





A TUHEE Megro's place it socioty wnd his legsl rignsty o Gold Rush Calt-
e formis, while gancrelly not as precarious ae that of his aowsbergest
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Friminal procesdings
Wil che California DonsEision of am probibien shuvesy it lafs For
wthury mWhmﬁmwm righig. Thoonghont i 1850
e Colifornix Legietevure antortained proposals regarding ‘e Satomsl
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gross ints Celtfuraia, Ropong thie eclion bilis signed b law wers two
acts sppmoved b Agml, N850, satting down procedares for fudistel deter-
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ohyibitions, (o ey identical lnagngs, silpulsting that “ir black
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actlon o which & w rean is & party, ih any Court of thiz Stam "' The
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s o more of Hegro blogd . " Intersting)y snough no sention of the

Certegunal e pande fe sither act

The degras to Wikl the Jaw Ymited v Nepro's abifisy to obisin fegal
rights in California coins is well illesirated in ihe sase of Peaple wvs W,
H. Fortes, the sasVies: knnwr guit of this tyos iy Sacmmesis Coindy. The
sudt was heard bators Fustice of T Feace Charles C Sackest i Swirs-
mﬂﬁ%%ﬁﬁam m&wmu
mw& lm.w& Miutatio, wmmﬁr&um
e, The 1860 Conmx gives har ocsupsticn as prostiule, sge 28, oos of
eleven Megroms Hsted under that mmw&mm»
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slsinn Following Sarad Carvoll's name sppear e isiers Dwe Trassiated
the lstters signlly “free woman of volor™ & terrs used up to @2 vese of
the Choil War snd wiich sppiled to alll persuins not of the white msos, It
cludiog Indians. What appear 0 be the sawme letters slso nppear after the
name of Poiter, ghiug dhe huprengion thet Justice Sackett was led 1o be-
ez, or aamused, peasibly on e bests of Savah Curvoll's instivey, that
Putter was lilbewiee & Negno, Potier's sppessinces bafors bustior Sackey
olwioney oorresind €iis srTor.

Saral Carroll browght complaing against W. 1, Potier o the chirge of
Cirmengh L 2cmay Tor 2 dhefh of 700 dollsrs i golé coln gnd cther woviclss
of valie, The impeck of the Aeechminatory e is evidatived by the: don-
weeis coneprinlng e suit, s ths cass was disesissed he same day i wes
priginally Eed, the tierk of court entening on doe back of the commiein
"efenden: dischasged, be proving hisself a white san & nome' by Tl
ared testimory agalmt hilm." The case of Peuple vs Paiter 8 not wstgur
a5 Negroe: bn other somamnitiss erperianced similer trestment

A ctgrowas of the disociraiuscry law, stimulated tn pare by tise Me-
Eno's sbilicy to segiiire property. both sesl and personel, snd their lesbil
Iy 5 protest these sigivs throwgh the California courts, led to the fuo-
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Included amang those whe signed the petitinne wete Mark Hapli=s, Wil
tigra T Shertram, snd B, I. Baker, ummm@.ﬂmﬂmm
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Pranciser end Ssecumeto. Later suppost slso same Brem sevs '
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&mimwmﬁhmm 1855 of s waiewide Delored Con
Sad thelr roces fn the Franchiss Lesgne and mw ; the
saine, mpenl of (he testimony law, The m Covestinn met osch yew
fror 4835 o (BSY, Tedoe fn Sscramento aod once i San Framsisso, The:

pesilion campaigs, sow courdinated Ly &awmm

& pesl iy 1856 and (857, mw:&mﬁmmmmm
eokadmed mnone them 500 ¢
eapiie the aiforis of the Franchise Lewgse und the Calormi Copvenlicn
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Gold Toin svnmtiag o betwean $ix hundred and Seven hundred. dollars
thg propesty of deponent was Sloniously ke From the premises of the
depoment in e Coeniy an the [0t Deceuber inss, Axd on the smeniog
of the mmm&m& wit of the vaine of Bwo: Hum
awy ﬂm mmmﬁmw ﬁuwmw M
one W B oty ﬁmm&wmw elierre thad sakd P
tor has ﬁamﬁmwmhlﬂsmmm ourd Stenmer Hiw
e it i Saprarmeste 7t — 10 wit one s white store
2 ne bwart sor with w Six chemiss bustons (& plais 2
Se1) one bhampawwﬂﬂh e — Banif meeum;m songiat
fiig of Areswes, hiwify, stockings T, togesher with the gold soln aburesald
and Ter dollars i gold Specimens,

me this 12th dey of Desember
AD 1850

Chae £ Swokats
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Bznmination of W ¥ Botier o 6 charge of Crand Tareesy

5

Prrscrmily sppeared Sarah Carvell whe being duly
swrorn deposes that Money 16 the szsount of Sevmn hondred dollars i gold
soiit sl 3 upechseos of gold aof this vaiie oF ven dellers wis tskeis Teom
deponenty bevek <— mrised ot of Am Tueedsy, Defendent acoupted the
voom on the might mresious — and as lock of the tmnk was ot famed |
[aws induced t0) am satisfied thes Sefeniest took the money by tneans of
g el key whicl was W the pecket of sy dress. Said felony was com-
mitted in Secremmeote Tl

Land] but no part of the §700 was his. The defendent gt no part of biz
slotken in the trusk and be was tot peendtisd to lisve aoccss 1o It
1t wag Tussdsy defendent told me thet he bad faien the ey —
I asioed hive to returm 3 -—1 did not coenpiste Sooner of Lhiy because
!!hm@u we could setiie 3 batween ourselves.
: ve il permiszion 1o use iy Money I peid my own expenses,
Fargh X Cavroil

, Swarn to & Subscribed
- pefore me this 1215 ey
of Mecensher ALY 1850

Chas ' Sackai
IE

taken the money, The money tr the sk was paursly bis & pastle mive
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Sacasaero Sowry. Peopls of the Stake of Colijarsis Ty suy Sheriff Con.
erable Marmbal or policensy in this Soansy. leformation on oath having
beem this duy leid before me by Sambk Carvoll thui the Crime of Grand
Lacormy has been compuitted and accusing Williem ¥ Poiter shereal  Slsp
Proot by affidevite betug mads Siat Gold asin to amount of Stx hundred 0
Seven husdred dollass, gold wecimens, Teu dolless, one large white Stone
brssst pin one pold hesrt set with diaveend, Six charadse burions 14 platn
gold & 2 Set one bive crepe shawi with white Bowsr and femals weating
apparel consigting of dresses hihdifa Stockings &C the propesty of Sarab,
Tavroll axe concesled on the gerson of sald Potter and is his baggape op
board Steazate New World iying at the wharf in Sscramente City. Tou
are therelore vonamended forthwith to arrest said Wi H Potter and make
seereh of his person & ¢he baggage aforesaid for seid mroperty sud if you
i e same or sy pars Wereof you will have & before me & you will
lorizg the sald Potser hefore me at sy office In Sacremento Tiry or in ossy
of 1y sheemcs or insbiilty to wet hafore the searss: o most accessible
miagistrate i your Couaty. Duated Decr 12th 1850 & Givex: under syt hand
#t Sserammento Ldon
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