter did come so that they could see 
it , and help the men who came to look at the oil. They agreed to deb 
this, however it is doubtful that they '11 remember i f and when they 
do see a helicopter. 

Several men visited the patrol while it was camped near the 
oil and they brought fresh foods to us to trade. This i s a defin1 te 
sign of their approval with the Patrols behaviour, which was one of 
respect for their wishes and frie11dl.;.ness to all who came to our 
camp. 

Upon our return to Wodilllll hamlet (half an hour upstream 
from the oi 1) we again pitched camp in order to increase contact, 
An hour after our arrival and the setting up of camp whooping and 
yelling was heard from the bush and shortly after a large number of 
men , women and children came running into camp singing and shoutlng. 
They ro.n around fo.1· a few minutes then looked at Mr . Hutchings and 
myself fo1 approval. A fuss :iaS made of them and a pig V.'hlch they 
had brought for sale was purchased with the sum of $4 in silver . _ 
An axe and a bush-kn fp was offered but they preferred money ._ No doubt 



they can trade oil for axes, as ma1,y of the men were seen to have 
steel axes in ·cheir· possession. 

A fairly large quantity of fresh foods were purchased 
agaj n using salt and matches as the main i terns of trade . Beads were 
asked for and any follow-up patrol should take a reasonable quantity, 

After all food transactions were completed the people from 
Masanganam and those from Wodiam requested to be censused. They were 
most enthusiastic in having their names taken, so initial census was 
conducted on both groups . See appendix "A" for fi gures. It was 
obvicus that they felt onc e the Government had their names that they 
would be patrolled more often . I feel that Officers should make an 

~;t~~ne t~ ~~!i;e~~!: ~~c~h~/=~~a~f ~~~!i~~=l ~:r;h~~:n awi~i~0 

Patrol appeared j_n good health and were extremely fri endly. It would 
be preferable for any follow -up Patrol to spend several days with 
each group. 

The people seen by Mr . Lancaster were called (according to 
Patrol Report No . 8 of 1963-64-) Bimin/Kapaimtim. Whether this i s the 
same group seen by me or another I Wl\S unable to ascertain . They 
were most adamant in that their names were WODIAM - the one house 
hamlet upstream from the oil; and MASANGANAM - the place roughly 
half an hour south wes t of camp No 6 & 8. Any subsequent patrol 
should be able to clear this up . 

There are no places t hat could honestly be described as 
villages in the exact sense of the word. Most places consist of 
scattered houses which can be up to one or two miles apart and are 
known collectively as Bimen or Dubana. At the most two or three huts 
are in fairly close proximity to one another . Hamlets is therefore 
a more cor rect term for the Oksapmin area in regards to housing. 

Houses are mostly of the same design i.e. 8ft wide by 
Bft . long and built of spli t lengths of wood and saplings for the 
walls with coroka branches f or roofing material . This is sometimes 
varied with a roof made oi thatching from kunai grass . Inside the 
walls are lined with bark in t!1e main with occasional places having 
pit-pit stalks inserted amongst the bar k . Roofs are overlapping on 
one side - the side from whi ch the heaviest r ains come, so that the 
centre ridg e permits smoke to escape and at the same tibme prevents 
rain to enter . 

The houses appear adequate fo r t hei r needs , and most sites 
for their houses a t first appear sadly lacking in a clean watersuppl)l 
however t his is usually found within a short distanc e from each house . 

Sani ta ti on however is sadly lacking - any convenient bus!l 
will suffi c e . Even in the Tekin valley this was found to be the case 
and at one particular place surveying '1f t he road was ceased due t o 
this. The persons responsible cleaned it up and the following day 
worl was completed. The fact that the persons responsible were 
somewhat embarras sed may lead t h em t o the constr uction of proper 
bush toi lets . It is hoped that this will be the case . Personal 
hygiene in some areas is unheard of and a; Dubana one lad of a bout 
fifteen was so indescribably filthy that he was asked to go and wash 
prior to being censused , Upon his retur n it was difficult to believe 
that he was the same person . 

VILLAGE OFF'ICIAL 
Luluais and Tul- tuls in the Tekin Valley are the most 

helpful and progressive of all those seen during this Patrol. 
Particularly Luluais Sinanok of Divana and Kasim of Tomiana . They 
have a lot of influence amongst their people and have the ability 
to get the people behind any pro.i ect such as the construction of the 
road. 

No recommendations for the appointment of Luluais or Tul
tuls were made for the Wodiam or M:i.sanganam peoples as subsequent 
Patrols will have a much better opportunity to single out the leaders_ 

and make recommendations accord~ nt, ly. 
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OUTLINE OF OLITICAL SITUATION 
Knowledge of t he world beyond Oks apmin is limi t ed t o 

Telefomin, Lake Kopiago and Wewak. Por t Moresby i s a vague far off 
place wher e t he Hous e of Assembly is known t o exi st. 

For most peopl e Oksapmin is t heir only contact wi t h 
anything beyond t heir own plac e . A large number of people are always 
walking into Oksapmin to see t he Stati on , and f r iends t hat they have 
made amongst the Police and i n t er pr e ters f r om Patrols . 

Knowl wdge of t he House of As sembl y is limited. The 1964 
El ections and the pr e- electiun talks given on Patrol No. 3-66/67 , 
and by myself on thi s Patrol i s t he onl y education they have had. 
Pamphlets and educa tional books t hat have been distr ibuted for the 
1968 El ections wer e of 11 t tle use to the people i n the "villages" 
a s very f ew can speak pidgin and even f ewer.I can read i t. All this 

:~e~~a~o~~~ ~~~ti~~~~e~e~~ !~~e~t~~i~~s i~t i~;e~~!~;~!~ln~oi~~~ 
"plac e- talk"t so t ha t l ocal peoP,le might gain s ome benefit. Materia l 
wa s a lso distri buted t o t he Miss ion in t he Tekin Valley and young 
men and childr en at school t he r e woul d have gained something from 
this. Wheth er they r e t ained enough t o trans l ate i t into their own 
place- talk i s doubtful. However t a lks given by Mr. Robins on and by 
myself should have given a fai r understanding of what it is all about. -

Pre-election t a lks during t he Election Patrol will have · 
more meaning to t hem , and t hey shoul d be more receptive , as talks -
given on s omething that is going t o occur i n a f ew months , means li ttl 
- e to them. I t is something to t hink abou t l a ter on . 

The attitude towards the Adminis tration is only fair. 
Unless it is~ a census patrol that i s coming around 
many people will not bother to vi sit the patrol when it i s a t their 
r est- house . Pa t rols that spend two or three days in the one place 
are visi t ed out of curiosity - t hey wonder what the Patrol isdoing. 
Thi s attitude is only in the Bak and Rugup Valleysl i .e . the Dubana 
and Da bura gr oups. The Tekin and Bimen valley peop e welcome patrols 
and large numbers normally turn- up . With further contact and some 
material assistance in t he way of seeds for introduc ed crops such as 
beans , carrots , t omatoes etc. this attitude shoul d impr ove. Seeds 
tha t have been distributed in t he past were welcomed and many 
requests were made for more seeds . '.l.'he sale of f r e sh vegetables is a 
small source of i ncome , and growers sometimes walk ten or eleven 
hours t o sell a few cabba ges a t the Stati on or at t he Missi on whi ch 
buys regularly t hree to four dollars worth per week for sale i n Wewak. 

The atti t ude towards the Mission at Tekin ( Bapt ists ) is 
e1:cellent due t o child and inf ant welfare clinic s conducted by t h em 
each month in t he vmllages, a nd due to an adul t li t eracy s ch eme t hat 
they hav e going in the Bak valley at Dabura. It was noted t ha t 
r eligious s ervices wer e alway s very well attended , and Sundays at 
Church was in fac t a social ga thering to meet friends and so fo t th . 

The i ntroducti on of s chooli ng at Tekin has greatly 
raised the Mission ln the eyes of t he people. The lack of a Govern
ment s chool at Oksapmin is a deflni te bone of contention. I will 
raise the matter of a svhool at Ok sapmin wi th t he Assis tant Di s trict 
Commissioner at Telefomin as soon as possible. 

Relations with adjacent groups i n t he pas t were 
precarious , however this has greatly improved wi t h co:ri t act w1 th 
Europeans and patrolling, and now much co-oper ation is evident . Thi s 
was noticeable in the construction of the road from Tekin to Teka as 
groups from the Bak Valley came over to assist with the work . The 
reasoning behind this was X - if we help them now, t hey will hel p us 
later on when the road comes into the Bak valley. It was most 
pleasing to hear this and i t is hoped that such co-operation will 
continue and extend into other fields. 

Aged and infirm persons are looked after by theil' children 
if they have any, and by friends . 
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AGRICULTURE 
Pri or to the Patrols departure luluais and tul-tuls were 

interviewed as to the foes si tua ti on and all replied that food was 
short. This was found to be the case, and the patrol relied in the 
main on rations - rice and meat, for its supplies. Fresh foods were 
purchased wherever possible to make the rati ons last as long as 
possible and it wa s still found necessary t o cut short the patrol. 

Introduced crops such as lettuce, cabbages and beans are 
grown in the Tekin valley and in minute quanti t ies in the Bak val ley. 
These are ma inly grown for sale a t the Miss ion and here at the 
Station. Some are eaten , though not many as most people do not have 
cooking r eceptacles, 

The basic di et is sweet potato, wi th taro as a variation 
European potatoes are gr own alid some eaten though not in large 
quanti ties a s they reputedly "lack flavour. 11 Potatoes mostly sold 
for ca~h . 

European vegetables are purchased blf the Mission at the 
rate of 5c per lb. and each week two or three cartons a r e back
l oaded t o Wewak for sale at the Mi ssion. 

Gardening Practise: The people plant one garden at a time, i . e. 
they clear an area of ground, plant a crop of sweet potato ana then 
spend their time weeding and cleaning until the crop is ready. 

They then commence clearing a second garden, planting it 
while consuming food from the first garden. When the food runs-out 
they forage in old gardens for food which may have been over-looked 
or grown again. This continues until their second garden is in 
production. 

It can be readil y seen that periods when food is short 
and in comparative plenty occur again and again . 

Upon close questioning they said that only long ago did 
they starve due to shortage of food. Nowadays they always manage to 
get some f rom somewhere. 

During the course of the Patrol not many gardens were 
seen to have crops in production. Most of those seen were either 
new or coming into producti on . 

An a gricultural assistant is urgently required to a dvise 
the people on ga rdening methods. He could grow plants at Oksapmin 
for di stribution to the people, advise on the constructi on of fishp 
ponds, and look afer t he stud boars when these arr.tve at Oksapmin. 
A pen for pig-breeding still has to be cons truc ted and this will be 
further followed up in correspondence with the Assis tant Dis tr~ ct 
Commissioner at Telefomin , and D,A.S . F . Wewak. 

Fish are r equired to stock the pond at Sembati in the 
Tekin Valley. The problem of transportation from Vanimo to Telefomin 
and then to Oksapmin has been the chi ef delay in this. It i s hoped 
that sometime in the future ponds will be constructed at Oksapmin 
for breeding and eventual distribution to the villages. Again the 
posting of an Agricultural Assistant to Oksapmin will be of great 
benefit in getting agricultural extension work under way. 

COMPLAINTS 
No complaints were made to the Patrol, and it still 

appears that they are settling any disputes without reference to 
the Officer-in-Charge at Oksapmin. It is hard to believe that they 
live amicably without any disputes at all, however as no cemplaints 
were made it appears that this is what they would like us to 
believe . 

CARRIERS 
When word was sent out for carriers it was stated that 

only forty were required. Upon the appointed day one hundred and 
ten men turned-up for employment . They were divided into their 
groups and a proportion were taken f rom each group which satisfied 
all concerned . Mr . Robinson in Patrol Report No , 3-66/67 stated 
that the people preferred to carry from place to place. This was 
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• the exact opposite to the requests made to myself as they all 
wanted to go on a long patrol . The longer out the better. It we.s 
thought preferab~.e to have a fixed line as the Patrol would be 
operating in primit ive t err itory ,and also in areas with little 
population . They are willing to carry over long di s tances , and 
always inform the police if the distance between poin ts A and B 
are too far apart to get there in one day. Normally they will 
carry for as far as the ore is willing to walk. 

• 

• 

• 

Morale was high t hroughout the patrol and the carrying 
done was of good standard with the line always fairly close. 

At all places visited the medical orderly accompanying 
gave whatever treatment necessary 1 and this consisted in t he main 
of cleaning sores, cuts, and the 1;reatment of those that had 
mal aria - few were brought to the notice of the patrol. Coughs and 
colds were fairly prevalent and medicine was dispensed where 
necessary. 

As already mentioned in the section dealing with villages 
hygiene and sanitation were of a poor standard. Some incredibly 
filthy people were seen, and it was painfully obvious that toilets 
were none-existent in some areas. They were advised to construct 
toilets for their own good , however only by constant repetition 
of this by following patrols will this penetrate. 

The aid-pos t at Dabura in the Bak Valley was inspected 
and found to be in good condition. The dispensary , wards , and 
11 ving quarters d>f the medical orderly were found to be quite 
sa t i sfac t ory. 

At present the aid-post is unmanned due to l eave 
casualties , as soon as the Station medical staff L back to full 
strength an orderly will be posted there • 

The Baptist Mission at Tekin has two European nurses on 
its staf f. Sister M. Tomkins is the sister in charge and she conducts 
child and maternal welfare clinics, an out-patients service, and has 
a few patients in a small ward. Those patients requiring expert 
care are forwarded to Wewak after consultation with Dr. Gobias by 
radio. 

EDUCATION 
The Baptist Mission started a pr~paratory class in 1967 

and intends to take this class again this year for :further prep . 
work . In 1969 it is hoped that a second European teacher wi ll be at 
Tekin and 1st class and a second prep. clas:: will the1. be commenced. 
It is hoped eventually to take children all the way through to sixth 
grade . 

In the present prep. class there are 37 students and 
these attend regularly • 

Adult 11 teracy classes are held by native pastors in the 
following v1llages : Kweptana and Dabura in the Bak Valley; at 
Bimen; and at Gaugutian in the Gaweng Valley . Mr. I.Flatters holds 
adult literacy classes at Telj:in whenever possible. All of these 
classes are well attended. Wkilst the Patrol was at Dabura one of 
these classes was il progress and there weremapproximately fifty 
students in the class, roughly twenty cf the adults. 

ROADS D BRIDGES 
Comments on the extension odl the road from Tekin t<i> Teka, 

and the projected extension to the Strickland river , and the flying 
fox site are fully covered in appendix "D" o.r this repc .·t . 

The existing motor-bike road from the Station to the 
Mission at Tekin is in fairly good condition . Maintenance work and 
improvements are necessary and this work is being carried out under 
a new scheme implemented upon my return from Patrol. It was suggested 
to the local leaders that half a day each week be devoted to the 
maintenance of roads , tracks, village housing, the construction of 
toilets etc •• This met with a favourn ble reception and already 
many improvements to the ro:id 3.re obvious. 

e ~ 



• 

• 

• 

13. 

There a r e two Missions operating in the Oksapmin area, 
these are the Baptist mission at Tekin , with its village churches 
and schools in the Tekin , Bak , Bimen , Gaweng, and Oksapmin valleys, 
and the Seventh Day Adventists mission in the Rugup valley, and at 
the end of the Oksapmin valley. 

The Baptist Mission is doing exc .:llent work in the way of 
child and maternal welfare clinics , and in the education of the people.
The adult literacy classes although manned by native personnell are 
doing some work in educating adults , This is naturally very slo'N and 
basic work, however it is a start. '.!.'he commencement of preparatory 
classes at Tekin is also a start in the educati on of the children. 
The Baptist mis sion has a lot of adherents and its influence is great. 

There is a permanent European staff of five adults. 
Mr. K. Bricknell is the missionar~' in charge and tends to the running 
of the mission and to religious matters. Mr . I .Flatters is in charge 
of the education programme - primary "T" school, and adult literacy 
classes , Mis s M.Tompkins is the sister in charge and she tends to 
infant and maternal welfare clinics , and the general health of the 
people , She conducts infant and maternal welfare clinics once a week 
at Tekin, and once a month at the following places :-Kweptana, Dabura, 
GaugutiaDIGautugan, and Bimen. 

The Seventh Day Adventists have only two small places under 
their control - Dubana in the Rugup valley, and Koboril in the Oksapmin
valley. Their influence is not great and reports of dissati sfaction 
with the rules of not ea ting meat have reached this office. People 
have said to me that they want the S.D.A ' s to go, but how prevalent 
this is in the places themselves is difficult to gauge . A neutral 
attitude has been maintained by myself, and the only advice given 
was that it is completely up to the people themselves whether they 
have them or not. If all the people wish for them to leave, then they 
were advised to say so to the native pastors. However they were 
instructed that if some of the people wished for them to stay, then 
they should consider t he wishes of these people. 

AIRFIELDS 
The Bapti st Mission has an a i rstrip at Tekin and this is 

a category "D" strip. However i t is situated on the only possible 
site and this is unsatisfactory due to strong tail-winds which 
depress the aircraft on take-off . Normally 150 t o 250lbs . id the 
maximum load taken off from there. It has a total length of about 
1 1 200 ft and this has a very steep grade froni approximately half-way 
onwards. It is a one -way only airstrip, and once the approach and 
let-down is commenced the pilot is committed to landing • 

The labour potential i s high and people are always at 
the Station seeking employment. Some persons have gone working on 
plantations in and around Rabaul. Those tha t have come back tend 
to be a little dissatisfied with their pay, however ones I have spoken ~ 
to gain status in their own place for having seen other parts of 
the Territory , and this compensates them. 

CENSUS Census was revised at those places not covered by patrol 
No . 3-66/67 . Two initial c ensuse~ were carried out. No problems 
arose during census revision and it was revised quickly and easily, 

GENERAL CO 1ENTS ON THE PATROL 
The Patrol intended to survey the best possible route to 

t he Strickland by covering the two possible routes i n a circular 

H~~fg~ , tfi~ •~at~~ i~~iirl~~ 1 ~lie~~d a~~ , n~~fgg d~~ g~~~g p~~~i mi;N:nd 
for the flying fox. Then ascending along the Bak river through the 
Bak Gap and onto Dabura. However shortage of supplies necessitated 
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the return of' the Patrol to Oksapmin. A high ridge with a very 
commanding view of all of the country to the south and west was 
climbed and the feasibility of a road became very much in doubt. 
Accordingly due to shortage of supplies the patrol continued on to 
Gaugutian and Gautugan, conducted census and returned to the Station. 

000000000 

W~~M . 
C.Van Lieshout, 

Cadet Patrol Officer. 



11+-. 

the return o.f the Patrol to Oksapmin. A hi gh ridge with a very 
commanding view of all of the country to the south and west was 
climbed and the feasibility of a road became very much in doubt. 
Accordingly due to shortage of supplies the patrol continued on to 
Gaugutian and Gautugan, conducted census and returned to the Station. 

000000000 

W<M-~M. 
Ca~~~~a~;~fh~~~lcer . 
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APPENDIX-"C" 

OIL SEEf AND HELICOPTER PAD - DIAP RIVER• 
The oil seep i s situated approximately 200 ft, above 

the Diap river on the left-hand side looking downstream. 
It seeps from stratified sandstone into a pool three 

ft. by four ft, wi de, 
A tin contai "l.er full was obtained as a sample and this 

is i'orwarded with the Report. 

A helicopter pad 22ft, by 26ft. was built in the bed 
of the river 1 in an area not likely to be flooded, It was built 
from r iver stones and built-up to a height of two feet at the 
front and one foot at the back - it is level. A black cross was 
made i n the centre of it, and the surrounding grass and other 
veaetation cleared to make it stand-out from the air. In the 
eventuality that it is not spotted the garden areas around Wo<liam 
hamlet - Camp 6, 8. are suitable for a helicopter landing place. 

It has two-way approaches with a clearance or 80 to 
100 ft on the one side and 200 ft on the other. Recommended 
appz:-oach is from the downstream side. 

An ink sketch diagram of the oil in relation to the 
helicopter pad is made below. 

\ 

- SM ft- ll.- (TU 1- "-'/ 
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APPENDIX11 D11 • 

Tekin to Teka Road; Proiected road to Strickland· Flying fox siJ;e. 

1. The road from Tekin to Teka was surveyed and pegged 
in accordance with instructio s. The assistance given, by the local 
people was a tremendous and requests for road building tools were 
immedi: +-ely made upon the completion of the road survey, 

Upon the return of the patrol 1lo the station it was 
reported that three sections were already completed or nearing 
completion, and that the other two sections were expected to be 
finished early February 1968. Further inspections made by myself 
have shown that the quality of the work done is very good and only 
minor alterations will ba necessary. 

The tremendous enthusiasm with which the road building 
task was under taken was most heartening. 

The road is approximately six and a half miles in length 
from Tekin to Teka. This added to the existing motor-bike road f r om 
the Station to Teka now gives approximately thirteen miles of road • 
Once it is all completed it will be possible for the ore to have a 
great deal more contact with the people in the villages on a day to 
day basis~ and for the Police at Oksapmin,once bicycles come, to 
patrol rapidly and efficiently a large section of the population. 

2. Whilst proceeding down the Bak Valley a possible route 
down to t he Strickland River was sought. 

The Patrol intended to proceed down the Bak Valley, over 

!c~~~~!i!~;t t~~w~~~P t~!1t~re:~d d~:t;0 d~e:: ~~;i~~;~~ia!i~a~s 
the Tumbudu River ( from Lake Kopiago ) , thence West along the Bait 
river and into the Bak Valley once more was not accomplished due to 
shortage of supplies for the carriers. If this had. been .accomplished 
we would ha°\°e received an excellent idea of the nature of the terrain 
and the feasibility of a road from Dabura to the Strickland and 
there to link -tp with a road from Lake Kopiago. 

The survey that was carried from Dabura almost directly 
eastwards to the Strickland has however made it apparent that the 
road is possible to build. However such a tremendous amount of work 
would be involved, it would necessitate local people building gardens 
in the large areas that have no population, and the subsequent 
temporary shifting of the popuhtion to where the road is in progress 
that I believe it is not feasible. The return for an enormous 
amount of work and organisation would only be a seldom used motor
bike road, The maintenance of i t alone would be a big problem, and 

therefors wou~e a~~a~he b~u~~W~i t~ti~nw~e~if !~~~Y U:!~1~0ir m~~;· 
however the country that was seen from the ridge-top that was 
ascended was rough and desolate , 

It would require a full two week patrol to cover the 
area fully to choose the best possible route and site for the flying 
fox. 

I strongly recommend against the construction of a road 
down to the Strickland due to the tremendous problems involved - 1.e 

(A) the large area of unpopulated country through which the 
road would have to pass . 

( B) the problem of feeding people 1f it was decided to put 
the road through. 

(C) The prob:!. 0 111 of maintaining a road with next to no population· 
for most of its length ( excluding Bak Valley area). . 

(D) The cost of putting a road through - it would be difficult I 
to persuade people to work for only nominal lump sum payment . 

(E) What purpose will the road serve? People do walk to Lake 
Kopiago but definitely not in such numbers tha t it would be 
worthwhile putting a road in. 

A flying fox could be constructed almost anywhere w1 th 
no great difficulty. The river is approximately 100ft , wide , with 
good solid banks for foundations. Gravel and sand were not seen in 
any large proportions, so this would cause a problem, however it is 
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believed by Mr. R.Hutchings and myself that once ~a site is 
chosen this problem should not be difficult to overcome. 

Unless it is decided to go ahead with the road, regardles s 
of my recommendations against it 1 t he usefulness of a flying fox is 
in doubt. I am qUite certain tha"t the primitive local people would 
sooner cross by their own cane suspension bridge, than by some 
steel and wire contraption that is foreign to them. 

Therefore at the present time I recommend against the 
construction of a flying fox. Possibly in a few years time some 1 

~!; ~~~=~. t~~s~:r!i~~:ip~~~~~ii~e~f h:rn:t~e~U:~!i~ i~ }~~a~o~=i~~~tioL 
At present it appears onlY' a waste of money and effort. 

0000000 
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COMMENTS ON PATROL POLICE 

Constable Obrisim No, 061+6 (ac'.;ing N.C.O.) 
Constable Obrisim is a quiet man, follows orders to the 

letter and in all respects gave quite a creditable performance as 
the N.C . O. on this patrol. Normally requires a few reminders as to 
t '1e duties ef an N. C.O . however with practise and more confidence 
will turn into a.JC reasonable non-commi ssioned officer. 

1285 
Constable Mandekai No . JUI Has a quiet manner and follows orders willingly and 
efficiently. Gave good service on the patrol and was a lot of 
assistance to the carriers. 

Constable Binae No. 19Z9. An excellent constable with a very friendly manner and 
is definite N.C . O. material when hil has served the required number 
of years and becomes eligible for promotlon. A little young at 
present though service will give him the required confidence. 

Constable Wusi No. 2010 A quiet constable and appears unfriendly, however he 
gave good service and at times was a lot of benefit in keeping the 
carrier line closed-up. His work was most satisfactory. 

0000000 
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_\PPENDIX "F" 

WORD LIST TAKEN FROM MASANGANAM PEOPLE 

Mr . Healy a member of the Summer Institute Of Linguistics 
currently at Telefomin is interested in receiving word lists from 
remote areas and with this in mind a word list was taken from the 
Masanganam people in the Diap River area . 

WORD LIST 

Mountain Amgu House Am 
river Wok fire Wing 
Rain Suk smoke suke 
sun Atan man Kun um 
moon Kai op troman Woneng 
trees Ice child owru 
taro Yemen stomach Kumun 
kau-kau Wono chest Manenkun 
Banana Sum arm Benkum 
fence Wati mouth Filkar 
hair Kakon teeth Ning 
eye Kin ear Karu 

A copy of the above list will be forwarded to Mr . Healy 
and he will do an analysis as far as the short list permits and 
thereby gain some idea as to the percentage relationship of the 
Masanganam people to others in the Telefomin a rea. 

0000 000 
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